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favorable than those offered to any
other purchaser.

§ 120.553 Appeal.

If the application is denied, the Bor-
rower may appeal the decision to the
AA/FA. Until the conclusion of any ap-
peal, the Borrower may retain posses-
sion of the homestead property.

§ 120.554 Conflict of laws.

In the event of a conflict between the
homestead provisions at §§ 120.550
through 120.553 of this part, and any
state law relating to the right of a Bor-
rower to designate for separate sale or
to redeem part or all of the real prop-
erty securing a loan foreclosed by the
Lender, state law shall prevail.

Subpart F—Secondary Market

FISCAL AND TRANSFER AGENT (FTA)

§ 120.600 Definitions.

(a) Certificate is the document the
FTA issues representing a beneficial
fractional interest in a Pool (Pool Cer-
tificate), or an undivided interest in
the entire guaranteed portion of an in-
dividual 7(a) guaranteed loan (Indi-
vidual Certificate).

(b) Current means that no repayment
from a Borrower to a Lender is over 29
days late measured from the due date
of the payment on the records of the
FTA’s central registry (Pools) or the
entity servicing the loan (individual
guaranteed portion).

(c) FTA is the SBA’s fiscal and trans-
fer agent.

(d) Note Rate is the interest rate on
the Borrower’s note.

(e) Net Rate is the interest rate on an
individual guaranteed portion of a loan
in a Pool.

(f) Pool is an aggregation of SBA
guaranteed portions of loans made by
Lenders.

(g) Pool Assembler is a financial insti-
tution that:

(1) Organizes and packages a Pool by
acquiring the SBA guaranteed portions
of loans from Lenders;

(2) Resells fractional interests in the
Pool to Registered Holders; and

(3) Directs the FTA to issue Certifi-
cates.

(h) Pool Rate is the interest rate on a
Pool Certificate.

(i) Registered Holder is the Certificate
owner listed in FTA’s records.

(j) SBA’s Secondary Market Program
Guide is an issuance from SBA which
describes the characteristics of Sec-
ondary Market transactions.

§ 120.601 SBA Secondary Market.
The SBA secondary market (‘‘Sec-

ondary Market’’) consists of the sale of
Certificates, representing either the
entire guaranteed portion of an indi-
vidual 7(a) guaranteed loan or an undi-
vided interest in a Pool consisting of
the SBA guaranteed portions of a num-
ber of 7(a) guaranteed loans. By the
terms of such Certificate, SBA guaran-
tees a Registered Holder timely pay-
ment of principal and interest from the
loan or loans underlying the Certifi-
cate. Transactions involving interests
in Pools or the sale of individual guar-
anteed portions of loans are governed
by the contracts entered into by the
parties, SBA’s Secondary Market Pro-
gram Guide, and this subpart. See sec-
tions 5 (f), (g), and (h) of the Small
Business Act (15 U.S.C. 634 (f), (g) and
(h)).

CERTIFICATES

§ 120.610 Form and terms of Certifi-
cates.

(a) General form and content. Each
Certificate must be registered with the
FTA. SBA must approve the terms of
the Certificate.

(b) Face amount of Pool Certificate.
The face amount of a Pool Certificate
cannot be less than a minimum
amount as specified in the Program
Guide, and the dollar amount of Cer-
tificates must be in increments which
SBA will specify in the Program Guide
(except for one Certificate in each
Pool). SBA may change these require-
ments based upon an analysis of mar-
ket conditions and program experience,
and will publish any such change in the
FEDERAL REGISTER.

(c) Basis of payment for Pool Certifi-
cates. Principal installments and inter-
est payments are based on the unpaid
principal balance of the portion of the
Pool represented by a Pool Certificate.
All prepayments on loans in the Pool
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must be passed through to the appro-
priate Registered Holders with the reg-
ularly scheduled payments to such
Holders.

(d) Basis of payment for Individual Cer-
tificates. Principal installments and in-
terest payments are based on the un-
paid principal balance of the SBA guar-
anteed portion of the loan supporting
an Individual Certificate. The Certifi-
cate must provide for a pass through to
the Registered Holder of payments
which the FTA receives from a Lender
or any entity servicing the loan, less
applicable fees.

(e) Interest rate on Pool Certificate. The
interest rate on a Pool Certificate
must be equal to the lowest Net Rate
on any individual guaranteed portion
of a loan in the Pool.

§ 120.611 Pools backing Pool Certifi-
cates.

(a) Pool characteristics. As set forth in
the Program Guide, each Pool must
have:

(1) A minimum number of guaranteed
portions of loans;

(2) A minimum aggregate principal
balance of the guaranteed portions;

(3) A maximum percentage of the
Pool which an individual guaranteed
portion may constitute;

(4) A maximum allowable difference
between the highest and lowest note
interest rates;

(5) A maximum allowable difference
between the remaining terms to matu-
rity of the loans in the Pool; and

(6) A minimum weighted average ma-
turity at Pool formation.

(b) Adjustment of Pool characteristics.
SBA may adjust the Pool characteris-
tics periodically based upon program
experience and market conditions.

§ 120.612 Loans eligible to back Certifi-
cates.

(a) Pool Certificates are backed by
the SBA guaranteed portions of loans
comprising the Pool. An Individual
Certificate is backed by the SBA guar-
anteed portion of a single loan. Any
such loan must:

(1) Be current as of the date the Pool
is formed or the individual guaranteed
portion of a loan is initially sold in the
Secondary Market;

(2) Be guaranteed under the Act; and

(3) Meet such other standards as SBA
may determine to be necessary for the
successful operation of the Secondary
Market program.

(b) The loans that back a Pool must
meet the SBA requirements in effect at
the time the Pool is formed.

§ 120.613 Secondary Participation
Guarantee Agreement.

When a Lender wants to sell the
guaranteed portion of a loan, it enters
into a Secondary Participation Guar-
antee Agreement (‘‘SPGA’’) with SBA
and the prospective purchaser. The
terms of sale between the Lender and
the purchaser cannot require the Lend-
er or SBA to repurchase the guaran-
teed portion of the loan except in ac-
cordance with the terms of the SPGA.
Before execution of the SPGA, the
Lender must:

(a) Submit to FTA a copy of the pro-
posed SPGA, the note, and such other
documents as SBA may require;

(b) Disburse to the Borrower the full
amount of the loan; and

(c) Pay SBA all guarantee fees rel-
evant to the loan in full.

THE SBA GUARANTEE OF A CERTIFICATE

§ 120.620 SBA guarantee of a Pool Cer-
tificate.

(a) Extent of Guarantee. SBA guaran-
tees to a Registered Holder the timely
payment of principal and interest in-
stallments and any prepayment or
other recovery of principal to which
the Registered Holder is entitled. If the
Borrower of a loan in a Pool backing
the Certificates does not make a re-
quired installment payment, SBA,
through the FTA, will make advances
to maintain the schedule of interest
and principal payments to the Reg-
istered Holders.

(b) SBA guarantee backed by full faith
and credit. SBA’s guarantee of the Pool
Certificate is backed by the full faith
and credit of the United States.

§ 120.621 SBA guarantee of an Indi-
vidual Certificate.

(a) Extent of SBA guarantee. With re-
spect to Individual Certificates, SBA
guarantees to purchase from the Reg-
istered Holder the guaranteed portion
of the loan for an amount equal to the
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unpaid principal and accrued interest
due as of the date of SBA’s purchase,
less deductions for applicable fees. Un-
like the SBA guarantee with respect to
pooled loans, SBA does not guarantee
timely payment on Individual Certifi-
cates.

(b) What triggers the SBA guarantee.
SBA’s guarantee to the Registered
Holder may be called upon when:

(1) The Borrower remains in uncured
default for 60 days on payments of prin-
cipal or interest due on the note;

(2) The Lender fails to send to the
FTA on a timely basis payments it re-
ceived from the Borrower; or

(3) The FTA fails to send to the Reg-
istered Holder on a timely basis any
payments it has received from the
Lender.

(c) Full faith and credit. SBA’s guar-
antee to the Registered Holder is
backed by the full faith and credit of
the United States.

POOL ASSEMBLERS

§ 120.630 Qualifications to be a Pool
Assembler.

(a) Application to become Pool Assem-
bler. The application to become a Pool
Assembler is available from the AA/FA.
In order to qualify as a Pool Assem-
bler, an entity must send the applica-
tion to the AA/FA, with an application
fee, and certify that it:

(1) Is regulated by the appropriate
agency as defined in section 3(a)(34)(G)
of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934
(15 U.S.C. 78c(a)(34)(G));

(2) Meets all financial and other ap-
plicable requirements of its regulatory
authority and the Government Securi-
ties Act of 1986, as amended (Pub. L. 99–
571, 100 Stat. 3208);

(3) Has the financial capability to as-
semble acceptable and eligible guaran-
teed loan portions in sufficient quan-
tity to support the issuance of Pool
Certificates; and

(4) Is in good standing with SBA (as
the AA/FA determines), the Office of
the Comptroller of the Currency
(‘‘OCC’’) if it is a national bank, the
Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation
if it is a bank not regulated by the
OCC, or the National Association of Se-
curities Dealers if it is a member.

(b) Approval by SBA. An entity may
not submit Pool applications to the

FTA until SBA has approved the appli-
cation to become a Pool Assembler.

(c) Conduct of business by Pool Assem-
bler. An entity continues to qualify as
a Pool Assembler so long as it:

(1) Meets the eligibility standards in
paragraph (a) of this section;

(2) Conducts its business in accord-
ance with SBA regulations and accept-
ed securities or banking industry prac-
tices, ethics, and standards; and

(3) Maintains its books and records in
accordance with generally accepted ac-
counting principles or in accordance
with the guidelines of the regulatory
body governing its activities.

§ 120.631 Suspension or termination of
Pool Assembler.

(a) Suspension or termination. The AA/
FA may suspend a Pool Assembler
from operating in the Secondary Mar-
ket for up to 18 months or terminate
its status as a Pool Assembler, if the
Pool Assembler (and/or its Associates):

(1) Does not comply with any of the
requirements in § 120.630 (a) and (c);

(2) Has been indicted or otherwise
formally charged with, or convicted of,
a misdemeanor or felony;

(3) Has received an adverse civil judg-
ment that it has committed a breach of
trust or a violation of a law or regula-
tion protecting the integrity of busi-
ness transactions or relationships;

(4) Has not formed a Pool for at least
three years; or

(5) Is under investigation by its regu-
lating authority for activities which
may affect its fitness to participate in
the Secondary Market.

(b) Suspension procedures. The AA/FA
shall notify a Pool Assembler by cer-
tified mail, return receipt requested, of
the decision to suspend and the reasons
therefore at least 10 business days prior
to the effective date of the suspension.
The Pool Assembler may appeal the
suspension made under this section
pursuant to the procedures set forth in
part 134 of this chapter. The action of
the AA/FA shall remain in effect pend-
ing resolution of the appeal.

(c) Notice of termination. In order to
terminate a Pool Assembler, the AA/
FA must issue an order to show cause
why the SBA should not terminate the
Pool Assembler’s participation in the
Secondary Market. The Pool Assembler
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may appeal the termination made
under this section pursuant to proce-
dures set forth in part 134 of this chap-
ter. The action of the AA/FA shall re-
main in effect pending resolution of
the appeal.

MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS

§ 120.640 Administration of the Pool
and Individual Certificates.

(a) FTA responsibility. The FTA has
the responsibility to administer each
Pool or Individual Certificate. It shall
maintain a registry of Registered Hold-
ers and other information as SBA re-
quires.

(b) Self-liquidating. Each Pool or indi-
vidual guaranteed portion of a loan in
the Secondary Market is self-liqui-
dating because of Borrower payments
or prepayments, redemption by SBA,
and/or payments by SBA or the Lender
after default by the Borrower. Substi-
tution of the guaranteed portions of ex-
isting loans for defaulted loans is not
permitted.

(c) SBA’s right to subrogation. If SBA
pays a claim under a guarantee with
respect to a Certificate issued under
this subpart, it must be subrogated
fully to the rights satisfied by such
payment.

(d) SBA ownership rights not limited.
No Federal, State or local law can pre-
clude or limit the exercise by SBA of
its ownership rights in the portions of
loans constituting the Pool against
which the Certificates are issued.

§ 120.641 Disclosure to purchasers.
(a) Information to purchaser. Prior to

any sale, the Pool Assembler, Reg-
istered Holder of an Individual Certifi-
cate, or any subsequent seller must dis-
close to the purchaser, verbally or in
writing, information on the terms, con-
ditions, and yield as described in the
SBA Secondary Market Program
Guide.

(b) Information on transfer document.
The seller must provide the same infor-
mation described in paragraph (a) of
this section in writing on the transfer
document when the seller submits it to
the FTA. After the sale of an Indi-
vidual Certificate, the FTA will pro-
vide the disclosure information in writ-
ing to the purchaser.

(c) Information in prospectus. If the
Registered Holder is a trust, invest-
ment Pool, mutual fund or other secu-
rity, it must disclose the information
in paragraph (a) of this section to in-
vestors through a prospectus and other
promotional material if an Individual
Certificate or Pool Certificate is placed
into or used as the backing for the in-
vestment vehicle.

§ 120.642 Requirements before the FTA
issues Pool Certificates.

Before the FTA issues any Pool Cer-
tificate, the Pool Assembler must de-
liver to it the following documents:

(a) A properly completed Pool appli-
cation form;

(b) Either:
(1) Individual Certificates evidencing

the guaranteed portions comprising the
Pool; or

(2) An executed SPGA and related
documentation for the loans whose
guaranteed portions are to be part of
the Pool; and

(c) Any other documentation which
SBA may require.

§ 120.643 Requirements before the FTA
issues Individual Certificates.

(a) FTA issuance of initial Certificate.
Before the FTA can issue the Indi-
vidual Certificate for a guaranteed por-
tion of a loan, the original seller must
provide the following documents to the
FTA:

(1) An executed SPGA;
(2) A copy of the note representing

the guaranteed loan; and
(3) Any other documentation which

SBA may require.
(b) Review of documentation. SBA

may review or require the FTA to re-
view any documentation before the
FTA issues a Certificate.

§ 120.644 Transfers of Certificates.

(a) General rule. Certificates are
transferable. Transfers in the Sec-
ondary Market must comply with Arti-
cle 8 of the Uniform Commercial Code
of the State of New York. The seller
must use the detached form of assign-
ment (SBA Form 1088), unless the sell-
er and purchaser choose to use another
form which the SBA approves. The
FTA may refuse to issue a Certificate
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until it is satisfied that the documents
of transfer are complete.

(b) Transfer on FTA records. In order
for the transfer of a Certificate to be
effective the FTA must reflect it on its
records.

(c) Contents of letter of transmittal ac-
companying the transfer of Certificates.
(1) A letter of transmittal must accom-
pany each Certificate which a Reg-
istered Holder submits to the FTA for
transfer. The Registered Holder must
supply the following information in the
letter:

(i) Pool number, if applicable;
(ii) Certificate number;
(iii) Name of purchaser of Certificate;
(iv) Address and tax identification

number of the purchaser;
(v) Name and telephone number of

the person handling or facilitating the
transfer;

(vi) Instructions for the delivery of
the new Certificate.

(2) The Registered Holder must also
send the fee which the FTA charges for
this service. The FTA will supply fee
information to the Registered Holder.

(d) Lender cannot purchase guaranteed
portion of loan it made. The Lender (or
its Associate) that made a 7(a) guaran-
teed loan cannot purchase the guaran-
teed portion of that loan in the Sec-
ondary Market. If a Lender does pur-
chase the guaranteed portion of one of
its own loans, it shall not have the un-
conditional guarantee of SBA.

§ 120.645 Redemption of Certificates.
(a) Redemption of Individual Certifi-

cate. The prepayment of the underlying
loan or a default on such loan will trig-
ger the redemption of the Certificate
by FTA/SBA in accordance with the
procedures prescribed in the SPGA.

(b) Redemption of Pool Certificate. The
FTA and SBA may redeem a Pool Cer-
tificate because of prepayment or de-
fault of all loans in a Pool.

§ 120.650 Registration duties of FTA in
Secondary Market.

The FTA registers all Certificates.
This means it issues, transfers title to,
and redeems them. All financial trans-
actions relating to a guaranteed por-
tion of a loan flow through the FTA. In
fulfilling its obligation to keep the
central registry current, the FTA may,

with SBA’s approval, obtain any nec-
essary information from the parties in-
volved in the Secondary Market.

§ 120.651 Claim to FTA by Registered
Holder to replace Certificate.

(a) To replace a Certificate because
of loss, theft, destruction, mutilation,
or defacement, the Registered Holder
must:

(1) Give the FTA information about
the Certificate and the facts relating to
the claim;

(2) File an indemnity bond acceptable
to SBA and the FTA with a surety to
protect the interests of SBA and the
FTA;

(3) Pay the FTA its fee to replace a
Certificate; and

(4) Use an affidavit of loss (form
available from the FTA) to report:

(i) The name and address of the Reg-
istered Holder (and the name and ca-
pacity of any representative actually
filing the claim);

(ii) The Certificate by Pool number,
if applicable;

(iii) The Certificate number;
(iv) The original principal amount;
(v) The name in which the Certificate

was registered;
(vi) Any assignment, endorsement or

other writing on the Certificate; and
(vii) A statement of the cir-

cumstances of the theft or loss.
(b) When the FTA receives notice of

the theft or loss, it will stop any trans-
fer of the Certificate. The Registered
Holder must send to the FTA all avail-
able portions of a mutilated or defaced
Certificate. When the Registered Hold-
er completes these steps, the FTA will
replace the Certificate.

§ 120.652 FTA fees.
The FTA may charge reasonable

servicing fees, transfer fees, and other
fees as the SBA and FTA may nego-
tiate under contract.

SUSPENSION OR REVOCATION OF
PARTICIPANT IN SECONDARY MARKET

§ 120.660 Suspension or revocation.
(a) Suspension or revocation of Lender,

broker, dealer, or Registered Holder for
violation of Secondary Market rules and
regulations. The AA/FA may suspend or
revoke the privilege of a Lender,
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broker, dealer, or Registered Holder to
sell, purchase, broker, or deal in loans
or Certificates for:

(1) Committing a serious violation, in
SBA’s discretion, of:

(i) The regulations governing the
Secondary Market; or

(ii) Any provisions in the contracts
entered into by the parties, including
SBA Forms 1085, 1086, 1088 and 1454; or

(2) Knowingly submitting false or
fraudulent information to the SBA or
FTA.

(b) Additional rules for suspension or
revocation of broker or dealer. In addi-
tion to acting under paragraph (a) of
this section, the AA/FA may suspend or
revoke the privilege of any broker or
dealer to sell or otherwise deal in Cer-
tificates in the Secondary Market if:

(1) Its supervisory agency has re-
voked or suspended the broker or deal-
er from engaging in the securities busi-
ness, or is investigating the firm or
broker for a practice which SBA con-
siders, in its sole discretion, to be rel-
evant to the broker’s or dealer’s fitness
to participate in the Secondary Mar-
ket;

(2) The broker or dealer has been in-
dicted or otherwise formally charged
with a misdemeanor or felony which
bears on its fitness to participate in
the Secondary Market; or

(3) A civil judgment is entered hold-
ing that the broker or dealer has com-
mitted a breach of trust or a violation
of any law or regulation protecting the
integrity of business transactions or
relationships.

(c) Notice to suspend or revoke. The
AA/FA shall notify the affected party
in writing, providing the reasons there-
fore, at least 10 business days prior to
the effective date of the suspension or
revocation. The affected party may ap-
peal the suspension or revocation made
under this section pursuant to the pro-
cedures set forth in part 134 of this
chapter. The action of the AA/FA will
remain in effect pending resolution of
the appeal. Revocation will last a min-
imum of five years.

Subpart G—Microloan Program

§ 120.700 What is the Microloan Pro-
gram?

The Microloan Program assists
women, low income individuals, minor-
ity entrepreneurs, and other small
businesses which need small amounts
of financial assistance. Under this pro-
gram, SBA makes direct and guaran-
teed loans to Intermediaries (as defined
below) who use the proceeds to make
loans to eligible borrowers. SBA may
also make grants under the program to
Intermediaries and other qualified non-
profit entities to be used for mar-
keting, management, and technical as-
sistance to the program’s target popu-
lation.

[61 FR 3235, Jan. 31, 1996, as amended at 66
FR 47073, Sept. 11, 2001]

§ 120.701 Definitions.

(a) Deposit account is a demand, time,
savings, passbook, or similar account
maintained with an insured depository
institution (not including an account
evidenced by a Certificate of Deposit).

(b) Economically Distressed Area is a
county or equivalent division of local
government of a state in which, accord-
ing to the most recent available data
from the United States Bureau of the
Census, 40 percent or more of the resi-
dents have an annual income that is at
or below the poverty level.

(c) Grant is a Federal award of
money, or property in lieu of money
(including cooperative agreements) to
an eligible grantee that must account
for its use. The term does not include
the provision of technical assistance,
revenue sharing, loans, loan guaran-
tees, interest subsidies, insurance, di-
rect appropriations, or any fellowship
or other lump sum award.

(d) Insured depository institution has
the same meaning as in section 3(c) of
the Federal Deposit Insurance Act, 12
U.S.C. 1813(c).

(e) Intermediary is an entity partici-
pating in the Microloan Demonstration
Program which makes and services
Microloans to eligible small businesses
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