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information to allow EDA to determine
that the petitioning Community is sig-
nificantly affected by the threat to, or
the loss of, jobs associated with one or
more Cognizable Certifications;

(ii) The applicable Cognizable Certifi-
cation(s) upon which the Community
bases its petition; and

(iii) Such other information as EDA
considers material.

(2) The petition for affirmative deter-
mination must contain information
about the impact(s) on the Community
from the actual or threatened loss of
jobs attributable to trade that led to
the applicable Cognizable Certifi-
cation(s) made by the Secretaries of
Labor, Commerce or Agriculture, in
order for EDA to determine that the
Community is significantly affected.
EDA shall measure such impact(s)
using the petitioning Community’s
most recent Civilian Labor Force sta-
tistics as reported by the Bureau of
Labor Statistics, U.S. Department of
Labor, effective at the time of petition
for affirmative determination. EDA
will obtain the applicable Cognizable
Certification from publicly available
resources. However, a petitioning Com-
munity may also provide copies of the
applicable Cognizable Certification to
EDA.

(d) Notification to Community. Upon
making an affirmative determination,
EDA shall notify promptly the Commu-
nity and the Governor of the State in
which the Community is located of the
means for obtaining assistance under
this part and other appropriate eco-
nomic assistance that may be available
to the Community. Such notification
will identify the appropriate EDA re-
gional office that will provide tech-
nical assistance under §313.5.

§313.5 Technical assistance.

(a) General. Once EDA has made an
affirmative determination that a Com-
munity is an Impacted Community and
subject to the availability of funds,
EDA shall provide comprehensive tech-
nical assistance to:

(1) Diversify and strengthen the econ-
omy in the Impacted Community;

(2) Identify significant impediments
to economic development that result
from the impact of trade on the Im-
pacted Community; and
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(3) Develop or update a Strategic
Plan in accordance with §313.6 to ad-
dress economic adjustment and work-
force dislocation in the Impacted Com-
munity, including unemployment
among agricultural commodity pro-
ducers.

(b) Coordination of Federal response.
EDA will coordinate the Federal re-
sponse to an Impacted Community by:

(1) Identifying Federal, State, and
local resources that are available to as-
sist the Impacted Community in re-
sponding to economic distress; and

(2) Assisting the Impacted Commu-
nity in accessing available Federal as-
sistance and ensuring that such assist-
ance is provided in a targeted, inte-
grated manner.

§318.6 Strategic Plans.

(a) General. An Impacted Community
that intends to apply for a grant for
implementation assistance under §313.7
shall develop and submit a Strategic
Plan to EDA for evaluation and ap-
proval. EDA shall evaluate the Stra-
tegic Plan based on the technical re-
quirements set forth in paragraph (c) of
this section.

(b) Involvement of private and public
entities. To the extent practicable, an
Impacted Community shall consult
with the following entities in devel-
oping a Strategic Plan:

(1) Federal, local, county, or State
government agencies serving the Im-
pacted Community;

(2) Firms, as defined in §315.2 of this
chapter, including small- and medium-
sized Firms, within the Impacted Com-
munity;

(3) Local workforce investment
boards established under section 117 of
the Workforce Investment Act of 1998
(29 U.S.C. 2832);

(4) Labor organizations, including
State labor federations and labor-man-
agement initiatives, representing
workers in the Impacted Community;
and

(6) Educational institutions, local
educational agencies, or other training
providers serving the Impacted Com-
munity.

(c) Technical requirements. EDA shall
evaluate the Strategic Plan based on
the following minimum requirements:
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(1) An analysis of the capacity of the
Impacted Community to achieve eco-
nomic adjustment to the impact(s) of
trade;

(2) An analysis of the economic devel-
opment challenges and opportunities
facing the Impacted Community as
well as the strengths, weaknesses, op-
portunities, and threats facing the Im-
pacted Community;

(3) An assessment of the commitment
of the Impacted Community to the
Strategic Plan over the long term and
the participation and input of members
of the Community affected by eco-
nomic dislocation, including how the
Strategic Plan will be integrated effec-
tively with one or more applicable
Comprehensive Economic Development
Strategies (‘CEDS’) that have been de-
veloped in connection with EDA’s eco-
nomic development assistance pro-
grams as set out at §303.7 of this chap-
ter;

(4) A description of the role and the
participation of the entities described
in paragraph (b) of this section in de-
veloping the Strategic Plan;

(5) A description of the projects to be
undertaken by the Impacted Commu-
nity under its Strategic Plan and how
such projects will facilitate the Im-
pacted Community’s economic adjust-
ment;

(6) A description of the educational
and training programs available to
workers in the Impacted Community
and the future employment needs of
the Community;

(7) An assessment of the cost of im-
plementing the Strategic Plan, includ-
ing the timing of funding required by
the Impacted Community to imple-
ment the Strategic Plan and the meth-
od of financing to be used to imple-
ment the Strategic Plan; and

(8) A strategy for continuing the eco-
nomic adjustment of the Impacted
Community after the completion of the
projects described in paragraph (c)(5) of
this section.

(d) Cost sharing limitation. Assistance
awarded to an Impacted Community to
develop a Strategic Plan under this
section shall not exceed 75 percent of
the cost of developing the Strategic
Plan. In order to provide funding to as
many merit-worthy Impacted Commu-
nities as feasible, EDA may base the

§313.7

amount of the Community’s required
share on the relative distress caused by
the actual or threatened decline in the
most recent Civilian Labor Force sta-
tistics effective on the date EDA re-
ceives an application to develop a Stra-
tegic Plan.

§313.7 Implementation grants for Im-
pacted Communities.

(a) General. EDA may provide assist-
ance in the form of a grant under this
section to an Impacted Community to
help the Community carry out a
project or program that is included in
a Strategic Plan developed in accord-
ance with §313.6. Such assistance may
include:

(1) Infrastructure improvements,
such as site acquisition, site prepara-
tion, construction, rehabilitation and
equipping of facilities;

(2) Market or industry research and
analysis;

(3) Technical assistance, including
organizational development such as
business networking, restructuring or
improving the delivery of business
services, or feasibility studies;

(4) Public services;

(5) Training; and

(6) Other activities justified by the
Strategic Plan that satisfy applicable
statutory and regulatory requirements.

(b) Application evaluation criteria. (1)
An Impacted Community that seeks to
receive an implementation grant under
this section shall submit a completed
‘Application  for  Federal  Assistance’
(Form ED-900 or any successor form) to
the applicable regional office (or re-
gional offices in the event the Commu-
nity crosses multiple geographic
boundaries) serving the geographic
area in which the Community is lo-
cated. A complete application also
shall include:

(i) The EDA-approved Strategic Plan
that meets the requirements of §313.6;
and

(ii) A description of the project or
program included in the Strategic Plan
with respect to which the Impacted
Community seeks assistance.

(2) EDA will evaluate all applications
for the feasibility of the budget pre-
sented and conformance with statutory
and regulatory requirements. EDA also
will consider the degree to which an
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