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White House Issues Defiant
Letter Refusing To Cooperate In
Impeachment Proceedings

(https://jonathanturley.org/2019/10/09/white-house-issues-defiant-letter-refusing-to-
cooperate-in-impeachment-proceedings/).

The White House continued along its ill-considered
strategy of refusing to cooperate in an impeachment
inquiry. I have previously written that Speaker Nancy
i i m 1

(https: Zjonathanturley.org/2019/10/07/casual-or-
cowardly-pelosi-takes-dangerous-road-to-
impeachment/) in not securing a vote of the House
to commence an impeachment investigation. However, the letter issued by the

ite H nsel
(https: /wwwaytimes.com /interactive /2019/10,/08 /us/politics /white-houge-
letter-impeachmenthtml\) further undermines the case for executive privilege
arguments and could reinforce obstruction allegations in any final articles of

impeachment.

The letter rightfully raises concerns over the lack of a House vote of the body and
the secrecy of proceedings. The Democrats have limited Republicans in their effort
to question witnesses and secure material. However, that is not a legitimate basis for
refusing to cooperate or supply clearly material evidence.

The letter emphasizes a lack of due process in the proceedings. The Constitution
does not guarantee such rights as confrontation. Indeed, it does not expressly
require anything other than a vote of the House on impeachment and a majority
threshold for any referral of the matter to the Senate for trial.
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Once again, past impeachments (like the one that I handled) have allowed for
witness examinations and some adversarial process. That should be the case here.
There is clearly an effort by Democrats to prevent serious questioning of witnesses
by Republican members. That is not a good practice and undermines the
impeachment investigation.

However, none of that justifies the position of the White House. Thisis a
constitutional function of the highest order for Congress. There is a legitimate basis
for congressional investigation under both its oversight and impeachment authority.
If proven, these allegations of self-dealing could be a basis for articles of
impeachment. A President cannot simply pick up his marbles and leave the game
because he does not like the other players. A refusal to cooperate with a
constitutionally mandated process can itself be an abuse of power.

Worse yet, the letter again undermines the executive privilege arguments that will
be key to any court fight. I discussed yesterday

(https: Zjonathanturley.org /2019/10 /08 /trump-tweet-undermines-privilege-
claims-for-barring-testimony/) how Trump’s tweet about wanting an ambassador to
testify (but blocking him because he does not trust the committee) is the death knell
for a privilege claim. A president cannot withhold material evidence because he does
not like the other party in control of a house of Congress. It must be based on a
claim that disclosure, even to a co-equal branch, would undermine national security
or diplomatic relations or essential confidential communications. This letter repeats
that flawed premise for refusing to cooperate. It is a curious move since tweets by
Trump could be dismissed (as the Justice Department did in the immigration
litigation) as not reflective of the real position of the government. Now, the White
House counsel himself has embraced those same arguments.

The letter is another avoidable self-inflicted wound by a White House that seems
intent on counter-punching itself into an impeachment. There are defenses here as
well as viable privilege arguments. This letter however is eviscerating those defenses
with a reckless abandon.

Sharethis:
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— OLDER COMMENTS
(HTTPS://JONATHANTURLEY.ORG/2019/10/09/WHITE-

H E-I -DEFIANT-LETTER-REFUSING-T'
COOPERATE-IN-IMPEACHMENT-
PROCEEDINGS/COMMENT-PAGE-3/#COMMENTS)

Karen S says:

Qctober 10, 2019 at 12:17 PM (https:/fonathanturley.org2019/10/0%white-house-issues-defiant-letter-re
gggpgrg;g-imimpggghmgng—grggg%s‘ngirujgslggmmgnt«%ggggdl#cgmmgn8&921

One of the attorneys for the “whistleblower” admitted that his client had met

with currrent presidential candidates. While the attorney claimed that all of his
client’s accusations have been verified, in fact, some of them have already been
disproven,

When’s the book tour coming?

https: /www.foxnews.com /politi histl -1 er-acknowledges-~
client-had-contact-with-presidential-candidates
(https: /wwwfoxnews.com/politics/whistleblower-lawyer-acknowledges-

client-had-contact-with-presidential-candidates)
Like
Reply —

Anonymous says:

Qctober 10,2019 g;%;-ga AM (itns:/onathanturie r-refusing.
cooperate-in-impeachment| "éﬁgm%gmmwi "gﬁg cAMECONY B

One of the attorneys that assisted the anonymous “whistleblowers” accusing
President Donald Trump of conspiring with foreign leaders to interfere in the
next U.S. presidential election used to report directly to former director of
national intelligence James Clapper.

https: /thefederalist.com /2019/10/09 /anti-trump-whistleblower-attorney~
worked-directly-for-james-clapper/
(https: //thefederalist.com /2019/10 /09 /anti-trump-whistleblower-attorney-
worked-directly-for-james-clapper/)
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Y Loading...
Reply —
Wally says:
October 10, 2019 at 7:58 AM (httpsy//fonathanturley.org/2019/10/09/white-house-issues-deflant-letter-refusing-to-

cooperate-in-impeachment-proceedin ngs/comment page-4/#comment-1889875)
New Fox poll just released this morning (10/10) shows 51% of respondents want
trump impeached and removed from office.

9 Loading...

Reply —»

Paul C Schulte says:

Qmnglw%mm https:/fionathanturley.or, -deflant-letter-refusing:to-
cooperate-in-impeachment-proceedings/comment- pggg 4/#gommgnt- gggsg )

Wally - 1 heard the poll was +15 Democrats and they didn’t modify the poll
for that. However, what is really interesting is the internals of the poll, very
few Republicans and Independents are split.

& Loading...

K@ply;z

YNOT says:

QOctober 10, 2019 at 11:26 AM (https://jonathanturley.org/2019/10/09/white- housg lssues -defiant-letter-refusing.
to-cooperate m—lmpeacﬁmeng proceedmgs/comm nt-page-4/#comment-18899

Cite, cite, just more BS from the schoolteacher.

¥ Loading...

_&emy_::z

Karen S says:

October 10, 2019 at 12:36 PM (https:/fjonathanturley.org/2019/1 0/09/wh|te-house~1ssues-def‘ iant-letter-
gfgg_smg;t;o_-_go_qu ate-in-impeachment-proceedings/comment-page-4. mment- )
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Paul is absolutely right. Here is a link to the actual poll.

(https: /www.scribd.com /document /429534764 /Fox-News-Poll-
results-October-6-8-2019

(attps: /www.scribd.com /document /429534764 /Fox-News-Poll-
results-October-6-8-2019))

1003 randomly selected respondents.

48% Democrat

33% Republican

12% Independent

¥ Loading...

Reply >

Paul C Schulte says:

O%ober 10.2019 at 6:47 PM (htt%__ ionathanturley.org/2019/10/09/white-house-issues-deflant-letter-
refusing-to-cooperate-in-impeachment-proceedings/comment-page-4/#comment-1890093)

Karen S - thanks for having my back.

& Loading...

Reply —
lin says:
October 10, 2019 at 8:18 PM (https/jonathanturley.or, org/201g/1 Q/DQ/whlte housg -issues-defiant-letter-refusing.to-
Cooperate-n-impeachment-proceedings/comment-page-A/#comment-1800127

Thank you for pointing this out. I have been disappointed in the good
professor’s failure to discuss the reality of “polls” as well as “poll~-herding”
and failures to disclose the ratio/numbers of political affiliations of those
polled.

+r Loading...

Reply —

Wally World says:

October 11,2019 gt4 26 AM (https://jonathanturiey.org/2019/10/09/white-house-issues-defiant-letter-refusing-to-
cooperate-in-impeachment-proceedings/comment-page-4/#comment-1 209)
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That Wally is an impersonator...
Just sayin’

+ Loading...

_R_e_ply_—.z

Wally World says:

October 11,2019 at 3:37 AM (https:/jenathanturley.org/2019/10/09/white-house-issues-deflant-letter-refusing-to-

cooperate-in-| |mmmg¢ggslggmmgng page-4f#comment-1890208)
Wth is this «

Hey buddy, no taking names.

¥ Loading...

Rgply_i

David B. Benson says:

QOctober 10, 2019 at 3:22 AM (https://jonathanturley.org/2019/10/09/white-house-issues-deflant-letter-refusing-to-
gooperate-in-impeachment- p;g_qggmggglggmmgn; page-4/#comment-1889858)

Stuff on Informed Comment is worthwhile.

¥ Loading...

Reply —

Anonymous says:

October 10, 2019 at 1:49 AM (https://jonathanturley.org/2019/10/09/white-house-issues-defiant-letter-refusing-to-
cooperate-Iin-impeachment-proceedings/comment-page-4/#comment-1889854)

Prof. Turley
What is Trump’s goal ?

If you think that his objective is to win an impeachment conflict by using the
law to sheild as much as possible from Congress ~ then you might be right.

But I do not think that Trump really cares that much about keeping documents
etc. from Congress.
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I think his goal is not a legal one, but a political one.

The house can impeach on any grounds it wants.
But the more partisan and more hysterical the house sounds the less ability it
has to impeach and the less meaningful impeachment is if it occurs.

I think Trump’s objective is to discredit the media, the left, and the democrats.
And I think he his happy to use this faux impeachment to do so.

Democrats are not playing by the rules - Trump is not playing by the rules.

More and more stories come out each day ~ most do not get much airplay on
the MSM but some do. More damaging allegation about Biden with each day,
more information that undermines the whistleblower with each day.

Guliani was bragging that he is happy to go on CNN or MSNBC to have some
host or another try to beat him up. He openly threatened to drop some new
document or damaging story with every single interview.

Alot of what is occuring seems to resemble the Project Veritas Accorn Sting.

The story starts quiet and PV releases just enough to get the MSM, the Left, etc
to commit to some counter story - and then PV releases a bit more to discredit
that, and a new counter story and a new drip.

We learn today that Mueller likely lied to congress. We learn that Comey was
spying on Lynch. We learn that Ukriane has been investigating Biden since
February - long before the Trump Selensky Call. We learn .... it is hard to keep

up.

Look arround neither Trump nor Gulliani are acting as if they have been
knocked back on their heels. To a large extent they are acting as if they are
relishing this fight.

Put simply. I do not think Trump cares about the executive privilege argument
that you are fixated on.
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He will work to thwart house democrats - for the purpose of frustrating them
and getting them to act like fools - and they are obliging.

While I was more impressed with the WH letter - even legally than you are. I do
not think the purpose is legal.

Trump and the media and the left and the democrats and the “deep state” have
been playing a gigantic game of high stakes poker since before Trump was
elected.

The “argh! Trump” hand is pretty simple - the little damaging they currently
have on Trump, Plus what they can spin of anything they can get someone to
testify and the hope that Trump is hiding something.

Well the media, the left and democrats have been telling us there is some great
damaging story about Trump in hiding for 3 years, and it has not yet surfaced

This whole mess is the boy who cried wolf on an epic scale.
Conversly we do not know Trump’s hand.

The Ukraine story has damn near taken Biden out of the race, it is unlikely he
will recover - and democrats are doing this to themselves - unless you think
the Whistleblower is a secret Trump supporter.

It looks like Trump is facing Warren - and that has to be his dream opponent.

More damage was done to Trump politically be withdrawing from Syria than
this whole Impeachment nonsense.

< Loading...

Reply —

Prairie Rose says:

October 10, 2019 at 6:28 AM (https://jonathanturley.org/2019/10/09/white- house -issyes-deflant-letter-refusing-to-
gooperate-in-impeachment-proceedings/comment-page-4/#comment-1889867)

Well said.
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& Loading...

Reply —

V Whitaker says:

October 10, 2019 at 6:36 AM (https:/jonathanturiey.org/2019/10/09/white-house-issues-defiant-letter-refusing:to-
cooperate-in-impeachment-proceedings/comment-page-4/#comment-1889868)

This is a narrative I see a lot among those that support this president; the
idea that he is, knowingly, directing happenings to his advantage. The
supposition being that President Trump understand the ins and outs of
political machinations and is going to ‘beat them at their own game' [ don’t
see it. What I see is a man that is ill suited for the office making absurd
statements and - as Turley and others have observed - continue to self-
inflict wounds that are the result of unfiltered hubris.

Had Trump not insisted on a personal interview at the beginning of the first
investigation into ‘Russian influence’ (Mueller) and admitted the truth about
why he dumped Comey that situation would most likely have lost steam way
before it did. Trump just can’t help himself because his ego refuses to allow
anyone to appear to ‘one-up~him’ He has to have the last word - even if that
‘word’ is severely detrimental to his position.

Having watched Donald Trump’s career since he became a name in NY, [ am
always stunned at the folks that believe him or anything that he says. He
speaks ‘off-the~-cuff, or, as he likes to portray it ‘his gut’his statements are
littered with euphemisms, ‘..like never been seen before] ‘believe me’, ‘..a lot
of people don’t know this but..., ‘I was told by a good friend...” OR, ‘I was told
by someone who is an expert...

The Democrats may look like fools - frankly, ALL of Congress is looking
pretty foolish and self-serving to me - but they aren’t alone; the president
seems to be just as foolish. In my mind, any speculation that Donald Trump is
somehow orchestrating this situation to his benefit seems to be an example
of forcing the facts to fit a narrative that makes him appear more savvy than
he actually is. He is, however, good at attempting to divert attention from
whatever debacle he’s engaged in ~ now we have the unexpected withdrawal
of the US support of the Kurds.
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Trump set the tone for his Administration during his campaign; he simply
labels everything that is critical of him as ‘fake news, ‘witch hunt’ or throws
out some dismissive insult. His parrot, Guliani can’t keep his ‘facts’ straight
and I suspect that Tump throws him at the Press just to muddy the waters.
Rudy is so off his game its embarrassing to watch him attempt a coherent
interview. But, then he's useful to Trump for that very reason.

The Democrats may be gunning for this President; but he's the one that
insists on wearing a target on his back.

e Loading...

Reply —

Prairie Rose says:

October 10,2019 at 9:11 AM (httpsi//jonathanturley.org/2019/10/09/white-house-issues-deflant-letter-refusing-to-
cooperate-in-impeachment-proceedings/comment-page-4/#comment-1889892)

V Whitaker,

Considering they despise Trump and are mad Hillary lost, and, and, they
have essentially run witch hunts against people like Jordan Peterson, I am
inclined to think part of this at minimum is a witch hunt.

I didn’t even vote for Trump and what I see is vicious partisanship by the
media and others.

It does look like a palace coup. Matt Taibbi ain’t no conservative, and that’s
what he sees.

I am also gravely concerned about such things as this:

“There have so far been two hearings in the House Democrats’ effort to
impeach President Trump over the Ukraine matter. Both have been held in
secret. One was Thursday, the other Friday, and the public does not know
what was said in either. Two more are scheduled for this week and will be
held behind closed doors, too.
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The hearings are part of an effort to remove the president from office.
There could not be a matter of more pressing public concern. There could
not be a matter in which the American people have a greater stake. And yet
the public has no idea what is being discovered.

Last week’s sessions weren't just secret. They were super-secret. The first
hearing, in which the witness was former Ukraine special envoy Kurt
Volker, was held in what is known as a SCIF, which stands for sensitive
compartmented information facility. It is a room in the Capitol built to be
impervious to electronic surveillance so that Jawmakers can discuss the
nation’s most important secrets without fear of discovery.

The second hearing, in which Intelligence Community Inspector General
Michael Atkinson testified, was also held in the SCIF”

Scott Adam’s has spoken on the matter of Trump and persuasion, as well as
Trump and the Ukraine. This is no simple matter of ‘Trump is a buffoon’

+r Loading...

Reply —

Karen S says:

,.2019 at 12:28 PM (https:/fonathanturley.or ite-h
refusing-to-cooperate-in- lmgeachment -proceedings. /gomment page- 4/#comment 1889952)

PR - not only were they secret, they were partisan. Republicans were
not allowed to call witnesses. It is my understanding that by not having a
vote, Pelosi has more control of the process.

My Dad used to work at times with classified information in a SCIF.
There was a red sign over the door that read, “Feeling lonely tonight?
Want to talk to someone? Then forget to lock your safe” They were
dead serious about security, and put the fear of God into anyone who
touched classified information. That is why it was shocking to see Hillary
lie about her secret server in her bathroom, where she uploaded
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classified information to the Cloud, and people with no clearance had
access and...it was all fine. She should have been in some oubliette that
required a series of FOIAs just to discover her whereabouts.

¥ Loading...

Reply —»

V Whitaker says:

October 10,2019 at 6:33 AM (https://jonathanturley.org/2019/10/09/hite-house-issyes-deflant-letter-refusing-to-
cooperate-in-impeachment-proceedings/comment-page-4/#comment-1889869)

I do agree with you on the “..Warren being his dream opponent”. He should
be careful though, she could also be his nightmare, Possibly, a nightmare for
all of us.

¥ Loading...

.Rgply_—z

Prairie Rose says:

QOctober 10, 2019 at 9;12 AM (https://jonathanturley.org/2019/10/09/white-h - -defiant-letter-refusing-to-
cooperate-in-impeachment-proceedings/comment-page-4/#comment-1889893)

V Whitaker,
“Possibly, a nightmare for all of us”

I agree.

& Loading...

Reply —»

Karen § says:

October 10, 2019 at 12:29 PM (https:/jonathanturley.org/2019/10/09/white-house-issues-defiant-letter-
refusing-to-cooperate-in-impeachment-proceedings/comment-page-4/#comment-1889953)

Her rhetoric that punishes employers and the rich, promising to give
goodies to voters, is very popular. That's how Stalin rose. It was all going
to be for the good of the people.

Loading...
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Reply —

Mr Kurtz says:

QOctober 10, 2019 at 8:38 PM (httgs bs://jonathanturley.org/2019/1 0/09/wh|te house-issues-defiant-letter-
refusing-to-cooperate-in-impeachment-proceedings/comment-page-4/#comment-1830133)

Oh, she’s no Stalin. Hillary had the makings of a tryant but Liz is a cut
below.

The Dem party likes WEAK candidates. They are too “diverse” to unite
strongly behind any one leader. There are too many factions. Look at
that field right now. Their best candidate just got tossed under the bus
in favor of a pantsuit.

Among the two parties, the one with a more coherent base, can bring
forth a stronger candidate than a big tent operation. FDR was such a
candidate. The strongest president in American history. Right now
Republicans are a far more focused party than they were before.
Donald’s populism has proven its worth and he’s brought them along
by the nose.

This will be the permanent disadvantage of the Democrat party
moving forwards,

¥ Loading...

Reply —

lin says:

October 10, 2019 at 8:23 PM (htt;?‘s nsy/fjonathanturley.org/2019/10/09/white-house-i |ssugs gef‘ am -letters
refusing-to-cooperate-in-impeachment-proceedings/comment-page-4/#comment-

SodoL
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David B. Benson says:

Qctober 10, 2019 at 1:30 AM (htips://jonathanturley,org/2019/10/09/white-house-issues-defiant-letter-refusing-to-
cooperate-in-impeachment-proceedings/comment-page-4/#comment-1 )

Do Looney Tunes come from the Looney Bin?

+ Loading...

_Rs_p_ly.:z

Anonymous says:
Qctober 10, 2019 at 3:24 AM (https:/fonathanturley.org/2019/10/09/white-hoyse-issues-defiant-letter-refusing-to-
cooperate-in-impeachment-proceedings/comment-page-4/#comment- 15898%9)

Yep, Bugs Bunny, my favorite tranny.
Or many a bunny-~eared Playboy
::throws up a baphmet sign::

Jokes, Ppl. Jokes.

¥ Loading...
Reply. —
Pingback: Legal experts weigh in as White House objects to impeachment inquiry

= News Daily (http: //whitelighttv.com /2019/10/09/legal-experts-weigh-in-as-
white-house-objects-to-impeachment-inquiry/)

«~ OLDER COMMENTS
(HTTPS://JONATHANTURLEY.ORG/2019/10/09/WHITE-
H E-l ~-DEFIANT-LETTER-REFUSING-TO-
COOPERATE-IN-IMPEACHMENT-
PROCEEDINGS/COMMENT-PAGE-3/#COMMENTS)
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1/3/2020 ABC News' Oval Office interview with President Trump - ABC News

ABC News' Oval Office interview with
President Trump

A transcript of ABC News' George Stephanopordos Oval Office interview,

By ABC News ﬂ -
June 13, 2019, 12:37 PM » 10 min read

Trump reacts 1o being down in infernal polls, Don Jr testifying with Senate Commities

The president told ABC News' George Stephanopoulos in an exclusive interview, "There's no way he [Biden]
baats me in Texas...my polls show that I'm winning sverywhere.”

ABC News

Over the course of two days, ABC News' Chief Anchor George
Stephanopoulos spent 30 hours with President Donald Trump, flying on Air

greeting him in his West Wing residence, embedding in the Oval Office fora
day of meetings, and sitting down for a one-on-one interview in the White
House Rose Garden.

hitps://abenews.go.com/Politics/abe-news-oval-office-interview-preside ni-donald-trump/story 7id=63688343). 179
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ABC News' Oval Office interview with President Trump - ABC News

During an interview Wednesday morning in the Oval Office, President

Trump opined on the Russia investigation, telling Stephanopoulos he would

consider accepting damaging information about his political rivals from
foreign nations.

-+ (MORE: EXCLUSIVE: Trump says he would listen if foreigners offered dirt ou
opponents)

Below is a complete, unedited transcript of that portion of the president’s
exclusive interview with ABC News,

-+ (MORE: Trump lashes out about being down in internal polls)

Tune in next week for an hour-long ABC News special, only on ABC -- including
"ABC News Live,” the 24/7 streaming news channel available on abcnevvscom
Roku, Hulu, Amazon Fire TV and Apple TV.

ABC News Chief Anchor George Stephanopoulos: You're a fighter. You, you,
it feels like you're in a constant Kind of churn.

-+ (MORE: EXCLUSIVE: Trump reveals historic redesign of Air Force One)

President Donald Trump: Yeah, uh, my life has always been a fight. And I
enjoy that I guess, I don’t know if I enjoy it or not, I guess -- sometimes I
have false fights, like the Russian witch hunt. That’s a false fight. That’s a
made-up hoax. And I had a fight that -~

Stephanopoulos: --the first line of his report says they had a systematic
attempt at interfere in our elections.

President Trump: They did, but not me. And they also said, okay, that we
rebuffed them. Okay?

Stephanopoulos: Well they said you're--

President Trump: --that the Trump campaign. Excuse me. The campaign,
the Trump campaign rebuffed them. We had nothing to do with Russia.

htips://abenews.go.com/Politics/abe-news-oval-office-interview-president-donald-trump/story ?id=63688843). 2/9
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ABC News' Oval Office interview with President Trump - ABC News
Hillary Clinton had much more to do with Russia than anything having to
do with our campaign. It said very specifically that, not only we didn’t have
to do, but we rebuffed them. Now, anything having to do with Russia had
nothing to do with our campaign.

Stephanopoulos: Well, Paul Manafort,

President Trump: Paul Manafort, they have Paul Manafort on taxes and
many other things. Nothing to do with our campaign.

Stephanopoulos: Giving polling information to the Russians.

President Trump: I don’t know anything about that. What difference does
polling information make? It doesn’t matter. He was maybe trying to do
something for an account or something. Who knows? But they said
specifically that there was nothing to do, and we, in fact, rebuffed them--

Stephanopoulos: --they said there were hundreds--
President Trump: It’s a phony--
Stephanopoulos: --what they said is that--

President Trump: They also said that there were bloggers in Moscow and
they said specifically, about the bloggers in Moscow, had nothing to do with
Trump, had nothing to do with the--and there were like 32 or 36 bloggers.
We have nothing to do with bloggers in Moscow. I'll tell you, you talk about
collusion, take a look at the collusion with the Democrat party and
Facebook and Google and Twitter. That’s called collusion, that's called real
collusion, Not where somebody buys some ads and the other thing, having
to do with Russia, they were also helping the Clinton campaign, you know
that? It wasn't just Trump. And Putin, I will say this: if he had it, it was up to
him. He would much rather have Hillary Clinton be president right now.
And all of these countries would rather have Biden or anybody else but
Trump,

https://abenews.go.com/Politics/abe-news-oval-office-interview-presideni-donald-trump/story 7id=63688943). 3/9
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ABC News' Oval Office interview with President Trump - ABC News
Stephanopoulos: He said he was trying to help elect you. He said that
explicitly.

President Trump: Well he might’ve said that after I won because it’s a smart
thing to say, okay? Because frankly-

Stephanopoulos: And Mueller says that he’s trying to do that.

President Tramp: Mueller said that we rebuffed Russia, that we pushed
them away, that we werern’t interested. Read the report.

Stephanopoulos: I have read the report. On that though, your son Don Jr. is
up before the Senate Intelligence Committee today, and again, he was not
charged with anything. In retrospect though, do you think—

President Trump: --I mean not only wasn’t he charged, if you read it, with
all of the horrible fake news, I mean, I was reading that my son was going to
go tojail. This is a good young man. That he was going to go to jail and all of
these horrible stories. And then the report comes out and they didn’t even
say--they hardly even talked about him.

Stephanopoulos: But should he have gone to the FBI when he got that
email?

President Trump: Okay, let’s put vourselfin a position: you're a
congressman, somebody comes up and says, “Hey I have information on
your opponent.” Do you call the FBI?

Stephanopoulos: If it's coming from Russia you do.

President Trump: You don’t-- T'll tell you what. I've seen a lot of things over
my life. I don’t think in my whole life I've ever called the FBI. In my whole
life. I don’t--you don’t call the FBI. You throw somebody out of your office,
you do whatever you do—

Stephanopoulos: Al Gore got a stolen briefing book. He called the FBI.

https:/fabenews.go.com/Politics/abe-news-oval-office-interview-president-donald-trump/story 7id=63688943). 4/9
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ABC News' Oval Office interview with President Trump - ABC News
President Trump: Well, that’s different. A stolen briefing book. This isn’t--
this is somebody who said, “We have information on your opponent.” Oh,
let me call the FBL Give me a break, life doesn’t work that way.

Stephanopoulos: The FBI Director says that’s what should happen.

President Trump: The FBI Director is wrong. Because, frankly, it doesn’t
happen like that in life. Now, maybe it will start happening. Maybe today
you think differently. But two or three years ago, if somebody comes into
your office with oppo research-- they call it oppo research--with
information that might be good or bad or something, but good for you, bad
for your opponent, you don’t call the FBI. I would guarantee you that 90
percent, could be 100 percent, of the congressmen or the senators over
there, have had meetings--if they didn’t they probably wouldn’t be elected--
on negative information about their opponent. They don’t-

Stephanopoulos: From foreign countries?

President Tramp: Possibly. Possibly. But they don’t call the FBI. You don’t
call the FBI every time you hear something that maybe--now, you see the
people. The meeting, it also sounds to me--I don’t know anything about
that meeting--but it sounds to me like it was a big nothing. That meeting
was a big nothing. But I heard about my son, who is a great young man,
going to jail over a meeting where somebody said, “I have information on
Hillary Clinton.” She’s the one that should be in jail. She deleted 33--

Stephanopoulos: She should be in jail?

President Tramp: She deleted 33,000 emails from--sent by the United
States Congress. They gave a subpoena to Hillary Clinton for 33,000 emails.
After the subpoena was gotten, she deleted them. That’s called obstruction.
And her lawyer should also be looked at because her lawyer--she’s got to
have the greatest lawyer on earth because she does that, he did the deleting,
supposedly. Not only did they delete, but they acid washed them.

Stephanopoulos: That’s been investigated.

hitps://abenews.go.com/Politics/abe-news-oval-office-i president-donald-trump/story7id=63588943). 59
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ABC News' Oval Office interview with President Trump - ABC News
President Trump: Now, that’s called the-- no, no. No, no. It’s being
investigated I assume now.

Stephanopoulos: It’s been investigated.

President Trump: I don’t know, I stay uninvolved. I stay totally uninvolved
and I don’t talk to—

Stephanopoulos: You haven't asked the Justice Department to take a look
into Hillary Clinton?

President Trump: We have a great attorney general now. [ don’t talk to my
attorney general about that, but I'll tell you what: when you send 33,000
emails-- they requested 33,000 emails. She got the request. They deleted
every one of them. Okay? If you did that, you would’ve been put in jail.

Stephanopoulos: Your campaign this time around, if foreigners, if Russia, if
China, if someone else offers you information on opponents, should they
accept it or should they call the FBI?

President Tramp: I think maybe you do both. I think you might want to
listen, there’s nothing wrong with listening. If somebody called from a
country, Norway, “we have information on your opponent.” Oh, I think I'd
want to hear it.

Stephanopoulos: You want that kKind of interference in our elections?

President Trump: It’s not an interference, they have information. Tthink T'd
take it. If I thought there was something wrong, I'd go maybe to the FBL If I
thought there was something wrong. But when somebody comes up with
oppo research, right, they come up with oppo research. Oh, let’s call the
FBI. The FBI doesn’t have enough agents to take care of it, but you go and
talk honestly to congressmen, they all do it, they always have. And that’s

the way it is. It’s called oppo research.

Stephanopoulos: Mr. President. Thank you.

hitps://abenews.go.com/Politics/abe-news-oval-office-interview-president-donald-trump/story?id=63688943). 8/9
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ABC News' Oval Office interview with President Trump - ABC News

President Trump: Thank you. Okay. Fine.
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FBI director pushes back on
debunked conspiracy theory
about 2016 election
interference

"We have no information that indicates that Ukraine interfered,”
Wray said.

By Luke Barr and Alexander Mallin
December 8, 2019, &

B v =

3 PM » 6 min read

F8i director addresses inspector general report

Director Christopher Wray remarked that a number of elements highlighted in the
report fell "well short of the standard of conduct and performance” he expects of hig
smployess.

Jacquelys Martin/AP

FBI Director Christopher Wray on Monday undercut a

interfered with the 2016 presidential election,” Wray told
ABC News in an exclusive broadcast interview on Monday.
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1/3/2020 FBI director pushes back on debunked conspiracy theory about 2016 election interference - ABC News

-+ (MORE: FBI Director Chris Wray reacts to DOJ watchdog
report on Russia investigation: Exclusive

ABC News Politics
Q@ABCPolitics

- vibeo  Lve  swows  20z0etections 0 B B Lo

have no information” supporting the theory. abon ws/Z2YulyYr

that indicates
red with the 2016
I election.”

¢ ABC News Live

394 &:21PM-Dec9, 2019

271 paopte are falking about this

Wray is the most senior, currently serving, government
official to undercut the claim -- pushed as recently as
Sunday by Sen. T R-Texas, in an interview about 24/7 coverage of breaking news and five events
the ongoing impeachment inquiry.

-+ (MORE: Testimony and texts: How the Trump-Ukraine
allegations fit together in a timeline)

"Here's the game the media is playing, Because Russia
interfered, the media pretends nobody else did. Ukraine

htips://abenews.go.com/Politics/bi-director-pushes-back-debunked-conspiracy-theory-2016/story ?id=67608244 2/6
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blatantly interfered in our election,” Cruz said Sunday on
NBC's "Meet the Press.”

When asked about the claim, Wray urged Americans to be
cautious about their sources of information.

“+ (MORE: The facts behind GOP claims about Ukraine and
2016 likely ro surface this week)

"Well, look, there's all kinds of people saving all kinds of
things out there. I think it's important for the American
people to be thoughtful consumers of information, to think
about the sources of it and to think about the support and
predication for what they hear,” he said. "And I think part
of us being well protected against malign foreign influence
is to build together an American public that's resilient, that
has appropriate media literacy and that takes its
information with a grain of salt.”

B FBi Director Christopher Weay speaks with ABC News' Chisf Justice
Correspondent Pierre Thomas in an exclusive internview on Dec. 8, 2079,
i.uke Barr/ABC News

-+ (MORE: DOJ watchdog finds Russia investigation not
improper, despite missteps

In a call with Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskiy,
Trump requested he look into claims about "CrowdStrike,"
referencing a debunked conspiracy theory that claims

hitps://abenews.go.com/Politics/i-director-pushes-back-debunied-conspiracy-theory-2018/story 7id=67809244 3/6
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1/3/2020 FBI director pushes back on debunked conspiracy theory about 2016 election interference - ABC News
Ukraine, not Russia, hacked into the Democratic National
Committee's computer networks in 2016.

Asked about that theory, Wray didn't directly respond to
the president’s claim but underscored that the ¥BI has no
evidence to support such a claim.

-+ (MORE: Before working with Giuliani, Ukrainian official
hired Trump-linked lobbyist te relay anti-Biden claims in
us)

"As Isaid, we at the FBI have no information that would
indicate that Ukraine tried to interfere in the 2016
presidential election," he said.

In addition, Wray said that he didn't speak with Rudy
Giuliani, the president's personal attorney, about any
investigation into the Bidens.

"I haven't had any conversations with Rudy Giuliani," Wray
said.

Wray also cautioned that election interference is still a
concern moving into 2020.

"Well, as far as the election itself goes, we think Russia
represents the most significant threat to the election cycle
itself," he said.

"But we certainly know that other nation states, China,
Iran, others have an interest in influencing our democracy
in other ways through different forms of engagement,
different types of malign foreign influence. So we are trying
to make sure that we're working hard with others to protect
America against all those threats,” Wray added.

G3 Comments (146) B v =

hitps://abenews.go.com/Politics/i-director-pushes-back-debunked-conspiracy-theory-2016/story 7id=67608244 4/6
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President Trump's former national security advisor 'deeply
disturbed' by Ukraine scandal: 'Whole World is watchmg
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@ abenesws.gocom/Politics/prasident-rrumps-national-sacurity-advisar i‘*\é‘;’J ydisturbed-ukraine/story

Tom Bossert was Trump's homeland security adviser until
April 2018.

By
Chris Francescani
September 29, 2019, 3:34 PM

11 min read

542

'I'm deeply disturbed' by whistleblower complaint: Former Trump adviser Former Trump
homeland security adviser Tom Bossert reacts to Ukraine controversy on "This
Week."Bloomberg via Getty Images

President Donald Trump's first Homeland Security and counterterrorism adviser, who
resigned after a year in the office, said on "This Week With George Stephanopoulos” on
Sunday that he is "deeply disturbed" and "frustrated"” by the "entire mess" that began in july
with Trump's phone call with a young Ukrainian president and suddenly this week sparked a
firestorm of calls in Congress to_impeach the president following the disclosure of an
extraordinary whistieblower complaint.

'The whole world is watching’

"'m deeply disturbed by this as well, and this entire mess has me frustrated," said former
Homeland Security advisor Tom Bossert, now an ABC News contributor.

Tom Bossert walks out of the White House campus September 28, 2017 in Washington, DC.
Tom Bossert walks out of the White House campus September 28, 2017 in Washington, DCBrendan
Smialowski/Afp Contributor/AFP/Getty Images

"You and | lived through the impeachment of President [Bill] Clinton and saw how
frustrating and dividing it could be and | just spend the week overseas and I'll tell you, the
whole world is watching," Bossert said, gesturing to Stephanopoulos.

175
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(MORE: Rudy Giuliani fires back at former White House aide who accused him of spreading
‘completely false’ theory)

"You saw how frustrating and dividing it could be. The whole world is watching this. The
removal of a president is a big and serious deal, but the removal of a president -- in not only
a democracy but the biggest democracy -- is really a weighty matter and | hope that
everyone can sift through the evidence and be careful, as I've seen a lot of rush to
judgement this week," Bossert said.

But Bossert described the allegations against Trump as extremely serious.

(MORE: Trump to be held 'accountable* in wake of whistleblower complaint: Committee
chair)

"That said, itis a bad day and a bad week for this president and this country -- if he is asking
for political dirt on an opponent,” said Bossert.

President Donald Trump and Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskiy looks on during a meeting in New
York on September 25, 2019, on the sidelines of the United Nations General Assembly.
President Donald Trump and Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskiy looks on during a meeting in New
York on September 25, 2019, on the sidelines of the United Nations General Assembly.Saul
Loeb/AFP/Getty Images

"But it looks to me that the other matter, that's far from proven, was whether he was doing
anything to abuse his power and withhold aid, in order to solicit such a thing," Bossert said,
referring to a Ukrainian investigation into political rival Joe Biden and his family. "That
seems, | think, far from proven and it's going to be the focus - | think -- of our Congress for
the next year."

‘Completely debunked' theory

Bossert was sharply critical of Trump personal lawyer Rudy Giuliani, who was also a guest
on the show. He expressed a combination of frustration and bewilderment that some
members of the Trump team continue to spout debunked conspiracy theories about the
hack of the Democratic National Committee [DNC] computer servers during the 2016
election campaign.

"It's not only a conspiracy theory, it is completely debunked. | don't want to be glib about
this matter but last year, retired former Senator judd Gregg wrote in The Hill magazine Five
Ways or Three Ways to Impeach Oneself and the third way was to hire Rudy Giuliani."

"At this point, | am deeply frustrated with what he and legal team are doing in repeating that
debunked theory to the president. It sticks in his mind when he hears it over and over again.
And for clarity here, George, let me just repeat here, again, that it has no validity."

2/5
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In this file photo taken on September 23, 2019 US President Donald Trump speaks during a meeting with
Polish President Andrzej Duda on the sidelines of the UN General Assembly in New York.
In this file photo taken on September 23, 2019 US President Donald Trump speaks during a meeting with
Polish President Andrzej Duda on the sidelines of the UN General Assembly in New York.Saul
Loeb/AFP/Getty Images

"The United States government reached its conclusion on attributing to Russia the DNC
hack in 2016 before it even communicated it to the FBI. And long before the FBl ever
knocked on the door at the DNC. So a server inside the DNC was not relevant to our
determination to the attribution. It was made up front and beforehand. And so while
servers can be important in some of the investigations that followed, it has nothing to do
with the U.S. gavernment attribution for the DNC hack."

Later in the program, Giuliani told Stephanopoulos: "Tom Bossert doesn't know what he's
talking about.”

Bossert, when asked to characterize his own interpretation of the call, said he read more
into it than most observers because he spent a year discussing such matters with Trump, as
his core responsibilities were election security and coordinating the response to Russian
interference in the 2016 U.S. presidential elections.

"I didn’t see, like others have seen, pressure in this call,” Bossert said. "l understand why
people are interpreting it that way, [but] 've spent a lot of time with this president, and | can
easily see other reasons for why this president might have delayed aide to Ukraine and
those Javelin missiles, As you know President [Barack] Obama considered this deeply and
decided not to provide lethal military support. President Trump and | and others spent quite
a bit of time talking about this. In fact, in the call itself - although there are a lot of reasons
he alludes to -- one that is quintessential Donald Trump. That is his frustration with Angela
Merkel, the German nation member of NATO [North Atlantic Treaty Organization’] is doing
nothing to help Ukraine, and he expressed some lamentation over that fact.”

'Pound of flesh'
Still, Bossert said, he has some sense of the thinking in the White House,

" honestly believe this president has not gotten his pound of flesh yet from past grievances
on the 2016 investigation,” Bossert said. "l believe he and his legal team probably even prior
to Joe Biden announcing that he would run for president, and they are continuing to focus
on everything they can in their belief -- understandably in this case - that the president was
wrongly accused of colluding with Russia the first time around, But George, if he continues
to focus on that white whale, it's going to bring him down,”

3/5
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Bossert resigned from the administration in April 2018, one day after then Trump national
security advisor John Bolton began his new role in the White House. Earlier this month,
Trump said he ousted Bolton from the position over "very big mistakes" and policies
disagreements, including decisions concerning the Middle East.

Bolton has countered that he offered to resign the previous day, but the president waved
that offer away.

Bossert's comments come amid what is shaping up to be an exceptionally swift launch of a
presidential impeachment inquliry.

House Intel[igence Committee Chairman Adam Schiff told reporters Friday that his
committee is mapping out potential hearings, depositions and subpoenas for its
impeachment probe in the weeks ahead, as Democrats issued the first subpoena in an
effort centered on President Trump’s phone call with the president of Ukraine and a related
whistleblower complaint.

Tom Bossert, assistant to U.S. President Donald Trump for the U.S. Department of Homeland Security,
speaks during a White House press briefing in Washington, D.C., U.S., on Friday, Sept. 8, 2017.
Tom Bossert, assistant to U.S. President Donald Trump for the U.S, Department of Homeland Security,
speaks during a White House press briefing in Washington, D.C,, U5, on Friday, Sept. 8, 2017.Bloomberg
via Getty images

Nearly two-thirds of Americans believe President Trump's encouragement of a foreign
leader to investigate Trump's political rival and his family is a serious problem, but only 17%
said they were surprised by the president's actions, according to a new ABC News/Ipsos poll.

MORE: Read the transcript of Trump's call with the Ukraine president
The poll, conducted by Ipsos in partnership with ABC News, asked Americans about a july
phone call between Trump and Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskiy in which Trump
urged his Ukrainian counterpart to work with his personal attorney Rudy Giuliani and U.S.
Attarney General William Barr to investigate former Vice President Joe Biden and his son,
Hunter, according to @ memo released by the White House.

The high-velocity push toward an impeachment inquiry has jump-started Democratic
consensus and unified a party long torn between what many observers see as political
necessity and moral imperative, with a devastating but ultimately inconclusive report from
the Mueller investigation in their rear view mirror and the snow-soaked cornfields of
February's lowa caucuses just up the road.
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Trump has openly acknowledged that he discussed Biden in a call with Ukranian president
but has characterized the call as perfectly acceptable presidential behavior. Yet, the growing
appearance that a U.S. president sought to enlist a foreign in nation in investigating his
political rivals has sharply -- and swiftly -- shifted the political dynamic in the nation's capital.

Editor's Note: A prior version of this story incorrectly reported that George Stephanopoulos served
in the Clinton White House during his impeachment. Stephanopoulos left the White House in
1996, two years prior to the impeachment proceedings.

ABC News' John Santucci and Katherine Faulders contributed to this report.

5/5
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1/1/2020 Transcript: ABC News' George Stephanopoulos' exclusive interview with President Trump - ABC News

- VIDEO LIVE SHOWS 2020 ELECTIONS . B

Transcript: ABC News' George Top Stories
Stephanopoulos' exclusive interview Transcrip: ABC News George

Stephanopoulos’ exclusive

With President Tmmp interview with President Teump

Jus 16, 7158 P

The unedited transcripts of the president s exclusive interview with ABC
Newe vear. new laws Hereare

someofthe changes coming
v om Jan.1.2020

Jan 01, 53T AM

Missing woman last seen
leaving bar with 2 men, texted
she was in trouble

Dec 27,939 AM

Cleveland kidnapping survivors
on journey from captivity to
helping others

Jan 07, 402 Avt

't want his head on a platter)
Mom says in 911 call after
carjacker takes her baby
Dec18,1:25PM

Trump says he may not alert FBI if info is offered by foreigners on 2020 candidates

& interview with ARC News

: hief Anchor George Stephanapo
fed out, " think you might v

fisten. There's nothing wrong with

rump said if a foreign

Over the course of two days, ABC News' chief anchor George Stephanopoulos
spent 30 hours with President Donald Trump, flying on Air Force One (o Jowa,

traveling in his armored vehicle called “The Beast,” greeting him in his West
Wing residence, embedding in the Oval Office for a day of meetings, and sititng
15 aived in

down for & one-on-one intery 7 the White House Rose Garde:

a special edition of "20/20," "President Trump - 30 Howrs,” on Sunday, June 16,
2018,

+ (MORE: Top 5 takeaways of President Trump'’s interview with Geosge
Stephanopoules)

wiew with
ABC News from "The Beast” between events fn Towa, the walk te and in the Oval

Below are the unedited transerlpts of the president’s exclusive inte

Otftee and the Rose Garden.

~ (MORE: EXCLUSIVE: Trump cites lessons from Nixon, says he ‘was never going
to fire Mueller'y

+ (MORE: Trump reveals historic redesign of Air Foree One: EXCLUSIVE)

+ (MOR rump hits Biden on policy flips: ‘He has recalibrated on everything’)

# ABC News Live

IN 'THE BEAST":

ABC NEWS' GEORGE STEPHANOPQULOS: It's a good event?

https:/fabenews.go.com/Politics/transcript-abe-news-george-stephanopoulos-exclusive-interview-president/story ?id=63749144
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PRESIDENT DONALD TRUMP: Good event. Nice event. ... (inaudible) <
ethanol in there. Great crowd, great people. Great people.

STEPHANOPOULOS: This was-- you feel like this is your (inaudibie)? 24/7 coverage of breaking news and five events

TRUMP: Yeah, I-- I do. I feel it's really-- really a great part of the country for
us. Yeah.

STEPHANOPOULOS: This was the first state you ever {inaudible).

TRUMP: That's right, And I came in secorxd, Should have come in first. But
this was a cancus state. It was a whole different thing,

STEPHANOPOQULOS: Organization,

TRUMP: In the-- (inaudible). And I learned more inIowa because we
actually should have won lowa easily by anywhere from five to 10 points.
But caucus is different. People walk in. You talk to them. You know, it's-- it's
like--

{OVERTALK)
STEPHANOPOULOS: And they have to show up that night--

TRUMP: Look at the people. These are the people that couldn't get in, by
the way. These people couldn't get in. Great people. It's a lot of-- Look at
the-- look-- look at the people. They can't get in, George. A little different
than my competitors.

STEPHANOPOULOS: Well, you don't have a real competitor. Just Bill Weld
on the Republican side.

TRUMP: No, I'm talking about competitors, just generally.
STEPHANOPOULOS: 8o you feel good about Towa right now?

TRUMP: Yeah, feel great about Iowa. Feel great about I think virtually every
state that we're competing in. I think Iowa's great. I think Ohie and Florida,
North Carolina, South Carolina. Pennsylvania I feel really good about. You
know, we won--

STEPHANOPQULOS: You're saying—

TRUMP: ~Pennsylvania. And it was interesting because Penmsylvania's
always been tough to win, but we won it. And-- I think we should be doing
great because of steel and all of the jobs that we've produced. They're
having the best year they've had inI think 40 or 50 years.

STEPHANOPQULOS: You said Vice President Biden's making a mistake not
telling people what you're for. I take that point. What-- elections are about
tomorrow, not yesterday. When you go to voters over this next yeat, what is
the big unfinished piece of business you're going to say, "This is what we're
going to get done?”

htips:/fabcnews.go.com/Politics/transcript-abe-news-george-stephanopoulos-exclusive-interview-president/story?d=637 49144 2/38
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TRUMP: So we almost had health care done. Health care's a disaster,
Obamacare. But we've managed it much better than they managed it. So
we've made it serviceable, but it's not great. We almost had it done. We were
one vote off, as you know. You know that whole story. And that was a very-
unfortunate situation. We would have had great health care. So we're going
to do that if we win the House. If we win back the House, we're going to
produce phenomenal health care. And we already have the concept of the
plan, but it'll be less expensive than Obamacare by a lot. And it'Hl be much
better health care--

STEPHANOPOULOS: Don't you have to tell people what the plan is?

TRUMP: Yeah, well, we'll be announcing that in about two months. Maybe
less. So, yeah, sure you do, But-- but, again, that's-- that's subject to winning
back the House, Senate and the presidency. You need the three. But we are-

STEPHANOPOULOS: Because that was one of the big issues that the vice
president~ former vice president took on today. He said on health care
you've called-- gone to the courts and said, "We've got to overturn
Obamacare." That's abandoning people with preexisting conditions.

TRUMP: Well, no, Preexisting conditions-- I was for preexisting conditions.
And I stili-- you know, I'm very much for preexisting conditions. But
Obamacare has been a disaster. Look what--

{OVERTALK)
STEPHANOPOULOS: --get charged higher under your plan, right?

TRUMEP: No, much lower. Under my plan, they'll be much lower. You'll see
that in a month when we-- when we-- introduce it. We're going to have a
plan. That's subject to winning the House, Senate, and presidency, which
hopefully we'll win all three. We'll have phenomenal health care.

STEFHANOPOULOS: And you're g-- so you're definitely introducing a plan
before the election?

TRUME: Before the election, yes. We'll be having a plan much before the
election. Soon. Falrly soon. It's almost--

STEPHANOPOQULOS: How about the-
TRUMP: -~complete,

STEPHANOPQULOS: How about the economy? Where do you-- how-- how
do you read it right now?

TRUMEP: Well, I think the economy is fantastic, George, How does--
(inaudible). You have the best unemployment numbers we've had in 51
years. You have-- industrial numbers-- that are phenomenal. You look at
GDP, 3.2 percent in the first quarter. People were shocked to see that. And
that's despite the fact that T have various trade deals going on, which you
have to do. I mean, I could f-- it would be much easier for me just to let

hitps://abenews.go.com/Potitics/transcript-abe-news-george-stephancpoulos-exclusive-interview-president/story?id=63749144 3/36
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China and all these countries continue to rip off the United States, but I
can'tdo that. I don't want to do that.

STEPHANOPOULOS: Any concern about the softening job numbers over
the last couple months-~

TRUMP: No, none-- none-- really none. If we pull off the trade deals, which
1 think I will, we have a lot of power. With respect to trade, we have alot of
power. And- we have great numbers. The companies are very strong.
They've very liguid. Frankly, if we had a different person in the Pederal
Reserve that wouldn't have raised interest rates so much, we would have
been at least a point and a half higher. I mean, three--

STEPHANOPOULOS: He's your pick,

TRUMP: 3.2 percent is good, He's my pick. I agree. But, you know, we also
have people in there that weren't my pick, But he's my pick. And--1
disagree with him entirely. As you know, it's independent.

STEPHANCPOULOS: I was going to ask you about that. What do you make
of the critics who say it's just inappropriate for you to be talking about the
Fed chairman-

TRUMP: Well, I'm allowed to. And, y-- you know, in the old days, they used
to speal to the head of the Federal Reserve often. And it was a part-- very
much a part of the administration from the standpoint as they'd talk and
they'd-- {inaudible) settle. You have o idea how important it is. But I'm not
happy with what he's done. I'm not happy with the fact that they've done
quantitative tightening. Now, he doesn't make that decision himself. ButI
would think that the head of the Federal Reserve has quite a bit of power.
No, I'm not happy. Now, if-- if we--

STEPHANOPOULOS: Do you have any concern you're putting him in a box-

TRUMP: Let--let me explain. Yes, I do. But I'm going to do it anyway
because-- I've waited long enough. If he did the interest rate increases half
as much, if he didn’t do tightening-- tightening means taking money outof
the-- out of the till so that people can’t use it for doing what they're doing.
We call it quantitative tightening. If he didn’t do tightening-- if he did
nothing or perhaps even loosened, we wotdd be in my opinion, just an
opinion, 10,000 points higher than already a very high number. You know,
we're- from the time I got elected, we're about-- we're almost 50 percentup
with the stock market. But if he didn't do the tightening and if he didn't do
so much of an in-- it's okay to raise interest rates a little bit, But so much, it
would have been-- it would have been even better.

STEPHANOPOULOS: But you're not worr--

TRUMP: And-- and I'll-- and I'll tell you something. What I don'tlike is

when you raise the interest rates, there's no inflation-- there's virtually no
inflation. When you raise interest rates, that means you're paying more in
debt. And ! inherited almost $21 trillion in debt. I inherited that. President

https:/fabenews.go.com/Politics/transcript-abe-news-george-stephancpoulos-exclusive-interview-president/story?id=637 49144 4736
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Obama and Biden, they doubled the debt during their eight years. You
know that. And--

STEPHANOPOULOS: It's been going up on--
TRUMP: ~I inherited--
STEPHANOPOULOS: --on your watch, too--

TRUMP: Sure. But I have to rebuild the military. They doubled the debt,
and they didn't do anything. They doubled the debt on nonsense. I took
over a military that was totally depleted. T have to rebuild it, The good
news, we're rebuilding it here, We're building America, Everything's made
inthe U.S.A., and it's great. But I-- you know, it's one of those things. I have
o rebuild the military. Otherwise, I mean, what's more important-- than
our military? Especially in these days where you have such problems. And I
think the stronger we are, the less likely it is that we use the military, We're
close to being very, very strong. We're close to being stronger by far than
ever before. ButItook over a totally depleted military. And you know that.
The planes were old. They talk about the grandchildren of pilots were flying
the same plane as they were flying many years ago. We have beautiful new
F-35s and F-18s and new-- rifles, new uniforms. In the case of the Army, we
have the new uniforms that everybody's wanted for years, They're an
expensive-- job. You know, you-- it doesn't sound it, but it is. And-- we have-
- we have spent a tremendous amount of money on our military. And we
did the right thing because we had to rebuild our military. It was totally-- it
was i1 very bad shape. And you can see that when the military sees me. I
fixed the vets. The vets-- the VA was in horrible shape. Now, they have
choice. And nobody could get choice. John McCain couldn't get it. Nobody
could get it. They tried for years. They couldn't get it. I got choice for the
vets so that now instead of waijting in line for many, many weeks in some--
you kniow, in some cases they would wait for months to see a doctor. They
died from waiting in line. Now, our vets have choice where they can go out,
getadoctor, and we pay for the doctor. And it's—-

STEPHANOPOULOS: In prep--
TRUMP: ~a great thing.

STEPHANOPOULOS: In preparation for this trip, we went out and talked to
alot of voters here in Iowa, supporters of yours. And a ot of them say they
voted for yon, they're proud of you, they're going to vote for you again, most
of them. Not all of them.

TRUMP: Yeah. But we'li-

STEPHANOPQULOS: But will vote for you--

TRUMP: --we'll take in new ones, too--

STEPHANOPOULOS: But-- but this is what I want to ask you. Here's the
concerns that some of them raise. Number one, we did hear a lot about
tariffs. That the back-- that the-- farmers are especially concerned that your

https:/fabenews.go.com/Politics/transcript-abe-news-george-stephancepoulos-exclusive-interview-president/story?id=63749144 536
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threats of tariffs are-- are going cost them their jobs, are going to cost them
their livelihood.

TRUMP: Just wrong. The tariffs are what is allowing us to make great trade
deals. If we didn't have tariffs, I couldn’t have even spoken to Mexico. You
understand that because you saw something that very few people saw. And
Iwouldn't have even been able to speak to Mexico. If we didn't have tariffs
as-- it's a somewhat punitive measure. But if we didn't have tariffs, we
wouldn't be able to speak to China. And I'm taking-- out of the billions of
doltars that China's paying, I'm taking $16 billion out to give to farmers
because that's what they lost because of China. And I'm making itup. And
I'mi taking it-- it all comes out of the tariffs that I'm collecting. So the tariffs-

STEPHANOPOQULOS: Well, Americans are paying those tariffs.

TRUMP: No, they're not. Because China subsidizes their product in order to
Ieep people working. And the companies-- most of the companies, many of
the companies are moving out of China to areas that are tariff free, where
they're non-tariff, So there is no tariff. And many of them are coming back
to America, People don't understand tariffs, but Tunderstand them. And I
also understand the power of tariffs. And because of that, the farmer is
going to be a big beneficiary in the end. But we gave $16 billion to the
farmers. And all of that money came out of tariffs that we got from China.

STEPHANOPQULOQS: Are you going to have to impose the Chinese tariffs?

TRUMEP: I don't mind doing it. I mean, it's a tremendous amount of money.
‘We have-- right now, we're getting 25 percent on $250 billion. And in the
end, we're going to get probably 25 percent or so. And it could be even
increased. But 25 percent on $550-$585 billion, That's hundreds of billions
of dollars coming into our country. We never got 10 cents--

STEPHANOPOULOS: But if it's Americans--
TRUMP: ~from China.
STEPHANOPOULOS: --who are paying it~

TRUME: No, it's not. George, China is subsidizing thelr product so that the
product stays competitive so that they can keep sefling. Not that they want
0, but that's the way they're going to sell it. $o if you take a look at inflation,
Inflation's hardly risen. I mean, har- inflation is very low. That's one of the
things I have against the Fed, With a low inflation, they should have kept
interest rates where they were or just a small increase instead of raising
them so much. He made a mistake. The Fed made a mistake. Despite that,
we're doing phenomenally well. Despite everything I said, we're doing
phenomenally well.

STEPHANOPOULOS: The other thing--

TRUMP: The tariffs have been very beneficial.

hitps:/fabenews.go.com/Politics/transcript-abe-news-george-stephanopoulos-exclusive-interview-president/story?id=63749144 836



15592

46

1/1/2020 Transcript: ABC News' George Stephanopoulos' exclusive interview with President Trump - ABC News

STEPHANOPOULOS: The other thing we're hearing from these-- again,
these are voters who support you, still say they're proud of you. They wish
you'd cut back on the tweets.

TRUMP: You know, I have it both ways. I have a very unfair press. It's a fake
news. It's a corrupt news. I have people that are so dishonest. I mean, Thad
acase of it recently with the New York Times where they're writing things
knowing it was wrong. Knowing. If Idon’t put it out— I don't call it tweets, T
call it social media. If I don't use social media, Ido not get the word out. I
have some people that do say that, but T have far more that say- just today
in the-- in the speech T had awoman, "Please don't stop tweeting. Please.
That's the only way you're getting the message out.” I have so many people
that would go-- that would be very unhappy if I ever stopped. And it's not
tweet. It's social media. T put it ont, and then it goes onto your platform, It
goes onto ABC. It goes onto the networks. It goes onto all over cable. It'san
incredible--

STEPHANOPOULOS: So for you, it's just—
TRUMP: ~way of communicating,
STEPHANOPOULOS: --a toal you're never going to give up?

TRUMP: Well, it's—- it-- how can I communicate like that? I put one out this
morning. And as soon as I pressed the button, they said, "We have breaking
news." Every network, every station. "We have breaking news."” They read
my tweet. Why is that bad? And when I'm treated badly by the press— and
nobody's ever been treated badly like me. When I'm treated so badly--

STEPHANOPOULOS: You know that every president says that.

TRUMP: I-- I disagree. Look, it's been acknowledged. Although they do say
Abraham Lincoln was treated really badly. I must say that's the one. If you
can believe it, Abraham Lincoln was treated supposedly very badly. But
nobody's been treated badly like me. And this way I can fight the dishonest
media, the corrupt media, the fake news.

STEPHANOPOULOS: And could do-- what they're talking about though is
vou calling people names. It's demeaning--

TRUMP: Well, you know what? I'll bet they do like it. They may tell you that,
but I' bet they like it, you know? We've gotten great poll numbers recently.
Tremendous poll numbers. And a lot of people don't want to talk about it,
but they're all Trump voters. They're going to be Trump voters. And that
happened in the elections, I mean, one of the things that just happened
recently in our election in 2016-- and, by the way, even in the 2018 for
Senate, people didn't want to talk about it. They just voted, They voted for
Trump people. Now, I campaigned for senators because, you know, you--

STEPHANOPQULOS: And you got hit hard in the House,

TRUMP: Well, I didn't campaign for the House. Remember this also, I
wanted to say, "I'm running. I'm running. I'm running.” But I'wasn't
running. There's a big difference when I run and when Tjust say, "Hey, I
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hope you vote for somebody.” But look at Senate. We had 51. They thought
they were going to take over the Senate, and we took it from 31 to 53. And
we have some incredible new senators right now--

STEPHANOPOULOS: I did see--

TRUME: --in the Senate. And we didn't get credit for that.
STEPHANOPOULOS: 1 did see a positive--

TRUME: We never got credit for that.

STEPHANOPOULOS: --poll number for you today, Quinnipiac Poll showed
your approval rating was up 42 (inaudible).

TRUMP: 42 percent?

STEPHANOPQULOS: And-- and before you fight me over the numbey, let
me ask--

TRUMP: No, no. But let me just tell you that Rasmussen just came out
today. I'm at 50 percent,

STEPHANOPOULOQS: Yeah, that-- that-- Rasmussen has been--
TRUMP: And b~ frankly--
STEPHANOPOULOS: --consistently higher for you. That's-- that's true--

TRUMP: But Rasmussen-- well, I don't know c-- Quinnipiac has never been
accurate for me. Rasmussen was the m-- one of the most accurate polls.
There were three of them to be exact. One of the three was Rasmussen for
the election itself, They called it almost perfectly. Rasmussen today was at
50 percent. And they also say that new people that (inaudible) involved and
stay involved in poils, those people are voting for (inaudible).

STEPHANOPOULOS: Here's the thing. Everyone looks at it {inaudible) got
to go beyond {inaudible) House races in--

{OVERTALK)
STEPHANOPOULOS: How do you do it?

TRUMP: We're having the same conversation (inaudible) announced that Y
was running (inaudible). And guess what?

{(OVERTALK}

TRUMP: No, I'm just telling you I'm going to de it the same way I did it the
first time. A lot of people don't talk. Even the day of the election, they came
out with the exit poll. And everyone said, "Oh, Trump's going to be
((inaudible).” (inaudible) He's a very talented political (inaudible). He said,
"You're going to win big tonight. You're going to get maybe three out of six
inthe college.” He said, "You're winning Florida. You're winning North
Carolina. We think you're going to win Pennsylvania. You're winning South
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Carolina tremendously. You're winning Ohio. We think we're going win--
Wisconsin and Michigan.” Amd you know what it was? They walk out and
they say, "We don't want to talk to you." They say, "Who are you voting for?"
"We don't want to talk to you." Almost everyone who said that voted for
Trump. They didn't understand it.

STEPHANOPOULOS: I know you have to go. What's your pitch to the swing
voter on the fence?

TRUME: Safety, security, great economy. And, you know, for women-- as
you know, [ did very well with women last time, [ was hearing I wouldn't
have, I'd say, "Why? Why? Explain.” I did very well with women--

STEPHANCPOULOS: But you didn't win women.

TRUME: Well, I got 52 percent. And I'will tell you-- in my opinion I might
have won women. I-- I think that-- hey, Hillary Clinton focused on women,
and I did phenomenally well. Many, many, many points above what they
thought. Frankly, I think we're going to do tremendously now with African
Americans, with Asians, with Hispanics because they have the lowest
unemployment mumbers they've ever had in the history of the country.

STEPHANOPOULOS: So that's the pitch?

TRUMP: No, I-- T have no pitch. You know what I have? The economy is
phenomenal. We've rebuilt our military. We're taking care of our vets. We're
doing the best job that anybody's done probably as a first-term president.
think I've done more than any other first-term president ever. I havea
phony witch hunt, which is just a phony pile of stuff. Mueller comes out,
There's no collusion. And essentially a ruling that no obstruction. And they
(inaudible).

{OVERTALK)

TRUMP: They found 1o collusion. And they didn't find anything having to
do with obstruction because they made the ruling based on his comments
and (inandible).

(STEPHANOPOQULOS: (inawdible)

TRUMP: Are you trying to say now that there was collusion even though he
said there was no collusion?

STEPHANOPOULOS: He didn't say that.
TRUMP: He said no collusion.
STEPHANQPOULOS: He said (inaudible)--
(OVERTALKR)

TRUMP: George, the report said no collusion.
STEPHANOPOULOS: (inaudible)
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TRUME: Yes, I did.

{OVERTALK)

TRUME: You should read it, too, George.

THE WALK TO AND IN THE OVAL OFFICE:

STEPHANOPOULOS: Good morning, My, President.

TRUMP: George.

STEPHANOPCULOS: How are you? Have a good night?

TRUMEP: Very good night. Had a good day and a good night.
STEPHANOPOULOS: How much sleep?

TRUMBP: Probably I average four or five hours or something like that. I
actually got backlast night ~ you were with us - it was very interesting. I
came home and worked a little bit and then--

STEPHANOPQOULOS: Are you a big breakfast guy?

TRUMP: Uh I'm not a breakfast guy at all, fortunately. I like the lunches but
the dinners is what I really like. And I think you're going to be staying
around for this. This is-—-

STEPHANOPOULQS: Yeah, looking forward to this.

TRUMP: This is going to be something today.

STEPHANOPOQULOS: You know, this colonnade. I remerber I was with
President Obama, in one of his final days in office, he said in some ways this
was his favorite part of the White House, where he really made some of his
big decisions, what does it mean for you?

TRUMP: It’s an incredible part of the White House, it is and you see it all of
your life and you kuaow you see president's walking back and forth with
others, This is an incredible place. And you have a ramp over there, and the
ramp vou can see was put in and it actually doesn't qualify under... because
it’s supposed to be more gradual--

STEPHANOPOULOS: For ADA?

TRUMP: But that was put in for FDR. He didn’t want anybody lifting him
with the wheelchair So you have ramps throughout certain areas of the
White House. But, uh this one over here was, uh, it's pretty tough to walk
down it, actually. I'm always a little bit careful walking down that ramp, it's
steep.

STEPHANOPOULOS: Do you feel the weight of the office when you're
walking down this colonnade?
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TRUMP: 1 think about the office walking down. This is a... I - just because
you’ve grown up looking at this colonnade, look there are the cameras in
another hour from now we have a ceremony on Poland. But you’ll see
hundreds of cameras out there and this is what they’re looking at. See you
grow up locking at it and you say “wow, I'm now a part of it.” It’'s a very
special house. The whole White House is a special place.

STEPHANOPOULOS: It's a long way from coming down that escalator, four
years ago.

TRUMEP: 1t is, it's a long way. It's been actnally alot fun. Highly competitive,
the world is highly competitive, but I think we're doing a great job. I don't
think anybody has done more in two and a half years than what 've done
with regulation, with taxes, with... actually believe it or not with world
events, We get along with a lot of countries that people don’t understand
but they respect us again.

STEPHANOPOULOS: What's the most fun part of the job?

DONALD TRUMP: I think just the accomplishment of doing a lot of good
things for a lot people. We're-

STEPHANOPOULOS: Hardest part?

TRUMP: We're handling the vets, you know, we have choice, you've seen
that and so many others things we’ve been able to do for the vets. The
hardest is usually the Congress, I find Congress more difficult than frankly
than many of the foreign leaders.

STEPHANOPOULOS: Why is that?

TRUMP: Because they have their own views, you never know exactly but
they have their own views and--

STEPHANOPOULOS: But that’s democracy, isn't it?

TRUMEP: Yeah, I guess it is, but... And L.. so many things like the border, the
border should be done, George. The border... The Democrats should come
inand 15 mimites to an hour we can have it all solved. It’s so simple.

STEPHANOPOULOS: But that would mean yow'd have 1o give some stuff ag
well.

TRUME: Well, but it's not even giving swiff. The things that we're talking
about you shouldn’t have to give. It's so-- there are three and four loopholes
you solve those loopholes you no longer have a problem at the border. They
should want to do it. But they don’t want to de it because of political
reasons.

STEPHANOPOULOS: Is that your big--

TRUMP: That’s why if we can take over the House, we will have things done
like never before.
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STEPHANOPOULOS: Is that your biggest unfinished piece of business? I
remember we spoke on that first day in June of 2015 you were talking about
the border, you were talking about the wall, more people crossing the
border than ever before right now.

TRUMP: Well, that’s because the economy is so good, they try to come into
our country. We have many more people wanting to come in and they come
for economic reasons, they not coming for asylum... asylum is a way-~

STEPHANOPOULOS: Many are facing violence

TRUME: Really, they're coming though... most of them for economic
reasons, and the country is doing better economically than ever before and
everybody wants to crack in. I think we've done a great job on the border.
We're apprehending more people than ever before uader our new Mexico
plan. That's going to help a lot because, you know, you're going to see the
numbers go way down. But really we should be able to do it much easier
than that. If the Democrats sat down for fifteen minutes we could work it
out.

STEPHANOPQULOS: Last time we here, I guess you were sitting, what, in
this? Was it {n that office what with Nancy Pelosi and Chuck Schumer on
the infrastructure? What happened there?

TRUMP: Ah, very basic, I very calmly said “Listen, I just heard you talking
about something that’s not the appropriate thing for you to be talking about
and then we had a meeting afterwards so let’s just take a pass.” It was a very
simple statement, given very calmly. I then came out and made a press
conference...

STEPHANOPOULOS: I remember,

TRUMP: --on something unrelated. Totally unrelated, but, uh, wasn't a big
deal. Then they walk out and say “he was stomping and romping and
stamming the table...” These people are not honest people,

STEPHANOPOULOS: We're about to walk into the Oval Office, where do you
make your biggest decisions? Is it in there? Is it upstairs? Is it in youy study?

TRUME: I really - all over. It's in the plane sometimes going to a country, It's
in the strangest places, But uh, the Oval Office.

STEPHANOPOULOS: It just hits you?

TRUMEP: Ok, the Oval Office is such a special place. I have the biggest people
- yesterday 1 had some of the biggest business people in the world in my
office and they have beautiful offices perhaps more beautiful than the Oval
Office, although to me there is nothing more beautiful because of what it
represents. But they walk into the Oval Office for the first time and they just
- they just want to look around, It’s a special place.

STEPHANQPOULOS: Show us around... Famous desk,
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TRUMP: So, that's a very famous desk. It's the resolute desk and that was
Ronald Reagan, that was--

STEPHANOPOQULOS: JFK.
TRUMP: JFK, and there’s a very famous picture of John-John right here.
STEPHANOPOULOS: President Clinton used that as well.

TRUMP: President Clinton nsed it, a number of great presidents used it and
frankly I had my choice -~ yow have your choice of seven desks. They have
seven desks and that was the one that immediately - that was the one that I
fiked,

STEPHANCPCULOS: How do you - I mean, do they give you a catalog?

TRUMP: They actually do. They give you pictures of desks. They give you
pictures of carpet. This is the Ronald Reagan carpet. They give you pictures
of the drapes. You see the drapes? They say - I think we have 12 sets of
drapes we can use and I chose those drapes. But, uh... It’s really
something,..

STEPHANOPOULQOS: What’s the biggest personal touch you've put on the
office?

TRUMP: 1 put alot of them. The flags. You didn’t have flags to any great
degree. You had an American flag, but for the most part you didn’t have
flags. Uh, it’s quite a bit different than President Obama. Uh he had some
fairly modern paintings, a couple. We didr’t want that. We brought it back
to Lincoln, Andrew Jackson, Benjamin Franklin, Thomas Jefferson,
Hamilton, George Washington, very famous picture of George Washington
and I like that.

STEPHANOPQOULOS: Do you actually do - do you actually do work in here?
Or is it all for meetings?

TRUMP: [ do work in here, I have most of the meetings in here. People like
10 be in the room. It’s very comfortable, and back there I have a tremendous
amount of work. In fact, you'd see it’s a much different uh, effect. You can’t
have - every time we have pictures everyone wants a picture, you don't
want to take all things off your desk so 1 have a desk back here that 1
actually use nuch more.

STEFPHANOPOULOS: Do you find you can use the power of this setting to
get your way? You're talking to those CEOs coming in here...

TRUMP: Idon’t think about it. I don’t really uh, you know, Idon't focus on
that, but I think probably it's true. If somebody is sitting here and you're in
the Oval Office for the first time which most people aren’t, it amazes me, I
go into a meeting and we'll have twenty five really big executives. I said
how many, and they’ve been here for a long time, how many seen the Oval
Office, nobody raises their hands and I say you've never been in? And the
heads of royal companies and car companies and other presidents did not
make the Oval Office easily available and I do. I- You know when I have
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heads of corporations, and by the way people that are not doing so well
also, people that are having problems with life, I bring them in also. So 1
make it, you know, it’s really a very inspiring place.

STEPHANOPQULOS: Tell us about the first time you sat down at that desk
as president, I imagine is that where you read the letter from President
Obama?

TRUMP: 1did. I read the letter there, I don’t know if you ever seen the letter,
Have you ever seen the letter?

STEPHANOPOULOS: I can’t remember actually.

TRUMP; He actually wrote a very beautiful letter, and uh, it'suh, it's very
interesting what's happened it’s very interesting, but he wrote me a letter
which is a custom and he put it right in the drawer, the center drawer and I
opened it and I saw the letter I read it and I thought it was very nice and 1
have it. Uh, right there that's more judges I'm signing, we've signed a 107
judges since I'm in, and I'll get a 143 plus two supreme court judges which
we already have and the numbers should be quite a bit higher than that.
Ultimately, the judges will go, I inherited almost 145 judges, which is
shocking. But they couldn’t get them through or something happened at
the last two or three years of the Obama administration where he was not
getting judges. I'm not tatking about Supreme Court judges, which
happened also with Merrick Garland. I'm talking about regular judges and
court of appeal judges, federal judges, butThad 145, that’s a shocking
number.

STEPHANOPOULOS: You think that--

TRUME: So, that's going to be a big percentage of the judiciary, And there
are those that say, because of that this will be a big part of the...

STEPHANOPOULOS: Well that's what I was going to ask you, you also have
wo Supreme Court justices do you think that could be your most lasting
impact?

TRUMP: Well it could, I mean people have said that. I don’t think of it that
way. Because we've given the biggest tax cut in history, we have ANWR, we
have, uh, the biggest regulation cut by far.

STEPHANOPOULOS: The tax cut come and go, judges maka decisions for
generations...

TRUMP: They do and they do and regulation cuts come and go, but the
reason the economy is so good and the reason that so many people are
pouring up through Mexico and wanting to come into our country,
including peopie from Mexico is because economy is so powerful. It’s so
good., So, that’s all important, but there are those that say the thing I've
done best is judges, and we'll see.

STEPHANOPOULOS; Before you got here, you--

TRUMP: Considerably a big -- it’s certainly a big number.
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STEPHANOPOULOS: —-already sent out three tweets this morning. I'm
usually at my desk between 6:30 and 7 when they start to come in, and it
seems like you’re very conscious of kind of - you're going to set the news for
the day before all of us do.

TRUMP: No, Idon’t think of it that way. It obviously didn’t work because I
watched your show this morning. I watched Good Morning America and
they had something about the polling, and it's really suppression polling.
It's fake polling, but in that case it was just made up polling, and LT had--

STEPHANOPQULOS: Made up?

TRUMP: T had the same thing and-- made up, Tmean, they give you phony
numbers, they give you numbers, they said that they have access to
mumnbers, which I don’t believe they have access to. But-but I went through
itin 2016, I was going to be tied In Texas, it was going to be very close, I won
by a lot. T was going to be tied Utah, I won by a lot now [ was going to lose
Pennsylvania, Iwon it. Iwas going to lose North Carolina, I won it. I mean it
was all phony polling. It’s actually phony polling and I believe it’s
suppression. They suppress, they want to suppress the minds of people so
they don’t bother going out and voting.

STEPHANOPOULOS: But you think there's a real conspiracy?

TRUMP: No, Tjust think it’s just a bad group of people, and it shouldn’t be
allowed, but that’s no different than the fake news and the fake newsisata
level that it's never been at before.

STEPHANOPOULOS: You and I, we know we disagree about that, but we
have a whole day ahead to go on this. Before we go, one of the things you
have as president is access to all the information all the mysteries out there
Twas just struck in the last couple weeks, we're reading more and more
reports of navy pilots seeing lots and lots of UFOs. Have vou been briefed
on that?

TRUMP: Yeah, T have--1 have,
STEFHANOPOULOS: What do you make of it?

TRUMP: [ think it’s probably, uh, T'want them to think whatever they think,
they do say, I mean, ['ve seen and I've read and I've heard, and I did have
one very brief meeting on it. But people are saving they're seeing UFO's, do
T believe it? Not particulatly.

STEPHANOPOULQS: Do you think you'd know if there were evidence of
extraterrestrials?

TRUMP: Well, I think my great pilots-- our great pilots would know. And
some of them really see things that are a little bit different than in the past,

so we're going to see, but we'll wateh it. You'll be the first to know.

STEPHANOPQULOS: Mr, President, thank you. Have a good day.
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TRUMP: Thank you, George. ... Different things. Judges get things like this
o0, these are also other positions.... United States--

STEPHANOPOULOS: I still have mine framed somewhere

TRUMP: These are ambassadors. That's really something, isn't it? Secretary
of the Interior. This is, uh, let’s see, United States district judge of the
Eastern District of Missouri. Great state, Missouri.

STEPHANOPOULOS: You won that pretty well.

TRUMP: I'won it well, Twon it well. This is.. United States District Judge,
Western District of North Carolina, great state, But you see, all the judges
and many of these President Obama just, something happened, he didn’t...

STEPHANOPOQULOS: He ran into Mitch McConnell, didn’t he?

TRUMP: I don’t know, I mean, perhaps. ButI ended up with 145 judges,
nobody has ever had anything like that happen.

STEPHANOPOULOS: The difference a Senate can make.

TRUMP: It's a tremendous difference. United States District Court; Utah.
Another great one, right? Utah.

STEPHANOPOULOS: You know, this just made me think of something.
Several of even your Republican senators when you came in where kind of
skeptical of you. And now it seems like they are 100 percent in line, what
happened?

TRUMP: I have a great relationship-- hey, they found out I am very smart
and I know what I'm doing. You know, they didn’t know I was niever a
politician before. I had, what, 15 debates and we won every debate.
According to every poll, I mean I can only tell you by the polis. But every
poll, they had many polls, doing many debates, I never lost one poll I think
they've gained a certain respect.

STEPHANOPQULOS: And respect for your base.

TRUME: And they respect my base. I respect my base. I think I have the
greatest base in the history of politics because they are not believers in false
things, Now, Thave to explain it and that’s one of the great things about
social media. If you do a bad story, I can explain it away. For instance, on
Good Morning America today they had that phony polling information. I
explained to you last night that it was phony, but you didn't do anything
about it. You should have, but it was late in the evening and perhaps you
didn’t get a chance.

STEPHANOPOULOS: I didn’t see the piece this morning. I've listened to,
I've studied those polls, I've heard the explanations--

TRUMP: Ultimately, it doesn’t matter.

STEPHANOPOULOS: But, why does it bother you so much?
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TRUMP: Because, it's untrue. I like the truth. I'm actually a very honest guy.
If I thought they were correct, I wouldn't be complaining atall. I
understand that. It’s like the witch hunt that goes on. No collusion with
Russia, there was no collusion. And what bothers me--

STEPHANOPOULOS: As you know, that’s not what--
TRUME: You know, can 1, it's what it says—~
STEPHANOPOULOS: That's not what Robert Mueller found.

TRUMP: That's what it says. It said no collusion, You know what, nobody
even brings Russia up anymore. They talk about phase two but it's a total
phony deal, If it weren’t, if  colluded with Russia, it wouldn't bother me
nearly as much. What bothers me, is when you did nothing wrong and they
have a phony witch hunt. That bothers me. And Mueller, who hates Trump,
he is a nevey Trumper and then he puts--

STEFHANQPOULQS; What evidence do you have that he hates you?

TRUMP: George, I know he hates me. And then he puts 18 people on who
are Democrats.

STEPHANOPOULOS: Not all Democrats.

TRUMP: Well, they are very close. And they were contributors to Hillary
and some of them even worked for Hillary Clinton,

STEPHANOPOULQS: Robert Mueller is a Republican.

TRUMP: Anid Weissmarn was a bad guy. And they put all these people on.
So 1am being judged by 18 people that truly dislike Donald Trump. I mean
in many cases hate. Weissmann was at Hillary Clinton’s, it was supposed to
be a party, it turned out to be a wake. It turned out to be a funeral. But,
Weissmann was there.

STEPHANOPQULOS: You called Robert Mueller honorable, why the switch?

TRUME: U'm not switching or anything. I would hope he {s honorable. But
you know what, he gave us no collusion and that was a very big thing,

STEPHANOPQULOS: He did not say that.

TRUMP: And frankly, frankly, he did say that. He said there was no
collusion, George, read the report.

STEPHANOPOULOS: He said he explicitly didn’t look at collusion-- 1 did.
He said there was insufficient evidence that said there was a conspiracy, I
read every page.

TRUMP: Excuse me, read the report, read the conclusion of the report, just
read it. OK, I mean look you are one that said Donald Trump is not going to
win and then you smiled when I got into the race, and you laughed, You

and Maggie Haberman would laugh ‘haha’ that was so funny and I will give
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your deputy chairman of the DNC credit. Because he looked at the two of
you and said, sorry to tell you but Donald Trump is going to win.

STEPHANOPOULOS: And you are President of the United States today.

TRUMP: And you laughed because you thought it was ridiculous and
Maggie Haberman of the New York Times who knows nothing about me, by
the way, I rarely speak to her, she laughed and thought it was so funny. The
people that didn’t think it was funny were the people that voted for me.

STEPHANOPQULOS: And you are here right now. You are President of The
United States.

TRUMP: 1am, I am, that’s true.

STEPHANOPQULOS: Yet it seems like you just feel this need to push back
at perceived enemies.

TRUMP: No. At false stories, at fake news, Because nobody has any idea
how corrupt the media is. They are corrupt. Not all of it, fortunately. But the
media is corrupt.

STEPHANOPOULOS: You word it all by continuing to say that the media is
corrupt, that this is all fake news but when you need the media at a time of
national crisis we're not going to have the kind of unity we need.

TRUMP: I'm not worried about it, no. I'm not worried about it. We are doing
very well and we are going to be just fine. I am just saying, I know stories, so
T know whatIdid, what I didn’t do. When I have someone writing a story
that is so opposite the facts, and a lot of the people out there now they
believe me - the media has gone way, way down in terms of approval
numbers. I think they are lower than Congress right now. And you know
what, when they started, I think they were in the 90s, now they are in the
teens.

STEPHANOPOULOS: I'm niot sure the media has ever been in the 90s, but
to keep talking about the truth and we are trying to stay on the facts as well
and you know you have been cited many times for not tefling the full truth
with Robert Mueller, he didn't look at collusion, he found 126 contacts
between your campaign and Russia, said it was not a conspiracy, that is
true,

TRUMP: Excuse me, what about Hillary Clinton? Hillary Clinton conspired
with Russia. She had somebody that came out of Russia, They got
information from Russia. Excuse me. Hillary Clinton was totally Invelved
with it. That's the one - if you talk about collusion with Russia take a look at.
Christopher Steele, all his contacts with Russia which by the way she paid
for, and murned out to be a phony deal, which everyone is now admitting
that. No George, all Twant is the truth. All Twant is fairness.

STEPHANCPOULQS: But you say that for example you were pursuing a
Trump Tower in Moscow during the campaign and denying any
relatienship with Russia.
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TRUMP: George, let me tell you: Ididn’t even do a deal in Moscow, do you
know we, I dor’t even think they had--

STEPHANOPOULOS: You were pursuing it.

TRUMP: Excuse me, excuse me. Pursuing, what does pursuing mean? You
know because someone walks in, says, “Hey we're looking at...” Do you
know that I don’t even think they had a site? I don't even think they knew
who was going to do the deal. It was a concept of a deal, more of a concept
than anything else. It was a concept of a deal someplace In Russia, probably
in Moscow, and T'was looking at places all over the world--

STEPHANOPOULOS: But didn’t voters have a right to know that?
TRUMP: 1 wouldn't mind telling them. There’s nothing wrong with it~
STEPHANOPOULOQS: But if you--

TRUMP: In fact I was, I didn’t consider that pursuing a deal when you don’t
even have a site, Do you know how many people, how many things Ilook
at? You didn’t even have a site in Moscow, they didn’t know what they were
deing in Moscow, there was virtually no work done on it by me certainly, by
me. By the way, by my son, by Don. And, I'm looking at things all over the
world, When you will see my financial statement, at some pointIassume
it’s going to be released, you'll be very impressed by the job I've done.
Much, much bigger, much, much better than anybody--

STEPHANOPOULOS: Which financial statement?

TRUMP: Uhh, they're after my financial statement. Now, they should be
after everyone else’s financial statement but, uhh, they are after, the
Senate, they’d like to get my financial statement. At some point, 1 hope they
getit--

STEPHANOPOULQS: You going to turn it over?

TRUMEP: No, at some point, I might, but at some point I hope they get it
because it’s a financ--, it’s a fantastic financial statement. It's a fantastic
financial statement. And let’s do that over, he's coughing in the middle of
Y BHUSWEL.

STEPHANOPOULOS: Yeah. Okay.

TRUMP: I don'tlike that, you know, I don’t like that.

STEPHANOPQULOS: Your chief of staff.

TRUMP: If you're going to cough, please leave the room. You just can't, you
just can't cough. Boy oh boy. Okay, do you want to do that alittle differently

than ubh--

STEPHANOPOULOS: Yep, thank you.
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TRUMP: So at some point--so at some point, I'look forward to, frankly, I'd
like to have people see my financial statement because it’s phenomenal--

STEPHANOPOULOS: It’s up to you--

TRUMP: No, it's not up to me. It's up to lawyers, it's up to everything else.
But they're asking for things that they should never be asking for, that
they've never asked another president for. They want to go through every
deal that they've ever done, they ve--what they’re doing is a disgrace.

STEFHANOPOULOS: You know other presidents have turned over their tax
rEtuIns,

TRUMP: They're trying to do: step, step, step. They want to keep it going as
long as possible to try to demean and hurt as mouch as possible so they can
possibly win the presidential election. They’re not going to win the
presidential election, Nobody’s done, in two and a half years, the job I've
done as president. The economy is one of the best in the history of our
country. Taxes are lower than they’ve been, almost ever, almost ever,
certainly in the last fifty years. We've done a job with the vets. We've done a
job with just about everything, even Obamacare, it was almost terminated,
except for one vote by John McCain, but it was almost terminated. If it
would've been terminated, we would have great—

STEPHANOPQULOS: Most of {(inaudible) wanted (inaudible) to be
terminated--

TRUMP: No, people hate Obamacare. It's too expensive, it's not good, but if
we win the House, we win the Senate, we win the presidency. You're going
have the greatest healthcare that anybody’s ever had.

STEPHANOPOULOS: And you said, yesterday you told me, you're going
have a plan, in what, the next couple of weeks?

TRUMP: I'm going have a plan over the next month--
STEPHANOPOULOS: Month--

TRUMP: --for healtheare. And it’s going be a great plan, Now, that’s all
subject because the Democrats won't vote for it. It's not their kind ofa
thing, because it’s too good, but we're going have a great healthcare plan,
but we have to win the House, we have to win the Senate, we have to win
the presidency.

STEPHANOPOQULOS: Mr. President, thank you.

TRUMP: Thank you very much. Do you agree with the cough? I hate to have
a cough in the middle of a (inaudible), ... No, but dor’t you agree with that?
Some (inaudible)...look, here’s another judge. Here’s a, uh, an intelligence
advisor board. It’s pretty amazing. (inaudible) three or four judges pretty
much every other day.

STEPHANOPQULOS: Pretty satisfying part of the job?
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TRUMP: 1love it. And these are great people. Uh, we're going --we're very
careful in judges. We're, umm, getting phenomenal--in fact, we have very
good marks on the judges we've appointed. And they’re not judges you
might like, but they're judges that a lot of folks that like me, they like them
alot-

STEPHANOPOULOS: You're a fighter. You, you, it feeislike you'reina
constant kind of churn--

TRUMP: Yeah, uh, my life has always been a fight. And I enjoy that Tguess, I
don’t know if T enjoy it or not, I gue~sometimes I have false fights like the
Russian witch hunt. That's a false fight. That's a made-up, uh, hoax. And I
had to fight that~

STEPHANOPOULOS: The first line of his report says they had a systematic
attempt at interfere in (inaudible) relations.

TRUMP: They did, but not me. And they also said, okay, that we rebuffed
them. Okay?

STEPHANOQPOULOS: Well they said you're (inaudible).

TRUMP: That the Trump campaign. Excuse me. The campaign, the Trump
campaign rebuffed them. We had nothing to do with Russia. Hillary Clinton
had much more to do with Russia than anything having to do without
campaign. It said very specifically that not only that we didn’t have to do,
but we rebuffed them. Now anything having to do with Russia had nothing
to do with our campaign.

STEPHANOPOULOS: Well, Paul Manafort-

TRUMP: Paul Manafort, they have Paul Manafort on taxes and many other
things. Nothing to do with our campaign.

STEPHANOPOULOS: Giving polling information to the Russians--

TRUMEP: 1 don’t know anything about that. What difference does polling
information make? It doesn't matter. He was maybe trying to do something
for an account or something. Who knows? But they said specifically that
there was nothing to do, and we in fact rebuffed them--

STEPHANOPOULOS: They said there were hundreds (inaudible)--
TRUMP: 1t’s a phony-
STEPHANOPOULOS: --what they said is that--

TRUMP: They also said that there were bloggers in Moscow and they said
specifically about the bloggers in Moscow, had nothing to do with Tramp,
had nothing to do with the--and there were like 32 or 36 bloggers. We have
nothing to do with bloggers in Mo--in Moscow. I'll tell you, you talk about
collusjon, take a look at the collusion with the Democrat party and
Facebook and Google and Twitter. That’s called collusion, that’s called real
collusion. Not where somebody buys some ads and the other thing, having
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to do with Russia. They were also helping the Clinton campaign, you know
that. It wasn’t just Trump. And Putin, I will say this: if he had it, it wasup to
him. He would much rather have Hillary Clinton be president right now.
And all of these countries would rather have Biden or anybody else but
Trump.

STEPHANOPOULOS: He said he was trying to help elect you. He said that
explicitly.

TRUMP: Well he might've said that after I'won, because it's a smart thing to
say. Okay?

STEPHANOPOULOS: And Mueller says that he’s trying to do that-

TRUMEP: Mueller said that we rebuffed Russia, that we pushed them away,
that we weren't interested. Read the report.

STEPHANOPOULOQS: I have read the report. On that though your son Don
Jr. is up before the Senate Intelligence Committee today, and again, he was
not charged with anything. In retrospect though--

TRUMP: I mean not only wasn’t he charged, if you read it, with all of the
horrible fake news, I mean, I was reading that my son was going to go to jail.
‘This is a good young man. That he was going to go to jail and all of these
horrible stories. And then the report comes out and they didn’t even say,
they-they--hardly talked about him.

STEPHANOPOULOS: (inaudible) going to the FBI when he got that email.

TRUMP: Okay, let’s put yourself in a position: you're a congressman,
somebody comes up and says, “Hey I have information on your opponent.”
Do you call the FBI?

STEPHANOPOULOS: (inaudible) if it's coming from Russia you do.

TRUME: I'l] tell you what: I've seen a lot of things over my life. I don't think
in my whole life I've ever called the FBI. In my whole life. You don’t call the
FBI. You throw somebody out of your office, you do whatever you--

STEPHANOPOULOS: Al Gore got a stolen briefing book. He called the FBIL

TRUME: Well, that's different. A stolen briefing book. This fsn'ta
(inaudible). This is somebody who said “We have information on your
opponent.” Oh, let me call the FBI. Give me a break, life doesn’t work that
way.

STEPHANOPOQULOS: The FBI Director says that’s what should happen.

TRUMP: The FBI Director is wrong. Because, frankly, it doesn’t happen like
that in life. Now, maybe it will start happening. Maybe today you think
differently, but two or three years ago, if somebody comes into your office
with oppo research--they call it oppo research--with information that might
be good or bad or something, but good for you, bad for your opponent, you
dom’t call the FBL I would guarantee you that 90 percent, could be 100
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percent of the congressmen or the senators over there, have had meetings,
if they didn't they probably wouldn’t be elected, on negative information
about their opponent--

STEPHANOPOULOS: From foreign countries?

TRUMP: They don’t pro--possibly. Possibly. But they don't call the FBL You
don’t call the FBI every time some--you hear something that maybe--, Now,
you see the people. The meeting, it also sounds to me, Idon’t know
anything about that meeting, but it sounds to me like it was a big nothing.
That meeting was a big nothing. But I heard about my son, who is a great
young man, going to fail over a meeting where somebody said 1 have
information on Hillary Clinton. She's the one who should be in jail. She
deleted 33--

STEPHANOPQULOS: She should be in jail?

TRUMP: She deleted 33,000 emails from, sent by the United States
Congress. They gave a subpoena to Hillary Clinton for 33,000 emails. After
the subpoena was gotten, she deleted them. That's called obstruction. And
her lawyer should also be looked at because her lawyer, she’s got to have the
greatest lawyer on earth because she does that, he did the deleting
supposedly, not only did they delete, but they acid washed them.

STEPHANOPOULOS: That, that’s been investigated.

TRUMP: Now that’s called the--no, no. No, no. It’s being investigated I
ASSUINg rnow.

STEPHANOPOULOS: It’s been investigated.
TRUMP: 1 don’t know, I stay uninvolved. I stay totally uninvolved-
STEPHANOPOULOS: You haven't asked (inaudible) to take a look into-

TRUMP: --and I dox’t talk to, I don’t talk to. We have a great attorney
general now. I don’t taik to my attorney general about that, but Il tell you
what: when yon send 33...They requested 33,000 emails. She got the
request. They deleted every one of them. Okay? If you did that, you
would've been put in jail--

STEPHANCGPOULOS: Your camnpaign this tirme around, if foreigners, if
Russia, if China, if someone else offers you information on opponents,
should they accept it or should they call the FBI?

TRUMP: I think maybe you do both, I think you might want to listen, I
don't, there’s nothing wrong with listening. If somebody called from a
country, Norway, “We have information on your opponent.” Oh, I thinkI'd
want to hear it

STEPHANOPQULOS: You want that kind of interference in our elections?

TRUMP: It’s not an interference, they have information. I think I'd take it. If
Ithought there was something wrong, I'd go maybe to the FBL IfI thought
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there was something wrong. But when somebody comes up with oppo
research, right, that they come up with oppo research, Oh, let’s call the FBL
The FBI doesn’t have enough agents to take care of it, but you go and talk
honestly to congressmen, they all do it, they always have. And that’s the
way it is. It’s called oppo research.

STEPHANOPOULOS: Surprising. Thank you.
TRUMP: Thank you. Okay. Fine.
ONE-ON-ONE SIT-DOWN IN THE ROSE GARDEN:

STEPHANOPOULOS: So Twas listening to you introduce the first lady in
there, And it made me think of this: How is Barron doing?

TRUMP: Barron's doing fantastically. He's here. He likes soccer. He's doing
agreat job.

STEPHANOPQULOS: He likes the White House?
TRUMEP: He likes the White House. Likes it.
(QOVERTALE)

TRUMP: ~it, it's not too tough.

STEPHANOPOULOS: Not too shabby. We-- we've spoken on a lot of the big
moments over the last few years--

TRUMP: George, are we on now?
STEPHANOPOULOS: Yeah, we're o,
TRUMP: Oh, okay.

STEPHANOPOQULOS: Yeah. One vear ago today, we were in Singapore right
after your meeting with Kim Jong Un. And you told me that you trust him,
And you also put out that tweet. "There's no longer a nuclear threat from
North Korea."” But they-- there is a nuclear threat today, isn't there--

TRUMP: Well, it could change. I would say not rouch. There's been no
testing, no anything, But it could--

STEPHANOPOULOS: But they have stockpiles.

TRUMP: --change, George. It could change, And when it changes, I'll let you
know. But right now-- I'will actually show you the letter. But--I'd show it to
you a little bit off the record. But it was-- a very nice letter, But I've received
many very nice letters, And he's a very tough guy. He's a very smart person.
He doesn't treat a lot of people very well, but he's been treating me well.
Now, at some point that may change. And then I'll have to change, too. But
right now, we have a very good, you know, relationship. We have a really
very strong relationship--

STEPHANOPOQULOS: So you still trust him?
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TRUMP: Well, look, I-- I don't-- I-- first of all, if 1 didn't, I couldn't tell you
that. It would be very insulting to him. But the answer is, yeah, I believe
that he would like to do something. I believe he respects me. It doesn't
mean it's going to get done. This has been going on for many, many decades
with the family. ButI get along with him really well, I think I understand
him, and I think he understands me. And there’s never been a relationship
with him or his family. And that was at his choice and their choice. They
never wanted to have a relationship with us.

STEFHANOPOULQOS: But there have been these cycles, as you know, with
the family, with North Korea-- with President Clinton, with President
George W. Bush,

(OVERTALK)}

TRUMP: And everybody gave him a lot, President Clinton gave him billions
and billions of doliars and got nothing. I've given nothing. Now-~

STEPHANOPOQULOS: But do you worry that he--
TRUMP: —-at some point—
STEPHANOPOULOS: --could be playing you, too?

TRUMP: Well, look, 1 put on sanctions. The sanctions are on. We've gotten
our hostages back. We've gotten-- the remains. And they continue to come
back, the remains of our-- our great heroes from the past--

STEPHANOPOULOS: Did they try to make you pay for Otto Warmbier?
TRUMP: He-- w-- when you say "me," not me--
STEPHANOPOULOS: The United States,

TRUMP: Because I didn't know him at that time. That was a very different
deal. But here's the bottom line. I ended it. We didn't pay. We never paid.
What he did with other people in the State Department, that's Irrelevant,
And it might not be him. It might be his people. But we never paid for Otto.
And T have great respect for Otto's parents, And what happened to Otto is
horrible, horrible. But we never paid for Otto, And 1 will tell you [ ended it.
But that was before I knew him, I didn't know him at all. That was a long
time ago now it seems. But a lot of things have happened. And there's been
no nuclear testing. There's been essentially no testing whatsoever except
for very short range. And that's something that a ot of nations test frankly,
what he tested. I think we've made tremendous progress. Now, I will let you
know if it goes the other way. And it can, and it can happen instantly. But
we've done a very good job. George, prior to my getting here, nuclear testing
all over the place. Moving mountains, I mean, moving-- this was serious
maclear stuff, There's nothing like that. You don't even hear about anything.

STEPHANOPOQULOS: Do you think he's still building nuclear weapons?

TRUMP: 1don't know. I hope not. He promised me he wouldn't be. He
promised we-- me he wouldn't be testing. 1 think he'd like to meet again.
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And I think he likes me alot. And I think-- you know, I think that we have a
chance to do something.

(OVERTALK)

TRUMEP: I'll tell you what he likes. He's a very smart persott. And that
country has-- almost of any undeveloped country anywhete in the world,
that country has the chance to be economically a behemoth, And he can--

STEPHANOPOULOS: If he released-- if he stopped--
TRUMP: --lead it. And he can lead it~

STEPHANOPOULQS: ~-imprisoning his own people and starving his own
people.

TRUMP: I'm not talking about that. I'm talking about from an economic
standpoint. He's between China, Russia, and speak. It's all in the oceans.
It's phenomenal. It's—- it’s a phenomenal location. That country can be so
rich. And he knows that. And I think he really wants to do that. And the
only way he's going to do it is it's going to do it-- has to do itin a non-
nuclear way.

STEPHANOPOULOS: It appears--
TRUMP: And that's what we care about.

STEPHANOPOULOS: It appears that meeting with you is dangerous for
members of his negotiating team.

TRUMP: Somebody said, "Well, I guess he's a tougher negotiator maybe
than we thought." The fact is that I don't know what happened with the five
people. One person I think (SIREN) that we spotted. You know, the-- the
lead. And he certainly seemed to be healthy. I have no idea whether or not
anything happened to anybody else. You know, you hear alt sorts of stories,
but I don't know that--

STEPHANOPOULOS: What--

TRUMP: ~they're true, And you would never know and probably wonldn't
be able to find out very easily.

STEPHANOPQULOS: Not easy. It's a closed soclety. One final questionon
that. You had that question yesterday about-- Kim Jong Un's half*brother
and who may have been a CIA asset before your time. You said it wouldn't
happen on your auspices. Explain what you meant by that.

TRUMP: Well, they say he worked for the CIA. And I think frankly that we're
beyond that point in terms of a relationship. And I don't think it would have
to happen. I think that Kim Jong Un-- and you've heard many bad things
about him, but you've heard from me different things. I think that Kim
Jong Un wants to see a very-- has a chance to do something that would be
unique. He could have aimost an instantaneously wealthy behemoth. It
could be an incredibly wealthy, successful--
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STEPHANOPQULOS: So we don't have to spy on--
TRUMP: —~country.
STEPHANOPOULOS: --North Korea anymore?

TRUMP: Well, I-- I'm not going to say we're golng to ot we're 1ot going to.
But it didn't happen during my-- with respect to his brother, it didn't
happen during my auspices, during the time that I'm here.

STEPHANOPOULOS: Lift a veil on your strategy here, You know, I listen to
you every single day. All Americans do, Especially over these last couple
days. You know, you-- “The-- the- the press are enemy of the people, Fake
news, Joe Biden's a loser, low 1Q." Yet all these warm words--

TRUMP: And other people are very good. No, I~
STEPHANOPOULOS: ~-for Kim Jong-- no, but explain the strategy--
TRUMP: | say nice things about you.

STEPHANOPOULOS: Why-- why--

TRUMP: Maybe you're in that category.

STEPHANOPOULOS: You never know. But I-- but w-- th-- there seems to be
adissonance there.

TRUMP: 1 don't think so. I say a lot of nice things about a lot of people that
are very soft and nice. And I say good things about lots of people. Look, I'm
running-- I'm in charge of a very, very special gift. It's this incredible
country. I'm dealing with people. Some might be nice, and some might not
be nice. But I've done a great job. You know, when I got elected, everyone
thought we were going to be at war the following day. Hasn't turned out to
be. And our country is now more respected than it's been in many, many
decades. We're more respected now than we were in many decades. I've
been rebuilding the military. Our military was totally depleted between
President Bush with the Middle East and, you know, just-- it was a terrible
decision to go Into the Middle East. Terrible, terrible. I-- I happen to think it
was the worst decision made in the history of our country, going into the
Middie- it's like quicksand. And, by the way, Iraq did not knock down the
World Trade Center. It was not Iraq. It were other people. And I think
know wheo the other people were, And you might also. But-- it was a terrible
decision-—-

(OVERTALK)

TRUMP: It was a terrible decision to go into the Middle Fast. Terrible. We're
now up to almost $8 trillion. And when we want to build a roadway, a
highway, a school, or something, everyone's always fighting over money.
It's ridiculous. So that was a bad decision. President Obama didn't spend
money on military. It wasn't his thing, He didn't want to spend. So 1
inherited a very depleted military. You can't have a depleted military today.
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And we have now a military that's very close to being at a level that we
haven't had it in many, many decades.

STEPHANOPOULOQS: We talked about Russia before, but we haven't tatked
about Robert Mueller's evidence on obstruction of justice. The attorney
general said you didn't commit obstruction of justice. Robert Mueller said
he's not reaching a decision-- conld not exonerate you. And he laid ontall
that evidence. More than a thousand former federal prosecutors--

TRUMEP: Oh, that's-- but they're all--
STEPHANOPQULOS: ~-have looked at--

TRUMP: -politicians. Hey George. Look, I know more about prosecutors
than you'll ever know. They're politicians. I could get you 5,000 that would
also say that there's nothing. You know, I-- I saw their names. And these are
all- many of them are Trump haters, Many of them if you look at the
names.

STEPHANOPOULQS: Many Republicans, too--

TRUMP: I could get you thousands. You know how many prosecutors there
have been over the-- if you add them all up? We could get you thousands of
prosecutors. I've been treated so unfairly because [ never did anything.
There was no crime. The crime was committed by the Democrats. It was
committed by your friend Hillary Clinton. The crime was committed by
them. The crime was committed by Comey and all of these people. Now,
we're going to find out. Because I guess there's an investigation. [ stay away
from it, but I guess there's an investigation going on. George, I could get
you thousands of prosecutors that say this is the most unfair-- you take a
man like Alan Dershowitz, who's a very brilliant guy. He thinks this isone
of the worst things ever to happen to our country because I've been unfairly
treated. Even a question like that's unfair.

STEPHANOPOULOS: The-- the question--

TRUMP: But they're taking-- they're taking people and you're taking people,
and you're-- I could get you thousands of prosecutors--

STEPHANOPOULOS: Mr. President, there's nothing unfair about the
question.

TRUMEP: -~to say whatever [ want them to say--

STEPHANOPQULOS: One of the-- one of those prosecutors today, Kamala
Harris, running for president--

TRUMP: Oh, give me a break. She's running for president. She'sdoing
horribly. She's way down in the polls.

STEPHANOPOULOS: She said she would have no choice--

TRUMP: And I must say Pocahontas is--
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STEPHANOPOULOS: --but to proseciite you.

TRUMP: ~-really-- cleaning her clock. And T heard she made that statement.
And you know what? Who wouldn't? Probably if I were running in her
position, I'd make the same statement. There was no crime. There was no
Russia collusion. There was no Russia, I'll put it in your language,
conspiracy, which is even better than collusion. You know, the word
"collusion” is a softer word than "conspiracy.” If you look at what Robert
Mueller wrote-- who's no lover of Donald Trumyp I will tefl you. Frankly, he
was conflicted. He shouldn't even be allowed to do it. No special counsel
should have ever been appeinted. You know why? Because there was no
crime.

STEPHANOPOULOS: But he lay--
TRUMEP: They had no-- excuse me, They had no evidence of crime.

STEPHANOPOULOS: He lays out alot of evidence, including the episode
where you ask your White House counsel, Don McGahn-- you tell him,
"Mueller has to go." You call him twice--

TRUMP: Yeah, it--
STEPHANOPOULOS: --and say, "Mueller has to go. Call me when it's done."

TRUMP: And there-- now, the story on that very simply, number one, I was
never going to fire Mueller. I never suggested firing Mueller. Do I think--

STEPHANOPOULOS: That's not what he said.

TRUMP: Excuse-- I don't care what he says. It doesn't matter. That was to
show everyone what a good counsel he was. Now, he may have gotten
confused with the fact that I've always said, and I've said it to you, and I've
said to anybody that would listen Robert Mueller was conflicted. He was
conflicted because we had a business transaction where I wouldn't give him
back a deposit--

STEPHANOPOULOS: But Mueller writes about that--
TRUMP: ~that he wanted. Excuse me.

STEPHANCQPOULOS: He writes about that. Steve Bannon told you it was
ridiculous.

TRUMP: It's~~

STEPHANOPOULOS: Don McGahn--

{OVERTALK)

TRUME: Steve Bannon is trivial. Doesn't even know about it or hardly

would kb at it. But he had a total conflict. He also happened to have a very
good friendship and relationship with Comey. So if Mueller hasa
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relationship with Comey and a very close relationship, right then and there
he's conflicted.

STEPHANOPOULOS: But why would Don McGahn lie--

TRUMP: But we had a business- wait a minute--

STEPHANOPOULOS: Why would he lie under oath? Why would he lie-
{OVERTALK)

TRUMP: Because he wanted to make--

STEPHANOPOULOS: --Robert Muelier?

TRUMP: —-himself look like a good lawyer. Or-- or he belleved it because I
would constantly tell anybody that would listen, including you, including
the media, that Robert Mueller was conflicted. Robert Mueller had a total
conflict of interest--

STEPHANQOPOULOS: And has to go?

TRUMP: I never s-- I didn't say that. If I-- look, Article IL I would be allowed
to fire Robert Mueller. There was ni-- assumning-- assuming I did all of the
things, I said Iwant to fire him, number one, I didn't. He wasn't fired. Okay?
Number one, very importantly. But more importantly, Article I allows me
to do whatever I want. Article II would have allowed me to fire him.

STEPHANOPOULOS: So it sounds like you--

TRUMP: But I'wasn't going to fire. You know why? Because I watched
Richard Nixon go around firing everybody, and that didn't work out too
well. So very simply, Article 1T would allow me to do it. But Don McGahn
thought he did a great favor. And maybe he even believes it. But that never
happened. And [ have people that will tell you it didn't happen.

{OVERTALK)

TRUMP: Because I didn't want to fire Mueller, but I thought Mueller frankly
should not have been appointed--

STEPHANOPOULOS: He has documentation.

TRUMP: Let-- let me just tell you something. Robert Mueller had a conflict.
Twould say it to anybody that would listen. He was totally conflicted. He
had numerons conflicts, One of them was the fact that he applied for the
job to be the FBI- the head of the FBL And, by the way--

STEPHANOPQULOS: Steve Bannon said he didn't. That's in the report--

TRUMP: Steve Bannon wouldn't know. Steve Bannon has no idea. Steve
Bannon was not in the room. He was in line. I can get you two people that
work in the White House office, in the Oval Office to tell you he was
standing in line along with other people applying for the job. I was
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interviewing people. That's when we made a deal with Chris Wray. Robert
Mueller wanted the job. He wanted to go back as the FBI director. That's
perfectly fine. But I told him no. And then the next day he's appointed
special prosecutor or shortly thereafter. I think it was actually the next day.
He's appointed special counsel? That's a conflict-

STEPHANOPOULOS: The report says he didn't--

TRUME: George, that's a conflict. It was in the papers—
STEPHANOPOULOS: But the-- the report says he didn't-
TRUMP: Tt was in--

STEPHANOPOULOS: -~apply. But let-- let's-- I want to talke

TRUMP: It was in-- George, it was in the newspapers, He came into my
office. He wanted to be FBI director again. And I said no.

STEPHANOPOULOS: The report--
TRUME: That's a conflict,

STEPHANOPQULOS: The report says that's not trze, Butlet's talk about
this Article II thing.

{(OVERTALK)

TRUMP: Excuse me. Don't-- don't just, you know, shove it out like that, He
applied for a job. I said no. And the next day, he's my-- he's my person that's
going to be taking alook at me? Also, business conflict. Also, we had a
conflict with-- with Comey. He had a-- his friend is Comey. So don't tell me
about this, George.

STEPHANOPOULOS: You talk about Article IL So your position is that yon
can hire or fire anybody, stop or start-

{OVERTALK)

TRUMP: That is the position of alot of great lawyers. That's the position of
some of the most talented lawyers. And vou have to have a position like that
because you're the president, But without even bringing up Article 11,
which absolutely gives you every right--

STEPHANQPOULOQS: So a president can't obstruct justice?

TRUME: A president can run the country. And that's what happened,
George. I run the country, and Irun it well.

STEPHANOPOQULOS: When the president does it, it's not illegal?

TRUMP: I'm just saying a president under Article II-- it's very strong. Read
it. Do you have Article II? Read it.

STEPHANOPQULOS: I know what Article I says--
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TRUMP: Read it. No, read it.
STEPHANOPCULOS: I don't have it
TRUMP: Go ahead.
STEPHANOPOULOS: --in front of me. I--
TRUMP: Read it for your audience.

STEPHANOPOQULOS: It-- it-- it talks about executive power. But your
position--

TRUMP: Okay, George.
STEPHANOPOULOS: ~-under--

TRUMP: You know what? Let's get onto another subject that's a very simple
subject, Article IL, But besides that, Mueller had conflicts.

STEPHANCPQULOS: But if you answer these questions to me now, why not
answer them to Robert Mueller under oath?

TRUMEP: Because they were looking to getus for lies or slight
misstatements, I looked at what happened to people, and it was very unfair.
Very, very unfair Very unfair,

STEPHANOPOULOS: So you-- it was the right thing not to answer the
questions?

TRUMP: Go ahead. Have a drink.

STEPHANQPOULOS: Happy to. So I'm listening to you, You're not worried
about being prosecuted once you leave office?

TRUMP: Did nothing wrong, George, Did nothing wrong. There was no
collusion. (SIREN) You don't even hear Russia mentioned anymore. Are you
guys okay? ... There was no collusion. You don't even hear Russia
mentioned anymore, Russ- Russia's not mentioned. Now, it's all about
obstruct-- obstruction of what? They built up a phony crime. They hired a
man that hated Trump. He hired 18 people that were Democrats that hated
Trump. Some of them contributed to Clinton's campaign. A couple of them
worked for Clinton. I mean, what kind of a rigged deal is this? (THROAT
CLEARING} And then on top of it, after two years and after being the most
transparent in history, I gave them 1.5 miilion pages of documents, right?1
gave them four or five hundred witnesses. I let Don McGahn testify. Ilet
him say-- he was the White House counsel. I let him testi--

STEPHANOPOULOS: But you knew he was--
(OVERTALK)

STEPHANOPOULOS: ~-an interview. You didn't answer questions on
obstruction.
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TRUMP: Wait a minute. Wait a minute. I did answer questions. 1 answered
them in writing,

STEPHANOPOULOS: Not on obstruction--

TRUMP: I don't know about this— Idon't know. I answered a ot of
questions. They gave me questions. [ answered them in writing.

STEPHANOPOULOS: Not on obstruction,

TRUMP: Look. George, you're being a little wise guy, okay-- which is, you
know, typical for you. Just so you understand. Very simple. It's very simple.
There was no crime. There was no collusion. The big thing's collusion. Now,
there's no collusion. That means they set-- it was a setup, In my opinion,
and I think it's going to come out,

STEPHANOPQULOS: Who set it up--

TRUMP: 1 hope it's going to come out. We're going to find out very soon.
Because I really believe it's going to come out. When you look at Strzok,
these FBI guys that were lowlives, when you look-- because the FBI's the
greatest. But these-- the top people were absolutely lowlives. When you
ook at Strzok and Page and they're talking about an insurance policy just in
case she loses, that was the insurance policy--

STEPHANOPOULOS: You know, I've heard you talk about that--
TRUME: I went-~

STEPHANOPOULOS: --before.

TRUMEP: George, I went through the insurance policy.

STEPHANOPQULOS: Iunderstand that. But if they were determined to
prevent you from becoming president, why wouldn't they leak it
beforehand?

TRUMP: You know what--
STEPHANOPOULOS: It didn't come out before the election--

TRUME: You'd have to ask them. Oh, they tried. They tried. You know, it's
an amazing thing. Probably one of the few times [ respected the press is
that the f-- the dossier, that fake news dossiey, that fake pile of garbage that
Comey knew about and all of these people-~ and they paid a fortune for--
and Hillary Clinton paid for it. And the Democrats, okay? And they got
information from Russia that turned out to be false. But that fake dossier, if
you like that, they used that all over the place. And the one time I respected
the press because they did the right thing, they wouldn't print it. They
couldn't get it printed. They tried it to be before the election. If that would
have happened before the election, I could have lost.

STEPHANQOPOULOS: But it didn't.
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TRUMP: No, no. Because the newspapers would not print it. I cannot
believe it. Because I've-- I've so lost confidence in press. I've so lost- as you
probably know, I've so lost confidence in media. I think it's disgraceful.
They do societies that are so false. Everything-- I mean, almost everything.
They do so many false. The one time, they could not get the fake dossier
printed prior to the election. It came out a number of weeks after the
election, and it didn't mean, you know, as much except 1said, "Boy, that's
terrible. What a fake deal that is.” But had that been printed before the
election, that could have changed the whole election. And that's what they
wanted to do: steal. And Corney and all these lowlives, they wanted to have
that fake dossier, which was all phony stuff. They wanted it to go out before
the election, George. And you know what? Had that gone out before the
election, I~ [ don't think I could've~ T don't think I would've had enough
time to defend myself-

STEPHANOPOULOS: You clearly believe there was-- a group of people
working against you. Do you think President Obama was behind it?

TRUMP: 1 would say that he certainly must have known about it because it
went very high up in the chain. But you're going to find that out. I'm not
going to make-- that statement quite yet. But I would say that President
Obama had to know about it.

STEPHANOPQULOS: How are you going to put this behind you?

TRUMP: Well, I'would put it behind. I wouldn't have answered any of these
questions. I wouldn't have made the statement except you start off with
your first question is about this.

STEPHANOPOULOS: My first question was about Barron, and Thad a ton of
questions--

TRUMP: Okay, Barron. Okay.
STEPHANOPOULOS: ~-on North Korea.

TRUMEP: Good, you said about Barron. You get inmediately onto this.
People are fixated. No collusion, no obstruction. Because the attorney
general, who's a great gentleman and a highly respected man, based on the
evidence given said, "There's no obstruction here." And Rod Rosenstein-—

STEPHANGPOULOS: Your hand-picked attorney general.

TRUMP: --agreed with him, Rod Rosenstein-- which is a big thing. He
agreed with him.

STEPHANOPQULOS: And you think that's the final word? Yeu're not
wotried about what happens in Congress?

TRUMP: Look. The Republicans in the Senate, every single one of them that
I'see know this is a witch hunt. They get it 100 percent. And that's what
matters. The Democrats are going to do it only because they might think it
helps them. I think it actually hurts them in the election. But there's never
been a time in the history of our country where somebody was 50

htips:/fabcnews go.com/Politics/transcript-abe: george-step p Iusive-interview-president/story ?7id=63749144 34/36




1172020

15620

74

Transcript: ABC News' George Stephanopoulos' exclusive interview with President Trump - ABC News
mistreated as I have been. And this should never, ever be allowed to happen

to another president again. A previous administration used the intelligence
data and the intelligence agencies to spy on my campaign.

STEPHANOPOULOS: Do you believe that President Obama spied on your
campaign--

TRUMEP: 1don't know. But hopefully we're going to find out.

STEPHANOPOULOS: Fipal gnestion. When this is all over, whetherit'sa
year and a half from now or five and a half years from now, how do you
want to be remermbered as president?

TRUMP: As a president that loved the people, took care of the people, made
our economy tremendous, built up our military, took care of our vets. Our
vets are doing fantastically now with choice, Somebody that really loved
the country and did a great job, whether it's four years or hopefully it's eight
years. Because I still have work to do. Somebody that did a really great job
for the country.

STEPHANOPOULOS: Mr. President, thank you for your time.
TRUMP: Thank you very much.
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DEFENSE DEPARTMENT
UKRAINE DOCUMENTS
RELEASED TO AMERICAN
OVERSIGHT

Late on Friday evening, the Department of Defense released five
pages of records to American Oversight — including emails sent by
Secretary of Defense Mark Esper — in response to the watchdog
group’s Freedom of Information Act lawsuit seeking records related to
the Trump administration’s efforts to pressure Ukraine to interfere in
the 2020 election.
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While heavily redacted, based on facts developed through the
impeachment inquiry and independent journalism, the emails show
senior officials in the Pentagon and the Office of Management and
Budget engaged on the issue of aid to Ukraine at a time when the
president himself was insisting on freezing such aid.

“As OMB and Defense officials debated the finer points of military aid
funding, we know that none of their effort or apparent confusion over
funding for Ukraine would have been necessary but for the president
and his shadow foreign policy,” said Austin Evers, executive director of
American Oversight. “It is deeply troubling to see so many public
servants dragged, perhaps unwittingly, into the president’s extortion

scheme.”

The records produced to American Oversight on Dec. 20, 2019, came
in response to a lawsuit seeking senior officials’ emails relating to the
Trump administration’s effort to pressure Ukraine to investigate the
president’s political rivals. The production includes emails sent by
Esper in August 2019 and Deputy Secretary David Norquist in
September and October 2019.

This is the second production of Ukraine-related records obtained by
American Oversight, and, like State Department records released in

late Novembaer <https:/Avww.americanoversight.org/state-department-releases-

ukraine-documents-to-american-oversight>, these records were also not

released to Congress during the House impeachment inquiry, despite
congressional subpoenas.

Click here to download the records <https:/mww.americanoversight.org/wp-

content/uploads/2019/12/ac-v-omb-dec-20-2019-dod-release.pdf>.
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ENERGY DEPARTMENT AGREES
TO RELEASE UKRAINE
DOGUMENTS THIS MONTH

In a court filing on Monday, the Department of Energy agreed to

release multiple categories <https:/Mww.americanoversightorg/document/joint-

status-report-american-oversight-v-doe-perry-and-brouillettes-ukraine-records-and-

communications> of Ukraine-related records to American Oversight,

including former Secretary Rick Perry's communications with high-
level Ukrainian officials, associates of Rudy Giuliani, and outside
groups associated with U.S. energy interests in Ukraine.
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In October, American Oversight sued the department

<https:./Awww.americanoversight.org/new-lawsuit-seeks-perry-and-brouillette-ukraine-

documents-and-communications-about-biden-investigation-effort> for records of

the May 2019 delegation to Ukraine led by then-Secretary Perry as
well as for documents related to the effort to pressure Ukraine to
announce an investigation into former Vice President Joe Biden.
Monday's joint status report agrees to prioritize delegation records as
well as Perry’s and former Chief of Staff Brian McCormack’s
communications in its first production, scheduled for Jan. 28.
Subsequent productions are scheduled for Feb. 4 and March 16.

American Oversight has five other lawsuits for Ukraine records, and
last week obtained more than 70 pages calendars and text messages
of Kurt Volker, the former special envoy to Ukraine who had assisted
Giuliani in arranging a meeting with a top Ukrainian official. Volker's
calendars showed minimal entries, raising further questions, and the
texts appear duplicative of those he provided to House investigators
in the impeachment inguiry.

Prior document releases to American Oversight include the
November release of State Department documents showing March
2012 phone calls between Giuliani and Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo (with the aid of the Oval Office) and the December release of
Defense Department documents showing senior Pentagon and
Office of Management and Budget officials engaged in the issue of
aid to Ukraine. These, as well as the release of (highly redacted

<https://Avww.justsecurity.org/67863/exclusive-unredacted-ukraine-documents-reveal-

extent-of-pentagons-legal-concerns/>) records to the Center for Public

Integrity <https:/oublicintegrity.org/national-security/trump-administration-officials-

worried-ukraine-aid-halt-violated-spending-law/> are further evidence of the

Trump administration’s obstruction and the importance of the
Freedom of Information Act in forcing the release of documents.
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American Oversight’s lawsuit against the Department of Energy

<https./Avww.americanoversight.org/document/complaint-american-oversight-v-doe-

petry-and-prouillettes-ukraine-records-and-communications> seeks the following

records:

« Communications between Perry, McCormack or then-Deputy
Secretary Dan Brouillette and various outside contacts including
Naftogaz, Igor Fruman, and Lev Parnas;

« Emails sent by Perry, Brouillette, and McCormack containing any of
three dozen terms, including *Biden,” “Giuliani,” or "Zelensky”;

+ Records relating to 2012 meetings between Perry and Ukrainian
officials, including briefing materials, meeting summaries,
communications about the meetings, and expense records;

« Perry's and McCormack’s communications with Giuliani or about
any efforts to pressure the Ukrainian government to open a political
investigation; and

¢ Any guidance or directives issued to or by McCormack with relation
to the Bidens or Burisma Holdings.

Part of Investigation:
The Trump Administration's Contacts with Ukraine

<https/Awww.americanoversight.org/investigation/the-trump-administrations-contacts-

with-ukraine>

Rick Perry's Energy Industry Connections — in the U.S. and Abroad

<https/Awww.americanoversight.org/investigationfrick-perrys-energy-industry-

connections-in-the-u-s-and-abroad>

Select a tag below to see a full list of related documents

Topic
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Environment & Energy <https./AMww.americanoversight.org/topic/environment-
energy>

National Security & Foreign Policy
<https:/AMww.americanoversight.org/topic/national-security>

Areas of Investigation

Abuse of Power <https/Avww.americanoversight.org/areas_of_investigation/abuse-of-
power=

Political Appointees
<https/Mww.americanoversight.org/areas_of_investigation/political-appointees>

Jurisdiction

Federal <https/mwww.americanoversight.org/jurisdictionffederal>

Entity

Department of Energy <https./Mww.americanoversightorgfentity/department-of-
energy>

FOIAID #

DOE-19-0999 <https:/Mmww.americanoversightorg/fola/doe-19-0999>
DOE-19-1001 <httpsi/Avww.americanoversight.org/foia/doe-19-1001>
DOE-19-1219 <https./Avww.americanoversight.org/foia/doe-19-1219>
DOE-19-1240 <https/Mmww.americanoversight.org/foia/doe-19-1240>
DOE-19-1270 <https://Awww.americanoversight.org/foia/doe-19-1270>
DOE-19-1271 <https:/Mww.americanoversight.org/foia/doe-19-1271>
DOE-19-1272 <https/iwww.americanoversight.org/foia/doe-19-1272>

Case #
19-3155 <https//www.americanoversight.org/case/19-3155>

RELATED BLOG POSTS
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PUBLISHED: JANUARY 13, 2020

JOINT STATUS REPORT:
AMERICAN OVERSIGHT V. DOE
~- PERRY AND BROUILLETTE'S
UKRAINE RECORDS AND
COMMUNICATIONS

Joint Status Report filed by American Oversight and the Department
of Energy in American Oversight’s lawsuit seeking the release of
Secretary Rick Perry’s communications with high-level Ukraine
officials; with outside groups associated with U.S. energy interests in
Ukraine; and with particular associates of President Trump’s personal
lawyer Rudolph Giuliani. American Oversight is also reguesting
records regarding the U.S. delegation, led by Perry, to Ukrainian
President Zelensky's inauguration, including the records of former
Chief of Staff Brian McCormack.

The Department of Energy agreed to make the first production of
records on Jan. 28, 2020, prioritizing Perry’s and McCormack’s
communications as well as records related to the delegation.
Subsequent productions are scheduled for Feb. 4 and March 16.
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Part of Investigation:
The Trump Administration’s Contacts with Ukraine

<https:/Avww.americanoversight.org/investigation/the-trump-administrations-contacts-

with-ukraine>

Rick Perry’'s Energy Industry Connections — in the U.S. and Abroad

<https/Mwww.americanoversight.org/investigation/frick-perrys-energy-industry-

connections-in-the-u-s-and-abroad>
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Select a tag below to see a full list of related documents
Topic

NATIONAL SECURITY & FOREIGN POLICY
<https.//www.americanoversight.org/topic/national-security>

Jurisdiction

FEDERAL <https./Mww.americanoversight.org/jurisdiction/federal>

Entity
DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY
<https:/iwvww.americanoversight.org/entity/department-of-energy>
Status
Open
FOIAID &#

DOE-19-0999 <https./www.americanoversight.org/foia/doe-19-0999>

DOE-19-1001 <https//www.americanoversight.org/foia/doe-19-1001>

DOE-19-1219 <https:./Mww.americanoversight.org/foia/doe-19-1219>

DOE-19-1239 <https//www.americanoversight.org/foia/doe-19-1239>

DOE-19-1240 <https//www.americanoversight.org/foia/doe-19-1240>

DOE-19-1270 <https:/Avww.americanoversight.org/foia/doe-19-1270>
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DOE-18-1271 <https/www.americanoversight.org/foia/doe-19-1271>

DOE-19-1272 <https/Avww.americanoversight.org/foia/doe-19-1272>

Case #

19-3155 <https//mww.americanoversight.org/case/19-3155>

RELATED DOCUMENTS

ALL AGENCY RECORD AGENCY REPLY FOIA REQUEST

LITIGATION

November 8, 2019

Complaint: American Oversight v. DOE — Perry and Brouillette’s
Ukraine Records and Communications

Department of Energy

LITIGATION

<https://iwww.americanoversight.org/document/complaint-american-oversight-v-doe-perry-

and-brouillettes-ukraine-records-and-communications>

October 9, 2019

FOIA to DOE Seeking Sent Emails of Senior Officials Regarding
Ukraine

Department of Energy

FOIA REQUEST
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PUBLISH DATE: NOVEMBER 22, 2019

STATE DEPARTMENT
RELEASES UKRAINE
DOCUMENTS TO AMERICAN
OVERSIGHT
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On Friday evening, the State Department released nearly 100 pages of
records in response to American Oversight's lawsuit seeking a range
of documents related to the Trump administration’s dealings with
Ukraine.

Among other records, the production includes emails that confirm
multiple contacts in March of 2019 between Secretary of State Mike

Pompeo and Trump lawyer Rudy Giuliani, at least one of which was
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facilitated by President Trump’s assistant Madeleine Westerhout.

American Oversight is reviewing the production to assess whether
the State Department has fully complied with the court’s order. Notes
on what we've found are below. <https:/mww.americanoversight.org/state-

department-releases-ukraine-documents-to-american-oversight#in-the-documents>

You can download the documents here

<https/Aww.americanoversight.org/wp-

content/uploads/2019/11/ac_state_ukraine_docs_11-22.pdf>, They are also available

below.

Statement from American Oversight Executive Director Austin
Evers

“We can see why Mike Pompeo has refused to release this information
to Congress. It reveals a clear paper trail from Rudy Giuliani to the
Oval Office to Secretary Pompeo to facilitate Giuliani's smear
campaign against a U.S. ambassador.

“This is just the first round of disclosures. The evidence is only going to
get worse for the administration as its stonewall strategy collapses in
the face of court orders.

“That American Oversight could obtain these documents establishes
that there is no legal basis for the administration to withhold them
from Congress. That conclusively shows that the administration is
engaged in obstruction of justice. The president and his allies should
ask themselves if impeachment for obstruction isworth it if the
strategy isn't even going to be effective.
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“This lawsuit is just one of several American Qversight is pursuing to
bring transparency to the Ukraine investigation. The public should
expect more disclosures, over the administration’s strong objection,
for the foreseeable future.”

in the Documents

New: The documents show a March 26, 2019, call between Rudy

Giuliani and Mike Pompeo

<https:/Avww.documentcloud.org/documents/6557889-state-department-records-of-

giuliani-and-ukraine.htmi#document/p39/a537060>. {Page 39 of document)

A March 28, 2019, email includes a list of scheduled calls for Pompeo.
Calls include Rudy Giuliani on March 29

<https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/6557889-state-department-records-of-

giuliani-and-ukraine. htmi#idocument/p46/a537065>, and Rep. Devin Nunes on

April 1, 2019 <https;/docurnentcloud.org/documents/6557889-state-department-

records-of-giuliani-and-ukraine.html#document/p47/a537064>.

On March 27, 2019, Rudy Giuliani's assistant contacted Madeleine

Westerhout <htips/Avww.documentcloud.org/documents/6557889-state-

department-records-of-giuliani-and-ukraine html#document/p55/3537063>, Who was
serving as the president's Oval Office gatekeeper at the time. She

asked Westerhout for a “good number” for Pompeo, adding that she
had “been trying and getting nowhere through regular channels.”
Westerhout contacted someone at the State Department to ask for a
number she could provide. (Page 55)

During his closed-door testimony, career diplomat David Hale
mentioned two calls <https.//docs. house govimeetings/ig/ig00/cprt-116-ig00-d018-

ulpdf> between Pompeo and Giuliani, one on March 28, 2019, and one
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on March 29. The documents include a March 28 email to Hale
indicating that Pompeo had been the one to request a call with
Giuliani. (Page 45)

The March 29 call appears on page 46, and the confirmation of its
scheduling is on page 44.

Also in the documents: An ﬁgw& letter

<https./AMww.documentcloud.org/documents/6557889-state-department-records-of-

giutiani-and-ukraine.htmi#document/p17/a537067> 10 the State Department

from six former U.S. ambassadors to Ukraine (including Bill Taylor),
expressing their concern about the attacks on U.S. Ambassador to
Ukraine Marie Yovanovitch. (Page 13)

On April 12, 2019, Reps. Steny Hoyer and Eliot Engel

<https/www.documentcloud.org/documents/6557889-state-department-records-of-

giuliani-and-ukraine.html#document/p28/29> wrote to Pompeo, also expressing

their concern {page 28). The State Department responded on June 11

<https//www.documentcloud.org/documents/6557889-state-department-records-of-

giuliani-and-ukraine.htmi#document/p34/a537068>, saying “Yovanovitch was

due to complete her three-year diplomatic assignment in Kyiv this
summer.” (Page 34)

Note: The State Department did not produce a formal directive
recalling Yovanovitch or a formal readout of Trump's July 25 call with
Zelensky. Both of these were covered by the court’s production order.
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Part of Investigation:
The Trump Administration’'s Contacts with Ukraine

<https:/Awww.americanoversight.org/investigation/the-trump-administrations-contacts-

with-ukraine>

R

Select a tag below to see a full list of related documents

Topic

Al mim ] ™ mms tetdi s O Tt oo M e
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NG LIUT Al DECUITILY & FOIEIYT FOHLCY
<https/Awww.americanoversight.org/topic/national-security>

Areas of Investigation

Abuse of Power <https/Avww.americanoversight.org/areas_of_investigation/abuse-of-
power>

Jurisdiction

Federal <https:/Mww.americanoversight.org/jurisdiction/federal>

Entity

Department of State <https:/Mww.americanoversight.org/entity/department-of-
state>

FOIAID #

STATE-19-0624 <https./Mww.americanoversight.org/foia/state-19-0624>
STATE-19-0625 <https:/fivww.americanoversight.org/foiafstate-19-0625>

Case #
19-2934 <https/www.americanoversight.org/ase/19-2934>

RELATED BLOG POSTS

ALL INVESTIGATION UPDATE NEWS

December 27, 2019

American Oversight’s 2019 in Review: Nine Important Stories We
Uncovered

NEWS
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PUBLISH DATE: JANUARY 10, 2020

STATE DEPARTMENT'S
RELEASE OF VOLKER
CALENDARS AND TEXT
MESSAGES RAISES FURTHER
ﬂUESTIﬂNS
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Late on Friday night, the State Department released 71 pages of
Ukraine-related records to American Oversight, including text
messages of Kurt Volker, the former special envoy to Ukraine, and his

calendars. You can view the documents here.

<https://www.americanoversight.org/document/state-records-of-cormmunications-and-

calendar-entries-for-ukraine-special-representative-kurt-volker>
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Volker’s calendars, while sparsely populated, cover a date range of
March to September 2019. The entries contain little information, and
are seemingly missing a lot of key details, especially for an official who
traveled extensively and attended frequent meetings. The entries also
regularly copy Volker’s nongovernmental email account, which raises
guestions about whether additiona! records exist elsewhere.

The text messages released appear to be duplicative of texts that
Volker provided House investigators in the impeachment inquiry.
They include communications with Ambassador to the EU Gordon
Sondland and Ambassador Bill Taylor, as well as with Andrey Yermalk,
a top adviser to Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky, whom
Volker put in touch with Trump personal attorney Rudy Giuliani

<https:/;Avww.docurnentcloud.org/docurments/6616807-state-records-of-

communications-and-calendar.htmi#document/p70/a543097>,

“Kurt Volker was on both sides of the so-called official and unofficial
channels with Ukraine,” said American Oversight Executive Director
Austin Evers. “While tonight's production appears to contain
documents Volker already provided to Congress, the absence of
calendar entries documenting his extensive travels and meetings, as
well as his practice of copying a non-governmental email account on
correspondence, suggests Volker may have maintained relevant
documents outside of government systems.”

American Oversight will seek answers and pursue any additional
documents if they exist. And more document productions in this
lawsuit — which seeks Volker's calendars and his communications
with or about Giuliani as well as State Department senior officials’
emails referencing Giuliani, former Vice President Joe Biden, or
Ukrainian-born businessmen Lev Parnas and lgor Fruman — are still
to come. In December, the court ordered the State Department to
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prioritize the calendar entries and text messages, and to process 300
pages per month. American Qversight expects a second production
of documents in early February.

American Oversight has five other Ukraine-related lawsuits, and on
Wednesday received its second document production in another
lawsuit for State Department records related to Giuliani and his
efforts. You can view those here <https:/;www.americanoversight.org/state-

department-releases-additional-ukraine-documents-to-american-oversight=,

Part of Investigation:
The Trump Administration’s Contacts with Ukraine

<https:/Awww.americanoversight.org/investigation/the-trump-administrations-contacts-

with-ukraine>

Select a tag below to see a full list of related documents

Topic

National Security & Foreign Policy
<https/Awww.americanoversight.org/topic/national-security>

Areas of Investigation

Abuse of Power <https/Mww.americanoversight.org/areas_of_investigation/abuse-of-
power>

Jurisdiction

Federal <https:/mww.americanoversightorg/jurisdiction/ffederal>

Entity

Department of State <https:/Avww.americanoversight.org/entity/department-of-
state>
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FULA U H

STATE-19-1062 <https//Mmww.americanoversight.org/foia/state-19-1062>
STATE-19-1154 <https:/Avww.americanoversight.org/foia/state-19-1154>

Case #
19-3058 <https:/fwww.americanoversight.org/case/19-3058>

RELATED BLOG POSTS

ALL INVESTIGATION UPDATE NEWS

January 13, 2020

Energy Department Agrees to Release Ukraine Documents This Month
Department of Energy
INVESTIGATION UPDATE

<https://wvww.americanoversight.org/energy-department-agrees-to-release-ukraine-

documents-this-month>

January 10, 2020

News Roundup: Presidential War Powers and New Impeachment
Documents

Centers For Medicare and Medicaid Services, Department of Education,
Department of Health and Human Services, Department of Justice, Department of
Labor, Department of State, Department of the Treasury, Department of Veterans
Affairs, Environmental Protection Agency, Florida Department of Corrections,
Florida Department of Law Enforcement, Florida Department of State, Florida
Office of the Governor, Hernando County - Florida, Nassau County - Florida, Office of
the U.S. Trade Representative, Okaloosa County - Florida, Seminole County - Florida

NEWS
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Conflicting White House Accounts of 1st Trump-Zelenskiy
Call
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) usnews.com/mews/politics/articles/2019-11-1 5rough-transcript-of-frst-trump-zelenskiy-cali-released

The Associated Press

By DEB RIECHMANN, ZEKE MILLER
and JILL COLVIN, Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — President
Donald Trump released the rough
transcript Friday of a congratulatory
phone call he had with the

1/4
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incoming president of Ukraine, holding it out as evidence he did nothing wrong. Instead, the
memorandum shows how White House descriptions of Trump’s communications with
foreign leaders at times better reflect wishful thinking than the reality of the interactions.

As the House opened its second day of public impeachment hearings on Capitol Hill, Trump
released the unclassified record of his April 21 call with then President-elect Volodymyr
Zelenskiy. The document bears little resemblance to the paragraph-long official summary of
the conversation that the White House released the same day as the 16-minute call.

The discrepancy highlights the gulf that often exists between the message that U.S. national
security officials want to deliver to world leaders and the one that is actually delivered by
Trump.

For years, U.S. officials have stressed the importance of trying to support democratic norms
and root out corruption in Ukraine, which has been fighting a war of attrition against
Russian-backed separatists since Russia invaded and later annexed Crimea in 2014.

To that end, the official readout of the Zelenskiy call reported that Trump noted the
"peaceful and democratic manner of the electoral process” that had led to Zelenskiy's victory
in Ukraine's presidential election.

But there is no record of that in the rough transcript released Friday. Instead, it said Trump
praised a “fantastic” and “incredible” election.

Current and former administration officials said it was consistent with a pattern in which
Trump veers from — or ignores entirely — prepared talking points for his discussions with
foreign leaders, and instead digresses into domestic politics or other unrelated matters. In
the Ukraine call, for example, Trump praised the quality of the country’s contestants in a
beauty pageant he used to oversee and compared Zelenskiy's election to his own in 2016.

"When | owned Miss Universe, they always had great people,” Trump told Zelenskiy of his
country.

The original readout also said Trump “underscored the unwavering support of the United
States for Ukraine’s sovereignty and territorial integrity.” But there's no indication of that in
the rough transcript.

Likewise, the readout said the president expressed his commitment to help Ukraine “to
implement reforms that strengthen democracy, increase prosperity, and root out
corruption.” The word “corruption” is not mentioned in the rough transcript of the actual
call.

Corruption did feature prominently in Trump’s second call with Zelenskiy on July 25, the call
that helped spark the impeachment drama.

2/4
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It's highly unusual for a president to release the rough transcripts of calls with foreign
leaders, which are generated by voice transcription software and edited by officials listening
in on the calls to ensure they are accurately memorialized. Official readouts, by contrast, are
issued as news releases meant to further foreign policy aims. They are typically the only
public accounts of the calls that presidents have with their counterparts,

Several current and former administration officials told The Associated Press that the
readouts of Trump’s calls with foreign leaders are often pre-written, reflecting official U.S,
policy and what National Security Council officials hope the leaders will discuss and the
talking points they provide to guide the president’s conversations.

Those readouts are supposed to be revised after the calls to reflect what actually transpired.

But that doesn't always happen, according to seven current and former administration
officials who spoke on condition of anonymity to describe internal deliberations.

Such a revision didn't happen in this case, according to a person familiar with the matter.
The person said that, as usual, a draft readout of the call had been written in advance based
on talking points and had been approved by then-National Security Adviser John Bolton.
That draft included reference to Trump raising the issue of corruption, which the NSC had
recommended, with specific talking points included in Trump’s briefing materials.

But the president did not raise the issue. And since the call occurred on a Sunday, the
person said, the White House may not have updated the press release before it was publicly
released,

Other officials noted that staffers tasked with writing readouts typically haven't listened in
on the president's calls and instead rely on others to brief them. They are often under a
time crunch driven by NSC staffers eager to have the U.S, readouts come out before the
other nations releases their own accounts. Sometimes, they said, the administration simply
doesn’t want to recount everything discussed, Other times, they have decided the best
course of action is not to release a readout at all.

Asked why the rough transcript released Friday differs so much from the readout, White
House spokesman Hogan Gidiey said it is "standard operating procedure for the National
Security Council to provide readouts of the president's phone calls with foreign leaders,”
This one, he said, "was prepared by the NSC's Ukraine expert.”

The current Ukraine expert at the NSC is Lt. Col. Alexander Vindman, who testified to
fawmakers last month behind closed doars and is scheduled to give public testimony
Tuesday.

Gidley added, “The president continues to push for transparency in light of these baseless
accusations and has taken the unprecedented steps to release the transcripts of both
phone calls with President Zelenskiy so that every American can see he did nothing wrong.”

3/4
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The Obama administration made it practice to issue fairly general readouts that offered only
broad details about the president and vice president’s conversations with foreign leaders, It
was the Obama administration’s practice to assign someone who was listening in on the call
to draft the readout for the media to ensure that what was being said about the call was
accurate, according to a senior Obama administration official who took part in drafting
readouts,

To write a readout that included things that weren't discussed was “out of bounds,” said the
official,

It was practice to leave some details out of readouts to protect sensitive matters discussed
on the call. But never were details or facts added or made up during the Obama and George
W. Bush administrations, said another official who worked on national security matters in
both those White Houses.

Ned Price, a former NSC spokesman under Obama and now director of policy at National
Security Action, said it wasn't uncommon for readouts to provide a “more artful and formal
recap” of a foreign leader call.

“But it's certainly not normal for the readout to be nearly entirely divorced from the reality of
the call,” he said. “The discrepancies between the transcript and the readout in this case are
profound.”

Under the current process, readouts and rough transcripts are produced separately. The
rough transcripts are created by those who listen in on the call and policy experts in the
NSC, while readouts are prepared by media teams in the NSC and the White House press
secretary’s office.

However, one of the former Trump White House officials familiar with the process said
there is no “procedural step” in place to ensure the two are in agreement.

Another former Trump administration official familiar with the process said draft readouts
of calls were written ahead of time, but since Trump does not adhere to talking points for
meetings or calls, "it's a crap shoot on what is actually said."

AP writers Aamer Madhani and Jonathan Lemire contributed to this report.

Copyright 2019 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not be
published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed.

4/4



15645

99

Putin says Trump was impeached for ‘far—fetched reasons

AP apnews.com/0530¢2e93d0d51 86d03807888c1c0bb0
December 19, 2019

MOSCOW (AP) — Russian President Vladimir Putin said Thursday that U.S. President Donald
Trump was impeached for “far-fetched” reasons, calling the move by Democrats a continuation of
their fight against the Republican leader.

“It's simply a continuation of internal political struggle,” Putin said at his end-of-year news conference
in Moscow. “The party that lost the (2016) election, the Democratic Party, is trying to achieve results
by other means.”

He likened Trump’s impeachment to the earlier U.S. probe into collusion with Russia, which Putin
played down as groundless. Former special counsei Robert Mueller concluded earlier this year that
the Russian government interfered in the 2016 U.S. presidential election in a “sweeping and
systematic faghion.”

“Now they invented some sort of pressure on Ukraine,” Putin said, referring to the investigation of
Trump's trying to enlist the president of that country to announce investigations of his political rival as
he withheld U.S. aid to Kyiv.

Trump on Wednesday became only the third American president to be impeached. The historic vote
in the House of Reprasentatives split along party lines over a charge of abusing his power. The
House also approved a second article that he obstructed Congress in its investigation.

Noting the Republicans have a majority in the Senate, where a trial of Trump will be conducted, Putin
said “they will be unlikely to remove a representative of their own party from office on what seems fo
me absolutely far-fetched reasons.”

Turning to the New START nuclear arms reduction freaty with the U.S. that expires in 2021, Putin
said that Russia is ready to extend it “even tomorrow,” warning that the demise of the last U.S.-
Russian arms control deal will remove the final barrier stemming an arms race.

Putin spoke on a variety of issues during the marathon news conference that lasted for more than
four hours and was dominated by local issues, such as Russia’s ailing health care system and federal
subsidies for the regions.

The 87-year-old Russian president, who marks two decades in power later this month, remained coy
about his political future. He wouldn't answer if he could potentially extend his rule by shifting into a
new governing position to become the head of a union between Russia and neighboring Belarus.

Putin served two four-year terms as president in 2000-2008, then moved into the premier’s position
to observe a constitutional limit of two consecutive terms. He was re-elected in 2012 and 2018, and
his current six-year terms runs through 2024.
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He suggested modifying the law to limit a president o two terms altogether, which some observers
said could signal his intention to stay at the helm by shifting into another position and reduce the
power of presidency.

The Russian president left the door open to amending the Russian Constitution to change the
distribution of powers of the president, the Cabinet and parliament, but noted that revisions must be
made carefully after a broad pubic discussion.

Asked about costly business projects reportedly run by his two daughters, whom the Kremlin has
carefully kept out of the public eye, Putin praised the initiatives but stopped short of confirming any
details about them.

Putin opened the news conference by warning about new challenges posed by global climate
change, saying that global warming could threaten Russian Arctic cities and towns built on
permafrost and trigger more fires and devastating floods.

He emphasized that Russia has abided by the Paris agreement intended to slow down globai
warming. At the same time, he noted that the U.S. and China, which are responsible for a large share
of greenhouse gas emissions, aren’t part of the deal.

Putin also hailed the economic achievements of his rule, pointing that Russia has become the world’s
largest grain exporter, surpassing the U.S. and Canada — a dramatic change compared to the Soviet
Union that heavily depended on grain imports.

The Russian economy had suffered a double blow of a drop in global oil prices and Western
sanctions that followed Moscow's 2014 annexation of Crimea. It has seen a slow recovery since
2017 after a two-year stagnation.

Russia’s ties with the West have remained at post-Cold War lows, but Putin argued that Russia has
recovered and become more resilient to shocks from Western penailties and fluctuations in global
energy prices.

He deflected Western criticism, saying that he sees his mission in protecting Russia’s national
interests and pays litile attention to negative diatribes.

Noting the continuing strain in relations with Britain, Putin praised Prime Minister Boris Johnson for
winning a strong parliament majority in his general election and held the door open for improving ties.

“He came out the winner because he had felt the British society’s sentiments more acutely,” he said.

Putin voiced hope for further moves to settle the conflict in eastern Ukraine following his talks in Paris
on Dec. 9 with the leaders of Ukraine, France and Germany.

He said that the 2015 peace agreement signed in Minsk and brokered by France and Germany must
be observed, rejecting Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskiy's push for revising it.

“if we start revising the Minsk agreement, it will lead to deadlock,” Putin said.
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The fighting in eastern Ukraine, which flared up in 2014 after Russia’s annexation of Crimea, has
killed more than 14,000.

Putin, who once lamented the 1991 breakup of the Soviet Union as the greatest geopolitical
catastrophe of the 20th century, had some harsh words to say about Soviet founder Viadimir Lenin.

He lambasted Lenin’s policies on ethnic issues, saying that his idea to grant broad autonomy to
ethnic-based Soviet republics, including their right to secede, paved way for the Soviet breakup once
the Communist Party’s hold on power started to loosen.

At the same time, Putin rejected the push for taking Lenin’s embalmed body out of the Red Square
tomb and burying it, saying that it would offend oclder people who still see the Soviet founder as a
powerful symbol.

He noted that the Soviet demise spawned expectations of a “unipolar world” in which the U.S.
dictates terms to others, adding that such “illusions” quickly collapsed. Putin said that China has
come to challenge the U.S. as the global economic powerhouse and hailed increasingly close ties
between Moscow and Beijing.

Putin dismissed reports of an emerging military alliance between Russia and China, but noted that
Moscow was helping Beijing to develop an early warning system to spot ballistic missile launches.
Only Russia and the U.S. currently have the system that includes ground-based radar and satellites.

“It will allow our strategic partner to boost its defense capability,” he said.
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The Latest: Qusted Ukraine ambassador has her say in hearing

has ;her say m hearmg

WASHINGTON (AP) '{ The Latest on Pres1dent Donald ~“rump and House nnpeachment
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Attorney General Wllham arr says congresswnal Democrats are drowmng government
agenmes v1th an avalanche of subpoenzm inorder to ‘mcapamtate the executlve branch

Barr spoke Fnday at the Federahst Somety s dmner in ashmgton‘ HIS comments came as
Congress held a second ubhc heanng in the House 1mpeachment mqmry.
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The Latest: Ousted Ukraine ambassador has her say in hearing
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pre51dent s appeais to Ukrame s Ieader to mvestlgate Democrats

The House Intelhgence Commlttee wﬂl hear from e1ght more 1mpeachment vntneéses next

SPm

Pre51dent Donald Trump says he wasn t trymg to mtlmldate a wmless 1n the House .
1rnpeachment mqmry w1th hlS tweet and he S entltled to speak hxs mind as the mvemgatlon
plays out o R HEEn : : : R

Trump says of 1mpeachment it
allowed ) speak up

sa pohhcal proce%s, 1t s not a leval process H e sav‘; I m

[Tump tweeted crmcallv about Max ie Yavanowtch the former U S. ambaqsador m Ukrame asf o
she was tesufymg I‘rlday before the House Intelhgence Commlttee ‘ L

Yovanowtch %ﬂld she mund Trump 5 message very mtlmxdatmg emd Democmtlc comrmttee L
chau*man Adam Schiff buggcsted 1t muld be! used ds ewdence 4 gmnst the pr esldent He saidioo
some ot s here mke witness mtumdauan very verv qermus]v ‘ s :

gspm

The farmel U .S, ambassador to Ukmme savsa pohtl(:al allv of Pre31dent Donald Trump :
suggested she send otta tweet pralse the pres1dent when 1t became cledr she was abruptly L
losmg her J()b : - e F

Marle Y vanowtch desenbed her exchange Wlth Gerden Sondland at the House 1mpeachment o
hearmg Fnday She says she re;ected the adee : : e

Sondland was'a Trump (:ampalgn contmbutor who'd become a State Depamnent envcy to the : f‘
Eumpean Umon but melded mﬂuence over u:s. pchcy m Ukrame i .

Yovanovxtch sald Sondland S advme was 1o go blg orgo home, whlch he explamed meant
laudmgTrump Soaiaian e o

She says she dldn t do it because, “It fe]t par‘msan, 1t felt pohtlcal” and mappropmate for an
ambassador o ~ ~ ~ : . « ‘

Yovammtch was. remeved even thcugh State Department ofﬁmals told her there’d been no: k
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complaints about her job performance.

210pm

The Whlte House says Pre&dent Donald Trump s tweets crxtlcmng former U S Ambassador F
Marla Yovanowtoh ag she. testlfled before the House as part of 1ts 1mpeachment mqmry was
not w1tness mnmldatlon : : : L

Tmrnp has drawn crlh(‘lsm for tweetmg eaﬂy in Yovanomtch’s testlmony that everywhere thé i .
car eer dlplomat was posted “turned bad ' : . : E

Yovanomtch %ald the tweets were very mtl_'ldatmg to her and other mtnebsos

But Whlte Hou%e spokeswoman Stephame Gmham 5ays. Trump d1d nothmg wxong ‘Rhe sav@ =
m a etdtement that the tweet% wele sunply the Premdeme opmlon, whmh heis: enntl.ed 0.

She s also crmcmed the hearmg asa pamsan pohtluﬂ process and tdiﬁallyiillegitima{e, S
chamde s;tacked agamst the Preqlden’c e

145pm

A Repubhcan Ia\wer ha% asked former Ambassador Marle ¥ ovcmowtch about effortq by -
Ukramlan ofﬁczals to under mme Donald Trump s 2016 preeldenhai campawn :

GOP Iawy er Steve Castor ¢ od a 2016 opwed n The H}ll newspaper, wmtten by Ukrame s ‘chen o
am Jassador 0o the US;, Wthh cnncmed Tmmp for comments’ that appeared to suggest
Rusela s annexatlon of Cmmea was vahd Ukrame strong]y opposes the annexatlon .

Cas‘cor sald the op-ed showed that Ukralman ofﬁaals supported Hﬂlary Clmton in the 2016
campaign, addmg that the ambassador saxd sorne nasty thmgs abou’c Trump in the op«ed
and on 'I‘w1tter L : .

Yovanowtch rephed “Some’omes that happens an soc:al medla "

Her comment came hour@ after 'h'ump attacked Yovanowtch on’ Tw1tter as she began her ‘
tesmnony in the 1mpeachment mqmry Trump tweeted “Everywhere Mane Yovanowtch went .
turnedbad” o L o L .

Democrats caH the tweet mtness 1nt1m1dat10n

hittps:/Hapnews.com/2f420045618b4106b6£a7419a3d75b8e[12/20/2019 2:00:35 PM)
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120pm

Former U S Ambassador to Ukrame Marla Yovanovrtch is rejectmg the notlon that Ukrame -
tned to mterfere m the 2016 pre51dent1al electlon, as Presnlent Donald Trump has proposed -

Trump has saxd that Ukrame tmed to “take me down

)

Test1fymg in Fmday S 1mpeachment heanng, Yovancmtch saxd “we dtdn t really see it that o

She noted that the U S mtelhgence commumty “has concluswely determmed” that those who L
mterfered m that electlon were m Russxa :

Yovanovltch also pushed back agamst Trump s suggestlons that former Vlce PI esulent Joe .
Biden was purqumg hlh ‘own mtorests in Ukraine durmg Premden’c Barack Obama s .
admimstratlon She b&ld he was pursumg ofhmal 154 S pohcy

wbo p)m

The: top Republx(‘an on the Ilouse Intelh gence Comrmttee is argumg that former U S
Ambassador Marie Yovanowtch 15 not a materlal fact wuness in the House 1mpeachment
pro‘be of Presldent Donal(;l Trump Sl

Caleorma Rep Devm ’\lunes said the detaxls of her May ouster at Trump s diree’uon area L
human resources 1ssue, ms‘lead ofa matter relevant o the Democrat~lecl mvebtlganon

Democrats are mvestlgatmo Trump S dealmgs w1th Ukrame and hlS dlrect appeals to the L
country to mvesngate Democrats They say Yovanom‘cch S dmmssal set the stage fora separate} o
pohcy charmel lead by Trump s lawyer Rudy Gmham Gmham pushed for her ﬁrmg :

Nunes noted that she had not talked to Trump this’ year or been part of preparatlons for a July S
phone call in wlnch Trump asked the Ukrammn pre31dent for the 1nvest1gatrons :

12: 35pm -

House Speaker Nancy Pelosn says wrmess mtxrmdatlon isa or1me

But she S stoppmg just short of saymg that PreS1dent Donald Trump crossed that hne w1th a
tweet attackmg the: former U. 8. ambassador to Ukrame as she testlfied in the House
impeachment hearings. ‘ S
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fhe Cahforma Democrat told reporters she’d not seen Trump s tweet He wrote that every
eountrv where Marle Yovanowtch worked as an envoy turned ba F
Asked 1f that tweet was wfmess mtlmldatxon, Pdom sald “Wltness mumldatmn is a crlme :

She sald onie questlon was 1f such actions by Trump were “keepm people from gmng facts L
and then saymg, ‘You don t have the facts » ¢ . . L

Asked 1f Trump S tweet was appropmate, she says, “Approprlate and pre31dent m the same. o
sentenee? Come on. Why would we start makmg that Judgment now'c’” : :

1‘7 15 p m.

Two Repubhcan lawmakels a’c I“ndayks 1mpedchment heamng w1th former U Ambassatloi'{to .
Ukrame Mame Yovanovfcch ajy they thmk her teetlmony is 11 relevant .

Rep Scm:t Pelry of Penmylvama saxd Yox anovxtch 1s Ya vexy hice. 1ady but he beheves
Democmte are usmg her. Rep: M’l)‘k Meadows of North Carohna sayq the pubhc is Juc“,t o
Iearmng about her feelmve S : o

Yovanowtch desmbed her ouster in M ay at’lh mmp i du eetxon and a campmgn agmnst her bv o
flrump s Iawyer, Rudy Gmham 'Ihe 1mpeaehment mvestlaatmn is lookmg at Trump and ‘ ‘ .
ﬂuham s efforts to pugh Ukrame toinvestigdte Demou ats She was ousted before 4 July call .

m whlch Trump asked Ukrzuman Preeldent Volodvrm T Zelenskw for the mvestxgatlom. L

House Intelhgence Co1nm1ttee Chau"man Adam Schnft sald Yovanontch’s ouster “helped set L
the stage for an 1rregular channel” of conductmg Ukrame pohcy that was used to push for ’rhe e
mves’uganons ; : i e : i : ;

11 35 a m

The No 3 Repubhcan m the Houqe says Pres1dent Donald Trump was wrong to post tweet% .
critical of former Ambassador Mane Yovanowtch durmg her testlmony xn the 1mpeachment L
hearmgs ‘ o : ‘

Rep Liz Cheney said Yovanowtch c}early is somebody who S been a pubhc servant to the
Umted States for decades and I don t thmk the preSIdent should have done ‘rhat

The Wyommg Repubhcan served m semor Sta’[e Department roles when her father, Dxck

hitps://apnews.com/2f412004561 80410606741 9a3d75b8e[12/20/2019 2:00:35 PM]
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Cheney, was vice presrdent and she has been more supportrve of the career dlplomats that
have so far testrfred than some other Repubhcans L

Trump tweeted about Yovanovrtch as she was answermg questrons frorn Iawmakers notmg’f‘ :
that she’d once served in Somaha and addmg, f‘How did that go?” He tweeted “Everywhere o
Marle Yovanowtch went turned bad T ~ » ‘

1055am

Former Ambassador to Ukrame Marle Yovanovrtch says Pri emdent Donald Trump § tweets : ;
about her dumng her testrmony m the lmpeachment heamngs are very 1nt1m1dat1ng to her L
and other wrtnesses ' . o L L o

Trump tweeted abou‘c Yovanovrrch as. she was answermg questrons from lawmakers notme,‘: : ‘
that she 4 onee served | i Somaha and addmg, “How did that go?” He tweeted “Fverywhere . e
Mdme Yov&nomtch went tumed bad “ o : :

Yovanowtch responded to l”mmp 5 charoe, eaymg, “I don’t ti ‘nk I have such powers, She sald e
she and her colleagues have lmproved cond mons m plaoes whex ¢ they ve ser‘; ed

Yovanovnch was abruptly dumped a8 U 5. ambassador W0 Ukrame thls sprmg State o
Department ofﬁclals newer m’nmzed her performanc,e . : e

The c:areer dlplomat tesnﬁed Fndav that she’d been felled bv a smear edmpdrgn orchestrated‘
hy Trump and hlS alhes o c - L ‘ ‘

10353m

Former Ambassador to Ukrame Mame Yovartowtch says she was s told bv a colleague that “the o
color dramed from iy § face “as she read a rough transcrlpt of a phone call between Presrdent‘
Donald Trump and Ukramran Presrdent Volodymyr Zelenskry in whxch Trump sald e

Yovanovrtch was gomg to £0 through some thmgs

The rough transcrrpt was released in September, months aﬁer Yovanovrtch was: ousted from ‘_ L
the 30b at Trump $ drrectron She told lawmakers at the second House 1mpeachment hearmg ‘
Fmday that 1t felt hke a Vague threat : : : : Sann

Yovanovltch sard it was a temb]e moment and that words farl her even now to descrlbe 1t

She sald 1t was hard to beheve ‘the presrdent would talk to any ambassador Iike that to a
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foreign head of state, and it was me. I mean, I couldn’t believe it.”

10: 30 am

Former U S Ambassador to Ukralne Mane Yovanawtch says she was devastated when she k
learned Presuient Denald Trump wanted 10 remove her from her post .

A top State Department efﬁmal told Yovanovltch in Apnl to come baek to Washmgton from
Ukrame ‘on the next plane : ; S L

Yovan(mtch told Congress Fmday that Deputv becretary Qf State J ohn Sulhvan sald the L
wor ds that every forelgn servme offlcer fears “‘The presuient has lost conﬁdence in you : That: ;
wasa temble thmg to hear

bullwan teld her tha’c Secretary of State Mﬂ\e:Pompen ‘Was no longer able to pmtect herfrom o :
attacks led by Trump 5 pemonal a’ctorney, Rudy Gmham : :

Yovanowtch satd: the call made me feei temb]e After '33 yeals of semce m cmr countrv t
was 1101; the W'1y I wanted mv careem 1o end 2 L ; iR

10 20 a 111

Pormer U S Ambassader to Ukrame Mame Yovanovﬁch savs she was tc)ld last Apnl by a State e
Depar’cment OfflCla] to return: to the United States on the next plane because of_con‘cems up R
the street” = a phrase he unders O d to mean the thte House ' ‘ - e

Yovanovxtch sald she recewed the eaH at1 1a. rom an ofﬁcml who qald she needed to come :
home rxght away. The person said there were concerne about her securltv :

She asked 1f that meant her physwal secumty The person saxd no.

Yovanomteh sald thle was” extremely 1rregular and she argued. But she eventually retumed
where she 1earned that PreSIdent Donald Trump no Ionger wanted her to serve L :

10 153m

Mame Yovanowtch says she had a reputatlon for champlonmg antl—corruptlon mterests in
Ul\rame . : . : .

hittps:/lapnews.com/2£420045618b4106b6£a7419a3d75b8e[ 12/20/2019 2:00:35 PM]
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Yovanovitch, who was recalled last spring from her job as U.S. ambassador to Ukraine, said
under questmnmg from Rep Adam SChlf that that work may have upset certam ofﬁelals 1n
Ukrame : : ; ~ o

She says State Department 0ff1c1als trled to produce a statement of support for her after her

abmpt fecall fiom her ‘post, but she wa@ told that effort was un successful because the ofﬁmals : o :

feared thelr message would be undercut by the pre81dent

She qays she was told that she had lost the pre31dent s conﬁdence cmd ﬂew from Ukrame on ?‘
the same ddy as the mauguratmn of Ukrame s pre51dent o

107 10 a ll’l

Pres:dent Donald Irump is attackmg a mmess in House Democrats 1mpmchment mqmry
whxle she i5 !:estlfymg before lawmakers : Lo : :

Trump tweets that everywhere that former Ambaseader to Ukrame Marle Y(mmovxtch went ;&
“turned bad.” : e

Notmg her. postmgs in the ferelgn serwce, Trump save “She started otf in Somaha, how dld o
that go'r’” ‘ : : : :

'hump says he has the absolute rlght to appmnt ambasmdors

X ovanowtch is a caréer fm‘etgu semce ofﬁcer witha solld reputahon She testlﬁed }«rldav that -
ahe was the - mctun of “a campaign of dxsmfermanon that used unofﬁcmi back ehannels
leadmg to her removal from Ukrame E : :

9 452 m L
Former U S Ambassador to Ukrame Marle Yevanovfcch has to]d Cengress that aﬁacks from
corrupt mterests have created a cr1s1s at the State Dept e :

Yovanowtch b1 testlfymg Openly before the House Intelhgence Commxttee in 1ts 1mpeachment‘
mqmry mto Presxdent Donald Trump . Y S anmaine

She told Iawmal\ers that she was the vzctlm of a campalgn of dlsmformahon” ‘rhat used
“unofficial back channele leadln«T to her remeval from Ukrame She saysit contmues to

amaze her that Amencans partnered wu;h “Ukramlans who preferred to play by the old o _f

corrupt rules”in pushmg for her removal,
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Yovahovitc}f is éléo sounaing alarm that senior State Deparmi‘ent' officials did not defend her - ‘
from attacks from the presrdent s alhes mcludmg former N ew York Mayor Rudy Gluham She E
is telhng ]awmakers about a cmsxs in the State Department . o

She says “The State Department i bemg hollowed out f1 om wn“hm at A competmve and
complex hme on the world stag,,e G : : :

C} 3551“1

The top Repubhcan on the House Inteﬂigenoe Commlttee hae read aloud a momo cl ulated
by the White House that summamzes the first convereatlon between Pre51de11t Donald Trump
atid his newly elected Ukramlan eounterpart o S :

The flrst conversatlon took place in Aprﬂ after the electlon of Volodymyr Zelenskly It C()l'lSlStS f
largelv of pleasantr;es and words of congratulatlons ‘ .

The Whlte House made a record of the conversatlon pubhc at the start of the House .
1mpeachment hearmg on Fnday i S '

Rep Devm Nunes, the top Repubhcan on the House Intelhgence Comlmttee, read the
document aloud to suggest that there was nothmg untoward m the conversanon

Rep Adam SChlff the commlttee ¢ klrman sald Trump should also* release the thousands of ~._' o
other records that he has mstructed the State Department not to release o :

930am

House Intelhgence Commmee Chamman Adam Sehxff eays former Ambc\ssador to Ukrame S :
Mame Y ’van(mtch was. m]eared and cast a51de bv Preeldent Donald Trump because she was
c-onsldered an obstacle to hlb per sonal and pohtlcal avenda

Openmg the second pubhc House 1mpeachment hearmg, ‘?ehlff sald the quesuon iy t whether . E
'I‘rump could 1ecall Yovanovxtch but why would he want to'?” g :

Yovanowtoh tes‘uﬁed behmd closed doors Iast month 1hat she was told to ! watch her bac
before <;he was ousted m May as Tmmp Iawyer Rudy Gmham led a shadow forelgn pohcy

Sohncf sald pushback at the State Department falled When it became clear that Trump wanted - . .
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Repubhcan Rep Devm Nunes said the hearmgs were * spectacles for Democrats to adyveocejk
thelr operatlon to topple a duly elected pre51dent : s

gam

The House has opened a second day of Trump 1mpeaehment hearmge w1th Marle

Yovanowtch the former us. ambassador to Ukrame who was suddenly recalled back to the -

u. S by Presrdent Donald Trump

Yovanowtch 1s expected to testlfy about her ouster, W]uch another diplomat has called a : o
smear campaugn agamst her by Trump alhes ‘ : : -

The hve publlc heamngs by the House Intelhgcnce Commlttee are bemg held to detem’n ne
whether Trump should be removed ﬁ Om ofhce over hle actrons toward Ukrame ‘

"lhe mvestlgatlon centers o Trump s July 25 phone call when he asked the new Ukrame .
preezdent for a favor ot mvestrgate Democrats and potentxal .2020 rival Joe Blden e as the‘ S
thte House was Mthholdmg mxhlary md to the Faetern European natlon. : :

Yovanovltch and othiers have descrlbecl Rudv Gmham‘, Trump 4 personal lawver as leadmg
wh atone: called an 1rregul ar ehanne outslde thie d:tplomaue mamstream of 18 S Ukrame ‘
relatmns o :

835am

’Ihe former U S Ambassador to Ukrame has arrlved on Capltol Hl]l to testlfv in the Trump
1mpeachment mqmry : : : . E o

Mane Yovanowtch i the wrrness for the second dav of pubhc hearmgs She s expected to tell -
lawmakers about her sudden ousteras Presxdent Donald I’rump recalled the career :
ambassador back to the Umted States. G S o

Other dlplomats testlfymg in the mvestlgatlon have defended Yovanowteh saymg she was the o

target of “smear” campalgn by the presulent s alhes She has served both Democratm and
Repubhcan presrdents R . . : : :

The rare nnpeachment mqmry is: focused on Trump S actlons toward Ukrame Democrats say
it amounts to brlbery, a5 the pre51dent w1thheld m]htary aid: to Ukrame whlle he pushed the . o
country to investigate rwal Democrats, mcludmg Jog: Blden e
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Trempc‘aﬂs the probe a hoax and says he did :net‘h.in‘g wroi;g. -

The House mll hear from a smgular w1tness Fnday m the Tmmp 1mpeachment hearmgs
\/Iane Yovanowtch the fermer U S. ambassador to Ukrame who was targeted by the
preszdent s alhes in a’ smear campaxgn now central to the probe

The career d1p]omat whe served both Repubhcan and Democratlc premdents, is e\{pected to: ; ’
relay her strkag story of bemg suddenly recalled by Dona]d Trump and told to ‘watch my -
ba(k . It was all part of a svmftly developmg, seriey of events that seunded a]arms ab()ut the
Whlte House s shadew forelgn pohcy : S

Fuday 1s the %eccnd ddy of publm heamngs to conslder removmg Amerma 45th premden’c .
Denmcrats aud Repubhcans are hardemng the]r messa ges to voteu, as the}, try to swav voter .
opmxon anud a deeply polanzed pubhc

The House wﬂl hear from a qmgular w1tne<s Fmday in the Tmmp 1mpeach1nent hearlng*; .
Marie Yovan(mtch the former U.S. ambassador to Ukraine who was targeted by the - o
premdent s alhes in a mnear Lampalgn now central to the mqulry ‘
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SAT, JUN 9, 2018

Director of National Intelligence Dan Coats: ‘Look at
the Actions of the Russian State, Not Putin’s
Pronouncements’

Transcript

European Union International Organizations Polities & Diplomacy, Russia

United States and Canada

Russian President Viadimir Putin’s actions “demonstrate that he seeks to sow divisions within and between those in the
West who adhere to democratic norms,” Director of National Intelligence Dan Coats said at a8 meeting co-hosted by the
Atlantic Council In Normandy, France, on June 8. (Reuters/Leah Millis)

f-th i tats t-putin-s-pr...  1/8
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Remarks as prepared for delivery by
The Honorable Dan Coats
Director of National Intelligence
Tocqueville Conversation
Friday, June 8, 2018
Normandy, France

Good evening, and sincere thanks to the Atlantic Council, Le Figaro, and the Tocquevilie
Foundation for organizing this important conversation about Democracy in the West.

| enjoyed catching up with Atlantic council board member and a long-time friend Ambassador
Boyden Gray and the Atlantic Council’s Executive Vice President Damon Wilson just a few
minutes ago.

Jeff Gedmin and | were also able to spend a few minutes together ~ both of us were
previously posted In Berlin,

Last but certainly not least | would like to acknowledge former U.S. Ambassador to France
and my close friend Craig Stapieton, who is here tonight. Craig, a member of the board of
directors for the Tocgueville foundation is the reason | am here,

So if you don't like or agree with my remarks today, you can blame Craig.

There is no better venue to address the issue of democracy in the West than here in
Normandy.

Duty prevented me from attending the D-Day ceremony, where Allied forces landed on the
nearby beaches to liberate the continent. It was on this ground, in those uncertain days,

https://www.atlanticcouncil org/commentary/iranscript/director-of-national-intelligence-dan-coats-look-at-the-actions-of-the-russian-state-not-putin-s-pr... ~ 2/8
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where decisive action was required and blood was shed to protect our threatened
democracies.

And a century before that, Normandy was home to the famed 19 century French philosopher
of democracy in America.

The writings of Alexis De Tocqueville and the on-going work of the Tocqueville foundation has
helped generations of Americans better understand the American political experiment.

As a stranger in a strange land, his insights on US society, culture, politics, and institutions still
strike contemporary readers as prescient and powerful,

For the rest of the world-~inciuding his fellow French citizens—his work still provides an early
warning of the challenges and opportunities offered by the growth of democracy and political
equality.

I can’t help but wonder what Tocqueville would assess if he returned to America today?

To be sure, he would see a democracy that is messy and flawed. As Winston Churchill said,
“Democracy is the worst form of government, except for all those others that have been tried
from time to time.”

But Tocqueville would also see that our democratic experiment has endured many challenges,
not least of which include a civil war, two world wars, a cold war, numerous regional conflicts,
terrorist attacks, and foreign efforts 1o undermine our democratic process.

Together we have successfully met these challenges at great cost of lives and treasure.

My purpose at this conference is to explore how we can continue and strengthen our
democracies to ensure they endure for future generations.

"l approach this question through the lens of my role as the leader of the U.S. Intelligence
Community.

In my current position, my responsibility Is to focus on foreign threats to our democracy — and
refrain from commenting on politics in the U.S. It is not pretty.

Frankly, | welcome this limitation. As a former U.S. Senator and member of the House of
Representatives, | am acutely aware of the current state of U.S, politics,

So in the context of my current position, Pll offer my perspective on two topics:

One is the foundational role of intelligence in understanding the foreign threats to our
democracies — and P'll talk particularly about the threat from Russia,

And the second is the importance of enduring relationships and information-sharing with our
European allies in the face of these threats,

As | see every day in our intelligence reports, we live in a time of uncertainty, turmoil and peril
for western democracies.

From Russia’s renewed aggression, to China’s global ambitions, to the persistent threat of
terrorism, democracy and faith in our national institutions are under assault.
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In addressing these threats, our roie in the Intelligence Community is to gain understanding of
these threats and provide essential insights to our policymakers.

It requires that we produce objective, unvarnished, non-political assessments.

And it requires that we tune out the daily political controversies and maintain focus on current
challenges and the looming threats on the horizon.

In our business, we must adhere to the very foundational basis for intelligence agencies.

By that | mean we must seek and speak the truth, offer facts and assessments based on facts,
but not opinions.

I consistently remind our workforce to remain focused on the mission, regardless of the
political environment.

While our work is largely a human endeavor and therefore can be flawed, we strive to be
seekers of the truth — to understand the world as it is, rather than how we would like it to be,

At our best, we help to frame debates, set the parameters for discussions, and present a core
set of facts and assessments, all of which serves as the basis for our leaders to make informed
decisions.

This is our goal — an aspiration made all the more important by today’s cacophony of voices
and opinions.

Qur assessments aren’t always popular, or what our policy makers had hoped to hear, but
these clear-eyed assessments are necessary — as Tocqueville might have put it — to help
“educate democracy.”

And they are necessary to help the US and our allies navigate what is the most complex,
volatile, and challenging threat environment since World War 1L,

Among these threats, we are particularly concerned by external actors working to exacerbate
existing soclal divides in our countries and undermine our democratic order.

Some—particularly Russia—have pursued and will pursue even more aggressive cyber-attacks
and disinformation campaigns with the intent of degrading our democratic values and
weakening our alliances.

While I'm on the topic of Russian malign activity, I'd like to take a second to speak some truth
with regards to Russia’s behavior.

And by behavior, | mean their actions..., not their words,

in 2016, Russia conducted an unprecedented influence campaign to interfere in the US
electoral and political process.

It is 2018, and we continue to see Russian targeting of American soclety in ways that could
affect our midterm elections.
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Last year, in France, Russian actors conducted hack and release campaigns against President
Macron during the French elections.

Last year, Russia conducted similar operations against German and Norwegian political
candidates in an effort o undermine politicians critical of Russia.

Last year, Russian actors attempted to exploit divisions in Spain over Catalonia in an effort to
weaken the Spanish government.

Last year, the Russian military attacked Ukraine with a disruptive cyber-attack... that affected
thousands of computer users and cost billions of dollars in damages worldwide. It was the
muost damaging cyber attack to date,

And, just three months ago, Russian agents attempted to kill two people in the UK using a
nerve agent -~ endangering the lives of hundreds of innocent people nearby, inciuding
children.

Viadimir Putin says he wants a united and prosperous Europe because it is Russia's biggest
trade and economic pattner, yet all one needs o do is look at the actions of the Russian state,
not Putin's pronouncements.

Invading Ukraine, seizing Crimea, attacking individuals in the UK with nerve agent, conducting
cyber-attacks against multiple EU countries, and undermining the energy resources of Eastern
European countries do not strike me as unifying actions.

1 could go on... but i think my point is obvious.

These Russian actions are purposeful and premeditated and they represent an all-out assault,
by Vladimir Putin, on the rule of law, Western ideals and democratic norms.

His actions demonstrate that he seeks to sow divisions within and between those in the West
who adhere to democratic norms.

This should not be a surprise. President Putin openly acknowledges that his experience in the
KGB has established his approach to politics.

Perhaps that is why he thrives in an environment of cynicism, lies, and misdirection.

He arrests those who dare to run against him in elections and then celebrates when he
receives 76% of the popular vote.

The facts and international faw are clear and hard to refute. Which is why the Kremlin resorts
to accusations of "Russophobia” and lies when we hold the Russian government accountable
for their actions,

These accusations hold no weight and reflect the old legal saying, “When the facts are your
side, pound the facts, When the law is on your side, pound the law. When neither the facts nor
the law is on your side, pound the table.”

In the face of this common threat, our history of relationships with our democratic allies in
Europe bears particular importance.

Our ties are longstanding and durable.
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They are forged over time and distance, through common purpose and shared sacrifice.

And our ability to share information, knowledge, and insights about common threats is a
foundational pillar of our collective intelligence capabilities, and it would be naive to think that
these threats will dissipate.

And so our cooperation against these threats is a challenge that together we must engage in.
Of course, our relationships will inevitably ebb and flow.

We will have differences over policies. We always have, but our overarching relationships have
endured.

L arrived in Germany in September of 2001 and my 2™ day on the job as the U.S. Ambassador
was September ", 2001,

in the days and months that followed that fateful day we developed a remarkable partnership
with the Germans in our joint efforts against terrorism.

During that same time period though, the U.S. relationship with France soured to the point that
US Embassies in Europe received guidance from Washington that we were to stop serving
French wine.

This wasn't a big problem for our Embassy in Berlin — our wine cellar was stocked with
German and American wine.

But [ called our then Ambassador in France — Howard Leach — 1o see how they were faring
with this State Department requirement.

He reported they too had received the instructions from Washington.

He assured me that they were honoring the guidance 1o get rid of their stock of French wine...
one bottle at a time.

Almost twenty years later, those differences are memories of the past.
And we now see the center of gravity in Europe shifting toward France.

President Macron is clearly taking a more assertive role in addressing European and global
challenges.

And our intelligence cooperation with the French is quite strong and hopefully will continue to
grow.

One of the benefits of this trip is the opportunity I have to visit with and strengthen ties to my
intelligence and security counterparts here in France,

Meanwhile, as a former Ambassador to Germany, I'm personally disappointed to see that
Germany — the country most capable of providing strength and resources to Europe ~ isn't
punching up to its weight.
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Our expectation is that our partners will join us in countering malign aggression and giobal
threats.

In doing so, they are not taking a political stand, but a stand to guard and sustain our security
and democratic values.

True cooperation requires that we all contribute our fair share of our unique expertise,
capabilities, and resources because the threats we are facing are simply too complex to tackle
alone,

Recognizing that the United States cannot be the sole global security guarantor.

Or this point it should be noted that we have appreciated President Macron’s willingness to
take a greater role in global and regional security issues,

Cooperation also requires that we see beyond the ebb and flow of policy disputes, and
maintain our steady collaboration on vital security interests.

In this sense, we must support European institutions, like NATO, that are both the target and
deterrent to malign aggression.

P've been an enthusiastic supporter of the new NATO intelligence division under the
leadership of my German friend Arndt Freitag von Loringhoven.

This newly established inteliigence arm of NATO creates a mechanism to coordinate and
integrate intelligence among member states.

This is similar to the approach we have taken in the United States to integrate the 17 elements
our Intelligence Community.

in doing so, we bring to life Aristotle’s dictum that the whole is greater than the sum of the
parts.

The Russian threat in particular has awakened Europe to the need to reinvigorate NATO and
bolster our collective defenses.

Allow me to repeat this again...

The Russians are actively seeking to divide our Alliance, and we must not allow that to
happen.

And so | call on all of our allies to carry their share of the burden and shared responsibility we
have to address the challenge of our tirme,

As I conclude, let me acknowledge that I know that governing a democracy is complex and
difficult.

After all, | served in the U.S. Congress for most of my career with a front row seat to the
difficulty of legisiating in a toxic public environment.

But | urge us all to look beyond the day-to-day headlines, individual policy differences, and the
fractious politics in our countries,

hitps:/ivww.atlanticcouncil.org/commentary/transcript/director-of-national-inteffigence-dan-coats-look-at-the-actio f-th ian-stat tputin-s-pr...  7/8




15667

121

1/1/2020 Director of National Intelligence Dan Coats: 'Look at the Actions of the Russian State, Not Putin's Pronouncements’ - Atlantic Council

And remain focused on the long-term trajectory of the threats we face and the cooperation we
need to address those threats.

Seventy-four years ago, our forefathers fought, bled, and sacrificed their lives to free a
continent from fascism.

Today, we honor that sacrifice by recommitting ourselves to the democratic values that
Tocqueville articulated.

Standing together in defense of the democratic order should be and must be our humber one
priority.

We owe this to our forefathers, to those who lie below the thousands of white marble crosses
in military cemeteries in Europe, America, and around the world, and to our public today, and
finally to all those that will inherit the foundational values of democracy, life, liberty and the
pursuit of happiness.

Thank you.
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Trump denies discussing Ukraine investigations with Sondland
in July phone call

During a press conference with Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan on Wednesday,
President Trump said he knows nothing about an alleged July 26 phone call with EU
Ambassador Gordon Sondland in which he is reported to have asked about the status of
Ukrainian investigations he sought into the Bidens and the 2016 election.
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'T know nothing about that. First time I've heard it. The one thing I've seen that Sondland said is
that he did speak with me with for a brief moment and [ said "no quid pro quo under

any circumstances.” And that's true. But ['ve never heard this. In any event, it is more secondhand

information, but I've never heard it."

~ Prasident Trump

Why it matters: In the first public impeachment hearing on Wednesday, acting U.S. Ambassador
to Ukraine Bill Taylor revealed that he had been informed of the new revelation by a staff

member last Friday.

= The staff member, which has since been confirmed to be David Holmes, told Taylor that he
overheard Trump discuss "the investigations" in Ukraine with Sondland the day after

Trump's July 25 call with Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky.

« Sondland later told Holmes that Trump cared more about "the investigations of Biden" than

Ukraine itself, according to Taylor
» Holmes has been called by House investigators to testify behind closed doors on Friday.

The big picture: The new detail suggests that Trump was more personally involved in Sondland
and other U.S. officials' efforts to get Ukraine to announce these investigations, which have been
condemned by Democrats and many of the impeachment witnesses as political.

Go deeper: Highlights from the impeachment hearing
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