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THE WHITE HOUSE,
Washington, November 2, 2018.

Hon. PAuL D. RyaN,

Speaker of the House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: In accordance with section 506A(c)(2) of the
Trade Act of 1974, as amended (19 U.S.C. 2466a(c)(2)), I am pro-
viding notice of my intent to terminate the designation of the Is-
lamic Republic of Mauritania (Mauritania) as a beneficiary sub-Sa-
haran African country under the African Growth and Opportunity
Act (AGOA).

I am taking this step because I have determined that the Gov-
ernment of Mauritania has not established, or is not making con-
tinual progress toward establishing, the protection of internation-
ally recognized worker rights, as required by section 104 of the
AGOA.

In particular, Mauritania has made insufficient progress toward
combating forced labor, specifically, the scourge of hereditary slav-
ery. Despite intensive engagement with the United States, the Gov-
ernment of Mauritania has failed to meet critical required bench-
marks to address these issues to date.

Accordingly, I intend to terminate the designation of Mauritania
as a beneficiary sub-Saharan African country under the AGOA as
of January 1, 2019. I will continue to assess whether the Govern-
ment of Mauritania is making continual progress toward estab-
lishing the protection of internationally recognized worker rights
for potential reinstatement of eligibility in accordance with the
AGOA eligibility requirements.

Sincerely,

DoNALD J. TRUMP.
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