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THE WHITE HOUSE,
Washington, December 31, 2002.

Hon. J. DENNIS HASTERT,

Speaker of the House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to section 306(d) of the Homeland
Security Act of 2002 (the “Act”), and in accordance with the De-
partment of Homeland Security Reorganization Plan of November
25, 2002 (the “Reorganization Plan”), notification is hereby given
that the functions, personnel, assets, and liabilities of the life
sciences activities related to microbial pathogens of the Biological
and Environmental Research Program of the Department of Energy
(the “transferred life sciences activities”), including the functions of
the Secretary of Energy relating thereto, shall be transferred to the
Secretary of Homeland Security on March 1, 2003. In accordance
with section 306(d) of the Act, please transmit this notification to
the appropriate congressional committees.

The reason for such transfer is that the transferred life sciences
activities were inaugurated to assist in counterterrorism research
and development by identifying biomolecular “signatures” (often re-
ferred to as “biosignatures”) of pathogens in order to enhance the
capability of the United States Government to detect an act of bio-
terrorism and to identify the source of the biological agent used in
any such act. Pursuant to the Act, the primary responsibility with-
in the United States Government for the research and development
of biosignatures of pathogens for use in counterterrorism efforts
will now rest with the Secretary of Homeland Security, and there-
fore the Department of Homeland Security will be the proper loca-
tion for the transferred life sciences activities.

The effect of such transfer on the activities of the Department of
Energy will be to transfer the primary responsibility for research
and development of biosignatures of pathogens for wuse in
counterterrorism efforts, and the functions, assets (including
funds), and liabilities relating to such activities, from the Depart-
ment of Energy to the Department of Homeland Security. It is not
anticipated that any Department of Energy personnel will be trans-
ferred to the Department of Homeland Security in connection with
such transfer, because no Department of Energy personnel are
dedicated exclusively to the transferred life sciences activities. Not-
withstanding the transfer of the transferred life sciences activities,
it is presently anticipated that a substantial portion of the affected
research and development activities will continue to be conducted
at Department of Energy national laboratories and sites in accord-
ance with section 309 of the Act.

Pursuant to sections 303(1)(B) and 303(1)(D) of the Act, I pre-
viously designated in the Reorganization Plan that the transferred
life sciences activities and the nuclear smuggling programs and ac-
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tivities within the proliferation detection program of the non-
proliferation and verification research and development program of
the Department of Energy, including the functions of the Secretary

of Energy relating thereto, shall be transferred to the Secretary of
Homeland Security on March 1, 2003.
Sincerely,

GEORGE W. BUSH.
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