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defined in Form ADV (17 CFR 279.1)) of 
the adviser acts as the private fund’s 
general partner, managing member, or 
in a comparable capacity, the books 
and records of the private fund are 
records of the adviser for purposes of 
section 204 of the Act (15 U.S.C. 80b–4). 

[26 FR 5002, June 6, 1961] 

EDITORIAL NOTE: For FEDERAL REGISTER ci-
tations affecting § 275.204–2, see the List of 
CFR Sections Affected, which appears in the 
Finding Aids section of the printed volume 
and on GPO Access. 

§ 275.204–3 Written disclosure state-
ments. 

(a) General requirement. Unless other-
wise provided in this rule, an invest-
ment adviser, registered or required to 
be registered pursuant to section 203 of 
the Act shall, in accordance with the 
provisions of this section, furnish each 
advisory client and prospective advi-
sory client with a written disclosure 
statement which may be either a copy 
of Part II of its form ADV which com-
plies with § 275.204–1(b) under the Act or 
a written document containing at least 
the information then so required by 
Part II of Form ADV. 

(b) Delivery. (1) An investment ad-
viser, except as provided in paragraph 
(2), shall deliver the statement re-
quired by this section to an advisory 
client or prospective advisory client (i) 
not less than 48 hours prior to entering 
into any written or oral investment ad-
visory contract with such client or pro-
spective client, or (ii) at the time of 
entering into any such contract, if the 
advisory client has a right to termi-
nate the contract without penalty 
within five business days after entering 
into the contract. 

(2) Delivery of the statement re-
quired by paragraph (1) need not be 
made in connection with entering into 
(i) an investment company contract or 
(ii) a contract for impersonal advisory 
services. 

(c) Offer to deliver. (1) An investment 
adviser, except as provided in para-
graph (2), annually shall, without 
charge, deliver or offer in writing to 
deliver upon written request to each of 
its advisory clients the statement re-
quired by this section. 

(2) The delivery or offer required by 
paragraph (c)(1) of this section need 

not be made to advisory clients receiv-
ing advisory services solely pursuant 
to (i) an investment company contract 
or (ii) a contract for impersonal advi-
sory services requiring a payment of 
less than $200; 

(3) With respect to an advisory client 
entering into a contract or receiving 
advisory services pursuant to a con-
tract for impersonal advisory services 
which requires a payment of $200 or 
more, an offer of the type specified in 
paragraph (c)(1) of this section shall 
also be made at the time of entering 
into an advisory contract. 

(4) Any statement requested in writ-
ing by an advisory client pursuant to 
an offer required by this paragraph 
must be mailed or delivered within 
seven days of the receipt of the re-
quest. 

(d) Omission of inapplicable informa-
tion. If an investment adviser renders 
substantially different types of invest-
ment advisory services to different ad-
visory clients, any information re-
quired by Part II of Form ADV may be 
omitted from the statement furnished 
to an advisory client or prospective ad-
visory client if such information is ap-
plicable only to a type of investment 
advisory service or fee which is not 
rendered or charged, or proposed to be 
rendered or charged, to that client or 
prospective client. 

(e) Other disclosures. Nothing in this 
rule shall relieve any investment ad-
viser from any obligation pursuant to 
any provision of the Act or the rules 
and regulations thereunder or other 
federal or state law to disclose any in-
formation to its advisory clients or 
prospective advisory clients not spe-
cifically required by this rule. 

(f) Sponsors of wrap fee programs. (1) 
An investment adviser, registered or 
required to be registered pursuant to 
section 203 of the Act, that is com-
pensated under a wrap fee program for 
sponsoring, organizing, or admin-
istering the program, or for selecting, 
or providing advice to clients regarding 
the selection of, other investment ad-
visers in the program, shall, in lieu of 
the written disclosure statement re-
quired by paragraph (a) of this section 
and in accordance with the other provi-
sions of this section, furnish each cli-
ent and prospective client of the wrap 
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fee program with a written disclosure 
statement containing at least the in-
formation required by Schedule H of 
Form ADV (§ 279.1 of this chapter). Any 
additional information included in 
such disclosure statement should be 
limited to information concerning 
wrap fee programs sponsored by the in-
vestment adviser. 

(2) If an investment adviser is re-
quired under this paragraph (f) to fur-
nish disclosure statements to clients or 
prospective clients of more than one 
wrap fee program, the investment ad-
viser may omit from the disclosure 
statement furnished to clients and pro-
spective clients of a wrap fee program 
or programs any information required 
by Schedule H that is not applicable to 
clients or prospective clients of that 
wrap fee program or programs. 

(3) An investment adviser need not 
furnish the written disclosure state-
ment required by paragraph (f)(1) of 
this section to clients and prospective 
clients of a wrap fee program if another 
investment adviser is required to fur-
nish and does furnish the written dis-
closure statement to all clients and 
prospective clients of the wrap fee pro-
gram. 

(4) An investment adviser that is re-
quired under this paragraph (f) to fur-
nish a disclosure statement to clients 
of a wrap fee program shall furnish the 
disclosure statement to each client of 
the wrap fee program (including clients 
that have previously been furnished 
the brochure required under paragraph 
(a) of this section) no later than Octo-
ber 1, 1994. 

(g) Definitions. For the purpose of this 
rule: 

(1) Contract for impersonal advisory 
services means any contract relating 
solely to the provision of investment 
advisory services (i) by means of writ-
ten material or oral statements which 
do not purport to meet the objectives 
or needs of specific individuals or ac-
counts; (ii) through the issuance of sta-
tistical information containing no ex-
pression of opinion as to the invest-
ment merits of a particular security; or 
(iii) any combination of the foregoing 
services. 

(2) Entering into, in reference to an in-
vestment advisory contract, does not 
include an extension or renewal with-

out material change of any such con-
tract which is in effect immediately 
prior to such extension or renewal. 

(3) Investment company contract means 
a contract with an investment com-
pany registered under the Investment 
Company Act of 1940 which meets the 
requirements of section 15(c) of that 
Act. 

(4) Wrap fee program means a program 
under which any client is charged a 
specified fee or fees not based directly 
upon transactions in a client’s account 
for investment advisory services 
(which may include portfolio manage-
ment or advice concerning the selec-
tion of other investment advisers) and 
execution of client transactions. 

(Secs. 204, 206(4) and 211(a) (15 U.S.C. 80b–4 
and 80b–11(a))) 

[44 FR 7877, Feb. 7, 1979, as amended at 47 FR 
22507, May 25, 1982; 59 FR 21661, Apr. 26, 1994] 

§ 275.204A–1 Investment adviser codes 
of ethics. 

(a) Adoption of code of ethics. If you 
are an investment adviser registered or 
required to be registered under section 
203 of the Act (15 U.S.C. 80b–3), you 
must establish, maintain and enforce a 
written code of ethics that, at a min-
imum, includes: 

(1) A standard (or standards) of busi-
ness conduct that you require of your 
supervised persons, which standard 
must reflect your fiduciary obligations 
and those of your supervised persons; 

(2) Provisions requiring your super-
vised persons to comply with applica-
ble Federal securities laws; 

(3) Provisions that require all of your 
access persons to report, and you to re-
view, their personal securities trans-
actions and holdings periodically as 
provided below; 

(4) Provisions requiring supervised 
persons to report any violations of 
your code of ethics promptly to your 
chief compliance officer or, provided 
your chief compliance officer also re-
ceives reports of all violations, to other 
persons you designate in your code of 
ethics; and 

(5) Provisions requiring you to pro-
vide each of your supervised persons 
with a copy of your code of ethics and 
any amendments, and requiring your 
supervised persons to provide you with 
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