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§ 141.140

(in lieu of the value calculated in paragraph (c)(1)(iii) of this section) when
calculating compliance under the provisions of paragraph (c)(1) of this section.
(iv) In any month that the system’s
finished water SUVA, measured according to § 141.131(d)(4), is ≤2.0 L/mg-m, the
system may assign a monthly value of
1.0 (in lieu of the value calculated in
paragraph (c)(1)(iii) of this section)
when calculating compliance under the
provisions of paragraph (c)(1) of this
section.
(v) In any month that a system practicing enhanced softening lowers alkalinity below 60 mg/L (as CaCO3), the
system may assign a monthly value of
1.0 (in lieu of the value calculated in
paragraph (c)(1)(iii) of this section)
when calculating compliance under the
provisions of paragraph (c)(1) of this
section.
(3) Subpart H systems using conventional treatment may also comply with
the requirements of this section by
meeting the criteria in paragraph (a)(2)
or (3) of this section.
(d) Treatment technique requirements
for DBP precursors. The Administrator
identifies the following as treatment
techniques to control the level of disinfection byproduct precursors in
drinking water treatment and distribution systems: For Subpart H systems
using conventional treatment, enhanced coagulation or enhanced softening.

Subpart M—Information Collection
Requriements (ICR) for Public
Water Systems
SOURCE: 61 FR 24368, May 14, 1996, unless
otherwise noted.
EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 61 FR 24368, May
14, 1996, subpart M, consisting of §§ 141.140
through 141.144, was added, effective June 18,
1996 and will expire on Dec. 31, 2000.

§ 141.140 Definitions specific to subpart M.
The following definitions apply only
to the requirements of subpart M of
this part and are arranged alphabetically.
Distribution system means the components of a PWS that are under the control of that PWS located after the

point where the finished water sample
is taken and that provide distribution,
storage, and/or booster disinfection of
finished water.
Distribution System Equivalent (DSE)
sample means a sample collected from
the distribution system for the purpose
of comparing it with the ‘‘simulated
distribution system (SDS) sample’’.
The DSE sample shall be selected using
the following criteria:
(1) No additional disinfectant added
between the treatment plant and the
site where the DSE sample is collected;
(2) Approximate detention time of
water is available; and
(3) There is no blending with finished
water from other treatment plants.
Entry point to distribution system
means a location following one or more
finished water sample points but prior
to the beginning of the distribution
system.
Finished water means water that does
not undergo further treatment by a
treatment plant other than maintenance of a disinfection residual.
Haloacetic acids (five) (HAA5) means
the sum of the concentration in
micrograms per liter of the haloacetic
acids mono-, di-, and trichloroacetic
acid; mono-, and di-, bromoacetic acid,
rounded to two significant figures.
Haloacetic acids (six) (HAA6) means
the concentration in micrograms per
liter of the haloacetic acids mono-,
di-, and trichloroacetic acid; mono-,
and
dibromoacetic
acid;
and
bromochloroacetic acid, rounded to
two significant figures.
Haloacetonitriles (HAN) means the
concentration in micrograms per liter
of the haloacetonitriles dichloro-,
trichloro-, bromochloro-, and dibromoacetonitrile, rounded to two significant
figures.
Haloketones (HK) means the concentration in micrograms per liter of
the haloketones 1,1-dichloropropanone
and 1,1,1- trichloropropanone, rounded
to two significant figures.
Intake means the physical location at
which the PWS takes water from a
water resource. Thereafter, the water
is under the control of that PWS.
Notice of applicability means a notice
sent by EPA to a PWS that indicates
that EPA believes that the PWS must
comply with some or all requirements
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of subpart M. The PWS is required to
reply to this notice by providing information specified in the notice (e.g., retail and wholesale population served,
types of water sources used, volume of
water treated) by the date provided in
subpart M.
Process train means some number of
unit processes connected in series
starting from the treatment plant influent and ending with finished water.
A particular unit process may be in
more than one process train.
Purchased finished water means finished water purchased by one PWS
from another PWS (the wholesaler).
Purchased finished water includes both
purchased finished water that is redisinfected and purchased finished water
that is not.
Simulated distribution system (SDS)
sample means a finished water sample
incubated at the temperature and detention time of a ‘‘DSE sample’’ collected from the distribution system.
Analytical results of the SDS sample
will be compared with the DSE sample
to determine how well the SDS sample
predicts disinfection byproduct formation in the actual distribution system
sample.
Total finished water means the flow
(volume per unit of time) of finished
water obtained from all treatment
plants operated by a PWS and includes
purchased finished water. This flow includes water entering the distribution
system and water sold to another PWS.
Treatment plant means the PWS components that have as their exclusive
source of water a shared treatment
plant influent and that deliver finished
water to a common point which is located prior to the point at which finished water enters a distribution system or is diverted for sale to another
PWS. For these components of the
PWS to be considered part of one treatment plant, the PWS must be able to
collect one representative treatment
plant influent sample, either at a single sample point or by a composite of
multiple influent samples, and there
must exist a single sampling point
where a representative sample of finished water can be collected. For the
purpose of subpart M, a treatment
plant is considered to include any site
where a disinfectant or oxidant is

added to water prior to the water entering the distribution system. Facilities in which ground water is disinfected prior to entering a distribution system, and facilities in which
purchased finished water has a disinfectant added prior to entering a distribution system, are considered treatment plants.
Treatment plant influent means water
that represents the water quality challenge to a particular plant.
Treatment system means all treatment
plants operated by one PWS.
Trihalomethanes (four) (THM4) means
the sum of the concentration in
micrograms
per
liter
of
the
trihalomethanes
chloroform,
bromodichloromethane,
dibromochloromethane,
and
bromoform, rounded to two significant
figures.
Unit process means a component of a
treatment process train which serves
any treatment purpose such as mixing
or sedimentation for which design and
operating information is requested in
§ 141.142(a), Table 6c, of this subpart.
Water resource means a body of water
before it passes through an intake
structure. Examples of a water resource include a river, lake, or aquifer.
For a PWS which purchases finished
water, the water resource is the wholesale PWS which supplies the purchased
finished water. Generally water resources are not under the direct control of a PWS.
Watershed control practice means protection of a water resource from microbiological contamination prior to the
water entering an intake. These protective measures might include, but
are not limited to, a watershed control
program approved under § 141.71(b)(2) of
this part, or land use restrictions.
§ 141.141 General requirements, applicability, and schedule for information collection.
(a) General requirements. (1) The purpose of subpart M is to collect specified
information from certain PWSs for a
limited period of time. Accordingly,
subpart M is of limited duration and is
effective for a defined period (see
§§ 141.6(i) and 141.141(e) of this part).
Since subpart M does not establish continuing obligations, a PWS that has
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