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FOREWORD

This booklet has been prepared for the information of members of The American
Legion. It has come to be known as the Summary of Proceedings of the National
Convention for the current year. It is a comprehensive résumé of what took place at the
One Hundred and Second Annual National Convention in Phoenix, Arizona, August 31,
September 1, 2, 2021.

The final report of the national organization for the period ending December 31, 2020,
and balance sheet as of December 31, 2020, and surplus analysis, January 1, 2020, to
December 31, 2020, are included in the Summary.

To make a quick distribution, speed has been necessary. Every precaution has been
taken to avoid errors, but some may have occurred in the rush of Convention events and
the haste of editing and printing.

Permission is hereby given to quote from this Summary without further consent.
However, because of the nature of our resolution process, I urge that the full text of any
resolve clause(s) be used when a quotation from a resolution is required for publication.

Daniel S. Wheeler
National Adjutant

Note: At various times, the national vice commanders, as follows, presided over the
Convention sessions, when called upon by the presiding officer, in accordance with the
Uniform Code of Procedure as shown in the verbatim proceedings: Bruce C. Feuerbach,
Iowa; David L. King, Kentucky; Francis J. MacDonald, Jr., Massachusetts; Richard A.
Heigert, Missouri; Robert D. Liebenow, Oregon.
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NATIONAL CONVENTIONS AND NATIONAL OFFICERS
THE AMERICAN LEGION, 1919 to Date

Note: In the following list it should be noted that the terms of each group of officers
expire with that particular convention under which they are listed.
‘indicates deceased

HONORARY COMMANDERS
General of the Armies of the United States John J. Pershing”
Marshall of France Ferdinand Foch®

PARIS CAUCUS

Paris, France, March 15 -17, 1919
Temporary Chairman: Eric Fisher Wood",
Pennsylvania (Voted title of Past National
Commander at the 1955 and 1958 National
Convention)

Permanent Chairman: Bennett C. Clark”,
Missouri (Voted title of Past National
Commander at the 1926 National
Convention)

Chairman Pro Tempore: Thomas W. Miller’,
Delaware (Voted title of Past National
Commander at the 1968 National
Convention)

Secretary: Eric Fisher Wood®, Pennsylvania
(Voted title of Past National Commander at
the 1955 National Convention)

At the Paris Caucus an Executive
Committee was elected to complete
arrangements, the chairman and secretary of
which were:

Chairman: Milton J. Foreman®, Illinois
(Voted title of Past National Commander at
the 1921 National Convention)

Secretary: George A. White®, Oregon

ST. LOUIS CAUCUS

St. Louis, Mo., May 8 - 10, 1919
Temporary Chairman: Theodore Roosevelt,
Jr. ", New York (Voted title of Past National
Commander at 1949 National Convention)
Permanent Chairman: Henry D. Lindsley”,
Texas (Voted title of Past National
Commander at the 1919 National
Convention)

Vice Chairmen: John J. Sullivan®,
Washington; Fred Humphrey®, New
Mexico; P.C. Calhoun®, Connecticut (Voted
titles of Past National Vice Commanders at
1933 National Convention)

Secretary: Eric Fisher Wood®, Pennsylvania
(Voted title of Past National Commander at
the 1955 National Convention)

Chaplain: Thomas H. Wiles", Colorado

1st NATIONAL CONVENTION
Minneapolis, Minn., Nov. 10 - 12, 1919

Chairman: Henry D. Lindsley’, Texas, Past
National Commander

Vice Chairman: Bennett C. Clark”, Missouri
Secretary: Eric Fisher Wood®, Pennsylvania
Treasurer: Gasper G. Bacon®, Massachusetts
Chaplain: Thomas H. Wiles®, Colorado

2nd NATIONAL CONVENTION
Cleveland, Ohio, Sept. 27 - 29, 1920
Commander: Franklin D'Olier”,
Pennsylvania

Vice Commanders: James O'Brien”,
California; Allan A. Tukey”,

Nebraska; Joyce S. Lewis®, Minnesota;
Alden B. Chambers®, Massachusetts;
William Follett”, Oregon

Adjutant: Lemuel Bolles®, Washington
Treasurer: Robert H. Tyndall®, Indiana
Historian: Eben Putnam’, Massachusetts
Chaplain: Rev. Francis A. Kelly", New York
Judge Advocate: Robert A. Adams’, Indiana

3rd NATIONAL CONVENTION

Kansas City, Mo., Oct. 31 — Nov. 2, 1921
Commander: Frederic W. Galbraith, Jr. *,
(died June 9); Succeeded by John G.
Emery’, Michigan

Milton Foreman®, Illinois, Past National
Commander

Vice Commanders: John G. Emery”,
Michigan; Thomas Goldingay®, New Jersey;
Claudius G. Pendill’, Wisconsin; James G.
Scrugham’, Nevada; E. Jackson Winslett’,
Alabama

Adjutant: Lemuel Bolles®, Washington
Treasurer: Robert H. Tyndall®, Indiana
Chaplain: Rev. John W. Inzer’, Tennessee
Historian: Eben Putnam®, Massachusetts
Judge Advocate: Robert A. Adams”, Indiana

4th NATIONAL CONVENTION

New Orleans, La., Oct. 16 - 20, 1922
Commander: Hanford MacNider®, lowa
Vice Commanders: H. Nelson Jackson®,
Vermont; George L. Berry®, Tennessee;
Raymond O. Brackett’, Massachusetts;
Charles H. Kendrick®, California; John A.
McCormack”, Colorado



Adjutant: Lemuel Bolles®, Washington
Treasurer: Robert H. Tyndall’, Indiana
Chaplain: Rev. Earl A. Blackman®, Kansas
Historian: Eben Putnam®, Massachusetts
Judge Advocate: Robert A. Adams”, Indiana

5th NATIONAL CONVENTION

San Francisco, Calif., Oct. 16 - 19, 1923
Commander: Alvin M. Owsley’, Texas
Vice Commanders: Edward J. Barrett”,
Wisconsin; Watson B. Miller®, District of
Columbia; E. Erle Cocke, Sr.", Georgia;
Robert O. Blood®, New Hampshire; Chiles
P. Plummer®, Wyoming

Adjutant: Lemuel Bolles®, Washington
Treasurer: Robert H. Tyndall’, Indiana
Chaplain: Rev. William P. O'Connor”, Ohio
Historian: Eben Putnam®, Massachusetts
Judge Advocate: Robert A. Adams’, Indiana

6th NATIONAL CONVENTION

St. Paul, Minn., Sept. 15 - 19, 1924
Commander: John R. Quinn®, California
Vice Commanders: Lester F. Albert”, Idaho;
Celora M. Stoddard®, Arizona; William B.
Healey®, Pennsylvania; F. Ryan Duffy’,
Wisconsin; Dr. I. Thurman Mann’, North
Carolina

Adjutant: Lemuel Bolles®, Washington
Resigned 2-1-24; Succeeded by Russell G.
Creviston®, Indiana

Treasurer: Robert H. Tyndall’, Indiana
Chaplain: Rev. Ezra Clemens®, Minnesota
Historian: Eben Putnam®, Massachusetts
Judge Advocate: Robert A. Adams”, Indiana

7th NATIONAL CONVENTION
Omaha, Neb., Oct. 5 - 9, 1925
Commander: James A. Drain’, Washington
Vice Commanders: Frank H. McFarland”,
Kansas; Eugene P. Armstrong”,
Connecticut; A. L. Perry, Panama; Peyton
H. Hoge, Jr*, Kentucky; William Stern’,
North Dakota

Adjutant: Russell G. Creviston”, Indiana,
Resigned; Succeeded by James F. Barton®,
Iowa

Treasurer: Robert H. Tyndall’, Indiana
Chaplain: Rev. Joseph M. Lonergan’,
Illinois

Historian: Eben Putnam®, Massachusetts
Judge Advocate: Robert A. Adams’, Indiana

8th NATIONAL CONVENTION
Philadelphia, Pa., Oct. 11 - 15, 1926
Commander: John R. McQuigg®, Ohio
Bennett C. Clark®, Missouri, Past National
Commander

Vice Commanders: Joseph Y. Cheney’,
Florida; Hughes B. Davis®, Oklahoma;
Vincent A. Carroll’, Pennsylvania;
Raymond B. Littlefield”, Rhode Island;
Judge James A. Howell", Utah
Adjutant: James F. Barton®, lowa
Treasurer: Robert H. Tyndall’, Indiana
Chaplain: Rev. William E. Patrick’,
California

Historian: Eben Putnam’, Massachusetts
Judge Advocate: Robert A. Adams®, Indiana

9th NATIONAL CONVENTION

New York, N.Y., Oct. 18, 1927

Paris, France, Sept. 19 - 22, 1927
Commander: Howard P. Savage’, Illinois
Vice Commanders: C. Thomas Busha, Jr. *,
Montana; Stafford King®, Minnesota; John
G. Sims”, Tennessee; John E. Curtiss’,
Nebraska; Dr. John G. Towne", Maine
Adjutant: James F. Barton®, lowa
Treasurer: Robert H. Tyndall’, Indiana
Chaplain: Rev. Joseph L.N. Wolfe”,
Pennsylvania

Historian: Eben Putnam’, Massachusetts
Judge Advocate: Robert A. Adams”, Indiana

10th NATIONAL CONVENTION

San Antonio, Texas, Oct. 8 - 11, 1928
Commander: Edward E. Spafford”, New
York

Vice Commanders: John T. Raftis",
Washington; Ralph T. O'Neil’, Kansas; Paul
R. Younts®, North Carolina; Dan Spurlock”,
Louisiana; John M. Henry", Minnesota.
Adjutant: James F. Barton®, lowa

Chaplain: Rev. Gill Robb Wilson®, New
Jersey

Historian: Eben Putnam®, Massachusetts
Treasurer: Bowman Elder’, Indiana

Judge Advocate: Scott W. Lucas’, Illinois

11th NATIONAL CONVENTION
Louisville, Ky., Sept. 30 — Oct. 2, 1929
Commander: Paul V. McNutt’, Indiana
Vice Commanders: Lawrence E. McGann,
Jr. ", Illinois; George W. Malone’, Nevada;
Edward L. White", Connecticut; Miller C.
Foster®, South Carolina; Walton D. Hood",
Texas

Adjutant: James F. Barton", lowa
Chaplain: Rabbi Lee J. Levinger’, Delaware
Treasurer: Bowman Elder’, Indiana
Historian: Eben Putnam®, Massachusetts
Judge Advocate: Scott W. Lucas’, Illinois

12th NATIONAL CONVENTION
Boston, Mass., Oct. 6 - 9, 1930
Commander: O.L. Bodenhamer®, Arkansas



Vice Commanders: Milt D. Campbell®,
Ohio; John J. Dugan®, Delaware; Morton M.
David", Colorado; Frank Schoble,

Jr.*, Pennsylvania; Willis M. Brewer’,
Michigan

Adjutant: James F. Barton®, lowa
Chaplain: Rev. George F. Kettell, D.D. *,
New York

Treasurer: Bowman Elder’, Indiana
Historian: Eben Putnam®, Massachusetts
Judge Advocate: Scott W. Lucas’, Illinois

13th NATIONAL CONVENTION
Detroit, Mich., Sept. 21 - 24, 1931
Commander: Ralph T. O'Neil®, Kansas
Vice Commanders: Bert S. Hyland',
Vermont; Roland B. Howell®, Louisiana;
Harry B. Henderson, Jr. *, Wyoming; Dr.
James A. Duff’, West Virginia; Dr. Neal D.
Williams®, Missouri

Adjutant: James F. Barton’, lowa
Chaplain: Rev. Joseph N. Barnett’,
Wisconsin

Treasurer: Bowman Elder’, Indiana
Historian: Eben Putnam’, Massachusetts
Judge Advocate: Scott W. Lucas”, Illinois to
6-24-31; Succeeded by Acting Judge
Advocate: Robert A. Adams”, Indiana

14th NATIONAL CONVENTION
Portland, Ore., Sept. 12 - 15, 1932
Commander: Henry L. Stevens, Jr. *, North
Carolina

Vice Commanders: Richard F. Paul’,
Massachusetts; Forrest G. Cooper”,
Mississippi; Roy L. Cook", New Mexico;
Frank N. Brooks®, Washington; Harold L.
Plummer®, Wisconsin

Adjutant: James F. Barton”, lowa
Chaplain: Rev. Harris A. Darche”, Illinois
Treasurer: Bowman Elder’, Indiana
Historian: Eben Putnam’, Massachusetts
Judge Advocate: Remster A. Bingham”,
Indiana

15th NATIONAL CONVENTION
Chicago, Ill., Oct. 2 - 5, 1933
Commander: Louis A. Johnson®, West
Virginia

Vice Commanders: Russell Meadows”,
Arizona; Robert D. Flory®, Nebraska;
William E. Easterwood, Jr.", Texas; John J.
Maloney®, Maine; Chas. A. Mills’, Florida
Adjutant: Frank E. Samuel’, Kansas
Chaplain: Rev. Irwin Q. Wood", Idaho
Treasurer: Bowman Elder’, Indiana
Historian: Eben Putnam®, Massachusetts
(died January 22, 1933); Succeeded by
Thomas M. Owen, Jr. *, Alabama
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Judge Advocate: Remster A. Bingham”,
Indiana

16th NATIONAL CONVENTION
Miami, Fla., Oct. 22 - 25, 1934
Commander: Edward A. Hayes", Illinois
Vice Commanders: Charles R. Mabey",
Utah; Robert L. Gordon®, Arkansas; Miguel
Munoz’, Puerto Rico; Ed W. Carruth”,
Kansas; Charles L. Woolley", Rhode Island
Adjutant: Frank E. Samuel®, Kansas
Chaplain: Rev. Robert J. White",
Massachusetts

Historian: Thomas M. Owen, Jr. *, Alabama
Treasurer: Neal Grider®, Indiana

Judge Advocate: Remster A. Bingham”,
Indiana

17th NATIONAL CONVENTION

St. Louis, Mo., Sept. 23 - 26, 1935
Commander: Frank N. Belgrano, Jr. *,
California

Vice Commanders: Daniel J. Doherty”,
Massachusetts; Harold J. Wamer®, Oregon;
John K. Kennelly®, North Dakota; Milo J.
Warner", Ohio; Quemoy Melton®, Georgia
Adjutant: Frank E. Samuel’, Kansas
Chaplain: Rev. Dr. Park W. Huntington®,
Delaware

Historian: Thomas M. Owen, Jr. *, Alabama
Treasurer: James A. Drain”, Washington
Judge Advocate: James A. Drain”,
Washington

18th NATIONAL CONVENTION
Cleveland, Ohio, Sept. 21 - 24, 1936
Commander: Ray Murphy”, lowa

Vice Commanders: Raymond F. Gates®,
Connecticut; Dr. I.E. Whitlock”, Florida;
Oscar W. Worth wine', Idaho; Dr. F.
Whitney Godwin®, Virginia; Louis R.
Proust”, Wyoming

Adjutant: Frank E. Samuel’, Kansas
Chaplain: Rt. Rev. Msgr. Thomas D.
Kennedy®, Missouri

Historian: Thomas M. Owen, Jr. *, Alabama
Treasurer: John R. Ruddick’, Indiana
Judge Advocate: Ralph B. Gregg”, Indiana

19th NATIONAL CONVENTION

New York, N.Y., Sept. 20 - 23, 1937
Commander: Harry W. Colmery’, Kansas
Vice Commanders: Salvatore A. Capodice”,
California; Leo A. Temmey’, South Dakota;
Leonard Sisk’, Tennessee; J. Fred Johnson,
Jr. *, Alabama; Jack Crowley®, Vermont
Adjutant: Frank E. Samuel®, Kansas
Chaplain: Rev. Bryan H. Keathley, D.D.",
Texas



Historian: Thomas M. Owen, Jr. *, Alabama
Treasurer: John R. Ruddick’, Indiana
Judge Advocate: Ralph B. Gregg’, Indiana

20th NATIONAL CONVENTION

Los Angeles, Calif., Sept. 19 - 22, 1938
Commander: Daniel J. Doherty”,
Massachusetts

Vice Commanders: Drury M. Phillips’,
Texas; Phil M. Conley’, West Virginia;
Harry M. Johnson®, Montana; James F.
Daniel, Jr. , South Carolina; James R.
Mahaffy", Hawaii

Adjutant: Frank E. Samuel’, Kansas
Chaplain: Rev. Fr. Frank J. Lawler’, Illinois
Historian: Thomas M. Owen, Jr. *, Alabama
Treasurer: John R. Ruddick’, Indiana

Judge Advocate: Ralph B. Gregg’, Indiana

21st NATIONAL CONVENTION
Chicago, Ill., Sept. 25 - 28, 1939
Commander: Stephen F. Chadwick’,
Washington

Vice Commanders: Edward J. Quinn®,
Maine; Charles W. Crush’, Virginia; Earl T.
Ross’, Nevada; James T. Crawley”,
Mississippi; Henry C. Oakey’, Wisconsin
Adjutant: Frank E. Samuel®, Kansas
Chaplain: Rev. Jerome L. Fritsche’,
Nebraska

Historian: Thomas M. Owen, Jr. *, Alabama
Treasurer: John R. Ruddick”, Indiana

Judge Advocate: Ralph B. Gregg’, Indiana

22nd NATIONAL CONVENTION
Boston, Mass., Sept. 23 - 26, 1940
Commander: Raymond J. Kelly®, Michigan
Vice Commanders: Leo E. Ray’, New
Hampshire; Charles Q. Kelly’, Arkansas;
Matthew J. Murphy", Illinois; James B.
Fitzgerald®, Maryland; H. Elwyn Davis’,
Colorado

Adjutant: Frank E. Samuel’, Kansas
Chaplain: Rt. Rev. Msgr. Patrick N.
McDermott", lowa

Historian: Thomas M. Owen, Jr. *, Alabama
Treasurer: John R. Ruddick”, Indiana
Judge Advocate: Ralph B. Gregg’, Indiana

23rd NATIONAL CONVENTION
Milwaukee, Wis., Sept. 15 to 18, 1941
Commander: Milo J. Wamner®, Ohio

Vice Commanders: Erwin A. Froyd",
Wyoming; James L. McCrory”, Nebraska;
Harold P. Redden’, Massachusetts; Edward
R. Stirling", Pennsylvania; Alcee S.
Legendre®, Louisiana

Adjutant: Frank E. Samuel’, Kansas

xii

Chaplain: Rev. Brigadier William G. Gilks’,
Texas

Historian: Thomas M. Owen, Jr. *, Alabama
Treasurer: John R. Ruddick®, Indiana

Judge Advocate: Ralph B. Gregg”, Indiana

24th NATIONAL CONVENTION

Kansas City, Mo., Sept. 19-21, 1942
Commander: Lynn U. Stambaugh®, North
Dakota

Vice Commanders: W. C. Sawyer’, Arizona;
William DeLacy Allen®, Georgia; Charles E.
Booth®, West Virginia; V. M. Armstrong’,
Indiana; John F. Sullivan®, Vermont
Adjutant: Frank E. Samuel’, Kansas
Chaplain: Rev. Frederick J. Halloran", New
Jersey

Historian: Thomas M. Owen, Jr. *, Alabama
Treasurer: John R. Ruddick’, Indiana

Judge Advocate: Ralph B. Gregg”, Indiana

25th NATIONAL CONVENTION
Omaha, Neb., Sept. 21 - 23, 1943
Commander: Roane Waring", Tennessee
Vice Commanders: John T. Batten”,
Alabama; Arthur J. Connell”, Connecticut;
Fred G. Fraser”, District of Columbia;
Herman H. Lark®, Missouri; Jefferson Davis
Atwood’, New Mexico

Adjutant: Frank E. Samuel®, Kansas, (died
July 25); Succeeded by Donald G.
Glascoff”, Michigan, Acting Adjutant
Chaplain: Dr. Paul De Forrest Mortimore”,
Idaho

Historian: Thomas M. Owen, Jr. *, Alabama
Treasurer: John R. Ruddick”, Indiana
Advocate: Ralph B. Gregg”, Indiana

26th NATIONAL CONVENTION
Chicago, Ill., Sept. 18 - 20, 1944
Commander: Warren H. Atherton”,
California

Vice Commanders: Martin V. Coffey’,
Ohio; E.A. Littlefield”, Utah; Robert 'Roy’
McMillan®, North Carolina; Edward Al
Mulrooney’, Delaware; Hector G. Staples’,
Maine

Adjutant: Donald G. Glascoff’, Michigan
Chaplain: Rt. Rev. Msgr. John F.
McManus’, Kansas

Historian: Thomas M. Owen, Jr.", Alabama
Treasurer: John R. Ruddick’, Indiana
Judge Advocate: Ralph B. Gregg®, Indiana

27th NATIONAL CONVENTION
Chicago, Ill., Nov. 18 - 21, 1945
Commander: Edward N. Scheiberling’, New
York



Vice Commanders: Bascom F. Jones",
Tennessee; Frank E. McCaffrey®, Rhode
Island; Dan M. McDade’, Oregon; Ray S.
Pierson’, Kansas; William P. Shadoan®,
Kentucky

Adjutant: Donald G. Glascoff’, Michigan
Chaplain: Rev. DeWitt C. Mallory”, Florida
Historian: Thomas M. Owen, Jr. *, Alabama
Treasurer: John R. Ruddick’, Indiana

Judge Advocate: Ralph B. Gregg’, Indiana

28th NATIONAL CONVENTION

San Francisco, Calif., Sept. 30 — Oct. 4,
1946

Commander: John Stelle *, Illinois

Vice Commanders: R. Graham Huntington’,
New Jersey; Fred LaBoon®, Oklahoma; Sam
L. Latimer, Jr. *, South Carolina; H. Dudley
Swim", Idaho; Jeremiah Twomey”,
Massachusetts

Adjutant: Donald G. Glascoft”, Michigan
Chaplain: Rt. Rev. Msgr. Edward J. Smith",
Iowa.

Historian: Thomas M. Owen, Jr. *, Alabama
Treasurer: John R. Ruddick”, Indiana, (died
7-13-45); Succeeded by Neal Grider",
Indiana

Judge Advocate: Ralph B. Gregg’, Indiana

29th NATIONAL CONVENTION

New York, N.Y., Aug. 28 — 31, 1947
Commander: Paul H. Griffith", Pennsylvania
Vice Commanders: Joseph W. Brown®, New
Hampshire; Martin B. Buckner®, Michigan;
Richard C. Cadwallader®, Louisiana; Ernest
H. Dervishian®, Virginia; Edward J.
Sharkey”, California

Adjutant: Donald G. Glascoff’, Michigan
Chaplain: Rev. Arthur L. Rustad”,
Minnesota

Historian: Thomas M. Owen, Jr. *, Alabama
Treasurer: Neal Grider®, Indiana

Judge Advocate: Ralph B. Gregg’, Indiana

30th NATIONAL CONVENTION
Miami, Fla., Oct. 18 - 20, 1948
Commander: James F. O'Neil", New
Hampshire

Vice Commanders: LeRoy William Barns®,
South Dakota; Albert A. Cree®, Vermont;
Richard B. Ott’, Washington; Myron R.
Renick’, West Virginia; Joe W. White",
Georgia

Adjutant: Henry H. Dudley’, Nebraska
Chaplain: Rev. Fr. Frank L. Harrington’,
Montana

Historian: Thomas M. Owen, Jr. *, Alabama
Treasurer: Neal Grider®, Indiana

Judge Advocate: Ralph B. Gregg’, Indiana
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31st NATIONAL CONVENTION
Philadelphia, Pa., Aug. 29 — Sept. 1, 1949
Commander: S. Perry Brown®, Texas
Theodore Roosevelt, Jr.", (NY), Past
National Commander

Vice Commanders: James Lane”, (AL);
Leonard W. Moody’, (AR); James Annin’,
(MT); Walter E. Alessandroni’, (PA);
Edward J. Kelly’, (CT)

Adjutant: Henry H. Dudley’, (NE).
Chaplain: Rev. Thomas Grice", (CA)
Historian: Monte C. Sandlin”, (AL)
Treasurer: Neal Grider”, (IN)

Judge Advocate: Ralph B. Gregg”, (IN)

32nd NATIONAL CONVENTION

Los Angeles, Calif., Oct. 9 — 12, 1950
Commander: George N. Craig’, (IN)

Vice Commanders: Milton G. Boock®,
(MN); David H. Fleisher’, (MO); Frank E.
Lowe", Maine; J. E. Martie’, (NV); Dr. D.
R. Perry”, (NC)

Adjutant: Henry H. Dudley’, Nebraska
Chaplain: Rev. Fr. Edward J. Carney”,
0.S.A., Massachusetts

Historian: Monte C. Sandlin®, Alabama
Treasurer: Neal Grider®, Indiana

Judge Advocate: Ralph B. Gregg”, Indiana

33rd NATIONAL CONVENTION
Miami, Fla., Oct. 15 - 18, 1951
Commander: Erle Cocke, Jr.", Georgia
Vice Commanders: Joe H. Adams”, Florida;
Herbert J. Jacobi", District of Columbia;
Felix Pogliano®, Colorado; Lewis K.
Gough’, California; Fred C. Bramlage®,
Kansas

Adjutant: Henry H. Dudley”, Nebraska
Chaplain: Rabbi David Lefkowitz",
Louisiana

Historian: Monte C. Sandlin®, Alabama
Treasurer: Neal Grider’, Indiana

Judge Advocate: Ralph B. Gregg”, Indiana

34th NATIONAL CONVENTION

New York, N.Y., Aug. 25 — 28, 1952
Commander: Donald R. Wilson®, West
Virginia

Vice Commanders: Adolph F. Bremer”,
Minnesota; Frank R. Kelley”,
Massachusetts; Thomas E. Paradine’, New
York; Oscar B. Rohiff’, Wyoming; Audley
H. Ward®, South Carolina

Adjutant: Henry H. Dudley”, Nebraska
Chaplain: Rev. Olaf G. Birkeland",
Wisconsin

Historian: Monte C. Sandlin®, Alabama
Treasurer: Neal Grider®, Indiana

Judge Advocate: Ralph B. Gregg®, Indiana



35th NATIONAL CONVENTION

St. Louis, Mo., Aug. 31 — Sept. 3, 1953
Commander: Lewis K. Gough®, California
Vice Commanders: William R. Bourdon®,
Arizona; Lyon W. Brandon®, Mississippi;
Wilbur C. Daniel’, Virginia; Harry V.
Groome', New Jersey; J. Addington
Wagner’, Michigan

Adjutant: Henry H. Dudley”, Nebraska
Chaplain: Rev. Fr. John E. Duffy’, Ohio
Historian: Monte C. Sandlin®, Alabama
Treasurer: Neal Grider”, Indiana

Judge Advocate: Ralph B. Gregg’, Indiana

36th NATIONAL CONVENTION
Washington, D.C., Aug. 30 — Sept. 2, 1954
Commander: Arthur J. Connell’,
Connecticut

Vice Commanders: John A. High®, New
Hampshire; Dr. Deward H. Reed’, New
Mexico; Truman C. Wold", North Dakota;
Thomas W. Bird", North Carolina; Herbert
M. Walker®, Pennsylvania

Adjutant: Henry H. Dudley’, Nebraska
Chaplain: Dr. Tom B. Clark®, Oklahoma
Historian: Robert T. Fairey’, South Carolina
Treasurer: Neal Grider®, Indiana

Judge Advocate: Ralph B. Gregg’, Indiana

37th NATIONAL CONVENTION
Miami, Fla., Oct. 10 — 13, 1955
Commander: Seaborn P. Collins’, New
Mexico

Eric Fisher Wood®, Pennsylvania, Past
National Commander

Vice Commanders: Leonard L. Jackson®,
Louisiana; Patrick H. Mangan’, Jr.,
Vermont; Howard C. Kingdom®, Ohio; Dr.
Carl J. Rees’, Delaware; Robert L. Shelby”,
Utah

Adjutant: Henry H. Dudley’, Nebraska
Chaplain: Rev. Albert J. Hoffman", lowa
Historian: Robert T. Fairey’, South Carolina
Treasurer: Neal Grider®, Indiana

Judge Advocate: Ralph B. Gregg’, Indiana

38th NATIONAL CONVENTION

Los Angeles, Calif., Sept. 3 -6, 1956
Commander: J. Addington Wagner',
Michigan

Vice Commanders; Guy Stone’, Georgia;
John H. Van Horn®, Alaska; L. Everett
Page’, Texas; Gilman H. Stordock”,
Wisconsin; James V. Day’, Maine (resigned
Jan. 1, 1956); Succeeded by William J.
Holliman®, District of Columbia

Adjutant: Henry H. Dudley”, Nebraska
(resigned); succeeded by E. A. Blackmore”,
Wyoming
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Chaplain: Rev. Joseph MacCarroll’, New
Jersey

Historian: Robert T. Fairey", South Carolina
Treasurer: Neal Grider®, Indiana

Judge Advocate: Ralph B. Gregg”, Indiana

39th NATIONAL CONVENTION
Atlantic City, N.J., Sept. 16 — 19, 1957
Commander: W. C. 'Dan’' Daniel", Virginia
Vice Commanders: Gaylor M. Brown”,
lowa; George T. Lewis", Jr., Tennessee;
Carl R. Moser®, Oregon; John E. Stay”,
Pennsylvania; J. Edward Walter", Maryland
Adjutant: E. A. Blackmore®, Wyoming
Chaplain: Rev. Bernard W. Gerdon’,
Indiana

Historian: Robert T. Fairey’, South Carolina
Treasurer: Neal Grider®, Indiana

Judge Advocate: Ralph B. Gregg”, Indiana

40th NATIONAL CONVENTION
Chicago, Ill., Sept. 1 — 4, 1958

Commander: John S. Gleason, Jr.", Illinois
Vice Commanders: William A. Cottrell”,
Hawaii; Ramon R. Guas", Puerto Rico;
Harry W. Miller’, West Virginia; Leo A.
Lemos’, Rhode Island; Isadore E. Levine”,
Indiana

Adjutant: E.A. Blackmore®, Wyoming
Chaplain: Rev. Fr. Feltham S. James", South
Carolina

Historian: Mrs. Charles A. (Emily) Herbert’,
New Jersey

Treasurer: Neal Grider®, Indiana

Judge Advocate: Ralph B. Gregg”, Indiana

41st NATIONAL CONVENTION
Minneapolis, Minn., Aug. 24 — 27, 1959
Commander: Preston J. Moore’, Oklahoma
Vice Commanders: C. D. DeLoach’, District
of Columbia; John W. Collins’,
Pennsylvania; James B. Kerrigan®, Missouri;
Robert Charles Smith®, Louisiana; James C.
Bangs®, Idaho

Adjutant: E.A. Blackmore®, Wyoming
Chaplain: Rt. Rev. Msgr. John J. Twiss®,
Massachusetts

Historian: Mrs. Charles A. (Emily) Herbert’,
New Jersey

Treasurer: William Francis Polen”, Indiana
Judge Advocate: Ralph B. Gregg®, Indiana

42nd NATIONAL CONVENTION
Miami Beach, Fla., Oct. 15 - 20, 1960
Commander: Martin B. McKneally®, New
York

Vice Commanders: William A. Brennan,
Jr.", Indiana; A. Layman Harman®, South
Carolina; Nate V. Keller", Minnesota; (died



7-25-60); Succeeded by Irven Frank
Gianotti*, Minnesota (appointed 9-14-60);
Willard W. Brandt®, North Dakota; Charles
McGonegal®, California; (died 1-27-60);
Succeeded by Corydon T. Hill", California
(appointed 5-4-60)

Adjutant: E. A. Blackmore’, Wyoming
Chaplain: Rabbi Robert I. Kahn® D.H.L.,
Texas

Historian: Mrs. Charles A. (Emily) Herbert',
New Jersey

Treasurer: William Francis Polen”, Indiana
Judge Advocate: Bertram G. Davis’, New
York

43rd NATIONAL CONVENTION
Denver, Colo., Sept. 9 — 14, 1961
Commander: William R. Burke", California
Vice Commanders: George K. Walker”,
Massachusetts; James M. Wagonseller®,
Ohio; Vincent J. Maxheim®, lowa; Dr. Harry
H. Kretzler', Washington; R. C. Godwin",
North Carolina

Adjutant: E. A. Blackmore’, Wyoming
Chaplain: Rev. William H. Moss’,
Tennessee

Historian: Glenn B. Hoover", lowa
Treasurer: William Francis Polen”, Indiana
Judge Advocate: Bertram G. Davis’, New
York

44th NATIONAL CONVENTION

Las Vegas, Nev., Oct. 5 — 11, 1962
Commander: Charles L. Bacon®, Missouri
Vice Commanders: Walter W. Barnard®,
Montana; Edward T. Hoak’, Pennsylvania;
Wilson H. Morrison®, Michigan; J. Milton
Patrick”, Oklahoma; Edward Wysocki®, New
Jersey

Adjutant: E. A. Blackmore®, Wyoming
Chaplain: Rev. Fr. Robert G. Keating",
Connecticut

Historian: Earl David Young®, Colorado
Treasurer: William Francis Polen’, Indiana
Judge Advocate: Bertram G. Davis’, New
York

45th NATIONAL CONVENTION
Miami Beach, Fla., Sept. 6 — 12, 1963
Commander: James E. Powers", Georgia
Vice Commanders: Harold D. Beaton®,
District of Columbia; James W. Doon", New
Hampshire; Claude A. Hamilton®, South
Dakota; Paschal C. Reese”, Florida; Victor
F. Whittlesea’, Nevada

Adjutant: E.A. Blackmore®, Wyoming
Chaplain: Rabbi Albert M. Shulman’,
Indiana

Historian: H. Armand de Masi’, Italy
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Treasurer: William Francis Polen®, Indiana
Judge Advocate: Bertram G. Davis’, New
York

46th NATIONAL CONVENTION
Dallas, Texas, Sept. 18 — 24, 1964
Commander: Daniel F. Foley', Minnesota
Vice Commanders: Earl D. Franklin, Jr.",
Colorado; Emilio S. Iglesias’, Vermont;
Garland D. Murphy, Jr. °, M.D., Arkansas;
George Emory Sipple®, Wisconsin; Harry
Wright’, Mexico

Adjutant: E.A. Blackmore®, Wyoming
Chaplain: Rev. Fr. John J. Howard’,
Virginia

Historian: H. Armand de Masi’, Italy
Treasurer: William Francis Polen’, Indiana
Judge Advocate: Bertram G. Davis’, New
York

47th NATIONAL CONVENTION
Portland, Ore., Aug. 20 — 26, 1965
Commander: Donald E. Johnson®, lowa
Vice Commanders: David Aronberg”,
Kentucky; Herbert D. Black®, South
Carolina; Ward W. Husted’, Wyoming;
Edward H. Lynch, Jr.", Connecticut; Joseph
Paul’, Michigan

Adjutant: E.A. Blackmore’, Wyoming
Chaplain: Rev. Fr. Morris N. Dummet”,
Louisiana

Historian: Harold A. Shindler’, Indiana
Treasurer: William Francis Polen®, Indiana
Judge Advocate: Bertram G. Davis’, New
York

48th NATIONAL CONVENTION
Washington, D.C., Aug. 30 — Sept. 1, 1966
Commander: L. Eldon James®, Virginia
Vice Commanders: Dr. A. R. Choppin®,
Louisiana; William E. Galbraith®, Nebraska;
Robert O. Phillips’, Philippines; William J.
Rogers®, Maine; Tom Soleng *, Arizona
Adjutant: E. A. Blackmore®, Wyoming (died
4-21-67); Succeeded by Earnest N. Schmit”,
North Dakota (Appointed 5-4-67)

Chaplain: Rev. Alfred C. Thompson®, New
York

Historian: Harold A. Shindler’, Indiana
Treasurer: William Francis Polen”, Indiana
Judge Advocate: Bertram G. Davis’, New
York

49th NATIONAL CONVENTION
Boston, Mass., Aug. 25 - 31, 1967
Commander: John E. Davis®, North Dakota
Vice Commanders: Robert M. Fritz",
Indiana; Lewis W. Emerich®, Texas;



Harry V. Klein®, Pennsylvania; Frank L.
Orfanello®, Massachusetts; James A.
Tadlock”, New Mexico

Adjutant: William F. Hauck®, Indiana
Chaplain: Rev. Anthony J. O'Driscoll’, New
York

Historian: Harold A. Shindler’, Indiana
Treasurer: William Francis Polen”, Indiana
Judge Advocate: Bertram G. Davis’, New
York

50th NATIONAL CONVENTION

New Orleans, La., Sept. 6 — 12, 1968
Commander: William E. Galbraith®,
Nebraska

Thomas W. Miller’, Nevada, Past National
Commander

Vice Commanders: Coleman Nolen®,
Oklahoma; Louis R. J. Malo®, Rhode Island;
Roscoe D. Curtiss’, Tennessee; Dr. Edwin
L. Peterson’, Utah; Marvin W. Roth”,
Wisconsin

Adjutant: William F. Hauck”, Indiana
Chaplain: Rev. Fr. Edward P. Nolan",
Pennsylvania

Historian: Harold A. Shindler”, Indiana
Treasurer: William Francis Polen”, Indiana
Judge Advocate: Bertram G. Davis’, New
York

51st NATIONAL CONVENTION
Atlanta, Ga., Aug. 22 — 28, 1969
Commander: William C. Doyle®, New
Jersey

Vice Commanders: C. Russell Huber",
Alaska; John A. Jones", West Virginia;
Howard E. Lohman®, Minnesota; Lewis E.
McCray’, Alabama; Maurice Parisien’,
Maine

Adjutant: William F. Hauck”, Indiana
Chaplain: Rev. C. J. Olander", Mississippi
Historian: Harold A. Shindler", Indiana
Treasurer: William Francis Polen”, Indiana
Judge Advocate: Bertram G. Davis’, New
York

52nd NATIONAL CONVENTION
Portland, Ore., Aug. 28 — Sept. 3, 1970
Commander: J. Milton Patrick”, Oklahoma
Vice Commanders: Kent. T. Lundgren”,
Michigan; Roland D. Marble", Mississippi;
Raymond F. Mudge’, New Hampshire; Earl
R. Norgard®, Oregon; Gilberto M. Font",
Puerto Rico

Adjutant: William F. Hauck", Indiana
Chaplain: Rev. Fr. William D. Curtis",
Minnesota

Historian: John A. May”, South Carolina
Treasurer: William Francis Polen®, Indiana
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Judge Advocate: Bertram G. Davis®, New
York

53rd NATIONAL CONVENTION
Houston, Texas, Aug. 27 — Sept. 2, 1971
Commander: Alfred P. Chamie’, California
Vice Commanders: Claude Carpenter”,
Arkansas; Max Hanson", Idaho; Robert E.L.
Eaton"; Maryland; Gabriel T. Olga’,
Massachusetts; John E. Gilbert®,
Pennsylvania

Adjutant: William F. Hauck’, Indiana
Chaplain: Rev. Milton B. Faust’, North
Carolina

Historian: Howard M. Swinney", Kentucky
Treasurer: William Francis Polen’, Indiana
Judge Advocate: Bertram G. Davis®, New
York

54th NATIONAL CONVENTION
Chicago, Ill., Aug. 18 — 24,1972
Commander: John H. Geiger”, Illinois
Vice Commanders: Howard W. Fann®,
Kentucky; Arthur M. MacCarthy®, Florida;
Roy Sweet’, Vermont; Harry G. Wiles”,
Kansas; Wallace C.S. Young’, Hawaii
Adjutant: William F. Hauck®, Indiana
Chaplain: Rev. Fr. Paul J. Schwaab’,
Nebraska

Historian: G. Greer McCallister”, Ohio
Treasurer: William Francis Polen’, Indiana
Judge Advocate: Bertram G. Davis’, New
York

55th NATIONAL CONVENTION
Honolulu, Hawaii, Aug. 17 — 23, 1973
Commander: Joe L. Matthews", Texas
Vice Commanders: Tim T. Craig®, North
Carolina; Sam Gray", California;

Donald L. Gruenbaum®, Ohio; Albert J.
Moeller’, New Jersey; Raymond J. Novak”,
South Dakota

Adjutant: William F. Hauck’, Indiana
Chaplain: Rev. L. P. Fitzpatrick®, lowa
Historian: Mrs. Loretta O. Phillips”,
California

Treasurer: William Francis Polen®, Indiana
Judge Advocate: Bertram G. Davis’, New
York

56th NATIONAL CONVENTION

Miami Beach, Fla., Aug. 16 — 22, 1974
Commander: Robert E. L. Eaton®, Maryland
Vice Commanders: John N. Roberto”,
Connecticut; Frank C. Brooks", Washington;
Gilbert E. Sheeks”, Indiana; Merrick W.
Swords, Jr.", Louisiana; N. E. Brown",
South Carolina

Adjutant: William F. Hauck’, Indiana



Chaplain: Rev. Jerome D. Fortenberry*,
Missouri

Historian: R. Robert Filter’, Wisconsin
Treasurer: William Francis Polen”, Indiana
Judge Advocate: Bertram G. Davis’, New
York

57th NATIONAL CONVENTION
Minneapolis, Minn., Aug. 15 - 21, 1975
Commander: James M. Wagonseller’, Ohio
Maurice Stember’, New York, Past National
Commander

Vice Commanders: Boyd H. Clemens”,
North Dakota; Jack W. Flynt®, Texas; Jay E.
Harville', Tennessee; Donald H. Jeffery”,
Pennsylvania; William A. Lindsay",
Montana

Adjutant: William F. Hauck®, Indiana
Chaplain: Rev. Harvey T. Goodling’,
Oregon

Historian: Nolie C. Deas, Sr.", Florida
Treasurer: William Francis Polen”, Indiana
Judge Advocate: Bertram G. Davis’, New
York

58th NATIONAL CONVENTION
Seattle, Wash., Aug. 20 — 26, 1976
Commander: Harry G. Wiles", Kansas
Vice Commanders: John W. Adams, Jr.",
Kentucky; Fred W. Anderson, Jr.", Nevada;
Leo F. Malloy", Massachusetts; Thomas W.
Miller’, Arkansas; James F. Walker®,
Minnesota

Adjutant: William F. Hauck”, Indiana
Chaplain: Rev. Claude E. Smithmier’,
Georgia

Historian: Mrs. Dorothy Crimes”, Colorado
Treasurer: William Francis Polen”, Indiana
Judge Advocate: Bertram G. Davis’, New
York

59th NATIONAL CONVENTION
Denver, Colo., Aug. 19 — 25, 1977
Commander: William J. Rogers’, Maine
Vice Commanders: Lloyd J. Berken”,
Wisconsin; Thomas B. Coll’, District of
Columbia; Robert B. Grauberger’,
Colorado; Frank A. Kelly®, Georgia; Wilbur
Walker", Virginia

Adjutant: William F. Hauck", Indiana
Chaplain: Rev. Fr. James C. Tuxbury”,
North Dakota

Historian: Alton H. Carpenter”, New York
Treasurer: William Francis Polen®, Indiana
Judge Advocate: Bertram G. Davis®, New
York

60th NATIONAL CONVENTION
New Orleans, La., Aug. 18 — 24, 1978

Commander: Robert Charles Smith’,
Louisiana

Vice Commanders: Eugene V. Lindquist”,
Minnesota; Roger A. Munson®, Ohio; John
J. O'Connell’, Rhode Island; Chester
Phillips’, West Virginia; Irving B. Selmer’,
Wyoming

Adjutant: Frank C. Momsen®, Minnesota
Chaplain: Rev. Fr. Walter D. Power”,
Maryland

Historian: Arnold J. Stockstad®, North
Dakota

Treasurer: Webber LaGrange, Indiana
Judge Advocate: Bertram G. Davis’, New
York

61st NATIONAL CONVENTION
Houston, Texas, Aug. 17 - 23, 1979
Commander: John M. Carey”, Michigan
Hamilton Fish®, New York, Past National
Commander

Vice Commanders: L. Max Connoly”,
Arizona; Alvin F. Grauerholz®, Kansas;
Joseph F. Ward®, New Jersey; John H.
Wienand, Jr.", Alabama; Nathan M. Wolfe",
South Carolina

Adjutant: Frank C. Momsen®, Minnesota
Chaplain: R. Drew Wolcott", Mexico
Historian: Harry H. Kretzler, M.D.",
Washington

Treasurer: Webber LaGrange, Indiana
Judge Advocate: Bertram G. Davis®, New
York

62nd NATIONAL CONVENTION
Boston, Mass., Aug. 15 - 21, 1980
Commander: Frank I. Hamilton®, Indiana
Vice Commanders: G. Y. Fails®, New
Mexico; Keith A. Kreul*, Wisconsin; Bob
Legan®, Arkansas; Max E. Robinson®, North
Carolina; Lawrence R. Spaulding’, New
Hampshire.

Adjutant: Frank C. Momsen®, Minnesota
Chaplain: Rev. Karl E. Kniseley", California
Historian: Phillip Haddad, Oklahoma
Treasurer: Webber LaGrange, Indiana
Judge Advocate: Bertram G. Davis®, New
York

63rd NATIONAL CONVENTION
Honolulu, Hawaii, Aug. 28 — Sept. 3, 1981
Commander: Michael J. Kogutek *, New
York

Vice Commanders: Ralph M. Godwin”,
Mississippi; Keith H. Gwilliam®, Utah;
Matthew W. Jamieson®, Michigan; Robert
W. Lowry *, Nebraska; Dr. Almo J.
Sebastianelli’, Pennsylvania

Adjutant: Robert W. Spanogle, Michigan



Chaplain: Rev. George S. Macres”,
Minnesota

Historian: Neal S. Sundeen, Arizona
Treasurer: Webber LaGrange, Indiana
Judge Advocate: Bertram G. Davis’, New
York

64th NATIONAL CONVENTION
Chicago, Ill., Aug. 20 — 26, 1982
Commander: Jack W. Flynt", Texas

Vice Commanders: Frank T. Markovich®,
Missouri; Dan C. McDonough®, Alaska;
Percy C. Miller", Tennessee; Melvin 'Doc’
Simon®, Vermont; David A. Wade",
Maryland

Adjutant: Robert W. Spanogle, Michigan
Chaplain: Rev. George R. M. Rumney”,
Virginia

Historian: Bernard J. Chisholm’, Minnesota
Treasurer: Webber LaGrange, Indiana
Judge Advocate: Bertram G. Davis’, New
York

65th NATIONAL CONVENTION
Seattle, Wash., Aug. 19 — 25, 1983
Commander: Al Keller, Jr.", Illinois

Vice Commanders: Robert C. Gabrielson”,
South Dakota; Margaret M. Malone®, New
Jersey; H. Melvin Napier, Indiana; Jack C.
Plato’, Oregon; Leo O. Walker’, Oklahoma
Adjutant: Robert W. Spanogle, Michigan
Chaplain: Rev. Fr. John D. Kempf®, Ohio
Historian: James W. Conway ",
Massachusetts

Treasurer: Webber LaGrange, Indiana
Judge Advocate: Bertram G. Davis’, New
York

66th NATIONAL CONVENTION

Salt Lake City, Utah, Sept. 3 -5, 1984
Commander: Keith Kreul*, Wisconsin
Vice Commanders: J. Leslie Brown, Jr.",
Kentucky; Roberto Gonzalez-Vazquez',
Puerto Rico; Charles R. Green®, Ohio;
Robert W. Groccia®, Massachusetts, John N.
Lockhart®, Hawaii

Adjutant: Robert W. Spanogle, Michigan
Chaplain: James Clay McKee, Utah
Historian: Herberta T. Stark”, New
Hampshire

Treasurer: Webber LaGrange, Indiana
Judge Advocate: Philip B. Onderdonk, Jr.",
Maryland

67th NATIONAL CONVENTION

New Orleans, La., Aug. 23 — 28, 1985
Commander: Clarence M. Bacon®, Maryland
Vice Commanders: Robert S. Turner,
Georgia; Harold E. Collett”, Idaho; Ronald

D. Birk’, Kansas; Stewart Kunde”,
Minnesota; Stephen J. Mikosky ",
Pennsylvania

Adjutant: Robert W. Spanogle, Michigan
Chaplain: Rev. Charles G. Rice, Jr.", New
York

Historian: Roy B. Mahoney”, Florida
Treasurer: Webber LaGrange, Indiana
Judge Advocate: Philip B. Onderdonk, Jr.”,
Maryland

68th NATIONAL CONVENTION
Cincinnati, Ohio, Aug. 29 — Sept. 4, 1986
Commander: Dale L. Renaud’, lowa

Vice Commanders: Bernard Black®, South
Carolina; Norman Conn’, California; Vito
M. DeFilipp®, Maine; Miles S. Epling, West
Virginia, H. F. 'Sparky' Gierke", North
Dakota

Adjutant: Robert W. Spanogle, Michigan
Chaplain: Dr. Gordon L. Patterson”,
Nebraska

Historian: Ethel M. Matuschka®, Wisconsin
Treasurer: Webber LaGrange, Indiana
Judge Advocate: Philip B. Onderdonk, Jr.",
Maryland

69th NATIONAL CONVENTION

San Antonio, Texas, Aug. 21 — 27, 1987
Commander: James P. Dean’, Mississippi
E. Roy Stone, Jr.", South Carolina, Past
National Commander

Vice Commanders: William M. Detweiler*,
Louisiana; Doris R. Gross®, Washington;
Donald E. Neil®, Delaware; Allen L. Titus”,
Indiana; Ervin F. Van Dyke", Wisconsin
Adjutant: Robert W. Spanogle, Michigan
Chaplain: Rev. Fr. Arthur J. Jakobiak", New
Mexico

Historian: J. Ruffin Apperson®, Virginia
Treasurer: Webber LaGrange, Indiana
Judge Advocate: Philip B. Onderdonk, Jr.",
Maryland

70th NATIONAL CONVENTION
Louisville, Ky., Sept. 6 — 8, 1988
Commander: John P. 'Jake' Comer,
Massachusetts

Vice Commanders: Neale V. Cabral’,
Connecticut; Joe Frank, Jr., Missouri; W. P.
'Bill' Peterson®, Montana; Paul B. Phifer,
Jr.", Virginia; F. Leon Reed’, Arkansas
Adjutant: Robert W. Spanogle, Michigan
Chaplain: Rev. Jerry Salveson®, Minnesota
Historian: Edward F. Brennan®, Illinois
Treasurer: Webber LaGrange, Indiana
Judge Advocate: Philip B. Onderdonk, Jr.",
Maryland



71st NATIONAL CONVENTION
Baltimore, Md., Sept. 5 — 7, 1989
Commander: H.F. 'Sparky’ Gierke®, North
Dakota

Vice Commanders; Thomas L. Gabel®,
Ohio; Harvey Holcomb®, Texas; Archie
Pozzi, Jr. *, Nevada; Ray G. Smith, Sr.",
North Carolina: John P. Tipping®, New York
Adjutant: Robert W. Spanogle, Michigan
Chaplain: Rev. F. Robert Davidson,
Michigan

Historian: Richard A. Stevens, Sr.",
Louisiana

Treasurer: Webber LaGrange, Indiana
Judge Advocate: Philip B. Onderdonk, Jr.",
Maryland

72nd NATIONAL CONVENTION
Indianapolis, Ind., Aug. 28 - 30, 1990
Commander: Miles S. Epling, West Virginia
Vice Commanders: Vincent E. Blank”,
Iowa; Joseph E. Caouette’, New Hampshire;
Andrew J. Cooper’, Alabama; Gerald
Goetzinger, South Dakota; Vinton R. Guy”,
Colorado

Adjutant: Robert W. Spanogle, Michigan
Chaplain: Lynn S. Kearsley®, Idaho
Historian: C. Carl Pilgrim", South Carolina
Treasurer: Webber LaGrange, Indiana
Judge Advocate: Philip B. Onderdonk, Jr.",
Maryland

73rd NATIONAL CONVENTION
Phoenix, Ariz., Sept. 3 -5, 1991
Commander: Robert S. Turner, Georgia
Vice Commanders: Lewis Adams”,
Nebraska; James T. Anderson *, Wyoming;
Fred M. Ingellis’, Mississippi; Harry F.
McDowell", Florida; George E. Sampson”,
New Jersey

Adjutant: Robert W. Spanogle, Michigan
Chaplain: Rev. Michas M. Ohnstad,
Minnesota

Historian: Harold Matthew Branton®, Texas
Treasurer: Webber LaGrange, Indiana
Judge Advocate: Philip B. Onderdonk, Jr.",
Maryland

74th NATIONAL CONVENTION
Chicago, Ill., Aug. 25 - 27, 1992
Commander: Dominic D. DiFrancesco”,
Pennsylvania

Vice Commanders: James 'Jim' G.
Brouillette”, Vermont; Thomas P. Cadmus”,
Michigan; Ronald C. Murphy®, Arizona;
Lawrence F. Roy, Oklahoma; Lee R.
Stolfus®, Kansas

Adjutant: Robert W. Spanogle, Michigan
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Chaplain: Rev. Donal M. 'Jack' Squires”,
West Virginia

Historian: Bettie M. Canon’, Montana
Treasurer: Webber LaGrange, Indiana
Judge Advocate: Philip B. Onderdonk, Jr.",
Maryland

75th NATIONAL CONVENTION
Pittsburgh, Pa., Sept. 3 -9, 1993
Commander: Roger A. Munson®, Ohio
Vice Commanders: Joseph V. Adams®,
Pennsylvania; Paul Andrejewski’,
Minnesota; Robert E. 'Jack' David®, South
Carolina; John William 'Bill' Murphy”,
Arkansas; Louis A. 'Tony' Santillanes’, New
Mexico

Adjutant: Robert W. Spanogle, Michigan
Chaplain: Rev. James R. Wagner",
Mississippi

Historian: Delfo Barabani®, Massachusetts
Treasurer: Webber LaGrange, Indiana
Judge Advocate: Philip B. Onderdonk, Jr.",
Maryland

76th NATIONAL CONVENTION
Minneapolis, Minn., Sept. 6 — 8, 1994
Commander: Bruce Thiesen, California
Vice Commanders: Juan H. Cintron®, Puerto
Rico; Douglas A. Mason®, Utah; John J.
Mulkern®, Massachusetts; K. W. Ohl’",
Indiana; Curtis O. Twete, North Dakota
Adjutant: Robert W. Spanogle, Michigan
Chaplain: Msgr. Raymond J. Kozlowski",
New York

Historian: Marjorie T. Simpson’, Georgia
Treasurer: Webber LaGrange, Indiana
Judge Advocate: Philip B. Onderdonk, Jr.",
Maryland

77th NATIONAL CONVENTION
Indianapolis, Ind., Sept. 4 — 6, 1995
Commander: William M. Detweiler*,
Louisiana

Vice Commanders: Joseph T. Craig”,
Alaska; Silas M. Noel®, Kentucky; Calvin E.
Patton”, Maryland; H. Gordon Burleigh®,
New York; Vernon K. Grosenick”,
Wisconsin

Adjutant: Robert W. Spanogle, Michigan
Chaplain: Rev. Roy L. Pryor’, South
Carolina

Historian: M. LaReine Maxey’, Nevada,
(died 10-7-94); Succeeded by Carl S.
Wipperman*, Washington (appointed 10-
19-94)

Treasurer: Webber LaGrange, Indiana
Judge Advocate: Philip B. Onderdonk, Jr.",
Maryland



78th NATIONAL CONVENTION

Salt Lake City, Utah, Aug. 30 —Sept. 5, 1996
Commander: Daniel A. Ludwig, Minnesota
Vice Commanders: Keith Baker’, lowa;
William L. Ciciotte*, Maine; Robert D.
Scott, Oregon; C. Darrel Haskell’, South
Dakota; Ralph J. Reel’, Tennessee
Adjutant: Robert W. Spanogle, Michigan
Chaplain: Joseph E. Reynolds’, Texas
Historian: R. Paul Tenney®, Vermont
Treasurer: Webber LaGrange, Indiana
Judge Advocate: Philip B. Onderdonk, Jr.",
Maryland

79th NATIONAL CONVENTION
Orlando, Fla., Aug. 29 — Sept. 4, 1997
Commander: Joseph J. Frank, Missouri
Vice Commanders: Wilson R. Timmons’,
Florida; Orland H. Taylor’, Hawaii; Roger
L. Wild", Nebraska; Albert M. Robotti",
New Jersey; Robert L. Bowen®, Virginia
Adjutant: Robert W. Spanogle, Michigan
Chaplain: Charles H. Richmond’, Oklahoma
Historian: Barbara 'Bobbe' Stuvengen’,
Wisconsin

Treasurer: Webber LaGrange, Indiana
Judge Advocate: Philip B. Onderdonk, Jr.",
Maryland

80th NATIONAL CONVENTION

New Orleans, La., Sept. 4 — 10, 1998
Commander: Anthony Jordan, Maine
Vice Commanders: Erwin Gus Williams,
Connecticut; Conrad A. Chisholm®, Idaho;
Norris W. Preston”, Missouri; Gerald L.
Moore", Ohio; Robert E. Vass®, West
Virginia

Adjutant: Robert W. Spanogle, Michigan
Chaplain: Rev. Henry E. Eisenhart”,
Pennsylvania

Historian: Tommy Mills®, Mississippi
Treasurer: Webber LaGrange, Indiana
Judge Advocate: Philip B. Onderdonk, Jr.",
Maryland

81st NATIONAL CONVENTION
Anaheim, Calif., Sept. 3 -9, 1999
Commander: Butch L. Miller, Virginia
Vice Commanders: Leo P. Burke®,
California; Roger L. Tingler, Georgia;
James W. Gravenstein, Kansas; Fernando
M. Goulart, Rhode Island; John D. Morris”,
Texas

Adjutant: Robert W. Spanogle, Michigan
Chaplain: Rev. Robert J. Sweeney’, New
York

Historian: Robert L. Klipstine®, Ohio
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Treasurer: George A. Buskirk, Jr.* Indiana
Judge Advocate: Philip B. Onderdonk, Jr.",
Maryland

82nd NATIONAL CONVENTION
Milwaukee, Wis., Sept. 1 — 7, 2000
Commander: Alan G. Lance, Sr., Idaho
Vice Commanders: James F. Fraughnaugh’,
Alabama; Milton W. Lobstein, Michigan;
Robert Skallerud®, Minnesota; Robert F.
Neville, New York; L. Harry Easley’,
Washington

Adjutant: Robert W. Spanogle, Michigan
Chaplain: David R. Brown, Louisiana
Historian: Robert Mead", Nebraska
Treasurer: George A. Buskirk, Jr.", Indiana
Judge Advocate: Philip B. Onderdonk, Jr.",
Maryland

83rd NATIONAL CONVENTION

San Antonio, Texas, Aug. 24 — 30, 2001
Commander: Ray G. Smith”, North Carolina
Vice Commanders: Charles C. Ragsdell’,
Arkansas; James E. Koutz, Indiana;

Henry P. Bradley, Massachusetts; John C.
Pellegrini, Montana; William A. Weatherly",
South Carolina

Adjutant: Robert W. Spanogle, Michigan
Chaplain: Calvin C. Turpin®, California
Historian: James Buterbaugh, Kansas
Treasurer: George A. Buskirk, Jr.", Indiana
Judge Advocate: Philip B. Onderdonk, Jr.",
Maryland

84th NATIONAL CONVENTION
Charlotte, N.C., Aug. 27 - 29, 2002
Commander: Richard J. Santos, Maryland
Vice Commanders: Russell H. Hanseter,
Wisconsin; Charles R. John®, Oklahoma;
Terry D. Lewis’, Pennsylvania; James F.
Mareschal®, Missouri; Dale R. Salmen®,
Nevada

Adjutant: Robert W. Spanogle, Michigan
Chaplain: David F. Russell, Virginia
Historian: Walter L. Davis, Michigan
Treasurer: George A. Buskirk, Jr*, Indiana
Judge Advocate: Philip B. Onderdonk, Jr.",
Maryland

85th NATIONAL CONVENTION

St. Louis, Mo., Aug. 26 — 28, 2003
Commander: Ronald F. Conley,
Pennsylvania

Vice Commanders: Jefferson 'Jeff'
Luginbuel®, Colorado; Roy L. Kirkham,
Louisiana; Robert M. Johnson®, Maryland;
Robert G. Bournival, New Hampshire;
Donavon R. Mason®, South Dakota
Adjutant: Robert W. Spanogle, Michigan



Chaplain: Rev. Norris A. Keirn, Indiana
Historian: Donald F. Simons, Texas
Treasurer: George A. Buskirk, Jr.*, Indiana
Judge Advocate: Philip B. Onderdonk, Jr.",
Maryland

86th NATIONAL CONVENTION
Nashville, Tenn., Aug. 31, Sept. 1, 2, 2004
Commander: John A. Brieden, III, Texas
Vice Commanders: Richard G. Denbow,
Iowa; Michael Dennis Helm, Nebraska;
Fang A. Wong, New York; Clinton E.
Thompson, North Carolina; Todd E. White,
Wyoming

Adjutant: Robert W. Spanogle, Michigan
Chaplain: Rev. Dr. William J. P. Doubek,
111, Missouri

Historian: Fae Casper, Georgia

Treasurer: George A. Buskirk, Jr.", Indiana
Judge Advocate: Philip B. Onderdonk, Jr.",
Maryland

87th NATIONAL CONVENTION
Honolulu, Hawaii, Aug. 23 - 25, 2005
Commander: Thomas P. Cadmus’, Michigan
Vice Commanders: Marco A. Valenzuela®,
Arizona; Charles W. Barrett, Georgia;
Samuel Barney®, Ohio; Wayne B. Richey,
South Carolina; Linda M. Thayer, Vermont
Adjutant: Robert W. Spanogle, Michigan
Chaplain: Rev. James T. Akers’, Kansas
Historian: W. Frazier Brinley, Connecticut
Treasurer: George A. Buskirk, Jr.", Indiana
Judge Advocate: Philip B. Onderdonk, Jr.",
Maryland

88th NATIONAL CONVENTION

Salt Lake City, Utah, Aug. 29 — 31, 2006
Commander: Thomas L. Bock, Colorado
Vice Commanders: Willard F. Coffey,
Michigan; James H. Hall", New Jersey;
Taurino J. Trevino®, New Mexico; Sebastian
T. Roll’, North Dakota; Michael E. Harris,
Virginia

Adjutant: Robert W. Spanogle, Michigan
Chaplain: Steven E. Wright, Utah
Historian: Johnny B. Keel’, Louisiana
Treasurer: George A. Buskirk, Jr*, Indiana
Judge Advocate: Philip B. Onderdonk, Jr.",
Maryland

89th NATIONAL CONVENTION

Reno, Nev., Aug. 28 — 30, 2007
Commander: Paul A. Morin, Massachusetts
Vice Commanders: Bryon W. White”,
Alabama; Elgin Wahlborg, Kansas; Lloyd
H. Woods, Maine; Robert C. Lahiere,
Tennessee; Allan C. Setterberg, Utah
Adjutant: Robert W. Spanogle, Michigan
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Chaplain: Stanley Gruneich, South Dakota

Historian: Michael J. Miskell, Pennsylvania
Treasurer: George A. Buskirk, Jr.*, Indiana
Judge Advocate: Philip B. Onderdonk, Jr.",
Maryland

90th NATIONAL CONVENTION
Phoenix, Ariz., Aug. 26 — 28, 2008
Commander: Martin F. Conatser, Illinois
Vice Commanders: Peggy G. Dettori,
Alaska; Thomas L. Burns, Jr., Delaware;
Randall A. Fisher’, Kentucky; Donald
Hayden, Minnesota; David A. Korth®,
Wisconsin

Adjutant: Robert W. Spanogle, Michigan
(Voted title of Past National Commander,
effective 10/16/2008)

Chaplain: Rev. Elliott L. Foss, Jr., Georgia
Historian: James M. Holmes’, Indiana
Treasurer: George A. Buskirk, Jr.", Indiana
Judge Advocate: Philip B. Onderdonk, Jr.",
Maryland

91st NATIONAL CONVENTION
Louisville, Ky., Aug. 25 - 27, 2009
Commander: David K. Rehbein, lowa
Vice Commanders: James A. LaCoursiere,
Jr., Connecticut

Michael J. Landkamer, Nebraska

James W. Davis, West Virginia

Harley W. Ray, Oregon; Dellan 'Shorty' T.
Simmons, Texas

Adjutant: Daniel S. Wheeler, Virginia
Chaplain: Rev. Lawrence 'Larry' Vollink,
Michigan

Historian: Charles J. Zelinsky, Illinois
Treasurer: George A. Buskirk, Jr.", Indiana
Judge Advocate: Philip B. Onderdonk, Jr.",
Maryland

92nd NATIONAL CONVENTION
Milwaukee, Wis., Aug. 30, Sept. 1, 2, 2010
Commander: Clarence E. Hill, Florida
Vice Commanders: Morris M. Bentley,
Idaho, Dr. Gordon B. Browning", Maryland,
Mark A. Avis, Massachusetts, James C.
Morris, Ohio, Eugene Schumacher, South
Dakota

Adjutant: Daniel S. Wheeler, Virginia
Chaplain: Rev. John L. Beaver, Alabama
Historian: James T. Higuera, California
Treasurer: George A. Buskirk, Jr.", Indiana
Judge Advocate: Philip B. Onderdonk, Jr.",
Maryland

93rd NATIONAL CONVENTION
Minneapolis, Minn., Aug. 30 — Sept. 1, 2011
Commander: Jimmie L. Foster, Alaska

Vice Commanders: Russell J. Henry,



Louisiana; John M. Mella, Michigan; Carlos
Orria-Medina, Puerto Rico; Eugene R.
Pytka, Rhode Island; William F. Schrier,
Washington

Adjutant: Daniel S. Wheeler, Virginia
Chaplain: Rev. Daniel J. Sechafer,
Wisconsin

Historian: James Fratolillo, Massachusetts
Treasurer: George A. Buskirk, Jr.", Indiana
Judge Advocate: Philip B. Onderdonk, Jr.",
Maryland

94th NATIONAL CONVENTION
Indianapolis, Ind., Aug. 28 - 30, 2012
Commander: Fang A. Wong, New York
Richard M. Pedro’, New York, Past
National Commander

Vice Commanders: Mervin G. Gunderson”,
Montana; James H. Hales, Jr., Pennsylvania;
Milton G. Heifner, lowa; Larry D. Sheets”,
Florida; David N. Voyles, Missouri
Adjutant: Daniel S. Wheeler, Virginia
Chaplain: Gerald Theriot, Louisiana
Historian: Robert B. Craig, Nebraska
Treasurer: George A. Buskirk, Jr'., Indiana
Judge Advocate: Philip B. Onderdonk, Jr.",
Maryland

95th NATIONAL CONVENTION
Houston, Texas, Aug. 27 — 29, 2013
Commander: James E. Koutz, Indiana
Vice Commanders: Jeanette Rae, Nevada;
John E. Neylon, New Hampshire; Glenn A.
Hickman, Ohio; James H. Holland, South
Carolina; David R. Hall, West Virginia
Adjutant: Daniel S. Wheeler, Virginia
Chaplain: Ronald Derrick, Idaho
Historian: N. Larry Rozier, North Carolina
Treasurer: George A. Buskirk, Jr.", Indiana
Judge Advocate: Philip B. Onderdonk, Jr.",
Maryland

96th NATIONAL CONVENTION
Charlotte, N. C. Aug. 26 — 28,2014
Commander: Daniel M. Dellinger, Virginia
Vice Commanders: Douglas W. Wooddell,
Colorado; Robert E. Newman, Indiana;
William A. Rakestraw, Jr.", New Jersey;
Wayne D. Satrom, North Dakota; Paul E.
Dillard, Texas

Adjutant: Daniel S. Wheeler, Virginia
Chaplain: Daniel A. McClure, Iowa
Historian: Charemon Dunham, South
Dakota

Treasurer: George A. Buskirk, Jr.", Indiana
Judge Advocate: Philip B. Onderdonk, Jr.",
Maryland

97th NATIONAL CONVENTION
Baltimore, Md. Sept. 1 -3, 2015
Commander: Michael D. Helm, Nebraska
Vice Commanders: Paul O. Sanford,
Kansas; Douglas C. Haggan, France;
Richard W. Neville, North Carolina;
William R. Bryant, Virginia; Gerald L.
Jacobs, Wyoming

Adjutant: Daniel S. Wheeler, Virginia
Chaplain: Tierian ‘Randy’ Cash, North
Carolina

Historian: Susan B. Mason, Florida
Treasurer: George A. Buskirk, Jr.", Indiana
Judge Advocate: Philip B. Onderdonk, Jr.",
Maryland

98th NATIONAL CONVENTION
Cincinnati, Ohio, Aug. 30, 31, Sept. 1, 2016
Commander: Harold D. Bamett, Georgia
Vice Commanders: George E. Cushing,
Arizona; Jimmy F. Lane, Arkansas; John W.
Hargreaves, Maine; Alan A. Davis, Sr.,
Minnesota; David L. Gough, Wisconsin
Adjutant: Daniel S. Wheeler, Virginia
Chaplain: H. C. Ted Kelley" Pennsylvania
Historian: James E. Copher, Minnesota
Treasurer: George A. Buskirk, Jr.", Indiana
Judge Advocate: Philip B. Onderdonk, Jr.",
Maryland

99th NATIONAL CONVENTION
Reno, Nev., Aug. 22 — 24,2017
Commander: Charles E. Schmidt, Oregon
Vice Commanders: Paul Martel, Florida;
Fae Casper, Georgia; Douglas L. Boldt,
Nebraska; Paul L. Espinoza, New Mexico;
Vincent James Troiola, New York
Adjutant: Daniel S. Wheeler, Virginia
Chaplain: Harvey H. Klee®, Texas
Historian: Paul D. Bennett, Missouri
Treasurer: George A. Buskirk, Jr.", Indiana
Judge Advocate: Philip B. Onderdonk, Jr.’,
Maryland

100th NATIONAL CONVENTION
Minneapolis, MN, Aug 28 — 30, 2018
Commander: Denise H. Rohan, Wisconsin
Vice Commanders: Larry J. Marcouillier,
Denver; William J. Flanagan, Illinois;
Bobby D. Bryant, Oklahoma; Byron 1.
Callies, South Dakota; Paula R. Stephenson,
Utah

Adjutant: Daniel S. Wheeler, Virginia
Chaplain: Robert A. Vick, Florida
Historian: Richard T. Dubay, Michigan
Treasurer: George A. Buskirk, Jr.", Indiana
Judge Advocate: Kevin J. Bartlett, Michigan



101 NATIONAL CONVENTION
Indianapolis, IN, Aug. 27-29, 2019
Commander: Brett P. Reistad, Virginia
Vice Commanders: James E. Pisa, Alaska;
Paul I. Spedaliere, Connecticut; John F.
Milburn, Maryland; James E. Wallace,
Michigan; Steve Sweet, Mississippi
Adjutant: Daniel S. Wheeler, Virginia
Chaplain: Phillip G. Salois, Rhode Island
Historian: Frederick S. Doten, Nevada
Treasurer: George A. Buskirk, Jr.", Indiana
Judge Advocate: Kevin J. Bartlett, Michigan

102°¢ NATIONAL CONVENTION
Phoenix, AZ, Aug. 31, Sept. 1, 2, 2021
Commander: James W. "Bill" Oxford, North
Carolina

Vice Commanders: Bruce C. Feuerbach,
Iowa; David L. King, Kentucky; Francis J.
MacDonald, Massachusetts; Richard A.
Heigert, Missouri; Robert D. Liebenow,
Oregon

Adjutant: Daniel S. Wheeler, Virginia
Chaplain: Edward L. Harris, Jr., Indiana
Historian: James A Mariner, New Mexico
Treasurer: Shawn T. Long, Indiana
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PROCEEDINGS
of the
102" Annual Convention
of
The American Legion

Tuesday, August 31, 2021

...At 9:00 a.m., the members assembled for the 102nd Annual National Convention,
and the following proceedings were had.

NATIONAL COMMANDER OXFORD: Ladies and gentlemen, as we begin our
program, please join me in a round of applause for Rick Pedro on the keyboard. (4dpplause)

Call to Order
James W. "Bill" Oxford, North Carolina, National Commander

NATIONAL COMMANDER OXFORD: The 102nd National Convention will come
to order. Ladies and gentlemen, please rise as the color guard of American Legion
Harrisburg Post 472 in Houston, Texas, presents the Colors, and then remain standing
while rendering a salute for the singing of the National Anthem by the country music artist
and Army veteran Craig Morgan.

... At this time, the delegation rose and rendered a salute to the Colors, followed by
which the National Anthem was performed. (Applause)

NATIONAL COMMANDER OXFORD: For the invocation I call on National
Chaplain Edward L. Harris, Jr. of the Department of Indiana. Please uncover.

Invocation
Chaplain Edward L. Harris, Indiana, National Chaplain

Dear God, thank you for this day, and as this petitioner will always plead, thank you
for allowing us to be a part of this day. Dear God, we come to the opening of our 102nd
American Legion Convention. Bless those of us who have traveled to be a part of this grand
occasion. Bless our national commander, our national adjutant, and the national officers
that keep our organization running. Bless our sick, our infirm, and our bereaved. All this
we ask in Your name, amen.

NATIONAL COMMANDER OXFORD: Thank you, Chaplain Harris. Please remain
uncovered as National Sergeant-at-Arms David S. Shore of North Carolina leads us in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Pledge of Allegiance
David S. Shore, North Carolina, National Sergeant-at-Arms

NATIONAL SERGEANT-AT-ARMS SHORE: Please join me as we recite the
Pledge of Allegiance to our Nations Colors.
...The convention recited the Pledge of Allegiance.
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POW/MIA Empty Chair Ceremony
Steve A. Brennan, Maryland, Chairman, National Security Commission
Kenneth J. Trumbull, Illinois, Vice Chairman, National Security Commission

NATIONAL COMMANDER OXFORD: Thank you, David. At this time, we pause
to remember those who are listed as prisoners of war or missing in action from wars in
which we have been engaged. We in The American Legion will never forget those who
served and those who are no longer with us. We will not ease the pressure on our
government to do the right thing and continue to work for an accounting of all those
missing. I now call on the chairman of the National Security Commission, Steve A.
Brennan of Maryland, and Vice Chairman Kenneth J. Trumbull of Illinois, to place the
POW/MIA flag on the empty chair.

Preamble to Constitution
James W. "Bill" Oxford, North Carolina, National Commander

Legionnaires, please cover and join me as we reaffirm our commitment to the
principles and ideals on which our American Legion was founded by reciting the Preamble
to the Constitution.

...The convention recited the Preamble to the American Legion Constitution.

Remembrance Ceremony
James W. "Bill" Oxford, North Carolina, National Commander

I ask at this time that we all pause for a moment of reflection. On November 10, 2020,
The American Legion lost a special breed of national commander. I say special breed
because Clarence M. Bacon was the last World War II veteran that we had among our past
national commanders. Clarence was not just a friend to me, but he was a great man from
the Greatest Generation. A Navy veteran, he witnessed history up close as he served on the
presidential yachts of Presidents Franklin D. Roosevelt and Harry S. Truman. A true
advocate for veterans and the military in his home state of Maryland, Commander Clarence
was as proud of his blue cap as he was his red cap. "It is the grassroots volunteers who
make this organization go," he said at our 1985 National Convention. "We all owe them
every ounce of support we can muster." Let's listen to Clarence in his own words.

...The Convention viewed a video.

NATIONAL COMMANDER OXFORD: Please uncover and join me in a moment of
silence for Past National Commander Clarence M. Bacon. Thank you.

Opening Ceremony

NATIONAL COMMANDER OXFORD: At this time, I would like to welcome Craig
Morgan to the platform. Please be seated.

CRAIG MORGAN: I reckon you want me to sing a song. Is that what you want me
to do right now?

NATIONAL COMMANDER OXFORD: Unless you want me to join you.

CRAIG MORGAN: Come on. Feel free. Let me hear that guitar. We're in the middle
of touring right now. Every night when I do this song, I dedicate it to all the men and
women that serve, their families, and I also include our men and women in blue here at
home, a lot of which are veterans, I have found. So, this one is for all of y'all. I know we've
got all branches of service. I'm an Army guy. All you Marines, I know you don't like being
called soldier, you like being called Marines, but you'll just have to get over it for this song
because, to me, they're all soldiers. ...Singing "Soldier" (Applause)
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NATIONAL COMMANDER OXFORD: We've just got a small presentation, just a
pin, but just in case you're not a Legionnaire, by the end of the program, you will be. Are
you a Legionnaire?

CRAIG MORGAN: I am now.

NATIONAL COMMANDER OXFORD: You are now. Great. Thank you.

CRAIG MORGAN: Thank you very much. God bless you. I do want to say how
honored I am to be here. There's nothing like spending time with like-minded individuals,
who all share in the same love of our country. So, I thank you for allowing me to be a part
of that. (Applause)

My career in the Army started in 1985, and I say that proudly because for the first
time in a long time I'm not the old guy. (Laughter)

It's been fun being around all of y'all. One of the most important missions of The
American Legion is the mentoring and teaching of young people. By emphasizing the
rights and responsibilities of citizenship through their many youth programs, you are
fulfilling one of the four pillars, and continuing a legacy. I want to introduce you to a group
of young people who epitomize the future of this great country. Your American Legion
Youth Champions! (4pplause)

ANNOUNCER: The 2019 American Legion Baseball All-Academic Team Captain
hails from Grifton, North Carolina. Kenshawn Malik Dixon graduated from North Lenoir
High School with a 4.1 GPA where he demonstrated leadership both on the field and off
the field. Malik attends the University of Mount Olive where he plays baseball and is
working toward a degree in business management, and hopes to one day work in the
marketing department of a sports related company. Malik is sponsored by Post 43 in
Kingston Platte, North Carolina. Due to his collegiate obligations, Malik is unable to
attend today; however, please turn your attention to the monitors for his brief remarks.

The American Legion Youth Champions
2019 American Legion Baseball All-Academic Team Captain
Kenshawn Malik Dixon, Grifton, North Carolina

Hello, everyone. My name is Malik Dixon, and I was the 2019 American Legion All-
Academic Team captain and a recipient of their scholarship, and I just wanted to give a
speech to talk about how much this scholarship has meant to me the past couple of years
since I've been at college.

First, I would like to thank the entire American Legion scholarship committee and
Kinston Post 43 in Kinston, North Carolina, for two amazing summers of playing baseball.
The second season we were able to make history as the first team in our area to make the
state championship, which was pretty amazing. To everyone who made this possible for
me to receive this scholarship, Coach Ty Eason, Coach Josh Harris, Mr. Terry Boyles, all
my teammates, the parents, the fans, my family, and my entire support system, this couldn't
have been possible without you either, so I would like to thank you as well. But there are
two people I would like to give pretty significant recognition too, and they are Miss Berta
Battle and Coach Ronny Battle. I have a story about me and Coach Battle's relationship.

Coach Battle was a spearhead in the community. He was a great figure. He was
actually the coach of our American Legion baseball team for a long time, and I remember,
as a young kid, him talking to me about me wanting to play for his team, and he could see
how much I loved baseball, and we share that bond. Every time we talk, we talk baseball.
I was so excited to do it. I was so excited to play for him. It was one of my goals as an
amateur baseball player to do this, but unfortunately, I never got the opportunity to. In
January 2018, he actually passed away. He lost his battle to cancer. A couple months later,
I finally got the call that I had the opportunity to play for the Legion team. I was pretty
devastated, but I had made up my mind that every single game that I was going to play in



4

Proceedings of Tuesday, August 31, 2021

that uniform that I would play for him, and it ended up being two of the best summers I
ever played of baseball.

One thing that Coach Battle did always hammer home to me and so many other people
in our community was the importance of education and getting a good one and taking it
seriously. I knew that was something that I wanted to pursue after high school. So, when it
was time for me to decide like where to go, I knew I had to make a good decision, but just
like any other college kid, I struggled at first to pay my tuition, but with the help of your
scholarship, I was able to survive the first year, and I made it here to my junior year. As of
now, I'm a member of the SGA, a member of the honor society. I actually play baseball
here at the University of Mount Olive. I'm on the Student-Athlete Advisory Committee
here on campus, and I have a 3.6 GPA. So, I feel like I've done a lot of good things here
since I've arrived, and I don't think any of that would have been possible without you and
the committee giving me the scholarship.

So, I'd like to thank you, but I would also like to thank Coach Battle for driving it
home and giving me this opportunity to pursue this and giving me the vision to pursue this.
Just, again, I would like to say thank you. From the bottom of my heart, I know everybody
from my family to all my friends, they really appreciate everything that the scholarship has
done for me. So, thank you once again, and I hope you have a great day. (Applause)

ANNOUNCER: Our next Youth Champion was elected American Legion Boys Nation
president last month in Washington. He hails from Irvine, California, and attends Portola
High School. At Boys Nation, he exhibited the important leadership behaviors of integrity
and humility, with a goal to restore the youth's belief in democracy. He plans to attend
Harvard University to study philosophy with hopes to pursue a career in law and national
politics. Sponsored by Post 291 in Newport Harbor, California, please welcome your 2021
American Legion Boys Nation President, Ryan Hanho Jung. (Applause)

2021 Boys Nation President
Ryan Hanho Jung, Irvine, California

Good Morning. So, my eyesight isn't that good. I see Delaware, North Carolina, but
just as a point of personal privilege, where exactly is the delegation from California?
(Cheers)

There we go. I'm glad to represent Post 291 from Newport Harbor, and more
importantly, California Boys State. Let's get into it.

On the campaign trail at Boys Nation, I asked my fellow senators to confront the
fundamental question, and that was: Which America will you choose? You ask that
question to 100 of the nation's most politically minded young men, and you're sure to get
about 200 different answers, many of which are conflicting. Yet we all agree on an America
which vows to better serve the men and women who put themselves in harm's way for us
to enjoy our unalienable rights to life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness. Through the
Boys Nation program, The American Legion affirms that our great nation is a land of
opportunity. It gives a platform to a kid like me, a starry-eyed son of South Korean
immigrants. My grandparents first heard of a faraway land called America, from soldiers
fighting in the Korean War. Serving as the president of the 75th session of Boys Nation
where I had the utmost privilege of bearing witness to energetic young men steering the
direction of our country, not left, not right, but forward, is the least I could do to express
my gratitude. You open the book of Matthew 10:16, Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. urged his
congregation to face the world with a tough mind and a tender heart. That is precisely what
The American Legion, Sons of The American Legion and American Legion Auxiliary calls
upon us to do. Equipped with a tough mind to selflessly improve America, the fabled land
my grandparents saw from the coast of Korea. And to love one another, united, as
Americans, guided by a tender heart. Thank you for giving me this opportunity. (Applause)
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ANNOUNCER: This year is special as we are joined by two winners of the Eagle
Scout of the Year Award. The 2020 Eagle Scout of the Year is a member of Boy Scout Troop
2020. He was awarded this honor for his Eagle Scout project memorializing the stories of
California veterans through the Veterans History Project at the Library of Congress.
Additionally, Michael participated in the California Boys State program and is assistant
Junior scoutmaster for his home troop. Please give a round of applause for the 2020
American Legion Eagle Scout of the Year, Michael McPhie. (Applause)

2020 Eagle Scout of the Year
Michael McPhie, Irvine, California

I am so humbled to be here today and to receive this scholarship. When I consider
why members of the American Legion, who have already given so much for our country,
continue to give of their time and their means to support youth programs like scouting, I
am reminded that the work of America is never finished. For my Eagle project, I trained
volunteers to interview veterans about their experiences in war. Those interviews are now
archived as part of the Veterans History Project at the Library of Congress in Washington,
D.C., so that future generations of Americans can hear directly from those veterans about
their service in defense of our nation. I remember sitting in the living room of one veteran
in particular, who let me hold his helmet. He showed me the hole where a bullet had gone
in and a second hole where that same bullet had gone out. Thankfully, it had only grazed
the side of his head. This veteran told me many stories, stories of his fellow soldiers and
the camaraderie they shared. I hope everyone gets a chance to hear these veterans' stories
and to understand what our country means to them. We all must do everything we can to
make our communities the best that they can be and to pass on to future generations of
Americans the values and ideals that have made America the unique force for good that it
is. I am grateful to be your Eagle Scout of the Year, and I want you to know that I will do
my best to fulfill my duty to God and my country. Thank you. (4dpplause)

ANNOUNCER: The 2021 Eagle Scout of the Year is Michael's brother, John McPhie.
John is also a member of Boy Scout Troop 2020 and was awarded this honor for his project
in benefit of Operation Gratitude. John serves as senior patrol leader for his home troop
and is active in his church and youth group. Please give a round of applause for the 2021
American Legion Eagle Scout of the Year, John McPhie. (Applause)

2021 Eagle Scout of the Year
John McPhie, Irvine, California

I am honored to be here with each of you today. At this time, I would like to thank all
of the people that got me here. I would like to thank my scout leaders for their help along
the scouting journey, my family, and my friends, without whom I would not be here, and
of course, I would like to thank The American Legion. Thank you all for this wonderful
opportunity and this great honor. As an American, I would like to thank you for all that
you have done for our country. I am eternally grateful for the freedoms that you enable all
of us to enjoy. The goal of my eagle project was to narrow the military-civilian divide
among my peers and help them remember that freedom is not free. The only reason that
we are free, and ultimately the only reason that anyone anywhere on this earth is free, is
because of the incredible work that the American military does day in and day out, year
after year after year. So, I presented patriotic programs in elementary and middle schools
and at community interfaith service days and to youth action teams. All across my
community, we wrote hundreds and hundreds of thank you letters and made hundreds of
emergency paracord bracelets, which were included in hundreds and hundreds of care
packages for our deployed troops and first responders. I truly believe that we are the
luckiest people in the world to be Americans. May we live to be worthy of our freedoms
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and always be grateful of remembering that we are the land of the free because of the brave.
I am reminded of the words of the fourth verse of our National Anthem, which says, "Oh,
thus be it ever when free men shall stand between their loved homes and the war's
desolation, blessed with victory and peace, let the heaven rescued land praise the power
that hath made and preserved us a nation." I want each of you to know that your service
and your sacrifice are not forgotten. You are truly an inspiration to all of us. Thank you
again, and may God bless the United States of America. (Applause)

ANNOUNCER: In competition in Colorado Springs a few weeks ago, two youth
champions took top prize in the 30th Junior Air Rifle Championships. Natalie Perrin from
Coopersville, Michigan, claimed the precision champion title with an overall score of
2,481.2 out of a possible 2509. She is a three-time Junior Olympic State Gold Medalist,
member of the U.S. National Junior Team. Please welcome our American Legion 2021
Precision Champion, Natalie Perrin. (Applause)

2021 Junior Shooting Sports Precision Champion
Natalie Perrin, Coopersville, Michigan

Good morning, everyone. I'm Natalie Perrin, the 2021 Precision Air Rifle National
Champion. Words simply cannot express how grateful I am to the American Legion for
hosting this national championship match and for providing a scholarship that will help me
in the future. I have just started my freshman year at West Virginia University studying
public relations and advertising while competing on the school's Division I rifle team.
Because of all your generosity, the remaining costs of my education will be eased.

I also wanted to express my gratitude for the atmosphere that was provided at this
match. I have competed all over the country and even internationally, and the environment
both on and off the range at the 30" National Championships was one that I have never
experienced before. From the kindness of the range officers and staff to the fun activities
they provided, it was truly a match to remember. This was my first time competing in this
championship, and at first, I was skeptical. The summer leading into the first year of college
is a stressful time for anyone, but as an athlete, I have to use this time to mentally and
physically prepare for the season ahead. However, I am so glad that I pushed myself to
compete in this match. For those of you who don't know, three position air rifle events end
once you start college, and I've been competing in this event since I first started shooting
my freshman year of high school, and I could think of no better way to round out my high
school shooting experience than as the 2021 American Legion three position air rifle
national champion.

While all I can say is thank you, I hope you all know how grateful I am to your
amazing organization for giving me this experience. I want to also give a special shout out
to Post 154 from back home in Grand Rapids, Michigan, for supporting me and having
faith in me every step of the way. I hope to make you all proud as I continue my rifle career
and thank you all for your service and dedication to this organization and our country.
Thank you. (Applause)

ANNOUNCER: In the Sporter category, our final Youth Champion is a young shooter
representing Nation Ford MCJROTC Rifle Team in Fort Mill, South Carolina. She finished
the competition with a final aggregate score of 2,316 out of a possible 2,400. Please
welcome our American Legion 2021 Sporter Shooting Champion, Maya Leigh Cameron.

(Applause)
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2021 Junior Shooting Sports Sporter Champion
Maya Leigh Cameron, Fort Hill, South Carolina

Good moming. My name is Maya Cameron. I'm proud to stand before you
representing Nation Ford High School's Marine Corps JROTC program and their rifle
team. Firstly, I'd like to thank my team, my coach, and my family for always supporting
me through thick and thin, putting up with my antics, and allowing me to start shooting in
the first place. I would also like to thank The American Legion, Sons of The American
Legion, the American Legion Auxiliary and Post 34 for giving me the opportunity to
compete at the national level. Words cannot express how much this opportunity has meant
for me.

The competition was definitely a marathon, the likes of which I had never experienced
before and an experience I'll be able to take with me for years to come. If you were to go
back and show my younger middle school self where I would be today, I would not believe
you, not in a million years. To paint a picture for you, in middle school I was a shy, anxious
kid, terrified to speak in front of my class, let alone a crowd of people. That started to
change at the beginning of high school when I joined my high school's Marine Corps
JROTC program, and I saw myself slowly start to change for the better. Subsequently, I
joined the rifle team, and my personal transformation was immense. Everything from the
way I stand and hold myself to even the way I think of myself was shifted. Shy little me
was no more. And this is why I'm so grateful for The American Legion for this opportunity
and the opportunity to compete because it's through opportunities like this that young
people my age are able to grow and become a better person and more productive member
of society.

As I move through my senior year and the next chapter of my life, I'll always be able
to hold the experiences that I've had through The American Legion fondly. As I plan to go
study computer security, I'll be able to use this generous scholarship to be able to afford
my education. I really appreciate this golden opportunity and the lessons it has taught me,
and I look forward to seeing where it will take myself and my peers. Thank you. (Applause)

ANNOUNCER: Ladies and gentlemen, your 2021 American Legion Youth
Champions! (Applause)

Presentation of Spirit of Service Awards
Vice Admiral Yancy Lindsey, Commander
United States Navy Installations Command
Bruce Crandall, Medal of Honor Recipient

ANNOUNCER: Our next awards exemplify the best of military volunteerism. The
American Legion Spirit of Service Awards are given to men and women on active duty for
their contributions to their communities and fellow citizens above and beyond the call of
duty. Assisting National Commander Oxford in presenting the awards is commander of
Navy Installations Command, Vice Admiral Yancy Lindsey, and Medal of Honor recipient
Bruce Crandall. Please rise as the commander leads us in rendering appropriate honors
to Mr. Crandall.

NATIONAL COMMANDER OXFORD: Present arms! Order arms! (Applause)

ANNOUNCER: Our first Spirit of Service Award recipient's impact to the local
community is unmatched. He has garnered over 336 volunteer hours while being stationed
at Fort Bragg. His volunteer efforts helped raise over $38,000 to Fort Bragg families which
impacted over 2,000 area families. Due to his love for military history, he routinely
volunteers as a museum tour guide at the Airborne and Special Operations Museum.
Representing the United States Army, please welcome Spirit of Service Award recipient,
Sergeant Joselito Cabang. (Applause)



8

Proceedings of Tuesday, August 31, 2021

SERGEANT JOSELITO CABANG: Good morning. First, I would like to thank God
for the gift of life, for giving me another day, another chance to become a better individual
and another chance to give. Second, I would like to thank my wife for being here today on
this special day. Thank you for taking care of our kid and dedication to our family and for
your unending support and understanding. (Applause)

I say that because I have spent more time volunteering than with them over the past
year. My wife and kid stayed back in Hawaii when I PCS'd to Fort Bragg, North Carolina,
and I have spent all my free time and weekends volunteering. Lastly, thank you American
Legion. What an honor, privilege, and a great opportunity to be here today to represent the
Army, the 18" Airborne Corps and the 83 Civil Affairs Battalion. Thank you, American
Legion, for your continued selfless service since 1919. You have influenced abundant
social change in America, provided limitless benefits for veterans and their families, and
produced many important programs for the children and youth from providing scholarships
and health care, to providing homes to homeless veterans. American Legion, thank you for
giving more. I am reminded daily that I have been extremely blessed and I will remain a
giver as well. I would like to close with a quote by Harriet Jackson Brown, Jr., "Remember
that the happiest people are not those getting more, but those giving more." Thank you.

(Applause)

ANNOUNCER: Our next American Legion 2021 Spirit of Service Award recipient
exemplifies the Navy's core values of honor, courage, and commitment. Always generating
a spirit of cooperation and camaraderie, he attributes all of his success to family, his
mentors, and his fellow sailors. Please welcome United States Navy Petty Officer Michael
Monahan. (Applause)

PETTY OFFICER SECOND CLASS MICHAEL MONAHAN: Ladies and
gentlemen of The American Legion, esteemed guests, it is an extreme honor to be here
today. I cannot express the ineffable gratitude that I have for this organization and its
national leadership for recognizing not only myself but my shipmates and my fellow
servicemembers, as well as these youth leaders that we spoke with previously. Just thank
you, everybody, so much. It means a lot to me.

I want to recognize my command, Electronic Attack Squadron 138, home of the
Yellow Jackets, Team Rampage. I'm here today because last September my hometown of
Talent, Oregon, in Southern Oregon, was racked by devastating wildfires that many of you
may be familiar with from the news. I was extremely anxious and distraught regarding
these events, and so on a Wednesday, I approached my lead petty officer, AT1 Veazey,
and I told him about my feelings and how I felt I needed to go home to help my community.
I was marched straight upstairs to my Command Master Chief Laird, and he committed to
doing everything in his power to help me achieve my goals. He himself spoke to my Wings
Commodore to route my leave package in two days, and I was able to leave that Friday
after work in an extremely unorthodox and extremely blessed fashion.

So, for the next two weeks, I went home and fought some fires and rebuilt some
properties and donated and orchestrated the dispersal of all sorts of materials and aid and
supplies to those affected in my community, and I was just one of hundreds of people
helping. I know that all together we achieved some great relief.

It makes me happy that The American Legion recognizes first responders and law
enforcement officers as well because every single year our country faces greater and greater
threats from wildfire, and those first responders protect all of us no matter our
circumstances, and they go out there, and that's just their full-time job. My senior chief
called me a hero, and I don't feel like a hero. I just feel like I did what was right for my
community, and I just would like to point out that those firefighters, they make okay money
putting their lives on the line and brutally slaving away for 18 hours a day to protect us
from utter devastation, but to me, they're the real heroes. So, I just want to say thank you
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to all of them and the rest of our first responders. Thank you for your time, everybody.
(Applause)

ANNOUNCER: This year's American Legion Marine Corps Spirit of Service recipient
has demonstrated exceptional professionalism and commitment to education. A graduate
of Valdosta State University, she received her bachelor's degree in journalism and a minor
in women's and gender studies. A green belt in the Marine Corps Martial Arts Program,
Corporal Dunning received her master's degree in communication and plans to pursue a
law degree to work as a lawyer for the Marine Corps. She is a certified yoga instructor
and recently received her yoga certification in Mindful Resilience Training with the
Veterans Yoga Project to help veterans and active-duty military cope with chronic and
post-traumatic stress. Ladies and gentlemen, please welcome Corporal Darla L. Dunning,
United States Marine Corps. (Applause)

CORPORAL DARLA L. DUNNING: Good morning, everyone. This is an incredible
honor to be here today and to receive this award. Volunteering and helping the community
in a collective effort has always been something that I have held in the highest esteem. To
be recognized goes beyond words, and I cannot thank you enough. I believe that it is our
humanitarian duty to serve not only in distant countries but even more so here at home. |
would like to thank everyone that has helped me foster the love for volunteer work, starting
with my mother and father and my leadership at the staff noncommissioned officer
academy. And a thank you to each individual here. Thank you again. (Applause)

ANNOUNCER: Our next Spirit of Service Award recipient is representing the
National Guard. A married father of three children, he has worked as a volunteer for
HEART 9/11, a humanitarian organization that builds schools and shelters for populations
in distress, and Brotherhood of Carpenters and Joiners to help feed the hungry. His short-
term goal is to graduate from Basic Leader Course and become a non-commissioned
officer, and his long-term goal is to become a sergeant major. Representing the National
Guard, please welcome, Private First Class Alejandro Sanchez.

PRIVATE FIRST CLASS ALEJANDRO SANCHEZ: Good morning, American
Legion. I feel both honored and humbled to be here today. I want to thank God for giving
me the strength and determination to pursue my goals. I want to thank my family for
supporting me in all my projects, and I want to thank my command for nominating me for
this award. I also want to thank The American Legion for giving me this extraordinary
honor and for giving me the opportunity to represent the National Guard, the New York
Division, and the Fighting 69. I never thought that I would be standing here 20 years ago
when I came to the United States from Mexico, or when I raised my hand to volunteer and
help the good people of the Bahamas after Hurricane Dorian destroyed their country. I will
always continue to give back to this country that adopted me and I love. Thanks so much.

(Applause)

ANNOUNCER: Our final American Legion Spirit of Service Award recipient made
an impressive habit of giving back to the local community in Illinois. He constructed and
developed the Mustard Seed Jam House where he serves as the music pastor, providing
spiritual growth to 50 at-risk teenagers. Additionally, Staff Sergeant Austin volunteered as
the foster placement assistant manager, helping source foster families for displaced and
stray pets from the local animal shelter. His efforts led to the successful placement of 320
pets in foster homes and prevented the euthanasia of 200 animals. Please give a warm
round of applause to Staff Sergeant Zachariah D. Austin, U.S. Air Force. (Applause)

STAFF SERGEANT ZACHARIAH D. AUSTIN: Good morning, y'all. I'm going to
start this off thanking my wife because, if I forget, I still have to fly home and live with
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her. Thank you to my pregnant wife Brie. You just heard everything I volunteer for.
Everything that I do, she's right there with me, if not leading it, definitely helping.
Secondly, you heard that I work for a church. So, of course, God is always number one,
right. If it wasn't for God, I couldn't even get myself out of bed. The holy spirit is what gets
us going every morning. We can't do this on our own. (4pplause)

This award means a lot to me, but at the end of the day, we're all going to pass away
and go somewhere. It doesn't matter how many awards you won, what you did on Earth.
What matters is your faith in Jesus Christ, and what he calls for us to all do is repent, turn
to him. He bled for all of us. He bled to save every single person in this room, and I just
pray that you all will reflect on that if there's one thing that I take home from this, I hope
that you all reflect on the sacrifice that Christ made for all of us. Thank you. (4pplause)

ANNOUNCER: Ladies and gentlemen, again please show your appreciation to the
2021 American Legion Spirit of Service Award winners. (Applause)

NATIONAL COMMANDER OXFORD: Outstanding young people. Our future is
bright.

Our next speaker has had a truly distinguished Navy career. A native of Phoenix, he
is a 1986 graduate of the University of California at Berkeley. He holds master's degrees
from Marine Corps University and the University of San Diego. He also completed an
executive fellowship at Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy and was designated a Naval
Aviator in December 1987.

He has held a number of sea duty assignments including three deployments to
Antarctica and three deployments to the Arabian Gulf. Ashore, he served on the Joint Staff
at Commander, Naval Air Force, U.S. Pacific Fleet; with the European Command Staff in
Stuttgart, Germany; as chief of staff to Commander, Navy Region Southwest; as executive
assistant to the Assistant Secretary of the Navy for Energy, Installations and Environment
and in commander of Naval Base Coronado.

As a flag officer, he was the 89th commandant of Naval District Washington;
commander, Navy Region Southwest; and commander, Navy Region Europe, Africa,
Central. He has been serving as the commander of Navy Installations Command since May
29, 2020. Ladies and gentlemen, Vice Admiral Yancy Lindsey. (Applause)

Address: Vice Admiral Yancy Lindsey, Commander
Navy Installations Command

Thanks so much. Man, you did a good job with that. All that to say I've probably been
in the Navy way too long. That's probably what that says. Now, if I fidget with my uniform
a little, please give me a break. I don't wear this uniform very often, at least not lately, and
I don't know about you all, but the pandemic has not been very kind to my waistline. Let's
just put it this way. I've permanently retired my skinny jeans. I will not be wearing those
anymore. But, wow, what an honor to share the stage with such an amazing group of young
people. In fact, as a Navy pilot, I feel like, after I heard them speak and saw how polished
they are, I feel like I lowered the average IQ of the folks up here on the platform
significantly. I'll try to struggle through with my remarks. It will not be as polished and as
sharp and as poised as they were. If you don't know that the future of our country is in good
hands, then you missed about the last 20 or 30 minutes here. That is remarkable. Both in
uniform and the young ones that are coming up.

I'm in my hometown for an executive engagement visit. The Navy does this
periodically, sends senior Navy leaders to cities and communities that don't have a large
Navy presence. Last time I checked, there was no oceanfront property in Arizona and no
ships parked out here along Salt River, but it's a great opportunity to come out and mix it
with leaders of academia, leaders of our government, and of business, and just talk about
the Navy, what the Navy's doing, why the Navy's important, and just share the opportunity
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to engage in those types of conversations. I'm fortunate that it can coincide with The
American Legion National Convention because what a pleasure to be surrounded by
amazingly patriotic Americans. Can I come back next year? Is that good? Man, I'll tell you
what, this is amazing. (4pplause)

Now, we heard from California. (Cheers) I'm from Phoenix, Arizona, but I've
probably lived more of my life in that state. But we haven't heard from Arizona, and they're
our hosts. Any Phoenicians or Arizonans. (Cheers) Okay, good. There for a minute I
thought maybe I went to sleep last night and woke up in a different state. Good, glad you're
all here. It's also amazing to share the stage with one of our nation's true heroes in Colonel
Bruce Crandall. Oh, my gosh, the opportunity to just shake the hand of a Medal of Honor
recipient is a life experience. (Applause)

Sir, you do us proud, and it's an honor just to be on the stage with you. I made a little
joke of the pandemic, but I think it's important that we remember it's been a very tragic
experience and it's a serious disease. I don't want us to lose track of that. I think our
military's done pretty good through this pandemic. In fact, I'm pretty proud of our Navy.
Your armed forces, really all the armed forces have continued to operate. They've
continued to deploy. They've continued to take our nation's business and do its bidding
literally around the world in the face of a very challenging pandemic. I don't want to make
light of it and make jokes of it because it is a serious disease, but I do want to say that I'm
really proud of our Navy and what we've been able to do.

In fact, as we sit here in this beautiful auditorium, nice cool auditorium, our Navy is
deployed. Over 86 ships of our 296 ships are currently under way. Three carrier strike
groups, the George H.W. Bush is off the East Coast, USS Carl Vinson is off the West
Coast, and USS Ronald Reagan is in the U.S. Central Command area of operations, was
supporting what was happening in Afghanistan and then taking care of other business there.
We have two amphibious readiness groups, the Iwo Jima is there where the Ronald Reagan
is in Central Command, and the Essex is off the West Coast training. With 86 ships
underway, and that's out of a total force of 296 ships, that's about the same number we
would have under way at any point in time when we were a 600-ship Navy. That just tells
you how busy your Navy is, where it is, and what it's doing.

Now, 35 years ago, when I joined the Navy, I was just a knucklehead college student,
not really knowing what I wanted to do, and military service was the farthest thing from
my mind, but I was fortunate in that I had some folks that advised me, hey, if you just go
right down here, Monroe Street School building is literally right around the corner there. I
went down to the basement, and it was a military entrance processing station, took some
tests, and they said, "Hey, you passed. You can go fly airplanes in the Navy." I went,
"Really, you're going to let me do that." I'll tell you what, what an adventure it's been. 35
years now, and I'm not looking back. In fact, I tell a lot of people, I got married along the
way, as most of us do. I tell people that I think my wife enjoys the Navy more than I do,
and I think that's probably why I stayed in 35 years. But what an adventure it's been, the
places I've gone, the things I've seen, the good I've done of those that I've helped literally
around the world. But more importantly, what I've been able to represent, what I've been
able to stand for as an American wearing this uniform to those literally around the world.

Now, don't let what you see on television and in the media, and I don't think you do,
this crowd doesn't, let it influence your judgment on what's happening or the importance
of those who wear our uniform and the importance of their mission. I'm going to talk about
Afghanistan in a little bit. It's been in the news. I know many of you served there or you
have a relative or a friend or a colleague who served there. Don't judge Afghanistan by
what you've seen in the news and on television for the last couple weeks. Judge it by the
work that's been done over the last 20 years. (4pplause)

One day, one week, one month does not change the amazing difference we made in
that country in the hearts of literally millions of people that otherwise would not have
known what America is and what America stands for. Judge it by the lives we've changed,
the freedoms we've protected, and the liberties that the Afghanistan people have enjoyed
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over those 20 years. Judge it by the millions who had the opportunity to live free. Judge it
by the hundreds of thousands that are now leaving that country in search of what they had
a taste of over the last 20 years. Yeah, they're running from something, but they're also
running to something, something we represent, something you represented, something we
represent as Americans. Let's not forget that. Let's judge them by parents who will hand
their infant child over a barbed wire wall to complete strangers. What parents do that? I'll
tell you who it is, it's parents that know and trust and believe in what those people wearing
a uniform are standing for and why they're there. (4pplause)

And I say all that because those of you that served in our uniform, you made a
difference, and the people that were there in uniform on the ground in Kabul for the last
two weeks made a difference. We made a difference. (4pplause)

Those 13 fallen servicemembers who last Sunday came back to U.S. soil at Dover Air
Force Base made a difference. (4dpplause)

That's how we'll honor their service. You honor them, American Legion, when you
support them and their families, when you lift them up, and when you come alongside them
to help them and to support them. American Legion's support and advocacy gives meaning
to our service. We stand on your shoulders. Those who went before us created a military
that we now get to enjoy. We have a country that supports us in every way, shape, or form,
that honors us, that respects what we do, those of us in uniform, and it's because of what
you did and the service that you contributed, and it's what you do now after your service in
communities across our nation and literally around the world. Let's never forget that we
had the privilege to wear this uniform and to represent our country and never forget the
privilege of serving this amazing nation we get to call home. God bless our Navy and God
bless these United States of America. Thank you, American Legion. Appreciate it. Thanks
for the opportunity to be here. It's an honor. (4dpplause)

...The Convention viewed a video. (Applause)

NATIONAL COMMANDER OXFORD: Ladies and gentlemen, a life member of
American Legion Post 166 in Tumwater, Washington, our next speaker earned the Medal
of Honor for his amazing bravery and valor during the Battle of Ia Drang. The battle, which
was later famously portrayed in the Mel Gibson film, "We Were Soldiers," occurred in
November 1965 and was the first major division operation of the Vietnam War. A pilot
with Company A, 229" Assault Helicopter Battalion, 1% Cavalry Division, our
distinguished guest flew his unarmed UH1 Huey for 22 missions into enemy fire,
evacuating more than 70 wounded and bringing vital ammunition and supplies to U.S.
forces during the intense battle.

"Major Crandall's voluntary decision to land under the most extreme fire instilled in
the other pilots the will and spirit to continue to land their own aircraft, and in the ground
forces the realization that they would be resupplied and friendly wounded would be
promptly evacuated. This greatly enhanced morale and the will to fight at a critical time,"
his Medal of Honor citation states. Our guest continued to serve his country and retired
from the Army as a colonel in 1977. Ladies and gentlemen, please welcome a true
American hero, Colonel Bruce Crandall. (4pplause)

Address: Colonel Bruce Crandall
Medal of Honor Recipient

Thank you. Thank you. My mother-in-law didn't think so highly. I was a very lucky
man in my career, and before it. I proposed to my wife when she was 16 and I was 19. She
said yes. And I held her to it. We got married when she was 23. And she gave me three
sons. They were all Eagle Scouts. And I learned the most important lesson I learned in the
military after we were married, and that was to say, "Yes, dear." I never said, "Yes, dear"
to a general. I thought about it to an admiral. (Laughter)
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I'm only kidding. I had the only unit in the United States Army that was carrier
qualified. My unit went down to the Dominican Republic and there was a carrier, the
Guanm, sitting out there. I was occupying a brewery on the land, and I thought maybe some
trades could be made. And that's what we did. I would land on the carrier with some
beverages in the hold of the helicopter, and one of their men would come out and put steaks
on the other side. So, we were eating well, and they were drinking well.

I was married to my wife for 54 years. We had 53 homes. Our youngest son is sitting
down here. He was born in Costa Rica. And we, my wife and I traveled all over the world
doing Army things and flying helicopters and airplanes. I had one bad experience in
Vietnam, my first tour. I had a helicopter come up missing and it was missing for 45 years.
We finally, the group from Hawaii found it. And in my opinion, I wish it hadn't. There was
a divorce caused in the family. The baby that was three months old was now 45 and three
months. And it brought back a lot of pain, not just to the family but to all of us who served
with them. They were outstanding young men, great aviators. And that's pretty hard to be
sometimes.

When I went back to Vietnam, after I had been home 12 months and 12 days, I went
back to the 1% Cav again, and that's what the lid is about. I was very upset to find out I
couldn't command the unit that I had been in before because they were brand new units in
the Army and they all started with a two. At the same time, we had Caribous and Mohawks
that we had agreed with the Air Force when they went from the Army Air Corps to being
in the Air Force, that we would not get into larger aircraft. They took those away from us
in Vietnam. That was not very pleasing to most of us. Most of us were trained by the Air
Force, Gary Air Force base in San Marcos, Texas. So, we all supported there being an Air
Force. We had some crummy jobs that we wanted them to take. And they did it. We didn't
even have to ask them. (Laughter)

When I came back to the Cav, I was going to command the 1 and 9" Cav, which has
its own infantry, its own armor, its own gunships. I was supporting a unit in the 1% and the
9t and the U.S. Air Force dropped two bombs on my helicopter while I was in flight. So,
I've been a little bit cautious about bad mouthing them. (Laughter)

I moved just recently. Anyhow, I became victim of friendly fire. When I woke up, 1
was in the Philippines, and I spent a couple of months there. Then I went to Japan and I
came home to Fort Lewis, Madigan. I spent seven months there. I have 13 vertebrae wired
together. I don't get any messages from the WRM. I am very old. I recognize it and I have
apologized to the Air Force for anything I said or did that offended them. I didn't mean it.
(Laughter)

If you see the dog behind me, his name is Huey. He's a service dog. He's been in the
White House three times with three different presidents. One of them said it's the best
looking dog that's ever been in the White House. And I said, does that include you. And he
didn't think that was funny. (Laughter)

This little dog is my best friend. And he goes everywhere with me. He's a service dog.
He answers doorbells, cell phones, firearms, smoke alarms. He warned me when my
mother-in-law was at the door. (Laughter)

My wife understood that the relationship that I had with her mother. I've taught the
dog, if I say "Agnes," he goes and gets into his carrying case. You knew who Agnes was.
My wife was very good about forgiving me for all of my sins before I did them. And I did
them. So, when we had the boys, when we traveled around the world, one of the
organizations that I saw was your group. I am very proud of all of you. I'm happy to see
the young folks that you honored. They're outstanding. I congratulate them. (4dpplause)

I have spent a month in Afghanistan. I went in just to be with the troops. And actually
I wanted to fire that damn Apache helicopter. I never had that opportunity. If you go down
a highway here 20 miles, you'll see the helicopters being built. My first job there was in
public works management, and I brought in the Apache helicopter out of California. It was
being built by Hughes Aircraft. We wanted to have 40 percent of their workforce come in
and 80 percent tried to. The city of Mesa, in its wisdom, got them back down to around 40
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percent. But that helicopter's been built there since 1980. It has had $3 billion worth of
economic impact on the local area. So, it's not only the best combat helicopter in the
service, it's doing damn well at home, too. (4pplause)

I just moved back to the state of Arizona from the great state of Washington. And it
rains there more than it shines here. But we had 19 days in a row that didn't get below 90
degrees at night when I left here the first time. So, I'm watching carefully and looking to
the heat. I want to thank all of you for honoring the young folks and the military. It's great,
and it's something we need to continue doing. And outfits like you carry the ball. So, thank
you very much. I appreciate everything you do. (4pplause)

NATIONAL COMMANDER OXFORD: Colonel Crandall, don't leave yet. I know
you are a life member of The American Legion Department of Washington. We would like
to present you with a medallion and diamond lapel pin and say to you, we are extremely
happy to serve with you in The American Legion. We're glad to be on your team and happy
to have you on our team. (Applause) ...The Convention viewed a video.

NATIONAL COMMANDER OXFORD: Ladies and gentlemen, the woman elected
in Indianapolis to lead the nation's largest veterans auxiliary organization is eligible for
membership in the Auxiliary through the service of her grandfather, World War II Navy
veteran Roger Schroder. She proudly served as national president for two years and brought
a wealth of experience to our American Legion Family. She holds a master's degree in
nursing administration and has been a president and CEO of a hospital. She is a member
of ALA Unit 127 in Gladbrook, Iowa. Please give a warm welcome to the national
president of the American Legion Auxiliary, Nicole Clapp. (dpplause)

Greetings: Nicole Clapp, Iowa
National President, American Legion Auxiliary

Good morning. Please be seated. It is a pleasure to be with you in person. We are

here. We have been waiting for this for two whole years. I have to tell you, growing up 1
loved cartoons. And I still like to pick up a newspaper when I get a chance. My favorite
cartoons were Family Circus and Dennis the Menace. I hope you laugh, too, because that's
why I enjoy them. It's out of the mouths of babes and they give you a fresh start to your
day.

Well, two years ago, in July, which seems like a long time ago now, back in 2019, on
the 4 of July, I was preparing my installation speech to become national president. And I
picked up the newspaper as I try to do and there was Family Circus. They were all sitting
on a hill watching fireworks. And Billy, the oldest, tugged on his dad's shirt and the caption
is "Dad, can't we just DVR these fireworks so that we can have them into perpetuity." Well,
for me I know I've met the majority of you and I know there are some I haven't met. So,
we'll have my national president pin still available for anyone who would like them because
that's the story of the fireworks and the reason I'm standing here today.

Because of the poppy, when I was four years old, I saw people distributing the poppy
in my small town of Gladbrook, in the state of Iowa, and I didn't know what it meant. I
didn't even know it wasn't real. I just knew that it brought smiles to people's faces, and I
wanted to be a part of that. So, I went up to my mom and I said, "Mom, can I do that?" I
don't know about you, but I know when mom said it was okay, it's okay. And we found at
that point that not only was I eligible to be a member of The American Legion Auxiliary,
my mom, my aunt, my cousins, and I don't know about you, but in Gladbrook, Iowa if you
make goal that year, it's a pretty big deal. So, Gladbrook did make goal for that year to
honor my grandpa, Roger Schroeder, who served in the United States Navy during World
War II.

Now, as I look back on that poppy experience, that is the poppy fields also that
represent World War I. The reason our organizations exist. For the Legion to be celebrating
102 years, and for us as the Auxiliary, just a mere nine months later, at 101 years. So, for
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me celebrating a century of service has been our theme, because how many organizations
do you know have a legacy to last 100 years, let alone to get to celebrate your 100" birthday
for two whole years straight? So, I have told everyone we have been celebrating since the
pandemic started all the way to Phoenix. And we are here now, and we are celebrating.

So, roll the calendar ahead two years. It's 4™ of July once again. And I pick up the
newspaper. And on the big spread is the Family Circus once again. Same basic picture.
Family sitting on a hill watching fireworks. And Billy's tugging on his dad's shirt once
again. And he said, "Dad, this was sure worth the year-long wait." And that's what we have
now, is the National Convention here in Phoenix. Yes, sometimes I wanted to say
Louisville this week, but we know Phoenix is our home for this wonderful convention. And
again, we have so much to be proud of. When you talk about the military way of adapt and
overcome, I think the American Legion Family has exemplified that better than ever in the
pandemic.

Having the pandemic the first couple of weeks you kind of felt it was like Ground
Hog Day. The same thing was happening day after day after day. Bill and I finally got
home from New Jersey, because we were there when the pandemic closed the world down.
And if you've ever seen the "Groundhog Day" movie, it's where the same thing does happen
day after day after day. And you're not sure why. But I knew the light at the end of the
tunnel would be coming, and each day it's gotten brighter and brighter. And I have to say
the Phoenix sun is as bright as I've ever seen.

So, as we move forward, I spent that time looking at some history. President Abe
Lincoln made the comment that, "We live in the midst of alarms. Anxiety clouds the future.
We expect some disaster with each newspaper we read." And I think if we all take a step
back, that's probably how we were feeling at the beginning of March of '20 and continuing
on through the pandemic. But he also said, "Common looking people are the best in the
world. And that's the reason the Lord made so many of them." I equate that to the American
Legion Family, approximately 3 million strong. It has been an honor and a privilege to
represent The American Legion Auxiliary's 600,000 members. Not only for one year. I
don't mind having an asterisk by my name that gives us a two-year term.

As 1 look back at being raised in this organization, as I mentioned since the age of
four, the opportunities that The American Legion has afforded me, be it oratorical contests
and looking to the future and with the American Legion Auxiliary, and having the
opportunity of a lifetime to have a second asterisk by my name to be the only national
junior president at the sweet age of 16 with Past National Commander Jake Comer at my
side, to 32 years later to be able to stand here today and to look out in the front row of the
audience and I see my first commander. I love you, Jake. Thank you.

So, as we look to where we're going in the future, we've got a lot of work to do. And,
Legion, we need your help. Commander Bill and I did a public service announcement,
about 4,600 posts across the country that don't have an Auxiliary unit. So, if we think back
to all the hard work we have done in the pandemic and all the creative ways, I think my
favorite is when I see the commercial of the little girl playing tic-tac-toe on the window of
the nursing home on the other side of the window into a residence. All the birthday parades,
all the drive-byes, the blood drives, anything we did out of the norm. But it showed we are
resilient. But we need you. If we had those 4,600 Auxiliary units right by your side, just
think how much lighter the work could have been and much more we could have done. So,
I would challenge you, when you go back home, in your departments, to consider why
don't we have an Auxiliary unit. I wouldn't be standing here today if it wasn't because of
my grandpa and the poppy. But more importantly, the question was, nobody asked my
mom if she could join. Or me. And in a town of 900, everybody knows everybody's
business, as we all know. So, it took my mom's effort to go ask and her initiative to make
me a member. Shame on my personal little unit. They should have known. Because now
we have over 265 Auxiliary members in a town of 900. (dpplause)

Thank you. Now, I would be Pinocchio, though, if I told you they're all active or they
all live in Gladbrook, because if they did when you came to homecoming at Gladbrook you
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would probably see a McDonald's and a stoplight. We don't have any of those. But of those
265, we have 58 future leaders as junior Auxiliary members. So please continue to culture
our future because once again that is what it has meant to me as an Auxiliary member. It
has been a privilege to serve with Commander Bill and Commander Clint. If we didn't have
collective resolve, we wouldn't be standing here at the end of a calendar that I used to think
had 12 months in it. But now it obviously has 24. So, commander, if you'll please come to
the podium, please, I have a presentation for you. Good morning. On behalf of the
American Legion Auxiliary, I would like to present you, on behalf of The American Legion
Veterans & Children Foundation, a check for $10,000. (4pplause)
Thank you, everyone. It's been an honor and a privilege to serve. (Applause)

NATIONAL COMMANDER OXFORD: Ladies and gentlemen, our next guest is a
professor of politics and history. He's the author of three books. He's on the board of
directors at the Heritage Foundation, the Claremont Institute, and the Philadelphia Society.
He served on the U.S. Army War College Board of Visitors or two years, for which he
earned the Department of the Army's Outstanding Civilian Service Medal. He currently
serves as president of Hillsdale College. He's an alumni of American Legion Baseball and
American Legion Boys State. Please welcome Larry Amn. (4dpplause)

Address: Larry P. Arnn, President
Hillsdale College

Good morning. I'm very honored to be with you because I'm in your debt. If I had
been a better American Legion baseball player, I would have been a Major Leaguer because
it was my first love and I then would be ignorant as sin today, but more glorious. And I
love Boys State. I had nothing but fun there. The Legion is a thing in my life. And I'm
grateful to you.

I'm asked to say, how do you support and defend the Constitution of the United States,
which you take an oath to do. I think the oath is the key to understanding that. It's an
interesting thing about oaths, isn't it? If you swear something, you have to internalize it.
And you become responsible. And it doesn't matter what you're told to do then. You have
an oath. And the oath that you have taken to join the service and to join The American
Legion, you agree first to support and defend the Constitution before you agree to obey
anybody. And the ultimate person that the military obeys also takes an oath that requires
him to support and defend the Constitution. The Constitution is then a thing that exists
outside our will, but we enroll our will in the support of it. And that means, by the way, the
Army is in potential every American citizen. And that is the most powerful thing on earth.

The Constitution is full of oaths. The one for the president is stated verbatim, but it
also says the minor, the legislators and other officers, have to take an oath. I took an oath.
I was a member of the 1776 Commission appointed by President Trump. And that's the
first time I took that oath. I didn't have to take it to be on the Board of the Army War
College for some reason. And that makes me a commissioned officer of the United States.
And that means I have to be good, the best I can.

Now, oaths are an alternative to rules. When I came to Hillsdale College, we had 130
pages of student rules. That was handy, I think, to the people who ran the college, because
rules were complicated and the kids never really quite knew what they meant and there
was always one for every situation. On the other hand, what part did the students have in
the management of the college? College means partnership. That's what the word means.
It's not a place where people go to be at odds with each other. They cooperate to find the
truth. So, we have reduced that to 17 rules. Not pages of rules, rules. But those 17 rules, I
can't remember what they are. Most of us can't because the rule that matters is in the honor
code. We have an honor code, revived from the 19% century. And we started demanding
the students swear to this honor code as a condition of entry to the college. And once we
started doing that, it was a very good college when I came there, but it turns out that about
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25 percent of our freshmen left the college and didn't come back. And that's a good number.
The national number in colleges is 40 percent. I have this favorite sport of eating in the
dining hall with the students. And I found out all about them and what made them mad.
And it took time to figure it out. But it could be summarized in the expression, "Nobody
told me. Nobody told me I would have to do this."

So, we tell them, here's this thing. You should equate yourself to the way the college
works and what it requires, because you're going to have to promise to uphold that. Last
year one percent of our freshmen went away. That means four kids. And they all had
sickness, or they wouldn't have gone.

Why is the American Army so formidable? Do you know the story of Demaratus the
defecting Spartan king who was in the court of Xerxes just before the Battle of
Thermopylae? And the defecting Spartan king, there are two kings always in Sparta, and
one of them always fights in the line with the leading soldiers. That's why they had two.
And this one took off. So, Xerxes says to him, this is in Herodotus, the first history book
ever written, he said, I don't understand the line. I don't understand the structure of this
Greek hoplite army. Where are the people in the rear to whip them into battle? Demaratus
said, well, we don't have those. And Xerxes laughed, he laughed a lot, by the way, it's
recorded in Herodotus. A few days later he stopped laughing because the vaunted
immortals of the Persians were people forced into battle and the Greeks were not. Isn't that
something?

The story of how we broke out beyond the hedgerows in Normandy in 1944. Nobody
knew what those were like. The aerial photographs just made them look like big
hedgerows, and what you couldn't see was that they weaved back. They swooped back over
the road. And so, they're going to try to go across country now. And they run up the
hedgerows and the tanks rise up. And then the Germans shoot the tanks in the belly and
attack from both other sides of the hedgerows. And we just couldn't move. It's a wonderful
story how that problem got solved. One key thing was a boy who was a farmer's son from
Nebraska, he figured out to weld a prong on the front of the tank. And then it would
penetrate the hedgerows and wouldn't rear up. Others figured out the order that the infantry
should be organized so they could meet the German attacks from the side. And all of this
got to General Eisenhower days after it was being implemented successfully. They were
thinking soldiers. They had lived in America. In America they had learned that you
compete with people all the time, but much more than compete with them, you cooperate.

It's a wonderful lesson from classical philosophy that war is the greatest conflict in
human affairs. It's also the greatest scene of cooperation, which is why all of you are sitting
in this room today because you value that friendship and that cooperation with brothers
and sisters. Our military is built around that. That's because our country is built around that.
Now, the country is changing. It's controversial to say it, but I think that some of the fruits
of the change are visible in Afghanistan this week. But how is it changing?

Well, rules proliferate. Nobody can read them. The Congress of the United States,
every year it's been in session since 1792, has passed in the average year somewhere
between 250 and 400 laws. It still does. Last year, that's what it did. In that range, right?
The procedures are the same. Takes a lot of time. There's a lot of argument. A whole lot of
people have to agree. But somehow now 70 or 80,000 pages get added to the Federal
Register every year. That's reams and reams of laws, right?

The Homestead Act, which is one of the two greatest pieces of legislation in human
history, the other one is the Northwest Ordinance. The Homestead Act in 1862, signed by
Abraham Lincoln gave away 10 percent of the land area of the United States to about two
and a half million people who got the land if they just would agree to live on it and work it
for a time, five years. Now, do you know how long the Homestead Act is? It's 1,500 words
long. The Northwest Ordinance, which set up the first time a free government could grow,
Michigan, where I live, is in the Northwest Territory, and which also, by the way, came to
the Union as a gift from Virginia, which claimed the land, those five states up there in the
Northwest Territory. And the condition that Virginia, and Virginia is acting under the
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guidance of Thomas Jefferson, and Virginia is a slave state. And Thomas Jefferson was a
slave holder. But the condition they placed on the gift is there must never be slavery in this
territory. People forget that Thomas Jefferson was responsible for one of the first, one of
the greatest acts of liberation in human history. And what did they do with the land? Except
as fast as they could, they sold it into private hands to get money to pay off the
Revolutionary War debt. By 1862, by the time of the Homestead Act, those debts were all
paid. So, they gave the land away. Because the purpose of the country was for us to live
independent lives.

Now, the Constitution of the United States has two things to do, and they live in
delicate balance. One is it builds a strong, powerful central government. Powerful enough
to reach out its hands around the world and afflict our enemies. Powerful enough to keep
order in our country when order is threatened. But it also divides and distributes power and
also locates power in the people who are the source of all power. And that delicate balance
has to be maintained somehow. And the ultimate people to maintain it, and here I assert to
you, there's no leading founder of our country, and remember, those were very
sophisticated people who did not think that the ultimate protection of our land was ordinary
folk like everybody in this room today. I grew up in Pocohonas, Arkansas. First time I went
to a big city, Little Rock, which I now know is not a big city, that was for Boys State. And
look at all of us. Who are we, a bunch of dukes and earls? You can't decentralize power
except to people who are acting on their honor, people who have taken an oath. Because
that internalizes the command. Now it's your command. You can be responsible for it. Last
night at Hillsdale College I gave the first of two capstone lectures to our graduating seniors.
And Hillsdale College is just rolling right now. And it just has the massive advantage over
the others that it isn't crazy.

And these seniors, I love them. I know most of them. We all know each other. It's not
a very big place. And it was just a golden thing because the subject of the talk was how do
you build your character? And Aristotle describes how that works. It's a beautiful process
of making difficult choices. Difficult choices are the ones where you have to give up
something good for the sake of something better. Or suffer some pain to avoid some worse
pain. Suffer some death to avoid some shame. How do you learn to do that? And the answer
is, everybody. It's the key doctrine of human nature in the classic authors and in the
Declaration of Independence. Everybody hears the voice of the good. And when you make
a choice, you can hear that voice.

I spent a week with Pat Brady, who's the head of the Medal of Honor Society, and I
can report to you I know him very well by now. He won his Medal of Honor for helicopter
flying in Vietnam. Another one was won in Vietnam by our previous speaker. And I can
tell you that he's a rogue, and it's fun to drink a beer with him. But talk to him about honor.
And the point is, he lived for it. He loved very greatly. And he went above and beyond the
call of duty, else there would be nothing but defeat littering the military record of American
history. The first step in studying and understanding the Constitution is that it is meant to
empower as well as protect us. We are responsible for it. I urge you to learn everything you
can about it, which I know you do because I went to Boys State. Thank you. (4pplause)

...The Convention viewed a video. (Applause)

Fireside Chat With Ganassi Racing

NATIONAL COMMANDER OXFORD: Ladies and gentlemen, as you know,
veterans deserve the best. The American Legion deserves the best. We are fortunate to have
a racing team that represents the best in the popular NTT DATA IndyCar Series. Team
owner Chip Ganassi is himself a former racer and a member of the Motorsports Hall of
Fame of America. He is the only team owner in history to have won the Indianapolis 500,
the Daytona 500, the Brickyard 400, the Rolex 24 at Daytona, the 12 hours of Sebring and
the 24 Hours of Le Mans. Ganassi Teams have won 13 IndyCar Championships and is the
reigning 2020 Champion with driver Scott Dixon.
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Driving The American Legion No. 48 Honda in many of the races this season is a man
who is a racing Legend. Jimmie Johnson is a seven-time NASCAR Cup Champion. He
shares with Richard Petty and Dale Earnhardt for most Cup Series Championships of all
time.

Our other driver, Tony Kanaan, is the 2004 IndyCar Series Champ. He won the 2013
Indianapolis 500 and, in 2015, won the 24 Hours of Daytona for Chip Ganassi Racing. He
led the No. 48 car to an impressive 10th-place finish in the 2021 Indianapolis 500.

We are fortunate to have this trio with us today for a fireside chat. Moderating their
discussion is John Olguin. John is the senior vice president of marketing and
communications for the Ganassi Racing team. Prior to joining Ganassi, John was with the
Los Angeles Dodgers public relations department for 15 years. Ladies and gentlemen let's
welcome The American Legion No. 48 race team Chip Ganassi, Jimmy Johnson, Tony
Kanaan and moderator John Olguin. (dpplause)

JOHN OLGUIN: All right. Chip, let's start this off. So, you have been in the sport for
over 40 years. All right. How about talk a little bit about how the 1963 Indianapolis 500
and an eight-millimeter film transported you into this 40-year history in racing.

CHIP GANASSI: Thank you, John. If you all have about 45 minutes, you can sit down
now, and I'll get into the story. No, I'll give you the short version. As John said, in 1963 1
was five years old, and my father went to the Indianapolis Motor Speedway. He was in
Indianapolis on a business trip. He went over to the Indianapolis Speedway to take a tour.
He came back with an eight-millimeter film of the 1963 race. And he brought it home. I
was all of five years old. And we had one of those little Bell & Howell cameras, you used
to feed the film through the eight-millimeter projector. And I must have watched the 1963
Indy 500 at least a thousand times. And it was won by a guy named Parnelli Jones. You
might remember that name. Famous race driver, still around today. And so, I saw Parnelli
win in 1963, like I said, at least a thousand times, and I was hooked on racing. I wanted to
go racing.

Somehow by the time I was in my teens I was racing cars in my late teens. And lo and
behold I was a rookie in Indianapolis in 1982. And I was all of 23 years old at that time.
And Parnelli Jones actually signed off on my rookie orientation as a rookie at Indy you've
heard about. You had to get four veteran drivers to sign off on your license. And Parnelli
was one the signatory people. And I became friends with Parnelli. Here I was five years
old. I watch him win the Indy 500 on the film. I meet him when I'm 18 years old. We
become friends, so much so that about five years ago his son lives here, just north of North
Scottsdale and I had my Thanksgiving dinner with him I think when I was 55 years old.
So, it's something that transcended from when I was five years old to when I was 55. To
this day, Parnelli and I are still friends. And it all started with this eight-millimeter film
when I was five years old. And I was hooked on IndyCar racing ever since then.

JOHN OLGUIN: That's pretty interesting, Chip. The second thing I wanted to follow
up with is I know you've had a ton of accolades. They read through a bunch of them. But
it's also about relationships. And you've had a ton of relationships that you've created over
the years. One of which was with the late Paul Newman. You want to talk about the last
conversation that you had with Paul Newman and what that meant to you.

CHIP GANASSI: Well, I was very fortunate to befriend Paul Newman when he was
involved in the sport for many years as a co-owner of Newman/Haas Racing. We were
fierce competitors Friday, Saturday and Sunday. But Monday through Friday we became
great friends. So much so he came to my wedding and it extended my mother and my
mother-in-law's life, I think extended them 10 years just meeting old blue eyes. You ladies
know what I'm talking about. But anyway, I think what John's talking about is when
someone passes, we always remember the last thing that we said to them. I always
remember the last thing I said, gee, that guy passed away and the last thing I talked to him
about was such and such. I always remember the last thing.

It was in 2008, we had won the Indy 500 with Scott Dixon. And none of us had seen
Paul at the racetrack for many months. And so, after we win the race, you take a ride around
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the track with a pace car and wave to the fans with the winner and the driver and the team
owner. And I saw Paul in the pit lane, he sort of stuck his hand up, you could tell he was
very ill. But he was there, and I gave him a high-five as I went by. And I hadn't seen him
in months.

The following week we go from Indianapolis to Milwaukee. And Milwaukee is the
next race. And on Sunday morning, one of his handlers came over and said Paul's over in
the bus. He wants to talk to you. So, I go over to his motor home. And just he and I talking.
And I remember, it was one of those conversations, it was one of the first times this had
happened to me. I remember because about ten minutes into a 20-minute conversation, I
realize why I'm there. I'm there because it's the last conversation we're going to have. And
he knew it. And suddenly I knew it. And we're sort of reminiscing about a lot of things that
we had done together and the fun we'd had. I have to tell you there's some colorful language
here coming up. So, bear with me, please.

We're having just a great conversation that two friends have. And one of his women
handlers come in, stuck her head in the bus, and said, they just said, gentlemen start your
engines; you need to get out there. We're going to miss the race. In those days I was calling
the race. So, I stood up, okay, I was a little uncomfortable, like what do you say to
somebody when you know it's your last conversation you're having. And I just said, hey,
man, we've had a great time together, peace be with you. And he said, yeah, you, too. We've
had a great time. I said thanks. I go up to the front of the bus and I walk out. And I look
back and I said, "Hey, you never congratulated me for winning the Indy 500 last week."
He said, "I know. Screw you!"

And that's the last thing that Paul Newman ever said to me. I could tell you it wasn't
exactly screw you, you can interpolate what he really said. (Laughter)

JOHN OLGUIN: That's great, Chip. Jimmie, lots of accolades as well. Championships
and on and on. 84-odd wins in NASCAR. But you've kind of taken on a new endeavor here
in IndyCar. How did that conversation in your head go, conversation with Chip, to decide
to do this?

JIMMIE JOHNSON: You know, I've always dreamed of being an IndyCar driver.
That was really the original dream growing up for me. I grew up in Southern California.
For my generation of racing, NASCAR wasn't mainstream as it is today. Opportunities that
I had really led me in that direction. But my sponsor at the time, Chevrolet, was pulling out
of IndyCar, and said, if | wanted a future in motorsports, NASCAR is what I needed to
look at. So, I followed that and pursued it. And it was wonderful and great. But all along
I've kept a very close eye on IndyCar. Many friends in the IndyCar paddock, three of them
sitting here today, many drivers, other team owners. And I've just always had a watchful
eye on the sport. And I've even mentioned a few things to Chip in passing over the past 10
years or so. Last spring, I guess, that conversation got a little more serious. And Chip said,
man, if you want to come drive a car, come on we'll do it. We'll throw you in an IndyCar
and give it a try. And driving the car was even better than I could have expected and really
got me excited to make the switch and to give IndyCar a shot.

JOHN OLGUIN: So, has the process been what you expected, harder, easier? Where
does it all sit with you at this point?

JIMMIE JOHNSON: I'm going to go with harder for sure. You think that driving the
car with four wheels would be the same if it was a NASCAR vehicle or an IndyCar vehicle
but they're much different. I'm closing the gap and getting much more comfortable in
understanding the car, but each week I find myself on a new track. In addition to learning
the car I'm also learning the new tracks. And just really enjoying it, though. Trying to get
my goals in the right spot. I'm surrounded by amazing people at Chip Ganassi Racing.
Closing that gap to the leaders and becoming more competitive each weekend.

CHIP GANASSI: Let me interrupt you, John, and I don't mean to do this Jimmie, put
you on the spot, but you said something interesting to me yesterday and you repeated it to
me this morning when we were walking in, I'd like you to tell the ladies and gentlemen,
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the audience, it was a threshold moment in a race driver's career. Do you know what I'm
talking about?

JIMMIE JOHNSON: Oh, yes.

CHIP GANASSI: This is a great story as a race driver. I want you to hear this from
somebody that's a multi-time champion, a superstar of the sport, you've got to hear what
he has to say here.

JIMMIE JOHNSON: Chip was kind enough to help me experience something for the
first time, again. One was IndyCar last July and we know where I am today. And two was
yesterday I had my first opportunity to drive on an oval at Texas Motor Speedway. I went
the fastest I have ever gone in a race car through a turn. And as a driver there's nothing like
that moment putting that new high score up there.

JOHN OLGUIN: For those who don't know, Tony drives the ovals this year and
Jimmie has driven the road courses, so this was his first time on an oval in an IndyCar.

JIMMIE JOHNSON: It's been an amazing partnership. To see Tony in the car on the
weekends in the ovals and carrying The American Legion on the car and doing such a great
job, it's really piqued my interest. I watched him in the Indy 500 and watched all my friends
go by in the opening lap. And I thought, man, I really feel like I should try this someday.
We're in that process now of understanding if that's something I want to do. And yesterday
was that first step. And it was a lot of fun.

JOHN OLGUIN: Great. I want to turn it over to this young man here. For those who
haven't spoken to Tony before, he has a bit of an accent. And it's not from Alabama. He's
Brazilian. And, so, Tony, lots of great drivers have come through Brazil. Talk about how
you got into racing and growing up in Brazil that led you to racing.

TONY KANAAN: I'm going to correct you. I'm American now. (dpplause)

JOHN OLGUIN: Good for you. He did become an American citizen in 2014.

TONY KANAAN: 2014, my wife is American. All my kids are Americans. And I
guess my wife tells me that I married her to become an American. But we'll go with that.
It doesn't matter.

Well, growing up in Brazil, there are two things, two sports that are huge there. It's
soccer and racing. And my father was a huge racing fan. My dad never raced. It was like
Chip's story. We used to go and watch races together all the time, or on TV. In Brazil,
Formula 1 was more popular than IndyCar back in the day. We used to watch races on
Sunday on TV. And when Formula 1 went to Brazil, he used to take me to the track to
watch the races on the grandstands. And when I was eight years old, he took me to a go-
kart track to watch a race. Rubens Barrichello was racing, which is a dear friend of mine,
I didn't know him at the time. I asked my dad for a go-kart. We left the racetrack, straight
to the factory and he bought me a go-kart that day. That's how I started it. Dad watched me
race from when I was eight until I was 13. Unfortunately, he got really sick. He got cancer
for three years when I was 10 years old. And leading to Chip's story, I remember exactly
my dad's last words to me in the hospital, on a Thursday night. He asked my mother to
bring me to the hospital because he wanted to speak to me. And his last words to me was
obviously to take care of my family, never leave my mom and my sister hanging, but for
me to never give up racing and win the Indy 500 for him one day. And he passed that night.
So, I think I did well. (4pplause)

JOHN OLGUIN: So, talk about that Indy 500, a seminal moment in your life.

TONY KANAAN: You know, it's one of those things. We went through, obviously,
a tough time after I lost him. I had to support my mom and sister. I quit school to keep
racing but made it to America. Made it to America, was able to fulfill my dream, became
an IndyCar driver. [ won the championship in '03. I tried to drive for Chip for many years.
Never really worked it out. But we finally made it. But in 2013, it was probably my last
year in IndyCar. I got actually fired from a team that I was racing with that I won the
championship with. The sponsor, you know, just left. And we didn't have a car to race. So,
during the offseason, I was without a team. And Jimmy Vasser, which is a guy who actually
raced for Chip, won championships for him, had a very small team. And we kind of like
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put some numbers together. Said, well, we have enough budget to race the first four races,
which the fourth race of the year was the Indy 500. So we put this thing together. It was a
pretty good team. But never really had achieved a lot. And we show up there, and obviously
I had led twelve Indy 500s before, never had won. Something was always happening to
me. People would come and ask me during the month of May, is this your year? Are you
going to be well known as one of the greatest that never wins? And I never really believed
that. And that year we started 10", We got to the lead, and we beat the team that fired me
the year before. Which was kind of sweet. (Laughter and applause)

And then obviously if you guys ever watched that race, when I crossed start/finish
line, usually we celebrate fist up and I actually was naturally, I didn't even realize until
somebody pointed out, but [ was pointing up saying, told you I was going to do it, dad. So
that was for him. (4dpplause)

JOHN OLGUIN: That's great. So, Tony, I've heard you talk about this a number of
times this year, is I know you became an American citizen in 2014. But now that you drive
The American Legion car and people are coming up to you all the time and saying things
to you, what are they saying and how has that made you feel?

TONY KANAAN: It was amazing. Over the course of the years I became, I think,
extremely popular in Indianapolis probably because I was trying to win that race so bad
and never succeed. So, my fan base there is huge. And then this year, you know, after 23
years in IndyCar you don't think you can gather more fans or more appreciation. It's just
there. And as soon as we announced this deal, I cannot tell you guys how many text
messages from veterans. They said my dad is an American Legion member, my
grandfather. It's been amazing how many people approach. I have so many coins now. It's
so awesome. And getting to know more about the Legion and getting to know more what
you guys do and trying to even, now, obviously we're trying to help the cause with the
suicide, it's an honor. I can't tell you how emotional for me was to race that car at the 500.
We had some names on that car that were extremely heavy and knowing more and more, I
can't thank you guys enough to fulfill our dreams and my dream to still compete in the Indy
500. But I gained some more fans, which is pretty cool. (Applause)

JOHN OLGUIN: That's great. Jimmie, you have a history of people in your family
serving in the military. And now also working with The American Legion, how has that
felt for you with, I know your grandparents and so on have served, now being part of the
American Legion Family.

JIMMIE JOHNSON: It's a massive honor. And thank you, everyone, it's really been
an amazing year, as Tony pointed out, to meet different Legionnaires at the racetrack, to
share the same pride we have for the race car and the competition. Even yesterday I'm
spending time with a few of the folks, and helping them understand what it's like to be
behind the wheel of a car and being out of control. I think it's been a fantastic partnership
and one that I have a ton of pride in. My mom's father served in the Navy, and my dad's
father was in the Army. I have a brother-in-law that served in the Navy as well. So
definitely a part of the framework of the Johnson family and my wife's side, the Janway
side.

JOHN OLGUIN: You've also had the luxury, and I think all of us have learned over
the last year or so, all the amazing things that The American Legion has done, the GI Bill
and on and on, now they're tackling something new, which is veteran suicide. And you've
got to participate in a PSA/commercial. What was that like and what's it like being part of
that message.

JIMMIE JOHNSON: I think many civilians in the country understand that it's difficult
to come back from serving. But I don't think many really understand the depths of that.
And for myself it was a big education. And then to be able to do the PSA and to help get
that word out to everyone else has been really impactful. And certainly something that we
need to correct and we need to be there for those vets returning and try to surround them
with what they need to come back into civilian life. It's something I'm very proud to be a
part of. And excited to really make a difference with that initiative. (Applause)



23

Proceedings of Tuesday, August 31, 2021

JOHN OLGUIN: So, Chip, certainly last but not least, your father served in the
military. You've represented in racing many, many major brands. But what's it like to now
also add to that list a brand like The American Legion?

CHIP GANASSI: First of all, I don't want to repeat what Tony and Jimmie said, but
it's an honor to represent this organization, I can tell you. It amazes me, week after week,
the commanders, the local people coming up, thanking me, for the effort, for the
organization, for what we're doing, what we're trying to do for The American Legion in
terms of veterans suicide and what have you. But just an awareness, they're thanking me.
And all I can think of] it happens to me every single day, when all I can think of when
you're thanking me is, I want to thank you. Okay? This is a hot topic these days about
service and about just what The American Legion has done in the past, what it's going to
do in the future. The reason we're able to talk about that stuff is because of all of you. And
because of the groundwork and the foundations that you've laid as an organization. To talk
about even going to the next step, having an organization embrace an organization like
ours, means a lot. But to make that effort, to take the next step and what you're doing is
very powerful. But at the end of the day, you don't have to thank me. I want to thank you
for your service and everything you've done for this country, over the years, and what we
all hope to do for this country in the future. Thank you. (4pplause)

JOHN OLGUIN: Honestly, I don't know if there's a better way to finish than on that
note. That is an absolutely perfect note. On behalf of Chip, Tony and Jimmie, thank you
all for your service. We very much appreciate representing you. And, again, we couldn't
be more proud. So, thank you. (4pplause)

NATIONAL COMMANDER OXFORD: Gentlemen if you would all stand fast.
Ladies and gentlemen, our American Legion racing team. Chip, thank you. (4pplause)

... The Convention viewed a video.

NATIONAL COMMANDER OXFORD: Nominated by President Biden, our next
guest was confirmed by the Senate and sworn in as the 11" secretary of Veterans Affairs
on February 9, 2021. He previously served as White House chief of staff for President
Obama. During the confirmation hearings for his current position, he said, "There is no
more sacred obligation nor noble undertaking than to uphold our promises to our veterans,
whether they came home decades ago or days ago." He served in the senior staff positions
in the House and the Senate. He is a graduate of St. John's University in Collegeville,
Minnesota and earned a master's degree at Georgetown. Please give a warm welcome to
the Honorable Secretary of Veterans Affairs Denis McDonough. (Applause)

Address: Honorable Denis McDonough
Secretary of Veterans Affairs

Thank you so much. It's an honor to be with you. Thank you, Bill, for that kind
introduction, for your decades of service to our country, for your steadfast leadership as
national commander, and last but in no way least, for your work as the booming voice of
the Post 29 American Legion baseball team. Earlier this spring, a vet sent me a note.
Included in it one of this year's official Legion baseballs. My son and I play catch with it
in our backyard almost every night. I'm a product of Legion baseball, Post 491, Bayport
Minnesota 1988. (Applause)

Having a catch with Teddy is a clear reminder of the role you play in communities
and families across the country. When I look around this room, I see so many people
deserving of our gratitude and recognition. Starting with Lieutenant Colonel Bruce
Crandall, who received the Medal of Honor for his enormous courage and profound
leadership in the Ia Drang Valley on 14 November 1965. May God bless you, the memories
of Hal Moore and Joe Galloway, whom I know just passed away this month. And all those
who fought at LZ X-Ray. I also want to recognize the Legion's national adjutant, Dan
Wheeler, all of the past national commanders with us today, Navy Vice Admiral Yancy
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Lindsey, Sergeant Major Michael Barrett, Diane Carlson Evans, the Legion Riders who
just last week raised hundreds of thousands of dollars for children of disabled veterans and
fallen servicemembers. (Applause).

Hear, hear! And of course, all of you who have joined us today in person and online
for the 102" Annual Convention of The American Legion. 102 years. That's an incredible
run. I want to thank you, all of you, for your service to the nation and for your devotion to
veterans throughout the years.

Now, we've come together at a difficult time. In just 11 days we will mark 20 years
since the attacks on 11 September 2001. When our country was attacked on that fateful
morning, so many young Americans, some of whom are here today, made the choice that
so0 many veterans make at one point or another in their lives. They've made a choice to run
toward the fight, not away from it. To serve our country. To protect and defend our
freedoms. To fight for and alongside their fellow servicemembers. Whatever may come.
And yesterday, as the last U.S. troops flew out of Afghanistan, the war those brave men
and women fought came to an end.

I'd like to take a moment now to speak to those veterans and their loved ones,
survivors, caregivers, families. I know that what's happened in Afghanistan over this past
month has been incredibly painful for many of you. As you know, I'm not a veteran. But
I've spent much of my life surrounded by and supporting veterans. In combat zones I've
seen your excellence and the grueling demands of deployment after deployment after
deployment. At Walter Reed, I've been moved by the strength and resilience of our
wounded warriors. And at Dover, as we were reminded painfully just Sunday, I've
witnessed the unimaginable grief of military families as they say their final goodbyes. But
there is no way that I can come close to understanding how you feel right now. There is no
way that anyone who did not serve in Afghanistan, who did not fight in Afghanistan, who
did not believe in Afghanistan, who did not have loved ones who served and fought there,
can fully understand how you feel right now. Because no one can unless they walked
among the Afghan people the way you and your loved ones did.

But there are veterans on your left and on your right and across this country who do
understand and do get it. And there are many thousands of veterans at VA who do
understand, too, and are ready to help. And there are millions of people across the country
who know what you did for them, who know what our fallen servicemembers have done
for them, including those who were tragically killed during the evacuation this week in
Afghanistan. Their service, your service, your choice to run into the fire matters. No matter
what happens this month or any month. We are all safer for it.

I thank you for all you have done as individuals, as an organization, as partners with
VA and as a veteran community to run toward the fight yet again. Helping evacuate
Americans, Afghan allies and their families to safety. It has made a difference and saved
thousands of lives. And while I cannot imagine what you're going through today, or what
you and your families have been going through, I want you to know this: We at VA are
here for you. Your American Legion brothers and sisters are here for you. And the nation
will always be grateful for what you did and sacrificed for us and for the burdens that you
and your families continue to bear on our behalf. We are forever in your debt.

You know, this difficult moment also reminds us of why we are gathered here today.
Of the sacred duty and mission that we at VA and the Legion share together. It all comes
back to the fundamental promise our nation made to veterans of the wars in Afghanistan
and Iraq, the same promise we make to anyone who signs up for military service. If you
take care of us, we'll take care of you. If you fight for us, we'll fight for you. If you have
our backs, we'll have your back when you leave service. The thing is our nation as a whole
makes that promise. But we at VA and the Legion are among those most responsible for
keeping that promise. Today I'm here to give you an update on where we are in executing
that mission and keeping that promise. But first, from the bottom of my heart, I thank you
for all you do and all you have done in service of that mission for 102 years. It's a tough
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job. It's a difficult job. But it's one that you do so well. There is no more noble mission and
no more sacred obligation. (4pplause)

In some ways, that shared mission has never been more critical than during this past
year. Tragically, at this convention, perhaps more than any other, it's not impossible to
notice the empty seats of those who are no longer with us. When I think about the more
than 625,000 people this country has lost to COVID, I remember that they are your people,
our people. The veterans we serve. The friends we want to call. The family members
missing from our dinner tables. We remember those we've lost and our hearts go out to
those they've left behind. But it's also important to remember that there are so many
veterans out there right now enjoying their summers with their families or perhaps even
sitting here in this room whose lives have been saved or bettered because we worked
together. Veterans like Billy Hurley.

Like so many other vets and so many other Americans, Billy was struggling early in
the pandemic. He lost his job as a bartender when COVID shut down the restaurant where
he worked. And he had to go on unemployment. When that ran out, he got help from our
Supportive Services for Veteran Families program at VA. But eventually he found himself
in a position where he needed to pay one month of overdue rent. And he couldn't afford it.
And in his own words he said he was broke. And he felt really down. Then he came to the
Legion. He came to Ray Odum, a veteran service officer at Post 11 in Colorado. Ray helped
Billy pay his rent and even offered to pay for his groceries. And now Billy has a steady
job. And he says that when I walked out of the Legion, a big weight had been lifted off my
shoulders. I felt refreshed, he added, like somebody had my back. The bottom line is that
when Billy lost his job, VA was there for him. The Legion was there for him. We were
there for him right when he needed it most. And that's the type of work we do together.
That's the power of our partnership. And it's been on display throughout this pandemic. At
the Legion, you've helped weather the storm by collecting food for vets in need. Giving
blood. Checking in on veterans through your Buddy Check program. Distributing
thousands of face masks and hosting life-saving testing and vaccination sites across the
country.

VA employees have done the same. Working overtime, risking their own lives to save
the lives of vets across the country. Ramping up telehealth appointments from 2,500 per
day at the beginning of the pandemic to 45,000 per day a year later, so vets could get the
help they needed even if it wasn't safe to come to the hospital. And mobilizing across
America to get shots in the arms of more than 3.7 million people. All of that work, your
work, our work, translates into the one statistic that matters most. Lives saved and
improved by the work we do. In a time when veterans like Billy needed us most, The
American Legion and VA rose to the occasion, and we did it together.

Now, as we all know, our work on the pandemic is far from over. We've already lost
thousands of veterans to this deadly disease. And now the Delta variant is causing an
exponential increase in infections, hospitalizations and even deaths once again. That's why
everyone needs to be vaccinated. I can't say it enough. Almost every person dying from
COVID right now is unvaccinated. In other words, right now almost every COVID death
is preventable. But don't take my word for it. Listen to the docs. A doc in Alabama told a
harrowing story last month, saying that unvaccinated COVID patients are begging her right
before they're put on a ventilator for the vaccine. But at that point, all she can say to them,
all she can do is to hold their hands and say I'm sorry, but it's too late. And days later, when
she calls time of death for those patients, she has to tell their families that the best way to
honor their deceased loved one is to get the vaccine because if they don't that tragic story
will repeat itself over and over again. I don't want that to be you or your family or the vets
you know and love.

That's why we've taken the extraordinary step of mandating vaccines for all VHA
personnel who work in or visit our facilities. That's why I'm asking you now to please get
vaccinated if you haven't already. And if you're immunocompromised and already
vaccinated, that's why I'm asking you to please get your third shot at your local VAMC.
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More than half the nation's vets have already been vaccinated. And thanks to the SAVE
LIVES Act, all vets, their spouses, caregivers can be vaccinated safely, easily and free of
charge. And fortunately, right now you can get the J&J vaccine downstairs in exhibit halls
1 through 3. When you have a few minutes, please head down there. The vaccine is the
only way to end this pandemic and finally return to normal life. But while we want to get
back to our normal lives, we must also recognize that some things shouldn't go back to the
way they were.

At VA, for example, we shouldn't go back to the old way of doing things, because the
work we've done to respond to the pandemic has forged us into a stronger, better
department for our nation's vets. Telehealth and tele-appeals are allowing us to meet vets
where they want to be met when they want to be met in unprecedented ways. Outpatient
trust scores among vets rose to 90 percent this year, which in my mind should be the floor,
not the ceiling of what we do. Our team rated its 1 millionth disability claim faster this year
than in any but one year in the history of VA, a result of our goal to make sure vets get
their benefits on time every time. And our cemeteries not only stayed open during the
pandemic but expanded to six new locations. The bottom line: We're now providing more
care and more benefits to more veterans than ever before. So, as we look to the future,
we're not trying to build a VA that goes back to the old normal. With your help, we're going
to continue to do better for our vets. We're going to continue to be better for our vets. And
we're going to do that by driving toward the four fundamental principles of our vision:
Advocacy; access; outcomes; and excellence.

First, advocacy, we're working to make sure the VA is the nation's premier advocate
for veterans, their caregivers, their families and their survivors. When it comes to advocacy,
it starts at the top. Our shared mission could not be a higher priority for this president.
Could not be more close to his heart. When President Biden nominated me to lead the VA
he told me to fight like hell for our vets. That's exactly what we're doing. And the
administration is doing the same thing, delivering for our vets with the SAVE LIVES Act
I mentioned earlier, with the American Rescue Plan, which allocated $17 billion to help us
care for vets during the pandemic, and with the proposed reconciliation package that will
provide $18 billion to help vets thrive in the future.

But we all know advocacy at the White House level doesn't mean anything if vets
don't use the benefits they've earned, which is where you come in. For many veterans and
certainly for some of our most deserving veterans you are their first impression of VA, the
front door to the benefits they've already earned. You're sitting across the tables from them
or their surviving spouses or dependents every day. All of which is to say, The American
Legion is one of VA's most important partners. And I'm committed to working with you
every day to improve access for veterans. (Applause)

On access, we'll move heaven and earth to get veterans timely access to their VA
resources. A major part of that equation is making sure that veterans have the best
experience wherever they access benefits and services, at home, in the community or at
VA. That's why we're meeting vets where they are by expanding telehealth and tele-appeals
and by supporting our caregivers. Let me just say this clearly. Caregivers are not an
afterthought for us. They are a top priority. That's why I've appoint Meg Kabat to be the
VA's first-ever senior advisor for caregivers. And it's why we've looked forward to
expanding the program of comprehensive assistance to cover all caregivers as soon as
possible.

For vets who are getting care in the community, we are building a network that has
the right providers at the right locations to meet their needs no matter where they live. And
of course, we're dedicated to improving the experience for vets who get their care directly
from VA. That means finding the right balance between community care and direct care,
putting the direct care system on a sustainable path to ensure that future generations of
veterans enjoy the same great VA health care that past generations had. And it means
rebuilding, repairing, realigning and modernizing VA health-care infrastructure to meet
your needs, because that infrastructure is critical to the health of our nation's vets and to
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the health of our nation. VA is the backstop and innovator at the heart of the entire U.S.
health-care system, training America's physicians, researching tomorrow's challenges and
innovating today to overcome them. That is never going to change and it surely won't
change on my watch.

Next, let me talk about veterans' outcomes. Outcomes drive everything we do because
vets, not us, are the ultimate judges of our success. And there is no more important outcome
than preventing veteran suicide because one veteran who dies by suicide is one too many.
Mental health services are critical for suicide prevention. (4pplause)

So, keeping mental health services going during the pandemic has been one of our
primary focuses. Fortunately, vets have adapted seamlessly to tele-mental health, attending
4.4 million sessions already this year, more than doubling their total for all of 2020. We're
also going all in helping rural vets who need mental health services. That means building
three new programs in rural locations to help severely mentally ill vets, and it means
creating a new training program designed to attract top talent of clinicians to rural areas, to
keep them in rural areas and to care for vets who live in rural areas. And for anyone who
may be struggling with the news of this month, we're here for you. Whether you want to
speak to another veteran, talk to a therapist, call our crisis line at 1-800-273-8255, text us
at 838255, visit one of our vet centers or access any VA mental health services online.
We're standing by and we're ready to help because mental health care is health care. As the
secretary of defense said so well last month, your mental health is your health and your
health is our top priority.

Another major focus here is toxic exposures. We're not waiting for Congress to act on
this. We're going ahead and acting ourselves and we've already announced three major
updates. One, we're creating a new comprehensive decision-making model for determining
presumptive conditions. A model that will be guided by one core principle, getting vets the
benefits they have earned and therefore deserve. Two, veterans suffering from bladder
cancer, hypothyroidism and parkinsonism due to Agent Orange can now be paid the
benefits they're owed. And, third, we announced last month that we'll presumptively pay
disability benefits to veterans who suffer from asthma, sinusitis and rhinitis as a result of
their service in Southwest Asia, Afghanistan and Uzbekistan. Veterans have waited for
these benefits for far too long. And we're doing everything in our power to make sure they
won't have to wait any longer. (Applause).

Now, this is just the beginning, not the end, of our efforts on toxic exposure. And
we're moving ahead with urgency. Lastly, on outcomes, we're laser focused on ending
veteran homelessness. You know, a few weeks ago at a homeless vets vaccination event
outside VA headquarters, a veteran came to get a shot. He wasn't wearing any shoes. So,
we got him vaccinated. And our canteen staff got him a new pair of shoes. On the one hand,
that story is heartwarming, a job well done. On the other hand, it's heartbreaking. Because
that man served our country. He should have shoes on his feet. He should have a roof over
his head. In fact, there should be no such thing as a homeless vet. Not here. Not in the
greatest country on the face of the planet. (Applause)

So, I assure you, through HUD-VASH, SSVF, the Emergency Rental Assistance
Program and more, we're going to do whatever it takes to help vets through the end of the
eviction moratorium to get them into homes and to keep them there.

Finally, excellence. We're seeking excellence in all we do for veterans by leveraging
the strength and diversity that defines the veteran population, The American Legion, our
VA workforce in this amazing country. Our diversity is a strength, never a weakness. Every
person entering a VA facility must feel safe, free of harassment and discrimination. And
we will welcome all veterans. One of my first actions as VA secretary was ordering a top-
down review of all of our policies, with the help of the Legion, to determine how we can
make VA a more welcoming place for LGBTQ+ veterans, women veterans, minority
veterans, MST survivors and more. Now, there's a lot more I could say on this. But it all
boils down to this. For far too long, too many veterans have fought to protect our rights
and our freedoms. And then they've had to fight brutal battles here at home for their own
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rights and their own freedoms. Tragically, some of those fights continue to this day. But at
VA those fights are over. Let me just repeat that. At VA those fights are over. In this
administration, nobody's going to have to fight to get the quality care, benefits and services
they've earned no matter who they are or who they love. (4pplause)

That's where VA is headed, continuing to deliver more care, more benefits and more
services to more veterans than ever before with advocacy, access, outcomes and excellence
as our defining principles. But make no mistake: We can't do this without you. Since VA
began, we have needed your help and your leadership to serve vets. And that's more true
now than ever before. The experiences and perspectives of the nearly 2 million American
Legion members are a powerful resource. When I think of just how powerful, I don't just
think of the fact that you wrote the first draft of the GI Bill. Or even that you advocated for
the creation of the Veterans Administration itself. I also think about a story I heard the
other day, about an Army veteran named Sean Meyer. After returning home from two
deployments to Iraq, Sean struggled with addiction, depression, panic and anxiety. War
will do that. He said, "I knew I needed help but I didn't know who to reach out to." And
then he found you. He didn't feel safe leaving his house, so you went to him. You did his
paperwork. You helped him through the process. And you got him a 70 percent disability
rating. If you ask him, that's not the most important thing you did for him. The disability
rating is nice, he says. But I learned a long time ago, money won't buy you happiness. The
most important thing, in his words, you gave him hope. That's what you do and that's what
you have done for 102 years. You give veterans hope. (Applause)

So, when I said earlier that we're in a position where we have to fulfill the promise
that the country makes on behalf of those veterans, that's what [ mean. That's what [ mean.
So, I thank you again for the opportunity to be with you today. God bless the Legion. God
bless the United States of America. And God bless our veterans, their survivors, their
caregivers and their families. And may we always give them our very best. Thank you all
very much. (dpplause)

NATIONAL COMMANDER OXFORD: Mr. Secretary, thank you for your remarks.
I'd like to ask VA&R Chairman Ralph Bozella to join us. We have two prestigious awards
that we would like to present.

The first is our Distinguished Physician of the Year. The second is our Distinguished
Health-Care Provider of the Year. We intended to present them at our Washington
Conference but had to reschedule due to the pandemic. The citations on both of the plaques
are the same, so I will read them as one. The Distinguished Physician of the Year is to all
Department of Veterans Affairs physicians. The Distinguished Health-Care Provider of the
Year is presented to all Department of Veterans Affairs health-care providers. The awards
are given "in recognition of your distinguished public service and commitment to the care
of America's veterans during the 2020 COVID-19 Global Pandemic. Your daily selfless
act of courage caring for our nation's veterans demonstrates your high degree of
professionalism and countless hours dedicated to ensuring veterans are treated with respect
while receiving exceptional health care." It is signed by Ralph P. Bozella, chairman,
national Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation Commission, along with myself, national
commander. Mr. Secretary, please accept these awards on behalf of a grateful American
Legion and tell your doctors and health-care providers, "Job, well done!" (4pplause)

Our Distinguished Service Medal recipient this year is a woman who has performed
outstanding service for our nation and our American Legion. As a high school student in
1964, she earned an American Legion Citizenship Award. After graduating from high
school, she attended nursing school in her home state of Minnesota. She then volunteered
to join the U.S. Army, here she would serve as a combat nurse in Vietnam. There, in her
words, she did "whatever it took to save lives" and comforted thousands of veterans who
experienced wounds and trauma. She worked tirelessly and successfully over many years
for the establishment of the Vietnam Women's Memorial, which she helped dedicate. She
has continued to work on behalf of veterans, male and female, including those who served
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in Vietnam as well as other wars. Our worthy recipient of this highest honor is also a Paid-
Up-For-Life Member of American Legion Post 2 in Helena, Montana. Ladies and
gentlemen, it is my pleasure to present the American Legion Distinguished Service Medal
to Diane Carlson Evans. (Applause)

Presentation: The American Legion Distinguished Service Medal
Diane Carlson Evans, Advocate and Founder
Vietnam Women's Memorial Foundation

Thank you, National Commander Oxford. Thank you, National Adjutant Dan
Wheeler, our National Auxiliary President Nicole Clapp and their members, Sons of the
American Legion Commander Clint Bolt and their members, Internal Affairs Commission
Chairman Robert Newman, Jack Querfeld, retired Internal Affairs Division director, my
fellow sister and brother veterans, and Post 2, Helena, Montana.

I am deeply honored to be back with all of you, and especially today. I believe this
prestigious award says more about you than it says about me. I see today is finally my
opportunity to say thank you to The American Legion. As I heard Jimmie, the race car
driver, he stole the words out of my mouth. I'm here to thank you for what you did, not for
what I did.

In 1985, one year after I founded the Vietnam Women's Memorial Project, at your
National Convention you answered the call to honor the women who had served during the
Vietnam War. You didn't hesitate. I lived in River Falls, Wisconsin, then, and my post,
Post 121 in River Falls, from there I went to district, I went to the Wisconsin State
Convention, to the National Convention, and you were with me all along the way. And
back then, that wasn't easy because us veterans, we're still being scorned for having served
our country during the Vietnam War. I had a torch bearer by the name of Judge Dan Foley
of Minnesota, an American Legion past national commander and a World War II veteran.
I was told by a member of my River Falls American Legion post to meet with Judge Foley
if I wanted to know how the Legion works. Over lunch he told me what had to be done to
get a resolution passed, but he made me work for it. I had to jump through all the hoops
and cross all the Ts and dot all the Is. He taught me the way, while I had to prove to the
Legionnaires that I was serious. I never dropped the ball, but you kept it in the air for me
and helped fulfill the dream of a national monument to honor my sister veterans, the first
in the history of the United States honoring military women on the National Mall in
Washington, D.C. (Applause)

There was a time we fought together for each other and with each other. Those weren't
glory days, but there was some magnificence in them that transcends the horrifying
experiences of war. No matter what war, we served together or peacetime, our bonds are
deep, our appreciation for sacrifice, and our compelling need to remember the dead and
help the living are ingrained in us. The greatest privilege of my life was to serve as a trauma
nurse in a combat zone caring for the wounded and dying, Pleiku, Vietnam. In 1982, with
the dedication of the Vietnam Veterans Memorial, during my visit to the wall that day, I
realized I had unfinished business. My work for my brother and sister veterans was not
over. I had to find my voice and start to fight again. Ultimately, I had to start telling the
stories about the women I had served with and why I was so proud of them. It took ten
years to finally honor the women with a memorial, but we prevailed. It took me 50 years
to write my book, "Healing Wounds," published last year to talk about that fight and to
share my own deeply personal experience in Vietnam and how that led to making history.

One month following the dedication of the Vietnam Women's Memorial, in the
December 1993 issue of the American Legion Dispatch, National Commander Bruce
Thiessen, a Vietnam era veteran wrote, "Little thanks was given to the women who served
during the Vietnam War. Thank you is a small remark, but none is with more meaning."
He wrote further, "That brief message seems to sum up the feeling of thousands of
Legionnaires and their families who responded to The American Legion appeal to raise
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funds for the Vietnam Women's Memorial. Those contacted were also asked to write down
on an enclosed card their thoughts about women who served in Vietnam during that war
era. The response was phenomenal," says National Commander Bruce Thiessen. About
5,000 notes had been turned in by the time the memorial was dedicated Veterans Day 1993.
The cards were available for reading by the public following the dedication. I have selected
excerpts to read to you today.

First, "Because of you, the almost forgotten, my dreams have come true. You are
heroes in my eyes and in the eyes of many of my friends. Because of your efforts when I
was wounded, I was assured of a future."

Next, "I served aboard an aircraft carrier and never saw any of the many women
serving at the time. However, I dealt with several very competent women via radio
communication channels, and I very much appreciated their helping my brothers ashore in
Vietnam. They laid their lives on the line."

Next, "You have truly earned your way to heaven for the price you paid in hell. The
tears of pain and sorrow will never really fade as long as men and women die for the
country they love. Few understand the price we paid for many to enjoy."

And last, "Finally the memorial will be complete. It will be a beautiful addition
honoring wonderful people. My husband was wounded, but he never, ever talked to me
about it, but thank God he had these brave and beautiful women there for him from a very
grateful veteran's wife."

Now, you may be asking how is any of this talking about a memorial dedicated 28
years ago, how is that relevant to today? Well, here's your answer. You deserve gratitude.
You deserve appreciation from all of us who benefit from your important work. And now
finally we welcome home and honor those veterans who served in Iraq and Afghanistan
and around the world. They need what The American Legion can give them, and I know
you will. The attacks and attempts to whittle away our veterans' programs may never cease.
American Legion leaders move your initiatives and programs forward in so many ways,
aging veterans, physical and mental health, it's all been discussed at your convention and
especially by Secretary McDonough. Close to the heart of the Legion are you, the service
officers, who helped me with my claim. Frontline advocacy at all times for us. There is a
place for each of us in the Legion. I found my place was alongside you to help heal the
emotional wounds of war.

To repeat Commander Oxford's recent words regarding our current generation of men
and women serving today in uniform, "Their courage, victories, and selfless acts of service
will not be washed away by history. To all the men and women who served and made the
world a better, safer, and brighter place since the dark day of 9/11, I salute you." As do L.
And to all who have stepped up to serve our country in war and peace, I salute The
American Legion who continue to step up to care for us, our families, and our nation.
Remember I said this award is more about you than about me, for without you, my
wonderful husband Michael, a lifetime member of the Legion as well, the sculptor Glenda
Goodacre, sculptor of the Vietnam Women's Memorial, and my family, I wouldn't be
standing here today. Good luck, carry on, and thank you for giving me this opportunity to
thank you for all that you do for America. Thank you. (4pplause)

NATIONAL COMMANDER OXFORD: Diane, thankfully, our paths never crossed
in Vietnam, but it's a great honor to present you with our Distinguished Service Medal.
(Applause)

For the Marines in the crowd, our next speaker has had a hugely successful Marine
Corps career. He served eight months as a sniper in the Gulf War, completed two combat
deployments in al Anbar Province and served as the NATO Regional Command
(Southwest) Sergeant Major for Nimruz and Helmand Province Afghanistan. In 2011, he
was named the 17" Sergeant Major of the U.S. Marine Corps. He served in that position
until his retirement from the Corps after 34 years in 2015. If you have ever heard him speak
before, you would understand that his genteel mild-mannered spirit is one that could have
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only been developed at Marine Corps Recruit Depot, Parris Island, where he nurtured
young Marine recruits. Fortunately for The American Legion, he has brought the same
passion and commitment to essential veterans' issues such as suicide prevention. He is a
member of American Legion Post 18 in Bloomington, Indiana. He co-authored the
leadership anthology, "Breaching the Summit" with five other senior enlisted leaders from
the different military branches. Ladies and gentlemen, retired sergeant major of the United
States Marine Corps, Micheal P. Barrett. (Applause)

Address: Sergeant Major Michael Barrett, USMC, Ret.
17t Sergeant Major of the United States Marine Corps

Oorah! So, I'm not making this part up, just a few minutes ago, when James Baca ran
back there and said, "Hey, good news, we're moving you up the schedule, I hope you're
ready." By the way, he did that to me while we were going to the bathroom. (Laughter)

But I had just gotten done talking to my wife, and she just wanted to call and say good
luck. She's back in Indiana. Yeah, Oorah, Indiana! She said, "Is the bar open there yet?" I
told her, "Is the bar open yet? Why?" She said, "Because all of your speeches sound so
much better when everyone's been drinking." That's what you get after 39 years of
marriage. (Laughter)

First, I accept the challenge of being about the twenty-fifth speaker today to stand at
this podium with the challenge of there's absolutely no chance of any kind of redundant
messaging, and I'm ready for that because I don't think there is.

The world is a dangerous place, and it's not getting any nicer. The stressors on all of
us are immense, and they are exponentially greater if you're haunted by unsettling past
experiences and other overwhelming challenges. This is extremely difficult for me.
Thirteen families received the most devastating news this past week. I was three times in
my 34-year career that Marine casualty assistance call officer on the other side of the door
knocking. I don't wish that responsibility on anyone. I've attended over 300 funerals,
memorial services, and dignified transfers in the past 20 years. Being angry and frustrated
and letting it harbor and consume your every thought and subsequently your every
conversation accomplishes nothing.

It's been a tough couple of weeks. We've felt pain and frustration, or should I say
we've endured pain, frustration, loss all before, but it never gets easier. Two deployments
to Iraq, where my battalion covered down on Fallujah, Karmah, Saqlawiyah, the Zaidon,
and Fuquilet [phonetic], where I lost 23 Marines and 300 wounded. Thirteen months in
Afghanistan as the NATO Regional Commander Southwest sergeant major for Helmand,
Nimruz, and Farah. 279 soldiers, sailors, Marines, and NATO personnel killed and over
2,700 wounded on my watch. Still to this day, certain sounds, smells, sights trigger physical
and cognitive effects on me.

I'm done being angry. My heart hurts for all of our gold star families and all of our
severely wounded. No pain we live through, no trial that we experience should ever be
wasted. To the development of our character, our fortitude, our future efforts, and our
resolve, all that we have suffered and all that we will endure now, we must all be together
to be stronger and more resolute in our daily efforts to continue to serve and to give more.
I'm thinking about our selfless warriors and our wonderful veterans, all they give, all you've
given. They and we are going to be asked to give more, and there's only one right response,
where do you need me. There's no time for hemming and hawing.

I'm a rugby player. When you go into the scrum or to the ruck, it's head down, ass up,
drive forward until you gain ground, or you win the ball back. It's easy to sit in front of a
TV and criticize and scream, "What the hell" about a decision and wonder what was the
approval and thought process in regards to that thing, whatever that thing was. Our leaders
have a lot of stuff on their plates, and none of us, none of us, honestly knows what all that
is. I don't know what the final factors were that led to the decision to leave Afghanistan the
way that we have. I can only surmise somewhere was it the tens of millions of displaced
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human beings caused by 20 years of vicious, unrelenting conflict, or was it the $6.5 trillion
bill that's going to come due. Or was it the human cost, the incalculable personal toll
estimated to be greater than 800,000 human lives, of which over 7,000 of them were
American lives and over 53,000 wounded. Did we all do our part? Did we leave it all on
the battlefield?

All of my experiences, all of my observations, the over 600 combat patrols that I
walked in all of my times in the air, my gut tells me we absolutely did. Keep our heads
high. We could only control the situations that were right in front of us. We followed our
orders, and we did our duty. We allowed a nation of people to experience 20 years of
prosperity in contrast to what they knew, what life could be like. We did what we could
and what we were allowed to do.

Now we can and we have left the battlefield. However, we cannot leave the global
war on terror. We may want to be done with it, but they are not done with us. The ugly
history proves this. November 1979, U.S. embassy in Tehran is attacked and seized. The
most powerful nation in the world is held hostage. April '83, a vehicle laden with explosives
detonated in front of the U.S. embassy in Beirut and killed 63. Six months later a large
truck filled with 2,500 pounds of TNT smashes through the front gates of the Marine
barracks and kills 241 of my brothers. April '85, abomb explodes in a restaurant frequented
by soldiers in Madrid, more of our brothers taken. August '85, a Volkswagen loaded with
explosives crashes into the front gate at Rhein-Main Air Force Base, 22 killed. April '86,
TWA flight 840 attacked by terrorists, four Americans killed, two were sailors. December
'88, Pan Am flight 103 over Lockerbie, Scotland, 259 taken by terrorists. January '93, two
CIA agents executed in front of Langley by terrorists. February '93, a group of terrorists
deliver a van packed with explosives into the underground parking garage at the World
Trade Center, six killed and over a thousand wounded. November '95, a car bomb explodes
at the U.S. military complex in Riyadh, killing seven servicemen and women. June '96,
another truck bomb explodes in Saudi Arabia, the Khobar Towers are destroyed, 19 killed
and hundreds wounded. August '98, terrorist coordinated attacks on two U.S. embassies in
Kenya and Tanzania, 224 killed. October 2000, the USS Cole, 17 sailors killed. September
11, 2001, the attacks took the lives of 2,977 innocent human beings, mostly Americans but
also people from 60 other nations. They were all victims who went to work that beautiful
September morning, but because of unimaginable acts by the most hateful people on the
planet, they were all in God's hands by noon.

Our way of life, our freedom has changed forever, threatened forever. Another 32,190
terror attacks since 9/11. I have intentionally left off drug war, cartel violence, and the
attacks on our brave brothers and sisters in blue. For 246 years we have fought for and to
keep our freedom. Our history books are filled with tens of thousands of great and heroic
achievements and advancements and over a million heartbreaking or gut-wrenching losses.
That alone should inspire every citizen to fight like hell to not forget what it took to be here
in the greatest country on the planet. Born here by chance, we live here by choice, serving
and defending her is a responsibility, whether we're running the business end of our bayonet
through the chest of the enemy in the wheat fields of World War I or hopping across the
islands or slugging it out in the bulge of World War II or the frozen mountains of Korea or
the steamy jungles of Vietnam or the rubble of a shell shocked Beirut or the oil soaked
fields of Desert Storm or the mean streets of Panama, Grenada, Somalia, Bosnia, Iraq,
Afghanistan, Syria, we all have witnessed and we can speak of the unconquerable spirit of
those who have and still wear the cloth.

Do you remember what we looked like? Do you know what they look like today?
Some, like us, not old enough to buy beer but old enough to serve and fight. They have a
family or a steady boyfriend, a girlfriend that swears to be waiting for them when they
return from a half a world away. Remember? They are ten pounds lighter now than when
they lived at home, and that's because they're either working, training, or fighting from well
before dawn until well after dark, and they obey orders instantly without hesitation, but
they are not without spirit or individual dignity. Remember? They are self-sufficient. They
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have two uniforms. They wear one. They wash the other. They keep their canteens full.
They keep their feet dry, but sometimes they forget to brush their teeth, but they never
forget to take care of their gear. If someone's thirsty, we'll give them their water, we'll give
them our water, and if they're hungry, our food. They'll even split their ammunition with
you in the middle of a fire fight even if you're running low too. And too many have seen
more suffering and death than they should have in their short lifetime, and they feel every
note of the National Anthem vibrate through their body while standing at a position of rigid
attention, and they fail to hold back tears when Taps are blown, and they're unashamed.
They are an elite class of American that have kept this country free for over two centuries.
I know that they will continue to live hard, train hard, and fight hard and provide our nation
with the capability to contain a crisis, to fill a gap, or to hold the line, but only God knows
when or where or who they're going to have to fight or help next, but I know that they're
ready to leave tonight, just like you do.

Our efforts have come at a great loss with much pain. So many have given their blood,
their body parts, and too many instances, their minds. And our Gold Star families have
endured the selfless sacrifice of their fallen hero. The faces and the names line the hallways
of all of our command posts, and they're etched on the marble and the granite across the
globe, a solemn reminder that bears the scars and memories of our brave, indomitable in
crisis, fearsome in battle, generous in their nature, and humble in their manner. May we
never forget the men and women who intuitive know the joy and sense of purpose that only
comes through great challenges and subordination to causes greater than self. We know
what it means to keep company with the finest men and women in a world under the
toughest conditions. Our nation needs people willing to walk where lightning strikes,
drawn to a sense of duty. A minute doesn't pass where I'm not wowed by the selflessness,
the courage, and endurance of our 21% century hunter-warriors.

To the families and the loved ones, they remain strong and focused, and not a day
goes by where their sacrifices are not known and cherished. Saying good-bye again and
again and again to your loved one, to your warrior is a hell of a thing to have to endure.
Nearly 350 million Americans, and less than 1% of the nation serves in the cloth. This is
profound because we're doing it with an all-volunteer force. We are fortunate in that we
have been allowed to pursue anything we want in life in this country. Today's warriors have
chosen to be defenders of the Constitution and servants to the nation. There's nothing
stronger than the heart of a volunteer.

So, what do you say that hasn't already been said? The Spartans in 480 BC did not ask
how many are the enemy, but only where are they? Which leads me to this closing.
Upwards of 20 veterans die by suicide every single day. This is a call to action. We are
veterans. We are Legionnaires. Just tell us where we are needed next, and if you haven't
already, add to your basic daily routine conduct buddy checks, make sure your buddy, your
brothers, your sisters are okay. So, until we meet again, may God keep you in his loving
embrace, always faithful. I've said enough. (4pplause)

NATIONAL COMMANDER OXFORD: Our next speaker, originally from Toledo,
Ohio, our next guest moved to Arizona in 1982 so he could attend Arizona State University,
where he obtained a bachelor's degree in finance. After a successful business career, he
was elected governor of Arizona in 2014 and re-elected in 2018. When he first assumed
office, the state had a $1 billion deficit. He was able to balance the budget in his first year
without raising taxes. He created the Arizona Border Strike Force to combat border related
crime. In 2015, he signed a bill requiring all high school students in the state to pass a civics
test. Please welcome the governor of the great state of Arizona, Doug Ducey.
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Welcome: Honorable Doug A. Ducey
Governor of the State of Arizona

Good afternoon, everyone. I want to say thank you very much to Commander Bill
Oxford for the kind introduction and for hosting us today. It's an honor as governor to
welcome you to the American Legion's 102" National Convention, and it's an honor to
welcome you to the State of Arizona. How are you enjoying yourselves? (4pplause)

We're excited to have you here in Phoenix, and we're excited to be meeting in person.
You know, this is the first time we've been able to host this event in Phoenix since 2008,
so I hope that all of you get to see all the great parts of the State of Arizona. Depending on
how much time you have here, I recommend seeing everything from the Grand Canyon to
the Sedona Red Rocks to our wine communities in southern and north central Arizona. But
even if you're just staying in the greater Phoenix area, there's plenty to do. The restaurants
are world class. The hotels and resorts are just stunning. And the Arizona Diamondbacks
are playing just down the street tomorrow night and tonight if you want to see some
baseball. And we're just a day away from September. That means that summer is officially
in the rearview mirror and temperatures are finally going to be inching back into the double
digits. So, I hope you get to see all that the state of Arizona has to offer.

But the reason I'm here is to recognize our veterans. I want to take a moment to thank
all of you for your service. You've all put your lives on the line to protect us, and you did
so without question and without the need for recognition, and we're not going to take you
or your service for granted. You are the reason we are able to celebrate freedom and liberty
that we hold so dearly. As we approach the 20* anniversary of September 11, there's no
better time to recognize the women and men who have put on a uniform to protect and
defend our nation. That tragic event would lead to the war in Afghanistan, which too many
of our troops have sacrificed their lives for. We have all tragically witnessed the bravery
and sacrifice of our troops when 13 U.S. servicemembers were killed in Kabul last week.
We all found it horrifying, and what's worse is that five of the men who died were just 20
years old, as old as the war in Afghanistan. These men and women didn't have the chance
to become military veterans. They didn't have the opportunity to be a part of this
organization. Their selflessness, their willingness to help Americans and many of the
Afghan people cost them their lives. Now, it's my hope that the Biden administration will
get all remaining Americans out of Afghanistan as soon as possible so we can prevent any
more loss and suffering. (4pplause)

And let's take a moment of silence for those who lost their lives in Afghanistan last
week. To all of our veterans here today and all of our active-duty military members and
their families, thank you. Thank you for your bravely, for your sacrifice, and for your
service. Because of the trauma and stress that comes from service, too many of our veterans
take their own lives. That's heartbreaking to all of us, and we're going to do everything we
can to ensure that veterans live long, healthy, and happy lives. It's why in 2019 I signed
legislation which requires the Department of Health Services to compile an annual report
on veteran suicides in Arizona. The report will help us decrease the number of veteran
suicides by tracking data, understanding historic trends, and analyzing potential risk
factors. We know that mental health can also be supported by simple things like having a
community, a good job, or educational opportunities. It's why in June my office partnered
with the Be Connected network to launch the Faith Network, a statewide faith-based
avenue to support Arizona servicemembers, veterans, and their families. Be Connected is
an important part of the ecosystem of support we're building for veterans and their families
across our state. We've also launched the Veteran Toolkit and the Arizona Roadmap to
Veteran Employment, which veterans across Arizona can use to access the resources
needed to connect with job opportunities. And to ensure that all our veterans have the
proper care and support they need, we've allocated 25 million additional dollars to build a
state veteran home in Mojave County, bringing our total number of veteran homes to five
around our state. (Applause)
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I know that some veterans lack the basic needs like a roof over their head or a decent
paycheck, and we're not going to let that happen here in Arizona. In May, my partnership
with the Department of Housing, we allocated $500,000 toward combatting homelessness
among Arizona's veterans. Under the leadership of Director Tom Simplot, I'm confident
that we'll get more of our veterans into safe and decent living conditions. And to cap off
this year's legislative session, I signed this year's budget, which puts money back into
veterans' pockets by eliminating all income taxes from our veterans' military pensions.
(Applause)

Well deserved. Well deserved. These heroes have put our country first, and it's time
that Arizona puts them first. I want to recognize all the leaders who made this event
possible and whose hard work make life better for our veterans. Dennis McDonough, the
secretary of Veterans Affairs, welcome Mr. Secretary. Colonel Wanda Wright, the director
of the Arizona Department of Veterans Services, Bill Oxford, national commander of The
American Legion, Ken Queen, commander of the American Legion Department of
Arizona, Angel Juarez, adjutant of the American Legion Department of Arizona, John
Altman, chairman of Legislative Affairs for the American Legion Department of Arizona,
and I want to also thank all the members of the American Legion Department of Arizona
for being here and being involved in this great organization. (4pplause)

I also want to welcome the president of Hillsdale College, Larry Amn, to the great
state of Arizona. (dpplause)

Once again, let's take a moment to honor our veterans, our soldiers, and our civilian
soldiers. They're one of the many reasons why this is the greatest country on the face of the
earth. God bless our troops. God bless you all here today. And God bless the United States
of America. Thank you and enjoy Arizona. (dpplause)

NATIONAL COMMANDER OXFORD: Our next speaker is the second women to
be elected mayor of Phoenix. She is a graduate of Harvard University and also earned an
MBA at Wharton School of Business. Mayor Kate Gallego is unable to be here this
morning, so please turn your attention to the video monitor. (Applause)

Welcome: Honorable Kate Gallego
Mayor of the City of Phoenix

I'm Phoenix Mayor Kate Gallego, and I'm so honored to welcome the 2021 American
Legion conference to our city. We are so glad to have you back. This conference was last
here in 2008, and we still talk about what a great time people had as well as projects that
began there. So, to the 9,000 American Legion members, welcome home. American
Legions in Phoenix have been key to our success as a city. They have produced so many
of our American leaders, including in Phoenix, Arizona. They have helped us honor our
veterans and our fallen, invest in our young people, and I know personally I have so many
positive memories from American Legion and American Legion Auxiliary events. I met
one of my best friends at my first ever American Legion Auxiliary membership meeting
on the day I got my card, and I'm sure that is true for so many of you. I hope this time will
allow you to deepen your friendships and your commitment. Thank you for your service to
our country.

Here in Phoenix, we pride ourselves on being a veteran-friendly city, from the
businesses you saw at the airport to our great partnership that we moved forward with at
the city council last week, working with an American Legion to bring more housing for
our veterans, including those who need affordable housing. One of our largest projects
during the past year on housing was with U.S. vets to make sure that we have high quality
housing here and are spending millions of dollars to be able to do that right here in Phoenix,
one of many, many great projects for our veterans that you may get a chance to visit. Please
enjoy our wonderful city. We have award-winning restaurants walking distance from
where you are, as well as amazing art galleries, beautiful vistas, and we hope that you have
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a wonderful time in this veteran-friendly city. Thank you so much for all you have done
for our country and for The American Legion. (4pplause)

NATIONAL COMMANDER OXFORD: A veteran of the U.S. Air Force, our next
speaker had a successful 42-year career in information systems technology. He joined The
American Legion in 1991 and was elected commander of the Department of Arizona for
the 2019-2020 year. He also belongs to the Sons of The American Legion and American
Legion Riders. Please welcome the president of The American Legion National
Convention Corporation of Arizona, Past Department Commander Ken Queen. (Applause)

Welcome: Kenneth R. Queen, President
National Convention Corporation of Arizona

Good afternoon, everyone. You know, it's going to be awfully tough for me to follow
the governor and the mayor of Phoenix with their speeches because I think they covered
just about everything I might have said. I want to welcome you all to Phoenix, Arizona,
and to the 102" National Convention of the American Legion. I bring greetings to you
from the Department of Arizona and from The American Legion Convention Commission.
It's great to see so many Legionnaires in the audience today as well as Legion Family and
our distinguished guests and delegates.

I believe strongly in the American Legion mission, and I believe that by working
together as a family, we are stronger together. We achieve a real synergy. Arizona held its
department convention at the end of June, and during our preplanning sessions, some of
the members expressed concern about whether or not we'd be able to get strong attendance
at that convention. As it turned out, we had an excellent attendance, and that's because after
15 months of lockdown at varying degrees, all of us were eager to get out and socialize and
work together face to face. That is, in essence, the human experience, and that's what it's
all about. As with other departments, the COVID pandemic posed many challenges in
Arizona. We could not conduct business as usual, but through it all, we improvised,
adapted, and overcame those challenges. In Arizona we conducted food drives. We funded
veterans-only food bank events, provided financial assistance to families of deployed
National Guardsmen, and held blood drives across the state. We remained relevant. We
carried out our mission.

Now here we are in Phoenix, Arizona, for our 102" National Convention, and our
work began this past weekend with our delegation activities, but I want you all to
remember, when the day is over and your work is done, please don't forget to have some
fun.

As you know, a lot of planning and work goes into preparing for and hosting a
National Convention, and I would be remiss if I did not recognize some of those who made
this happen so successfully. I want to thank the national office staff for all their support. I
want to thank Michael Walton, chairman of the National Convention Commission and his
committee work. I want to thank Bridget Robinson, director of conventions and meetings
planning and her staff for all their planning, scheduling, and coordination efforts. And
informing and training our Arizona Convention Committee chairman. Finally, I want to
thank our Arizona Convention Commission secretary, our Arizona committee chairmen,
our drivers for the national officers, and the dozens of Legionnaires, Auxiliary, and SAL
members who volunteered their time and energy to help make this convention a success.
We're excited to be here. We're excited to have you all here. Let's all have a productive and
successful and fun convention. Thank you all for all you do. (4pplause)

NATIONAL COMMANDER OXFORD: Ladies and gentlemen, the next part is one
of my favorite parts of the job. I'd like to call chairman of the American Legion Riders
Advisory Committee Mark Clark to the podium so he can help lead the presentation of
Legacy Scholarship donations.
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...National Vice Commander Feuerbach assumed the Chair.

Presentation: The American Legion Riders
Mark Clark, Chairman, American Legion Riders Advisory Committee

Good afternoon. Commander Oxford, national officers, our dedicated and talented
headquarters staff, guests, and fellow Legionnaires and our Legion Family members. I have
the privilege of honor of serving as the national chairman of the American Legion Riders,
and on behalf of our entire committee, I bring you greetings. I also had the distinction honor
of serving as chief road captain on this year's National Legacy Run.

Twenty-nine years ago, at Post 396 in Garden City, Michigan, 19 members who were
also motorcycle enthusiasts started the first American Legion Riders program in the nation.
Few could imagine what we would become. The American Legion Riders, as you know, is
the only program that includes all of the American Legion Family, Legionnaires, American
Legion Auxiliary, and the Sons of the American Legion. Today there are approximately
150,000 riders in 2,300-plus chapters, and every department has a Riders program at either
the post, district, or department level.

This year's National Legacy Run covered 1,410 miles, starting in Rogers, Arkansas,
and ending in Fountain Hills, Arizona. It was a tough and grueling ride because of the
temperatures that we had to ride in, but 225 dedicated riders completed their ride with us
because we ride for the kids, and it doesn't matter what the weather is or what the
temperatures are. It's just what we do. We were privileged to have Commander Oxford
with us on the entire route, and I can tell you he hung in there with the best of them, and
we were just honored to have him. We were also privileged to have National Auxiliary
President Nicole Clapp ride with us on three of the five days. So, to have those two with
us made this year's ride something special. We ended this year's Legacy Run with
collections of approximately $705,000 that we've collected so far. (4pplause)

That includes a unique donation from Virginia Post 93 of $6,246, for having auctioned
off and won the Royal Legion vest that they will maintain for one more year until it's
retrieved by the Royal Legion Riders from Great Britain on next year's ride. We'll now
show a short video with highlights from this year's Legacy Run and then we will accept
donations from the departments who wish to present their donations to National
Commander Bill Oxford. ...The Convention viewed a video. (Applause)

Additional Donations to Legacy Fund

UNIDENTIFIED_DELEGATE (WV): Commander, from the Department of West
Virginia. Riders from four states, West Virginia, Ohio, Maryland, and Virginia got together
on a cold morning in May to bring you $15,851.

DELEGATE PISA (AK): Commander, from the Department of Alaska. Right now,
we have a $1,000 donation, and we have two more checks coming in for another $8,500.

DELEGATION CHAIRMAN NEWELL (NJ): Commander Robert Newell,
delegation chairman, John Baker, department adjutant, from the great Department of the
American Legion of New Jersey. We're glad to donate $5,000 to the Legacy Fund.

DELEGATE RUIZ (CA): Commander Ray Ruiz, Department of California American
Legion Riders president. We gladly donate $28,000 this year

DELEGATE CLARK (KY): Bill Clark, past director from the Department of
Kentucky. We've got $2,500.

UNIDENTIFIED DELEGATE (GA): Past department commander from the
Department of Georgia, we gladly donate $5,000.

DELEGATE MURPHY (PA): Commander Michael Murphy from the Department of
Pennsylvania. With me is my department adjutant Woody Hogan, Alternate National
Executive Committee Member Paul Kennedy, Legion Riders chairman from Department
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of Pennsylvania John Hostel, and our immediate Past Department Commander Bob Johns,
and we're proud to present a check for $5,563.

UNIDENTIFIED DELEGATE (MS): From the Department of Mississippi, with Jerry
Allhands as the commander, $1,500.

DELEGATE FLEMING (FR): John Fleming from China Post 1. We have a $1,000
donation from the Abbott family and $3,500 from China Post.

DELEGATE GAMBLER (FL): I'm Gambler from the great state of Florida, from
chapter 110, $5,000.

UNIDENTIFIED DELEGATE (NE): It's my pleasure to represent The American
Legion Riders of Nebraska. We have a donation here of $11,485, and of that, $320 was
scraped up from the delegation out there. So, we're proud of you.

DELEGATE PHILLIPS (AR): Good afternoon, Doc Phillips from the great State of
Arkansas. On behalf of the Department of Arkansas, we have collected over $7,000 for this
year's Legacy Scholarship Fund, and we're proud of it.

DELEGATE CHAPMAN (NM): Dee Dee Chapman, chapter 10, Post 69, Alameda,
New Mexico, $700.

DELEGATE WALLACE (MI): Commander from the state of Michigan. I'd like to
introduce Department Commander Barry Wood, Past Department Commander Larry
Money, and I'm Jim Wallace. Michigan is the home of the founding members of the
American Legion Riders at Garden City, Michigan, Post 396. This year Larry and I had the
best opportunity to enjoy the department's American Legion Riders ride. We traversed the
thumb of the great state of Michigan. We proudly collected $21,714.86 for the Legion
Scholarship Fund. Thank you.

DELEGATE KERSEY (TN): Good afternoon. My name is Larry Kersey. I'm the
commander from the Department of Tennessee. We are donating $3,000 to the Legacy
Fund. Thank you very much.

DELEGATE HARRIS (NC): Commander Oxford, from the great state of North
Carolina, I am Pat Harris, and here with me is Commander James Moore and our NEC Jeff
Joiner. In January of this year, North Carolina has transmitted a check for $71,721, and
today on behalf of the American Legion Riders of North Carolina, we brought a second
check totaling $23,973 for a grand total of $95,694.

DELEGATE WEBER (IL): Mr. Commander, from the department of Illinois, I'm Roy
Weber. With me is Department Commander Wayne Fisher, Riders Chairman Joe Lampert,
and Vice Chairman Roy Smith. This year's total from the Illinois Riders is $20,600.

UNIDENTIFIED DELEGATE (IN): Mr. Commander, from Boonville American
Legion post in Boonville, Indiana, $500.

UNIDENTIFIED DELEGATE (CO): Mr. Chairman, Mr. Commander, with a huge
thanks to Post 209 in Colorado Springs for contributing $12,064.26 and doubling our total
from the last contribution to a total of $24,892.20 from the colorful state of Colorado.

DELEGATE RIDELL (HI): Fran Ridell, Alternate NEC from Hawaii, aloha. As a
Legion Rider on behalf of our 15 members of chapter 17, I proudly present a check for
$1,500.

UNIDENTIFIED DELEGATE (MO): Commander, with me is Department Adjutant
Lowry Finley-Jackson and our national vice commander from Missouri, Rich Heigert.
From the great state of Missouri, the Show Me State, and the home of President Harry S.
Truman, where the buck stops here, the Show Me State is proud to present a check for
$82,100.

DELEGATION CHAIRMAN MCDERMOTT (NY): Mike McDermott, delegate
chairman from the Empire State of New York, Commander Frank Lemarsh, Legion Riders
Director Cowboy Morris, $11,000.

UNIDENTIFIED DELEGATE (KS): Mr. Commander, from the Department of
Kansas sixth annual in-state Legacy Run, $32,517.

UNIDENTIFIED DELEGATE (NH): Mr. Commander, from the Live Free or Die
State of New Hampshire, I have with me Department Commander Oliver Brooks, and from
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the 28 members of the charter chapter in Woodsville, New Hampshire, we have a check
for $1,645.

DELEGATION CHAIRMAN QUEEN (AZ): Commander Oxford, from the state of
Arizona, Ken Queen, the delegation chairman, Arizona donates $7,000 to the Legacy Fund.

DELEGATE WILSON (OH): Mr. Chairman, Jerry Wilson from the state of Ohio. I
want to take a little moment here. My wife and I are celebrating our 50 anniversary here
at this convention. I don't know how she did it, but she's only 49. That's what she says. But
through American Legion charities of Ohio, we are donating $10,000 to the fund.

UNIDENTIFIED DELEGATE (LA): Commander Oxford, from the beautiful state of
Louisiana and the Big Easy of New Orleans, Post 350 would like to donate $1,000.

DELEGATION CHAIRMAN DVORAK (MN): I'm Mark Dvorak, delegate chair
from Minnesota. Here is the committee chair for the Minnesota Legacy Run, Auxiliary
member Dr. Jody Hacine.

AUXILIARY MEMBER HACINE (MN): On the 11" annual Minnesota American
Legion Rider Run, by bringing the Family back together, Minnesota is donating $174,000.

CHAIRMAN CLARK: Folks, I've been given an unofficial total. I'm not going to give
you down to the exact dollar, but right now we're sitting at $1,150,055. That's kind of a
guess, but it's pretty close. Pretty close math. Thank you, everybody. Thank you for your
commitment to the kids. (Applause)

NATIONAL VICE COMMANDER FEUERBACH: The Royal Canadian Legion is
committed to making a difference in the lives of veterans and their families; providing
essential services in their communities and remembering the men and women of Canada
who sacrificed for their country. The Dominion president was a member of the Third and
Fourth Battalions of the Royal Canadian Regiment. He retired from the Beachville
Volunteer Fire Department in London, Ontario after 32 years of service. Please welcome
Royal Canadian Legion Dominion President Bruce Julian.

Greetings: Bruce Julian, Dominion President
The Royal Canadian Legion

That's going to be a pretty hard act to follow. Good afternoon, comrades, National
Commander Oxford, fellow guest speakers, officers, commanders, delegates, conference
guests, my comrades all, I'm honored to address The American Legion's conference this
year. I'm sure glad they let me in to speak with you today. As you know, the border between
Canada and the United States has been closed for quite a while, and I'm happy we finally
got the chance to get together to meet face to face. I can only hope they let me out.
(Laughter)

I want to set the stage with our shared history as allies. We have a longstanding respect
for one another that holds true today. Whether during two world wars, Korea, the Gulf, in
Afghanistan, or other conflicts, we have joined forces to become comrades. And we're good
neighbors too, most of the time. I'm happy The American Legion and the Royal Canadian
Legion remain good friends, and I know we will continue to learn from each other and
support one another's activities.

Today I want to tell you a bit about what's new in Canada. A few short days ago, we
elected a new executive team at the national level. I am proud to take on my new role as
dominion president with all the challenges and opportunities it brings and also because of
what I saw in our members from all backgrounds during the pandemic. They stepped up
and went well above and beyond. I witnessed great distress with branches having to close
for good. We lost over 20 of them. Others struggled to stay afloat, but they didn't give up
hope.

Our volunteers did whatever they could to continue serving our veterans and their
communities. That meant taking phone calls to check on veterans and seniors and also
showing up on doorsteps with hot nutritious meals. Branch members also went into
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overdrive, thinking of new ways to raise funds to stay operational. What they raised
through our poppy campaign each November must go directly into supporting veterans and
their dependents and cannot be used to keep the lights on or the bills paid. They came up
with initiatives like drive-thru meal services and new GoFundMe accounts, something that
we authorized for the first time because of the unprecedented circumstances.

At a national level, we had to reach into our reserves to free up $3 million to help
branches stay afloat. When there was still no end in sight to the lockdown, we redoubled
our efforts to receive financial support from the federal government. Something we hadn't
done in our almost 100-year history. Our strong advocacy work with the government
resulted in a $14 million support fund for our branches across the country. It literally saved
some of them from permanent closure, and we were very grateful to receive such support.
Today many of our branches are open again and are getting back on their feet, and we can
only hope for a brighter future ahead as the pandemic starts to recede.

This year the Royal Canadian Legion is commemorating the 100th anniversary of the
poppy symbol as a symbol of remembrance, and that milestone reminds us how crucial our
work has been over the last decades. A French lady named Anna Guerin was influenced,
like others, by Lieutenant Colonel John McCrae's poem "In Flanders' Fields." She started
a charity to rebuild the war-torn regions of France and later presented the poppy concept
to the Great War Veterans Association, the Legion's precursor, 100 years ago this past July.
Canada was the first of the British empire countries to approve this Inter-Allied poppy idea.
To help mark this milestone, Canada Post will issue a special stamp and the Royal
Canadian Mint will issue a unique coin. The poppy remains one of the most recognizable
symbols in Canada today. It is prevalent during our national poppy campaign, which now
distributes close to $20 million each year to help veterans and their families.

Our ten regions operate independently yet are connected to our headquarters in
Ottawa. Collectively, like you, they do a lot. We have 1,380 branches to serve veterans and
their families, promote remembrance, and support our communities. We hold local
remembrance ceremonies, and we plan and hold Canada's National Remembrance Day
ceremony each November in Ottawa.

We organize our country's largest track and field competition for two junior categories
of youth. As for programs, I'll mention just a few. Leave the Streets Behind is a national
program to help homeless and near homeless veterans. Our service bureau with service
officers across the country helps hundreds of veterans get their financial support or filling
out applications for benefits. We help and support veterans and their families transition to
civilian life. And Buddy Check Coffee holds events so veterans can get together and talk.

We've seen great growth and success with our work in Canada, but it takes members
to get it done. We need to attract new members from younger demographics. Before the
pandemic hit, we were seeing positive membership growth year over year, and despite the
ravages of the pandemic, we continue to welcome new faces in 2020. This year close to
14,000 new members have joined to date, and we hope that number will continue to grow.
We need members from all backgrounds, veterans or not. They are the dedicated people
who get the work done on the ground.

We are making it easier for people who believe in our mission to join, and we are
developing better processes and systems to keep members happy and informed. For
example, we turned in-person meetings and conferences into online events. We connected
through video conferencing, and for the first time, we have just held our national dominion
convention virtually. We also recently launched Operation Harmony with the aim to
discuss and combat discrimination in all its forms within the Legion and its membership,
wherever it may exist. We want to be inclusive, diverse, and equitable in everything we do.
We're in the beginning stages but plan on holding focus groups and discussions with our
ethnic communities. It's all about fulfilling our mission.

I've talked about some of our work, but I'll mention one more program we support,
which is Operation Vet Build. It was pioneered by a veteran member at a branch in Ontario,
who had seen something similar being done here in the states. His program has now grown
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to include over 20 locations across the country. Operation Vet Build offers a form of pure
support. Veterans can get together in a calming environment to build model planes, tanks,
cars, or whatever they wish. The program has received a lot of positive attention and
feedback. It's programs like this that are making a difference.

Looking ahead, we also remain focused on our advocacy work, like financial security
for ill and injured veterans and their families and improvements to long-term care for
veterans and all our seniors. An end to the backlog of veterans waiting to hear about the
status of their disability claims, government policies and practices that destigmatize mental
illness in the military and the veteran community. Programs that can improve mental health
outcomes, including mental health first aid, and national standards for psychiatric service
dogs and companion dogs for the Canadian Forces members dealing with PTSD.

The Royal Canadian Legion continues to welcome change. We must. We look
forward to maintaining close ties with you, The American Legion, as we approach our
second century of operation. We wish you the best as you tackle similar challenges. I hope
to speak with many of you while I am here, and maybe you can gather new ideas at this
conference. Thank you for having me here today and enjoy the rest of your conference as
you build your foundation for the future. Thank you, and may God bless us all. (Applause)

NATIONAL VICE COMMANDER FEUERBACH: A veteran of the U.S. Navy, our
next guest served as a submariner and diver, taking part in multiple deployments in support
of the Global War on Terrorism. He earned a Bachelor of Science degree at Florida State
University and a Master of Public Administration at Syracuse University. Please welcome
the President and CEO of Student Veterans of America Jared S. Lyon. (Applause)

Greetings: Jared S. Lyon, President and CEO
Student Veterans of America

Good afternoon. Thank you so much for the kind introduction. I'd also like to thank
National Commander Oxford for inviting Student Veterans of America to join you once
again, and also, it's great to see our National Adjutant Dan Wheeler. Great to see you so
much.

I want to say a special thanks, as I start off, to a couple of the folks in Washington,
D.C,, in the office that the American Legion maintains, but first I just want to thank each
of you for getting me out of Washington, D.C., for a couple of days. I appreciate it. A big
thank you to Chanin, John, and Joe. It's always a pleasure to work alongside you to
strengthen and improve the GI Bill and the economic opportunities that are available to
veterans and our families. I'm also joined here today by SVA's Vice President of
Government Affairs Lauren Augustine. Lauren is a combat veteran of Iraq, and we're very
thankful that she can be here with us.

Before we continue, we must acknowledge that we're officially out of Afghanistan,
and in another few days, we'll honor those that we lost with the 20" anniversary of the
attacks on September 11. The past few weeks have been incredibly difficult for me to watch
personally, and it's impossible during this time not to reflect on my own service and that of
our fellow veterans, active-duty servicemembers, and also the Guard and reserve, our
military families, our survivors, our caregivers, our allies and supporters, many of whom
are sitting right here with us today in this room.

If you feel anything like I do, I want you to know that you are not alone. You deserve
to be listened to, and we are here to support you. In observance of the 20 anniversary of
9/11, we've partnered with the 9/11 Day of Service organization and others to serve and
express volunteerism on the September 11 National Day of Service and remembrance. Our
shared goal is to inspire Americans to perform 20 million good deeds in remembrance and
in tribute of the 20™ anniversary of 9/11.

There's also a tremendous need coming in the weeks ahead to support, welcome, and
help resettle the tens of thousands of Afghan allies and refugees who are coming to



42

Proceedings of Tuesday, August 31, 2021

America. Our more than 1,500 SVA chapters and our awesome chapter leaders have a long
story of stepping up to support their communities. This time is no different. We are
encouraging those who want to get involved and to help with government agencies and
vetted nonprofits that are aiding in the resettlement efforts of our refugees and advocacy
efforts to partner with fellow organizations like The American Legion as much as possible
to support the resettlement effort.

I'd like to share with you that I would not be where I am today without the support of
both SVA and The American Legion, and I truly mean that. My great-grandfather served
in the Army in World War I, and I named my 19-month-old son after him, not too bad for
a Navy veteran to name his son after an Army veteran, but I guess that's a good one. My
grandfather and my wife's grandfather both served proudly in World War II, and my father-
in-law served proudly in the Marine Corps in Vietnam. All of them have had interactions
and benefited from The American Legion just as I have.

Personally, I arrived at recruit training command in Great Lakes to complete Navy
basic training on August 5, 2001, the day after my 19" birthday. I enlisted in a peacetime
military, and then I witnessed the events of September 11 on a taped television recording
in the days of events when I was at boot camp. We were no longer going to be shining our
boots and ironing our uniforms, we would be preparing, as my whole generation would,
for war. I deployed in support of the Global War on Terrorism and much like most of
today's servicemembers, I decided to pursue my education after my time in the service with
the GI Bill. I went on to earn an associate degree, my bachelor's degree from a small state
school in Tallahassee, Florida, called Florida State. Football season is upon us, so go
'Noles. And then I went on to get a master's degree from Syracuse University, and I'm
proud to stand before you today because I will leave this convention and start the fall
semester as a Ph.D. student at Syracuse University. (Cheers and applause)

Thank you. I'm going to need those cheers. The next five years are going to be hell.
But I'm not that dissimilar from those in my generation. When you look at it for post-9/11
veterans, nearly three out of four of us end up on a college campus within seven months
after we transition out of the military, making college some of the most common places
that you'll find my generation of veterans and making the GI Bill quite literally the front
door to the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs and what it means to be a veteran with
access to the benefits and the services that veterans are entitled to.

Today's student veterans get the benefit of the post-9/11 GI Bill, which is now an
opportunity for an education without expiration, thanks to our work together with The
American Legion on the Forever GI Bill. Without you, The American Legion, and the
support that you provide my generation of veterans, there would be no post-9/11 GI Bill.
In fact, in the early days of SVA, it was The American Legion that provided us with our
first office space in Washington, D.C., and it ushered in the beginning of the then brand-
new post-9/11 GI Bill back in 2008. The full name of the Forever GI Bill is, of course, the
Harry W. Colmery Veterans Educational Assistance Act of 2017, and it's this name that
was selected to honor one of our very own Legionnaires, a gentleman with a rich and
storied relationship with the Legion and the GI Bill, former National Commander Harry
W. Colmery, who is considered the architect of the GI Bill in 1944. Together the Legion,
SVA and others have continued Colmery's legacy by continuing to strengthen the GI Bill,
most recently by working together to finally close the 90/10 loophole, allowing predatory
schools to try to target the hard earned education benefits of veterans. For this generation
and all future generations of veterans, I wanted to say thank you to The American Legion.

I'm proud of our achievements, but we're not ready to rest on any laurels. We believe
that the GI Bill is the front door to the VA, and the first interaction that many newly
transitioned veterans will have with the Department of Veterans Affairs, and historically
our work together has been focused squarely on VA's education transition benefits to great
success. I'm excited to share with each of you that in focusing on the GI Bill as the front
door to the Department of Veterans Affairs, SVA is answering the call for our chapter
leaders and student veterans across the globe by expanding our advocacy efforts to speak
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to the importance of the access of the whole of VA, specifically VA health care, for student
veterans. As a start, we'll be looking to expand VA's integration for the academic leadership
program, better known as the vital program. Telehealth options for student veterans, and
access to VA vet centers as well as more comprehensive mental health care for ours and
every generation of veterans. We're excited for this new chapter in veteran advocacy for
Student Veterans of America, and we hope to continue to partner with The American
Legion on these new efforts. The voice of the American Legion is and will remain among
the most influential for veterans advocacy in Washington, D.C. We're also looking to build
on our great work with the forever GI Bill. While this piece of legislation is a culmination
of more than 20 individual bills, one component I'd like to focus on is the concerns of
science, technology, engineering, and math degrees, as these majors are vital to America's
national security.

The Edith Nourse Rogers STEM Scholarship offers $75 million annually to encourage
student veterans to not only pursue but complete their STEM degrees, but sadly presently
only 24.5% of this scholarship was used last year. Veterans have a high propensity to
succeed in STEM majors, but many are discouraged by poor academic advisement, and
many others will switch to another major before graduation date due to funding and time
issues. This should never happen, and that's why we're joining, together with our partners,
on a critical mission to improve the retention and outcomes for student veterans in high
demand fields such as STEM, while preventing, or even in some cases reducing need for
student debt.

At SVA, we seek to inspire tomorrow's leaders to achieve their greatest personal
potential. The COVID-19 pandemic created several unforeseen roadblocks to that mission,
but I'm proud to say in the year and a half since the pandemic began, we've been able to
protect education benefits and tuition as well as monthly housing allowance. We've been
able to support our student veterans as they switched to virtual and hybrid learning
environments and continue to deliver on a world class leadership and training programs so
that our chapters at the local level can continue to focus on the fellowship and camaraderie
that veterans so strongly desire when they separate from active duty.

Like always, we could not have done this work without the support of the American
Legion, and in January, we look forward to welcome all of our community back, as well
as yours, to our SVA's 14" Annual National Conference in Orlando, Florida. If you had
the opportunity to attend our conference before, it shouldn't surprise you that veterans have
some of the highest grade-point averages nationwide, as well as higher graduation rates
and success rates post-graduation when compared to traditional students who have never
served in the military. With the right support, student veterans and military-affiliated
students exceed all expectations, and together with the Legion, SVA can continue to bust
the myths that veterans are charity cases, that we're broken or perhaps not even smart
enough to go to college, let alone succeed after graduation. In fact, the truth is quite the
opposite.

I personally am a proud member of the American Legion, but I didn't join The
American Legion until three years ago. A lot of people have asked me, well, why hadn't
you joined sooner. My answer is actually pretty simple. Up to that point, no one had asked
me to join yet. Therefore, I encourage you to get involved with an SVA chapter that's
closest to your Legion post back home. Welcome my generation into the good work of The
American Legion and in your communities, and never be afraid to ask a younger veteran
to join the Legion. We want to continue to serve when we take off the cloth of our nation,
and The American Legion, in my opinion, is still one of the best places to continue to serve
as a veteran.

I want to thank you for your support and welcoming us here today to be with you in
person. It is pretty amazing to be at something in person. So, thanks for pulling it off,
American Legion. We pride ourselves on being at Student Veterans of America an
inclusive organization. We're all veterans, regardless of gender, who you love, or the era
of your service, are welcomed with open arms and equal opportunity to continue to serve.
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I wanted to share with you, just a quick personal anecdote, talking about The American
Legion. Our Vice President of Student Affairs Lauren Augustine is sitting in the first row,
who by the way traveled all the way here to be at this American Legion convention eight
months pregnant with what's going to be a beautiful baby girl. So, if we could give it up to
Lauren. (dpplause)

More than that, she's an Army veteran who served a combat tour in Iraq and is not yet
a member of the American Legion. Not acceptable. So just backstage, we were with your
executive director of the D.C. office, and Chanin asked Lauren to serve. She will not be
leaving Phoenix, Arizona, without becoming a member of our American Legion. So,
congratulations and welcome, Lauren. Lauren and I look forward to hearing from the rest
of the rest of the speakers throughout this convention and continuing our long and lasting
relationship with one of the best veteran organizations in the United States, our American
Legion. Thanks for having us here and thanks for supporting our nation's student veterans.
I can't wait to speak with some of you throughout the rest of the day. Thank you. (Applause)

...National Commander Oxford resumed the Chair.

NATIONAL COMMANDER OXFORD: The American Legion has a strong and
mutually beneficial relationship with the organization led by our next guest. USAA, like
The American Legion, cares about financial security for families of current military
members and of veterans from previous generations. The president and CEO of USAA has
more than 30 years of experience at this great company. He is a graduate of Tulane
University and completed executive training programs at Harvard, Duke, Stanford and
Wharton. Please give a warm American Legion welcome to USAA CEO and President
Wayne Peacock. (dpplause)

Greetings: Wayne Peacock, President and CEO
USAA

Thank you, Commander Oxford, and I am honored by your warm welcome although
I'd say this time in Arizona warm welcomes can be a little too hot. Maybe we'll get a little
relief here today. Good afternoon to all of you, honorable members of The American
Legion, the Legion Auxiliary, and the Sons of The American Legion. I truly appreciate the
opportunity to address you on behalf of USAA's 13 million members, but most importantly,
our 36,000 passionate and dedicated employees.

There's no finer calling than serving our nation, particularly during times of conflict
and tension. So, I wanted to say thank you for your service. Our nation owed you so much.
Including all who have served in Afghanistan and all who have supported those who have
served there as well. We will never forget your valor and sacrifice. I also want to give a
special shout out to the many, many volunteers who devoted their time and talent to
organizing and executing this convention. I know it can't be easy during a pandemic, so
please join me in a round of applause for everyone who made this possible. (4dpplause)

For more than a century, The American Legion has fulfilled the pledge in the
Preamble of your Constitution to inculcate a sense of duty and obligation to the community,
the state, and the nation. We see your civic leadership in action in Southington,
Connecticut. There the Legionnaires of Kiltonic Post 72 collect donated laptop computers
and give them to deploying military members, to patients at Walter Reed, and the residents
of Connecticut veteran homes. To date, Post 72 has given away more than 4,000 computers,
every one of them a vital connection to loved ones and a much bigger world.

We see your impact in Springfield, Pennsylvania. There Legion Post 227 is hanging
Hometown Heroes banners on light posts around town, all to honor the memory of native
sons and daughters who made the ultimate sacrifice, either in the military or as first
responders.

And we see it in Savage, Minnesota, where Dan Patch Post 643 once again awarded
$14,000 in scholarships this summer to help young high school graduates go to college to
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pursue their dreams and to contribute greatly to society. These are just a few of the
countless ways the Legion brings life to a commitment to community and to country.

USAA is proud of our deep relationship with you and delighted to sponsor this 102"
annual convention. USAA too has been around for almost a century. We're about 300 days
away from our 100" birthday, so we share a very distinct history with you. In fact, we share
600,000 members in common, and most importantly, we share a deeply felt core value of
service to our members, to the broader military community, and the communities where
we work and live.

Commander Oxford asked me today to talk about some of the unique ways that USAA
stepped up to live that core value of service during the pandemic's challenges, and I'll tell
you that everything starts with taking care of our employees. Some of you may remember
Major General Joe Robles, who was USAA's CEO, when he spoke at this convention in
2013 and 2014. Joe is one of my mentors, and his philosophy was simple. Take really great
care of USAA employees, and they'll take really great care of USAA members. So, when
the pandemic hit just a few weeks after I became CEO, in fact, I tell folks that I got 19 days
of grace before the pandemic became a reality, I really stepped up and drew on that advice
from Joe.

To prevent COVID from spreading at work, we moved 30,000 of our employees to
work from home in just nine days, and then we gave them a lot of reassurances. We covered
the cost of COVID-related testing and medical care. We gave them three extra weeks of
emergency paid time off to deal with their own COVID-related issues or those of their
family members. And we set up drive-through distribution for meals for our employees to
take home because we recalled that so many restaurants and stores closed their doors at
that time.

You know what, it turns out that General Robles was right. Our team members paid
it forward by going above and beyond to deliver for our members. Team USAA rallied to
create some financial breathing room for more than 1 million of our member families. We
deferred payments on credit cards and loans. We offered special payment arrangements on
their insurance premiums, and we waived nonsufficient funds charges and other fees. And
then we covered the cost of COVID testing and care under our Medicare supplement
insurance, and when auto accident claims dropped because people weren't driving, we
responded by putting money back into our members' pockets. In all, we returned $1 billion
to our auto policyholders through three rounds of special dividends at a time where I know
every dollar mattered for many of them. (Applause)

As we helped our members, they showed us how much it meant to them. I will tell
you I and we have received countless notes, e-mails, and survey responses thanking and
praising our frontline representatives. We stand head and shoulders above all of our
competitors in almost every independent measure of customer satisfaction and loyalty.
Nine times out of ten, our members give us an "A" when they grade their interactions with
us. I would say it's the envy of the financial services industry. But for me, nine out of ten
is not enough. We strive to be ten of ten on a go forward basis.

So, we're investing billions of dollars right now to become even more efficient and
more responsive. We're modernizing our processes and technology to improve our
experiences for you, to update our products, and to make sure that our teammates, our
people are at their best every day. Serving our members also means supporting other
organizations that fight for them. Over the years, we've invested tens of millions of dollars
into mission-aligned causes, causes such as ending veteran homelessness, supporting
veteran run businesses, and sponsoring Memorial Day programs and education just to name
a few. But when needs intensified last year, so did our support. USAA and the USAA
Foundation committed close to $90 million to advance pandemic-related relief, education,
civic bridge-building, and other vital goals, and members of our employee Team USAA
have backed that up by giving another $15 million from their own pockets since the
beginning of 2020. They've also invested thousands of their hours just as you do in
volunteering through remote and direct service in their own home communities.
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I'd say it's in our DNA at USAA to step up in challenging times. Each time we respond
to a disaster, it reinforces a lesson that our military members and military veteran
employees learn through uniform. When times are tough, we pull through by pulling
together. And at no time is that more true than today as we respond to Hurricane Ida and
we position our teams to be able to respond and support the over 1 million people that are
in the path of that storm and especially the folks in southern Louisiana, who will suffer and
are suffering greatly from the impact from Ida.

That's a lesson for our country, I think, in this time of division and challenge, and 1
would say The American Legion, the Auxiliary, and the Sons of The American Legion can
once again, like they've done for a century, provide the leadership that our nation sorely
needs. By demonstrating the power of coming together in something larger than any one
of us by ourselves. You have a noble legacy as veterans strengthening America. From the
diamonds of American Legion baseball to the gatherings of Boys State and Girls State to
your role as champions of our veterans and their interests, USAA is honored to support you
in setting such a civic example and to join you in supporting the strengthening of America,
strengthening our armed forces and our veterans.

And finally, we are honored by each one of you who trusts USAA to help achieve
financial security. I would say, just as you heard from Jason, if you haven't had a chance
to tell your friends about how great USAA is, they're probably just waiting for you to make
that ask of them. So please help us out along the way. But lastly, I just want to say to
everyone out here today, God bless you and God bless America. (dpplause).

Presentation: National Society of the Sons of American Revolution

NATIONAL VICE COMMANDER LIEBENOW: Commander, I am honored to
present to you an award on behalf of David Lee Wright, Esq., Society of the Sons of the
American Revolution, President General, who unfortunately could not be with us here
today. The citation reads: Society of the Sons of the American Revolution, presented to
James W. Oxford, national commander of The American Legion, the Distinguished Patriot
Award in recognition of your support to youth education, patriotism, citizenship and
assistance to war-time veterans and families. David Lee Wright, president general,
N.S.S.AR. (Applause)

NATIONAL COMMANDER OXFORD: Thank you. Ladies and gentlemen, the next
order of business is a letter of greetings from the Korean Veterans Association.

Greetings: General (Ret.) Kim Jin-ho, Chairman
Korean Veterans Association

ANNOUNCER: Dear National Commander James W. "Bill" Oxford, thank you very
much for your letter on July 15 inviting me to The American Legion's 102" Annual
National Convention in Phoenix, Arizona. I had a valuable opportunity to attend the 100"
National Convention in Minneapolis in 2018 and made a congratulatory speech. Let me
inform you that I have fond memories of being able to feel the great history of The American
Legion through the event. I know that it is a great honor be able to attend such an important
event and I'm very sorry, however, that I had to RSVP on July 15 saying I could not accept
the invitation due to the impact of the Corona pandemic. It is very regretful that I couldn't
mabke it as I was looking forward to seeing each other during your tenure. Please allow me
to wish you all the very best for the 102" Annual National Convention. I respect you as
national commander for your outstanding leadership and The American Legion greatly
elevating its leadership in leading The American Legion and greatly elevating its status
during a difficult time due to the worldwide spread of COVID-19. I wish The American
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Legion all the best and hope you and your family stay healthy. Sincerely yours, Retired
General Kim Jin-ho, chairman of the Korean Veterans Association.

NATIONAL COMMANDER OXFORD: Our next order of business is video
greetings from the minister of the Veterans Affairs Council of the Republic of China.

Greetings: General (Ret.) Feng Shih-Kaun, Minister
Veterans Affairs Council, Republic of China

Good morning, National Commander Oxford and distinguished guests. [ am minister
of the Veterans Affairs Council, Republic of China, and a more than 40 years Air Force
veteran. Many thanks to National Commander Oxford's sincere invitation. Due to the
restrictions on international travel on the COVID-19 pandemic, which put me unable to
participate in this event. On behalf of the Veterans Affairs Council and all veterans from
Taiwan, I would like to express our sincere blessing through this video.

The Republic of China and The American Legion have a very profound history of
interaction. As early as August 30, 1954, the first lady, Madam Chiang, was invited to
attend and give a speech at The American Legion's annual convention held in Washington,
D.C. In 2019, President Tsai once again delivered a remark at the annual convention in
Indianapolis, Indiana. Through video clips pre-recorded highlight the long-term friendship
between VAC and AL thoroughly. When COVID-19 was raging last year with the
widespread shortage of face masks, Taiwan's representative office in the United States
managed to present 250,000 surgical masks just in time to Americans.

When National Commander Oxford and his delegation visited VAC two years ago,
we exchanged our views on promoting our bilateral interaction to a higher level to achieve
this goal. VAC will assign coordinators to Washington, D.C., to work towards this goal
from next year. As stated above, I think we can keep working on the following directions.

First, since VAC owns a comprehensive and advanced international level veteran
hospital system, we may consider cooperation and interaction between our veteran hospital
system to provide higher quality and preferential services and exchanges. Second, VAC
welcomes you to visit Taiwan to understand how we take care of our veterans. We keep
our long-term friendship based upon the shared common values. They are freedom,
democracy, peace, human rights, and international justice. U.S. military has been working
so hard for this noble value, whether during World War II, Korean War, Vietnam War in
the last century, or even the Global War on Terrorism in this century.

Taiwan's location in the middle of the first island chain poses a unique strategic
position. We will do our best to enhance the security, peace, and economy in the region. In
the early morning of June 6 this year, U.S. Air Force C-17 carried three cross-party U.S.
senators to Taiwan in a whirlwind manner. They are Democratic Senator Tammy
Duckworth, Republican Senator Dan Sullivan, and Democratic Senator Chris Coons
respectively. I very much admire Senator Duckworth's dedication to her country, whether
she was on the battlefield, serving as assistant secretary of VA, or a member of Congress.
Her speech emphasized that we are friends. We cherish our partnership helping each other
in need is what friends are. She also said that, as Taiwan faces the challenges brought by
the pandemic, she understood Taiwan's urgent needs. At the beginning of the COVID-19
last year, Taiwan also donated medical supplies to the United States. Therefore, she wanted
to thank Taiwan and contribute 750,000 doses of vaccine to Taiwan on behalf of all
Americans. What she said has deeply touched me. Thank you very much for your sincere
value to Taiwan. Both Senator Coons and Sullivan also says the United States' support for
Taiwan's prosperity, democracy, and security remains solid. At the same time, they will
continue to promote legislation to consolidate the Taiwan-U.S. relationship.

I want to thank you for your support for Taiwan from the bottom of my heart. Thank
you for your extremely high level of strategic thinking and the adoption of resolutions each
year to express support for us. The strategic relationship between Taiwan and the United



48

Proceedings of Tuesday, August 31, 2021

States has made considerable progress recently. For example, the U.S. Congress passed the
Taiwan Travel Act and the Asian Reassurance Initiative Act in 2018. The Taiwan Alliance
International Protection and Enhancement Initiative Act passed in 2019. The Taiwan
Assurance Act in 2020. These acts are all critical and profoundly affect the security and
stability of Taiwan and the Asia-Pacific region. I believe that the continuous attention from
all of you to Taiwan benefits to the stability and prosperity of the Asia-Pacific region.
Taiwan also will continue to fulfill our responsibilities to maintain our security.

Finally, I look forward to the ending of the COVID-19 and the early lifting of the
global travel restrictions. I sincerely welcome you to visit Taiwan and get to know how we
take good care of our veterans by combining veterans hospitals and veterans homes as an
integrated pyramid service system. I wish the 102" National Convention of The American
Legion a complete success, and good health and well-being to all of you. Thank you.
(Applause) ...The Convention viewed a video. (Applause)

National Commander's Report to Convention
James W. "Bill" Oxford, North Carolina, National Commander

American Legion Family, delegates and guests. After the year that we just
experienced, it is fitting that we meet in the city named for a mythical bird. Though
America was never in ashes, Phoenix is where our National Convention, after a two-year
absence, has risen. The truth is, our organization and the nation that we love so much, have
faced challenges during this pandemic that most of us have never experienced in our
lifetimes. Tremendous challenges require tremendous response, and the American Legion
Family has proven that it was up to the task. From setting up supply and relief centers to
conducting virtual job fairs, posts and departments continued to do what the American
Legion Family has always done. Serve our communities and our country. With thousands
of posts performing outstanding services in their communities, in spite of COVID, most
will go unrecognized. But praise and attention isn't what motivates most Legionnaires. You
see: It's the inner satisfaction that we get when we live up to our motto "Veterans
Strengthening America."

In racing terms, I do not know how many more laps we have to go until we finally
defeat this pandemic and the variants. I do know that week-after-week this year, the phrase
"Ladies & Gentlemen, Start Your Engines" has taken on a special meaning. The #48
American Legion INDYCAR has been driven by a past Indy 500 winner and by one of
racing's all-time greats. It's also been driven by someone who has led the NTT INDYCAR
Series for most of this season. Alex Palou. But that is what the Chip Ganassi team brings
to the table, experience and respect. It kind of reminds me of a certain veterans
organization. That bears the name American Legion. But it brings attention to issues that
impact all veterans, families and young people who benefit from our programs and our
services. It races for all the posts that stood up while society shut down during the COVID-
19 pandemic. I truly believe that we are well past the 400 mile-point of this 500-mile
national health emergency, which has already taken more than 600,000 American lives. As
soon as the vaccines became available, we have encouraged people to take them. Many
American Legion posts have become vaccination sites. It's just another example of
"Veterans Strengthening America." Even those who haven't been infected with COVID-19
have been impacted health-wise. A recent survey revealed that 61 percent of American
adults reported a weight gain. 1 did. (Laughter)

Fortunately, The American Legion has about a hundred solutions for this weight gain.
If you haven't registered for the 100 Miles for Hope, please do so. We've still got time. It
still is not too late to support a great program and to get in shape. Lose a little weight. Get
healthier. Nobody says that you should stop exercising when this year's campaign, that's
September 6, just a couple of days from now. There are 55 departments represented at this
convention. Think of all the cumulative weight and cardiovascular diseases that could be
prevented and general health benefits that would occur if we can convince the majority of
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our Legion Family members and friends to join us in this 100 Miles for Hope challenge.
You don't have to run a marathon. If you visit our website www.legion.org you can see
there are probably a thousand different activities that you can choose from. Even riding a
motorcycle can count. Besides getting fit, we need to remember and recognize its true
purpose. That is to support our Veterans & Children Foundation. That's two of our Pillars,
in just one sentence.

In October 2020, your National Executive Committee passed an historic resolution.
The NEC called for America to take a new direction in the Global War on Terrorism. We
do not believe authorizations for the use of military force should be endless. It's time to
end those forever wars. Our hearts ache for the loss of life that has occurred in Afghanistan.
We have not seen the safe and orderly evacuation of our fellow Americans, our Afghan
allies and their families that we had hoped. We will continue to advocate that safe passage
be provided to those who assisted our military during those long deployments. They fought
shoulder to shoulder along with our men and women. (4pplause)

But we also must be willing to support any efforts to strike back hard against those
who carried out terrorist attacks on Americans. Preventing future terrorist attacks must
remain a priority. To all of America's Afghanistan veterans I say, thank you for your noble
and heroic service there. You have kept us safe for 20 years and have made it possible for
thousands to flee from the oppressive grip of the Taliban. (4pplause)

You also brought down the architects of 9/11. We empathize with the emotional toll
taken by recent events on our Afghan vets. I had many similar feelings when Saigon fell.
Political and diplomatic failures, however, are in no way a reflection of our great military
members who have done everything that was asked of them. (4pplause)

The American Legion asks our senior government leaders to institute a far better
evacuation and withdrawal for Iraq. We need to continue expediting special immigration
visas for interpreters and their families. We simply cannot and must not abandon our allies.
Our Preamble was recently updated to "preserve the memories and incidents of our
associations in all wars." This is yet another reason that The American Legion strongly
supports the dedication of a national memorial on the Washington Mall for those who
fought and sacrificed in the Global War on Terrorism. (Applause)

Senator Joni Ernst and Representative Jason Crow, both veterans, one a Republican,
the other a Democrat, have sponsored legislation that will finally give the men and women
who fought this long war their overdue recognition. As our troops came home, Congress
and the White House must ensure that all of their health issues are addressed. The American
Legion was instrumental in the awarding of Agent Orange-related benefits to our Vietnam
War veterans. But the toxic exposures didn't end there. Water at Camp Lejeune, open-air
burn pits, contaminants at a far-off base called K2 and environmental hazards have taken
their toll on the health of military members, veterans and families.

Paul Laird was on the cover of the March 2016 issue of the Legion magazine. The
Army veteran from Otisfield, Maine, operated a bulldozer in 1977, as he participated in
radioactive clean-up at Enewetak Atoll in the Marshall Islands. When he spoke to The
American Legion, he had already suffered three bouts of cancer but was denied VA
disability compensation because, like others who served in the clean-up operations, they
were not actually in the islands when the atomic testing took place. The logic behind these
denials is absurd. Do you really think it would be safe to live and work in Chernobyl, even
though the accident at the Russian plant occurred years ago? In this case, Paul Laird lost
his life on March 20, 2019. He was 62. It's time for Congress to pass the Toxic Exposure
in the American Military Act, also known as the TEAM Act. The American Legion fought
tirelessly over decades for our Vietnam veterans to receive the benefits that many have
died waiting to receive. We must fight just as hard for or even harder for the current
generation of heroes.

And I know everybody has heard this. We've all heard young veterans ask us, "What's
in it for me, The American Legion? It's a fair question. But I say to them, don't listen to us,
watch us. Watch us fight hard for their benefits and well-being. Watch us organize and
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operate our children and youth programs. Watch us support and provide temporary
financial assistance to families during times of need. Look at the million dollars we
provided to Coast Guard families last year. Watch our National Emergency Fund provide
a lifeline to victims of natural disasters. Watch us check on veterans and their buddies, not
to sign them up as members, but simply say, "We're here. We want to help, we can help.
Tell us what we can help with."

Actions matter and I've seen plenty of posts providing extremely vital service to
communities across the country that were truly hurting because of the pandemic. But I
would be remiss if I did not ask for your prayers and support to the victims of the recent
floods, tropical storms, hurricanes that's happening on the East Coast now, but The
American Legion always, always looks after its neighbors in need. No one single thing we
can do as American Legion members, but there are important things like our Buddy Check.
There are many reasons to do a buddy check. Providing information about a VA service or
post activity could be one. Simply offering assistance to move garbage cans from the street
to the back of the house. A trip to the grocery store. Those are things that our Buddy Check
can help with.

But what if the veteran you contacted was contemplating suicide when he or she
received your call? You can make a life-or-death difference. You can be the call that
convinces that veteran that he is valued and appreciated. You can be the call that convinces
her that there is a community of veterans, us, called The American Legion, that cares about
her well-being. You can be the person to convince the veteran to call the Crisis Hotline.
Memorize the number. 1-800-273-8255 extension one. Memorize it. Put it out there. Put it
in your phone. That's 1-800-273-8255, extension one. Last year, more than one active-duty
servicemember per day died by suicide. And they're just a part of a group of veterans, 20
of them, per day that took their own lives. These numbers are not just statistics. Each and
every one is a national tragedy. The military is working hard to remove all stigmas
associated with seeking therapeutic help. The American Legion is embarking on a new
suicide prevention program. Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin recently said, and we've
heard this before, "Mental health is health, period." I couldn't agree more.

We just discussed some of the vital services and programs provided by The American
Legion. All great. But it's always been "Service first, membership second." But
membership is the foundation upon which our Four Pillars stand and operate. [ believe that
going into the spring of last year, before COVID, we had the momentum and a great
opportunity to reach our goals. But the COVID pandemic changed that plan for the year
and most of this year. Response, protection and service, reaching out, became our greatest
priorities. It is time once again to make membership a priority. It is not just the foundation
for our pillars but it's the foundation for the future of our organization.

Many years ago, the Wall Street Journal ran a headline that stated "The American
Legion, once civic and social power is slowly fading away." The article said, "The old
members are dying off and the young ones aren't interested." My reaction to that, is happy
50" birthday to them. That was published in May of 1971. I don't know if that reporter is
still around, but we still are. (Applause)

Ladies and gentlemen, America has just been through hell and back. We've lost many
members of our American Legion Family to the coronavirus. But like the Phoenix, we are
still here, still strong. We haven't risen. We never left. (dpplause)

Just want to finish with just one other thing, I want to say God bless America and
hope you enjoy the rest of the convention. (Applause)

NATIONAL COMMANDER OXFORD: At this time I would like to call on National
Adjutant Daniel S. Wheeler of the Department of Virginia to issue the Call for Convention.
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Call for Convention
Daniel S. Wheeler, Virginia, National Adjutant

The 102" Annual National Convention of The American Legion is hereby called to
meet in Phoenix, Arizona, August 31-September 2, 2021. The convention business sessions
will be held in the Phoenix Convention Center starting at 8:00 a.m. each day.

Purpose

The Annual National Convention is The American Legion’s legislative body. The
convention is called for the purpose of setting The American Legion’s programs for the
ensuing year, amending the national constitution and by-laws, and transacting such other
business as may be brought before it.

On Thursday, September 2, 2021, by twelve o'clock (noon) of the final session, or at
the conclusion of all other business of the national convention, whichever first occurs,
officers for the ensuing year will be elected, these being the national commander and five
national vice commanders, in that sequence.

Representation
Representation in the convention shall be by department, and in accordance with the
provisions of the national constitution (Article V, Section 3), to wit: “... each department

shall be entitled to five delegates and one additional delegate for each one thousand
members, or major fraction thereof, whose current dues have been received by the national
treasurer 30 days prior to the meeting of said convention (July 30, 2021) and whose
registration fees, as fixed by the National Executive Committee, for its total authorized
delegate strength, have been paid; and to one alternate for each delegate."

In addition to the above, the members of the National Executive Committee are
delegates to the national convention with vote, which “shall be exercised with their
respective departments, except that the vote of the national commander shall be exercised
only in his capacity as chairman of the National Convention.” (Article VII, Section 3)
“Each duly registered delegate shall be entitled to one vote.” (Article V, Section 4)
Delegates to the national convention shall be accredited in writing to the national adjutant
in the number and manner prescribed by articles V, VI and VII, of our national constitution.

The rights of departments to make and accredit substitutes for absentee delegates or
alternate delegates shall be recognized by the national adjutant, provided that such
substitution shall be officially certified by the department commander or department
adjutant at the time of the certification required by the national constitution or at any time
prior to adjournment of the first session of the National Convention.

Alternate Delegates

Alternates shall have the power to vote only in the absence of regular delegates. The
selection of alternates to represent absent delegates is a matter for decision within the
respective delegations. The vote of any registered absent delegates who are not represented
by an alternate shall be cast by the majority of the registered delegates present from his/her
department.

National Executive Committee

A meeting of the new National Executive Committee will be held at the call of the
national commander within twenty-four hours after the adjournment of the National
Convention, as provided by the national by-laws.

Department Officials
Department officials, unless elected as delegates or alternates to the National
Convention, have no privileges in the convention except as guests of their respective
delegations.
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Convention Committee
Americanism, Convention Committee Joint Meeting
Americanism — One Delegate
Children & Youth - One Delegate
Constitutional Amendments - One Delegate
Credentials & Rules - One Delegate
Finance - One Delegate
Internal Affairs
Membership - One Delegate
Other Internal Matters - One Delegate
Legislation - One Delegate
National Security
Aerospace - One Delegate
Conventional Armed Forces - One Delegate
Foreign Relations - One Delegate
Law and Order & Homeland Security - One Delegate
Military Benefits & Quality of Life - One Delegate
National Guard & Reserve Forces - One Delegate
Unconventional Forces & Intelligence - One Delegate
Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation
Health Administration - One Delegate
National Cemetery - One Delegate
Veterans Benefits - One Delegate
Veterans Employment & Education
Employment & Veterans Preference - One Delegate
Veterans Education, Other Benefits & Homelessness — One Delegate.

NATIONAL COMMANDER OXFORD: Thank you very much, Mr. Adjutant. [ now
declare the 102" Annual National Convention of The American Legion to be regularly
convened. The Chair now recognizes George West of New Hampshire, chairman of the
National Convention Committee on Credentials and Rules, for the purpose of making a
report.

Report: Convention Committee on Credentials & Rules
George West, New Hampshire, Chairman

Commander Oxford, and my fellow delegates: Thirty-eight delegates to the
Committee on Credentials and Rules met at 8:30 a.m., August 29, 2021, in the Sheraton,
Valley of the Sun Ballroom C-E, 2nd Level. George West (NH) was elected Chairman, and
C.W. Sparks (TX) was elected Secretary. The Committee proceeded to the business agenda
by considering the Rules of the Convention. A motion was unanimously approved by the
Committee to adopt the Standing Rules of the Convention as they appear in the Uniform
Code of Procedures for Organizing National Conventions of The American Legion which
approved the revised edition of May 10-11, 2017.

It was regularly moved, seconded and carried to accept the Delegate Strength Report
as reported by the National Adjutant certifying membership 30 days prior to National
Convention which is based upon the provisions of Section 3, Article V, of the National
Constitution which the National Adjutant just stated in the Call for Convention.

In accordance with the membership report certified to the Convention Committee on
Credentials and Internal Affairs by the National Adjutant on August 3, 2021, and in
accordance with Article V of the National Constitution, the voting strength of the 55
Departments is 2,047 plus the National Commander for a total of 2,048 delegates to the
National Convention allocated as follows:
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Alabama 26 Montana 16
Alaska 13 Nebraska 34
Arizona 45 Nevada 14
Arkansas 17 New Hampshire 21
California 93 New Jersey 45
Colorado 28 New Mexico 16
Connecticut 23 New York 98
Delaware 15 North Carolina 45
Dist. Of Col. 7 North Dakota 18
Florida 124 Ohio 90
France 19 Oklahoma 22
Georgia 47 Oregon 24
Hawaii 9 Pennsylvania 140
Idaho 16 Philippines 7
Illinois 80 Puerto Rico 9
Indiana 77 Rhode Island 10
Iowa 47 South Carolina 30
Kansas 30 South Dakota 24
Kentucky 26 Tennessee 31
Louisiana 24 Texas 70
Maine 23 Utah 13
Maryland 53 Vermont 16
Massachusetts 40 Virginia 53
Mexico 7 Washington 30
Michigan 69 West Virginia 21
Minnesota 73 Wisconsin 58
Mississippi 17 Wyoming 12
Missouri 42

The Credentials and Rules Committee did not receive any resolutions for
consideration or action. It was also regularly moved, seconded and carried that the
Committee Chairman and Secretary be authorized to sign the report on behalf of the
Committee.

Thank you, Commander Oxford, for the privilege to make this report. Commander,
as duly elected and registered delegate from the Department of New Hampshire, I move
that the Report of the Convention Committee on Credentials and Rules to include the
aforementioned delegate strength report and adoption of the standing rules of the
convention as they appear in the Uniform Code of Procedures for organizing National
Conventions of The American Legion be approved. Thank you. ...Second.

NATIONAL COMMANDER OXFORD: Any discussion? Hearing none, All in favor
say aye. All opposed, say nay. The report of Credentials and Rules is accepted. I'll now
entertain a motion to adopt the rules of convention.

FROM THE FLOOR: So moved. ...Second.

NATIONAL COMMANDER OXFORD: Any discussion? All in favor say aye.
Opposed nay. The rules of convention are adopted. The Chair recognizes Myron Kirby of
Illinois, chairman of the National Convention Committee on Finance, for the purpose of
making a report.

Report: Convention Committee on Finance
Myron Kirby, Illinois, Chairman

Forty-One members met at the Sheraton, Phoenix Ballroom, Sections A & B, 3% Floor
at 9 a.m. on Sunday, August 29, 2021, in Phoenix, Arizona. Robert Bradley (Indiana),
Corporate Financial Controller, opened the meeting as staff liaison and informed the
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committee that nominations were in order for Chairman and Secretary. Myron D. Kirby
(Illinois) was elected chairman, and Carl E. Levi (Tennessee) was elected secretary, by
unanimous vote.

Reports were received from Paul Evenson (South Dakota) Chairman of the Marketing
Commission, and Walter Ivie (Texas) Chairman of the Media and Communications
Commission.

Chairman Kirby reported that the 2020 consolidated financial statements were audited
by Crowe LLP who issued an unqualified opinion.

The Chairman then introduced the National Treasurer, Shawn T. Long, CPA
(Indiana), who updated the committee on the economy. Treasurer Long completed his
report with a recommendation for national per capita to remain $18.50. Robert Morrell
(New York) made a motion to keep dues at $18.50. The motion was seconded by George
Lussier (Virginia) and adopted by unanimous vote.

Chairman Kirby then introduced Robert Bradley (Indiana) to report on the financial
position and activities of the National organization.

Secretary Levi then read the resolve clause of Res. 1.

Resolution No. 1

Department: Nebraska

Subject: WITHDRAW #48 INDYCAR TEAM SPONSORSHIP

A motion was made by Paul A. Morin (Massachusetts), seconded by Robert Morrell
(New York) to refer to the Finance Commission for further review, which was approved
by unanimous vote.

Jack Monahan (Connecticut) moved to empower the Chairman and Secretary to write
and/or amend the report on behalf of the Convention Committee on Finance. Robert
Skinner (Idaho) seconded the motion, which was adopted by unanimous vote.

As being no further business, the meeting recessed at 9:50 a.m.

Being a duly elected delegate to this convention, I move to adopt this Report of
Finance as given, commander. ...Second.

NATIONAL COMMANDER OXFORD: We have a motion and a second to adopt
the Finance report. Is there any discussion? Hearing none, all in favor, please indicate by
the usual sign. All opposed? The report of Finance is adopted. Next, we will be accepting
donations, first, for the Veterans & Children Foundation, then American Legion Charities
and after that the National Emergency Fund.

... National Vice Commander Liebenow assumed the Chair.

Collection of Donations

DELEGATE HAGGAN (FR): Doug Haggan, along with Past National Commander
Jimmie Foster, Foreign and Outlying Departments and Posts of The American Legion,
FODPAL proudly donates $500 to the commander's program.

DELEGATE WOODS (ME): Lloyd Woods, from the great state of Maine,
representing the past national vice commanders. The club would like to present $500.

UNIDENTIFIED DELEGATE: On behalf of the National Association of Sergeants-
at-Arms of The American Legion, we proudly present a check for $1,000.

DELEGATION CHAIRMAN KESSNER (IA): Past Department Commander and
Delegation Chairman James Kessner, Department of Iowa. Along with three other people,
we present a check of $1,000 to the EF fund. And from a private donation of 550, For a
total of $1,550.

DELEGATION CHAIRMAN NEWELL (NJ): Robert Newell, delegation chairman,
and John Baker, department adjutant, from the department of New Jersey, the Garden State,
we proudly present $5,000 to the commander's fund.

DELEGATE JOHN (PA) Bob John, the immediate past department commander for
Pennsylvania, along with our current department commander, Mike Murphy, our



55

Proceedings of Tuesday, August 31, 2021

department adjutant and our Alternate NEC, we are proud to present a check for $30,617
to the Veterans & Children Foundation.

DELEGATE EIDEN (MN) Commander, Ray Eiden from Falldin Post 555,
Minneapolis, Minnesota donates $100 for the Children's Foundation Fund.

DELEGATE RICKER (MN): My name is Lloyd Ricker with the Minnesota American
Legion Foundation. We are very proud that we can donate $20,000 to the World War 1
Memorial in Washington D.C., basically to thank the doughboys and the World War I vets
that started us. With me today I am fortunate, [ have some board members, Bruce Codham.
Ryan Hill. Also members of the board are our outgoing delegation chairman, Mark Dvorak;
Commander Tom Fernlund. And then we're very fortunate to have with us people that
represent us on a national level. Of course, you know Past National Commander Dan
Ludwig; NEC Bill Barbknecht and Alternate NEC Peggy Moon.

UNIDENTIFIED DELEGATE (MN): Minnesota also donates $6,000 to the National
Emergency Fund

UNIDENTIFIED DELEGATE (MN): Commander, just from passing the hat from
our Minnesota delegation, we want to donate $21 to each of your funds for the National
Emergency Fund, The American Legion Children's Fund, and then also the VCF Fund.

DELEGATE BROOKS (NH): Oliver Brooks, department commander of the state of
New Hampshire. With me is Department Vice Commander Maurice Anderson. We'd like
to donate $1,000 to the National Emergency Fund.

DELEGATION CHAIRMAN GRIGSBY (MO): Commander Oxford, I'm Gary
Grigsby, department commander Missouri and also the delegate chair. With me is Mark
Clark, the ALR national chair. And the Department of Missouri will be contributing $342
to the Veterans & Children's Foundation and for the National Emergency Fund, $2,550.

DELEGATE FRIEND (OH): Roger Friend, immediate past commander from Ohio,
with NEF being my project, I'm pleased to present you a check from the Department of
Ohio for $11,879, and Ohio Charities for $10,000. Totaling $21,879.

DELEGATE WEBER (OR): Commander Oxford, Don Webber department
commander, Rob Liebenow, national vice commander, Past National Commander Charlie
Schmidt, NECman Andy Milar and Vice Commander Larry Whitmeyer, representing the
Department of Oregon, home of the Sons of The American Legion, we're proud to present
$5,000 to the Veterans & Children's Foundation.

DELEGATE MOMEN (MI): On behalf of Delegation Chairman Barry Wood and
myself, Membership Director Brian Momen, the delegation from the department of the
great state of Michigan is pleased to present $500 to the Veterans & Children Foundation.

DELEGATE SCANLON (VT): Tom Scanlon from the Green Mountain State of
Vermont. I'm here with our immediate past department commander, who is our delegation
chair and our NEC chairman, to present $1,000 to the National Emergency Fund.

DELEGATE GARY (AZ): From the great state of Arizona, my name is Steve Gary,
the past department commander. We're here to make a donation to the Veterans Children's
Foundation for a sum of $3,500. And for the National Emergency Fund, for a sum of
$4,000.

DELEGATION CHAIRMAN (NY): Delegate chairman from the state of New York,
with Commander Frank Marsh, we have $2,000 additional for the Legacy Fund. $232.50
for Comfort Warrior. $85 just recently for the NEF, and $20,760 the NEF. For a total of
$23,077.50.

UNIDENTIFIED DELEGATE (NY): Mr. Commander, the Department of New York
takes the issues of veterans' mental health, suicide and homelessness very seriously. As
such, this year we have allocated $1.5 million to help battle those causes.

DELEGATE PAJAK (MA): Jodie Pajak, State of Massachusetts, immediate past
commander and proud to have served two years with you, along with me I have with me
our immediate Commander Tony Diaz and our Department Senior Vice Commander Sally
May, and we're proud to donate $600 to the Emergency Fund.
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DELEGATE MAY (MA): We would also like to donate to the Veterans & Children
Foundation, at this time $745 bringing our total this year to $21,400.

UNIDENTIFIED DELEGATE (NJ): Commander, I have a $100 donation to the
Veterans & Children Foundation in memory of former NEC Will McKeman from
Middlesex County, New Jersey.

DELEGATE WILSON (OH): Jean Wilson, Department of Ohio, commander and
First Vice Commander Bradley Teis. We're here and pleased to say that we're donating
$10,000 to Comfort Warriors. Thank you.

DELEGATE NELSON (MT): Jeff Nelson, past department commander from the state
of Montana. On behalf of the Department of Montana, we want to contribute $2,000 to the
National Emergency Fund. Big Sky Country.

DELEGATE CRAIG (CA): I'm Jim Craig, commander of Ronald Reagan Palisades
Post 283, California, and it's an honor to give a check for $10,000 for the national
commander project.

DELEGATE O'LEARY (OK): I'm Charlie O'Leary, incoming commander for
Department of Oklahoma. And we are donating $1,509 to the National Emergency Fund.

DELEGATE ASBERRY (GA): I'm Eddie Asberry from the great Department of
Georgia, home of Past National Commanders Bob Turner and Dale Burnett. We proudly
donate $5,000 to the NEF in remembrance of Willy Pitts.

DELEGATE FLEMING (FR): I'm John Fleming representing China Post 1. We are
donating $5,000 to the National Emergency Fund.

UNIDENTIFIED DELEGATE (IA): Past Department Commander James Kessler,
Cindy Young, Ken Rochholz, and Alan Shank honored to present a thousand dollars to the
NEF Fund.

DELEGATE ALLHANDS (MS): I'm Jerry Allhands the department commander for
the Department of Mississippi, the greatest state in the Union. Y'all come on down to visit
us in Mississippi, the weather is great today. We are honored to donate $590 to the NEF in
memory of one of the greatest National Executive Committeemen I've ever known, the late
great Robert Gosa.

DELEGATE BOWMAN (MI): Charles Bowman, Department of Michigan, the
Department of Michigan donates $2,000 to the NEF Fund.

DELEGATE MILLER (AZ): Scott Miller, John Ivens Post 42, Grand Canyon,
Arizona, $1,000, National Emergency Fund.

DELEGATION CHAIRMAN NEWELL (NJ): Robert Newell, delegation chairman,
John Baker, department adjutant from the great department of American Legion of New
Jersey, the Great Garden State, presents $10,000 to the National Emergency Fund.

DELEGATE MURPHY (PA): Michael Murphy from the Department of
Pennsylvania. With me is Department Adjutant Woody Hogan and alternate National
Executive Committeeman Paul Kennedy. Two checks, one for the National Emergency
Fund for $8,875. And the second check for Operation Comfort Warriors for $9,877.11.

...National Commander Oxford resumed the Chair.

NATIONAL COMMANDER OXFORD: Ladies and gentlemen, I'm a numbers guy.
For the National Emergency Fund, in 2020, $293,244. In 2021, $341,186. For a grand total
of $634,431.90. For the Veterans & Children Foundation, in 2020, $844,197. In 2021,
$3,124,390, for a grand total of $3,968,587.58. And for American Legion Charities, in
2020, $19,945. For 2021, $916,899, for a grand total of $936,844.99. (dpplause)

All T can say is wow! Thank you all. At this time, I'd like to recognize Past National
Commander Rohan and Vince Gaughan.

PAST NATIONAL COMMANDER ROHAN: Commander, on behalf of the
Veterans & Children Foundation, the president of the foundation Judge Gaughan, and I
would like to present you with the 1919 Society Platinum Level medallion and diamond
lapel pin to thank you for all of your efforts toward the Veterans & Children Foundation.
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And thank you all for your donations today and into the future and all the work with 100
Miles for Hope. Thank you. (Applause)

Salute to Colors and Recess

NATIONAL COMMANDER OXFORD: Members of the American Legion Family,
would you please stand and join me in a salute to the Flag of our country. One.

...The delegates rose and saluted the Colors.

NATIONAL COMMANDER OXFORD: Two. The time is now 2:48. We stand in
recess until 8:30 a.m. tomorrow morning.

..At 2:48 p.m., Tuesday, August 31, 2021, the 102" Annual National Convention of
The American Legion was recessed to reconvene the following day, September 1, 2021, at
8:30 a.m.






PROCEEDINGS
Second Day

Wednesday, September 1, 2021

..At 8:30 a.m., the members assembled for the second day of the 102" Annual
National Convention, and the following proceedings were had.

Call to Order
James W. "Bill" Oxford, North Carolina, National Commander

NATIONAL COMMANDER OXFORD: The Convention will come to order.
Sergeant-at-Arms.

Pledge of Allegiance
David S. Shore, North Carolina, National Sergeant-at-Arms

Uncover and join me as we recite the pledge of allegiance to our nation's colors.

...The Convention recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

Recover. Hand Salute by the numbers One! ...The Convention saluted the Colors.
Two!

NATIONAL COMMANDER OXFORD: For the invocation, I call on National
Chaplain Edward L. Harris of Indiana. Please uncover.

Invocation
Chaplain Edward L. Harris, Indiana, National Chaplain

Dear God, thank you for this day and thank you for allowing us to be part of this day.
Again, dear God, we're here to receive information to take back to our various departments
and districts and counties and posts. Help us to receive the information that our commander
and adjutant has given their staff for our benefit. Go with them, keep them fresh. All this
we ask in Your name. Amen.

NATIONAL COMMANDER OXFORD: Please recover. The Convention is now in
session. Please take your seats. Before we move to the first speaker, I want to take a
moment of personal privilege. We've collected a lot of money in the last two years. In 2020,
we collected $7,732,771. (Applause)

In 2021 we've collected $14,728,029. For a grand total of $22,460,000 because of
y'all. Just thank you, thank you, thank you very much for your generosity and your help in
making those numbers possible. (Applause)

At this time, I'd like the national vice commanders to join me on stage for the
presentation, which will be given by retired Navy Captain Louis Cavaliere of the Chapel
of the Four Chaplains Foundation.

Presentation: Chapel of Four Chaplains Legion of Honor Bronze Medallion
Louis Cavaliere, Chairman of the Board, Chapel of Four Chaplains Foundation

Good morning, everyone. So, I'm joined on stage here by Robert John, the immediate
past commander of the Department of Pennsylvania, who will assist me in giving out these
awards, but first I give you greetings from Philadelphia and the State of Pennsylvania. The
only place in the world where we have a chapel dedicated to four Army chaplains in the
middle of a Navy yard, and rightly so because, when the Dorchester went down in 1943,
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we had Army and air corps personnel on board, a Navy gun crew, Coast Guard
communications crew, and the ship was crewed by merchant seamen, and throw into that
mix the four chaplains, and you have a microcosm of what America is all about and what
your posts are all about. That microcosm has lived on for 70 years. Yes, we are celebrating
our 70" year as a foundation in Philadelphia. (4pplause).

All this because of the heroic act of four Army chaplains. That's why I'm wearing this
poppy in remembrance of them and all of those who went down on the Dorchester and all
of those who made the ultimate sacrifice for our country. As we say at the chapel, every
day is Memorial Day. But we can't do this without the support from all of you, and because
of all of you and because of all of the support that we receive from you and all the posts
and all of the Auxiliaries and the Sons and the Riders, we can continue our Legion of Honor
program, where we recognize ordinary people who do extraordinary things, and that's what
I'm doing here today. We still give out over 400 Legion of Honor awards every year. We
also conduct a huge scholarship contest, and because of you, we were able to expand our
chaplains training program.

I don't know if you know this, but we train chaplains all over the country, and did you
know that 20 years ago, after 9/11, the Chapel of Four Chaplains sent over 40 chaplains to
help minister to Ground Zero in New York City, and we will conduct our 9/11 service in
two weeks at the chapel in Philadelphia with most of those chaplains present.

Finally, I stand here to thank you because your support has allowed us to grow our
most important program, which is our outreach to veterans, so that we can provide the
service to alleviate the problems of homelessness, joblessness, substance abuse, and
suicide, and that is just a huge problem, but we do what we can. We do what we can, little
simple things, so varied, things like getting a Tricare rep to hold office hours in our chapel.
Things like having somebody down at the personnel center in St. Louis to get people's
military records, so they can get their DD-214 and qualify for veterans' benefits. Things
like bringing a Rosie the Riveter back to the Navy yard in Philadelphia, where she worked
as a welder during World War II, and for her 100" birthday wanted to go back to that dry
dock No. 5. Things like arranging for proper military funerals and honors. Things like
interacting with families, particularly Gold Star families. The list goes on and on, and 1
could be here all day and tell you about that, but now we honor service, and we honor
service for our outgoing national commander and his staff. It is my pleasure, and I ask you
now to please stand as we induct into the Legion of Honor of the Chapel of Four Chaplains,
Bill Oxford, Francis MacDonald, David King, Robert Liebenow, Bruce Feuerbach, and
Richard Heigert. Well done, gentlemen. Well done to all of you. Keep up the good work
and join me now in congratulating the national staff for this well-deserved honor. Thank
you so much. (Applause)

ANNOUNCER: The Legion of Honor Bronze Medallion from the Chapel of Four
Chaplains is granted for extraordinary contributions to the well-being of others at the
national or world-level, to world peace, or to interfaith or inter-ethnic understanding. The
medallions are being presented by Chapel of the Four Chaplains Foundation Board
Chairman Louis Cavaliere. They are being awarded to National Commander James W.
“Bill” Oxford, National Vice Commander Bruce C. Feuerbach, National Vice Commander
David L. King, National Vice Commander Francis J. MacDonald, Jr., National Vice
Commander Richard A. Heigert and National Vice Commander Robert D. Liebenow.

NATIONAL COMMANDER OXFORD: Next order of business, The Chair
recognizes Robert Newman of Indiana, chairman of the National Convention Committee
on Internal Affairs, for the purposes of a report.
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Report: Convention Committee on Internal Affairs
Robert E. Newman, Indiana, Chairman

At 9:30 am, Sunday, August 29, 2021, the Convention Committee of Internal Affairs,
consisting of the two Subcommittees of Other Internal Matters and Membership met in the
Valley of the Sun Ballroom C-E, Second Level at the Sheraton for the purpose of electing
a Chairman and Secretary for Internal Affairs. Robert E. Newman (IN) was elected
Chairman and John W. “Jay” Bowen (CO) was elected Secretary for the purpose of
reporting to the Convention.

It was regularly moved, seconded and carried that the Committee Chairman and
Secretary be authorized to accept and sign the report of the Convention Committee on
Internal Affairs on behalf of its delegates.

It was moved and seconded that the Chairman, Internal Affairs Convention
Committee be authorized to accept the actions of the two sub-committees assigned to
Internal Affairs on the resolutions assigned to the respective subcommittees.

It was also regularly moved, seconded and carried that the Chairman and Secretary
may make technical corrections to the resolutions reported out of this Committee to ensure
proper wording and form without changing the substance or meaning of the resolutions.

No further business was discussed at this point and the delegates were then released
to the two sub-committees assigned to the Internal Affairs Convention Committee---
Membership and Other Internal Matters--- for the purpose of reviewing and acting on the
assigned resolutions.

The Internal Affairs Committee recessed at this point subject to call by the chairman
if required. The Convention Subcommittees met and considered their assigned resolutions
as follows:

Membership Subcommittee
John W. "Jay" Bowen, Colorado, Chairman

At 10:30 am, Sunday, August 29, 2021, 41 delegates assigned to the Convention
Subcommittee Membership met in the Valley of the Sun Ballroom C-E, Second Level of
the Sheraton. John W. “Jay” Bowen (CO) was elected Chairman and Gene Ormandy, Jr.
(NY) was elected Secretary.

Program updates that were provided include 2020-2021 membership year, post
development/district revitalization and training updates.

The committee considered three resolutions and their dispositions are as follows:

Other Internal Matters Subcommittee
Robert E. Newman, Indiana, Chairman

At 10:00 am, Sunday, August 29, 2021, 39 delegates assigned to the Convention
Subcommittee on Other Internal Matters met in Valley of the Sun Ballroom C-E, Second
Level at the Sheraton. Robert E. Newman (IN) was elected Chairman and John F.
Debisschop, III (CT) was elected Secretary. The committee considered 10 resolutions and
their dispositions are as follows:

Referred to the Membership & Post Activities Committee
Resolution No. 3 (CO): Verification Of Information For Online Renewals

Resolution No. 5 (CO): Mandatory Fields In Online Membership Application
Resolution No. 16 (VA): Bronze Brigade Membership Incentive Award
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Referred to the Internal Affairs Commission

Resolution No. 2 (NE): Names Of Merchant Marines To Be Added to the Vietnam
Veterans Memorial

Resolution No. 9 (CA): Name A United States Navy Ship In Honor Of Telesforo
Trinidad

Resolution No. 14 (OR): Reaffirm Support For The Preamble To The Constitution Of
The American Legion

Received And Recorded

Resolution No. 18 (MI): Endorsement Of Brett E. Holt For National Commander
Resolution No. 27 (IA): Endorsement Of Michael Monserud For National Vice
Commander Of The Sons Of The American Legion

Rejected

Resolution No. 6 (CA): Titles For The American Legion Riders

Resolution No. 17 (VA): Establish Council On Fitness, Wellness And Health Living.

Resolution No. 23 (FL): Cost Of American Legion Caps

Resolution No. 26 (NM): Add Legion Riders Category To The National History
Contest

Resolution No. 29 (OH): Four Chaplains Exhibit At The National Veterans Memorial
And Museum

At this time, the 2021 National American Legion College selectees will be displayed
on the screens. After convention, each department will receive written correspondence on
the selections. Commander, thank you for allowing me the time to make this report. And
as a duly elected and registered delegate from the Department of Indiana, I move for the
adoption of this report. ...Second.

NATIONAL COMMANDER OXFORD: Any discussion? Hearing none, all in favor,
say aye. Any opposed, nay. The report of Internal Affairs is adopted.

America is blessed to have so many amazing and dedicated police officers and
firefighters. Their split-second decisions can mean life or death and often invite intense
scrutiny. Bad officers dominate news coverage, while good officers are often not given
their due recognition. These next two awards are given to first responders who represent
the best of the best.

Our 2021 Law Enforcement Ofticer of the Year has been a police officer for 16 years.
He is a sergeant on the gang unit of the Omaha, Nebraska Police Department. In 2020, he
led his crew in the recovery of more than 80 firearms, the arrest of over 150 felons and 275
misdemeanor and traffic offenses, and the recovery of more than $750,000 worth of
narcotics. Just as important, he and his colleagues obtained sporting equipment, built
basketball courts and arranged shopping and social events as youth alternatives to gang
activity. Ladies and gentlemen, please give a warm round of applause to our Law
Enforcement Officer of the Year, Daniel Martin. (Applause)

ANNOUNCER: This is to certify that The American Legion has bestowed the title of
National Law Enforcement Officer of the Year upon Daniel Martin for outstanding selfless
service over and above normal duties through heroic acts, community service and
professional achievement thereby exemplifying the meaning of the phrase: America’s
Finest. You reflect great credit upon yourself, the Omaha, Nebraska Police Department
and law enforcement officers everywhere.
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2021 National Law Enforcement Officer of Year
Daniel Martin, Omaha Police Department, Omaha, Nebraska

Wow, thank you, guys. I'm honored and humbled to accept this award. And I'm
honestly a little bit in shock. After 17 years as a law enforcement officer, I can honestly
say nothing shocks me anymore. I wouldn't be here today without the support of my family,
who's sitting out in the front row here. My crew mates, my squad mates, who are like family
to me, and my command, and the citizens of Omaha that I get to serve. But I'll be honest
for a second here, standing in this room at this podium in front of all of you, veterans of
the armed forces, veterans of combat and war, I feel a little undeserving of this honor. I'm
sincerely grateful for your service. I'm certain it comes with many sacrifices, and I thank
you and your family each and every day.

Although the last few years have been a little rough for law enforcement with the loud
noise, the media hype, social media and 24-hour bad news cycle, it's nothing in comparison
to what the men and women sitting in front of me have had to endure. I can't express to
you enough my sincere gratitude. Please, God bless our veterans, our current troops, and
our first responders. Thank you very much for this honor. (4pplause)

NATIONAL COMMANDER OXFORD: Few acts require greater bravery than
entering a blazing building. Imagine the fortitude that it requires to serve as a fireman for
56 years. The man that we are honoring today has done that and more. He served in the
U.S. Army in Vietnam, where he earned a Bronze Star. And yes, he is a proud member of
American Legion Post 174 in Gallitzin, Pennsylvania. A certified instructor with the
Gallitzin Volunteer Fire Department, he has used his extensive experience to teach the art
of firefighting to many of his colleagues. He is a past president of the Cambria County
Volunteer Firemen’s Association. Please welcome our 2021 National Firefighter of the
Year, Robert Nagle. (4pplause)

2021 National Firefighter of Year
Robert Nagle, Gallitzin Volunteer Fire Department, Gallitzin, Pennsylvania

Good morning, veterans. I would like to thank all of you veterans for your service. I'd
like to thank National Commander Bill Oxford, his staff, his officers, and all those who do
everything to make this a great organization. I'd also like to thank R. Ray Lenz. He is a
past commander of the State of Pennsylvania, and he recommended me for this award. He's
a good friend of mine. My home department is Gallitzin, Station 71. I'd like to remember
past chief Don Miller, chief Jim Nagle, all the officers and members of the department who
have helped me and supported me in all my endeavors. They are brothers in arms with me,
and they are my friends.

Today I feel very sad when I see the news of all the fires out west, in the south and
the east all the flooding that is going on. Recently, our emergency service personnel are
being taxed to their limit, and they are out there doing their best to help in all areas of the
country right now. They do so without asking for anything. Don't ask for thank yous, but
it's their job, and they continue to do it, and they do it 24 hours a day, as long as it takes to
finish the job. Also, I would like to remember 9/11 is coming up shortly. The New York
City Fire Department lost 343 firefighters plus police officers and Port Authority officers
also passed away in that terrible day. Those men and firefighters do what most people don't.
They ran into a building when others run out. They never shirked their duty. Many knew
that on that day there was going to be loss of life, but they went and continued to do their
duties. They are brothers in arms, and I will always remember them. As a fire department,
we always say we will never forget.

Lastly, I would like to thank my family, my wife and my children, for everything that
they've done for me. They allowed me to pursue my passion as a firefighter for 56 years.
I'm going on 58. If it wasn't for their help, I wouldn't be able to do what I do today. Also, I
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feel very honored to be in the presence of all you veterans. All the veterans in this country.
I'm also humbled by the leadership that it takes to keep this organization alive. You are
outstanding veterans, and you're outstanding officers, and this organization is an
outstanding organization. Thank you very much. Have a fantastic convention. (Applause)

ANNOUNCER: This is to certify that The American Legion has bestowed the title of
National Firefighter of the Year upon Robert Nagle for outstanding selfless service over
and above normal duties through community service and professional achievement thereby
exemplifying the meaning of the phrase: America’s Bravest. You reflect great credit upon
yourself, the Gallitzin, Pennsylvania Volunteer Fire Department and firefighters
everywhere.

NATIONAL COMMANDER OXFORD: Our next guest has been awarded several
accolades at United Healthcare, including the prestigious Innovation Award. She earned a
Bachelor of Business Administration in accounting at the University of Georgia and is a
certified public accountant. She is the vice president of National Strategic Partnerships for
United Healthcare’s Care Modernization and Innovation organization for more than 20
years. Please welcome, Lisa Barrett. (Applause)

Address: Lisa Barrett, National Vice President
Member Navigation Solutions, United Healthcare

Thank you, commander. Thank you all for the warm welcome this morning. It's an
honor and privilege to speak to you today on behalf of United Healthcare and our alliance
with The American Legion. What a wonderful organization this is. Our company
appreciates your service to this great nation, and I personally appreciate it as well. I'm
really, really excited to be here with you today.

Every one of you, when you served, had a mission, right. Probably more than one
mission. But our mission at United Healthcare is to help people live healthier lives and to
help make the health system work better for everyone. Those are two very lofty goals, and
we strive to achieve those every day in every interaction we have with those whom we're
privileged to serve. I'd like to share with you today two areas of focus that excite me
personally and keep me going back to work at United Healthcare every day. I get to work
on this exciting health-care transformation and social determinants of health every day. So,
as I said, the first is social determinants of health. The second is health system
transformation. So, I'd like to give you a couple of personal examples about these ideas,
and then I'll explain exactly what I mean by social determinants of health and health system
transformation.

Now, I'm not a veteran myself, but I am the child of a father who became a Marine at
the age of 17. He was one of 11 children growing up in a sharecropper family in rural
Georgia, and I think a lot of his siblings served in the military because they wanted to
change their lifestyle, if you will. So, I had three uncles who served in World War II. One
drove a Higgins boat onto the beach in Normandy. I had another uncle who served in North
Africa and in France in World War 11, and then as I said, coming back to my dad, so I'm
very proud of that heritage that I have coming from a family of those who served. So, my
dad, at the age of 17, he joined the Marines. He actually got his GED when he was in the
Marines. He trained at Parris Island, and then he was shipped off to mainland China shortly
after World War I1, and then after he served his tour of duty, he was honorably discharged,
and he came back home to Georgia, and he worked for a local company transporting gas.
Then he learned a trade, and then he ventured out on his own and started an heating and air
conditioning business.

Now, I lived in rural Georgia growing up in the '60s, and I remember as a child
watching him in his shop. He used a manual brake to form sheet metal into gutters. That
was one of the things that he did in addition to installing heating and air conditioning. But
another thing I have, another vivid memory I have was one time when a chainsaw got away
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from him, and it sawed his leg all the way down to the bone at the knee joint. What I
remember most about that incident is that he never went to the hospital or to the doctor.
We couldn't afford hospitals or doctors, and I'm pretty sure we didn't have health insurance.
So, he doctored on the wound himself until it finally healed months later. I share that story
with you because it's a keen example of how social determinants of health influence a
person's health condition and health outcomes. So more about social determinants a little
later. Let's shift gears a bit to health system transformation.

My husband and I have seven millennial children. They range in age from mid-20s to
early 30s, and three of them are married. So, we're sort of like the Brady Bunch, only
bigger. Many of our kids' friends served honorably. Many of them have been deployed to
the Middle East because of the age range that they are after graduating high school, and
many of those men and women never came home.

The ones who did almost always had a severe case of PTSD. One such Marine veteran
that I know is struggling with PTSD, anxiety, depression, and I'm sure other things,
maladies of war that I would never even be able to imagine. He's in his early 30s. He
struggles to keep a job and a roof over his head. He's trying so hard, but he desperately
needs the health system to work with and for him, health system transformation. And then
I have a third perspective on the health system and issues that gives me an insight into how
much clinicians, doctors, nurses, any clinician want. They want to help provide the best
care possible and the most effective care possible, but oftentimes they're strangled by the
health-care system itself. You see, my deceased husband was a physician. In fact, he served
part of his residency attending to patients at the Carl Hayden VA Hospital just up the road.
So, again, a perspective on health system transformation.

So why is United Healthcare focused on social determinants of health. Well, United
Healthcare is a health-care company, not just a health insurance company, and here's one
of the reasons for our focus. First, social determinants have a bigger influence on health
than clinical care. In fact, sixty percent of a person's health is driven by social, behavioral,
and environmental factors like education, income level, race, ethnicity. Wow, sixty percent.
Sixty percent of your health is determined by what you do and where you are outside of
the doctor's office. So just think back to the example of my dad, and you'll see what I mean.

We hear a lot about health disparities and health equity in the news these days. Social
and environmental factors drive these health disparities. Environmental factors like access
to education, employment, do you smoke, do you live in a building that has asbestos. All
of those types of things affect health outcomes. Another reason that we're focused on these
is that unmet social needs are associated with a higher degree of utilization and health-care
costs. So, studies show that people that report food insecurity or don't have access to
transportation are more than two-and-a-half times as likely to report multiple emergency
department visits than those who do have access to those things, and they're more than
twice as likely to experience a hospital inpatient stay. Wow, so unmet social needs put an
extra burden on the health system.

So last year in 2020, United Healthcare screened about 2 million members for health-
related social needs, and what we found was that more than one in three of our members
reported an unmet social need. That's a third of our membership that we surveyed, and
those are just the ones we know about. We also found that our stakeholders, like our
employer groups that we insure, our state and federal governments, and even our members
want our help with unmet social needs, but most importantly, addressing the social and
environmental factors represents our greatest opportunity to help people live healthier
lives, and what did I say. That was our mission, right? Helping people live healthier lives.

Now, as you might imagine, COVID has exacerbated these social determinants and
the health disparities they cause, so what is United Healthcare doing to address these issues.
First, we invested over $500 million in affordable housing units in underserved
communities across the country. Second, to help ease the burden and aid in recovery from
the effects of the pandemic, we donated $12.3 million through our Empowering Health
grants to community-based organizations, many of whom are veteran organizations, across
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21 states. Third, the United Health Foundation has also donated $1.5 million to Feeding
America, which is the network of member food banks, and we did that because of the
troubles that they were experiencing as a result of the COVID pandemic. We also have
invested $1 million into Meals on Wheels America to support local programs that address
the immediate needs and ongoing needs of our vulnerable senior population. We've
partnered with local community-based organizations to distribute more than 47 million
meals since 2018.

Now, as proud as I am to be a part of an organization that invests in vulnerable
communities by providing food, providing housing, why should any of this matter to you
as an American Legion member. Because veteran status is an important social determinant
of health. So, think of it somewhat like gender or race. It's a part of who you are, right?
The part of you that has had a military life, it stays with you, and it's part of your life story.
It affects your view of yourself and your view of the world, and it might impact the kind
of health care that you need to consume or where you may receive that care. Knowing that
a person served helps us at United Healthcare to better serve the veteran. So how do we do
that exactly?

At United Healthcare we are linking United Healthcare veterans with 8,000 or more
veteran specific programs and an additional 1,800 veteran spouse programs that provide
assistance to those who have these social determinant barriers to health. We've seen great
progress in connecting our veteran members with resources to help them live healthier
lives. So that's the picture about social determinants of health as well as how we're assisting
our veteran members in this area. Now, what about health system transformation?

The United Healthcare vision is to deliver the most affordable coverage, the simplest
experience, and the highest quality supported care. Now, how do we intend to deliver on
those promises? First, let's talk about the affordable coverage. Affordability is the
cornerstone of any sustainable health-care system, and we all know that right now our
system is not sustainable because it's not affordable. But we're making health-care coverage
more affordable by attempting to take costs out of the system in ways like focusing on new
consumer centered product design, which make access to care more easy and affordable.
We have supported clinical programs that keep members healthy and reduce the need for
costly treatments and hospitalizations. We're reducing our administrative costs and our
back-office simplification. We want to guide our members to the best site of service
because that's going to help reduce costs and improve the quality of the care that you
receive. Trying to negotiate better unit costs with our providers to lower overall costs, and
then designing innovative networks focused on premium designed care, providers to those
who offer high quality, more efficient services, and the one we all like to talk about, making
pharmacy costs more transparent for members.

The second thing we want to do is to offer a simpler experience. I'm sure you've
experienced the health-care system. Maybe you've had an issue getting a claim paid or you
can't get an appointment at your provider's office. It can be complicated, and we're trying
to make coverage easier to use, meeting each person's needs where they want to be met on
their terms, not on our terms. We can partner with care providers to make it simpler for
them to work with us and to care for the health of their patients. So, we're doing that by
bringing care to the member through easier to access telehealth options and home health
services that guide members to the right provider. Investing in digital tools and virtual care
plans. Connecting different points in the system through a tool that we have called Point
of Care Assist so that the information flows better through the system. It enables patients
to receive much of the care they need in the comfort and safety of their own home by
providing digital access to therapies that support both physical and behavioral health.
Third, we want to offer high quality supportive care. We're transforming the way care is
delivered, supporting members at every step in their health-care journey. Powered by
technology and data and analytics capabilities, we can enable the delivery of better health
outcomes while also reducing the overall cost of care.
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There are many ways that we can do this. As I mentioned previously, we're expanding
provider relationships that reward for value, broadening our view of health care, and
investing in these areas like affordable housing and food security. Combining data and
technology to promote the use of high-quality providers, improving quality of our provider
network and care for our members, and then focusing on complex and special needs cases,
providing a human touch, advocating for our members at every step of the journey with
programs we have such as Advocate For Me and Navigate For Me. Again, these are lofty
goals we've set for our company to transform the health system, but, again, what does that
have to do with our alliance with The American Legion?

For me, it's simple. We both have a common goal and a common mission to take care
of veterans by providing holistic care. The Legion is not just about shared fellowship
between members. It's also about passionate advocacy for veterans' well-being and lifting
each other up when there might be adversity. We all know that veterans have unique health-
care needs that go beyond routine care. Maybe they have a physical challenge related to
their service, such as a traumatic brain injury, vision loss, hearing loss, a spinal cord injury.
I'm going to go back to my dad again. He didn't have a spinal cord injury when he served
in the military, but when he was in his 50s, he had a motorcycle accident that left him a
quadriplegic, and the fact that he had served in the Marines allowed him to be cared for at
the veterans hospital in Augusta, Georgia, and I will forever be grateful for that great care
that he received there. And that's just one example. It may also mean that veterans have
mental health conditions and needs, like substance use disorder, PTSD, depression.

So, caring for veterans may also require all these wraparound services I talk about that
help address all of their needs, not just their physical needs. United Healthcare and The
American Legion are working together on our common mission to provide holistic care to
veterans. I believe our corporate alliance will strengthen us in addressing all of a veteran's
health and in transforming the health system for veterans. When veterans are properly
supported, it's a testament to their value and an acknowledgement of their commitment to
the service of their country. Increasing and simplifying access to care and essential support
services may help these servicemen and women, no matter how they served, achieve lasting
wellness, and that is really the end game, lasting wellness. I want to thank you for your
time and attention today. God bless you. (4pplause)

NATIONAL COMMANDER OXFORD: The Chair recognizes Vincent James
Troiola of New York, chairman of the National Convention Committee on Legislation, for
the purposes a report.

Report: Convention Committee on Legislation
Vincent James Troiola, New York, Chairman

Good morning, Commander Oxford, Adjutant Wheeler, Past National Commanders,
distinguished guests, Legionnaires and friends. I am honored to stand before you on the
stage of the 102" National Convention.

The National Convention Committee on Legislation met on Sunday, August 29, 2021
at the Phoenix Convention Center, South Building, Exhibition Hall G. There were 40
delegates to the Committee present and 5 guests in attendance.

Following the preliminary activities to officially organize the Committee, the
Chairman and Secretary were duly elected. I, James Troiola, a delegate from the
Department of New York, was elected Chairman following a motion from Robert Hensley,
a delegate from the Department of Tennessee. Bernard Stegmueller, a delegate from
Illinois, was elected Secretary following a motion from Richard Perry, a delegate from the
Department of Arizona. There was no new business to discuss. The Legislation Convention
Committee received no resolutions for consideration. A motion by Al Richards, a delegate
from the Department of Wisconsin, was initiated to authorize the Chairman and Secretary
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to make technical corrections to the Committee Report, as necessary and appropriate. This
motion was unanimously approved and adopted by the Legislative Convention Committee.

A motion by Melvin Smullen, a delegate from the Department of Maryland, was
initiated to authorize the Chairman and Secretary to sign the report on behalf of the
Convention Committee on Legislation. This motion was unanimously approved and
adopted by the Legislative Convention Committee. National Commander Oxford, as a duly
authorized Delegate to this Convention from the Department of New York, I move for the
adoption of this report. ...Second.

NATIONAL COMMANDER OXFORD: I have a motion and second to adopt the
report. Any discussion? Hearing none, all in favor, say aye. Any opposed nay. The report
of Legislation is adopted.

Our next speaker has been actively working to serve the military and veterans
community for more than a decade. She raises awareness of the VA loan through financial
briefings to servicemembers across the country. She has also been married to a retired
Army soldier for more than 20 years. Please welcome, vice president from Veterans United
Home Loans, Pam Swan. (4pplause)

Address: Pam Swan, Vice President
Military Relations and Business Development, Veterans United Home Loans

Good morning. Thank you all for being here today. I do want to correct the gentleman
this morning introducing me. I'm much older than that. I've been married to my military
husband for 34 years this year. So, what that means, and I tell everybody that I speak to, is
that I'm very old. Thank you so much for having me here today. I'm honored to be here
today representing Veterans United Home Loans.

As the largest VA purchase lender, our mission is to help Veterans use their hard-
earned benefits to achieve the American Dream. As a military spouse, my husband is a
retired Army Sergeant First Class, I know how important those benefits are to military
families. That's why I'm so proud to be here with you today. My husband has been in the
Legion since the Gulf War. I've been active in the Legion Auxiliary for many years. There
are a lot of fantastic service organizations out there. For more than a century, though, The
American Legion has been and continues to be the gold standard. The Legion was the first
veterans organization to understand that the bonds of brotherhood and sisterhood that unite
us were not forged in a single war or period of service, but through generations. I'm sure
many of you here today belong to the same chapters as their parents, their grandparents,
and their children.

My father-in-law, Jack Swan, was a U.S. Navy veteran of World War II and a lifetime
Legionnaire. He was especially proud of having served as the commander of Legion Post
No. 23 in Watseka, Illinois. Every year, he would stand on the same corner raising money
for the Legion and Legion programs on Poppy Day. When my husband, and I would come
home with our family on leave, he would stand on that same corner with his father. It was
always such a special memory for our family. We wouldn't have it without the Legion.

The American Legion is a lot of things to a lot of people. For young people, programs
like Boys and Girls State and American Legion Baseball are their first opportunities to take
concepts like teamwork and civic responsibility and turn them into meaningful action. For
servicemembers, the Legion is a support system. In the past 20 years, especially,
Legionnaires have been fixtures at deployments, redeployments and funerals. They have
also been the staunchest advocates for our servicemembers on Capitol Hill. For veterans,
The American Legion is home. It's a way they can continue to serve and bond with their
brothers and sisters. It is a way to continue the mission of advocacy for their fellow veterans
and ensures our nation lives up to its promises to our veterans.

I can't imagine a world without the Legion. How different would all of our lives be?
Without the Legion, there would be no GI Bill. The GI Bill fundamentally changed
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America. It put veterans on a path to success. It greatly expanded the reach and importance
of the VA, transforming it from an organization with a limited mission to one that stands
side-by-side with veterans throughout their lives. For many veterans, that path includes
homeownership. Since the creation of the VA Home Loan program in the original GI Bill,
the VA Loan has been utilized more than, get this, 25 million times. Just last year, for the
first time ever, veterans used their VA benefits over 1 million times. For families like mine,
and I'm sure many of yours out in the audience, the GI Bill has been the cornerstone of our
success. It has been life changing. Now multiply my family, your family by 25 million, and
you can now begin to see the Legion's impact and importance. While I've got a platform
here, I want to say thank you to The American Legion. Thank you to all of you in the
audience. Thank you for your role in creating and protecting the GI Bill for generations of
American veterans and their families.

Not all the work the Legion has done has been as well-known or as instantly impactful
as the GI Bill. For decades, Legionnaires have worked tirelessly to bring the invisible
wounds of war into the light. When the Legion was formed, what we recognize now as
PTS was called shell shock and later combat fatigue. Thanks to the advocacy of brave
veterans who understood before others that such conditions were not a moral failure or sign
of weakness, but a treatable medical issue. While there is still a long way to go in the fight
to understand PTS and to end veteran suicides, today's servicemembers have resources that
we couldn't have imagined in 1919.

I'll bet just about everyone in this room has either served in an overseas combat zone
or has a loved one who has. We all know deployments add stressors to already stressful
lives. Veterans are just like everyone else. They have the same obligations, the same rough
patches in interpersonal relationships, and the same financial hardships. For many veterans,
the hardest part of leaving the military or even just coming back from a deployment is the
loss of community and purpose. My husband has told me about the focus and the sense of
mission you have overseas. When you come back home, life in a garrison environment is
tough. For Guardsmen and reservists, who are often dropped back into their lives as if they
were never gone, it can present unique challenges. That's when The American Legion is
needed most, and it always rises to the occasion. For over a century, the Legion has used
its platform to enhance the lives of our veterans, their families, and our military.

Every year, the Legion works to protect and expand hard-earned and well-deserved
benefits. The Legion also utilizes its massive platform to educate on veteran benefits,
encourage Buddy Checks, and promote many other resources, its own, the VA's, and those
of other organizations, to help veterans get through difficult times with their heads held
high and their health intact. That's why me, my husband, and now my employer, Veterans
United Home Loans, are so proud to be a part of the Legion.

When Veterans United began in 2002, our founders quickly realized that to serve a
values-based organization like the U.S. military, we need to be a values-based organization.
Our mission is to help veterans use their VA Home Loan benefit to get their hard-earned
piece of the American Dream. We're the biggest VA purchase lender in the nation because
our primary goal is to help veterans and their families come home. Our values to deliver
results with integrity, to be passionate about our work, and the enhance lives every day
inform every decision we make at Veterans United. That's why we set up the Veterans
United Foundation, which is completely funded by our employees and our company.

In ten years, Veterans United Foundation donations and partnerships have changed
the lives of countless veterans. As a responsible corporate citizen, Veterans United Home
Loans works closely with a number of great organizations. Last year, we launched our
Make It Mean More campaign, which paid off the homes of 11 outstanding veterans. The
reason I am here today on behalf of Veterans United is to talk about our relationship with
The American Legion. Earlier this year, The American Legion and Veterans United Home
Loans formally announced our partnership to keep faith with our veterans through
expanded veteran suicide prevention efforts. We pledged $2 million to build on the great
work the Legion is already doing. (4pplause)
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Thank you very much. This will allow the Legion to expand programs and
opportunities for Legionnaires. It will increase opportunities for peer support training. It
will help distribute important mental health and wellness tools and resources through The
American Legion's infrastructure. In other words, it will save lives. Without the Legion's
advocacy over the years, without Legionnaires bravely taking stands to address mental
health issues that can lead to suicidal thoughts, this program wouldn't exist. This program
couldn't exist.

The men and women who fought in the world wars, Korea, Vietnam, Iraq,
Afghanistan and other campaigns had to be the ones to stand up and say, "It's not just okay
to ask for help, it's your duty to yourself and your families and each other." To many of us
have lost loved ones to suicide. Usually, the warning signs are difficult to see. Too often,
they aren't even evident until after the act and even then, they're hard to spot. We must
continue that work by lifting up our brothers and sisters who are struggling. We must
continue to fight back against those who would stigmatize invisible wounds. We must
continue to devote our resources to care for those who have borne the battle. We owe it to
them. We owe it to each other. Thank you for inviting me to share some time with you
today. (Applause)

On behalf of Veterans United, I can't tell you how proud I am of this partnership, and
how excited I am for the work we are doing together to help our veterans. God bless you.
God bless America. And God bless The American Legion. Thank you. (Applause)

NATIONAL COMMANDER OXFORD: That relationship is worth two million
bucks to the American Legion, wow. At this time, I'd like to call on past National
Commander Brett Reistad to present the plaque of appreciation to past national commander
and National Convention Corporation President of Indiana James W. Koutz, for the
outstanding job that Indiana did in hosting the 2019 Convention in Indianapolis.

Presentation: Plaque to the City of Indianapolis
Brett Reistad, Virginia, Past National Commander

Good morning, everyone. It is my distinct privilege and pleasure to present to Past
National Commander James Koutz, president of the Department of Indiana Convention
Corporation, this beautiful plaque for the city of Indianapolis for their support for an
outstanding 101% National Convention. (4pplause)

PAST NATIONAL COMMANDER KOUTZ: Thank you very much, Past
Commander Brett. We were glad to have all of you in Indianapolis in 2019 and hope you
had a great convention there. We think we put on a great convention for you all. Let me
say that I'm just the president of the convention corporation. The people that did all the
work were the people in Indiana. We had great help from all the Legionnaires and the
Legion Family from the Department of Indiana, and you can't hold a convention without
the national staff, convention staff, because they're the ones that really take care of you.
So, I want to say thank you. Thanks for coming to Indianapolis. We think we had a great
convention. Come back soon. Thank you. (4pplause)

NATIONAL COMMANDER OXFORD: A graduate of the U.S. Military Academy
at West Point, our next speaker has 30 years of highly successful leadership experience in
diverse and large organizations. He has a passion for building cohesive, mission-oriented
teams while coaching and developing future leaders. He is the senior vice president of
North American Field Operations with Philips Corporation. Please welcome Jeff DuLillo.

Address: Jeff DuLillo, Senior Vice President
North American Field Operation, Philips

Good morning. As the commander said, I'm senior vice president for Field Operations
at Philips North America, Philips Healthcare Company, that has a deep partnership with
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the Veterans Administration and a longstanding commitment to serving our veterans for
nearly 50 years. As I'm here with you today, I feel like we're just getting started. Where's
Tennessee in the audience? Can I get a shout out for Tennessee? I think I'm your newest
American Legion member. (Cheers and applause)

The Volunteer State, I love it. It's truly an honor to be with you here today in Phoenix.
For 102 years, The American Legion has advocated for our veterans and their families, our
military, our communities. I thank you so much for the work that you've done for over a
century to take care of our veterans. Thank you. (4pplause)

I think in modern times The American Legion has also become an amazing partner in
health-care delivery, helping us to understand the needs of our troops so that we develop
technologies that best serve our heroes and their families in our communities. [ am humbled
to be here with you today to discuss how we're going to continue to work to connect you
with the health care that you deserve. Of nearly 9 million veterans under the VA system,
half of them are enrolled from rural locations, many of you I've met here are part of those
rural locations. And sometimes aging with multi-modal or chronic conditions. I think about
whether we're seeking to be close to family or just find peace in nature, for whatever reason
you should choose to live remotely, that should not limit your access to great health care
at any age. Yet still, unfortunately, this is often our reality. So, providing care to rural
veterans has been a passion of Philips, but it also presents real delivery challenges because
we have few physical practices, hospitals, networks, geographic barriers, and of course
long distances. Broadband and Internet availability, which I've heard several times this
week while I've been here. So, I believe it's up to us in the health-care industry to provide
leadership with the VA to help overcome these obstacles.

At Philips, we believe our veterans have earned that access to care no matter where
you live. As a company, we feel empowered and responsible to enable and protect the right
to care for all of you, so many hero veterans we've served for so many years. And we want
to bring it closer to you by extending care solutions, telehealth solutions beyond the
hospital and into the very communities where our veterans live, not making them go to
where the doctors and hospitals are.

Now, I want to tell you about Philips for a second. See, we're on a mission too, a
mission to improve the lives of 2.5 million people this decade. That's a high aspiration and
a key part of reaching that goal in the United States specifically we've made is to reach and
care for our veterans. Today we're honored to provide one-third of all medical solutions
across the Veterans Health Administration enterprise, from patient monitoring to
diagnostic imaging and treatment, to now co-developing new technology-enabled solutions
that improve close to home access for all veterans. And like the military, our mission is
quite personal to us. I served as an infantry officer in the Army, and while I am no longer
part of the military, I can assure you it is still very much a part of me. In fact, Philips has
more than 850 military veterans serving that same mission and passion to improve access
to health care for veterans, and I'm proud of the many ways Philips is working closely with
the Veterans Administration. (Applause)

Yeah, 850. We started a veterans group at Philips two years ago with 35. We're at 850.
I'm very proud of the VA and The American Legion partnerships that are making some of
the things I'm about to share with you a reality. We aspire to make health care to all veterans
available, relevant, and personal. By making it available, great care accessible to all, by
extending the reach of doctors via telehealth solutions. You've heard about that a few times
today. We're partnering to build the world's largest telehealth critical care system across
the VA's 1,800 ICU beds and more than 1,700 care sites nationally. We're doing that today.

We're making it relevant. Philips has been working with the Veterans Administration
and the VFW, as well as The American Legion, in what we call Accessing Telehealth
through Local Area Stations or more commonly known as the ATLAS program. Local
pods within American Legion posts that offer telehealth appointments with doctors through
a secure VA video connect. These pods, or in some cases rooms, are equipped with patient
monitoring solutions, wireless technology, and sensing devices to allow veterans to receive
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clinical services such as primary care or, most importantly, mental health counseling, at
these more convenient, more secure, more private, and closer to home settings through The
American Legion. I'm very excited for that. We're also piloting ten of these ATLAS sites
across the country. There's one here just north of Phoenix to test this innovative access to
care, including some of the most remote areas of the country. We specifically targeted
remote areas so that you have the least possible burden to get the best possible consultation
for your specific needs and get it much closer to home.

And we're making it personal. As veterans ourselves, Philips understands the
importance of serving our own. We're bringing technology to individual military members
and veterans through our partnership largely with VA and DoD and The American Legion
to develop and pilot noninvasive wearable monitoring technologies, much like this watch
I have here, to provide individual tailored early warning of possible infections or changes
to condition, and you can do it anywhere. A project we accelerated greatly during the
pandemic. And with our vital signs solutions, those of you in The American Legion and
the headquarters should be familiar with this. Our partnership with The American Legion
to deliver easy and fast, intuitive, touchless self-health screening, one that doesn't require
you to touch anything or any surface to create an initial screening of your bios. These are
just a few of the types of innovations that will provide veterans both proactive and low risk
health monitoring while allowing you to do what I call the freedom of maneuver you
deserve. You've earned it.

I said it a few times. As a military man, I love a mission. Philips is on a mission to
make great accessible to all of our veterans, available, relevant, and personal, and we're
committed to enabling this access no matter where you live by bringing the care to you.
Thank you all for your service to our nation. It is my highest honor to get to serve our
veterans in this way, to get to serve you. Thank you. (4dpplause)

Presentation: Certificate of Appreciation

NATIONAL COMMANDER OXFORD: Putting on an event such as this requires
many months, and even a few years, of advance work. Negotiations and contracts need to
occur long before the opening gavel. The 2020 National Convention was cancelled because
of the coronavirus but the efforts and flexibility of the National Convention Corporation of
Kentucky have not gone unnoticed. I'd like to ask Bill Moore, Convention Corporation
President, to join me for a presentation.

CONVENTION CORPORATION PRESIDENT MOORE (KY): I'm a person of few
words. First of all, it reminds me of a distinguished poet from Massachusetts, John
Greenleaf Whittier. "Of all sad words of tongue and pen, these are the things that might
have been."

Evidently, it wasn't meant to be in Louisville, but I want to thank, and this award
belongs to the Convention Corporation of the Department of Kentucky, the American
Legion Family of the Department of Kentucky, the officials of the city of Louisville, and
the government of Kentucky. And last and certainly not least, to Bridget Robinson and
Mike Walton. Kentucky enjoyed it. We were ready to go. But like the great poet said, these
were not to be. But I can promise you one thing, in the year 2026 Kentucky will be ready,
and we'll welcome you to the bluegrass. We will see you, and I'm going to use my strong
feelings and be a Kentuckian. We'll see you all in Louisville in 2026! This belongs to
everyone except the person standing here. (Applause)

ANNOUNCER: Certificate of appreciation, presented to Convention Corporation of
Kentucky, in recognition of your professionalism and “Adapt and Overcome” attitude
during the National Convention 2020 uncertainty. Well done and thank you. Attest, James
W. “Bill” Oxford, national commander and Daniel S. Wheeler, national adjutant.
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NATIONAL COMMANDER OXFORD: Preventing veteran suicide has been our top
calling as Legionnaires and continues to be. Our next speaker has been actively involved
in that issue. He served as a Marine Corps scout sniper and is a veteran of Operation Iraqi
Freedom. He is currently Colorado’s veteran suicide prevention coordinator. Please
welcome Matt Wetenkamp. (Adpplause)

Address: Matt Wetenkamp, Veteran Suicide Prevention Coordinator
Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment

Hello. Thank you. Thank you to Chairman Bozella, the VA&R Commission, with
whom I've been working on this issue and have been invited to speak. Special thank you
to Joshua Hastings out of the national office. It's been great working with you. I appreciate
you as a colleague and a peer and as a friend now, so thank you for everything. Thank you
to my wife for being here today. Appreciate you. But largely thank you to The American
Legion. You all may be aware The American Legion passed a resolution recently on lethal
means safety. The language in it, I thought, was brilliant. It was perfect. It hit all of the
important points, including at the very end talking about the 2™ amendment and its
importance. So, thank you to The American Legion for stepping up, seeing a need, and
passing that resolution.

A brief bit about my background because I think it's relevant to this conversation. I'm
a lifelong gun owner. I grew up hunting. My family owned guns. A lot of hunting and
shooting. I joined the Marine Corps out of high school. September 11, 2000, was my first
day in the Marines. I was a scout sniper deployed to Iraq in 2003 as part of the initial
invasion, been a gun owner ever since. I spent the last ten years or so working in veterans
services: Nonprofits, universities, community outreach and partnerships, but most
specifically recently, mental health. That's when I really started diving in and how I think
about mental health and guns and suicide really started to change.

Several years ago, a group was founding in Colorado. You may have heard of it, it's
a national initiative between the VA and SAMSA called the Governor's Challenge to
prevent suicide among servicemembers, veterans, and their families. The Colorado team
was among the initial cohort of states to join. We were laying out in the early days of this
what our key priority areas would be. There were going to be four, and pretty much
everybody in the room agreed that lethal means safety should be one of those four. There's
always one, and there was one in the room who said, you all have lost your minds. You
want us to commit twenty-five percent of our attention to convincing veterans to give up
their guns. You're on your own with that one.

I had been through all the trainings, mind you. At this point, I'd been in veterans
services for years, working with wounded warriors, assist training, you name it, the list is
long, and every single one of them mentioned guns and lethal means safety. So, I had all
the info. I'd been given all the information. It was there, but it didn't register. It hadn't stuck
with me. So, I was in that meeting thinking things and saying things like guns are just the
tool. They're the end result. We need to focus upstream, the mental health problems before
they ever get to reaching to the gun, which is true and there's a lot of great work going on,
on that front, but I didn't have that full picture of the guns and suicide piece.

Thankfully, they ignored me and kept lethal means safety as one of the four priority
areas. And fast forward, I had left that position, and the director of Colorado's Office of
Suicide Prevention, the same person who reached out to me to join the Governor's
Challenge earlier, now reached out to me to offer me a job. She said, we've got this project
in Colorado. It's called the Gun Shop Project. It's a lethal means safety initiative reaching
out to communities. I thought to myself, why is she reaching out to me. Does she not
remember what I said about guns and suicide?

I was reminded recently that she also remembered something I said that day, which
anybody who knows me is not surprised because I say this all the time, but I strive to go
through life with a mind that's open to being changed. If I'm wrong, if I'm that one person
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at the table, everybody else gets it and I'm wrong, I don't want to be that person. What am
I missing? Show me. So, I took the job, and I jumped in, and it was all the same trainings.
It was all the same information. So, I had to dig deeper and kind of look at it not as a
clinician or a public health official or a researcher because I'm none of those things. I'm
just a veteran, a gun owner. So, I had to look at it from the veteran and gun owner
perspective. And here's what I found out that changed my mind.

The first thing that jumped out at me was this thought that, well, if it's not a gun today,
it will be something else tomorrow or next week or next month. Someone who's suicidal
and wants to die, they'll find a way eventually, and I found out that might not be true. What
we see is that the vast majority of suicides happen within one day of a personal crisis. This
is whether that person has had prior issues, mental health issues or not. One day of a
personal crisis, job loss, dire medical diagnosis, divorce papers, loss of a child or close
family member. Studies of suicide attempt survivors show that a very, very short window
of time typically passes before first contemplating suicide and actually attempting. Every
study shows this. Eighty percent, less than eight hours. Sixty percent, less than one hour.
The number that always stuck with me was one study showed that fifty percent of these
suicide attempt survivors reported considering for less than ten minutes. Fifty percent
thought about it for less than ten minutes of what was likely the worst point in their lives.

It made me think about all the work I've been in outreach. How many times over the
years have I heard a veteran say to me, I don't need therapy. I don't need counseling. I don't
need mental health services. I'm not crazy. My life just sucks. And that's what I've learned
is that that is mental health issues. Getting served with divorce papers two weeks after you
got fired, that's not just life sucks, that's mental health issues that we have resources for.
Many of you in the audience are those resources. We are those resources to each other.

The second thing I'd learned is that the availability and accessibility and lethality of
the various means of attempting available to someone in that window really matter. Studies
of these survivors show that someone is more likely to delay attempting or even not attempt
at all if the perceived lethality of the means available to them aren't high enough. There's a
small study, mostly young men, who all survived attempting suicide with a firearm. I
always like how they describe that study, right? It's a bit redundant, small study of people
who attempted suicide with a firearm. It's going to be small. I met one of those people
recently actually. His name is Eric. He lives in a rural corner of northwest Colorado, and
he years ago attempted suicide with a shotgun. And he bears the scars to prove it. But he
uses those scars, he takes those scars out into the community now to talk to fellow gun
owners about how grateful he is to be alive.

Again, focusing on the availability and the accessibility actually works, and we've
seen it for close to a century now all over the world. It doesn't matter what the society is or
what the means, the most lethal means of suicide for that given community, it doesn't matter
what it is. It could be town gas, over the counter medications, illicit drugs across Europe,
pesticides in various Asian countries, even most recently with the Israeli defense force and
fircarms, we see that whatever the means are that are killing that society's friends, families,
and neighbors more than anything else, we focus on that, and we talk about it, and we care
about the availability and the accessibility of it to the people among us who are vulnerable,
lives are saved and the suicide numbers start to drop.

And the third point to all this that ties it together for me is that word I keep using. It's
the lethality piece. I always want to pause here when we talk about lethality and think about
lethality of firearms. We know that attempts with a firearm are ninety percent fatal or
higher. We take all the other attempts together, combined they're fatal around five percent
of the time. I lost a friend of mine in high school to a suicide attempt that was not with a
firearm. His suicide attempt was not five percent fatal. I just want to acknowledge that, to
those that we have lost that were not to firearms, there's ways of looking at all of these
numbers, and so a moment to acknowledge all of those that have been lost.

But the point remains that firearms are a lethal tool. We know that as gun owners, as
veterans. I'm always perplexed by this. I do outreach in the community, and someone might




75

Proceedings of Wednesday, September 1, 2021

say to me, why are you focusing on guns? Leave us alone. Are you out talking to people
about cars and ropes and belts and razor blades and caring about who has that? Well, no,
I'm not. Are you carrying a rope in your holster? Guns are a tool. We as veterans know that
better than anybody. They're a very, very lethal tool, designed for a very specific job, and
they're good at it. You'll often see in this topic things like a firearm in the house or a firearm
ownership is an increased risk for suicide or indicates an increased risk for suicide. I know
as a gun owner, and I've heard other gun owners say, you're saying we're crazy? Gun
owners are crazy, that we're more likely to die by suicide? Well, no. Again, it can happen
to anyone.

These are the life crises that are thrown at us and our friends, family, and neighbors
every single day. It can happen to anyone. The difference is that, when gun owners hit that
lowest point, when they're in that tiny window of crisis, when it feels like the world is
closing in and there are no options, there's no way out, how is this going to end other than
if I end it? When they reach out, they have the ninety percent lethal tool at arm's reach. It's
an impulsive act at our lowest point. So, we know all this, right? So, we've got the small
window of crisis, the lethality of firearms, all these things we know, it paints the picture,
well, what can we do then? What is our role as veterans, as gun owners?

Well, another thing you see in firearms research is that in every single study of gun
owners, the number one reason for owning a gun, it's about protection. Protection of my
community, protection of myself and others, protection of my family. It's always about
protection. We are protectors. Recently in my home state of Colorado in Boulder, mass
shooting at a grocery store. How many gun owners do you think imagine themselves to be
just the sort of person who, if they were in the grocery store that day armed, maybe only
one person would have died? How many people in this room feel that way? If you were in
that grocery store that day armed, perhaps only the shooter would have died? I feel that
way about myself. I can say that with confidence. But if I imagine myself to be the sort of
person who would draw my weapon in defense of others, what else will I do in defense?

Another point to all this, I mentioned it at the beginning, it's that term, gun control.
Too often I feel the people talking about lethal means safety work in public health. They
work for the government. They have a lot of initials after their names or maybe just one
initial, but it's the wrong one. So, it complicates everything on this topic of guns. And so
to those who look at this topic of lethal means safety and guns and suicide and say, you
know what, I know what that is. That's a Trojan horse heading towards gun control, and I
want no part of it. Friends, I say to you this is the opposite of that. This is keeping efforts
of gun control perhaps at arm's reach. It's saying, yes, red flag laws, ERPO, confiscation,
those are technically options, but we're going to keep those there. We've got this as
protectors of our community. As gun owners, no one knows better than us the lethality of
these tools, and we'll look out for one another.

Imagine a decade from now what would happen if the suicide numbers in this country
had plummeted, and it was largely as a result of fewer attempts with firearms. Imagine
reading a retrospective in "The New York Times" a decade from now applauding gun
owners for standing up and taking the initiative to say this is a problem affecting all of our
communities. It's destroying families, and rather than your solutions, we have solutions in
our community. So, what does that sound like? What does it feel like? What does it look
like? Well, it's hard to say because the solution is always going to be different. Does that
household need a gun in it 24/7 because of work? What is available in that community for
storage? There are a million different possibilities that arise, but we have to keep those
principles in mind. One day, what's within arm's reach? One thing is ninety percent fatal.
Everything else, less than ten.

There are a couple ways of framing this that I'll leave you with that have been useful
for me over the years, that have motivated me to take action. Now for me, when someone
reaches out to me and says, hey, so and so's in trouble, the first thing that comes to my
mind is do they have guns? Do they have access to the other guns in the house? Is there
somewhere we can keep them for a few days until the dust clears? The first analogy that I
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love to share, drinking and driving, how we changed how we think about that and how we
talk about that and what is and is not socially acceptable. Imagine yourself closing down a
bar with your friend. Late at night you've been there for hours. It's closing time, the lights
are turned on, the friend starts to slide off the stool, can't find the keys. What are you
reaching for your keys for, friend? You're not driving home. We've been here all night.
You can barely stand. Oh, it's fine. I can drive. Walk, take an Uber, anything, please. It's
what any sane person would do, right, if you're a protector of your friend?

Now imagine if the bartender leans over the bar and says leave your friend alone.
What difference does it make? He could trip on the curb. He's drunk. He could trip on the
curb walking home, smash his head, die. The taxi or Uber could get hit by a semi. He can
die any way he gets home. What does the means matter? Of course, the means matters.

You're infinitely more likely to survive, and those around you are likely to survive
with those other options rather than driving. You are the bartender in this situation. You're
the leaders in your communities, post commanders, post leaders, welcoming in the new
veteran who just joined. You're the ones who know about who got served with divorce
papers and who got fired, whose kids are really sick. We need your leadership in the
community. We need you to be the voice of reason as gun owners who can say from the
perspective of a gun owner and a protector of the second amendment and gun rights in this
country and say let me help. Here's why this matters. You, your problems, and your guns
are safe with me until things are better.

So, head home to your communities. Take this with you. Remember how much this
matters, that window of crisis. It doesn't have to be grand. You don't have to say it perfect.
There is no perfect way to tell somebody I care about you, I'm worried about you, we need
you here. Can I hold your guns for a couple days? It's going over to your girlfriend's house
because she had a miscarriage two months ago and today her husband told her he wants a
divorce. Just go tell her you're thinking about her, see if you can take her gun to your safe
for the night. It's going over to the new guy who just joined the post and you find out he's
in trouble and he got fired last week and got home today to an emptied out house and
divorce papers. It's going over there, knocking on his door, making eye contact and telling
him, I'm worried about you. This sucks, but we'll get through it. I've got a lawyer actually
for my divorce. I'll connect you with her tomorrow. She's fantastic. I've got to get home to
Samantha. It's bedtime, got to be there for bedtime, but I'm not going to be able to sleep
tonight knowing you're here alone, empty house, and all those guns here. Can I change the
code on your safe? I'll come back tomorrow. We'll get connected with the lawyer. I know,
I know, I know, I know you wouldn't, but do it for me. I won't be able to sleep tonight
knowing you're here. Just let me change the code. I'll come and do it back tomorrow after
we get you connected to the lawyer or come stay at my place.

It doesn't have to be perfect, just have the conversation, reach out. I mentioned mass
shooting earlier. Imagine the sort of feeling you would carry with you for the rest of your
life knowing you had saved a dozen people by stopping a mass shooting. Could there be
any higher moment in one's life than saving that many lives? There's a mass shooting every
day of veterans in this country, and we can stop it together, and it doesn't take you drawing
your weapon and using it on another human being. All it takes is conversation, an extended
hand, and telling those in our communities who are vulnerable that we've got them. Thank
you. (Applause)

Presentation: Department Membership Awards

NATIONAL COMMANDER OXFORD: It is now time for the membership awards.
The departments and individuals who will be joining me on stage today are being
recognized today for their outstanding membership efforts for the 2020-2021 membership
year. Membership is the lifeblood of our organization. Our members define who we are;
determine what we stand for; and communicate to our nation in one loud, powerful,
resolute voice about what the United States can achieve with unity and courage.
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We are The American Legion, made up of veterans, by veterans, and for veterans. We
have a solemn responsibility to extend a helping hand and embrace our fellow veterans.
Through our friendship and example, they will become aware of who we are and what we
do. This past year has truly been a challenging year for membership. We all know that.
Through faith, goodness, and the warrior spirit, The American Legion endured. We
adapted. We overcame. We served others.

As society re-opens, we must get back to building relationships with our active-duty,
reserve and National Guard units. Through Reconnect, American Legion Riders, Operation
Comfort Warriors, the Family Support Network, and the Veterans & Children Foundation,
we have an opportunity to engage communities and fulfill the promises of our Four Pillars.

Since 1919, we have advocated for every veteran regardless of when or where they
served. Now, more veterans can call The American Legion home because of the LEGION
Act. Recruiting is about growing an organization that is worth belonging to. It is a labor of
love. At this time, I would like for all the Gold and Silver Brigade recruiters to please stand
up. These men and women recruited over 5,000 members into our organization. (Applause)

Thank you on a job well done! Now retention is every bit as important as recruitment.
Recruiting brings in fresh talent with bold ideas and tenacious spirit. Retaining that talent
is where we develop our future leaders. Retention is about leadership, and it requires
leadership. It is about delivering on our promise to care for veterans, their families, and the
communities that we live in. When we open our hearts to the communities we serve, when
we deliver the programs under our Four Pillars, and when we fulfill the promise of
preserving and protecting our great nation for future generations of Americans, our
Legionnaires will stay.

This, my fellow Legionnaires, is why personal contact is critical. We have a great
message and it must be communicated! That’s why in January I asked our posts to conduct
a Buddy Check and reach out to every member within our ranks to simply see how they
are doing and if there was anything we could do to help. This was first conducted under
Commander Reistad around our 100" birthday. We conversed with our veterans and their
families because it is our sacred responsibility to take care of our fellow veterans. Posts
with active and robust Buddy Check programs experienced growth. The Buddy Checks
were heard by Legionnaires around the globe, politicians, and community leaders. Men
and women in the military knew that The American Legion had their backs and that The
American Legion cares.

We need to grow our membership and retain the future leaders of our great American
Legion so that your children and their children and their children can truly love and
appreciate our magnificent country. Now let’s recognize all the departments on stage and
a few individuals for their outstanding efforts in membership this year.

...National Vice Commander MacDonald assumed the Chair.

NATIONAL VICE COMMANDER MACDONALD: Before we get started, I would
like to recognize the following departments for attaining 100 percent of their membership
goal in 2019-2020. These departments not only surpassed their membership goal, but they
also received a Culture of Growth shadowbox as well. Please stand and make some noise
when I call your department: The Department of Colorado. The Department of Mexico.
The Department of Montana. The Department of North Carolina. The Department of the
Philippines. The Department of Wyoming. The Department of Utah. (Applause)

Three of these departments also received the General Henri Gouraud Trophy for being
the first department to attain 100 percent of their membership goal in their respective
category. Category IV, Department of North Carolina. Category V, Department of
Colorado. Category VI, Department of Utah. (Applause)

Now, the first award being presented for the 2021 membership year is the 100 percent
membership goal awarded for exceeding their membership. One department exceeded their
membership goal for the 2020-2021 membership year. A shadowbox is being presented to
the Department of Mexico. Congratulations to the Department of Mexico on exceeding
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their membership goal. Considering everything that has gone on this year, this is a great
accomplishment. (Applause)

Last year, we had four departments meet every target date. They were: Department of
Mexico, Department of Montana, Department of North Carolina, and the Department of
Wyoming. The Department of Mexico also met every target date this year. A plaque is
being presented to them for a job well done.

The next award being presented is the Department Commander of the Year Award.
This award is given to any department commander who meets or exceeds their 100 percent
goal by the May target date. This award is being presented to Department Commander
Milo Vukovich. (Applause)

In 2020, we had seven department commanders who met this challenge: Dean
Noechel, Colorado. Jeffrey Nelson, Montana. James Moore, Jr., North Carolina. John
O’Brien, Philippines. Martha Bigbie, Utah, and Mike Cooke, Wyoming.

The next award being presented is the Culture of Growth Award. This award
recognizes departments for their hard work and dedication to growing their departments
over the previous year. These are outstanding accomplishments and a testament to the
motivation of their members and their ability to implement their strategic plan. By
implementing and working the five priorities within the strategic plan, these departments
saw their membership grow over the last year. These departments are receiving a Culture
of Growth plaque. These awards are being awarded to: Department of Alaska, Commander
Hunter Davis; Department of Florida, Commander William Rick Johnson; Department of
Mexico, Commander Milo Vukovich and the Department of South Carolina, Commander
Walt Richardson. Congratulations, commanders. Your members should take pride in
knowing their hard work paid off this year.

The O.L. Bodenhamer Trophy is presented to the department who led The American
Legion in traditional membership for the Flag Day report of June 14 and is limited to the
52 departments within the United States, including the Departments of the District of
Columbia and Puerto Rico. This plaque is being presented to the Department of South
Dakota. Last year’s winner was the Department of Utah. (4pplause)

The Henry D. Lindsley Trophy is presented to the department that on March 31
attained the highest percentage of membership over its previous year’s membership at that
time. This year’s plaque is being presented to the Department of Utah. Last year's winner
of the trophy was the Department of North Carolina. (Applause)

The next presentation is The American Legion Race to the Top award. It is given to
district commanders who attain at least 100 percent of the district’s assigned membership
objective by March 31. This is the most prestigious award a district commander can earn.
And as always, this contest is very competitive. The separation between qualifying for the
award and the first, second and third place winners at times comes down to just one one-
hundredth of a percentage point in some categories. Last year, the following district
commanders won this award: Steven Anderson, Utah - Category 1, District 3. Jack “JD”
Baker, North Carolina — Category 2, District 25. Devell “Bo” Durham, Jr., North Carolina
— Category 3, District 11. Bruce Carl, Florida — Category 4, District 15. Robert Suelter,
Florida — Category S, District 6. (Applause)

This year’s district commanders are receiving a new cap, polo shirt and a shadowbox
plaque for their efforts. And the winners are: James M. Defrehn, South Carolina - Category
1, District 16. James R. Gibson, South Carolina - Category 2, District 13. Johnny D. Castro,
Florida - Category 3, District 11. For the second year in a row, Bruce Carl, Florida -
Category 4, District 15. Stephen N. Foster, Ohio - Category 5, District 4. (4pplause)

Presentation: National Membership Recruiter of the Year
NATIONAL VICE COMMANDER MACDONALD: Now we are going to present

the National Membership Recruiter of the Year award. This award is given to the individual
certified with the highest number of new members recruited from among all of the
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departments. In 2020, we had a winner who had won the award previously. David Witucki
from the Department of Texas was the National Recruiter of the Year last year. This year
we have someone who is a first-time winner. From the Department of Utah, recruiting 359
new members, please join me in recognizing this dedicated Legionnaire and the 2021
National Membership Recruiter of the Year, from Lester Keate American Legion Post 90,
Martha A. Bigbie. (Applause)

This is but a small token of our appreciation for the job well done. She is receiving a
new cap, polo shirt, shadowbox plaque, and a Recruiter of the Year ring. Without a doubt
you are an outstanding recruiter, who shares a passion for supporting veterans.
Congratulations on a job well done. Would you like to say a few words?

DELEGATE BIGBIE (UT): Just three things. Remember, membership is a team
effort. And we should always include the whole Family because we are the Legion, the
Auxiliary, SAL and the Legion Riders. I approach the membership in three areas. One,
always say hello, thank you for your service to any veteran that you meet. In the
conversation that you talk to them, ask them, is there anything I can do for you or help you
with. And then eventually, when you get comfortable with them, ask them to join the
Legion. Two, the Buddy Checks, greatest thing that ever came down. It allows you to go
out and check with each of your members, which you should put it in your agenda to find
out not only the veteran but their family. You know, we don't want to forget our family
members, because they make our veterans. Three, membership in my areas through your
list that you obtain from the department and national. Reach out to them. At the department
level, assign them to a post. Make that post, then contact that individual. We don't want
them to be forgotten. Thank you for this award. Thank you. (4pplause)

...National Commander Oxford resumed the Chair.

NATIONAL COMMANDER OXFORD: The Consolidated Post Report is a summary
of what the American Legion posts have accomplished in their communities. It’s an
opportunity to tell the story of your post in an easy-to-fill-out form. For the past 20 years
the average response rate nationally has been about 60 percent. When I testified before
Congress in February, only 7,740 posts had submitted their report. In order to increase our
response rate, I continued with the challenge to all departments to improve responses from
their posts. Even so, this year’s response rate decreased 9 percent over last year. Our
response rate declined to 62 percent with 7,740 posts reporting out of 12,453. As you can
see, there is still plenty of room for improvement. Those department commanders that met
my challenge of a 70 percent response rate were Indiana, Florida, Maine, Ohio, California,
Wisconsin, Utah, Tennessee, Montana and South Dakota. I think they all deserve a round
of applause. (Applause)

Now, I have asked to join me on stage today for special recognition those departments
that exceeded my challenge and had a response rate of 95 percent or better. At this time,
we will present their plaques to the department commanders.

...National Vice Commander Heigert assumed the Chair.

Presentation: Consolidated Post Reporting 2019-2021

NATIONAL VICE COMMANDER HEIGERT: Last year we had seven departments
that achieved their Consolidated Post Reporting goal. And they are: the Department of
Idaho, the Department of Maryland, the Department of Montana, the Department of New
Mexico, the Department of Oklahoma, the Department of Oregon, and the Department of
Florida. (Applause)

This year the winner’s are: Eugene D. Brown, Department of Idaho; Philip R. Dorsey,
Department of Maryland; Gary D. Wooten, Department of Nebraska; Milton B. Johnson,
Department of New Mexico; James D. Moore Jr., Department of North Carolina; and
William S. Feasenmyer Jr., Department of Virginia.
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Once again, congratulations to these six departments that went above and beyond the
call of duty. Please don’t stop the hard work. We have a long way to go before we get our
reporting numbers up. And with your help we will. Thank you very much. (4pplause)

...National Commander Oxford resumed the Chair.

Presentation: Certificate of Appreciation

NATIONAL COMMANDER OXFORD: The gentleman who has served as our
national chaplain the past two years has been an articulate spiritual leader. A veteran of
both the Korean and Vietnam wars, he retired as an Army master sergeant. He has served
as a post, district and department chaplain in Indiana, as well as a district commander. He
was given a life membership by Indiana Post 249. He has developed a “Before and After
Ceremony” to be conducted at veteran's and Legionnaire's funerals. It is an honor for me
to present a certificate of appreciation marking his service as national chaplain to Edward
L. Harris, Jr. (Applause)

ANNOUNCER: Certificate of Appreciation, presented to Edward L. Harris, national
chaplain of The American Legion, 2019-2021. Given in recognition of faithful and
honorable service to The American Legion. Signed Daniel S. Wheeler, national adjutant.
James W. “Bill” Oxford, national commander.

Presentation: Daniel J. O'Connor Americanism Trophy

NATIONAL COMMANDER OXFORD: Daniel J. O'Connor was the chairman of the
national Americanism Commission from 1962 to 1983. He was chairman emeritus from
1984 until his passing in 2004. The Daniel J. O'Connor Americanism Trophy is given to
the department that achieves the most outstanding results in conducting Americanism
programs. These programs advance patriotism among the citizens of this nation and
participation in our youth activities. Ladies and gentlemen, the winner of the Daniel J.
O'Connor Americanism Trophy is the Department of Florida. (Applause)

ANNOUNCER: Daniel J. O'Connor Americanism Trophy awarded to the American
Legion Department of Florida in recognition of their most outstanding Americanism
program presented at the 102" National Convention of the American Legion, Phoenix,
Arizona, James W. Bill Oxford, national commander, Richard W. Anderson, chairman,
American Legion Americanism Commission.

NATIONAL COMMANDER OXFORD: At this time, we would like to recognize
Richard Anderson of Connecticut, chairman of the National Convention Committee on
Americanism, for the purposes of a report.

Report: Convention Committee on Americanism
Richard W. Anderson, Connecticut, Chairman

Thank you, Mr. Commander. Before I offer my report, I'd like to take an opportunity
to thank the posts that sponsored the youth champions that we were afforded to see
yesterday. To them, thank you so much for your dedication and commitment to the
programs. And also to you, each and every delegate out here, I wish to extend my personal
congratulations to you for the part that you have played in offering to the well over
thousands of youth in our country the opportunity for a betterment in their lives, in their
future and in the future of our great country, whether it be through the offering of youth
programs or through the many, many scholarships that you're responsible for. Therefore, I
give you my report.

At 8:30 a.m., Sunday, August 29, 2021 there were 84 delegates present assigned to
the Convention Committee on Americanism, consisting of the two subcommittees of
Americanism and Children & Youth, who met in the Phoenix Convention Center, North
Building, North Ballroom, Sections 120A-C, 100 Level in Phoenix, Arizona. Roll call was
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taken and a quorum declared. Richard Anderson (CT) was elected chairman and Mark Avis
(MA) was elected secretary for the purpose of reporting to the Convention.

It was regularly moved, seconded and carried that the committee chairman and
secretary be authorized to accept and sign the report of the Convention Committee on
Americanism on behalf of its delegates.

It was regularly moved, seconded and carried that the chairman of the Americanism
Convention Committee be authorized to accept the actions of the two subcommittees
assigned to Americanism regarding the resolutions assigned to each of the respective
subcommittees.

It was also regularly moved, seconded and carried that the chairman and secretary
may make technical corrections to the resolutions reported out of this convention
committee to ensure proper wording and form without changing the substance or meaning
of the resolution(s).

No further business was discussed at this point and the delegates were then released
to the two subcommittees assigned to the Americanism Convention Committee —
Americanism and Children & Youth - for the purpose of reviewing and acting upon
assigned resolutions.

The Americanism Convention Committee was recessed at this point, subject to recall
by the chairman if required. The Convention subcommittees met and considered their
assigned resolutions as follows:

Children & Youth
Herbert Petit, Louisiana, Chairman

At 9:00 am, Sunday, August 29, 2021, there were 40 delegates present assigned to the
Convention Subcommittee on Children & Youth who met in the Phoenix Convention
Center, North Building, North Ballroom, Section 120D, 100 Level in Phoenix, Arizona.
Roll call was taken and a quorum declared. Herbert Petit (LA) was elected chairman and
Michael Westergren (AR) was elected secretary. The Children & Youth Convention
Subcommittee had no resolutions assigned.

Americanism
Richard Anderson, Connecticut, Chairman

At 9:00 am, Sunday, August 29, 2021, there were 44 delegates present assigned to the
Convention Subcommittee on Americanism who met in the Phoenix Convention Center,
North Building, North Ballroom, Sections 120A-C, 100 Level in Phoenix, Arizona. Roll
call was taken and a quorum declared. Richard Anderson (CT) was elected chairman and
Mark Avis (MA) was elected secretary. The committee considered a total of one resolution
with disposition as follows:

Referred to the Americanism Commission
Resolution No. 4 (CO): Flag Code Amendment for Disposal of Unserviceable Flags

Before I conclude my report, I want to take this opportunity to thank the Americanism
staff in Indianapolis, Indiana, and for Director Jill Druskis' guidance and leadership for the
fine job they did facing the adversities that we face and the challenges that the COVID
pandemic has given us. With that, as a duly elected and registered delegate from the
Department of Connecticut, I move for the adoption of this report. ...Second.

NATIONAL COMMANDER OXFORD: Any discussion? All in favor say aye. Any
opposed, say nay. The report of Americanism is adopted. Having completed the adoption
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of the Americanism report, it is appropriate to announce the winners of two Americanism
awards.

Presentation: Frank N. Belgrano, Jr., Trophy

NATIONAL COMMANDER OXFORD: Frank N. Belgrano, Jr. was national
commander from 1934-1935. He was a founder of the Galileo Post in San Francisco and
was the department commander of California during a peak year for membership and
activity in the Golden State. The Frank Belgrano, Jr., Trophy is given annually to the
department rendering the most outstanding service to the Boy Scouts of America program
during the 12-month period beginning August 1. This year’s winner of the Frank Belgrano,
Jr., Trophy is the Department of Missouri (4pplause)

Presentation: Ralph T. O’Neil Education Trophy

NATIONAL COMMANDER OXFORD: It is only fitting that an education award be
named after a national commander who graduated from Harvard Law School and
interrupted his term as a county attorney in Kansas so he could serve in World War I. The
Ralph T. O’Neil Education Award is given to the department within the United States
documenting the greatest activity in operating the American Legion School Medal
Program. The winning department shows what can be accomplished by an active and
involved American Legion. The winner of the Ralph T. O'Neil Education Award is the
Department of Montana. (4pplause)

Presentation: Garland D. Murphy, Jr. Award

NATIONAL COMMANDER OXFORD: In 1952, Department Commander Dr.
Garland D. Murphy, Jr. of Arkansas, came to The American Legion with an offer to provide
a valuable contribution to be used solely for children. After much study and discussion, the
idea of a foundation was adopted. Eventually, on October 15, 1953, the National Executive
Committee approved the establishment of the foundation and entered into a trust agreement
with Dr. Murphy. Legal work was completed, and on July 9, 1954, the foundation was duly
incorporated under the laws of the State of Indiana. At that time, Dr. Murphy assigned to
the foundation deeds to fractional mineral rights on nearly 10,000 acres of land in the oil-
rich Williston Basin in Montana and North Dakota. To date, more than $18 million has
been awarded to nonprofit organizations to assist the children of this country from the
American Legion Child Welfare Foundation, Inc. Ladies and gentlemen, it is a pleasure to
present this award to the Department of Florida. (4pplause)

ANNOUNCER: The Garland D. Murphy, Jr. Award is presented by the American
Legion Child Welfare Foundation to the American Legion Department of Florida for the
program year 2020-2021. In recognition of their designation as the number one
department, in total contributions received from their volunteers, in support of our annual
program designed to meet the physical, mental, emotional and spiritual needs of our
nation’s children through productive and meaningful grants.

Presentation: U.S. 'Udie' Grant Legacy Award

NATIONAL COMMANDER OXFORD: It is now time for me to present the U.S.
“Udie” Grant Legacy Award. Udie as a member of the National Executive Committee for
38 years. From the Department of Kansas, he also served as a longtime director and later
president of the National Child Welfare Foundation until he joined Post Everlasting in
2004. The U.S. “Udie” Grant Legacy Award recognizes the collective efforts of the
American Legion Family, the Child Welfare Foundation and the affiliated Eight and Forty
in a department. It goes to the department that collectively raises the most money for the
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Child Welfare Foundation during the past program year. The winner of this year's
prestigious award, the Department of Florida. (4pplause)

ANNOUNCER: The U.S. “Udie” Grant Legacy Award, presented by the American
Legion Child Welfare Foundation to the Department of Florida for the program year 2020-
2021, in recognition of outstanding support for the American Legion Child Welfare
Foundation. We thank you.

Presentation: Child Welfare Foundation Meritorious Achievement Award

NATIONAL COMMANDER OXFORD: Next, we will be presenting the Child
Welfare Foundation Meritorious Achievement Award for the highest increase in per capita
giving for the past program year. The winner of this award is the Department of Nevada.
(Applause)

ANNOUNCER: Meritorious Achievement Award achieving the highest increase in
per capita giving for 2020-2021, the American Legion Department of Nevada. The board
of directors gratefully recognizes your outstanding support of the American Legion Child
Welfare Foundation. Service to the critical needs of America's children is made possible
through your caring and generosity.

Presentation: Child Welfare Foundation Excellence Award

NATIONAL COMMANDER OXFORD: We just recognized the department that had
the highest increase in per capita giving for the Child Welfare Foundation. Now it’s time
for the Child Welfare Foundation Excellence Award, given to the department which has
the highest per capita giving to the Child Welfare Foundation during the past year. Again,
the winner is the Department of Nevada. (4pplause)

ANNOUNCER: Excellence Award, achieving the highest in per capita giving for
2020-2021, the American Legion Department of Nevada. The board of directors gratefully
recognizes your outstanding support of the American Legion Child Welfare Foundation.
Service to the critical needs of America’s children is made possible through your caring
and generosity.

NATIONAL COMMANDER OXFORD: Now I would like to call upon the president
of the Child Welfare Foundation, Dennis R. Boland of Florida, for the purposes of a
presentation.

Presentation: Child Welfare Foundation Presentation to the National Commander

CHILD WELFARE FOUNDATION PRESIDENT BOLAND: Good morning.
Commander, on behalf of the board of directors of the Child Welfare Foundation, it is
indeed an honor for me to present to you a Child Welfare five-diamond lapel pin. I have
two of them for your excellent service for the last two years. I know one would be well-
observed on your lapel, and I'm sure Frances would like the other one. The only thing I ask
you, don't give it to her for Christmas or her birthday. (Laughter and applause)

Donations to The American Legion Child Welfare Foundation

NATIONAL COMMANDER OXFORD: At this time, anyone with donations for the
Child Welfare Foundation, I will now accept those on stage.

...National Vice Commander Liebenow assumed the Chair.

DELEGATE SCANLON (VT): Good morning, Legionnaires. I'm Tom Scanlon,
senior vice commander from the Green Mountain State of Vermont. Here with our
delegation chair, our immediate past department commander and our NEC representative.
We're proud to present a check for $1,000 for the Child Welfare Foundation.
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DELEGATE MORRISON (OH): Jim Morrison, Department of Ohio. With us is
Delegation Chairman Roger Friend on behalf of the Department of Ohio Charities, I'm glad
to present a check for $10,000 to the Child Welfare Foundation.

DELEGATE KILE (WV): I'm Bill Kile, chairman of the Southern Bloc Caucus, I'm
here to present the commander with two checks. One for $7,650 for the NEF. And one for
$350 for the national commander's project. Of that $350, $20 belongs to the commander
because we had to fine him this morning. Thank you.

DELEGATE KEEN (MA): Commonwealth of Massachusetts, Department Children
and Youth Chair Sandra Keen and accompanied by Past Department Commander Jodie
Pajak and Commander Toni Dias. On behalf of Massachusetts, we're giving a check today
for $500, bringing our total to over $2,000 this year.

DELEGATE WILEY (NH): Good afternoon. Tom Wiley here, department adjutant,
temporary. On behalf of the great state of New Hampshire, live free or die, Commander
Oxford, the delegation here, which I won't introduce because I'll screw up their names, we
wish to present $1,000 to the Child Welfare Foundation. Thank you very much.

DELEGATE OVERHOLTZ (MI): Sheila Overholtz, assistant sergeant-at-arms, to my
left delegate chairperson Mr. Barry Wood, and second vice commander Post 54, Battle
Creek, Michigan. We're proud to hand you $2,000 to the Child Welfare Fund. Thank you.

DELEGATE BEAUREGARD (CT): Good morning, everyone. Commander Dennis
Beauregard, Department of Connecticut, presents a thousand dollars to the Child Welfare
Foundation.

DELEGATE IOTT (TX): I'm Alan Iott the 20" district adjutant with the 20® District
Vice Commander Danny Moose and 20" District Commander John Hafner, on behalf of
the mighty 20" District, home of the Alamo, and the great state of Texas, we present a
check for $812.30.

UNIDENTIFIED DELEGATE FROM (NE): Good moming. On behalf of the State
of Nebraska, go Cornhuskers, I'd like to present you, commander, with a check for
$1,444.42. ... National Commander Oxford resumed the Chair

NATIONAL COMMANDER OXFORD: I told you I was a numbers guy. In 2020,
donations to the Child Welfare Foundation, $460,795. In 2021, $553,478.72 for a grand
total for the past two years, $1,014,273.72. Great work. (Applause)

... The delegation viewed a series of videos.

NATIONAL COMMANDER OXFORD: Ladies and gentlemen, as a reminder, all
the videos you're seeing yesterday and today are available on the Legion website. They're
downloadable and they're available to be used for meetings, conferences, conventions,
anything you might want to use them for.

Two years ago, The American Legion prevailed in one of the most important First
Amendment cases in Supreme Court history. Thanks to our friends at the First Liberty
Institute, veterans can enjoy their First Amendment freedom as they memorialize their
fallen comrades. The award that they are about to present is named in honor of our dearly
departed friend, The American Legion’s longtime national judge advocate, Philip
Onderdonk. With us today to present that award is a brilliant legal mind and the president
and CEO of First Liberty Institute, Kelly Shackelford. (dpplause)

Presentation: Philip Onderdonk Religious Liberty Award
Kelly Shackelford, President and CEOQ, First Liberty Institute

As I stand here, I think back, it was almost 20 years ago that we realized that
something was happening in the country, that there were attacks on some of our monuments
around the country. First it was the Ten Commandments and different things. And we
realized, you know what? There are going to be attacks on our veterans memorials. This is
just a sign of what's coming. So, we reached out and we said let's call The American Legion
because I can't think of anybody who would be more committed to making sure that those
monuments are never disturbed. So, we called. And we got a man by the name of Philip B.
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Onderdonk Jr., the national judge advocate. And we told him what we thought was coming.
And he agreed. And he said, "You know what? We'll allow you to represent The American
Legion to begin filing briefs in the Supreme Court and other courts because we can't allow
this to happen to our memorials and our monuments that are honoring those who have
given all."

And so that started a process. And before we knew it, we were in court defending the
Pledge of Allegiance with The American Legion. And we won that case. And then we were
defending "In God We Trust," our national motto with The American Legion. And we won
that case. And then the memorials did come under attack. And so, we had the memorial in
Mt. Soledad. If you've never been there, I highly encourage you to go see that incredible
memorial. It is outside of San Diego in La Jolla. And it was under attack. But what
happened at the end of that lawsuit, that memorial, if you go today, is still standing and
you can still see that memorial. And then we were in the Mojave Desert having to defend
that memorial that was put up in 1934 by World War I veterans who just wanted to put
something to remember those who were lost in that war. We went all the way to the
Supreme Court in that case. And we won a victory. And that memorial is still standing. But
that victory was on technical issues and so the issue was still out there.

And so, two years ago, we went to the Supreme Court, representing The American
Legion in defending the Bladensburg Cross. The Bladensburg Cross was put up almost 100
years ago by The American Legion and by mothers who lost their sons in World War L. It
was originally on American Legion land. But eventually it was outside of D.C., the
government built roads around that and they took over the land for its safety and protection.
But they didn't want to disturb the memorial. And then years later the American Humanist
Association came along and filed a lawsuit and said, you can't have this monument on
government land. And at the Federal Court of Appeals one of the judges said, "Why don't
we just cut the arms off the cross; that way nobody will be offended, and we won't have to
tear it down." We realized we were going to have some trouble. And so, they ruled 2-1 that
after 100 years this memorial was going to be declared unconstitutional. So, we went to
the Supreme Court. The result of that is that we had a victory at the United States Supreme
Court. And that victory, and it will always read this way if you look in the law books, it's
the case of The American Legion versus the American Humanist Association. And out next
to it, it says: Win, American Legion. (Applause)

And that not only was a win for that Bladensburg Cross, that set a brand new
precedent. It's really a landmark victory that all memorials and monuments across our land
are now presumptively constitutional and these attacks are over. (Applause)

That's a huge change. But unfortunately, that's not the end of the battle. Because we
have lots of other cases that we're having to defend that The American Legion is right
behind us with. And that is, probably one of the most well-known, is a case we have right
now with the Northeast POW/MIA Network, where they had put up a missing man table,
like we saw last night at the banquet, a round table with all kinds of symbolism, the rose
that's red for the blood that is spilled, the empty chair representing this person who is not
there, the glass tipped upside down because they won't be there to drink it.

This missing man table, which is around the country because of the network, one of
them was put up in the VA Hospital in New Hampshire. In that you see a little case with
the Bible. And that's because many of the missing man tables have a Bible to represent
something greater than themselves. And in this case, this was donated. If you look closely
at the picture, you can see it says "Herk" on top of the case. The man who donated this
bible was in a German prisoner of war camp for almost a year. He said that the bible was
what got him through that experience. And so, he wanted to donate his bible for this display
about the missing man table. And unfortunately, Herk just passed away recently in the
middle of our lawsuit. But what happened is some radicals have filed a lawsuit to say, we
want this table taken down. We want this Bible removed. The VA is standing its ground
right now, as they should. And we're in that lawsuit representing the Northeast POW/MIA
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Network. And we're going to keep fighting this case until at the end we win. But these are
the battles that are still coming at us as we speak. (dpplause)

And so, I would say to you, if you are not already getting the information or want
information, you can go at any time, just spell out the words, firstliberty.org. It will have
the list of all the military cases, all the different things that are going on, the wins, the ones
that are in progress. And you can follow that. And you can even get an e-mail every week
as to what's going on. So, feel free to go there and get the information.

But this POW/MIA case, among many others we have right now, is just a reminder
that this battle is not over. And so, every year we're so proud to be with The American
Legion and to give out a very special award to somebody or some group that is standing
for God and country, which is what The American Legion is all about, and standing for our
religious freedoms to make a difference. We named this award after Philip B. Onderdonk
Jr. who is, of course, the great national judge advocate that we talked to almost 20 years
ago. And so, I think it's the greatest award anybody could ever receive, not just because of
what it means, but because of what they actually get, one of the coolest rifles you'll ever
see. So, watch this video and then at the end I'm going to announce who gets the award this
year. ... The delegation viewed a video.

We cannot thank Henry enough for donating this rifle every year because they believe
in The American Legion and these freedoms that our country was built upon. We want to
thank Henry. This year's award winner of the 2021 Philip B. Onderdonk Jr. Award is the
Northeast POW/MIA Network for their fight for that missing man table that they're still in
the middle of. I think David Ricketts is coming to accept the award. (4pplause)

DAVID RICKETTS: Thank you, American Legion, First Liberty, Roger, Kelly, Mike
and Hyram for all the work you've done with the Northeast POW/MIA Network. I'd like to
give a shout out to our Legion posts that help with the table at the Manchester VA, the
North Conway Post 95 in New Hampshire. And Bob Jones, Bruce Garry, Paul Martin chose
me to come and receive the award for them today.

Bob Jones started the Northeast POW/MIA Network, not only in Meredith, New
Hampshire, but also from Post 49 in Fair Haven, Vermont 34 years ago. The 24" of August
was Bob and Paula's 53" anniversary. They started on the evening of their 19 anniversary
in Meredith, New Hampshire, where it is called the Rock. And the table at the Manchester
VA is a symbol of what we will stand for forever until all our POWs and MIAs are returned
home safely. Thank you and God bless. (Applause)

NATIONAL COMMANDER OXFORD: At this time the Chair would like to
recognize Daniel J. Seehafer, Chairman of the National Convention Committee on
Veterans Employment & Education, for the purposes of a report.

Report: Convention Committee on Veterans Employment & Education
Daniel J. Seehafer, Wisconsin, Chairman

Good moming, Commander Oxford, national officers, past national commanders,
fellow delegates, and, of course, our guests

On Sunday, August 29, 2021, Seventy-Eight (78) members of your Committees on
Employment and Veterans’ Preference and Veterans’ Education, Other Benefits &
Homelessness met at 9:00 am at the Sheraton Phoenix Downtown, Encanto, Second Level,
Phoenix, Arizona, and agreed on the following report, which is respectfully submitted for
your consideration.

The Committees were called to order by Joseph C. Sharpe, Jr. (DC), Director
appointed by the National Adjutant to act as temporary chairman. Adam Treece and Stuart
Lee II (DC), Employment & Education Policy Coordinators for the National Veterans’
Employment & Education Commission, acted as staff liaison and called the roll. A quorum
being present, nominations were received and elected:
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Convention Committee Daniel J. Seehafer (WI), Chairman
James C. Fratolillo (MA), Secretary

After the opening business, the following convention committees received
nominations and elected:

Employment and Veterans Preference: James C. Fratolillo (MA), Chairman
Eugene J. O’Grady (NJ), Secretary

Veterans Education, Other Benefits & Homelessness: Eric Measles (CA), Chairman
Geraldine Hines (TX), Secretary

A Veterans’ Employment & Education Resolutions Screening Committee met on
Friday, August 27, 2021. A report of their actions, with recommendations, was presented
to the Convention Committees for consideration.

The Screening Committee conserved the time of the Convention Committees
substantially. It was chaired by Daniel J. Seehafer, Chairman of the National Veterans’
Employment & Education Commission, and was composed of the following persons:

James Fratolillo (MA)
Geraldine Hince (TX)
Eric W. Measles (CA)
Lloyd H. Woods (ME)

There was one (1) resolution presented for the consideration of this Convention. The

following actions on the resolution was taken by the Convention Committees:
Approved or Approved w/Amendment 1
Consolidated with Resolutions Approved 0

Referred to the Standing Commission 0
Received and Recorded 0
Rejected 0

A motion was made and seconded to authorize the Chairman and Secretary to sign
and deliver the report on the Convention Committees’ behalf.

A report of action taken on the resolution referred to the Standing National Veterans
Employment & Education Commission will be made to the National Executive Committee
and the Adjutant of the Department concerned.

Veterans Education, Other Benefits & Homelessness Committee
Approved Resolutions Or Approved With Amendment

Resolution No. 12: Housing Options For Homeless Veterans
Origin: California
Submitted by: Convention Committee on Veterans Employment & Education
(As Amended)
WHEREAS, A total of 37,252 veterans were experiencing homelessness in the United
States during January 2020, comprising eight percent of all homeless adults; and
WHEREAS, Finding and recruiting landlords is a significant challenge in getting
veterans housed and the demand for housing exceeds supply; and
WHEREAS, The Veterans Health Administration (VHA), Supportive Services for
Veteran Families (SSVF) program served more than 77,500 veterans in the year 2020; and
WHEREAS, The SSVF program provides grants to private non-profit organizations
and consumer cooperatives who utilize a shared housing model to house low-income and
homeless veterans and families; and
WHEREAS, SSVF’s shared housing model allows two or more people to live in
permanent rental housing and share costs; and
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WHEREAS, Shared housing is an adaptive housing approach to end veteran
homelessness; and

WHEREAS, The shared housing model is in line with the concept of veteran
homeowners leasing living spaces in their homes to homeless veterans; now, therefore, be
1t

RESOLVED, By The American Legion in National Convention assembled in
Phoenix, Arizona, August 31, September 1, 2, 2021, That The American Legion urges
the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) to query empty-nest veterans who may be
willing to rent out their empty-rooms, and for VA to collaborate with other
government organizations and non-government organizations to find outside-the-box
and innovative ways to compassionately end veteran homelessness; and, be it finally

RESOLVED, That the Department of Veterans Affairs consider veteran
homeowners who may be willing to lease living spaces in their residences to homeless
veterans as a viable option to end veteran homelessness.

Commander Oxford, as a duly elected and registered delegate of this convention from
the Department of Wisconsin, I move for the adoption of this report. ...Second.

NATIONAL COMMANDER OXFORD: We have a motion and a second. Any
discussion? Hearing none, all in favor say aye. Any opposed, say nay. The report of
Veterans Employment & Education is adopted.

At this time, The American Legion is proud of the men and women who work on
behalf of disabled veterans seeking employment. This year I am happy to present the
Disabled Veterans Outreach Program (DVOP) Specialist of the Year Award to Trevor
Wilson of Fort Collins, Colorado.

ANNOUNCER: The American Legion National Award for Outstanding Disabled
Veterans Outreach Program Specialist 2020 Presented to Trevor Wilson, Fort Collins,
Colorado, for your outstanding service to the veterans of the state of Colorado. Presented
at the 102" National Convention, Phoenix, Arizona, September 1, 2021. (Applause)

Presentation: Disabled Veterans Outreach Program Specialist of the Year Award
Trevor Wilson, Fort Collins, Colorado

Thank you all very much. It is a tremendous honor to be here today, to stand before
you. I would like to give great thanks to every veteran I've worked with, the homeless
individuals, everybody just going through a little bit of a struggle, everyone that's getting
back from a deployment and trying to figure out what they're doing for their next step. It
would not be possible to be here today without our workforce centers, the great people at
Larimer County, everyone we worked with along the way, Volunteers of America, and
everybody who has helped us. It's truly a team effort to be able to be here. Thank you all
very much. (Applause)

Presentation: Employer of the Year Award for Hiring Veterans, Large Category
TriWest Healthcare Alliance, Phoenix, Arizona

NATIONAL COMMANDER OXFORD: Military members transitioning home have
few priorities that are more important than finding meaningful employment. A number of
outstanding employers were recognized by The American Legion at the VE&E Convention
Committee meeting for their work in hiring veterans. But we would like to recognize one
company for its outstanding record of hiring veterans. In the large business category of 200
or more employees, TriWest Healthcare Alliance, Phoenix, Arizona. Accepting the award
is a man whom I will introduce in just a minute, TriWest President and CEO David J.
Mclntyre, Jr.
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ANNOUNCER: The American Legion National Award for the Outstanding Large
Employer of Veterans 2020 presented to TriWest Healthcare Alliance, Phoenix, Arizona,
for an exceptional record in the employment of veterans, presented at the 102" Annual
National Convention, Phoenix, Arizona, September 1, 2021.

NATIONAL COMMANDER OXFORD: The TriWest Healthcare Alliance is
working to ensure that veterans in roughly half the nation have access to high-quality health
care when it is unable to be provided by the Department of Veterans Affairs.

Our next guest is the president and CEO of TriWest and has more than 30 years of
experience, success and accomplishments in national health-care policy development,
business development and leadership in both government and the private sector. He holds
a master’s degree in administrative sciences from Johns Hopkins University. And he just
accepted the Large Employer of the Year Award from us. Again, please welcome David J.
Mclntyre, Jr. (Applause)

Address: David J. McIntyre, Jr.
President and CEO, TriWest Healthcare Alliance

Good afternoon. This month marks 25 years at which we've been privileged to be
engaged in this awesome work that we are able to do as fellow citizens. It's a great honor
for me and for TriWest Healthcare Alliance to join The American Legion's 102*¢ Annual
National Convention here in our company's hometown of Phoenix.

On behalf of our nonprofit donors and all of our employees that are quite a bit more
than 200, I would like to thank The American Legion for honoring our company's
dedication to hiring and supporting our heroes. For 25 years, serving America's veterans
has been our sacred mission. And we are privileged and dedicated to this important work.
Currently, TriWest serves in support of the VA in meeting the health-care needs in the
community for our nation's veterans, offering access to quality care and customer service
through the VA Care Network in the Western United States, Alaska and the Pacific. We
just concluded pinch hitting across the entire country because they had to let our colleague
contractor go. And in 90 days, we and VA in a partnership stood up half the country and
made it accessible. Before that, we were proud to administer the Department of Defense's
Tricare program in the West for 17 years, until it got to the point of stable and we needed
anew challenge. The majority of us at TriWest are intentionally veterans, military retirees,
their spouses, their family members, Guard and reserve members and their families. So,
we know who it is that we're working for and the importance of getting it right for our
nation's most deserving citizens.

Making health care available. The health care that you've earned, where you need it,
when you need it, and how you need it is absolutely imperative. And it's part of making
good at the side of the government on the government's commitment to those of you that
have worn the uniform of the United States and their families. Our work will always honor
those we serve, and we are not going to stray from our commitments.

I'd like to thank The American Legion for the amazing work you do, for the leadership
you provide, for being a needed moral compass when we lose our way and for your
effective advocacy. Measuring up to your name and leading the way with effectiveness for
102 years. Watching that work and watching that determination and that drive gives us
optimism in our work. For 35 years I've been associated with and admiring your
organization, which began when I worked in the Senate for your 2019 Patriot Award
recipient, my old boss, Senator John McCain. He for me defined patriotism. He got it right.
And so do you. The American Legion defines for us what being patriotic is all about. I
have so many examples of you walking the talk over the years. But being here in Phoenix,
not far from the Phoenix VA, please permit me to share one of those stories with you.

As you know, 2014, Phoenix was the epicenter of the access to care crisis for our
nation's veterans. After our organization and the VA were privileged to work at each other's
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side to address the backlogs and eliminate them within three to four months, I went down
to the VA to have a meeting with the staff and the leadership, to hear of the work that they
were doing to refine their operations and how we might be helpful to them. I went to leave
the hospital, and as I walked out the door, I looked to my left, horrified and disgusted at
what I saw on the billboard facing the medical center, for all staff and those they serve to
see as they drove into the VA Medical Center and as they walked in and from work. In
bright letters, the sign read: "They're lying; veterans are dying." I turned to the person I
was walking with and asked, "I wonder how long the billboard space has been purchased."

An hour later, I learned that the party who had put up that demoralizing billboard was
one week behind in paying for the space. Within an hour, we wired the money to buy the
space and signed a long-term lease for its use. We then contacted The American Legion,
who led an effort to design a billboard and a message of appreciation to VA and community
partners, providers, who work in partnership to render care to veterans in need. And that
message of thanks, with The American Legion logo on it, continues to stand as a spring to
the step of all who work for and all who receive care from the Phoenix VA and in the
community. And it has helped the staff there to restore their morale. So, I'd like to say thank
you. (Applause)

As Secretary McDonough, and God bless him for stepping up to the furnace, right,
come into the furnace, opening the door, voluntarily shutting it behind him and getting to
work. God bless him for doing that. Well, his work and the VA's work and our work at
their side to refine the system is not yet done. The providers that we have called to join the
course of those providing care in the community on our watch have now delivered nearly
50 million appointments. Everything from cancer treatment to hangnails to three-organ
transplants and everything in between. Even babies have been born because of the IVF
program that we administer in concert with the VA to couples that would not otherwise be
able to have a child because of their complications from their service. 50 million
appointments. That's not to replace the VA. That's to give the VA the elasticity that they
need to serve veterans at or in their communities on a convenient basis and to supplement
the direct system with the services that they do not otherwise have.

I'm really high on the new secretary. And he's the man for this moment. And he's
going to be intense. He can be intense against us, and he should be intense against the
system, because we have to continue to climb and forge the right steel to make sure that
we deliver in the proper way on this nation's commitments to those who serve and their
families. I have a feeling that the best is still yet to come, in large part because we're going
to have you at our side.

In closing, I want to offer our heartfelt gratitude to our nation's veterans and their
families, especially at this challenging time. I remember September 11. In fact, I was in
this town waiting for my DoD colleagues to join us for a meeting to plot out the next stage
of refinement in our DoD work. And I remember very vividly like it was yesterday standing
and watching in horror the image on the television and comprehending or attempting to do
so on why my colleague was not going to be flying to meet us from Colorado Springs. His
life, our lives, all of our lives changed in that instant. And my six-year-old son was standing
with his hands on the television trying to comprehend what he was watching on the
television. Those who served in response to the events of 9/11 deserve absolutely nothing
but our very, very, very best, from the VA and from TriWest. (Applause)

I'm here to tell you that if you pay doctors and hospitals on time and correctly, they're
glad to see you. And that's what this is all about. It's important for us to remember each
other and be there for each other, especially at this difficult time. And so, I would just say
to all of you that for those that were lost several days ago, you're in our thoughts and our
prayers, and your families as well. And we will, along with others across the country, do
everything we can to honor their service.

As a fellow citizen, I simply want you to know we appreciate all that you have done
and do for this great nation. And we consider it a privilege to stretch ourselves for you.
Thank you. God bless you. And God bless America. (Applause)
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NATIONAL COMMANDER OXFORD: At this time, we'd like to recognize the
Honorable Vincent Gaughan, of Illinois, chairman of the Convention Committee on
Constitutional Amendments, for the purpose of making a report.

Report: Convention Committee on Constitutional Amendments
Vincent M. Gaughan, Illinois, Chairman

Good afternoon. I usually have the pleasure of saying this is the last report of the day,
but I'm not too sure about that right now. National Commander Bill Oxford, National
Adjutant Dan Wheeler, national officers, Distinguished Guests, friends, brother and sister
Legionnaires, this is the committee report on constitutional amendments.

The Committee on Constitutional Amendments met at 8:30 a.m., Sunday, August 29,
2021, in the Phoenix Ballroom C-E, Third Level at the Sheraton, Phoenix, Arizona. Mark
Seavey (VA), Special Projects Counsel called the roll and announced that 39 members of
the Constitutional Amendments Committee were present. The following report was
authorized by the members and is hereby submitted to this Convention.

The meeting was opened by Mark Seavey (VA), Special Projects Counsel, who acted
as temporary Chair. He stated a quorum was present and proceeded to the first order of
business, which was the election of a Chair and secretary.

Vincent M. Gaughan (IL) was elected Chair and Cathy J. Gorst (WI) was duly elected
Secretary. Thereupon they assumed their respective places.

Copies of the Resolutions, the Report of the Standing Committee, the Charter of The
American Legion, National Constitution and By-Laws and the Uniform Code of Procedure
for the Organization of National Conventions of The American Legion, which include the
Standing Rules of Convention, were made available to all members of the Committee at
the meeting.

A motion was made by Larry J. Marcouiller (DE) and seconded by Mark Rick (CA)
that all members of the Standing Committee on Constitution and By-Laws who were
present at the meeting, but not actual delegates to the Convention Committee be seated
with voice but no vote. The motion was carried.

The Chair called upon Mark C. Seavey (VA), Special Projects Counsel, to give a
summary background report on the resolutions assigned to the Committee, which was
done. The Chair said that he was in agreement with Special Projects Counsel, Mark C.
Seavey (VA) and The Standing Committee on Constitution and By-Laws Report and ruled
Resolution No. 19 (MN) was out of order.

Resolution No. 19 (MN) did not contain sufficient language in the resolve clause for
the convention to vote on.

The Chair ruled Resolution No. 19 (MN) was out of order.

Byron Callies (SD) made a motion to affirm the Chair’s ruling. Jim Demarest (IA)
seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.

Not withstanding that Resolution No. 19 (MN) was out of order a full discussion on
the United States Constitution and American Legion Constitution was held. The purpose
of Resolution No. 19 (MN) was resolved by the previous Judge Advocate’s opinion
(October 25, 2012).

The Chair then asked for a motion that the Chair and Secretary be permitted to sign
the report to the Convention on behalf of the members of the Convention Committee.
Charles Bowman (MI) made the motion and it was seconded by Laurie Bowman (IN). The
motion carried unanimously.

Frank A. Porter (MD) made the motion, seconded by Tom Hicks (WV) to attach the
Report of the Constitution and By-laws Committee to this report as an exhibit. The motion
was carried unanimously.

Charles Boman (OH) made a motion to recess, subject to the call of the Chair. The
motion was seconded by Tina Bush (AL). The motion carried unanimously.
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The Chair then thanked the Committee for its cooperation and productive meeting.
The meeting was declared in recess pending a call from the Chair of the Committee.

Mr. Commander, as a delegate to the 102 National Convention of the American
Legion, I move the adoption of this report. ...Second.

NATIONAL COMMANDER OXFORD: Any discussion? Hearing none, all in favor
signify by saying aye. Any opposed, nay. The report of Constitutional Amendments is
adopted. At this point the Chair recognizes Steven A. Brennan of Maryland, chairman of
the National Convention Committee on National Security for the purposes of a report.

Report: Convention Committee on National Security
Steven A. Brennan, Maryland, Chairman

At 9:00 am, Sunday, August 29, 2021, 251 delegates and alternates assigned to the
Convention Committee on National Security initially met in the Sheraton Phoenix
Convention Center, South Building, Exhibit Hall F, and elected Steven Brennan
(Maryland) as Chairman and as Secretary Kenneth Trumbull (Illinois).

After the initial meeting, the following convention sub-committees met, held elections
and dealt with the resolutions assigned to them:

Aerospace Rick Oertel (VA), Chairman
Ted DeMicchi (WI), Secretary

Conventional Armed Forces Thomas Schottenbauer (MN), Chairman
Alvin Diaz (AK), Secretary

Foreign Relations James Lacoursiere (CT), Chairman
Michael Landkamer (NE), Secretary

Law and Order & Homeland Security George Wehrli (FL), Chairman
Richard Keiser (NY), Secretary

Military Benefits & Quality of Life William Flanagan (IL), Chairman
James Holland (SC), Secretary

National Guard and Reserve Forces William Goede (MN), Chairman
Wayne Schorr (FL), Secretary

Unconventional Forces and Intelligence Doug Haggan (FR)Chairman
Dan Watrous (OH), Secretary

At 9:30 am, Sunday, August 29, 2021, the delegates and alternates assigned to the
seven sub-committees attended breakout sessions in The Phoenix Convention Center North
Building, 200 Level, rooms 221-222, 226-227, 229, and 231-232. The convention
committee reconvened in South Building, Exhibit Hall F. Reports of all Convention Sub-
Committees were read, and their recommended actions on resolutions were considered. A
total of five resolutions were assigned to the Convention Committee on National Security
or prepared by the Committee to meet issues that were held to be of concern to The
American Legion and germane to its principles and objectives. The Convention Committee
authorized the Chairman to sign the report of the Convention Committee on National
Security on behalf of its delegates and make technical and administrative corrections to the
resolutions reported out of the Committee.
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Aerospace
Rick Oertel (VA), Chairman

No Resolutions

Conventional Armed Forces
Thomas Schottenbauer, Minnesota, Chairman

Rejected
Resolution No. 15 (OR): Support Department Of Defense Directive 1344.10 And The
Hatch Act Of 1939

Foreign Relations
James Lacoursiere, Connecticut

Approved

Resolution No. 37: Abraham Accords Peace Agreement: Treaty Of Peace, Diplomatic
Relations And Full Normalization Between The United Arab Emirates And The
State Of Israel
Origin: Convention Committee on National Security
Submitted by: Convention Committee on National Security
WHEREAS, On August 13, 2020, a peace agreement between the United Arab
Emirates (UAE) and the State of Israel was agreed upon and mediated by the United States;
and
WHEREAS, With this agreement the UAE has become the third Arab nation, after
Egypt in 1979, and Jordan in 1994, to agree to a normalized relationship with Israel, as
well as the first Persian Gulf country to do so; and
WHEREAS, These accords have grown in part from a common concern over Iran’s
nuclear program, ballistic missile arsenal and support of Hezbollah and other militant
groups; and

WHEREAS, With the signing of the Abraham Accords, Israel and the UAE have
begun the transition to ensure they have lasting peace, stability, security, and prosperity
while working to enhance their respective economies; and

WHEREAS, Since that signing, further agreements have been developed between

Israel and Bahrain, Morocco and Sudan with Bahrain have formally appointed an

ambassador to Israel; and
WHEREAS, The stipulations that have been agreed upon include: 1) Establishment

of Peace, Diplomatic Relations and Normalization, 2) Adherence to the provisions of the

Charter of the United Nations and the principles of international law governing relations

among States, 3) Establishment of embassies and exchange of resident ambassadors, 4)

Promote mutual understanding, cooperation and coordination to provide peace and

stability, particularly taking necessary step to prevent any terrorist or hostile activities

against each other or from their respective territories, 5) Work through bilateral agreements
to promote stability and prosperity in areas of mutual interest, 6) Foster mutual

understanding, respect, co-existence and a culture of peace between their societies, and 7)

Join with the United States to develop and launch a “Strategic Agenda for the Middle East”

to expand regional diplomatic and trade relations; now therefore be it
RESOLVED, By The American Legion in National Convention assembled in

Phoenix, Arizona, August 31, September 1, 2, 2021, That the administration continue

to pursue agreements between Israel and other Middle East countries similar to those

developed under the name 'Abraham Accords'; and, be it further
RESOLVED, That the administration and the United States Congress maintain
a tough stance and resist any agreement that could undermine the strategic rationale
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for the normalization agreements between Israel and the Middle Eastern Gulf states;
and, be it finally

RESOLVED, That the administration and the United States Congress maintain
and enhance the normalization pacts between Israel and a number of Arabs states in
the Middle East, easing Israel’s economic and diplomatic isolation and building a
regional coalition of allies.

Law And Order & Homeland Security
George Wehrli , Florida, Chairman

No Resolutions

Military Benefits And Quality Of Life
William Flanagan, Illinois, Chairman

Rejected
Resolution No. 7 (CA): Department Of Defense Military Medical Malpractice
Resolution No. 30 (WV): Opposed Tricare Fee Increase

Received And Recorded
Resolution No. 28 (OH): Adapt Surplus M-16 Type Service Rifles For Honor Guard
Services

National Guard and Reserve Forces
William Goede, Minnesota, Chairman

No Resolutions

Unconventional Forces & Intelligence
Doug Haggan, France, Chairman

No Resolutions

Mr. Commander, National Officers, and Fellow Delegates. I am particularly pleased
to announce the winners of the National Blood Donor Awards for this past year.
Category I - Departments with 100,000 or more members
Post & Individual Participation: California
Category II - 70,000 to 99,999 members
Post & Individual Participation: Minnesota
Category III - 40,000 to 69,999 members
Post & Individual Participation: Maryland & Wisconsin
Category IV - 25,000 to 39,999 members
Post & Individual Participation: Massachusetts & Nebraska
Category V - 10,000 to 24,999 members
Post & Individual Participation: Oregon
Category VI - less than 10,000 members
Post & Individual Participation: Vermont

Many of our Departments participated in the Reserve Officers Training Corps
(ROTC) Awards Program this year. 6,884 medals were awarded to deserving cadets in
Senior ROTC and Junior ROTC Units. The Winning Departments for 2021 were Illinois,
Ohio, Texas, New York, and Michigan. On behalf of The American Legion and its nearly
2 million members, job well done to the Departments and to our youth of America enrolled
in the ROTC programs.
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Mr. Commander, as a Delegate to this Convention from the Department of Maryland,
I move to adopt this report. ...Second.

NATIONAL COMMANDER OXFORD: Any discussion? Hearing none, all in favor
say aye. Any opposed, nay. Report adopted.

Video Address: Honorable Jon Tester
United States Senate

Greetings from the United States Senate. Thank you for inviting me to share a few
words with you today. And thank you to the veterans here for the many sacrifices that you
have made to keep our nation safe. For generations, The American Legion has played a
critical role in supporting and strengthening the veterans community. And as chairman of
the Senate Veterans' Affairs Committee, it is a privilege working alongside you to deliver
tangible support to veterans across this country.

This past year has showed us what many have known for years, rural veterans are in
desperate need of better access to health care. That is why I'm proud of our recent effort to
expand rural veterans' access to mental health care through the signing of my bipartisan
Sgt. Ketchum Rural Veterans Mental Health Act. This new law will help protect more
veterans, especially those in Montana and other rural parts of the country, from slipping
through the cracks by connecting them with lifesaving care they need and have earned.

With your help, we're also fighting to make good on our promise to provide toxic
exposure veterans of all generations with immediate and lifelong access to VA health care
through my COST of War Act. Together we'll keep pushing this bill every step of the way
until VA delivers these veterans their earned benefits and care, no matter where or when
they served. Again, thank you for the great work that you do on behalf of veterans and their
families. Know that my door is always open. And I'll be continuing to get the job done and
get it done right for all of you. (Applause) ...The delegation viewed a video.

NATIONAL COMMANDER OXFORD: For more than 20 years our next guest has
worked to improve the lives of Riverside County California residents as an elected official
and as a teacher at Rialto High School. That commitment also extends to our nation's
veterans who know him as the chairman of the U.S. House Committee on Veterans' Affairs.
His grandparents were removed from their respective homes and sent to Japanese-
American internment camps during World War II. The families would later settle in
Riverside County, where our guest would graduate as high school valedictorian in 1979.
He attended Harvard College and earned a bachelor's degree in government in 1983. Ladies
and gentlemen, please give a warm American Legion welcome to the Honorable
Congressman Mark Takano. (Applause)

Address: Honorable Mark Takano, Chairman
United States House of Representatives, Committee on Veterans' Affairs

Thank you very much. Well, good afternoon, everyone. I am Congressman Mark
Takano, chairman of the House Committee on Veterans' Affairs. And I am honored to join
you all today. And I want to thank National Commander Oxford for inviting me. It's been
so long since I've seen many of you in person. But I'm glad that The American Legion has
brought us all together again. (Applause)

Now, as chairman, I know of no group more resilient to the upheavals in daily life
than our nation's veterans. And these past two years have been full of upheavals. The
COVID-19 pandemic has upended our lives and added so much uncertainty. We
communicated with our families and friends through screens and went to medical
appointments in our own homes. And many veterans endured excruciating delays in benefit
claims and home-care services. And thousands contended with job losses. Our country was
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forced to adapt.

And now, after nearly 20 years of service and sacrifice in Afghanistan, our U.S. forces
have officially withdrawn. And I know that old wounds have reopened for many veterans
and their families, caregivers and survivors as the world watched the horrific images
coming out of Afghanistan. But our servicemembers accomplished something miraculous.
They safely evacuated more than 120,000 Americans, Afghan allies and citizens of allied
nations in the largest airlift in U.S. history. My heart does break and has broken for the 13
servicemembers lost in terrorist attacks in Kabul last week. The families of the
servicemembers killed and wounded are experiencing unimaginable pain. But they should
know that their loved ones saved countless lives in the evacuation efforts. Their service
was necessary, courageous and it will be eternally valued.

In the days and weeks following our exit, we must remember that compressing 20
years of our involvement in Afghanistan into three weeks of evacuations was always going
to be messy. But this is not to diminish the honorable service of the hundreds of thousands
of veterans who answered our nation's call and left behind their families and communities.
Our servicemembers past and present performed and served with honor and never lost sight
of their duty. And for all who served or supported us in Afghanistan, we thank you. There
will be a time to sort out what could have gone better. But today we must remain focused
on assisting Americans and Afghan allies who have been evacuated and those who are still
seeking refuge. Ending the military mission was the best way to protect the lives of our
troops and allow innocent civilians to leave in the weeks and months ahead. And I
commend President Biden for taking this critical step.

I've heard from many veterans desperate to help their Afghan translators and
colleagues that supported them during Operation Enduring Freedom and Freedom Sentinel.
We remain forever grateful to those who have and continue to serve so selflessly and the
families who made that service possible. Our thoughts are especially with our Gold Star
families and those who bear the wounds of war. This is a difficult time for many who
served and those who supported their loved ones in Afghanistan. Please join me in reaching
out to those veterans in your lives. Check in with your buddies, and if you need help, please
know that it is okay to not be okay right now. VA's crisis line is always there, at 1-800-
273-8255.

Now, I'm acutely aware of the service and sacrifice you have all shown throughout
this pandemic and the withdrawal from Afghanistan. And you have continued to serve your
communities and the brave allies that supported you despite all the unknowns. But this
resilience has not meant that these long months were less of a challenge. So, I want to thank
all of you here in this room. Now, it's really time to say that hope is on the horizon. We
have a safe, reliable COVID-19 vaccine. And because of my bill, the SAVE LIVES Act,
VA has the authority to vaccinate all veterans, caregivers and veteran spouses for this and
future pandemics. (4pplause)

Now, VA quickly became a national leader in vaccinations, with this expanded
authority. And I'm glad I could work with VA to ensure that all of you could get a vaccine
as soon as possible. And, please, if you haven't already, I strongly encourage you to get the
vaccine. Because of the American Rescue Plan, we have provided VA with the resources
needed to handle the influx of patients, as many delayed care due to the pandemic or have
come to rely on VA even more. And as compensation and pension exams were delayed,
we provided additional resources to help the National Personnel Records Center and VA
get through the backlog so veterans and their survivors can access critical benefits. We
worked with VA to waive co-pays for veterans seeking care during the pandemic. There is
no surprise bill coming your way. And if you already paid your co-pays, VA will reimburse
you. (Applause)

We were also able to provide emergency funds to help student veterans as their
schools closed due to the pandemic. Now, the pandemic showcased some of VA's triumphs,
including the success of VA's long-term care and its ability to adapt to a global pandemic,
and even expand its mission to care for civilians during the national emergency. And while
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our nation's nursing homes and state veterans homes were hit particularly hard by the
pandemic, VA's own Community Living Centers experienced minimal outbreaks and
spread of infection.

It quickly became clear that VA has the know-how and experience exemplified by its
talented medical staff to provide superior long-term care. And I'm so grateful these
providers could share this wealth of knowledge through VA's fourth mission. I'm certain
that this support to nursing homes and state veterans homes across the country saved lives.
However, it also spotlighted issues with accountability and VA's limited oversight
authority over state veterans homes. Congress provided key emergency funding for state
veterans homes in the CARES Act and the American Rescue Plan. But I wonder whether
VA should be doing more to help ensure these facilities deliver safe, effective, high-quality
care, and how to best invest VA funds for construction and renovation of these homes. And
that's why I'm considering legislation to require state veterans homes to meet Medicare
requirements for skilled nursing facilities, employ licensed, long-term care administrators,
and to update VA standard for construction of these homes. We must learn the lessons from
this pandemic and rethink VA's relationship with state veterans homes. We simply cannot
allow the disastrous and deadly incidents that occurred in some state veterans homes to
happen again. (Applause)

I know there are certain states that are represented here that were particularly hit hard.
As the pandemic subsides, there is still much more we have to do, and I look forward to
our continued partnership. We will continue to have a busy Congress, and while we keep
responding to the pandemic, we must make progress in other key areas, and that's why I've
directed my committee to prioritize nine issues: to create a more welcoming VA and build
equity for veterans, address toxic exposure, reduce veteran suicide, ensure student veterans
receive quality education, support VA's long-term care, advocate for women, modernize
VA, improve VA's management and oversight, and ensure our legislative accomplishments
are implemented effectively.

The foundation for all of our work depends on creating a VA that is welcoming and
safe for all veterans that enter its doors. Our veteran population is rapidly changing with
more women, LGBTQ+, Black, Asian, Hispanic, and Native veterans than ever before. It's
clear that VA needs a cultural change, and I believe we have seen so far that Secretary
McDonough is making efforts to lead VA in that direction. No veterans should face barriers
accessing the care or benefits they've earned, and no VA employee should face
discrimination in the workplace. We have to look back to learn about past disparities to
figure out how VA can rectify them and work to ensure that all veterans, regardless of
gender, sexuality, gender identity, race, housing status, or citizenship can access VA
equitably.

This will take hard work, and VA cannot do it alone. Given the emerging information
about the troubling connections between the veteran community and domestic violent
extremist groups, we need to rebuild bridges to veterans who may feel they are outside the
community, and that's why my committee started looking into these groups last fall to better
understand why domestic violent extremist groups specifically target veterans and how all
of us, Congress, VA, and our VSO partners, can be a part of the solution. We have a duty
to rehabilitate these veterans and bring them back to the VA community.

Together we can work to support women veterans and ensure that all feel safe entering
a VA facility by eradicating sexual assault and harassment at VA. Last Congress we passed
the Deborah Sampson Act into law, making huge progress, but there's still more to be done.
We can help our nation reckon with the effects of discriminatory military policies and undo
the damage that has been done to LGBTQ veterans since Don't Ask, Don't Tell. My
legislation to establish an LGBTQ commission can help rectify the injustices and create a
more welcoming culture for LGBTQ servicemembers and veterans in the military and at
VA. I want to thank you for standing with me on this legislation.

We must not leave anyone behind in this work, including our deported veterans.
Despite serving our nation honorably and bravely, non-citizen veterans are still exiled from
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the country that they call home and fought to defend. They face significant barriers to
access to benefits that they're eligible for under the law. So, I reintroduced the Veteran
Deportation Prevention and Reform Act because their service matters too. (Applause)

I just want to say that that is so meaningful to hear that coming from this hall, and I
want to thank The American Legion for supporting this critical legislation, and I want to
thank you for your commitment to honoring the promises we made to our veterans
regardless of their citizenship.

Similarly, I introduced the Korean Valor Act because we have a moral obligation to
support our Korean-American veterans. My bill would correct a decades long gap in VA's
allied beneficiary program and begin to rectify significant inequalities between our
European and Asian allies living in the United States. For 63 years veterans of allied forces
from World Wars I and II have been able to enroll in VA health care. Yet today veterans
of the Republic of Korea who fought alongside us in the Vietnam War and who also went
on to become U.S. citizens, they're denied what their European counterparts already have
access to, that is veteran-centric high-quality care from VA. Over 300,000 Koreans fought
alongside the United States in Vietnam. Nearly 3,000 of these veterans are now United
States citizens, but they exist in a limbo, unable to receive care from either the Korean
health-care system or VA. Providing care to these veterans will set a crucial precedent that
Americans stand by their allies and welcome them with open arms. (Applause)

My intent is not to focus on just one group, but to adopt a global posture towards
supporting our allies. Our veterans are our best ambassadors of American values, and by
taking care of these 3,000 Korean-American veterans, we can sustain our alliance with a
crucial ally and advance American ideals around the world.

Now, I'm determined to make good on the promises that we have made to our veterans,
and every day I hear from more and more veterans living with the effects of toxic exposure.
And I'm sure many of you here today have been affected as well. For decades we haven't
honored our promise. Instead, we have tried to address this issue one disability or one
location at a time, often leaving many veterans behind. In the last Congress I was proud to
lead the effort to finally pass the Blue Water Navy Vietnam Veterans Act. (Applause)

And by the applause, I can tell you all know that this was a major accomplishment. I
could not have done this without you and others in the VSO community, but this victory is
bittersweet. Our Vietnam veterans shouldn't have had to wait over 40 years to access the
care and benefits they earned (Applause)

For many, it was too late. I'm going to tell you right now I will not let our post-9/11
veterans suffer the same fate. (Applause)

The cost of war is so much more than just the tanks and guns used in the heat of battle.
For the veterans living with toxic exposure today, they still are in the heat of battle, and
they're paying the price that our nation should be paying. When we send our
servicemembers into harm's way, we do so with a promise to care for them and pay for that
care when they come home. My Honoring Our PACT Act finally recognizes toxic exposure
as a cost of war, and I'm so grateful to have the support of The American Legion. Our
bipartisan bill will finally provide health care to more than 3.5 million veterans exposed to
burn pits and airborne hazards and will concede exposure that is long overdue. (Applause)

It will establish a presumption of service connection for 23 respiratory illnesses and
cancers, and crucially it will overhaul VA's presumptive decision-making process, so
Congress does not have to keep intervening.

Now, I was pleased to see Secretary McDonough take action to begin processing
claims for veterans experiencing asthma, rhinitis, and sinusitis following exposure to toxic
substances and finally recognize these conditions as presumptive, but this is just one piece
of the puzzle. 2021 will be the year we pass comprehensive legislation to address the needs
of all toxic exposed veterans. With a VA secretary committed to this issue, wide VSO
support, including The American Legion, and a president whose own son may have been
impacted by toxic exposure, I believe we have the momentum to get this done. Especially
with Afghanistan fresh in our minds, we cannot forget the promise we made to these
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veterans.

And I know one of my top priorities is also yours, veteran suicide prevention. The
American Legion has been stalwart in calling for its members to be there for each other
with Buddy Check week, and I commend you for this constant reminder that connecting
with each other is one of the most protective ways we can support veterans' mental health
and well-being. This is especially true given the latest news from Afghanistan. In the 116%
Congress, the committee worked tirelessly to develop and pass the Veterans COMPACT
Act, and the Commander John Scott Hannon Veterans Mental Health Care Improvement
Act into law. These bipartisan bills were incredibly strong first steps to reduce veteran
suicide, but as long as 17 veterans die by suicide each day, our work must continue. This
year we've continued our efforts and already passed representative acts, the Sgt. Ketchum
Rural Veterans Mental Health Act into law to increase access to mental health care in rural
communities.

I also know that one of the most stressful periods for servicemembers occurs during
their transition to civilian life, and that's why I introduced the Ensuring Veterans' Smooth
Transition Act, or EVST. By automatically enrolling veterans into VA care during their
transition, we can ensure they're connected to the VA system and its critical mental health
resources, hopefully preventing these veterans from falling into crisis. Now, VSOs,
including The American Legion, have been fighting for this for years, and I'm grateful to
have you behind my bill, and with this very simple step, we can make VA's resources more
acceptable to veterans at a time that is known to be very difficult. Guided by evidence-
based approaches, we will continue to fight for expanded lethal means counseling for all
veterans, cultural competency for community providers, and increased outreach to some of
our most at risk veterans, including women, LGBTQ+, and Native veterans.

Now, we have big goals for this Congress to create a more welcoming and equitable
VA, to finally recognize toxic exposure as a cost of war, and to make meaningful progress
in the fight to reduce veteran suicide. And if we're going to move forward on these goals
and build back veterans' trust in VA, we have to start making serious investments in the
federal agency meant to serve them. That's exactly what President Biden's Build Back
Better Plan will accomplish.

As many of you all well know, most VA hospitals are over 50 years old, and it's clear
there are places where the infrastructure of these buildings is failing our veterans. Chronic
underfunding of VA's capital asset portfolio has left the department trying to deliver 21
century health care in buildings designed to serve veterans who fought in World Wars 1
and II. This is simply unacceptable, especially as VA's footprint will need to increase even
further to care for an expanded population of toxic-exposed veterans that will rely on VA
for their healthcare. So, we need to start building that capacity, both in terms of brick-and-
mortar infrastructure and human capital. The $18 billion set aside for VA in the Build Back
Better Plan will allow us to restore veterans' faith in VA by literally rebuilding the physical
infrastructure of the VA system, investing in VA's workforce, and providing much needed
updates to support structures that serve our veterans.

Now, I'm optimistic about the future of the VA, and I know that with the support and
insight of veterans service organizations, Secretary McDonough and President Biden, we
will be able to fulfill the promises that we've made to our veterans. Together we can build
a stronger, more welcoming, and more effective VA. Our country may not be perfect, but
it is full of promise, and veterans know that that is worth fighting for. So, thank you for
having me. Thank you for your advocacy. Thank you for all of your service. God bless you
and God bless the United States of America. (dpplause)

NATIONAL COMMANDER OXFORD: At this time, the chair would like to
recognize Ralph Bozella of Colorado, chairman of the National Convention Committee on
Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation for the purpose of a report.
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Report: Convention Committee on Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation
Ralph P. Bozella, Colorado, Chairman

On August 29, 2021, 111 members of your Committee on Veterans Affairs &
Rehabilitation met at 9:00 a.m. in the Phoenix Convention Center, South Ballroom. This
report is respectfully submitted for your consideration.

The committee was called to order by Mario Marquez (PI), liaison representative
appointed by the National Adjutant to act as temporary chairman. A quorum being present,
nominations were received for permanent chairman. Ralph P. Bozella (CO), Chairman of
the National VA&R Commission, was unanimously elected chairman of the Convention
Committee on Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation. Exercising the authority granted to him,
the chairman accepted nominations for secretary to the Convention Committee. Pat Rourke
(NY) was voted as Committee Secretary. During their breakout sessions the subcommittees
elected William J. Smith (PA) as Chairman of the Veterans Benefits Subcommittee, and
K. Robert Lewis (CT) as Secretary; Phil Youngblood (GA) as Chairman of the Health
Administration Subcommittee, and James Stanko (CO) as Secretary; Richard Neville (NC)
as Chairman of the National Cemetery Subcommittee, and P. Earl Gleason (NY) as
Secretary.

Subcommittee liaison assignments were as follows: Mario Marquez (PI), Director,
National VA&R Division to the National Convention Committee on Veterans Affairs &
Rehabilitation; Marty Callaghan (MD) the Deputy Director for Claims Services to
Veterans Benefits Subcommittee; Katie Purswell (MD) the Deputy Director for Health
Policy to Health Administration Subcommittee; and Melvin Brown (VA) the Veterans
Program Manager to the National Cemetery Subcommittee.

A committee comprised of department service officers and commission members in a
pre-convention meeting on August 27, 2021, screened and grouped the VA&R resolutions.
A report of their action, with recommendations, was presented to the Convention
Committee for consideration.

The Screening Committee conserved the time of the Convention Committee
substantially. It was chaired by Ralph P. Bozella (CO), the chairman of the VA&R
Commission, and was composed of the following department service officers and
Commission members:

— Adrian Gamboa (MD)
— Phil Youngblood (GA)
— Kate Hahn (MT)

— Pat Rourk (NY)

— Tracy Vawter (MO)

The 16 Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation resolutions presented for the consideration
of this convention were referred by the Resolutions Assignment Committee. The following
actions on the resolutions were taken by the Convention Committee:

Approved or Approved w/Amendment 10
Consolidated with Resolutions Approved 0
Referred to the Standing Commission 2
Received and Recorded 2
Rejected 2

A motion was made and seconded to authorize the chairman and secretary to sign and
deliver the report on the Convention Committee’s behalf.

A report of action taken on the two (2) resolutions referred to the Standing National
Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation Commission will be made to the National Executive
Committee and to the adjutant of the department concerned.
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Approved Resolutions Or Approved With Amendment

Resolution No. 8: Child Care At Vet Centers
Origin: California
Submitted by: Convention Committee on Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation

WHEREAS, Vet Centers, Mobile Vet Centers, and Vet Center Outstations across the
country provide a broad range of counseling, outreach, and referral services; and

WHEREAS, These community-based counseling centers provide a numerous social
and psychological services, including professional readjustment counseling to eligible
veterans, active-duty servicemembers, National Guardsmen and reservists, and their
families; and

WHEREAS, Readjustment counseling is offered to assist in the successful transition
from military to civilian life or after a traumatic event experienced in the military; and

WHEREAS, Individual, group, marriage and family counseling are offered in
addition to referral and connection to other Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) or
community benefits and services; and

WHEREAS, Vet Center counselors and outreach staff, many of whom are veterans
themselves, are experienced and prepared to discuss the tragedies of war, loss, grief, and
transition after trauma; and

WHEREAS, Thousands of veterans, active-duty service members (including Guard
and reservists) and their families receive readjustment counseling at VA’s 300 Vet Centers,
totaling millions of visits; and

WHEREAS, There is a clear need to place additional Vet Center Outstations and/or
Mobile Vet Centers in under-served metropolitan and/or rural areas; and

WHEREAS, Two of the most pressing concerns for single parents is for the VA to
provide child care to veterans at Vet Centers in the same manner as it is provided to
veterans at other VA facilities, and to have VA transportation to fixed Vet Centers and
Outstations similar to transportation to VA Medical Centers and Community Based
Outpatient Clinics (CBOCs); now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, By The American Legion in National Convention assembled in
Phoenix, Arizona, August 31, September 1, 2, 2021, That The American Legion urges
the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) to fund and expand Vet Centers, Mobile
Vet Centers, and Vet Center Outstations, to provide child care at Vet Centers just
like other VA facilities, and to provide VA transportation to fixed Vet Centers and
Outstations.

Resolution No. 20: Veterans Health Administration Include Medical Emergency

Transportation To The Episode of Care
Origin: Minnesota
Submitted by: Convention Committee on Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation

WHEREAS, The Veterans Health Administration (VHA) is the largest integrated
health-care system in the United States, providing care at 1,293 health care
facilities, including 171 Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) Medical Centers and 1,112
outpatient sites of care of varying complexity to over 9 million veterans enrolled in the VA
health-care program; and

WHEREAS, VHA states during a medical emergency a veteran should immediately
seek care at the nearest emergency department (ED), a medical emergency is an injury,
illness, or symptom so severe that a delay in seeking immediate medical attention would
be reasonably expected to be hazardous to life or health; and

WHEREAS, VHA has two legal authorities under which emergency treatment in a
community facility may be paid for by VA:

e Unauthorized Emergency Treatment (Service-connected)-Title 38 United
States Code (U.S.C.) §1728; and
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e Unauthorized Emergency Treatment (Nonservice-connected)-Title 38 U.S.C.
§1725, both laws include land or air ambulance transportation in the
emergency episode of emergency care for payment; and
WHEREAS, The passage of the VA Maintaining Internal Systems and Strengthening
Integrated Outside Networks Act of 2018 "VA MISSION ACT" gives eligible veterans
greater access to health care in the community including covering the costs for episodes of
Authorized Emergency Treatment under a regulation change in Title 38 Code of Federal
Regulations (CFR) §17.4020(c), although emergency medical transportation is not part of
the emergency episode of care and is sent to the local Beneficiary Travel Office to
determine eligibility for VA to pay; and
WHEREAS, VHA Beneficiary Travel eligibility states veterans must meet the
following administrative requirements to qualify for authorized transport:
¢ Unauthorized Emergency Treatment (Service-connected)-Title 38 United
States Code (U.S.C.) §1728; and
Have a service-connected disability or combined rating of 30% or more, or
be in receipt of VA pension, or
previous calendar year income does not exceed maximum VA pension rate, or
projected income in travel year does not exceed maximum VA pension rate or
travel is in connection with service-connected disability or
travel is for compensation & pension exam, or
travel is to obtain a service dog, or
travel relates to VA transplant care and VA clinician documents that special
mode transportation is medically required; and
WHEREAS, VA’s amended regulation changes under the MISSION ACT 38 (CFR)
17.4020(c) states that VA will determine veteran eligibility under this regulation first
before considering for reimbursement under 38 (USC) 1725 or 38 (USC) 1728, with VA’s
extensive community care network via Optum, majority of emergency episodes of care are
authorized under this regulation leaving hundreds of thousands of veterans with unpaid
emergency medical transportation bills because not all veterans are eligible for beneficiary
travel; now, therefore, be it
RESOLVED, By The American Legion in National Convention assembled in
Phoenix, Arizona, August 31, September 1, 2, 2021, That the Veterans Health
Administration amend regulation 38 (CFR) 17.4020(c) to include medical emergency
transportation both air and land to the episode of emergency care.

Resolution No. 21: Extend The Presumptive Period For Service Connection For Gulf
War Veterans With Undiagnosed Illnesses
Origin: Minnesota
Submitted by: Convention Committee on Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation
WHEREAS, The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) presumes that certain
disabilities were caused by military service, because of the unique circumstances of a
specific veteran’s military service, and if a presumed condition is diagnosed or in certain
instances undiagnosed in a veteran in a certain group, they can be awarded disability
compensation; and
WHEREAS, Veterans were coming back from service in the Southwest Asia theater
of operations, they were experiencing unexplained illnesses and symptoms, as Congress
passed S.2358 - Persian Gulf War Veterans Act of 1998 directing VA to administer a
presumptive list of illnesses for Gulf War veterans under 38 CFR § 3.317; and
WHEREAS, For VA purposes, the Persian Gulf War refers to service in the Southwest
Asian theater of military operations beginning on August 2, 1990, at the present time, the
period for the Persian Gulf War extends to December 31, 2021, which means that service
members who have served in the Southwest Asia theater of military operations after
September 2001 are eligible for benefits under VA’s Gulf War presumption; and
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WHEREAS, Veterans in the following groups may qualify for “presumptive”
disability benefits: former prisoners of war who have a condition that is at least 10 percent
disabling; Vietnam Veterans who were exposed to Agent Orange and served in the
Republic of Vietnam between Jan. 9, 1962, and May 7, 1975; Atomic Veterans exposed to
ionizing radiation and who experienced one of the following, participated in atmospheric
nuclear testing, occupied or were prisoners of war in Hiroshima or Nagasaki, served before
Feb. 1, 1992, at a diffusion plant in Paducah, Kentucky, Portsmouth, Ohio or Oak Ridge,
Tennessee, served before Jan. 1, 1974, at Amchitka Island, Alaska; Gulf War Veterans who
served in the Southwest Asia Theater of Operations that have a condition that manifested
to a level of at least 10 percent disabling for a period of 6 months or longer by Dec. 31,
2021; and

WHEREAS, The only presumptive period which VA administers that has a sunset
date is the Gulf War era, stating conditions must manifest to a level of 10% disabling for a
period of 6 months or longer by December 31, 2021, for a veteran to receive service-
connected disability compensation; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, By The American Legion in National Convention assembled in
Phoenix, Arizona, August 31, September 1, 2, 2021, That the Department of Veterans
Affairs amends 38 CFR § 3.317, removing the Gulf War presumptive sunset date and
make it indefinite.

Resolution No. 22: Department Of Veterans Affairs Update Locator Tool To Include

In-Network Community Emergency Care Providers
Origin: Minnesota
Submitted by: Convention Committee on Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation

WHEREAS, With the passage of the VA MISSION Act of 2018, veterans now have
better access and greater choice in their health care through in-network community
providers via improved eligibility criteria, with the new eligibility criteria going into effect
in June 2019, after final regulations were published; and

WHEREAS, VA added language in its community care regulations during the
MISSION Act revisions to include authorizing emergency treatment, specifically, 38 CFR
17.20(c) which applies only to emergency treatment furnished to a covered veteran by an
in-network emergency room provider and does not affect eligibility for, or create any new
rules or conditions affecting, reimbursement for emergency treatment under section 1725
or 1728 of title 38, United States Code; and

WHEREAS, Under the conditions set forth in this regulation, VA may authorize
emergency treatment after it has been furnished to a covered veteran, for purposes of this
paragraph (c), “emergency treatment” has the meaning defined in section 1725(f)(1) of title
38, United States Code, VA may only authorize emergency treatment under this paragraph
(c) if the covered veteran, someone acting on the covered veteran's behalf, or the eligible
entity or provider notifies VA within 72-hours of such care or services being furnished and
VA approves the furnishing of such care or services under paragraph (c)(3) of this section.
(3) VA may approve emergency treatment of a covered veteran under this paragraph (c)
only if the veteran is receiving emergency treatment from an eligible entity or provider, the
notice to VA complies with the provisions of paragraph that it is submitted within 72 hours
of the beginning of such treatment; and

WHEREAS, VA created a Locator Tool via website for enrolled veterans to find “in-
network” community providers to help veterans find the closest place of treatment; and

WHEREAS, VA has not updated its locator tool to reflect the recent regulation
changes, which include in-network community emergency care providers; now, therefore,
be it

RESOLVED, By The American Legion in National Convention assembled in
Phoenix, Arizona, August 31, September 1, 2, 2021, That the Department of Veterans
Affairs (VA) should improve its transparency with veterans by adding a list of in-
network emergency care providers to its locator tool website so veterans can find an
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in-network emergency room closest to them in case of a medical emergency, knowing
VA will cover the episode of care if notified within 72 hours.

Resolution No. 24: Awarding The Purple Heart For Traumatic Brain Injury
Origin: New York
Submitted by: Convention Committee on Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation
WHEREAS, The denial of the Purple Heart Medal reflects a broader skepticism within
the military over the severity of mild traumatic brain injury, often described as one of the
signature wounds of recent conflicts; and

WHEREAS, Traumatic Brain Injury (TBI) is a real damage to the brain caused by the
vibrations of a loud explosion, or a severe blow to the head causing the brain to be jarred
within the skull; and

WHEREAS, Even those with mild TBI may have physiological psychological
symptoms that may occur at the time of the injury, or weeks or months later; and

WHEREAS, Physiological effects of mild TBI include loss of consciousness,
dizziness, disorientation, confusion, headache, difficult sleeping, or oversleeping; and

WHEREAS, Psychological symptoms include sensory problems, sensitivity to light
or sound memory of concentration problems, and

WHEREAS, Moderate to severe TBI can be diagnosed by a medical doctor; now,
therefore, be it

RESOLVED, By The American Legion in National Convention assembled in
Phoenix, Arizona, August 31, September 1, 2, 2021, That The American Legion urge
the Secretary of Defense to award the Purple Heart Medal to active-duty military and
veterans injured in a combat zone who suffer from a traumatic brain injury that is
diagnosed by a medical doctor.

Resolution No. 25: Reconciliation Of Traumatic Memories Protocol For Treatment

Of Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder
Origin: New York _
Submitted by: Convention Committee on Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation

WHEREAS, Post-traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD) is a significant contributor to
suicide ideation throughout the United States; and

WHEREAS, Suicide of our military servicemembers is the highest on record and
military veterans are committing suicide upwards of 20 per day; and

WHEREAS, The stress of multiple deployments, combat injuries, deaths, illnesses,
and guilt challenge the healthiest of families both active duty and veteran; and

WHEREAS, Clinicians managing patients with PTSD have the following goals:
establish a therapeutic alliance, provide ongoing assessment of safety and psychiatric
status, address comorbid disorders, increase the patient’s understanding of and coping with
the effects of exposure to the traumatic event through implementing specific treatments
(e.g. psychoeducation, psychotherapy and psychopharmacology) for PTSD; and

WHEREAS, It is time to face the fact that the currently accepted evidence-based
protocols and drugs used in the private and government healthcare sectors aren’t providing
the care and relief PTSD patients need and require; and

WHEREAS, The Research and Recognition Project Inc., a New York based 501(c)3
non-profit, was formed for the express purpose of performing the comprehensive research
necessary to validate the effectiveness of a treatment for PTSD; and

WHEREAS, Reconsolidation of Traumatic Memories (RTM) is a non-traumatizing,
drug-free, reimaging process which removes nightmares, flashbacks, and the directly
related emotional problems associated with PTSD stress in less than five hours; and

WHEREAS, 96% of the individuals completing the RTM pilot program had a total
cessation of nightmares, flashbacks and directly related emotional problems; and

WHEREAS, These results were confirmed in a follow-up check conducted six months
after treatment signifying the permanence of the relief; and
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WHEREAS, The pilot was followed by three replication studies: first replication-30
male veterans-93% effectiveness-results maintained 12 months after treatment, second
replication-30 female veterans-96% effectiveness, third replication-75 male veterans-90%
effectiveness; and

WHEREAS, The 90%-96% clinical effectiveness results using the RTM Protocol
compared to the 35% clinical effectiveness results for veterans treated with Department of
Veterans Affairs accepted therapies makes the RTM Protocol a genuine breakthrough in
PTSD treatment with national ramifications; and

WHEREAS, PTSD symptoms have lasted far too long, and the goal is not to manage
symptoms, it is time to eliminate the nightmares, flashbacks and directly related emotional
problems thereby reducing suicide ideation; and

WHEREAS, The RTM Protocol has been included in the International Society for
Traumatic Stress Studies’ 2019 book "Effective Treatments for PTSD," the gold standard
of evidence-based PTSD; and

WHEREAS, The American Legion, Department of New York enthusiastically
supports and strongly recommends the RTM Protocol and has donated $25,000 to the
Research and Recognition Project; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, By The American Legion in National Convention assembled in
Phoenix, Arizona, August 31, September 1, 2, 2021, That The American Legion urge
the Secretary of Veterans Affairs and the Secretary of Defense to offer the
Reconsolidation of Traumatic Memories (RTM) Protocol as a treatment option for
veterans and active-duty military suffering from Post-traumatic Stress Disorder
(PTSD); and, be it finally

RESOLVED, That The American Legion urge Congress to provide oversight
and funding to the Department of Veterans Affairs, Department of Defense, and the
Research and Recognition Project for innovative PTSD research and clinical training
in the RTM Treatment Protocol aimed at the national need.

Resolution No. 31: Expansion of the Central Missouri National Cemetery
Origin: Missouri

Submitted by: Convention Committee on Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation
(As Amended)

WHEREAS, The American Legion, a veteran’s organization, chartered and
incorporated by the U.S. Congress in 1919 as a patriotic organization devoted to mutual
helpfulness; and

WHEREAS: The Preamble to the Constitution of The American Legion, wherein the
mission and guiding principles of The American Legion are articulated, states, in part, "To
preserve the memories and incidents of our associations in All Wars"; and

WHEREAS, The combat experiences, great and ultimate sacrifices, and commitment
of the founders of The American Legion during World War One shaped their attitudes,
values, sensibilities, and were paramount in their aspirations regarding what The American
Legion should be and what it might become have been made to preserve the freedoms
guaranteed by the United States Constitution; and

WHEREAS, The national cemetery has sadly been closed to the burial of veterans
since 1969 for all veterans from Cole County and surrounding counties who have earned
this honor and want to be buried in a national cemetery must be buried in Jefferson Barracks
National Cemetery, which is over 135 miles to the east of Springfield National Cemetery,
which is also closed and 137 miles to the southwest in which, almost all travel is by a two-
lane country road; and

WHEREAS, For veterans from the Cole County and surrounding areas who want to
be buried in a state cemetery, they must be buried either in Higginsville at 132 miles to the
northwest of Fort Leonard Wood at 71 miles with a 1.5 or more hour drive to the south or
Springfield at 137 miles to the southwest of Jacksonville at 92 miles to the north of Bloom
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field 235 miles to the southeast in which, almost all travel is by a two-lane country road;
and

WHEREAS, Many of these families of veterans cannot or are limited to how often
they can visit their loved one's graves due to travel distance, seasonal weather, road
conditions, and ability with either age or physical impairment; and

WHEREAS, Many families and veterans are underserved from the surrounding
counties; Audrain (1.8K veterans), Boone (9.4k), Callaway (3.5K), Camden (4.4k), Cole
(5K), Cooper (1.1k), Gasconade (1.1k), Maries (887), Miller (1k), Moniteau (1k), Morgan
(1.7k), and Osage (872) of being interred close to their loved ones; and

WHEREAS, The expansion of the Central Missouri National Cemetery located in our
beautiful capital city, Jefferson City, Missouri, will at a minimum, provide an honored
resting place for 500 “in-ground interments and 5,000 columbarium interments for a
minimal total of 5,500 honorable veteran interments; and

WHEREAS, The Jefferson City Park Board has voted to relocate the park adjacent to
the cemetery to open approximately 0.5 acres for the national cemetery expansion that
would honor our fallen by being buried in a veterans cemetery; and

WHEREAS, That upon approval of either National Cemetery Administration or the
Jefferson City Council, the National Cemetery Expansion Committee with the support of
American Legion Roscoe Enloe Post 5, The American Legion, Department of Missouri 8th
District, will work with the Jefferson City officials to transfer land to the National
Cemetery Administration for final design and funding; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, By The American Legion in National Convention assembled in
Phoenix, Arizona, August 31, September 1, 2, 2021, That The American Legion
recommends approval for the expansion of the Central Missouri National Cemetery.

Resolution No. 34: Department of Veterans Affairs Generate Reminder Letters For

Expiring Claims Submissions
Origin: Illinois
Submitted by: Convention Committee on Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation
(As Amended)

WHEREAS, The American Legion is a national organization of veterans who have
served honorably in our military and have dedicated themselves to the service of
community, state, and nation; and

WHEREAS, The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) has a current procedure in
place called "an Intent to File" which allows veterans and other claimants to contact the
Veterans Administration either by phone, online, or by a prescribed form (21-0966); and

WHEREAS, Once this is received by the VA, the date received becomes the date of
claim for either an increase in existing benefits or brand-new claim; and

WHEREAS, The claimant is sent an official letter advising them that they have one
year from that date to finalize their claim with the official form, thus allowing claimants
time to gather necessary documents and evidence; and

WHEREAS, The VA sets up an internal computer control and if the official form is
not received within the prescribed year, the case is closed; and

WHEREAS, Department Service Oftficers have noticed that due to many reasons, e.g.,
change of jobs, health issues, family problems, relocations, etc., claimants may not file
within the allowed one year, thus losing out on possible retroactive payments if they are
later granted; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, By The American Legion in National Convention assembled in
Phoenix, Arizona, August 31, September 1, 2, 2021, That The American Legion urge
the Department of Veterans Affairs to adjust its internal computer controls on
"Intent to File" claims and generate a reminder letter, 60 days before the one year is
up, to the address of record at that time; and, be it finally
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RESOLVED, That this letter, in the strongest terms, remind the claimant that
their deadline is coming up and if the official claim form is not received, the claimant
runs the risk of losing any retroactive payments that might have been available.

Resolution No. 36: Prevent Gold Star Spouses Loss of Benefits

Origin: Illinois

Submitted by: Convention Committee on Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation
(As Amended)

WHEREAS, U.S. military service is well-known to be a life of sacrifice, long days
away from home, and countless stressors to be borne by the military family, especially by
military spouses, who are recognized as an integral part of the U.S. military support system,
and as part of The American Legion Family; and

WHEREAS, Gold Star spouses, those who have lost their partners in the line of duty
in the US Military, currently receive several benefits such as Death Gratuity, Family
Survivor’s Group Life Insurance, the Survivor Benefit Plan, and other benefits ranging
from emotional support to free education; and

WHEREAS, Under current law, Gold Star spouses lose their benefits if they remarry
before turning 55, and they also lose their Dependency and Indemnity Compensation
benefits if they remarry before turning 57; and

WHEREAS, This situation puts grieving spouses who have lost their partners in a
predicament where earned benefits are lost when individuals hope to remarry and begin
new families after losing a loved one in the service; and,

WHEREAS, This creates an unnecessary burden and these benefits should be
protected by The American Legion, since this affects the following pillars: Veterans Affairs
& Rehabilitation, as this can affect Gold Star spouses also serving in the military leading
to a loss of benefits, it affects Americanism, as this relates to our American values of caring
for the veteran, spouses, and orphans, and it affects Children and Youth, as individuals who
decline to remarry in order to preserve earned benefits, may cause custody and child care
issues; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, By The American Legion in National Convention assembled in
Phoenix, Arizona, August 31, September 1, 2, 2021, That The American Legion takes
the official stance that Gold Star spouses should not lose benefits when remarrying.

Resolution No. 38: Predatory Claims Companies
Origin: Convention Committee on Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation
Submitted by: Convention Committee on Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation
WHEREAS, Predatory claims companies, also known as "pension poachers," are
exploiting veterans and their dependents by charging unreasonable fees for assistance in
filing claims for Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) benefits; and

WHEREAS, Some of these companies are lobbying Congress to legitimize their
services, which are provided free of charge by The American Legion and other veterans
service organizations (VSOs); and

WHEREAS, Legislation was recently introduced in the U.S. Senate that would
authorize a VA pilot program to use the services of such predatory companies, services
referred to in the bill as "pension claim enhancement assistance"; and

WHEREAS, Such "pension claim enhancement assistance" includes services that are
performed free of charge by The American Legion and other VSOs, e.g., consultive
services "based upon a review of each claimant’s specific circumstances," help with
"gathering all necessary supporting documentation," and the "creation of a fully developed
application ready to be submitted" to VA’s Pension Management Centers; and

WHEREAS, This recently introduced legislation erroneously claims that a backlog
exists for VA pension claims, when, in fact, no such backlog exists; and

WHEREAS, As of August 2, 2021, the Veterans Benefits Administration listed in its
Monday Morning Workload Report a total of 242 original pension claims nationwide that
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have been pending for more than 125 days, an amount that cannot reasonably be
characterized as a "backlog"; and

WHEREAS, Predatory claims companies lack VA accreditation and do not have legal
access to veterans’ personal information; thus, they must acquire eBenefits login
information from veterans to track their claims and such acquisitions may be violations of
the law; and

WHEREAS, These companies use confusing, lengthy contracts to lure veterans into
paying unreasonable fees for services that are already provided free of charge by The
American Legion’s accredited representatives; and

WHEREAS, Companies that charge exorbitant fees for "pension claim enhancement
assistance" will, more likely than not, discourage veterans from seeking benefits they are
entitled to, which will adversely affect our most disadvantaged veterans who cannot afford
to sacrifice a portion of their benefits; and

WHEREAS, VA’s Office of General Counsel has advised that one of the best ways
veterans can protect themselves from predatory claims companies is by reporting their
activities to the Federal Trade Commission, which shares its data with federal law
enforcement agencies; and

WHEREAS, Permitting such predatory companies to charge unreasonable fees for
their services, and passing legislation that would protect such deplorable practices, is
counterproductive to the goal of improving the quality of life for America’s veterans and
their dependents and hinders VA’s ability to protect veterans’ privacy; now, therefore, be
1t

RESOLVED, By The American Legion in National Convention assembled in
Phoenix, Arizona, August 31, September 1, 2, 2021, That The American Legion urges
Congress to oppose any legislation that seeks to elevate the standing of predatory
claims companies by legitimizing practices that target veterans and their dependents;
and, be it finally

RESOLVED, That The American Legion urges the Department of Veterans
Affairs Office of Inspector General and Office of General Counsel to work more
effectively with the Federal Trade Commission, Department of Justice, state
attorneys general and state bar associations to identify and prosecute such predatory
claims companies to the fullest extent of the law.

Referred To Standing Commission
Resolution No. 10 (CA): Veteran Support and Outreach
Resolution No. 32 (IL): Three Levels of Compensation for Tinnitus

Received And Recorded
Resolution No. 11 (CA): Expanding Veteran Outreach Efforts to Address Social
Isolation
Resolution No. 35 (IL): Department of Veterans Affairs Child Care Program

Rejected
Resolution No. 13 (CA): Expansion of Veterans Affairs Services
Resolution No. 33 (IL): Department of Veterans Affairs Modify Intent to File Form
21-0966 to Allow for Supplemental Claims

This concludes the Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation Convention Committee
Report, and I move for its acceptance. ...Second.

NATIONAL COMMANDER OXFORD: Is there any discussion? Hearing none, all
in favor say aye. Any opposed, nay. The report of Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation is
adopted.
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Presentation: William F. Lenker National Service Trophy

With the adoption of the Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation report, it is time to
announce the winner of the William F. Lenker National Service Trophy. William F. Lenker
was the chairman of The American Legion national VA&R Commission from 1967 until
1988. He was a true champion for America's veterans. This trophy is awarded annually to
the department that best supports and implements programs to benefit veterans, their
families, and their survivors. For the 2020-2021 program year, the Lenker National Service
Trophy is awarded to the Department of Pennsylvania. (d4pplause)

Presentation: Spirit of Service Award

NATIONAL COMMANDER OXFORD: In our earlier presentation to the Spirit of
Service winners, our Coast Guard Spirit of Service winner's travel was delayed. She was
unable to be with us because of weather, but she is with us today. Let's hear more about
Petty Officer Second Class Jessica Rooks, our Coast Guard Spirit of Service winner.

ANNOUNCER: Our next recipient has demonstrated service before self by dedicating
her time and efforts to many charitable organizations within her community. She
demonstrates her commitment as co-pastor at Christian Muscle Wellness Academy while
also volunteering at Penelope's House, an organization providing safety, protection, and
support to victims of domestic violence and their children.

She also led a collection for Fostering Together Gulf Coast, donating over $300 in
clothing for local foster children and parents. Recognizing the unusual stress the pandemic
had on her community, she organized and taught an eight-week course called Replenished
for a Purpose. Representing the U.S. Coast Guard, please welcome Petty Officer Second
Class Jessica Rooks. (Applause)

NATIONAL COMMANDER OXFORD: I introduced her as second class. She
recently promoted to first class petty officer. (4pplause)

PO1 JESSICA ROOKS: Thank you. Good afternoon. I just wanted to first give honor
and glory to God because without him I wouldn't be here. I would also like to thank my
husband Julian and my three children for allowing me to do everything that I do. I would
like to thank The American Legion for selecting me for this award. I'm very grateful and
honored, and I would also like to thank my command, Aviation Training Center Mobile in
Alabama, Captain Holzer, Chief Warrant Officer Gandy, Chief Warrant Officer Bean, for
taking the time to write this up for me and to put me in for this. I'm just very grateful and
thankful and thank you. (Applause)

Salute to Colors and Recess

NATIONAL COMMANDER OXFORD: Legionnaires, would you please stand and
join me in a salute to the flag of the United States of America. One!

... The delegates rose and saluted the Colors.

NATIONAL COMMANDER OXFORD: Two! The time is 1:02 p.m. The Convention
will stand in recess until 8:30 a.m. tomorrow.

...At 1:02 p.m., the Convention was recessed to reconvene the following day,
September 2, 2021, at 8:30 a.m.






PROCEEDINGS
Third Day

Thursday, September 2, 2021

...At 8:30 a.m., the members assembled for the 102nd Annual National Convention, and
the following proceedings were had.

Call to Order
James W. "Bill" Oxford, North Carolina, National Commander

NATIONAL COMMANDER OXFORD: The convention will come to order.
Sergeant-at-Arms.

NATIONAL SERGEANT-AT-ARMS SHORE: Our nations Colors are in place, by
the numbers. One.

...The delegates rose and saluted the Colors.

NATIONAL SERGEANT-AT-ARMS SHORE: Two.

NATIONAL COMMANDER OXFORD: For the invocation, I call on National
Chaplain Edward L. Harris, Jr., of Indiana.

Invocation
Chaplain Edward L. Harris, Indiana, National Chaplain

Dear God, thank you for this day. And as this petitioner continues to pray, thank you
for allowing us to be a part of it. Dear God, it is the opinion of this servant that the crew is
coming into port and our national adjutant has cleared a berth so our service can be
rewarded, and the next crew take over. Thank you for the blessings of service that we have
received. Thank you for the support from the national staff that has caused what we've tried
to do be very easy to do. God bless our sick, our infirm and our bereaved. All this we ask
in Your name. Amen.

NATIONAL COMMANDER OXFORD: Please remain uncovered as National
Sergeant-at-Arms David S. Shore of North Carolina leads us in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Pledge of Allegiance
David S. Shore, North Carolina, Sergeant-at-Arms

Please join me as we recite the Pledge of Allegiance to our Nation's colors.
...The Convention recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

NATIONAL COMMANDER OXFORD: Please recover. The Convention is now in
session.

Presentation: The American Legion Fourth Estate Award

NATIONAL COMMANDER OXFORD: We begin this morning by recognizing
outstanding achievements in journalism that has a positive impact on a community. The
American Legion Fourth Estate Award is difficult to earn. It is a testament to the
demanding nature of the competition and the quality of entries. Not only do the reports
have to be informative and entertaining, they also have to provide a tangible benefit to
society.

Being honored in the Broadcast Category is WFTS of Tampa, Florida. In its
comprehensive series "The Price of Protection, Problems with Court-Ordered
Guardianship" the ABC Action News ITeam examined problems with many of Florida's
court-ordered guardians who victimize vulnerable seniors while profiting from their care.
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The reporting is believed to have influenced the firing of an agency head by Florida
Governor Ron DeSantis and reforms passed by the state's legislature. Please turn your
attention to the video monitors. ...The Convention viewed a video. (Applause)

NATIONAL COMMANDER OXFORD: Ladies and gentlemen, Investigative
Reporter Adam Walser.

Broadcast Category
WFTS, Tampa, Florida

ADAM WALSER: Thank you so very much for this very prestigious award. And first
of all, thank you so much for your service to our country. If it wasn't for the men and
women who have fought for our freedoms and our rights, we wouldn't be able to do the job
that we do. So, thank you very much. Thank you to my wife for coming here to Phoenix
with me and always supporting me in this. I'd also like to recognize the people on my team
who were involved in this year's long project, including photographer Randy Wright,
producer Melanie Payne, Assistant News Director Mark Zonca, News Director Sarah
Moore and general manager Nick Nicholson. I'd also to like thank my company Scripps
for its investment and dedication to investigative journalism.

Now Britney Spears' court battle and the Netflix hit "I Care a Lot" have brought some
of these problems of guardianship and conservatorship into the national spotlight. But it
still remains a secretive system in which many of our most vulnerable citizens are isolated,
financially exploited and abused. When I moved to Florida in 2013, I had been in the news
business for more than two decades, yet I'd never heard of guardianship. As we started
digging into these issues, it became more and more apparent how corrupt and dysfunctional
this system can be.

In Florida, under guardianship, you can lose all your rights, including the right to vote.
To marry. To choose where you live. To make decisions about your medical care. To
manage your money. To hire a lawyer. And even to choose who you can see and talk to,
and that can even include your friends and family. You can lose all these rights in a very
brief court hearing, which you may not even be allowed to attend. That comes after a brief
examination by a committee of three strangers who decide whether or not you are
incapacitated, which is the legal term for no longer able to take care of yourself. Even
scarier, in Florida, anybody can petition a judge to put you into guardianship. It could be a
child that's left out of a will, an angry business partner, or even a neighbor who wants to
buy your property. And once you find yourself in this system, it's nearly impossible to get
out.

In guardianship, that money you saved your entire life to enjoy your golden years,
will likely be consumed by guardians and their attorneys who can charge hundreds of
dollars an hour. You have no choice when it comes to paying their bill. And if you try to
fight it to get your rights restored, you'll end up spending thousands more. We've seen all
this and more during the years we've done these stories. And I can tell you the fact that this
type of outcome could even happen in one case should frighten every single American.

In the course of our reporting, we've seen officials take notice. A handful of the bad
guardians we've profiled have been arrested. State laws have been changed, and Florida
created a watchdog agency and eventually reorganized it on the order of Governor Ron
DeSantis to address some of those worst offenders. Our job is far from over as bad actors
continue to find new ways to exploit seniors, and judges are assigned far too many cases
to tell what's really going on.

I urge everyone here to take a few minutes and learn about guardianship. There are
free documents available online that you can fill out and have witnessed and notarized that
allow you to name someone you know and trust to serve as your guardian and carry out
your wishes should that need arise. You definitely don't want to leave your most important
decisions to judges or to strangers. Most of the people who end up in guardianship don't
have millions of dollars and millions of fans like Britney Spears. I can tell you, from talking
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to hundreds of victims of this broken system from all over the country, that it can happen
to anybody. And in eight years no one has put it more bluntly than the woman you heard
in that clip a few minutes ago. We're more afraid of the word "guardian" than we are the
word "cancer." You can see all our prior stories at abcactionnews.com/protection. Thank
you very much. (Applause)

NATIONAL COMMANDER OXFORD: The Fourth Estate Internet/New Media
Award goes to Military.com. Reporter Gina Harkins wrote about a short-lived proposal to
close Marine Corps Recruit Depot, Parris Island. Military.com scooped all other outlets
and was the first. The proposal outraged several members of the South Carolina
congressional delegation and many Marines and led to the Parris Island Protection Act. We
have a brief video about this.

... The Convention viewed a video.

NATIONAL COMMANDER OXFORD: Gina is no longer with Military.com and
unable to be with us today. But we have another outstanding reporter from Military.com.
Ladies and gentlemen, please welcome Steve Beynon.

Internet/New Media Category
Military.com

STEVE BEYNON: Good morning. Yes, I am not Gina. She's one of the most
phenomenal reporters in the business and could not make it today. But thank you. I want
to start by thanking The American Legion and expressing the deep gratitude Military.com
has for this honor. The Legion's 100-plus history of advocacy on behalf of veterans, its
commitment to ensuring that those who wear the uniforms are supported by the country
whose flag adorns that uniform, is very much the model Military.com aims to emulate.

I have had the honor of serving myself, having deployed to Afghanistan several times
as a calvary scout. And I still serve today as a guardsman. But my obligation to our
community and the democracy for which we pick up arms extends to my role as a journalist
serving as a watchdog for our community. The journalist for which this honor includes
reporting from Gina Harkins for consideration for coed boot camp for Marine recruits
reporting encapsulates our role as scribes as well as advocates to ensure that every
servicemember is afforded the opportunity and support they have earned through their
willingness to stand and defend our country. Gina has moved on and now serves as an
editor for The Washington Post. But she's left behind a newsroom that represents our role
in writing the first draft of history and ensuring that voices from the military community
are given a microphone that they deserve.

Right now, it's a particularly difficult time for veterans. The end of the war in
Afghanistan, the country unraveling quickly, while a number of Afghans who helped
servicemembers during two decades of war desperately attempted to escape ahead of
Taliban rule. And a humanitarian evacuation that became a target of a terrorist attack that
killed 13 servicemembers has triggered a resurfaced trauma for many veterans. Earlier this
week we learned that there's been a surge of messages to the VA's crisis hotline coinciding
with the Taliban's conquest of Afghanistan. Those who serve continue to grapple with the
complex emotions surrounding the end of the long conflict.

But for all of us, it's a reminder that our community needs our help. The Legion has
played a critical role in the history of this community, helping create strong supportive
platform structures such as the GI Bill. And Military.com continues to ensure that those in
uniform have the opportunity to utilize that support. With reporting like our recent
investigation into how one university failed to help its student veterans obtain some of their
GI Bill benefits with mental health crisis that so many grapple with now in the wounds of
battle, both to their bodies and souls, the war of post-9/11 is unprecedented. We must
commit ourselves to having the hard conversations that our community is feeling. And we
at Military.com are committed to ensuring that those conversations are heard and that all
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servicemembers know that they're not alone during this trying time. And that their needs
will not be ignored.

While we're elated to receive this award from the Legion, it serves mostly as a
reminder of the responsibility that we have to do that reporting helps our community move
forward. And we pledge to do just that even when the conversations are difficult. Thank
you for this honor and our continued partnership in helping share the stories of our
community. Thank you. (4pplause)

NATIONAL COMMANDER OXFORD: The Daily Herald of Arlington Heights,
Illinois, is being recognized in the print category for its series of articles about veterans
who died with no relatives who were willing to arrange funerals. The articles quickly went
viral, prompting hundreds of people from the Chicago area to show support and attend
memorial services for the veterans. The deceased veterans were given the military honors
that they deserved. Let's take a look at this great work. ...The Convention viewed a video.

NATIONAL COMMANDER OXFORD: Accepting the award is visual artist Rick
West. (Applause)

Print Category
Daily Herald, Arlington Heights, Illinois

RICK WEST: Thank you so much. I'm much more used to being on that side of the
podium. First off, I'd like to thank The American Legion for this extremely prestigious
award. Everybody at the Daily Herald is very proud of this work. And I would very much
like to acknowledge Elena Ferrarin, who couldn't be here today. She did most of the heavy
lifting on this. She got the story started. It was her relationship writing stories with Joy in
the past that brought this story to us. I'd also like to thank Dan and Joy Symonds from
Symonds-Madison Funeral Home, because without them none of this would have
happened. They had taken care of funerals like this in the past like Joy had said, but they
had done it quietly. This one time, when they decided to reach out and take a chance, they
found out that the community cares about people. People like this, especially, and
especially veterans. And they came out and they turned out for him, for John James
Murphy, and for several others throughout the year.

We're a community newspaper. We cover local stories. We cover local people. It's
what I love to do. And the thing about that is that everybody's story is important. It's
important to them. It's important to us. And so, we try to do our best on any story. But some
stories just feel a little bit bigger. And they feel a little bit more important. And you feel a
little bit better when you're done with them. These stories were like that.

Elena and I did four or five of these last year together.And like I said, as rewarding as
it was, as much as they resonated with readers, I very much hope that I never do another
one, because it's tragic. It's heartbreaking to hear the stories of someone who has gone
through an entire life, experienced the brotherhood of military service, and then in the end
they're alone.

So, if you know of anyone you haven't heard from in a while who just sort of fell off
the radar, fell off the map, maybe now is the time to reach out to them and see how they're
doing. Reconnect with people. And as long as this does happen, I know that Dan and Joy
will be there for them, and we'll be there to tell their stories as well. So again, thank you
very much. I wish Elena could have been here today. Her work was amazing. That is all.
Thank you. (Applause)

NATIONAL COMMANDER OXFORD: Our next guest attended the U.S. Merchant
Marine Academy and U.S. Naval Post Graduate School. As a naval aviator, he flew 39
combat missions during the Gulf War. As an astronaut, he flew four missions into space
and flew the final flight of Endeavor in 2011. He lives in Tucson with his wife, former
Congresswoman Gabby Giffords. On December 2, 2020, he was elected to finish the term
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of the late Senator John McCain. Please welcome, from the state of Arizona, the Honorable
U.S. Senator Mark Kelly. (4pplause)

Address: Honorable Mark Kelly
United States Senate

Good morning, everybody. It's great to be here. Such an honor to be invited and to be
in the presence of Americans who are dedicated to serving our country and dedicated to
one another. I want to thank, first of all, James Oxford, national commander, Vice Admiral
Yancey Lindsey, the commander of the Navy Installations Command, and Legion
Auxiliary State President Jennie Molina for having me here today. I really appreciate the
opportunity. But most of all I want to thank all of you, every Legionnaire that's here today,
and everybody across the country, thank you for your selfless service. Thank you for your
sacrifice. And thank you for your dedication to our country.

Now, growing up in New Jersey, both of my parents were police officers. They taught
me a lot about public service. And it was their example that inspired me to join the United
States Navy. From 39 combat missions and Operation Desert Storm, to four trips rocketing
into space on the space shuttle, to this new job serving in the United States Senate, I have
always found my purpose in public service. [ know that's something that many of us in this
room and around the country share. [ say this often. I may be a bit biased about this, but I
know that those who join our armed forces, those who put on our nation's uniform and take
the oath, they are the very best, the very best that our country has to offer. (Adpplause)

Never, never has that been clearer than over these past couple of weeks. We saw the
824 Airborne Division, which is where my dad served in the early 1960s. We saw Marines
and Air Force pilots deploy on an hour's notice to facilitate an airlift that got more than
120,000 people out of Afghanistan. An incredible effort. No one but the United States
military could have pulled that off. No one. I'm so grateful for their professionalism and
their courage in the face of constant threats.

Now, it's important we take a moment to recognize those who made the ultimate
sacrifice last week. Eleven Marines, one Navy corpsman and one soldier killed in a terrorist
attack while they protected the airport. Today, we think of their families and loved ones.
And we remember them, and we reflect on their lives and their service and their love of
our country. I know that many of you in this room understand personally that level of
sacrifice better than most. And today you all continue to serve. So, thank you for that.

The Legion's service is as far reaching as our military. And the positive impact of your
work is admirable. Whether it's assisting veterans with their benefits, helping veterans and
their families explore career options, providing family and community support or offering
opportunities for homeless veterans. The American Legion ensures that "Veterans
Strengthening America" is more than just a motto, it's a practice. A practice ingrained in
American values. And one that, both in my past as a naval aviator, as an astronaut and now
as a U.S. senator, I try to put into action every single day. That's because the legacy of this
Senate seat, the one that I'm in, is one of service. It's one of integrity, independence, and
the love of our country.

Like many of you, I imagine like me, you know, your first impressions of John
McCain may not have been of him as a senator. It wasn't for me. But my first impression
of him was of his service in the United States Navy. I remember being at SERE school in
1987, and John McCain was the example of how you continue to serve your country
honorably and bravely in the most impossible circumstance of being shot down and
captured. He was a hero to young Navy pilots like me. I never expected that I would get
the opportunity to meet him later in life or to call him a friend. And I certainly never
expected to be serving in this senate seat, his senate seat. And though his legacy of service
cannot be matched, it is my intention to carry on this mission both on the Senate Armed
Services Committee, where I work to strengthen our national security and Arizona's role
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in it, and on veterans' issues, ensuring that the federal government serves veterans with the
same respect and integrity as our veterans have served our country. (4dpplause)

Thank you. With that in mind, one of the first things I did after taking office was to
form a veterans advisory group, made up of Arizona veterans. Community leaders. We
meet regularly to discuss how to strengthen the partnership between our state's
communities and its servicemembers and veterans and their families. This group's input
and recommendations are central to my work in guaranteeing that every policy, every
program or resource that flows from Washington supports veterans and their families here
at home.

That starts with legislation like the VA Quality Healthcare Accountability and
Transparency Act, which is making progress in the Senate this week. Here in Phoenix,
veterans know what it means when the VA doesn't keep its promise. We know what that's
like. Congressman Ruben Gallego and I introduced this bipartisan legislation to address
issues identified by the Government Accountability Office with how the VA was failing to
disclose information in a way that could be utilized by veterans. This legislation would
require the VA to work with veterans service organizations and veterans and caregivers to
improve the display of staffing and vacancy information and patient wait times and patient
safety and quality of care measures in a way that is easy for veterans to use so they can
make informed decisions about their health care. It would also require the VA to annually
audit the data that is released to the public to ensure that it is both accurate and complete.
That means improving transparency. And giving veterans and veterans service
organizations like yours the tools to better help veterans get the care that they need. And
the care that they've earned. I'm glad to say that just a few weeks ago it advanced
unanimously out of the Senate Veterans Affairs Committee. Together, with my senate
colleagues, I'm working on cutting through red tape to make sure that our veterans get the
care they need without unnecessary delays or hardship.

Earlier this year, as the vaccine was just starting to be distributed, I urged the VA to
expand COVID-19 vaccine eligibility to all veterans and their spouses and ensure that
family members of veterans who passed away due to COVID-19 received the dependent
benefits that they count on. And just last week I joined Republicans and Democrats, my
colleagues, on calling on the VA to do more proactive engagement with post-9/11 veterans
during what is such a difficult time for many, right now with what's happened over the last
couple of weeks.

I've also introduced bipartisan legislation named after fallen United States Navy Petty
Officer Brandon Caserta, who was from Arizona. The Brandon Act would allow
servicemembers to confidentially seek mental health treatment to prevent tragedies like
Brandon's. We are here to serve Arizonians and Americans. That's our mission. My Senate
office is guided by that philosophy. Day in and day out our staff stops at nothing to assist
veterans. In the nine short months since we opened our office, my team has helped prevent
a disabled veteran from being evicted. We've assisted countless Arizonians with obtaining
survivor benefits. We've helped veterans trace and retain their disability benefits. And
we've connected a chronically injured veteran with much needed care closer to home.
These are only a few examples of the cases that we have had the privilege to have an impact
on. And I'm sure that everybody in this room knows exactly the kind of rewarding feeling
you get from successfully helping a veteran.

In recent weeks we've also been all hands on deck to assist Americans and Afghan
partners evacuating Afghanistan. We've worked on hundreds of cases. We've helped many
get out. But this work doesn't stop. And while I'm here, I want to say that my office is at
Arizonian's disposal. It's at your disposal. Please, please reach out if you or somebody that
you know needs help navigating a federal agency. Sometimes it is really hard. We are here
to help. Organizations like The American Legion inspire and inform my service. Working
together we can hold the VA accountable to provide world-class care, cut through
unnecessary bureaucracy, and offer educational, financial and career support to those who
gave so much in service of our nation.
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These are not Democrat or Republican issues. These are American issues. And that's
something Senator McCain understood; that there is common ground to be found,
especially when it comes to strengthening our national defense and taking care of our
servicemembers, veterans and their families. I'm proud to be working alongside with all of
you towards that mission. Mission success. So, thank you once again for your service.
Thank you for your continued dedication to our country and have a great rest of the
convention. Thank you very much, everybody. (Applause)

NATIONAL COMMANDER OXFORD: At this time, we'll be accepting Operation
Comfort Warriors donations. ... National Vice Commander Liebenow assumed the Chair.

Collection of Donations to Operation Comfort Warriors

UNIDENTIFIED DELEGATE (MN): Minnesota donates $1,000 to Operation
Comfort Warriors.

DELEGATE GRIGSBY (MO): Gary Grigsby, commander of the state of Missouri.
Missouri, the home of President Harry S. Truman, is proud to contribute $200 to Operation
Comfort Warriors.

UNIDENTIFIED DELEGATE (VA): Good morning. On behalf of American Legion
Post 16 in the great city of Lynchburg, Virginia, we'd like to contribute $220 to the NEF.

DELEGATE WATSON (TX): I'm Brett Watson, department commander of the Lone
Star State, home of Past National Commander John Brieden and home of leading candidate
for national commander Paul Dillard. We donate $1,500 to OCW.

DELEGATE EIRICH (WI): Greg Eirich, department commander, Department of
Wisconsin, Wisconsin proud, Wisconsin rocks. The Wisconsin American Legion Family,
at the last minute, raised $810 for Operation Comfort Warriors.

DELEGATE FLEMING: (FR): Good morning, John Fleming from China Post 1,
we're donating $3,500 to Operation Comfort Warriors.

UNIDENTIFIED DELEGATE (CA): On behalf of Charles P. Rowe Post 30, Pomona,
and the 18" District we're donating $150 to Operation Comfort Warriors.

PAST NATIONAL COMMANDER KOUTZ (IN): Thank you, commander. With me
on the stage, Department Commander Mark Guillion, our NEC Jerry Jordon and our
alternate NEC Ed Trice. As you know, Operation Comfort Warriors is a special program,
and it means a lot to me. So, I'm trying to be out there and raising as much money as we
can for Operation Comfort Warriors. I know it probably wasn't announced here this week,
but the Department of California just received a $20,000 grant from Operation Comfort
Warriors on Tuesday. So, we're out there helping the veterans, helping the wounded. So,
we want to thank you for that.

Our donations this year, I'm going to read this list because I think it's very important
that everybody gets their name mentioned. Elberfeld Post Legion 351, this is a group of
active-duty soldiers that come home every Christmas, put on a snowball softball
tournament and raise money for Operation Comfort Warriors. In 2020 they raised $1,802.
And another $225. Then we had a donation of Don and Lucy Sutherland, $55. Me and my
wife $50. We had one donation that I got back there for NEF for $20. American Legion
Department of Ohio, the 14" District, $700. American Legion Post 685, Hudson, Ohio,
$300. Bloomville American Legion, $500. Sue Dorner, $20. And 2019 we had another
softball tournament at Elberfeld Post 351, raised $2,292. Branchville Correctional
American Legion Post 390, $1,000. Beech Grove American Legion, 276, $500. Burlington
American Legion 414, $250. Marengo Post 84, $250. Fort Wayne American Legion 241,
$1,000. Elberfeld Juniors American Legion Auxiliary, $1,318.76. And Osceola SAL
Squadron 308, $1,000. Jack and Marylou Cook, $1,000. Alfonso Polito, $100. Larry
Laverty, $300. Richard and Andrea Woodke, $100. Indiana members of the credit union,
$815. Jasonville Sons of The American Legion 172, $200. And Wheatville Squadron 406,
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$1,000. Our total donation today, $14,757.76. Thank you all very much for supporting
Operation Comfort Warriors. (Applause)

DELEGATE WILEY (NH): Good morning. Tom Wiley, department adjutant,
temporary, from the great state of New Hampshire, live free or die. I personally, from
Lebanon Post 22, I personally donated, $100. Thank you. (Applause)

NATIONAL COMMANDER OXFORD: Folks, I told you I'm a numbers guy. The
total Operation Comfort Warriors donations, for 2020, $210,588. For 2021, $447,477, for
a grand total of $658,065. Operation Comfort Warriors in our two years. And we talked
about these numbers yesterday. But all fundraising, all American Legion charities for 2020,
$7,732,771. For 2021, $14,785,145. Grand total for our two years, $22,517,000. Wow.
Great, great, work. (Applause)

Special Presentations

We're now to the point on our agenda that everybody has been waiting for. I would
like to call my family to the lectern. I'm going to start with this beautiful young lady right
here. This is going to be tough, folks, I'll tell ya. This is my daughter-in-law, Deah Reid
Oxford, and this is my son Charles. And my wife Francis. We love you all. (Applause)

Thank you all. And you all can go ahead and sit down. I'd like to invite the national
vice commanders, please come forward. These guys have represented me, and us,
extremely well during the past twenty-four months. I appreciate your devotion and sacrifice
for our great organization. As a token of my appreciation, I would like to present you a
small gift. I turn the microphone over to Rich Heigert. (Applause)

NATIONAL VICE COMMANDER HEIGERT: Commander, on behalf of your
leadership that you've shown us both years, you've been an inspiration to all five of us and
on behalf of all five of us, we'd like to present you with a gift.

NATIONAL COMMANDER OXFORD: Thank you. Goblets. They're trying to tell
me something here. Beautiful.

NATIONAL VICE COMMANDER HEIGERT: This is a hand-engraved decanter
with six glasses that are engraved with each of our names on it, including yours. And also,
so that you can keep that decanter refilled, we have another gift for you.

NATIONAL COMMANDER OXFORD: Thank you. Love you guys. (4pplause)

NATIONAL VICE COMMANDER HEIGERT: I like to now call on the national
historian, sergeant-at-arms, chaplain and my aide to come forward. You each played
important roles in the success of our organization. I salute you for your service. I ask you
please accept these gifts as a token.

AIDE TO THE NATIONAL COMMANDER CLINE: When we were trying to come
up with some good ideas for presents, at the commander's homecoming, he gave out
American Legion World Series baseballs. So, we figured what the heck, we'll give some
back to him. And we got three of them. And we tried to get signatures from every
department and present them to the commander here. That's our first. It took us a long time
between the four of us to get those different signatures written on there. (Applause)

The second one was, there was always a rumor going around that the commander had
been in Marine aviation when he was younger. So, through a lot of research and such, well,
actually Francis gave me a few pictures that proved it. We got him a wooden model of the
aircraft in his original squadron markings accurate. (Applause)

NATIONAL COMMANDER OXFORD: I told you this was going to be hard. But I'd
like to have a few words from National Adjutant Dan Wheeler.

NATIONAL ADJUTANT WHEELER: Mr. Commander, it has been a rare honor and
privilege to serve you and America's veterans under your leadership. We are all grateful to
you for your friendship and your mentorship. And if we had to have any commander serve
more than one term, we unanimously vote for you. And if you want to stay on, we'll tell
Paul Dillard another time. (Laughter)
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Look, your slogan was the Foundation for the Future. And you know a bit about
foundations, and you've made it your theme. You know something about building
foundations. I'm not much of a handyman myself. Only toolbox I have is right here. And
there's not many tools in it. But today your executive directors, national treasurer, myself,
and your division directors purchased a Lowe's gift card for you for $1,500 to help you
build your foundations and your other handiwork. And we hope that as you're doing this,
you'll remember your loyal friends back at national headquarters. We love you and we
thank you so much for your leadership. And don't make yourself a stranger. (4pplause)

NATIONAL COMMANDER OXFORD: They don't know what kind of projects that
I've got coming up, but that will be well used.

...National Vice Commander King assumed the Chair.

NATIONAL VICE COMMANDER KING: After serving the last two years as
national vice commander, I'm honored to represent all members of The American Legion
in presiding over the next order of business. At this time, we will present to National
Commander James W. "Bill" Oxford the colors of his year in office and plaque. At this
time, I call on Past National Commander Daniel A. Ludwig to present the colors.

Presentation: Plaque and Colors to Outgoing National Commander
Daniel A Ludwig, Minnesota, Past National Commander (Colors)
John P. Comer, Massachusetts, Past National Commander (Plaque)

PAST NATIONAL COMMANDER LUDWIG: Thank you, National Vice
Commander King. Legionnaires, distinguished guests, please rise as we present the colors
to the national commander. I call on the color guard from Harrisburg Post 472, Houston,
Texas, to bring the Colors of the national commander to center stage. Hand salute.

... The delegation rendered a salute to the Colors.

PAST NATIONAL COMMANDER LUDWIG: Two. Please be seated. National
Commander Oxford, I invite you to join me at the lectern. Commander Oxford, you have
now cemented your legacy as the longest-serving national commander in the history of our
great organization. (Applause)

You enlisted for an additional year, not because of personal ambition or a drive for
power, you did it out of devotion and obligation to serve The American Legion through
challenges not seen since World War Two and the Great Depression. You remained
optimistic and steadfast. Society may have shut down during the pandemic, but The
American Legion continued to serve in communities around the world under your
leadership. From blood drives to online job fairs, you kept this engine running. We have
built an incredible relationship with Ganassi Racing and adopted the motto "Veterans
Strengthening America," all during your term of office. Perhaps most importantly, you
have raised public awareness about The American Legion's commitment to end veterans
suicide.

National Commander Oxford, you are about to earn a new title, that of past national
commander. This coveted title says you did your duty and left your imprint on our enduring
legacy. You have also earned a well-deserved rest, and the eternal gratitude of our
American Legion Family. And so, commander, I am pleased and honored to present these
Colors, your Colors, to you. I present them on behalf of all Legionnaires who respect you
for your courage and commitment to The American Legion. For your service and sacrifice
to all veterans. And for your love and loyalty to God and country. May God bless you and
your family always. Commander Bill Oxford, your Colors. (4dpplause)

NATIONAL COMMANDER OXFORD: Color Guard, please retire my Colors. Hand
Salute! ... The delegation rendered a salute to the Colors.

NATIONAL COMMANDER OXFORD: Two! Thank you, Dan. When this thing
started two years ago, I didn't have a clue, but I am just so thankful for the opportunity. I
want to take a couple of moments to express thanks to some different folks. First of all, I'd
like to thank my family for being here. They have been so supportive. (Applause)
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I'd like to thank Commander Ludwig for doing the ceremony. I'd like to thank Dan
Wheeler for his help, support, advice, direction and his staff. I mean, the folks in the
Indianapolis, the folks in D.C. all do great work. We need to recognize their commitment,
but Dan, thanks very much for your help and support. (4pplause)

And a special thanks to our national vice commanders, Dave, Frank, Rick, Bruce and
Rob. They have represented us across this country well. Gentlemen, thank you. (4pplause)

But to the people most important, to our department, our division, our district, our
post commanders, and county commanders, that's where the rubber meets the road. That's
where the boots are on the ground. Thank you for your help, support, advice, direction and
the welcome we received in your different departments. (dpplause)

And to the adjutants of those same organizations. Department, division, county,
district, post adjutants, they're the first sergeants of our organization, thank you all for your
help, support, advice, direction and promoting our American Legion ideals. (Applause)

Absolutely. But the most important people in our organization, that's the Blue Cap
Legionnaires Without you, we could not do the job that we do. Thank you. Thank you.
Thank you. Thank you. (4pplause)

I'd like to group every one of those people together. That's most of all the friends that
we've met and got to know across the country, across the world. But those friendships that
we made and are developing and will continue to have are most important to us. But I'm
going to finish this section with a special thanks to my aide, Larry Cline, many hours, we
didn't always agree, but hours of do this, don't do that, where did he go? Those kinds of
things are an extremely valuable contribution to the commander's job. But Larry, thanks
very much for what you have done. (4pplause)

...National Vice Commander Feuerbach assumed the Chair.

NATIONAL VICE COMMANDER FEUERBACH: I now call on Past National
Commander John P. "Jake" Comer to present the plaque to our outgoing national
commanders.

PAST NATIONAL COMMANDER COMER: Thank you very much. What an honor
that's been given to me in the presenting of this plaque. Each year those are special
appointments. Commander, will you please join me.

We can never truly predict what will happen during our time as national commander.
Lynn Stambaugh was the Pearl Harbor commander. Ric Santos of Delaware was our 9/11
commander. And now, American Legion history will list you as our COVID-19
commander.

When you were elected in 2019, nobody had ever heard of the coronavirus. A year
later, we all knew what it was and the enormous threat it represented to all. Your steady
and responsible leadership throughout the crisis was essential. You frequently reminded us
that America has made it through many challenges and that we always overcame them.
Zoom, social distancing, PPE. Who even knew what these things were two years ago? But
you understood the need to embrace these changes and prioritized the safety of our
members and our youth program participants. Even during long stretches when department
visits were cancelled and you worked from home, you kept advocating for veterans,
families and our allies in Afghanistan.

No other national commander was given a second year. But you used that extra time
wisely. I am happy to present to you a plaque, which attests to your election to the high
office of national commander of The American Legion. It is given in appreciation of your
dedicated leadership and in recognition of your devoted service to God and country, and in
token of the high esteem of your fellow Legionnaires. It is presented this second day of
September, before the delegates assembled at the National Convention in Phoenix,
Arizona. Congratulations, Commander Oxford. (Applause)

NATIONAL COMMANDER OXFORD: During my previous remarks, I neglected
to mention the Department of North Carolina. Thank you all! (Cheers and applause)

I've had many thoughts about how this would be and what it would be like. And I've
changed my comments several, several times since I started. But I think that I just want to
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talk about just a couple of things. I could talk about all of the fabulous places that we've
seen, the wonders of the country, the wonders of the world. And I mean there are multiple,
White House, and many others, all across the world. Well, maybe I could talk about all of
the fabulous and famous people that we've met. I mean, multiple presidents, congressmen,
Chip Ganassi, Jimmie Johnson, the list goes on, congressmen and senators. But I decided
not to do that. I wanted to put some emphasis on one of the most memorable things that
sticks in my mind. It is the most selfless act that I have seen.

We were in Puerto Rico last year, during the earthquakes. We got to Post 87 in
Guanica, Puerto Rico. Post Commander Clemente Delgado was at the post collecting relief
supplies, food, clothing, medical supplies for the people who had been affected by the
earthquakes. We got to the post. In Puerto Rico, some of the streets are narrow. So, we
parked half on the street, half on the sidewalk. We got ready to get out. The van goes blblbl.
The driver says, "Oh, that was the wind." It was another earthquake. But we got into the
post. The post commander was there. He gave us the tour, explained what he was doing,
the needs. And we probably spent a couple of hours, but that post commander was working
to support his fellow countrymen from his post. His post was pretty much destroyed. There
were cracks this big in his building. And I have not heard how that has turned out. But the
building was pretty much demolished. But we spent several hours.

After we got through, Clemente said, "Follow me over to my house." And we didn't
know what to expect. I thought maybe we'd have a glass of tea or a sandwich. But we got
to his house. His house was relatively new. Within three to five years old. But his house
was on its side. This post commander was more worried about his countrymen, his fellow
citizens, than he was his own well-being. The most selfless act I've ever seen. (Applause)

But I'm sure your new commander will tell you about his theme and his plans and
where he wants to take the organization. But please don't forget about my theme. The
Foundation for the Future. The American Legion is 102-years-old. And we've got to
remember just as valuable just as important just as relevant as we've ever been. But we,
you, me, we, us, we are the future of our organization. The decisions that we make today,
the ones we made yesterday and the ones we will make tomorrow are affecting our
organization and will for decades to come. Please remember that. Make that consideration
in every decision that you make.

Two parts. We've got to make sure membership gets back to a level that we can accept.
We've had some hard membership years. COVID has dealt us some hands that really we
didn't want to hold, but we've didn’t have a choice. We've got to continue to move forward
and make sure everybody gets to be a recruiter, retainer an inviter. We have to have the
whole Legion Family as part of our membership team. I can't do it. Commander Paul can't
do it, but we can do it. We've got to make sure we remember the future of our organization
when we think about membership. (4pplause)

But when we think about the future, we have to make sure we understand we can also
impact the future of our country with our children and youth programs. We are teaching,
coaching, developing, mentoring the future leaders of this country with our children and
youth programs. The numbers are astonishing. The graduates that we have from our
programs is astonishing. They're involved with every level of government. We've got to
make sure we continue to support, endorse, promote and make sure those children and
youth programs are continued to be supported. Please remember the future of our
organization when you think about these past two years. The foundation for the future starts
here. We are it. Thank you, all. (4pplause)

...National Commander Oxford resumed the Chair.
Special Order of Business: Election of National Officers

NATIONAL COMMANDER OXFORD: We have come now to a special order of
business, the election of national officers. Counsel, will you read the rules.
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HONORABLE JUDGE GAUGHAN: These are the rules for election of national
officers are as follows, and these are the rules that we'll follow. Voting shall be by
acclamation, except when a roll call is demanded by the chairmen of at least three
departments. Election of national officers shall be by roll call. Prior to the election of
national officers, the national commander shall appoint, subject to the approval of the
Convention, a judge of election and such number of tellers as he deems necessary, provided
that the total tellers so appointed shall be an odd number. In a contested election each
candidate going to the ballot shall be entitled to one teller of his choice.

Nominations for national officers shall be from the floor on roll call of the departments
alphabetically arranged. Each department may present as many candidates as it chooses.
Nominating speeches for national officers shall be limited to five minutes each. Not more
than two seconding speeches shall be made for any candidate and said speeches shall be
limited to three minutes. When more than two candidates are nominated for any office,
balloting shall continue until one candidate receives a majority of the votes of the
convention, except in the election of national vice commanders.

In a contested election for national vice commanders, balloting shall continue until A,
majorities, and, B, pluralities are established for one or more candidates under the
following provisions: If, on any ballot taken, less than five candidates receive the necessary
majority to elect, the candidate or candidates receiving a majority vote shall be declared
elected and a new ballot shall be taken for the remaining number of places to be filled, the
candidate receiving the lowest number of votes on the preceding ballot shall be
disqualified; except should two candidates remain to fill one place, a new ballot shall be
taken.

The convention will nominate and elect a national commander, and five national vice
commanders, in this sequence. At the conclusion of balloting on national vice commanders,
each department delegation chairman shall deliver a written ballot to the tellers. Such
ballots shall be in the hands of the tellers before communication is made to the national
commander for announcement of the results. Thank you, Commander Oxford. (4pplause)

NATIONAL COMMANDER OXFORD: As chairman of this convention, I now
appoint as judge of the election, John Derner; adjutant of the Department of Iowa; and as
tellers of the election, William West, adjutant, Department of Texas; Richard Santos,
adjutant, Department of Delaware, and Nathan Gear, adjutant, Department of Wisconsin.
Will the judge and tellers of the election please come forward in place. Mr. Wheeler, will
you call the roll of the departments? The purpose of the roll call is to receive nominations
for national commander of The American Legion.

[The national adjutant called each department in turn.]

DELEGATE BRADSTREET (AL): Mr. Commander, Ron Bradstreet, delegate from
Alabama, the home of Alabama Crimson Tide, Mr. Commander, Alabama yields to Texas.

DELEGATE PERKINS (TX): Commander, Jeff Perkins, delegate from Texas.
Commander, I request that the Chair recognize Past National Commander John Brieden
for the purpose of a nomination for the high office of national commander.

NATIONAL COMMANDER OXFORD: The Chair recognizes Past National
Commander John Brieden of the Department of Texas.

PAST NATIONAL COMMANDER BRIEDEN: Thank you, Mr. Commander.
Delegates, I have heard past national commanders introduced as, "A person who has spent
a year of their life serving The American Legion." That has always offended me. It does
not take into account the years spent working at the post level or serving as an officer. It
does not recognize the years spent at the district level serving on committees or as an
officer. It does not recognize the years spent at the department level serving on committees,
commissions, many times as chairman, or serving as an officer. It does not recognize the
years spent at the national level serving on committees, commissions, many times as
chairman, or serving as an officer. The national commander does not spend a year of their
life serving The American Legion; they spend their life serving The American Legion.
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Today, I nominate a man who has spent his life serving The American Legion. He's a
45-year Paid-Up-For-Life member of Post 265, Lake Kiowa, Texas. At the post level, he
served as post commander, vice commander, adjutant and judge advocate. In addition, he
served as post Boys State chairman and over 10 years coaching American Legion Baseball.
At the district level, he served as the Fourth District vice commander and district
commander. He served the Department of Texas as department sergeant-at-arms and
department commander. In addition, he served the department on the Finance Committee,
the Long-Range Planning Committee and as the Membership and Organization chairman,
the National Security chairman, the Uniformed Organizations chairman and Board of
Trustees chairman.

He served the national organization as Texas' alternate National Executive
Committeeman and as national vice commander in 2013-2014. Also on the national level,
he served on the Distinguished Guests Committee, the Children & Youth Committee, the
Media & Communications Council, and as a consultant to the Insurance Committee.
Chairman of the Foreign Relations Committee. Chairman of the Veterans Employment &
Education Commission and chairman of the Legislative Commission.

His wife Donna is a past department president. His two sons, daughter-in-law and
grandsons are all members of the American Legion Family. And in addition, his mother-
in-law, Catherine Morris, was my national president. It's my honor to nominate for national
commander of The American Legion for 2021-2022, my friend, for over 40 years, Paul
Dillard, from the great state of Texas. (dpplause)

UNIDENTIFIED DELEGATE (AK): Mr. Commander, the delegation from the great
land of Alaska yields to Kansas.

DELEGATE KRUPKO (KS): Mr. Commander, Mary Krupko, delegate from Kansas,
Mr. Commander, I request that the Chair recognize Dan Wiley for the purpose of seconding
the nomination for the high office of national commander.

NATIONAL COMMANDER OXFORD: The Chair recognizes Dan Wiley.

DELEGATE WILEY (KS): Good moming. National Commander Oxford, National
Adjutant Wheeler, national officers, past national commanders, delegates and guests to the
102" National Convention of The American Legion, I am Dan Wiley, a delegate from the
state of Kansas. It is my distinct honor and privilege to second the nomination of Paul
Dillard of the Lone Star State of Texas, to the high office of national commander of The
American Legion.

Paul was born in Whitesboro, Texas where he graduated from Whitesboro High
School in 1965. Paul possessed a college scholarship to play football but instead
volunteered to serve his country by joining the United States Navy and serving during the
Vietnam era from 1965 to 1969. Paul's service to country followed in the footsteps of his
father, William "Billy" Dillard, a World War II veteran, who served in Japan and the
Philippines. And his uncle, Eldridge Mayo, a World War II Army veteran, who landed at
Omaha Beach on D-Day.

Paul was stationed aboard the destroyer, the USS Sproston, and served two
WESTPAC deployments, one in 1967 and one in 1968. Paul spent significant time at
Yankee Station in the Gulf of Tonkin where the Sproston provided shore bombardment for
troop support in South Vietnam as well as participating in Operation Sea Dragon. The
mission of which was to destroy supplies and radar stations, boat repair facilities, bridges
and surface-to-air missile sites. The Sproston also served as an escort and plane guard and
provided trawler surveillance of Russian ships. The Sproston was decommissioned in
1968, and Paul was transferred to the USS Carpenter, where he served yet another
WESTPAC deployment with operations including plane guard station, trawler surveillance
and medivacs in South Vietnam. The USS Carpenter was assigned to the Apollo 11
recovery mission. You might remember Apollo 11 as the first man on the moon.

Paul received an honorable discharge as a radarman 3" class petty officer. And after
joining the reserves for two years, he received a promotion to radarman 2™ class petty
officer. Paul served his country with honor, and now will admirably serve as your
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American Legion national commander with his theme of "No Veteran Left Behind." As a
duly registered delegate, I proudly second the nomination of Paul Dillard to be your next
national commander. (4pplause)

NATIONAL COMMANDER OXFORD: I now call on the national adjutant for
continuation of the roll call.

DELEGATE QUEEN (AZ): Mr. Commander, Ken Queen, delegate from Arizona,
the Grand Canyon State. Mr. Commander, Arizona yields to Colorado.

DELEGATE JACKSON (CO): Mr. Commander, Greg Jackson delegate from
Colorado. Mr. Commander, I request that the chair recognize John Bowen for the purpose
of seconding the nomination for the high office of national commander.

NATIONAL COMMANDER OXFORD: The Chair recognizes John Bowen.

DELEGATE BOWEN (CO): Thank you. National Commander Oxford, National
Adjutant Wheeler, national officers, past national commanders, delegates, members of the
American Legion Family and guests, good morning. It is my honor to stand before you and
second the nomination of Paul Dillard from the Department of Texas for the high office of
national commander of The American Legion.

Paul was born in 1947 in Whitesboro, Texas to William and Massey Dillard. He was
the younger of two children. He graduated high school in 1965 in Whitesboro. After
completing his military service, in 1971, Paul began his civilian career when he was hired
to work for Anderson Industries in Sherman. While there, he served as an engineer in a
clothing manufacturing company and as president of the Anderson Industries Credit Union.
In 1972, Paul attended East Texas State University in Commerce where he honed his
engineering skills. Afterward, he moved to Jamestown, Sparta area in Tennessee, and
began working for the Colonial Corporation of America as an area engineer. The
experience gained as an engineer made him very marketable. In 1974, he was offered and
accepted a job with Clay Apparel Company in Celina, Tennessee as plant manager and
director of manufacturing. But Paul's heart as a Texan never faded. So, in 1980 he moved
back to Sherman and was hired to work for the Sherman Foundry in outside sales covering
five states. Additionally, he served as the foundry's airplane pilot.

Then in 1983, Paul's life once again changed when he married Donna. As with most
women, she completed him. They had the first of their two children a year later, when
William was born. Paul understood that family must come first. And in 1985 he changed
careers so he could stop traveling as much and spend more time at home. He landed a job
with New York Life as an insurance agent. Staying at home worked well for Paul. In 1987,
he and Donna welcomed their second child into the world, when Jonathon was born. That
same year, Paul was elected to serve as the president of Texoma Association of Black
Underwriters in Sherman, and he formed the Dillard and Gann Insurance Company in
which he served also as an independent insurance agent. In 1993, Paul and family moved
back to Whitesboro where he was elected to serve as the president of the Whitesboro
Chamber of Commerce, as well as president of the Two-Way Water Special Utility District.

After Jonathon graduated high school in 2005, the Dillard family moved to Lake
Kiowa, a gated community with a golf course and a lake. Now, when time permits, Paul
enjoys his other passions, golf and fishing. The entire Dillard family understands what it
means to serve our nation, our American Legion Family and the local community. Paul
will continue that dedicated service as commander of the largest and greatest veterans
service organization in the country.

As motivational speaker Mac Anderson once stated, "Great leadership usually starts
with a willing heart, a positive attitude and a desire to make a difference." I wonder if Mr.
Anderson met Mr. Paul Dillard and coined this quote as a result. Regardless, this describes
Paul pretty well. He is a great leader, and he will make a difference and ensure there is no
veteran left behind while serving as our national commander.

Comrades, as a duly registered delegate from the Department of Colorado, it is my
distinct honor and privilege to second the nomination of a great Legionnaire, Paul Dillard,
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from the Department of Texas, to the high office of national commander of The American
Legion. Thank you. (Applause) ...At this time, a demonstration of support ensued.

ANNOUNCER: Due to COVID restrictions, we ask all other departments please
remain seated as the Department of Texas parades around the floor.

NATIONAL COMMANDER OXFORD: Call the convention back to order. Mr.
Adjutant, will you continue the roll call.

DELEGATE ERDMAN (AR): Mary Erdman, delegate from Arkansas, casts all 17
votes for our neighboring state of Texas, esteemed Mr. Paul E. Dillard.

DELEGATE SANTOS (CA): Harley Santos, alternate NEC from California, the
home of Past National Commander Bruce Thiesen, seconds the motion.

DELEGATION CHAIRMAN BEAUREGARD (CT): Delegation Chairman Dennis
Beauregard, Department of Connecticut, seconds the nomination for Paul Dillard for
national commander.

DELEGATE SAUERS (DE): Barry Sauers, Department of Delaware seconds the
nomination for Paul Dillard.

DELEGATE BRANDT (FL): Jerry Brandt, Department of Florida, great Sunshine
State, cast all 124 votes for Paul Dillard.

UNIDENTIFIED DELEGATE (FR): Mr. Commander, the Department of France,
home of The American Legion, seconds the nomination.

DELEGATION CHAIRMAN SHREVE (GA): Mr. Adjutant, I'm Mark Shreve,
delegation chairman for the great state of Georgia, we second the nomination for Paul
Dillard for national commander.

DELEGATE RIDDELL (HI): Aloha, Fran Riddell, alternate NEC from the
Department of Hawaii seconds the nomination for Paul Dillard.

UNIDENTIFIED DELEGATE (ID) Mr. Adjutant, the Department of Idaho seconds
the nomination for Paul Dillard.

UNIDENTIFIED DELEGATE (IL): Mr. Adjutant, Department of Illinois, home of
Past National Commander Marty Conatser, Past National President Sharon Conatser,
seconds the nomination for Paul Dillard, national commander.

UNIDENTIFIED DELEGATE (IN): Mr. Adjutant, the state of Indiana casts all 77
votes for Paul Dillard.

UNIDENTIFIED DELEGATE (IA): Mr. Commander, home of Past National
Commander Dave Rehbein, Iowa seconds the nomination for Paul Dillard.

DELEGATE COSTIGAN (KY): John Costigan, delegate from Kentucky, votes 26
votes for Paul Dillard.

DELEGATE BELL (LA): Louisiana in the house. State Commander Richard Bell, all
delegates in the state of Louisiana for Paul Dillard.

DELEGATE WOODS (ME): The Department of Maine, Lloyd Woods, NEC
registered delegate to this convention, seconds the motion for Paul E. Dillard.

DELEGATE TROTTER (MD): Will Trotter, delegate to this convention, department
commander of the State of Maryland, home of our National Anthem, we give our entire
delegation vote and second to Paul Dillard.

DELEGATION DIAS (MA): Tony Dias, delegate chairman from Commonwealth of
Massachusetts, home of Past National Commanders John P. Comer and Paul A. Morin, I
second the nomination for Paul Dillard for national commander.

UNIDENTIFIED DELEGATE (MX): Mexico seconds the nomination of Paul
Dillard.

DELEGATION CHAIRMAN WOOD (MI): Barry Wood, delegation chairman, the
Great Lakes State of Michigan, the home of Past National Commander Tom Cadmus
proudly supports the nomination of Paul E. Dillard of Texas for the high office of national
commander.

DELEGATE DVORAK (MN): Mark Dvorak, delegate from Minnesota. Minnesota
unanimously seconds the nomination of Paul Dillard for national commander.
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DELEGATION CHAIRMAN GRIGSBY (MO): Gary Grigsby, department
commander and delegation chair. The delegation from the Department of Missouri, home
of Past National Commander Joe Frank, seconds the nomination.

DELEGATE SHARBONO (MT): Mr. Adjutant, Glen Sharbono commander for the
state of Montana, delegate, we second the motion of Paul Dillard for national commander.

DELEGATION CHAIRMAN WOODEN (NE): Gary Wooden, delegate chair,
Nebraska, the Cornhusker State, further seconds the nomination of Paul Dillard for national
commander.

UNIDENTIFIED DELEGATE (NV): Mr. Adjutant, Nevada seconds the nomination
of Paul Dillard for the high office of national commander.

DELEGATE MAYNARD (NH): Mr. Commander, Ken Maynard from the Live Free
or Die State of New Hampshire casts all 21 votes for Paul Dillard.

DELEGATION CHAIRMAN NEWELL (NJ): Mr. Adjutant, New Jersey, the Great
Garden State, I'm delegation chairman Robert Newell, do second the nomination.

UNIDENTIFIED DELEGATE (NM): Mr. Adjutant, great state of New Mexico and
our delegation from the Land of Enchantment, cast all 16 votes to Paul Dillard.

UNIDENTIFIED DELEGATE (NY): Department of New York votes all delegate
strength for Paul Dillard for national commander.

DELEGATE MOORE (NC): Mr. Adjutant, James Moore from the great state of North
Carolina casts all our votes for Paul Dillard.

DELEGATION CHAIRMAN (ND): Mr. Chairman, as delegate chairman for the
Rough Rider State, Department of North Dakota, we cast all unanimous seconds for Paul
Dillard.

DELEGATION CHAIRMAN (OH): Mr. Commander, delegate chairman for Ohio,
second the nomination for Paul Dillard.

DELEGATE O'LEARY (OK): Mr. Commander, Charlie O'Leary, delegate from
Oklahoma, we proudly second the nomination of our neighbor from Texas, Paul Dillard.

DELEGATE WEBBER (OR): Mr. Adjutant, Don Webber, Department of Oregon,
proud home of Past National Commander Charles Schmidt, places all votes for Paul
Dillard.

UNIDENTIFIED DELEGATE (PA): Mr. Chairman, the great state of Pennsylvania,
largest department in the organization, home of Past National Commanders Ron Conley
and Dominic DiFrancesco, proudly seconds the nomination.

UNIDENTIFIED DELEGATE (PR): Mr. Commander, Puerto Rico always seconds
Paul Dillard for new national commander.

DELEGATION CHAIRMAN LEVASSEUR (RI): Mr. Chairman, Ron Levasseur,
department chairman, Department of Rhode Island, seconds the nomination.

UNIDENTIFIED DELEGATE (SC): South Carolina seconds the nomination of Paul
Dillard.

DELEGATION CHAIRMAN NELSON (SD): Fred Nelson, delegation chairman of
South Dakota, Mount Rushmore State, birthplace of American Legion Baseball, proudly
seconds the nomination of Paul Dillard OF Texas to the high office of national commander.

DELEGATION CHAIRMAN KERSIG (TN): Mr. Chairman, department commander
for the state of Tennessee, Larry Kersig, and also delegate chairman, we second the
nomination for Paul Dillard as national commander, sir. Thank you.

UNIDENTIFIED DELEGATE (UT): Department of Utah casts 13 ballots for Paul
Dillard.

DELEGATION CHAIRMAN LAROSE (VT): Ron LaRose, delegate chairman for
the great Green Mountain state of Vermont, we second the nomination of Paul Dillard for
national commander.

UNIDENTIFIED DELEGATE (VA): Mr. Adjutant, the great Department of Virginia
seconds the nomination for Paul Dillard as national commander.

DELEGATE CLARK (WA): Mr. Adjutant, Bob Clark, delegation for the great state
of Washington, home of the Past National Auxiliary President Mary Davis, the Seahawks,
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famous for three-and-a-half-hour boat rides, we second the nomination for high office of
national commander to Paul Dillard.

DELEGATE HUNT (WV): Bill Hunt, department commander from the great state of
West Virginia, in west by God Virginia, cast all 21 votes for Paul Dillard.

DELEGATION CHAIRMAN EIRICH (WI): Greg Eirich, delegate chairman great
state of Wisconsin casts 51 votes for Paul E. Dillard for national commander.

DELEGATION CHAIRMAN COOK (WY): Mr. Chairman, Mike Cook, delegation
chairman for the Equality State of Wyoming, we proudly support and second the
nomination of Paul Dillard of Texas for national commander.

NATIONAL ADJUTANT WHEELER: District of Columbia. The Department of the
Philippines. The Department of Mississippi. That completes the roll call, Mr. Commander.

NATIONAL COMMANDER OXFORD: I'd now like to recognize microphone
number one from the floor.

DELEGATE FISHER (NY): Mr. Commander, Eileen Fisher, Department of New
York, Mr. Commander, I move that we suspend the rules of this Convention pertaining to
the election of the national commander and the nomination and election of the national vice
commanders which rules shall be reinstated at the conclusion of the election of national
vice commanders.

NATIONAL COMMANDER OXFORD: There is a motion before us to suspend the
rules of this Convention pertaining to the election of the national commander and the
nomination and election of national vice commanders, which rules shall be automatically
reinstated at the conclusion of the election of national vice commanders. Is there a second?
...Second.

NATIONAL COMMANDER OXFORD: Hearing a second, this motion is
nondebatable and requires a two-thirds vote. All those in favor of the motion signify by
saying aye. Opposed nay. Carried. I now recognize from the floor, microphone two.

DELEGATE NELSON (SD): Mr. Commander, Fred Nelson, delegate from South
Dakota. Mr. Commander, I move that nominations for the office of national commander
be closed.

NATIONAL COMMANDER OXFORD: We have a motion that nominations for the
office of national commander be closed. Is there a second? ...Second.

The motion to close nominations is a nondebatable motion and requires a two-thirds
vote. All those in favor signify by saying aye. All opposed signify by saying nay.
Approved. I now recognize from the floor, microphone one.

DELEGATE FANTER (IN): Mr. Commander, Yvette Fanter, delegate from the great
state of Indiana. Mr. Commander, I move that the national adjutant be authorized to cast
one vote representing the entire strength of this Convention and that Paul E. Dillard be
elected national commander by acclamation. ...Second.

NATIONAL COMMANDER OXFORD: There is motion before us that the national
adjutant be authorized to cast one vote representing the entire delegate strength of this
Convention and Paul E. Dillard be elected national commander by acclamation. All those
in favor of the motion signifying by saying aye. Those opposed by saying nay. Approved.
I now call on the national adjutant.

NATIONAL ADJUTANT WHEELER: Mr. Commander, delegates to the
convention. As national adjutant, I cast one vote representing the entire delegate strength
of this Convention for the election of Paul E. Dillard as the national commander of The
American Legion. (Applause)

NATIONAL COMMANDER OXFORD: I declare Paul E. Dillard elected national
commander of The American Legion. Will the sergeant-at-arms assist the new national
commander of The American Legion to the platform. He will be escorted to the stage by
Department of Texas Commander Brett Watson. (Applause)

The Chair recognizes Past National Commander Jake Comer for the purpose of
administering the oath of office to the new national commander of The American Legion.
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Administering the Oath of Office to the National Commander

PAST NATIONAL COMMANDER COMER: Commander Dillard, repeat after me
using your name where I use mine. I, Paul E. Dillard, do solemnly pledge myself, to
perform faithfully and impartially the duties of the office of the national commander of
The American Legion, which I'm not to assume. I further pledge that I will support and
defend the Constitution of The United States of America and the National Constitution and
By-laws of The American Legion. I do not subscribe to the principles of any group opposed
to our form of government. So, Help Me God. Commander, it is my honor to be the first to
congratulate you. (Applause) ...The Convention viewed a video.

NATIONAL COMMANDER DILLARD (via video): Howdy folks. Welcome to Arizona
and the National Convention of The American Legion. My name is Paul Dillard, and I'm
the leading candidate. My theme or slogan is "No Veteran Left Behind."

I'm a Navy veteran during the Vietnam era, and I joined right out of high school in
1965. Three years, 11 months, 22 days later, I came home, and I got involved in The
American Legion. I think anyone that has served in the military and went to foreign
countries, they ought to really feel the appreciation of being an American and the way we
live here, if you see the way people and kids are brought up and raised over there. So, life
meant more to me because there's so much more special than what I'd seen the way people
live and are brought up in the conditions over there. In fact, everybody ought to be able to
experience and see how proud you ought to be to be an American.

I think the national commander is at the beck and call of the national organization.
Where they want him to go, how they need him to represent the organization, whatever it
is. So, you're at the beck and call, and I may be completely wrong, I may have a wide eye-
opening experience, but I feel like you are pretty much the PR person, the picture, the face
of The American Legion for those 12 months.

I never really looked for an office in The American Legion, to be an officer. I just
never did. So, I was always wanting to give to The American Legion instead of worrying
about trying to take from The American Legion or be somebody in The American Legion
because I feel like I was somebody when I served my country. And now I just want to try to
keep this going for our veterans to help them, to make sure that no veteran will ever be
treated like the Vietnam veteran was when we came home. My theme or slogan is "No
Veteran Left Behind," and I believe in that. I believe in that because I believe the founding
fathers of this great organization, that was intent, no veteran left behind, when it comes to
active-duty, former military, or their spouses or their children. And this is where our Four
Pillars actually came from. (Applause)

NATIONAL COMMANDER OXFORD: Ladies and gentlemen, I'd like to present
the 2021-2022 national commander of The American Legion, Paul Dillard. (Applause)

Acceptance Speech: Newly Elected National Commander
Paul E. Dillard, Texas

Thank you, National Commander Oxford, past national commanders, distinguished
guests, fellow Legionnaires, ladies and gentlemen. Thank you, thank you very much. First,
I would like to thank Commander Oxford for your dedication and service to our great
organization, not only one, but two years. I know it's been a trying time, commander, but
thank you for a job well done. (4pplause)

You hear records are set to be broken. Commander, I hope this record will never be
broken. For the forever commander and for the forever national leading candidate, as the
national adjutant liked to refer to me, it's over now. That title's gone but thank you. It is
indeed an honor and privilege to be elected your national commander of this great
organization. As we continue to build a foundation for the future, we will ensure no veteran
left behind. (4pplause)
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I would like to start introducing my family. First, my friend, my soul mate, my biggest
supporter, my wife Donna. I could not be doing this without you and without your support,
and I love you very much. (4pplause) ’

Next our two sons and my daughters-in-law and those two little rascals I'll introduce
later. First, William and his wife Allison. Next, Jonathon and his wife Karri. And the
youngest of the Dillard clan, my grandsons Jarrett and Lukas. (4pplause)

A person that came a long way, my brother-in-law, Frank Durr took a leave from his
job in Hawaii. (Applause)

Thank all of y'all for being here. Thank you very much. It means so much. Two special
people that are not here today. One, my father-in-law, mentor and a person you could
always count on, Past National Vice Commander John B. Morris. We lost him in July of
2019, and my mother-in-law, Past National President Katherine Morris, who could not
make the trip although she was bound and determined she was going to be here. (Applause)

I would like to thank Past National Commander John Brieden III for his nomination
speech, and Dan Wiley and even Jay Bowen for their seconding speech. I'd like to thank
Past National Commander Comer for administering the oath of office. And I will thank
Past National Commander Marty Conatser. He will be presenting my colors later. Just a
little short story about one of the first times I ever got to meet Past National Commander
Jake Comer. It was in Fort Worth, Texas. Past National Commander Joe L. Matthews
called me over there and said, Jake, I would like you to meet an upcoming Legionnaire. I
was just a vice commander of the district. Keep an eye on this boy. You done a good job
keeping an eye on me. Thank you, Jake. (Applause)

Now, to thank, really to thank, the great state of Texas. (Cheers and applause)

Team Texas. The American Legion, the American Legion Auxiliary, the Sons of the
American Legion, and the Riders of the American Legion of that great state of Texas. And
a special thanks to some of the following folks, and I will miss some, I guarantee it, but not
in my heart. Bill West, department adjutant of Texas, who was my campaign manager for
three years. Michael Griffith, who took charge of my hospitality room and his wife Kathy,
who overseen and ran the kitchen. And Brett Watson, for hauling my trailer to and from
Indianapolis, and his wife Rochelle for working with Kathy in the kitchen. Jim Prendergast
and his wife Mickey. Tom Marty, the bartender, and his wife Susan. John Hines and his
wife Geraldine. Gary Winters, John McKinney, Walter Ivey, Kimberly Biggerstaff, Tom
Duarte, Glen Scott, Herb O'Dell, Cam Mueller, Butch and Lynn Sparks, and Department
Commander Jeff Perkins for all the long hours you put into my campaign, your campaign,
and I can never thank you enough, but thank you again. (Applause).

I would like to congratulate American Legion Auxiliary National President Kathy
Daudistel, and Sons of the American Legion National Commander Michael Fox on their
recent election to their office. We will work side-by-side promoting our pillars of our great
organization to ensure no veteran left behind.

As we kicked off our membership year, I had one-on-one Zoom meetings with each
department's membership team. And this year we have adjusted each department's goal.
Most of them really thought it had been needed, and they're really excited and think it will
be very attainable. But we're also issuing in that membership report another challenge,
retention of 90% of your 2021 members, and that will be added to the membership report.
We must make personal contact to our members to thank them for their continued support
of the American Legion by keeping their membership current. And ask them if we can
count on them again this year. Again, ensuring no veteran left behind.

An article was published in the "The Wall Street Journal" 50 years ago this past May.
The headline, "The American Legion's once civic and social power is slowly fading away."
The article goes on to say the old members are dying off and the young ones aren't
interested. Well, many of us here today were the young veterans then, and we are interested,
and we would not be here today if we weren't. And many of our next generation of veterans
are also here today with us. (4dpplause)
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The American Legion has played a key role in crafting crucial veterans legislation,
such as the new GI Bill, the creation of the Department of Veterans Affairs, and even
forcing the resignation of a VA secretary during the height of a health-care crisis. We have
hosted every president of the United States at our National Conventions since this article
was published. And remain the nation's largest veterans service organization. But the report
goes on, the report of our demise was not only exaggerated, it was outright false. The media
reports were wrong then, and they are wrong now.

With the recently enacted LEGION Act, our current membership eligibility dates all
the way to December 7, 1941. That means there's an addition 4.2 million war-time veterans
that were not eligible prior to July 2019. They can now become members of The American
Legion. This year you heard the theme is "No Veteran Left Behind." We will continue to
advance the legacy of their service by sharing their love for this country with the next
generation.

We do this through our youth programs such as Boys State, Boys Nation, oratorical,
baseball, junior shooting sports, JROTC and supporting Scouting. We also reach out
directly to veterans through our Veterans & Children Foundation, Operation Comfort
Warriors, National Emergency Fund, Buddy Checks and many scholarship programs. We
will continue to testify before the Joint Veterans Affairs Committee, but in order to give a
full report during my testimony of The American Legion, we must strive for 100 percent
consolidated post reporting. I need to report on the hours donated, the moneys raised to
support our veterans and our programs. Although this is being done at the post level
throughout the nation, we must complete and fill out the forms. The mission is not
completed until the forms are filed. The moneys raised each year for Operation Comfort
Warriors, the National Emergency Fund, the Children and Youth Foundation has been very
successful and needs to continue to be.

My Commander's Project will be to raise $2 million for the Veterans & Children
Foundation. As I said earlier, I have chosen "No Veteran Left Behind" as my theme. There
are many consequences of a veteran who is left behind, isolation, denied benefits, lost
opportunity, lack of decent housing, or unemployment are just a few. But the most tragic
outcome for a veteran left behind is suicide. We must not let them down, male, female,
Iraq vet, Vietnam vet, Korean vet, World War II vet, it doesn't matter. We all serve, and
we must be there for each other.

The most recent statistics, 22 a day. Twenty-two a day, veteran suicides. Some other
numbers I would like to share with you that I found on the Stop Soldier Suicide website,
veterans are 50% higher at risk than their non-serving peers. More than 114,000 men and
women who have served in the armed services have taken their own lives since 2001. That
is nearly double the American lives lost in Vietnam. By 2030 it is estimated that the total
veteran suicide will be 23 times the number of post-9/11 combat veterans. Just think, we
save one, that's 365 a year. Save one. It is so much that life but think of all the other lives
that it just affects.

Each statistic represents a real man, a real woman, and impacts thousands of real
families. That is why we must, folks, we must regularly continue our Buddy Checks, not
just for the past and present members, but for every veteran that we know. If you have any
other ideas about what we can do to stop these tragedies, please share those ideas with
fellow Legionnaires and members of the national staff. There are many important issues
facing veterans, but no issue is more important than this: To save a life. Real stories. Real
people. (Applause)

No veteran, and I mean no veteran left behind. Well, I'm a Texan, but that doesn't
mean my speech is supposed to be as big as Texas. So, I apologize if I've gone on too long.
But The American Legion is important to me, and I know it's important to all of you as
well. So, let's go to work. God bless you. God bless you all as you return home. God bless
the men and women serving in uniform today. And God bless these great United States of
America. Thank you. (4pplause)
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First Lady Presentation

NATIONAL COMMANDER OXFORD: Thank you, commander. As a point of
personal privilege, I'd like to call on Mary Ludwig, wife of Past National Commander
Daniel Ludwig, for a presentation by the first spouses to the new first lady.

MARY LUDWIG: Donna, would you join me up here at the podium, please. Donna,
it's with great privilege that we welcome you as our newest first lady. (dpplause)

NATIONAL COMMANDER OXFORD: Thank you, Mary. I now recognize
microphone two.

Election of National Vice Commanders

DELEGATE KEE (MA): Mr. Commander, Sandra Kee, delegate from
Massachusetts. Mr. Commander, since the rules of this convention have been suspended, I
move that nominations for the office of national vice commander be made from the floor
of this Convention.

NATIONAL COMMANDER OXFORD: There is a motion that nominations for the
office of national vice commander be made from the floor. Is there a second? ...Second.

NATIONAL COMMANDER OXFORD: Hearing a second, the motion is
nondebatable and requires a two-thirds vote. All those in favor signify by saying aye. Those
opposed by nay. Approved. We will now entertain nominations for the office of national
vice commander from the floor. I now recognize microphone one.

DELEGATE ROMANO (CA): Mr. Commander, Jere Romano, delegate from
California. Mr. Commander, I request that you recognize Autrey James for the purpose of
a nomination for the office of national vice commander.

NATIONAL COMMANDER OXFORD: So recognized.

DELEGATE JAMES (CA): National Commander Oxford, National Commander
Dillard, distinguished guests, and my fellow Legionnaires, I rise for the purpose of placing
the name of an honored Legionnaire in nomination for the office of national vice
commander for the Western Region. His membership eligibility has been vetted by his
honorable service to his country as a member of the United States Army during a time of
conflict. This Legionnaire has more than 52 years of honorable, faithful, and dedicated
service to The American Legion and the Department of California.

Beginning at the post level all the way to the national level, he has proven himself
time and time again to be the right person for the job. This Legionnaire's long list of
credentials are too numerous to recount here, but I will name a few. He has been a post
commander, a district commander, and a department vice commander, and along with
serving on many committees and commissions associated to those levels. He has excelled
at the national level by serving on the Legislative Commission, the Trophies, Awards and
Ceremonials Committee, Distinguished Guest Committee, National Convention
Commission, and finally as the national historian, where he made and maintains many
long-lasting relationships through the departments of The American Legion.

I can personally attest to his unselfish service to others in our organization because he
has been a mentor to not only myself, but to many others across the Department of
California and across The American Legion. Legionnaires, it is my honor and privilege to
place in nomination for the high office of national vice commander for the Western Region
an outstanding member of the 19" District in the Department of California, my friend and
fellow Legionnaire James T. Higuera. (Applause)

NATIONAL COMMANDER OXFORD: Commander calls on microphone two.

DELEGATE FRIEND (OH): Mr. Commander, Roger Friend, delegate from Ohio.
Mr. Commander, I request that you recognize Jean Wilson for the purpose of a nomination
for the office of national vice commander.

NATIONAL COMMANDER OXFORD: I'd like to recognize Jean Wilson.
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DELEGATE WILSON (OH): Commander Oxford, past national commanders,
distinguished guests, Legionnaires, today I'm here to nominate a 40-year post-awarded life
member who has served our organization on many levels, serving at every level of his post,
Yeager-Benson Post 199, Hamilton County, his fabulous 4 District. He served as Ohio
department commander in 1995-96, alternate National Executive Committeeman in 1998-
2000 and National Executive Committeeman in 2000-2002.

He earned his eligibility in the American Legion by serving in the United States Army,
1968 through 1971, where he served as a medic and later as a drill sergeant. He's a member
of the Sons of the American Legion through his service of his father Carl and through the
American Legion Auxiliary through my service in the United States Army, 1969-1971. He
was inducted into the Ohio Veterans Hall of Fame in 2016.

Jerry believes the lifeblood of our organization is always membership. But he does
more than just believes. When joining Yeager-Benson Post 199, he began working to
recruit new members. He helped take our membership from approximately 200 members
to today where our post has 1181 members. He's been a Gold Brigade winner more than
15 times and is always working the three Rs, retain, recruit, and reinstate members.

Thirty years ago, he worked tirelessly for our post, helping take our post from a 1,400-
square-foot building with only on-street parking to a 9,000-square-foot building sitting on
over 10 acres. He had an idea that not only could we have a very nice new post home where
we could also help our community on several levels. First by leasing a daycare facility
located in our building who has paid over $1 million in rent over 30 years. Also leasing
part of our acreage to a youth football organization, and they pay $1 a year, and they have
been with us for over 30 years. Ten years ago, he saw a need that our post needed to expand,
and he spearheaded the project of building an additional building of 6,000 square feet for
a hall where weddings, bingo and additional activities could be held.

In 1990 he helped organize the first Stand Down for Homeless Veterans at the
Cincinnati VA. He served many veterans who needed assistance on many levels. He has
served on the Harrison Mayor's Fund for over 15 years, which helps families in our
community that need assistance with food, electric, rent payments, and the vast majority
of the families we help are veterans. Our family is an American Legion Family. Our son,
Command Sergeant Jerrold "Woody" Wilson, will be retiring tomorrow, September 3, with
29 years and 10 months of active duty. He is a member of The American Legion. He's a
member of the Sons of the American Legion. He is also a member of the Auxiliary. He is
a member of the Auxiliary by the service of his wife. Jackie also belongs to the American
Legion as well as the Auxiliary. And they have three children who all belong to the
American Legion Family. Our daughter Tammy, her husband Rob, and their three children
all belong to the American Legion Family.

It's very hard to sum up someone's 40-year commitment to our organization in a few
minutes and in a few words, but Jerry's commitment to our organization has always been
there and always will be. He is always striving to help our organization on every level. Mr.
Commander, it is my honor and privilege today to place into nomination Jerrold "Jerry"
Wilson for national vice commander for the Central Region for the years 21-22. Thank
you. (Applause)

NATIONAL COMMANDER OXFORD: I'd like to call on microphone number one.

DELEGATE ARROYO (PR): Mr. Commander, Antonio Arroyo, delegate from
Puerto Rico. Commander, I request that you recognize Juan A. Cruz for the purpose of the
nomination for the office of national vice commander.

NATIONAL COMMANDER OXFORD: I'd like to recognize Juan A. Cruz.

DELEGATE CRUZ (PR): Good morning, Commander Oxford, National Adjutant
Wheeler, past national commanders, national officers, distinguished guests and fellow
delegates. My name is Juan Cruz-Rodriguez, department adjutant for the great
commonwealth of Puerto Rico in the United States of America. It is my honor and with
great pleasure to come before you today to nominate Angel Narvaez to the high office of
national vice commander.
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Angel, as we learned to call him in the Legion, earned his membership eligibility in
The American Legion by serving honorably 24 years in the United States Army, joining at
the age of 30 on October 28, 1980, and retiring in 2004 with a rank of first sergeant. Angel
joined the ranks of our great organization in 2004 and has been active ever since. Angel
has held many offices and earned numerous accolades during his 17-year American Legion
career, including post sergeant-at-arms, post adjutant, post commander, district
commander, department commander, and National Executive Committeeman. In 2014, as
department commander, he reached the goal of 100% membership and received the
Department Commander of the Year Award.

He's a graduate of the National Legion College class 2012, past president of Foreign
and Outlying Departments and Posts of The American Legion, a member of Army, Navy
and Air Force Veterans in Canada and the United States and National Legion College
Alumni Association. He's also a dual member with the Sons of the American Legion with
Squadron 129 in Carolina.

At home he is the co-chair of My Vet Community, a member of the State Veterans
Home Board of Directors, a member of the Parochial Board of the Episcopal Church of
Puerto Rico. He served with distinction as chairman on the following department
committees, American Legion baseball, Centennial Celebration and Veterans Employment
and Education. At the national level, he served as Veteran Employment & Education NEC
liaison and Media & Communication NEC liaison. Angel's family is very active in the
American Legion Family. His wife Rosa served as unit president and department finance
officer. His son Angel is an active member of the Sons of the American Legion in Squadron
129.

As a duly registered delegate to this National Convention, it is with honor and pride
that I place the name of Angel Osvaldo Narvaez-Negron into nomination for the high office
of national vice commander of The American Legion for the year 2021-2022. Thank you.
(Applause)

NATIONAL COMMANDER OXFORD: I'd like to recognize microphone two.

DELEGATE LEVASSEUR (RI): Mr. Commander, Ron Levasseur, delegate from
Rhode Island. Mr. Commander, I request that you request that you recognize Eugene Pytka
for the purpose of nomination for national vice commander.

NATIONAL COMMANDER OXFORD: I'd like to recognize Eugene Pytka.

DELEGATE PYTKA (RI): Commander Oxford, National Adjutant Wheeler,
delegates, alternates, ladies and gentlemen all, it is a great privilege to be here today to put
into nomination a member of my department.

It has come full circle as I am able to do something that was done for me 11 years ago.
Now I'm on the other side, but it feels like a real tradition and protocols have been set. Cory
D. Bates is eligible for membership in The American Legion through his service in the
United States Army. He has served as all levels in the Department of Rhode Island and is
still commander of his post where he has served for several years. He's a past county
commander. He's a past department sergeant-at-arms. He served two years as vice
commander before becoming department commander. He served two terms as alternate
NEC and two terms as NEC. He is currently the baseball chairman for the Department of
Rhode Island and serves on both the oratorical committee as well as the Boys State and
finance committees. He is a member of the Department of Rhode Island's Convention
Corporation and is a past president of the Past Department Commander's Corps. And yes,
he is a Legion College graduate.

I've given you his credentials, but the reason that Cory is here today is more because
of the person that he is. Motivational speaker Stephen Covey says there are three constants
in life. Change. Cory is a young man with 21 years' service in the Legion, but he's changing
and adapting to all the things that are going on around us now, especially in technology.
The second constant is choice. Knowing Cory, the way I have, he will be able to make the
right choices, not only for himself but for the Legionnaires. And the last constant in life is
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a mixed bag of things. It's honor, loyalty, dedication and more. And that constant is called
principles. And I know that Cory has the principles to be a good national vice commander.

The Department of Rhode Island humbly asks for your support of our candidate, Cory
D. Bates, as national vice commander for 2021-2022. Safe travels. God bless. Thank you.
(Applause)

NATIONAL COMMANDER OXFORD: I'd like to recognize microphone one.

DELEGATION CHAIRMAN FEASENMYER (VA): Mr. Commander, Bill
Feasenmyer, delegation chairman from the Department of Virginia. Mr. Commander, I
request that you recognize George Lussier for the purpose of a nomination for the office of
national vice commander.

NATIONAL COMMANDER OXFORD: I'd like to recognize George Lussier.

DELEGATE LUSSIER (VA): National Commander Oxford, fellow delegates to this
102" National Convention, and all those special Legion members who are unable to be
here with us and are watching us on the Internet today.

I stand before you to place into nomination for national vice commander an
outstanding Legionnaire who served our country in the United States Army for 21 years
and our outstanding organization at all levels for over 30 years. I can assure you that each
time he had the opportunity to serve he considered it an honor and privilege. And I know,
if elected, he will see this opportunity as not just a privilege, but a very high honor.

In Virginia we understand national officers need to be individuals who have
distinguished themselves as leaders at the post, district, and department. They need to have
demonstrated a commitment to the ideals and goals of The American Legion, and they need
to have a comprehensive understanding of American Legion programs. And as I stand here
before you, I can assure you that Mike Mitrione of Bass-Bowen-Brittenham-Bundy-
Franklin-Knox Post 55 in Fredericksburg, Virginia meets those criteria. To cover
everything Mike has done since joining The American Legion would take more time than
I've been allowed, so I'll just cover a few major highlights.

Since joining The American Legion, Mike has remained active, serving in many
positions at the post and district while learning about American Legion programs. He has
been part of and chaired numerous committees, contributing to the growth of his post, two
different districts, and the department. He has held many elected and appointed positions
at all levels. During his early years in the Legion, while serving the Woodbridge, Virginia
Post 364, he concurrently served as a district vice commander in our 16" District for three
years, which led to his election in his first term as a district commander in 2001. After his
year as district commander, he continued to serve at all levels, but it was while serving as
our department membership chair in 2003 that he became aware of the need for help in the
neighboring district. After careful consideration and consultation with our department
leadership team, he decided to transfer his membership to Post 55 and become more active
in our 12 District to provide some much-needed help in revitalizing a once-active district
that had fallen on hard times. While establishing himself in the district, he was honored to
serve as the Post 55 commander, and soon after elected to serve again as the district
commander, this time in our 12 District. I should note that Mike also served as district
membership chair on more than one occasion, did a stint as district adjutant, and then a
second tour as department membership chair while working to revitalize our 12 District.

For those who know Mike, this comes as no surprise, for he does not attend meetings
just to listen. He is there to contribute. I have known Mike for over 20 years, and I know
his involvement and contributions have never been to receive recognition. While he has
been recognized several times and will share with you what it takes to receive a Gold
Brigade award, something he has done three times, unless you ask him, you will probably
not hear him speak of his being Post Commander of the Year at the regional level,
recognized twice as Department District Commander of the Year, receiving recognition
from national as achieving the second highest membership in the nation for a district his
size, and being honored as a Department Vice Commander of the Year. You will also have
to ask him about his military service, where he was awarded the Legion of Merit, Bronze
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Star, two Meritorious Service Medals, three Air Medals and an Army Commendation
Medal five times. And he also holds Combat Infantryman's Badge.

Today he continues to serve as chair of the finance committee and a host of other
responsibilities within our department. At the national level, he will complete his term as
our NECman at the end of this convention, a position he has held for the past four years.
He will also complete terms as the NEC liaison to the national Finance Commission and
as a member of the Subcommittee on Committees. In the past, Mike was extremely active
on the Butch Miller, Dan Dellinger and Brett Reistad campaigns for national commander.
He has served as a member on the Naval Affairs Subcommittee of the National Security
Commission, as vice chairman of the National Guard & Reserve Forces Committee on the
National Security Commission as a member of the National Security Council. And for
those who attend the Washington Conference and National Convention, I am sure you have
seen him at these events.

I could continue, but now, National Commander Oxford, my fellow delegates,
alternates and guests to this 102" National Convention, as a duly registered delegate from
the Department of Virginia, it is my pleasure, my honor and my privilege to place in
nomination for the high office of national vice commander of The American Legion, the
name of a good friend and outstanding Legionnaire, Mr. Michael Mitrione. And I so move.
(Applause)

NATIONAL COMMANDER OXFORD: After the five candidates have been
nominated, no seconding speeches are needed. Rules are suspended. Leading candidates
are James T. Higuera, Jerrold W. Wilson, Angel O. Narvaez, Cory D. Bates, Michael F.
Mitrione. I'd like to now recognize microphone two.

DELEGATE VANZANTEN (SD): Mr. Commander, Courtney VanZanten, delegate
from South Dakota. Mr. Commander, I move that the nominations for national vice
commander be closed. ...Second.

NATIONAL COMMANDER OXFORD: Hearing a second, the motion is
nondebatable and requires a two-thirds vote. All in favor, say aye. Any opposed, nay.
Carried. The chair recognizes microphone one.

DELEGATE SMITH (OK): Mr. Commander, I, Tim Smith, a delegate from
Oklahoma, move that the national adjutant be authorized to cast one vote five times for the
entire delegate strength of this Convention, and that the nominated five candidates, James
T. Higuera, Jerrold W. Wilson, Angel O. Narvaez, Cory D. Bates, and Michael F. Mitrione
be elected national vice commanders by acclamation.

NATIONAL COMMANDER OXFORD: We have a motion that the national adjutant
be authorized to cast one vote five times for the entire delegate strength of this convention
and that the five nominated candidates, James T. Higuera, Jerry W. Wilson, Angel O.
Narvaez, Corey D. Bates and Michael F. Mitrione, be elected national vice commanders
by acclamation. ...Second.

NATIONAL COMMANDER OXFORD: Hearing a second, the motion is
nondebatable and requires a two-thirds vote. All those in favor signify by saying aye. Any
opposed, nay. Carried. I call on the national adjutant.

NATIONAL ADJUTANT WHEELER: Mr. Commander, delegates to the
Convention, as national adjutant for The American Legion, I cast one vote five times with
each representing the entire delegate strength of this Convention for James T. Higuera,
Jerrold W. Wilson, Angel O. Narvaez, Cory D. Bates and Michael F. Mitrione for the
offices of national vice commander of The American Legion.

NATIONAL COMMANDER OXFORD: I declare James T. Higuera, Jerrold W.
Wilson, Angel O. Narvaez, Cory D. Bates and Michael F. Mittrione elected national vice
commanders of The American Legion. Will the new national vice commanders come to
the platform to be introduced and sworn in (4pplause)
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Installation of National Vice Commanders

NATIONAL COMMANDER OXFORD: Gentlemen, at this time I am honored to
swear you into your newly elected offices as national vice commanders. I know you will
uphold the trust that has been placed in you by the comrades who nominated and supported
you and the Convention delegates that elected you. I trust you will fulfill every obligation
required of you. I challenge you to familiarize yourselves with the duties of your office and
carry them out with the same spirit from which The American Legion was founded.

The welfare, success and integrity of this great organization depends on you, as you
travel in the departments and throughout this country promoting the mandates of The
American Legion as approved by the National Convention and the National Executive
Committee. It is your duty to protect the good name of The American Legion with the
people of our great nation that you meet as you travel; help them to know the Legion's
purposes and policies. Remember the Four Pillars that motivate us, as members to serve
this nation. As you serve, always remember there is no rank, for we all serve as equals. We
all are aiming for the same goals, the ideals of justice, freedom, democracy and loyalty.

This means you should always employ the cardinal principles of The American
Legion to all of those that we serve: The rehabilitation of all disabled veterans and the care
of those who are now suffering from wounds, disease and want to include the care of their
family members; the education of our children; educating citizens on the ideals of true
Americanism; maintaining a strong national defense. In your travels representing The
American Legion, always practice these four pillars in your promotion of service to the
community, state and nation.

Please raise your right hand and repeat after me. I, state your name, do solemnly
pledge myself to perform faithfully and impartially the duties of the office of The American
Legion I am about to assume. And I further pledge I will uphold the principles outlined in
the National Constitution and the Preamble of The American Legion in service to our
veterans and their families, their communities, state and nation. Congratulations, national
vice commanders. (Applause)

NATIONAL COMMANDER OXFORD: Just as a point of personal privilege, I would
like you all to recognize my family. (Applause)

And I'd also like to give a big shout-out to my daughter. She's not here. She's
quarantined with the coronavirus. She would have been here, but I just want to give a big
shout-out to Jackie. (Applause)

I now call on Past National Commander Martin Conatser, to present the Colors to our
incoming national commander.

Presentation of Colors to Newly Elected National Commander

PAST NATIONAL COMMANDER CONATSER: Thank you, Mr. Commander.
Commander-elect Dillard, please join me at the lectern. Legionnaires and distinguished
guests, please rise for the presentation of our National Colors by the Harrisburg Post 472,
Department of Texas to our national commander elect. Color Guard, present the Colors to
the new commander. Hand Salute!

...The delegation rendered a salute to the Colors.

PAST NATIONAL COMMANDER CONATSER: Two! The audience may be
seated. Paul, I know the delegates know, as I know, how well qualified you are. I know
they know, as I know, that you're the man of the time. You've got a unique challenge to be
faced, to be the leader and lead us out of this pandemic. Commander Oxford has done an
outstanding job of setting that base, that foundation. Now it's your job and your leadership
team's job to motivate, excite and move this organization to the level we'd expect you to
do. That's a unique challenge that only certain people ever get to face. It's a challenge that
The American Legion, all veterans and the American Legion Family need you to fulfill.
It's an exciting time, as you start a year, but you have a unique challenge. And I have every
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expectation that you'll meet and exceed that challenge. I'm very pleased to congratulate
you as national commander, but I'm even better pleased to greet you as a friend. (4pplause)
Congratulations. Please rise. Color Guard, return the Colors to post. Hand Salute!
...The delegation rendered a salute to the Colors.
PAST NATIONAL COMMANDER CONATSER: Two!

NATIONAL COMMANDER OXFORD: It's an exciting time for any National
Convention. We have elected a new national commander and look forward to a new chapter
and historic times as our new leader commits that there will be "No Veteran Left Behind."

This is also the time when the American Legion Auxiliary elects a new president. The
woman chosen to lead the American Legion Auxiliary has worked many years for veterans
and their families. She served as the organization's national vice president and has been a
member of American Legion Auxiliary Unit 203 in Latonia, Kentucky. Eligible for
Auxiliary membership through her father, Korean War-era Army veteran Bill Kaelin, she
recently retired from a Fortune 500 company after more than 33 years of service in the
information technology department. She has two daughters, four grandchildren and two
sons-in-law. She also has a Bachelor of Science degree in Information Technology. Please
give a warm welcome to National President of The American Legion Auxiliary Kathy
Daudistel. (4pplause)

Presentation: Newly Elected National President, American Legion Auxiliary
Kathy Daudistel, Kentucky

Good moming. First, I would like to thank you for your service. It is very much
appreciated. I also want to thank you for electing such a fine, hard-working, good-hearted
man as your next national commander. I'm really looking forward to serving with him and
Michael and with the "No Veteran Left Behind" campaign. I can assure you that the
American Legion Auxiliary is 100 percent behind you. Congratulations, Paul. And
congratulations to all the new vice commanders. Thank you.

NATIONAL COMMANDER OXFORD: The man chosen to lead the Sons of The
American Legion was signed up to the organization moments after he was born. He is the
son and grandson of veterans. Family is obviously important to this member of the
California detachment, who along with his fiancée, Crystal Reagan, is raising their
combined seven children. With his father, Ned, the two became the first father and son to
both serve as Detachment of California commanders. He is a member of Squadron 521 in
the Golden State. Ladies and gentlemen, please welcome National Commander of the Sons
of the American Legion Michael Fox. (4pplause)

Presentation: Newly Elected National Commander, Sons of The American Legion
Michael Fox, California

Good afternoon, everybody, and thank you very much. It's an honor and a privilege
to lead one of the greatest programs of The American Legion this coming year with a fine
man, Mr. Paul Dillard, the new commander, and Kathy with the American Legion
Auxiliary. I can guarantee you that the Sons of the American Legion will be working hard
together to make sure that "No Veteran Left Behind" and helping in caring for those who
care for others. So, thank you very much. You guys have a wonderful day. Thank you.
(Applause)

NATIONAL COMMANDER OXFORD: Commander Fox, please remain in place for
just a moment. National Commander Dillard and National President Daudistel, please join
us. Ladies and gentlemen, National Commander Dillard, National President Daudistel and
Sons of The American Legion National Commander Fox, our leadership team for the
upcoming year. Your American Legion Family leaders. (4pplause)
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Just as a reminder, the Post-Convention NEC meeting will occur in the Convention
Center, North Building, Exhibit Hall 6 immediately following adjournment. All the new
national officers are to attend. I'd like to call on National Chaplain Harris for the
benediction. Please uncover.

Benediction
Chaplain Edward L. Harris, Indiana, National Chaplain

Dear God, as we come to the conclusion of this, our 102" anniversary, we give You
thanks for the endurance of giving leadership abilities to our commander. For giving us the
support and guidance of our national adjutant, thank you. Please do the same for our
commander and our officers of our American Legion Family coming forward for the 103
year. Bless all of the delegates from all of the American Legion Family who attended this
occasion. Guide them safely back home. All this we ask in Your name, Amen.

Retirement of Colors and Adjournment

NATIONAL COMMANDER OXFORD: Sergeant-at-Arms, retire the POW/MIA
Flag. ...The POW/MIA flag was retired.

NATIONAL COMMANDER OXFORD: Please recover. The Colors of our nation in
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