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accordance with § 141.20 before the date 
of the demand. 

(f) Form of demand. A demand for the 
return of merchandise to Customs cus-
tody shall be made on Customs Form 
4647 or other appropriate form, or by 
letter. One copy, with the date of mail-
ing or delivery noted thereon, shall be 
retained by the port director and made 
part of the entry record. 

(g) Time limitation. A demand for the 
return of merchandise to Customs cus-
tody shall not be made after the liq-
uidation of the entry covering such 
merchandise has become final. 

(h) Demand not complied with. When 
the demand of the port director for re-
turn of merchandise to Customs cus-
tody is not complied with, liquidated 
damages shall be assessed, except in 
the case of merchandise entered under 
chapter 98, subchapter XIII, HTSUS (19 
U.S.C. 1202), in an amount equal to the 
value of the merchandise not returned 
or three times the value of the mer-
chandise not returned if the merchan-
dise is restricted or prohibited mer-
chandise or alcoholic beverages, as de-
termined at the time of entry. The 
amount of liquidated damages to be as-
sessed on merchandise entered under 
chapter 98, subchapter XIII, HTSUS is 
set forth in § 10.39(d)(3) of this chapter. 

[T.D. 73–175, 38 FR 17447, July 2, 1973, as 
amended by T.D. 74–227, 39 FR 32023, Sept. 4, 
1974; T.D. 89–1, 53 FR 51262, Dec. 21, 1988; T.D. 
92–84, 57 FR 40607, Sept. 4, 1992; T.D. 93–66, 58 
FR 44130, Aug. 19, 1993; T.D. 94–95, 59 FR 
61800, Dec. 2, 1994; T.D. 99–64, 64 FR 43266, 
Aug. 10, 1999; T.D. 01–26, 66 FR 16854, Mar. 28, 
2001]

PART 142—ENTRY PROCESS
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Subpart A—Entry Documentation
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142.3 Entry documentation required. 
142.3a Entry numbers. 
142.4 Bond requirements. 
142.5 [Reserved] 
142.6 Invoice requirements. 
142.7 Examination of merchandise. 
142.8 Failure to file entry timely.

Subpart B—Entry Summary Documentation

142.11 Entry summary form. 

142.12 Time for filing or submission for pre-
liminary review. 

142.13 When entry summary must be filed at 
time of entry. 

142.14 Delinquent payment of Customs bills. 
142.15 Failure to file entry summary timely. 
142.16 Entry summary documentation. 
142.17 One entry summary for multiple en-

tries. 
142.17a One consolidated entry summary for 

multiple ultimate consignees. 
142.18 Entry summary not required for pro-

hibited merchandise. 
142.19 Release of merchandise under the 

entry summary.

Subpart C—Special Permit for Immediate 
Delivery

142.21 Merchandise eligible for special per-
mit for immediate delivery. 

142.22 Application for special permit for im-
mediate delivery. 

142.23 Time limit for filing documentation 
after release. 

142.24 Special permit. 
142.25 Discontinuance of immediate deliv-

ery privileges. 
142.26 Delinquent payment of Customs bills. 
142.27 Failure to file documentation timely. 
142.28 Withdrawal or entry summary not re-
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142.29 Other procedures applicable.

Subpart D—Line Release

142.41 Line Release. 
142.42 Application for Line Release proc-

essing. 
142.43 Line Release application approval 

process. 
142.44 Entry number range. 
142.45 Use of bar code by entry filer. 
142.46 Presentation of invoice and assign-

ment of entry number. 
142.47 Examinations of Line Release trans-

actions. 
142.48 Release procedure. 
142.49 Deletion of C–4 Code. 
142.50 Line Release data base corrections or 

changes. 
142.51 Changing election of entry or imme-

diate delivery. 
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ance of Line Release.

AUTHORITY: 19 U.S.C. 66, 1448, 1484, 1624.

SOURCE: T.D. 79–221, 44 FR 46821, Aug. 9, 
1979, unless otherwise noted.

§ 142.0 Scope. 
This part sets forth requirements and 

procedures relating to (a) the entry of 
merchandise, as authorized by section 
484, Tariff Act of 1930, as amended (19 
U.S.C. 1484), and (b) special permits for 
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immediate delivery of merchandise, as 
authorized by section 448(b), Tariff Act 
of 1930, as amended (19 U.S.C. 1448(b)).

Subpart A—Entry Documentation

§ 142.1 Definitions. 

For definitions of ‘‘entry’’, ‘‘entry 
summary’’, ‘‘submission’’, ‘‘filing’’, 
‘‘presentation’’, ‘‘entered for consump-
tion’’, ‘‘entered for warehouse’’, and 
‘‘entered temporarily under bond’’, as 
these terms relate to the entry of mer-
chandise, see § 141.0a of this chapter. 

(R.S. 251, as amended, secs. 623, as amended, 
624, 46 Stat. 759, as amended (19 U.S.C. 66, 
1623, 1624)) 

[T.D. 79–221, 44 FR 46821, Aug. 9, 1979, as 
amended by T.D. 84–213, 49 FR 41184, Oct. 19, 
1984]

§ 142.2 Time for filing entry. 
(a) General rule: After arrival of mer-

chandise. Merchandise for which entry 
is required shall be entered by the con-
signee within 5 working days after the 
entry of the importing vessel or air-
craft, report of the vehicle, or arrival 
at the port of destination in the case of 
merchandise transported in bond, un-
less a longer time is authorized by law 
or regulation, or by the port director in 
writing. 

(b) Before arrival of merchandise—(1) 
Entry. The entry documentation re-
quired by § 142.3(a) may be submitted 
before the merchandise arrives within 
the limits of the port where entry is to 
be made, in which case the time of 
entry shall be the time specified in 
§ 141.68(a). 

(2) When entry summary serves as 
entry. The entry summary when it will 
be filed at time of entry to serve as 
both the entry and the entry summary, 
as provided in § 142.3(b), may be sub-
mitted for preliminary review in ac-
cordance with §§ 141.63(a) and 
142.12(a)(2).

§ 142.3 Entry documentation required. 
(a) Contents. Except as provided in 

paragraph (b) of this section, the entry 
documentation required to secure the 
release of merchandise shall consist of 
the following: 

(1) Entry. Customs Form 3461 (appro-
priately modified), except that Cus-
toms Form 7533 (appropriately modi-
fied), in duplicate, may be used in place 
of Customs Form 3461 for merchandise 
imported from a contiguous country. 
The form used shall be prepared in ac-
cordance with § 141.61(a)(1) of this chap-
ter. 

(2) Evidence of the right to make entry. 
Evidence of the right to make entry, as 
set forth in § 141.11 of this chapter. 

(3) Commercial invoice. A commercial 
invoice, except that in those instances 
listed in § 141.83(d) of this chapter 
where a commercial invoice is not re-
quired, a pro forma invoice or other ac-
ceptable documentation listed in that 
section may be submitted in place of a 
commercial invoice. 

(4) Packing list. A packing list, where 
appropriate. 

(5) Other documentation. Other docu-
ments which may be required by Cus-
toms or other Federal, State, or local 
agencies for a particular shipment. 

(6) Identification. When merchandise 
is imported having been sold, or con-
signed, to a person in the United 
States, the name, street address, and 
appropriate identification number of 
that person, as provided in § 24.5 of this 
chapter, shall be shown on the entry 
documents (CF 3461, 3461 ALT, 7501). 
When, at the time of immediate deliv-
ery, entry or release, there is no known 
buyer, the name, street address, and 
appropriate identification number (as 
above) of the premises in the United 
States to which the merchandise is to 
be delivered must be shown on the 
entry or release documents. 

(b) Entry summary filed at time of 
entry. When the entry summary is filed 
at time of entry, in accordance with 
§ 142.12(a)(1) or § 142.13. 

(1) Customs Form 3461 or 7533 shall 
not be required, and 

(2) Customs Form 7501, or 3311, as ap-
propriate (see § 142.11), shall serve as 
both the entry and the entry summary 
documentation if the additional docu-
mentation set out in paragraphs (a)(2), 
(3), (4), and (5) of this section and 
§ 142.16(b) is filed. 
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(c) Extra copies. The port director 
may require additional copies of the 
documentation. 

(R.S. 251, as amended (19 U.S.C. 66), secs. 484, 
624, 46 Stat. 722, as amended, 759 (19 U.S.C. 
1484, 1624); sec. 301, 80 Stat. 379 (5 U.S.C. 301), 
Pub. L. 95–410 (Oct. 3, 1978); Pub. L. 96–511 
(Dec. 11, 1980)) 

[T.D. 79–221, 44 FR 46821, Aug. 9, 1979, as 
amended by T.D. 84–129, 49 FR 23167, June 5, 
1984; T.D. 90–92, 55 FR 49884, Dec. 3, 1990]

§ 142.3a Entry numbers. 

(a) Placement on Customs Forms. The 
importer or broker shall place an 11 
character entry number on the entry 
and corresponding entry summary doc-
umentation. For documentation pre-
pared on data processing equipment, 
the number shall be printed directly on 
the form. For manually prepared docu-
mentation, the number shall be pre-
printed in a machine readable format 
specified by Customs. The same num-
ber shall not be used for more than one 
entry transaction. 

(b) Format. The following format, in-
cluding hyphens, must be used when 
showing the entry number:

XXX–NNNNNNN–N

XXX represents an entry filer code as-
signed by Customs, NNNNNNN is a 
unique number which is assigned by 
the broker or importer, and N is a 
check digit computed from the first 10 
characters based on a formula provided 
by Customs. 

(1) Assignment of Entry Filer Code. 
Customs will assign a unique 3 char-
acter (alphabetic, numeric, or alpha 
numeric) entry filer code to all li-
censed brokers filing Customs entries. 
Customs will assign an entry filer code 
to certain importers filing Customs en-
tries based on importer entry volume, 
frequency of entry filing, and other 
considerations. The broker or importer 
shall use this assigned code as the be-
ginning three characters of the number 
for all Customs entries, regardless of 
where the entries are filed. 

(2) Entry Filer Assigned Number. For 
each entry, the broker or importer 
shall assign a unique 7 digit number. 
This number shall not be assigned to 
more than one transaction. 

(3) Check Digit. The broker or im-
porter is responsible for ensuring that 
the check digit is computed by data 
processing equipment. 

(c) Pulication of Entry Filer Codes. 
Customs shall make available elec-
tronically a listing of filer codes and 
the importers, consignees, and customs 
brokers assigned those filer codes. The 
listing will be updated periodically. 

(d) Misuse of the Entry Filer Code. The 
port director may refuse to allow use of 
an assigned entry filer code if it is mis-
used by the importer or broker. 

(e) Alternative Procedure. If an im-
porter does not have an assigned entry 
filer code, or if the port director, in ac-
cordance with paragraph (d) of this sec-
tion refuses to allow use of an assigned 
entry filer code, the importer or broker 
shall obtain forms with a Customs as-
signed pre-printed machine readable 
entry number with a computed check 
digit. These forms will be available for 
sale by Customs and must be obtained 
and used before the merchandise may 
be released from Customs custody. 

[T.D. 86–106, 51 FR 19167, May 28, 1986, as 
amended by T.D. 98–25, 63 FR 12996, Mar. 17, 
1998]

§ 142.4 Bond requirements. 
(a) At the time of entry. Except as pro-

vided in § 10.101(d) of this chapter, or 
paragraph (c) of this section, merchan-
dise shall not be released from Customs 
custody at the time Customs receives 
the entry documentation or the entry 
summary documentation which serves 
as both the entry and the entry sum-
mary, as required by § 142.3 unless a 
single entry or continuous bond on 
Customs Form 301, containing the bond 
conditions set forth in § 113.62 of this 
chapter, executed by an approved cor-
porate surety, or secured by cash de-
posits or obligations of the United 
States, as provided for in § 113.40 of this 
chapter, has been filed. When any of 
the imported merchandise is subject to 
a tariff-rate quota and is to be released 
at a time when the applicable quota is 
filled, the full rates shall be used in 
computing the estimated duties to de-
termine the amount of the bond. 

(b) If entry summary is filed after entry. 
(1) Except as provided in § 141.102(d) of 
this chapter, if the entry summary is 
filed after the entry, the bond filed at 
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the time of entry, as required by para-
graph (a) of this section or by § 142.19, 
shall continue to be obligated unless a 
superseding bond is filed, as provided in 
§ 141.20 of this chapter, or unless a bond 
of the type described in paragraph (a) 
of this section is filed under the cir-
cumstances described in paragraph 
(b)(2) of this section. If a superseding 
bond is filed, or if a bond is filed under 
the circumstances described in para-
graph (b)(2) of this section, the obliga-
tions of the initial bond shall be termi-
nated as to any liability which may ac-
crue after the superseding or other 
bond becomes effective. 

(2) If entry is made in the name of an 
agent, supported by the agent’s bond, 
or in the name of a principal, supported 
by the principal’s bond, and the entry 
summary thereafter is filed in the 
name of the other party, the party 
named in the entry summary shall file 
a bond on Customs Form 301, con-
taining the bond conditions set forth in 
§ 113.62 of this chapter. In this cir-
cumstance, the bond obligation of the 
party in whose name entry was made 
shall be terminated, as to liability 
which may accrue after the bond filed 
by the party named in the entry sum-
mary becomes effective, and the party 
filing the entry summary need not file 
the separate declaration of the actual 
owner and the superseding bond other-
wise required under § 141.20 of this 
chapter. 

(c) Waiver of surety or cash deposit. (1) 
The port director may waive the re-
quirement for surety or cash deposit on 
the bond required by this section when 
(i) the value of the merchandise which 
the bond secures does not exceed $2,500, 
(ii) the entry summary documentation 
is filed and estimated duties, if any, 
are deposited prior to release of the 
merchandise and (iii) the importer has 
not been delinquent or otherwise re-
miss in any transaction with Customs. 

(2) This authority to waive surety or 
cash deposit does not apply to (i) quota 
merchandise, (ii) any type of merchan-
dise which, in the opinion of the port 
director, cannot be easily appraised or 
classified, or (iii) any type of merchan-
dise where there may be, in the opinion 

of the port director based on past expe-
rience, a question of redelivery. 

(R.S. 251, as amended, secs. 623, as amended, 
624, 46 Stat. 759, as amended (19 U.S.C. 66, 
1623, 1624)) 

[T.D. 79–221, 44 FR 46821, Aug. 9, 1979, as 
amended by T.D. 84–213, 49 FR 41184, Oct. 19, 
1984; T.D. 85-161, 50 FR 38981, Sept. 26, 1985]

§ 142.5 [Reserved]

§ 142.6 Invoice requirements. 

(a) Contents. The commercial invoice, 
or the documentation acceptable in 
place of a commercial invoice in those 
instances listed in § 141.83(d) of this 
chapter, shall be furnished with the 
entry and before release of the mer-
chandise is authorized. The commer-
cial invoice or other acceptable docu-
mentation shall contain: 

(1) An adequate description of the 
merchandise. 

(2) The quantities of the merchan-
dise. 

(3) The values or approximate values 
of the merchandise. 

(4) The appropriate eight-digit sub-
heading from the Harmonized Tariff 
Schedule of the United States. If the 
importer is uncertain of the appro-
priate subheading number, Customs 
shall assist him at his request. The 
port director may waive this require-
ment if he is satisfied that the infor-
mation is not available at the time re-
lease of the merchandise is authorized. 

(5) The name and complete address of 
the foreign individual or firm who is 
responsible for invoicing the merchan-
dise, ordinarily the manufacturer/sell-
er, but where the manufacturer is not 
the seller, the party who sold the mer-
chandise for export to the U.S., or 
made the merchandise available for 
sale. 

(b) Information not required when filing 
entry. In addition to the information 
specified in paragraph (a) of this sec-
tion, the commercial invoice or sub-
stitute document filed with the entry 
documentation also may include any 
other invoice information required by 
§§ 141.86 through 141.89 of this chapter. 
However, if this information does not 
appear on the invoice or substitute 
document filed with the entry docu-
mentation, it shall be included in the 
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invoice or substitute document deliv-
ered at the time the entry summary 
documentation is filed. 

[T.D. 79–221, 44 FR 46821, Aug. 9, 1979; T.D. 80–
26, 45 FR 3901, Jan. 21, 1980, as amended by 
T.D. 90–25, 55 FR 12343, Apr. 3, 1990; T.D. 90–
78, 55 FR 40167, Oct. 2, 1990]

§ 142.7 Examination of merchandise. 

No merchandise for which the entry 
documentation required by § 142.3 has 
been filed shall be released until it has 
been examined, or until adequate sam-
ples have been taken in the case of 
merchandise which is to be classified 
and appraised by means of samples, un-
less this requirement is waived by the 
port director in accordance with sec-
tion 499, Tariff Act of 1930, as amended 
(19 U.S.C. 1499).

§ 142.8 Failure to file entry timely. 

Merchandise for which timely entry 
is not filed as required by § 142.2 shall 
be treated in accordance with § 4.37 and 
part 127 of this chapter.

Subpart B—Entry Summary 
Documentation

§ 142.11 Entry summary form. 

(a) Customs Form 7501. The entry sum-
mary shall be on Customs Form 7501 
unless a different form is prescribed 
elsewhere in this chapter. Customs 
Form 7501 shall be used for merchan-
dise formally entered for consumption, 
formally entered for warehouse, or re-
warehouse in accordance with § 144.11 of 
this chapter, and formally entered tem-
porarily under bond under § 10.31 of this 
chapter. The entry summary for mer-
chandise which may be entered free of 
duty in accordance with § 10.1 (g) or (h) 
of this chapter may be on Customs 
Form 3311 instead of on Customs Form 
7501. For merchandise entitled to be en-
tered under an informal entry, see 
§ 143.23 of this chapter. 

(b) Extra copies. The port director 
may require additional copies of the 
entry summary. 

(R.S. 251, as amended (19 U.S.C. 66), secs. 484, 
624, 46 Stat. 722, as amended, 759 (19 U.S.C. 
1484, 1624); sec. 301, 80 Stat. 379 (5 U.S.C. 301), 
Pub. L. 95–410 (Oct. 3, 1978); Pub. L. 96–511 
(Dec. 11, 1980)) 

[T.D. 79–221, 44 FR 46821, Aug. 9, 1979, as 
amended by T.D. 84–129, 49 FR 23167, June 5, 
1984; T.D. 84–213, 49 FR 41185, Oct. 19, 1984]

§ 142.12 Time for filing or submission 
for preliminary review. 

(a) At option of importer—(1) Filing. 
Except as provided in § 142.13, the im-
porter may file the entry summary 
documentation at the time of entry in 
which case the entry summary, with 
estimated duties attached, shall serve 
as both the entry and the entry sum-
mary. 

(2) Submission for preliminary review. If 
the importer intends to file the entry 
summary documentation at the time of 
entry, he may submit the entry sum-
mary documentation for preliminary 
review before arrival of the merchan-
dise, in accordance with § 141.63(a) of 
this chapter. After preliminary review 
is completed, the entry summary shall 
be returned to the importer for filing 
in accordance with paragraph (a)(1) of 
this section. 

(b) When required. If the importer is 
not required to file the entry summary 
documentation at the time of entry 
under the provisions of § 142.13, or if he 
does not elect to do so, the entry sum-
mary documentation shall be filed, 
with estimated duties attached, within 
10 working days after the time of 
entry. 

(c) Estimated duties. Estimated duties, 
if any, shall be deposited in accordance 
with the provisions of subpart G of part 
141 of this chapter.

§ 142.13 When entry summary must be 
filed at time of entry. 

(a) Authority of port director. The port 
director may require that the entry 
summary documentation be filed and 
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that estimated duties, if any, be depos-
ited at the time of entry before the 
merchandise is released if the im-
porter: 

(1) Has failed repeatedly to file time-
ly entry summary documentation 
without justification, 

(2) Has not taken prompt action to 
settle a claim for liquidated damages 
issued under § 142.15 for failure to file 
entry summary documentation timely, 
or a claim for liquidated damages 
issued under the basic importation and 
entry bond for failure to deposit esti-
mated duties, taxes and charges time-
ly, as provided in such bond. ‘‘Prompt 
action’’ means that the importer, with-
in the time specified in a claim for liq-
uidated damages, shall petition for re-
lief or pay the amount claimed and, in 
appropriate cases, file the entry sum-
mary documentation and deposit esti-
mated duties, if any, or 

(3) Has repeatedly delivered entry 
summary documentation, which is in-
complete or which contains erroneous 
information. 

(4) Is substantially or habitually de-
linquent in the payment of Customs 
bills. See § 142.14. 

(b) Special classes of merchandise—(1) 
Quota-class merchandise. Quota-class 
merchandise shall not be released upon 
delivery of entry documentation before 
presentation of: 

(i) An entry summary for consump-
tion with estimated duties attached; or 

(ii) A withdrawal for consumption 
with estimated duties attached; or 

(iii) An entry summary for consump-
tion, without the estimated duties at-
tached, if the entry/entry summary in-
formation and a valid scheduled state-
ment date have been successfully re-
ceived by Customs via the Automated 
Broker Interface. (See part 132 and 
§ 24.25 of this chapter.) 

(2) Other classes of merchandise. Entry 
summary documentation, with esti-
mated duties attached, or a withdrawal 
for consumption with estimated duties 
attached, or an entry summary for con-
sumption, without the estimated du-
ties attached if the entry/entry sum-
mary information and a valid sched-
uled statement date have previously 
been transmitted to Customs via the 
Automated Broker Interface (see § 24.25 
of this chapter) shall be filed at the 

time of entry before release of any 
other merchandise of a class designated 
by Customs Headquarters. 

(c) [Reserved] 
(d) Brokers; restriction. A broker shall 

not circumvent an action taken under 
this section by applying for release of 
the importer’s merchandise in the bro-
ker’s name and under the broker’s 
bond. 

[T.D. 79–221, 44 FR 46821, Aug. 9, 1979, as 
amended by T.D. 89–104, 54 FR 50498, Dec. 7, 
1989; T.D. 93–37, 58 FR 30984, May 28, 1993; 
T.D. 95–77, 60 FR 50020, Sept. 27, 1995]

§ 142.14 Delinquent payment of Cus-
toms bills. 

The following procedure shall be fol-
lowed if an importer is substantially or 
habitually delinquent in the payment 
of Customs bills: 

(a) Notice. The importer shall be ad-
vised in writing by the port director in 
which he is substantially or habitually 
delinquent that he shall file the entry 
summary documentation with esti-
mated duties attached, before his mer-
chandise may be released from Cus-
toms custody at that port. The notice 
shall state the reason for the action 
and advise the importer that if pay-
ment of all his delinquent Customs 
bills is not made within 10 working 
days from the date of the notice, he 
shall be required to file the entry sum-
mary document with estimated duties 
attached, before his merchandise may 
be released. In either case, the entry 
summary shall serve as both the entry 
and the entry summary. 

(b) Removal of requirement by port. If 
the importer pays all his delinquent 
Customs bills within 10 working days 
after the date of the notice, the re-
quirement shall be removed, and the 
importer need file only the entry docu-
mentation specified in § 142.3 to secure 
release of his merchandise. 

(c) Removal of requirement by Head-
quarters. If the importer has not paid 
all his delinquent Customs bills within 
10 working days after the date of the 
notice, he also shall be required to file 
the entry summary documentation, 
with estimated duties attached, at 
each Customs port. In this case, the 
entry summary shall serve as both the 
entry and the entry summary. This re-
quirement shall remain in effect in 
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each port of entry until notification is 
received from Headquarters that the 
requirement is removed and that the 
importer need submit only the entry 
documentation listed in § 142.3 to se-
cure release of his merchandise.

§ 142.15 Failure to file entry summary 
timely. 

If the entry summary documentation 
is not filed timely, the port director 
shall make an immediate demand for 
liquidated damages in the entire 
amount of the bond in the case of a sin-
gle entry bond. When the transaction 
has been charged against a continuous 
bond, the demand shall be for the 
amount that would have been de-
manded if the merchandise had been 
released under a single entry bond. Any 
application to cancel liquidated dam-
ages incurred shall be made in accord-
ance with part 172 of this chapter. 

(R.S. 251, as amended, secs. 623, as amended, 
624, 46 Stat. 759, as amended (19 U.S.C. 66, 
1623, 1624)) 

[T.D. 79–221, 44 FR 46821, Aug. 9, 1979, as 
amended by T.D. 84–213, 49 FR 41185, Oct. 19, 
1984]

§ 142.16 Entry summary documenta-
tion. 

(a) Entry summary not filed at time of 
entry. When the entry documentation 
is filed before the entry summary docu-
mentation, one copy of the entry docu-
ment and the commercial invoice, or 
the documentation filed in place of a 
commercial invoice in the instances 
listed in § 141.83(d) of this chapter, shall 
be returned to the importer after Cus-
toms authorizes release of the Mer-
chandise. The importer may use these 
documents in preparing the entry sum-
mary, Customs Form 7501, and shall 
file them with the entry summary doc-
umentation within the time period 
stated in § 142.12(b). The entry sum-
mary documentation also shall include 
any other documents required for a 
particular shipment unless a bond for 
missing documents is on file, as pro-
vided in § 141.66 of this chapter. 

(b) Entry summary filed at time of 
entry. When the entry summary docu-
mentation is filed at time of entry, the 
documentation listed in § 142.3 shall be 
filed at the same time, except that Cus-
toms Form 3461 or 7533 shall not be re-

quired. The importer also shall file any 
additional invoice required for a par-
ticular shipment. 

(R.S. 251, as amended (19 U.S.C. 66), secs. 484, 
624, 46 Stat. 722, as amended, 759 (19 U.S.C. 
1484, 1624); sec. 301, 80 Stat. 379 (5 U.S.C. 301), 
Pub. L. 95–410 (Oct. 3, 1978); Pub. L. 96–511 
(Dec. 11, 1980)) 

[T.D. 79–221, 44 FR 46821, Aug. 9, 1979; T.D. 80–
26, 45 FR 3901, Jan. 21, 1980, as amended by 
T.D. 84–129, 49 FR 23168, June 5, 1984]

§ 142.17 One entry summary for mul-
tiple entries. 

(a) Requirements. Except as provided 
in paragraph (b) of this section, the 
port director may permit the filing of 
one entry summary for merchandise 
the subject of separate entries if: 

(1) The merchandise has the same 
country of exportation, and the same 
country of origin, 

(2) The merchandise arrives by land, 
by the same vessel or by the same air 
carrier, 

(3) The merchandise is consigned to 
the same consignee, 

(4) The time between the date of the 
first entry and the date of the last 
entry does not exceed 1 week, 

(5) The entry summary document is 
filed within 10 working days from the 
date of the first entry, and 

(6) Each entry is identified separately 
by entry number on the entry sum-
mary. 

(b) Merchandise not eligible. One entry 
summary shall not be used for multiple 
entries of the following: 

(1) Quota-class merchandise, 
(2) Prohibited merchandise, 
(3) Merchandise subject to restric-

tions which require processing and doc-
umentation more frequently than on a 
weekly basis, 

(4) Merchandise for which liquidation 
has been withheld, and 

(5) Merchandise classifiable under the 
same Harmonized Tariff Schedule of 
the United States subheading number, 
to the eight-digit level having different 
rates of duty for which entries or im-
mediate transportation entries have 
been filed. However, this provision is 
not applicable in the following cir-
cumstances: 

(i) Entries. Entries may be consoli-
dated if the time of entry is: 
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(A) Before the date of change in rate 
of duty, or 

(B) On or after the date of change in 
rate of duty. 

(ii) Immediate transportation entries. 
Immediate transportation entries may 
be consolidated if the date of accept-
ance is: 

(A) Before the date of change in the 
rate of duty, or 

(B) On or after the date of change in 
rate of duty. 

(c) Entry documentation not in proper 
form. If an entry summary covering 
multiple entries refers to entry docu-
mentation which is not in proper form, 
the entry summary and the entry docu-
mentation shall be returned for correc-
tion. 

[T.D. 79–221, 44 FR 46821, Aug. 9, 1979, as 
amended by T.D. 89–1, 53 FR 51262, Dec. 21, 
1988]

§ 142.17a One consolidated entry sum-
mary for multiple ultimate con-
signees. 

(a) Applicability. The port director 
may permit a broker as nominal con-
signee to file a consolidated entry sum-
mary in his own name under his own 
bond covering shipments of like or 
similar merchandise consigned to var-
ious ultimate consignees provided that 
all the merchandise is: 

(1) Imported on the same day, 
(2) Itemized as to each category of 

merchandise by Harmonized Tariff 
Schedule of the United States Anno-
tated subheading to the ten-digit level, 
and 

(3) Released on the same day, either 
under the entry documentation speci-
fied in § 142.3, or under a special permit 
for immediate delivery. A consolidated 
entry summary may be filed for mer-
chandise arriving by land, by the same 
vessel, or by the same air carrier. 

(b) Information required on the entry 
summary—(1) Separate listing according 
to ultimate consignee. The broker shall 
list separately on the face of the con-
solidated entry summary the merchan-
dise for each ultimate consignee, to-
gether with the appropriate entry or 
special permit numbers. 

(2) If different land carriers are in-
volved. If merchandise arriving by dif-
ferent land carriers is included on one 
entry summary, necessary information 

pertaining to each carrier shall be 
shown on the face of the entry sum-
mary, related to the applicable ship-
ment. 

[T.D. 79–221, 44 FR 46821, Aug. 9, 1979, as 
amended by T.D. 89–1, 53 FR 51262, Dec. 21, 
1988]

§ 142.18 Entry summary not required 
for prohibited merchandise. 

(a) Exportation or destruction of pro-
hibited merchandise. If merchandise re-
leased at time of entry is later found to 
be prohibited, the port director shall 
demand its return to Customs custody 
in accordance with § 141.113 of this 
chapter, and an entry summary and the 
deposit of estimated duties, if any, 
shall not be required provided: 

(1) An entry for exportation, Customs 
Form 7512, or an application to destroy 
the merchandise under Customs super-
vision is made within 10 days after the 
time of entry, and the exportation or 
destruction is accomplished promptly, 
or 

(2) An entry for transportation and 
exportation, Customs Form 7512, is 
made within 10 days after the time of 
entry and domestic carriage of the 
merchandise does not conflict with the 
requirements of another Federal agen-
cy. 

(b) Procedures for exportation or de-
struction. The exportation or destruc-
tion of prohibited merchandise as re-
quired by paragraph (a) shall be in ac-
cordance with §§ 158.41 and 158.45(c) of 
this chapter.

§ 142.19 Release of merchandise under 
the entry summary. 

Merchandise, for which an entry 
summary serves as both an entry and 
an entry summary, shall not be re-
leased from Customs custody until a 
bond has been filed, or the entry has 
been liquidated, as follows: 

(a) Bond. Merchandise not designated 
for examination may be released to, or 
upon the order of, the carrier if a bond 
is filed on Customs Form 301, con-
taining the bond conditions set forth in 
§ 113.62 of this chapter. Merchandise 
designated for examination may be re-
leased under the bond after examina-
tion has been completed if: 

(1) It has been found to be truly and 
correctly invoiced, 
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(2) It is entitled to admission into the 
commerce of the United States, and 

(3) Its release is not precluded by any 
law or regulation. If merchandise is en-
tered by or on behalf of a United States 
Government department or agency, the 
stipulation prescribed in § 141.102(d) of 
this chapter shall be accepted in place 
of a bond. 

(b) After liquidation. If a bond has not 
been filed in accordance with para-
graph (a) of this section, the merchan-
dise shall not be released before: 

(1) The entry has been liquidated and 
the full amount of all duties and taxes 
due, including dumping or other special 
duties and charges, has been paid, or 
the right to free entry established. 

(2) The port director determines that 
the merchandise may be admitted into 
the commerce of the United States, 
and 

(3) All documents relating to the 
merchandise which are required by law 
or regulation have been filed. 

(R.S. 251, as amended, secs. 623, as amended, 
624, 46 Stat. 759, as amended (19 U.S.C. 66, 
1623, 1624)) 

[T.D. 79–221, 44 FR 46821, Aug. 9, 1979, as 
amended by T.D. 84–213, 49 FR 41185, Oct. 19, 
1984]

Subpart C—Special Permit for 
Immediate Delivery

§ 142.21 Merchandise eligible for spe-
cial permit for immediate delivery. 

Merchandise may be released under a 
special permit for immediate delivery, 
in accordance with section 448(b), Tar-
iff Act of 1930, as amended (19 U.S.C. 
1448(b)), in the following cir-
cumstances: 

(a) Contiguous countries. At the dis-
cretion of the port director, merchan-
dise arriving by land from Canada or 
Mexico may be released under a special 
permit for immediate delivery provided 
the importer has on file a bond on Cus-
toms Form 301, containing the bond 
conditions set forth in § 113.62 of this 
chapter. An entry summary shall be 
filed in accordance with § 142.22(b)(1), 
and estimated duties, if any, shall be 
deposited, within the time period speci-
fied in § 142.23 for all merchandise from 
contiguous countries released under a 
special permit except for fresh fruits 
and vegetables for human consumption 

released under the provisions of para-
graph (b) of this section. 

(b) Fresh fruits and vegetables. (1) An 
application for a special permit for im-
mediate delivery may be made for the 
transportation of fresh fruits and vege-
tables for human consumption arriving 
from Canada or Mexico to the import-
er’s premises within the port of impor-
tation, but removed from the area im-
mediately contiguous to the border. 

(2) The application shall be accom-
panied by a continuous bond on Cus-
toms Form 301, containing the bond 
conditions set forth in § 113.62 of this 
chapter. 

(3) The fresh fruits and vegetables 
shall be transported to the importer’s 
premises in the vehicles in which they 
crossed the border or, if transshipment 
is necessary in vehicles provided by the 
importer. The fresh fruits and vegeta-
bles may be examined at the importer’s 
premises. Those portions without com-
mercial value may be disposed of in ac-
cordance with the provisions of 
§ 158.11(b) of this chapter, and the bal-
ance shall be entered for consumption 
or transported in bond under an entry 
for immediate transportation without 
appraisement or under an entry for 
transportation and exportation. 

(c) Agency of U.S. Government. Mer-
chandise may be released under the im-
mediate delivery procedure if the ship-
ment is consigned to or for the account 
of any agency or office of the United 
States Government, or to an officer or 
official of any such agency in his offi-
cial capacity, as provided in § 10.101 of 
this chapter. 

(d) Articles of a trade fair. Articles for 
a trade fair may be released under the 
immediate delivery procedure, as pro-
vided in § 147.13 of this chapter. 

(e) Quota-class merchandise—(1) Tariff 
rate. At the discretion of the port direc-
tor, merchandise subject to a tariff-
rate quota may be released under a spe-
cial permit for immediate delivery pro-
vided the importer has on file a bond 
on Customs Form 301, containing the 
bond conditions set forth in § 113.62 of 
this chapter. An entry summary shall 
be properly presented pursuant to 
§ 132.1 of this chapter within the time 
specified in § 142.23, or within the quota 
period, whichever expires first. If prop-
er presentation is not made until after 
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the tariff-rate quota is filled, the mer-
chandise shall not be entitled to the 
quota rate of duty, and the importer 
shall pay duties at the over-quota rate. 

(2) Absolute. At the discretion of the 
port director, perishable merchandise 
of a class approved by Customs Head-
quarters which is subject to an abso-
lute quota may be released under a spe-
cial permit for immediate delivery for 
removal to the importer’s premises, or 
to any other location approved by the 
port director, until an entry summary 
is properly presented pursuant to § 132.1 
of this chapter. A proper entry sum-
mary must be presented for merchan-
dise so released within the time speci-
fied in § 142.23, or within the quota pe-
riod, whichever expires first. If the ab-
solute quota is filled before the im-
porter has properly presented an entry 
summary, he may either present an 
entry summary for warehouse or, 
under Customs supervision, export or 
destroy the merchandise. 

(f) Release from warehouse followed by 
warehouse withdrawal for consumption. 
Merchandise may be released from 
warehouse under a special permit: 

(1) At the discretion of the port direc-
tor when: 

(i) The warehouse is located a consid-
erable distance from the customhouse 
and actual release of the merchandise 
from the warehouse may not be ef-
fected within the next full business day 
after the day of the payment of duty, 
and 

(ii) The port has sufficient manpower 
to permit such practice; 

(2) The importer shall have on file a 
bond on Customs Form 301, containing 
the bond conditions set forth in § 113.62 
of this chapter; and 

(3) The immediate delivery permit 
shall be annotated to state that a 
warehouse withdrawal for consumption 
will be filed for this merchandise. 

(g) When authorized by Headquarters. 
Headquarters may authorize the re-
lease of merchandise under the imme-
diate delivery procedure in cir-
cumstances other than those described 
in paragraphs (a), (b), (c), (d), (e), and 
(f) of this section provided a bond on 
Customs Form 301, containing the bond 

conditions set forth in § 113.62 of this 
chapter is on file. 

(R.S. 251, as amended, secs. 623, as amended, 
624, 46 Stat. 759, as amended (19 U.S.C. 66, 
1623, 1624)) 

[T.D. 79–221, 44 FR 46821, Aug. 9, 1979, as 
amended by T.D. 81–260, 46 FR 49842, Oct. 8, 
1981; T.D. 84–213, 49 FR 41185, Oct. 19, 1984; 
T.D. 89–104, 54 FR 50499, Dec. 7, 1989]

§ 142.22 Application for special permit 
for immediate delivery. 

(a) Form. An application for a special 
permit for immediate delivery shall be 
made on Customs Form 3461 supported 
by the documentation provided for in 
§ 142.3, except that a commercial in-
voice shall not be required. Instead of a 
commercial invoice, the importer may 
deliver to Customs a pro forma invoice, 
waybill, or other document setting 
forth an adequate description of the 
merchandise and the quantities, to-
gether with the values or approximate 
values when values are needed for the 
purpose of examination. If the mer-
chandise is to be released under a term 
special permit, the documentation also 
shall show the term special permit 
number, as provided for in § 142.24. 

(b) Customs custody. Merchandise for 
which a special permit for immediate 
delivery has been issued under § 142.21 
of this part shall be considered to re-
main in Customs custody until the fil-
ing of one of the following: 

(1) An entry summary for consump-
tion, with estimated duties attached; 
an entry summary for consumption 
without estimated duties attached, if 
entry/entry summary information and 
a valid scheduled statement date (pur-
suant to § 24.25 of this chapter) have 
successfully been received by Customs 
via the Automated Broker Interface; 
an entry summary for warehouse; or an 
entry summary for entry temporarily 
under bond, which may be filed in any 
of the circumstances under § 142.21 of 
this part except for merchandise re-
leased from warehouse under § 142.21(f) 
of this part; 

(2) A withdrawal for consumption, 
with estimated duties attached, which 
shall be filed only for merchandise re-
leased from warehouse under § 142.21(f) 
of this part; 

(3) An entry for transportation and 
exportation, immediate transportation 
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without appraisement, or direct expor-
tation, which shall be filed in those cir-
cumstances under § 142.21(b) and (e)(2) 
of this part; or entry for transportation 
and exportation, or direct exportation, 
which shall be filed in the cir-
cumstances under § 142.28 of this part 
or 

(4) An application to destroy, which 
shall be filed in those circumstances 
under §§ 142.21(b) and (e)(2), and § 142.28 
of this part. 

(R.S. 251, as amended, secs. 623, as amended, 
624, 46 Stat. 759, as amended (19 U.S.C. 66, 
1623, 1624)) 

[T.D. 79–221, 44 FR 46821, Aug. 9, 1979, as 
amended by T.D. 81–260, 46 FR 49842, Oct. 8, 
1981; T.D. 89–104, 54 FR 50499, Dec. 7, 1989]

§ 142.23 Time limit for filing docu-
mentation after release. 

The applicable documentation de-
scribed in § 142.22(b) shall be filed, and 
estimated duties, if any, shall be depos-
ited, within 10 working days after the 
merchandise or any part of the mer-
chandise is authorized for release under 
a special permit for immediate delivery 
or, for quota class merchandise within 
the quota period, whichever expires 
first. 

[T.D. 79–221, 44 FR 46821, Aug. 9, 1979; T.D. 80–
26, 45 FR 3901, Jan. 21, 1980; T.D. 98–34, 63 FR 
19399, Apr. 20, 1998]

§ 142.24 Special permit. 

(a) Conditions for issuance. At the dis-
cretion of the port director, a special 
permit for immediate delivery may be 
issued on Customs Form 3461, appro-
priately modified, for a class or classes 
of merchandise particularly described 
in the application for the permit. 

(b) Notation of value for each shipment. 
When applying for the release of a ship-
ment of merchandise under a special 
permit for immediate delivery, the im-
porter shall note a value for the ship-
ment on the documentation presented. 
The value so noted shall not be less 
than the invoice value. 

(R.S. 251, as amended, secs. 623, as amended, 
624, 46 Stat. 759, as amended (19 U.S.C. 66, 
1623, 1624)) 

[T.D. 79–221, 44 FR 46821, Aug. 9, 1979, as 
amended by T.D. 84–213, 49 FR 41185, Oct. 19, 
1984]

§ 142.25 Discontinuance of immediate 
delivery privileges. 

(a) Authority of port director. The port 
director may discontinue immediate 
delivery privileges if the importer: 

(1) Has failed repeatedly to file the 
applicable Customs documentation set 
forth in § 142.22(b) timely without jus-
tification, or 

(2) Has not taken prompt action to 
settle a claim for liquidated damages 
issued under § 142.27 for failure to file 
the applicable Customs documentation 
set forth in § 142.22(b) timely, or a 
claim for liquidated damages issued 
under the basic importation and entry 
bond for failure to deposit estimated 
duties, taxes and charges timely, as 
provided in such bond. ‘‘Prompt ac-
tion’’ means that the importer, within 
the time specified in a claim for liq-
uidated damages shall petition for re-
lief or pay the amount claimed and, 
file the applicable documentation and 
deposit estimated duties, if any. 

(3) Has repeatedly delivered docu-
mentation required by § 142.22(b) which 
is incomplete or which contains erro-
neous information. 

(4) Is substantially or habitually de-
linquent in the payment of Customs 
bills. See § 142.26. 

(b) Brokers; restriction. A broker shall 
not circumvent an action taken under 
this section by applying for the imme-
diate release of the importer’s mer-
chandise in the broker’s name and 
under the broker’s bond. 

[T.D. 79–221, 44 FR 46821, Aug. 9, 1979, as 
amended by T.D. 93–37, 58 FR 30984, May 28, 
1993; T.D. 95–77, 60 FR 50020, Sept. 27, 1995]

§ 142.26 Delinquent payment of Cus-
toms bills. 

The following procedures shall be fol-
lowed if an importer is substantially or 
habitually delinquent in the payment 
of Customs bills: 

(a) Notice. The importer shall be ad-
vised in writing by the director of the 
port in which he is substantially or ha-
bitually delinquent that his immediate 
delivery privileges have been sus-
pended. The notice shall state the rea-
son for the action and advise the im-
porter that if payment of all his delin-
quent Customs bills is not made within 
10 working days from the date of the 
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notice, the importer’s immediate deliv-
ery privileges also shall be suspended 
at all Customs ports. 

(b) Reinstatement of privileges by port. 
If the importer pays all his delinquent 
Customs bills within 10 working days 
after the date of the notice, the suspen-
sion shall be removed, and the import-
er’s immediate delivery privileges shall 
be reinstated. 

(c) Reinstatement of privileges by Head-
quarters. If the importer has not paid 
all his delinquent Customs bills within 
10 working days after the date of the 
notice, his immediate delivery privi-
leges shall be suspended at all Customs 
ports. This suspension shall remain in 
effect in each port of entry until notifi-
cation is received from Headquarters 
that the suspension is removed and 
that the importer’s immediate delivery 
privileges have been reinstated.

§ 142.27 Failure to file documentation 
timely. 

If the applicable Customs docu-
mentation set forth in § 142.22(b) is not 
filed within the time provided in 
§ 142.23, the port director shall make an 
immediate demand for liquidated dam-
ages in the amount of the bond in the 
case of a single entry bond. When the 
transaction has been charged against a 
continuous bond, the demand shall be 
for the amount that would have been 
demanded if the merchandise had been 
released under a single entry bond. Any 
application for cancellation of liq-
uidated damages incurred shall be 
made in accordance with part 172 of 
this chapter. 

(R.S. 251, as amended, secs. 623, as amended, 
624, 46 Stat. 759, as amended (19 U.S.C. 66, 
1623, 1624)) 

[T.D. 79–221, 44 FR 46821, Aug. 9, 1979, as 
amended by T.D. 84–213, 49 FR 41185, Oct. 19, 
1984]

§ 142.28 Withdrawal or entry summary 
not required for prohibited mer-
chandise. 

(a) Exportation or destruction of pro-
hibited merchandise. If merchandise re-
leased under a special permit for imme-
diate delivery later is found to be pro-
hibited, the port director shall demand 
its recall in accordance with § 141.113 of 
this chapter (applicable to the recall of 
merchandise released from Customs 

custody), and withdrawal or entry sum-
mary documentation and the deposit of 
estimated duties, if any, shall not be 
required provided: 

(1) The merchandise is exported or 
destroyed under Customs supervision 
within the time limit for entry speci-
fied in § 142.23, or 

(2) An entry for exportation or for 
transportation and exportation on Cus-
toms form 7512, or an application to de-
stroy the merchandise, is made within 
the specified time limit, and the expor-
tation or destruction is accomplished 
promptly. 

(b) Procedures for exportation or de-
struction. The exportation or destruc-
tion of prohibited merchandise re-
quired by paragraph (a) of this section 
shall be under the same procedures as 
exportation or destruction of prohib-
ited merchandise covered by a con-
sumption entry with remission or re-
fund of duties. See §§ 158.41 and 158.45(c) 
of this chapter. 

(c) Notation on exportation entry. An 
entry for exportation or for transpor-
tation and exportation of prohibited 
merchandise for which no entry sum-
mary for consumption has been filed 
shall be stamped or imprinted con-
spicuously with the legend:

PROHIBITED MERCHANDISE, NO OTHER 
ENTRY FILED

§ 142.29 Other procedures applicable. 
Merchandise released under a special 

permit for immediate delivery shall be 
subject to the same procedures applica-
ble to all other imported merchandise, 
unless specific procedures are set forth 
in this subpart.

Subpart D—Line Release

SOURCE: T.D. 92–93, 57 FR 44093, Sept. 24, 
1992, unless otherwise noted.

§ 142.41 Line Release. 
Line Release is an automated system 

designed to release and tract repetitive 
shipments. It is a method of entry or 
immediate delivery extended to im-
porters of merchandise which Customs 
deems to be repetitive and high vol-
ume. Line Release may be used only at 
locations approved by Customs for han-
dling Line Release. At certain high-
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risk locations along the land borders of 
the United States (the locations to be 
published in the FEDERAL REGISTER), 
which are approved by Customs for 
handling Line Release, the use of Line 
Release for particular shipments may 
be denied by Customs unless the im-
ported merchandise is transported by 
carriers that participate in the Land 
Border Carrier Initiative Program (see, 
subpart H of part 123 of this chapter). 

[T.D. 92–93, 57 FR 44093, as amended by T.D. 
99–2, 64 FR 33, Jan. 4, 1999]

§ 142.42 Application for Line Release 
processing. 

In order to obtain approval for proc-
essing import transactions through 
Line Release, a broker or importer fil-
ing its own entries (entry filer) must 
submit an application to the port di-
rector, signed by the entry filer, in a 
format described as a Line Release 
Data Loading Sheet. The application 
must be accompanied by a representa-
tive sample of an actual commercial 
invoice for the products sought to be 
processed under Line Release. The Line 
Release Data Loading Sheet must con-
tain the following information with 
each information element appearing on 
a separate line. 

(a) Port where application is being 
made. 

(b) Initiating Company Information: 
name, address, city, state, contact per-
son, phone number of contact person, 
and signature. 

(c) Listing of all ports in which the 
initiating company has filed a similar 
application for Line Release. 

(d) Country of origin codes (ISO codes 
from Annex B of HTSUS) for the mer-
chandise. 

(e) Shipper or manufacturer informa-
tion: Name, address, city, province/
state, country, postal code, indication 
by noting ‘‘M’’ or ‘‘S’’ whether this in-
formation relates to a manufacturer 
(M) or a shipper (S), and manufacturer 
identification number of the shipper or 
manufacturer. 

(f) Importer information (if importer 
is different than filer): Name, address, 
city, state and country, zip code, im-
porter number, bond number, and sur-
ety code. 

(g) Entry filer information: Name, 
importer number, filer code, bond num-
ber, and surety code. 

(h) Product information: Product de-
scription, manifest unit of measure, 
HTSUS number described to sub-head-
ing level for particular product or 
range of HTSUS numbers at sub-head-
ing levels for multiple products for 
which Line Release is sought. 

(i) Election of whether the Line Re-
lease transaction is to be considered an 
entry or an immediate delivery.

§ 142.43 Line Release application ap-
proval process. 

(a) Port review. The port director 
shall review each Line Release applica-
tion to determine whether the ship-
ments qualify for Line Release proc-
essing. The port director may contact 
the applicant for further information, 
if necessary. An application that fails 
to elect whether the Line Release 
transaction is to be considered an 
entry or an immediate delivery will be 
returned to the applicant. If all re-
quired information is submitted, the 
application will be forwarded to Head-
quarters for final processing. 

(b) Assignment of C–4 Codes. A C–4 
Code (Common Commodity Classifica-
tion Code), which is a unique code iden-
tifying the shipper or manufacturer, 
importer, entry filer, and the product 
for each Line Release shipment, shall 
be assigned by Headquarters to each 
application approved for Line Release. 
Headquarters shall annotate each ap-
proved application with a C–4 Code and 
return the application to the port di-
rector who shall return the approved 
application to the entry filer. 

(c) Denial of Line Release application. 
If the port director is considering the 
denial of a Line Release application, 
consideration shall be given to whether 
an application by the same filer for the 
same transaction has been approved at 
another port. If there is not an ap-
proved application at another port and 
the port director determines that the 
application shall be denied, the appli-
cation shall be noted denied and re-
turned to the entry filer without a C–4 
Code annotation by the port director. 
If an application has been approved at 
another port, but the port director still 
questions whether the application 
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should be approved at his port, the port 
director shall forward the application 
to the Assistant Commissioner, Office 
of Information Management. The Of-
fice of Information and Technology 
will review the application and will no-
tify the port director of the final deter-
mination.

§ 142.44 Entry number range. 
After an application for Line Release 

has received final approval, filers must 
provide the port director, in writing, 
with a range of entry numbers for use 
in the system so that an entry number 
can be assigned automatically to each 
Line Release transaction. For the pur-
poses of this subpart, ‘‘entry number’’, 
when the release is an immediate deliv-
ery, merely refers to the Line Release 
transaction number; this number does 
not become the actual entry number 
until an entry for the merchandise re-
leased under the immediate delivery 
procedure is filed. A separate range 
must be provided for each Line Release 
site at the port. These entry numbers 
shall be used for assignment within the 
Line Release system. Entry filers shall 
not assign these numbers to other 
entry transactions.

§ 142.45 Use of bar code by entry filer. 
(a) Printing of C–4 Code. Upon receipt 

of an approved Line Release applica-
tion, the entry filer, in accordance 
with instructions from the port direc-
tor, shall preprint invoices with the C–
4 Code in bar code and alpha-numeric 
format or print labels with the nec-
essary information. Bar codes shall be 
printed in accordance with the speci-
fications stated in Customs Publica-
tion 561 (Line Release Overview). Labels 
or preprinted invoices also shall state 
the name of the shipper or manufac-
turer of the product and the name of 
the importer of record, if other than 
the entry filer, above the bar code and 
the name of the entry filer and a prod-
uct description below the bar code. 

(b) Multiple commodity processing. 
Multiple commodity processing allows 
more than one product to be released 
under one entry number. The shipper/
manufacturer, importer of record and 
the entry filer must be the same. The 
product description is the only variable 
allowed. The commodities should be 

listed on one invoice with C–4 Code la-
bels for each commodity attached to 
the invoice. 

(c) Distribution of labels. If labels are 
used, the labels shall be affixed to the 
invoices in accordance with instruc-
tions from the port director. The entry 
filer may either affix the labels or dis-
tribute the labels to the shippers/man-
ufacturers and instruct them in the use 
and placement of the labels.

§ 142.46 Presentation of invoice and 
assignment of entry number. 

(a) Presentation of invoice. When mer-
chandise that has been approved for 
Line Release is imported at a Line Re-
lease site, the carrier, importer or filer 
shall present Customs with an invoice 
with the bar code or codes printed or 
affixed and, according to the method of 
transportation, the appropriate mani-
fest document. 

(b) Verification of data. If after scan-
ning the bar code at the Line Release 
site, the Customs officer verifies the 
data on the bar code with the informa-
tion on the invoice, he will key the 
quantity on the invoice and an entry 
number will be automatically assigned 
to the transaction. If there are any dif-
ferences between the system data and 
the invoice and bar code, including any 
differences in entry filer, the Customs 
officer shall order an examination. 

(c) Other agency documentation. If the 
Line Release shipment requires other 
agency documentation, the Customs of-
ficer at the Line Release site will be 
alerted to that requirement electroni-
cally when he verifies the data on the 
bar code with the information on the 
invoice. If the required form is pre-
sented to the officer with the docu-
mentation package, the shipment may 
be released.

§ 142.47 Examinations of Line Release 
transactions. 

(a) General. Merchandise imported 
under Line Release generally may be 
released without further Customs proc-
essing. Customs, however, may choose 
to inspect any Line Release shipment. 
Examinations may be either specifi-
cally ordered by the Customs officer or 
random. 
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(b) Voiding of Line Release Trans-
action. Customs may void a Line Re-
lease transaction for the following rea-
sons: Because of an examination, be-
cause a carrier transporting the Line 
Release merchandise is not a partici-
pant in the Land Border Carrier Initia-
tive Program (LBCIP), or because a 
driver or conveyance is not authorized 
in accordance with the LBCIP. If this 
occurs, Customs will return the invoice 
to the carrier, and the entry filer, in 
order to enter merchandise, shall pre-
pare and submit either a CF 3461 or 3461 
Alternate. 

[T.D. 92–93, 57 FR 44093, Sept. 24, 1992, as 
amended by T.D. 99–2, 64 FR 33, Jan. 4, 1999]

§ 142.48 Release procedure. 
(a) General. When the Customs officer 

at the Line Release site determines 
that a shipment is ready for release, re-
lease data, consisting of the entry 
number, the date and time of release, 
the inspector’s badge number, the 
quantity and unit of measure, and the 
C–4 Code will be printed on the invoice 
and the manifest document and, when 
other agency documentation is pre-
sented, may be printed on that docu-
mentation. The invoice shall be re-
turned to the entry filer and the mani-
fest document shall be retained by Cus-
toms. 

(b) Notification to non-ABI partici-
pants. The returned invoice with the 
release data shall be the release notifi-
cation to non-ABI participants. 

(c) Notification to ABI participants. If 
the Line Release entry filer is an oper-
ational ABI participant, the filer shall 
receive an electronic notification of 
the release consisting of the importer 
of record number, the port of entry, the 
filer code, the entry number, the date 
and time of release, the manufacturer 
code, the quantity and unit of measure, 
the release site, the HTSUS number(s), 
the C–4 Code and the country or coun-
tries of origin.

§ 142.49 Deletion of C–4 Code. 
(a) By Customs. A port director may 

temporarily or permanently delete an 
entry filer’s C–4 Code without pro-
viding the participant with any jus-
tification and without prior notifica-
tion in cases of willfulness or when 
public health, interest, or safety so re-

quires, thereby revoking the filer’s use 
of Line Release. 

(b) By entry filer. Entry filers may de-
lete C–4 Codes from Line Release by no-
tifying the port director in writing on 
a Deletion Data Loading Sheet. Such 
notification shall state the C–4 Code 
which is to be deleted, the port where 
the C–4 Code is to be deleted and the 
reason for the requested deletion. A 
copy of the originally approved Data 
Loading Sheet must be submitted with 
the Deletion Data Loading Sheet. If 
only a temporary deletion is desired, 
the filer shall state the requested effec-
tive date for the deletion and the date 
the C–4 Code is requested to be re-
turned to Line Release processing.

§ 142.50 Line Release data base correc-
tions or changes. 

The applicant shall notify the port 
director of any changes in names, im-
porter or filer numbers or bond infor-
mation on a Line Release Data Loading 
Sheet as soon as possible. Notification 
shall be accomplished by the submis-
sion of a copy of the original loading 
sheet with a Correction Data Loading 
Sheet.

§ 142.51 Changing election of entry or 
immediate delivery. 

An applicant who has already re-
ceived a C–4 Code and wishes to change 
the election chosen on his Line Release 
application as to whether the release 
should be considered an entry or an im-
mediate delivery must submit a letter 
requesting such change to the port di-
rector where the C–4 Code is used. This 
letter must include the C–4 Code to be 
changed and the date the change is to 
be effective. If the requested change is 
for a temporary time period, the letter 
shall include the date the releases are 
to return to the release type originally 
requested. Applications that fail to 
state the effective dates of the changes 
requested will be returned to the appli-
cant.

§ 142.52 Port-wide and multiple port 
acceptance of Line Release. 

(a) Port-wide processing. If a C–4 Code 
has been approved by the port director, 
the C–4 Code may be used at any Line 
Release site at the port. 
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(b) Multiple port processing. In order 
for a C–4 Code approved at one port to 
be used at another port, the entry filer 
must submit an application to the port 
director of the other port. While uni-
form criteria shall be applied to ap-
proving similar shipments for Line Re-
lease at all ports, a port director may 
exercise his discretion to deny Line Re-
lease at his port even though a similar 
shipment may be approved at another 
port.

PART 143—SPECIAL ENTRY 
PROCEDURES

Sec.
143.0 Scope.

Subpart A—Automated Broker Interface

143.1 Eligibility. 
143.2 Application. 
143.3 Action on application. 
143.4 Confidentiality of data. 
143.5 System performance requirements. 
143.6 Failure to maintain performance 

standards. 
143.7 Revocation of ABI participation. 
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143.12 Form of entry. 
143.13 Documents to be presented with 

entry. 
143.14 Payment of additional expenses. 
143.15 Deposit of estimated duties and 
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143.16 Substitution of warehouse entry.

Subpart C—Informal Entry
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143.22 Formal entry may be required. 
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and Customs Form 368 or 368A (serially 
numbered). 
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143.27 Invoices. 
143.28 Deposit of duties and release of mer-

chandise.

Subpart D—Electronic Entry Filing

143.31 Applicability. 
143.32 Definitions. 
143.33 Eligibility criteria for participation. 

143.34 Procedure for electronic immediate 
delivery or entry. 

143.35 Procedure for electronic entry sum-
mary. 

143.36 Form of immediate delivery, entry 
and entry summary. 

143.37 Retention of records. 
143.38 [Reserved] 
143.39 Penalties.

AUTHORITY: 19 U.S.C. 66, 1481, 1484, 1498, 
1624.

SOURCE: T.D. 73–175, 38 FR 17463, July 2, 
1973, unless otherwise noted.

§ 143.0 Scope. 

This part sets forth the requirements 
and procedures for participation in the 
Automated Broker Interface (ABI) and 
for the clearance of imported merchan-
dise under appraisement and informal 
entries as well as under electronic 
entry filing, which are in addition to 
the general requirements and proce-
dures for all entries set forth in part 
141 of this chapter. More specific re-
quirements and procedures are set 
forth elsewhere in this chapter; for ex-
ample, in part 145 for importations by 
mail, and in part 10 for merchandise 
conditionally free of duty or subject to 
a reduced rate. 

[T.D. 73–175, 38 FR 17463, July 2, 1973, as 
amended by T.D. 90–92, 55 FR 49884, Dec. 3, 
1990]

Subpart A—Automated Broker 
Interface

SOURCE: T.D. 90–92, 55 FR 49884, Dec. 3, 1990, 
unless otherwise noted.

§ 143.1 Eligibility. 
The Automated Broker Interface 

(ABI) is a module of the Customs Auto-
mated Commercial System (ACS) 
which allows participants to transmit 
data electronically to Customs through 
ABI and to receive transmissions 
through ACS. Its purposes are to im-
prove administrative efficiency, en-
hance enforcement of Customs and re-
lated laws, lower costs and expedite the 
release of cargo. Participants in ABI 
may be: 

(a) Customs brokers as defined in 
§ 111.1 of this chapter; 

(b) Importers as defined in § 101.1 of 
this chapter; and 
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