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§ 91.213

(iii) is in an area that is marked by
obstruction lights;
(3) Anchor an aircraft unless the aircraft—
(i) Has lighted anchor lights; or
(ii) Is in an area where anchor lights
are not required on vessels; or
(b) Operate an aircraft that is
equipped with an anticollision light
system, unless it has lighted anticollision lights. However, the anticollision lights need not be lighted
when the pilot-in-command determines
that, because of operating conditions,
it would be in the interest of safety to
turn the lights off.
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[Doc. No. 27806, 61 FR 5171, Feb. 9, 1996]

§ 91.211 Supplemental oxygen.
(a) General. No person may operate a
civil aircraft of U.S. registry—
(1) At cabin pressure altitudes above
12,500 feet (MSL) up to and including
14,000 feet (MSL) unless the required
minimum flight crew is provided with
and uses supplemental oxygen for that
part of the flight at those altitudes
that is of more than 30 minutes duration;
(2) At cabin pressure altitudes above
14,000 feet (MSL) unless the required
minimum flight crew is provided with
and uses supplemental oxygen during
the entire flight time at those altitudes; and
(3) At cabin pressure altitudes above
15,000 feet (MSL) unless each occupant
of the aircraft is provided with supplemental oxygen.
(b) Pressurized cabin aircraft. (1) No
person may operate a civil aircraft of
U.S. registry with a pressurized cabin—
(i) At flight altitudes above flight
level 250 unless at least a 10-minute
supply of supplemental oxygen, in addition to any oxygen required to satisfy
paragraph (a) of this section, is available for each occupant of the aircraft
for use in the event that a descent is
necessitated by loss of cabin pressurization; and
(ii) At flight altitudes above flight
level 350 unless one pilot at the controls of the airplane is wearing and
using an oxygen mask that is secured
and sealed and that either supplies oxygen at all times or automatically supplies oxygen whenever the cabin pressure altitude of the airplane exceeds

14,000 feet (MSL), except that the one
pilot need not wear and use an oxygen
mask while at or below flight level 410
if there are two pilots at the controls
and each pilot has a quick-donning
type of oxygen mask that can be placed
on the face with one hand from the
ready position within 5 seconds, supplying oxygen and properly secured and
sealed.
(2)
Notwithstanding
paragraph
(b)(1)(ii) of this section, if for any reason at any time it is necessary for one
pilot to leave the controls of the aircraft when operating at flight altitudes
above flight level 350, the remaining
pilot at the controls shall put on and
use an oxygen mask until the other
pilot has returned to that crewmember’s station.
§ 91.213 Inoperative instruments and
equipment.
(a) Except as provided in paragraph
(d) of this section, no person may take
off an aircraft with inoperative instruments or equipment installed unless
the following conditions are met:
(1) An approved Minimum Equipment
List exists for that aircraft.
(2) The aircraft has within it a letter
of authorization, issued by the FAA
Flight Standards district office having
jurisdiction over the area in which the
operator is located, authorizing operation of the aircraft under the Minimum Equipment List. The letter of
authorization may be obtained by written request of the airworthiness certificate holder. The Minimum Equipment
List and the letter of authorization
constitute a supplemental type certificate for the aircraft.
(3) The approved Minimum Equipment List must—
(i) Be prepared in accordance with
the limitations specified in paragraph
(b) of this section; and
(ii) Provide for the operation of the
aircraft with the instruments and
equipment in an inoperable condition.
(4) The aircraft records available to
the pilot must include an entry describing the inoperable instruments
and equipment.
(5) The aircraft is operated under all
applicable conditions and limitations
contained in the Minimum Equipment
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List and the letter authorizing the use
of the list.
(b) The following instruments and
equipment may not be included in a
Minimum Equipment List:
(1) Instruments and equipment that
are either specifically or otherwise required by the airworthiness requirements under which the aircraft is type
certificated and which are essential for
safe operations under all operating
conditions.
(2) Instruments and equipment required by an airworthiness directive to
be in operable condition unless the airworthiness directive provides otherwise.
(3) Instruments and equipment required for specific operations by this
part.
(c) A person authorized to use an approved Minimum Equipment List
issued for a specific aircraft under subpart K of this part, part 121, 125, or 135
of this chapter must use that Minimum
Equipment List to comply with the requirements in this section.
(d) Except for operations conducted
in accordance with paragraph (a) or (c)
of this section, a person may takeoff an
aircraft in operations conducted under
this part with inoperative instruments
and equipment without an approved
Minimum Equipment List provided—
(1) The flight operation is conducted
in a—
(i) Rotorcraft, non-turbine-powered
airplane, glider, lighter-than-air aircraft, powered parachute, or weightshift-control aircraft, for which a master minimum equipment list has not
been developed; or
(ii) Small rotorcraft, nonturbinepowered small airplane, glider, or
lighter-than-air aircraft for which a
Master Minimum Equipment List has
been developed; and
(2) The inoperative instruments and
equipment are not—
(i) Part of the VFR-day type certification instruments and equipment prescribed in the applicable airworthiness
regulations under which the aircraft
was type certificated;
(ii) Indicated as required on the aircraft’s equipment list, or on the Kinds
of Operations Equipment List for the
kind of flight operation being conducted;

(iii) Required by § 91.205 or any other
rule of this part for the specific kind of
flight operation being conducted; or
(iv) Required to be operational by an
airworthiness directive; and
(3) The inoperative instruments and
equipment are—
(i) Removed from the aircraft, the
cockpit control placarded, and the
maintenance recorded in accordance
with § 43.9 of this chapter; or
(ii) Deactivated and placarded ‘‘Inoperative.’’ If deactivation of the inoperative instrument or equipment involves maintenance, it must be accomplished and recorded in accordance
with part 43 of this chapter; and
(4) A determination is made by a
pilot, who is certificated and appropriately rated under part 61 of this
chapter, or by a person, who is certificated and appropriately rated to perform maintenance on the aircraft, that
the inoperative instrument or equipment does not constitute a hazard to
the aircraft.
An aircraft with inoperative instruments or equipment as provided in
paragraph (d) of this section is considered to be in a properly altered condition acceptable to the Administrator.
(e) Notwithstanding any other provision of this section, an aircraft with inoperable instruments or equipment
may be operated under a special flight
permit issued in accordance with
§§ 21.197 and 21.199 of this chapter.
[Doc. No. 18334, 54 FR 34304, Aug. 18, 1989, as
amended by Amdt. 91–280, 68 FR 54560, Sept.
17, 2003; Amdt. 91–282, 69 FR 44880, July 27,
2004]

§ 91.215 ATC transponder and altitude
reporting equipment and use.
(a) All airspace: U.S.-registered civil
aircraft. For operations not conducted
under part 121 or 135 of this chapter,
ATC transponder equipment installed
must meet the performance and environmental requirements of any class of
TSO-C74b (Mode A) or any class of
TSO-C74c (Mode A with altitude reporting capability) as appropriate, or the
appropriate class of TSO-C112 (Mode S).
(b) All airspace. Unless otherwise authorized or directed by ATC, no person
may operate an aircraft in the airspace
described in paragraphs (b)(1) through
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