Federal Highway Administration, DOT

§ 752.5

under 23 U.S.C. 131(i); and vending machines in safety rest areas under 23
U.S.C. 111.
[48 FR 38610, Aug. 25, 1983]
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§ 752.2 Policy.
(a) Highway esthetics is a most important consideration in the Federalaid highway program. Highways must
not only blend with our natural social,
and cultural environment, but also provide pleasure and satisfaction in their
use.
(b) The FHWA will cooperate with
State and local agencies and organizations to provide opportunities for the
display of original works of art within
the highway rights-of-way.
(c) The development of the roadside
to include landscape development, safety rest areas, and the preservation of
valuable adjacent scenic lands is a necessary component of highway development. Planning and development of the
roadside should be concurrent with or
closely follow that of the highway.
Further, the development of travel information centers and systems is encouraged as an effective method of providing necessary information to the
traveling public.
§ 752.3 Definitions.
(a) Safety rest area. A roadside facility
safely removed from the traveled way
with parking and such facilities for the
motorist deemed necessary for his rest,
relaxation, comfort and information
needs. The term is synonymous with
‘‘rest and recreation areas.’’
(b) Scenic overlook. A roadside improvement for parking and other facilities to provide the motorist with a safe
opportunity to stop and enjoy a view.
(c) Information centers. Facilities located at safety rest areas which provide information of interest to the
traveling public.
(d) Information systems. Facilities located within the right-of-way which
provide information of interest to the
traveling public. An information system is not a sign, display or device otherwise permitted under 23 U.S.C. 131 or
prohibited by any local, State or Federal law or regulation.
(e) Landscape project. Any action
taken as part of a highway construction project or as a separate action to

enhance the esthetics of a highway
through the placement of plant materials consistent with a landscape design plan. Seeding undertaken for erosion control and planting vegetation
for screening purposes shall not constitute a landscaping project.
[43 FR 19390, May 5, 1978, as amended at 52
FR 34638, Sept. 14, 1987]

§ 752.4

Landscape development.

(a) Landscape development, which includes landscaping projects and other
highway planting programs within the
right-of-way of all federally funded
highways or on adjoining scenic lands,
shall be in general comformity with accepted concepts and principles of highway landscaping and environmental design.
(b) Landscape development should
have provisions for plant establishment
periods of a duration sufficient for expected survival in the highway environment. Normal 1-year plant establishment periods may be extended to 3year periods where survival is considered essential to their function, such as
junkyard screening or urban landscaping projects.
(c) In urban areas new and major reconstructed highways and completed
Interstate and expressway sections are
to be landscaped as appropriate for the
adjacent existing or planned environment.
(d) In rural areas new and major reconstructed
highways
should
be
landscaped as appropriate for the adjacent environment. Planning should include the opportunity for natural regeneration of native growth and the
management of that growth.
(e) Landscaping projects shall include the planting of native wildflower
seeds or seedlings or both, unless a
waiver is granted as provided in
§ 752.11(b).
[43 FR 19390, May 5, 1978, as amended at 52
FR 34638, Sept. 14, 1987]

§ 752.5

Safety rest areas.

(a) Safety rest areas should provide
facilities reasonably necessary for the
comfort, convenience, relaxation, and
information needs of the motorist.
Caretakers’ quarters may be provided
in conjunction with a safety rest area
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