§ 58.12

24 CFR Subtitle A (4–1–10 Edition)

(d) If a responsible entity, other than
a recipient, objects to performing an
environmental review, or if HUD determines that the responsible entity
should not perform the environmental
review, HUD may designate another responsible entity to conduct the review
in accordance with this part or may
itself conduct the environmental review in accordance with the provisions
of 24 CFR part 50.
[61 FR 19122, Apr. 30, 1996, as amended at 68
FR 56129, Sept. 29, 2003]

§ 58.12 Technical and administrative
capacity.
The responsible entity must develop
the technical and administrative capability necessary to comply with 40 CFR
parts 1500 through 1508 and the requirements of this part.
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§ 58.13 Responsibilities of the certifying officer.
Under the terms of the certification
required by § 58.71, a responsible entity’s certifying officer is the ‘‘responsible Federal official’’ as that term is
used in section 102 of NEPA and in
statutory provisions cited in § 58.1(b).
The Certifying Officer is therefore responsible for all the requirements of
section 102 of NEPA and the related
provisions in 40 CFR parts 1500 through
1508, and 24 CFR part 58, including the
related Federal authorities listed in
§ 58.5. The Certifying Officer must also:
(a) Represent the responsible entity
and be subject to the jurisdiction of the
Federal courts. The Certifying Officer
will not be represented by the Department of Justice in court; and
(b) Ensure that the responsible entity
reviews and comments on all EISs prepared for Federal projects that may
have an impact on the recipient’s program.
§ 58.14 Interaction with State, Federal
and non-Federal entities.
A responsible entity shall consult
with appropriate environmental agencies, State, Federal and non-Federal
entities and the public in the preparation of an EIS, EA or other environmental reviews undertaken under the
related laws and authorities cited in
§ 58.5 and § 58.6. The responsible entity
must also cooperate with other agen-

cies to reduce duplication between
NEPA and comparable environmental
review requirements of the State (see
40 CFR 1506.2 (b) and (c)). The responsible entity must prepare its EAs and
EISs so that they comply with the environmental review requirements of
both Federal and State laws unless
otherwise specified or provided by law.
State, Federal and local agencies may
participate or act in a joint lead or cooperating agency capacity in the preparation of joint EISs or joint environmental assessments (see 40 CFR
1501.5(b) and 1501.6). A single EIS or EA
may be prepared and adopted by multiple users to the extent that the review addresses the relevant environmental issues and there is a written
agreement between the cooperating
agencies which sets forth the coordinated and overall responsibilities.
[63 FR 15271, Mar 30, 1998]

§ 58.15 Tiering.
Responsible entities may tier their
environmental reviews and assessments to eliminate repetitive discussions of the same issues at subsequent
levels of review. Tiering is appropriate
when there is a requirement to evaluate a policy or proposal in the early
stages of development or when site-specific analysis or mitigation is not currently feasible and a more narrow or
focused analysis is better done at a
later date. The site specific review
need only reference or summarize the
issues addressed in the broader review.
The broader review should identify and
evaluate those issues ripe for decision
and exclude those issues not relevant
to the policy, program or project under
consideration. The broader review
should also establish the policy, standard or process to be followed in the site
specific review. The Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) with respect
to the broader assessment shall include
a summary of the assessment and identify the significant issues to be considered in site specific reviews. Subsequent site-specific reviews will not require notices or a Request for Release
of Funds unless the Certifying Officer
determines that there are unanticipated impacts or impacts not adequately addressed in the prior review.
A tiering approach can be used for
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