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the assigned operators. This subpart
explains how assigned operators may
request such additional information,
how they may request review of an assignment, and how reviews will be conducted.
§ 422.602 Terms used in this subpart.
Assignment means our selection of the
coal operator or related person to be
charged with the responsibility of paying the annual health and death benefit
premiums of certain coal miners and
their eligible family members.
Beneficiary means either a coal industry retiree who, on July 20, 1992, was eligible to receive, and receiving, benefits as an eligible individual under the
1950 or the 1974 UMWA Benefit Plan, or
an individual who was eligible to receive, and receiving, benefits on July
20, 1992 as an eligible relative of a coal
industry retiree.
Evidence of a prima facie case of error
means documentary evidence, records,
and written statements submitted to
us by the assigned operator (or related
person) that, standing alone, shows our
assignment was in error. The evidence
submitted must, when considered by
itself without reference to other contradictory evidence that may be in our
possession, be sufficient to persuade a
reasonable person that the assignment
was erroneous. Examples of evidence
that may establish a prima facie case
of error include copies of Federal,
State, or local government tax records;
legal documents such as business incorporation, merger, and bankruptcy papers; health and safety reports filed
with Federal or State agencies that
regulate mining activities; payroll and
other employment business records;
and information provided in trade journals and newspapers.
A related person to a signatory operator
means a person or entity which as of
July 20, 1992, or, if earlier, the time immediately before the coal operator
ceased to be in business, was a member
of a controlled group of corporations
which included the signatory operator,
or was a trade or business which was
under common control with a signatory operator, or had a partnership interest (other than as a limited partner)
or joint venture with a signatory operator in a business within the coal in-

dustry which employed eligible beneficiaries, or is a successor in interest to
a person who was a related person.
We or us refers to the Social Security
Administration.
You as used in this subpart refers to
the coal operator (or related person)
assigned premium responsibility for a
specific beneficiary under the Coal Act.
[58 FR 52916, Oct. 13, 1993, as amended at 62
FR 38456, July 18, 1997]

§ 422.603 Overview of the review process.
Our notice of assignment will inform
you as the assigned operator (or related person) which beneficiaries have
been assigned to you, the reason for
the assignment, and the dates of employment on which the assignment was
based. The notice will explain that, if
you disagree with the assignment for
any beneficiary listed in the notice of
assignment, you may request from us
detailed information as to the work
history of the miner and the basis for
the assignment. Such request must be
filed with us within 30 days after you
receive the notice of assignment, as explained in § 422.604. The notice will also
explain that if you still disagree with
the assignment after you have received
the detailed information, you may submit evidence that shows there is a
prima facie case of error in that assignment and request review. Such request
must be filed with us within 30 days
after you receive the detailed information, as explained in § 422.605. Alternatively, you may request review within 30 days after you receive the notice
of assignment, even if you have not
first requested the detailed information. In that case, you still may request the detailed information within
that 30-day period. (See § 422.606(c) for
further details.)
§ 422.604 Request for detailed information.
(a) General. After you receive our notice of assignment listing the beneficiaries for whom you have premium
responsibility, you may request detailed information as to the work histories of any of the listed miners and
the basis for the assignment. Your request for detailed information must:
(1) Be in writing;
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(2) Be filed with us within 30 days of
receipt of that notice of assignment.
Unless you submit evidence showing a
later receipt of the notice, we will assume the notice was received by you
within 5 days of the date appearing on
the notice. We will consider the request
to be filed as of the date we receive it.
However, if we receive the request after
the 30-day period, the postmark date
on the envelope may be used as the filing date. If there is no postmark or the
postmark is illegible, the filing date
will be deemed to be the fifth day prior
to the day we received the request; and
(3) Identify the individual miners
about whom you are requesting the detailed information.
(b) The detailed information we will
provide. We will send you detailed information as to the work history and
the basis for the assignment for each
miner about whom you requested such
information. This information will include the name and address of each employer for whom the miner has worked
since 1978 or since 1946 (whichever period is appropriate), the amount of
wages paid by each employer and the
period for which the wages were reported. We will send you the detailed
information with a notice informing
you that you have 30 days from the
date you receive the information to
submit to SSA evidence of a prima
facie case of error (as defined in
§ 422.602) and request review of the assignment if you have not already requested review. The notice will also inform you that, if you are seeking evidence to make a case of prima facie
error, you may include with a timely
filed request for review a written request for additional time to obtain and
submit such evidence to us. Under
these circumstances, you will have 90
days from the date of your request to
submit the evidence before we determine whether we will review the assignment.
§ 422.605 Request for review.
We will review an assignment if you
request review and show that there is a
prima facie case of error regarding the
assignment. This review is a review on
the record and will not entail a face-toface hearing. We will review an assignment if:

(a) You are an assigned operator (or
related person);
(b) Your request is in writing and
states your reasons for believing the
assignment is erroneous;
(c) Your request is filed with us no
later than 30 days from the date you
received the detailed information described in § 422.604, or no later than 30
days from the date you received the notice of assignment if you choose not to
request detailed information. Unless
you submit evidence showing a later
receipt of the notice, we will assume
you received the detailed information
or the notice of assignment within 5
days of the date shown thereon. We
will consider the request to be filed as
of the date we receive it. However, if
we receive the request after the 30-day
period, the postmark date on the envelope may be used as the filing date. If
there is no postmark or the postmark
is illegible, the filing date will be
deemed to be the fifth day prior to the
day we received the request; and
(d) Your request is accompanied by
evidence establishing a prima facie
case of error regarding the assignment.
If your request for review includes a request for additional time to submit
such evidence, we will give you an additional 90 days from the date of your
request for review to submit such evidence to us.
§ 422.606 Processing the request for review.
Upon receipt of your written request
for review of an assignment and where
relevant, the expiration of any additional times allowed under §§ 422.605(d)
and 422.606(c), we will take the following action:
(a) Request not timely filed. If your request is not filed within the time limits set out in § 422.605(c), we will deny
your request for review on that basis
and send you a notice explaining that
we have taken this action;
(b) Lack of evidence. If your request is
timely filed under § 422.605(c) but you
have not provided evidence constituting a prima facie case of error, we
will deny your request for review on
that basis and send you a notice explaining that we have taken this action;
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