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§ 960.3–1–3

and the study of their mutual relations, origin, and historical evolution.
To the extent practicable means the degree to which an intended course of action is capable of being effected in a
manner that is reasonable and feasible
within a framework of constraints.
Underground facility means the underground structure and the rock required
for support, including mined openings
and backfill materials, but excluding
shafts, boreholes, and their seals.
Unsaturated zone means the zone between the land surface and the water
table. Generally, water in this zone is
under less than atmospheric pressure,
and some of the voids may contain air
or other gases at atmospheric pressure.
Beneath flooded areas or in perched
water bodies, the water pressure locally may be greater than atmospheric.
Waste form means the radioactive
waste materials and any encapsulating
or stabilizing matrix.
Waste package means the waste form
and any containers, shielding, packing,
and other sorbent materials immediately surrounding an individual
waste container.
Water table means that surface in a
body of ground water at which the
water pressure is atmospheric.
[49 FR 47752, Dec. 6, 1984, as amended at 66
FR 57334, Nov. 14, 2001]

Subpart B—Implementation
Guidelines
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§ 960.3 Implementation guidelines.
The guidelines of this subpart establish the procedure and basis for applying the postclosure and the preclosure
guidelines of subparts C and D, respectively, to evaluations of the suitability
of sites. As may be appropriate during
the siting process, this procedure requires consideration of a variety of
geohydrologic settings and rock types,
regionality, and environmental impacts and consultation with affected
States, affected Indian tribes, and Federal agencies.
[49 FR 47752, Dec. 6, 1984, as amended at 66
FR 57334, Nov. 14, 2001]

§ 960.3–1 Siting provisions.
The siting provisions establish the
framework for the implementation of

the siting process specified in § 960.3–2.
Sections 960.3–1–1 and 960.3–1–2 require
that consideration be given to sites situated in different geohydrologic settings and different types of host rock,
respectively. These diversity guidelines
are intended to balance the process of
site selection by requiring consideration of a variety of geologic conditions and media, and thereby enhance
confidence in the technical suitability
of sites selected for the development of
repositories. As required by the Act,
§ 960.3–1–3 specifies consideration of a
regional distribution of repositories
after recommendation of a site for development of the first repository. Section 960.3–1–4 describes the evidence
that is required to support siting decisions. Section 960.3–1–5 establishes the
basis for site evaluations against the
postclosure and the preclosure guidelines of subparts C and D during the
various phases of the siting process.
§ 960.3–1–1 Diversity of geohydrologic
settings.
Consideration shall be given to a variety of geohydrologic settings in
which sites for the development of repositories may be located. To the extent practicable, sites recommended as
candidate sites for characterization
shall
be
located
in
different
geohydrologic settings.
§ 960.3–1–2 Diversity of rock types.
Consideration shall be given to a variety of geologic media in which sites
for the development of repositories
may be located. To the extent practicable, and with due consideration of
candidate sites characterized previously or approved for such characterization if the circumstances apply,
sites recommended as candidate sites
for characterization shall have different types of host rock.
§ 960.3–1–3 Regionality.
In making site recommendations for
repository development after the site
for the first repository has been recommended, the Secretary shall give
due consideration to the need for, and
the advantages of, a regional distribution in the siting of subsequent repositories. Such consideration shall take
into account the proximity of sites to
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