§ 540.41
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restrict inmate visiting when necessary to ensure the security and good
order of the institution.
[45 FR 44232, June 30, 1980, as amended at 58
FR 39095, July 21, 1993]

§ 540.41

Visiting facilities.

The Warden shall have the visiting
room arranged so as to provide adequate supervision, adapted to the degree of security required by the type of
institution. The Warden shall ensure
that the visiting area is as comfortable
and pleasant as practicable, and appropriately furnished and arranged. If
space is available, the Warden shall
have a portion of the visiting room
equipped and set up to provide facilities for the children of visitors.
(a) Institutions of minimum and low
security levels may permit visits beyond the security perimeter, but always under supervision of staff.
(b) Institutions of medium and high
security levels, and administrative institutions may establish outdoor visiting, but it will always be inside the
security perimeter and always under
supervision of staff.
[45 FR 44232, June 30, 1980, as amended at 51
FR 26127, July 18, 1986; 56 FR 4159, Feb. 1,
1991]
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§ 540.42

Visiting times.

(a) Each Warden shall establish a visiting schedule for the institution. At a
minimum, the Warden shall establish
visiting hours at the institution on
Saturdays, Sundays, and holidays. The
restriction of visiting to these days
may be a hardship for some families
and arrangements for other suitable
hours shall be made to the extent practicable. Where staff resources permit,
the Warden may establish evening visiting hours.
(b) Consistent with available resources, such as space limitations and
staff availability, and with concerns of
institution security, the Warden may
limit the visiting period. With respect
to weekend visits, for example, some or
all inmates and visitors may be limited
to visiting on Saturday or on Sunday,
but not on both days, in order to accommodate the volume of visitors.
There is no requirement that every visitor has the opportunity to visit on

both days of the weekend, nor that
every inmate has the opportunity to
have visits on both days of the weekend.
[51 FR 26127, July 18, 1986]

§ 540.43 Frequency of visits and number of visitors.
The Warden shall allow each inmate
a minimum of four hours visiting time
per month. The Warden may limit the
length or frequency of visits only to
avoid chronic overcrowding. The Warden may establish a guideline for the
maximum number of persons who may
visit an inmate at one time, to prevent
overcrowding in the visiting room or
unusual difficulty in supervising a
visit. Exceptions may be made to any
local guideline when indicated by special circumstances, such as distance
the visitor must travel, frequency of
the inmate’s visits, or health problems
of the inmate or visitor.
§ 540.44 Regular visitors.
An inmate desiring to have regular
visitors must submit a list of proposed
visitors to the designated staff. See
§ 540.45 for qualification as special visitor. Staff are to compile a visiting list
for each inmate after suitable investigation in accordance with § 540.51(b)
of this part. The list may include:
(a) Members of the immediate family.
These persons include mother, father,
step-parents, foster parents, brothers
and sisters, spouse, and children. These
individuals are placed on the visiting
list, absent strong circumstances
which preclude visiting.
(b) Other relatives. These persons include grandparents, uncles, aunts, inlaws, and cousins. They may be placed
on the approved list if the inmate wishes to have visits from them regularly
and if there exists no reason to exclude
them.
(c) Friends and associates. The visiting
privilege ordinarily will be extended to
friends and associates having an established relationship with the inmate
prior to confinement, unless such visits
could reasonably create a threat to the
security and good order of the institution. Exceptions to the prior relationship rule may be made, particularly for
inmates without other visitors, when it
is shown that the proposed visitor is
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