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House Concurrent Resolution 448

Whereas on September 11, 2001, thousands of innocent people were killed and
injured in combined terrorist attacks involving four hijacked airliners, the World
Trade Center, and the Pentagon;

Whereas in the aftermath of the attacks, thousands more were left grieving
for beloved family and friends, livelihoods were compromised, and businesses and
property were damaged and lost;

Whereas the greatest loss of life, personal injury, and physical destruction oc-
curred in and was sustained by the City of New York;

Whereas government and the American people responded decisively, through
the bravery, sacrifice and toil of the fire and rescue workers, law enforcement,
building trades, caregivers, Armed Forces, and millions more who through their
many expressions of care and compassion brought forth comfort, hope, and the
promise of recovery;

Whereas the City of New York attended to the aftermath of the destruction
of the World Trade Center with profound respect for the victims and compassion
to the survivors;

Whereas the City of New York has invited the Congress to meet at the site
of the original Federal Hall, where the First Congress of the United States con-
vened on March 4, 1789; Now, therefore be it

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the Senate concurring), That, in remem-
brance of the victims and the heroes of September 11, 2001, and in recognition
of the courage and spirit of the City of New York, the Congress shall conduct
a special meeting in Federal Hall in New York, New York, on September 6,
2002.



House Concurrent Resolution 487

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the Senate concurring),

SECTION 1. AUTHORIZING PRINTING OF VOLUME OF TRAN-
SCRIPTS OF NEW YORK CITY MEETING AND STATEMENTS OF
TERRORIST ATTACKS OF SEPTEMBER 11.

(a) IN GENERAL.—A volume consisting of the transcripts of the ceremonial
meeting of the House of Representatives and Senate in New York City on Sep-
tember 6, 2002, and a collection of statements by Members of the House of
Representatives and Senators on the terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001, shall
be printed as a House document under the direction of the Joint Committee
on Printing, with suitable binding.

(b) STATEMENTS TO BE INCLUDED IN VOLUME.—A statement by a Member
of the House of Representatives or a Senator on the terrorist attacks of September
11, 2001, shall be included in the volume printed under subsection (a) if the
statement—

(1) was printed in the Congressional Record prior to the most recent date on
which the House of Representatives adjourned prior to the date of the regularly
scheduled general election in November 2002; and

(2) is approved for inclusion in the volume by the Committee on House Ad-
ministration of the House of Representatives (in the case of a statement by a
Member of the House), or the Committee on Rules and Administration of the
Senate (in the case of a statement by a Senator).

SEC. 2. NUMBER OF COPIES.

The number of copies of the document printed under section 1 shall be 15,000
casebound copies, of which—

(1) 15 shall be provided to each Member of the House of Representatives;

(2) 25 shall be provided to each Senator; and

(3) the balance shall be distributed by the Joint Committee on Printing to
Members of the House of Representatives and Senators, based on requests submit-
ted to the Joint Committee by Members and Senators.

SEC. 3. MEMBER DEFINED.

In this concurrent resolution, the term “Member of the House of Representa-

tives” includes a Delegate or Resident Commissioner to the Congress.
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Commemorative Joint Meeting of the
Congress of the United States in
Federal Hall, New York, NY

Friday, September 6, 2002

The SPEAKER. The special ceremonial meeting will be in order.

The invocation will be given by the Reverend Daniel P. Coughlin,
Chaplain of the House of Representatives.

The Chaplain of the House of Representatives, the Reverend Daniel
P. Coughlin, offered the following invocation:

Lord God, this is a day of history. Bless this exceptional joint meeting
of the 107th Congress which commemorates the tragic events that occurred
here last September 11. The gaping hole left in this city tore into the fabric
of this Nation, but there was no greater suffering than in New York.

Once again, we commend to Your loving mercy, the victims, survivors,
and their families. We also honor those public servants and ordinary citizens
who joined professionals in healing wounds and rebuilding lives in this
proud city of life and diversity.

Gathered in this historic place, You alone can renew us as You have
in the past. May the vision of the Founding Fathers come alive again in
this body politic to preserve the balance of power and assure the freedom
of the law-abiding people of this Nation.

The Bible here, used by George Washington when sworn in as Presi-
dent, speaks to Your consoling word: “I am with you.”

Lord God, today is Rosh Hashanah. The traditional Jewish New Year
prayer is for a good and sweet year. Many things You send us, Lord, are
good, but they may hurt or are hurried. So with our Jewish brothers and
sisters we pray today not only for a year of good things, but a year of sweet-
ness, a chance to relish the blessings of the world and the freedoms You
give us, and to enjoy the sweet kindness and love of one another.

May this be a good year for all Americans of all faiths, backgrounds,
and traditions. We pray for a good year for America and for the world.

Amen.



PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes the Honorable Jerrold Nadler,
Representative from New York, and the Honorable Harry Reid, Senator from
Nevada, to lead us in the Pledge of Allegiance to our flag.

Mr. Nadler and Senator Reid led the Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America, and to the
Republic for which it stands, one Nation under God, indivisible, with liberty
and justice for all.

The SPEAKER. Our national anthem will now be sung by LaChanze.

The national anthem was sung by LaChanze.

The SPEAKER. My colleagues, we are here in Federal Hall in New
York, NY, pursuant to H. Con. Res. 448 of the 107th Congress to conduct
a special ceremonial meeting in remembrance of the victims and the heroes
of September 11, 2001, and in recognition of the courage and the spirit of
the City of New York.

When representatives of the New York delegation introduced in the
House and the Senate in 2001 concurrent resolutions that suggested the Con-
gress convene outside the seat of government to symbolize the Nation’s soli-
darity with New Yorkers who epitomize the human spirit of courage, resil-
ience and strength, my initial reaction of support was tempered by the real-
ization that under article 1, section §, clause 4 of the Constitution, “Neither
House shall, without the consent of the other, adjourn to any other place
than that in which the two houses shall be sitting.”

There is no precedent for the convening of an actual session of Congress
outside the seat of government, but on one special occasion the Congress
engaged in ceremonial functions outside the seat of government. Members
of both houses traveled to Philadelphia on July 16, 1987, for organized festivi-
ties surrounding the bicentennial anniversary of the Constitution pursuant
to a similar concurrent resolution.

On the strength of the precedent of the uniquely historical and national
significance of that occasion, it is appropriate to dedicate another ceremonial
gathering to a matter of transcendent importance at another place of basic
institutional relevance to the Congress.

Thus, we are gathered in Federal Hall where the First Congress met
in 1789 before moving the third session of that Congress to Congress Hall
in Philadelphia, PA, in 1790.

Ladies and gentlemen, we are, therefore, meeting here under that prece-
dent.

The Chair recognizes the Honorable Richard B. Cheney, the Vice Presi-
dent of the United States and President of the U.S. Senate.
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Vice President CHENEY. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Each time Congress
meets, we are mindful of the great charge that we have all been given as
public servants. Assembled today in Federal Hall we are reminded of the
ones who served before us and those who served first. It is a humbling expe-
rience to stand on the site where the First Congress met, where the first
President was sworn in, where the Bill of Rights was introduced.

Every Member of the House and Senate and every citizen of this country
can draw a straight line from the events in Federal Hall to the life we all
know today. When Congress convened here, America was a Nation of scarce-
ly 4 million souls. The tallest structure in the city was Trinity Church,
which still stands at the corner of Broadway and Wall Street.

The roll call of that First Congress included signers of the Declaration
of Independence and men who marched in George Washington’s army. Two
gentlemen from Virginia still in their 30s served in that Congress. Their
names were Madison and Monroe. All the Members knew that great respon-
sibilities had come to them.

As Vice President John Adams observed, “A trust of the greatest mag-
nitude is committed to this legislature and the eyes of the world are upon
you.”

In their actions, the Members of the First Congress met that test. And
although this city was the Nation’s Capital for only a short time, from those
early days, the eyes of the world have continued to be on New York. One
year ago, this great center of history, enterprise, and creativity suffered the
gravest of cruelties and showed itself to be a place of valor and generosity
and grace. Here, where so many innocent lives were suddenly taken, the
world saw acts of kindness and heroism that will be remembered forever.

When President Bush introduced Mayor Giuliani and Governor Pataki
at the joint session last September, it was, said one New Yorker, as if the
Members of Congress had recognized that these two men had come directly
off the battlefield.

Today, Congress gathers near that battlefield to honor the character
and the courage shown in New York these last 360 days, and to remember
every innocent life taken in the attacks of September 11. Since the hour of
those attacks, we have been a Nation at war called once again to defend
our liberty and our lives and to save humanity from the worst of wars. As
a Nation born in revolution, we know that our freedom came at a very
high price. We have no intention now of letting it slip away.

The Members of the First Congress shaped events long into the future.
The same is now asked of us. In the principles we stand for, the values
we uphold, and the decisions we make we will set the course of this Nation
and with it the future of human freedom and the peace of the world.

It is not given to us to know every turn of events to come. We know,
however, that we are the elected servants of a good, a just, and a decent
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people. May we always act in that spirit, confident in our founding prin-
ciples, clear in our purposes, choosing wisely and bowing only to divine
providence.

The SPEAKER. The Clerk of the House of Representatives has laid
upon the desk the list of representatives in attendance.

Vice President CHENEY. The Secretary of the Senate has laid upon
the desk the list of Senators in attendance.

U.S. House of Representatives Member, Delegate, and Resident Com-
missioner attendance is as follows:

Members of the U.S. House of Representatives in Attendance

The Honorable Anibal Acevedo-Vila
The Honorable Gary L. Ackerman
The Honorable Robert B. Aderholt
The Honorable W. Todd Akin

The Honorable Thomas H. Allen
The Honorable Robert E. Andrews
The Honorable Richard K. Armey
The Honorable Spencer Bachus

The Honorable John Elias Baldacci
The Honorable Tammy Baldwin
The Honorable Charles F. Bass

The Honorable Ken Bentsen

The Honorable Marion Berry

The Honorable Judy Biggert

The Honorable Rod R. Blagojevich
The Honorable Roy Blunt

The Honorable Sherwood L. Boehlert
The Honorable John A. Boehner
The Honorable Henry Bonilla

The Honorable David E. Bonior
The Honorable John Boozman

The Honorable Robert A. Borski
The Honorable Leonard L. Boswell
The Honorable Kevin Brady

The Honorable Henry E. Brown, Jr.
The Honorable Richard Burr

The Honorable Dan Burton

The Honorable Ken Calvert

The Honorable Shelley Moore Capito
The Honorable Michael E. Capuano
The Honorable Brad Carson

The Honorable Michael N. Castle
The Honorable Steve Chabot

The Honorable Saxby Chambliss



The Honorable Donna M. Christensen
The Honorable Eva M. Clayton

The Honorable Mac Collins

The Honorable John Conyers, Jr.
The Honorable John Cooksey

The Honorable Jerry F. Costello

The Honorable Christopher Cox

The Honorable Philip M. Crane

The Honorable Joseph Crowley

The Honorable John Abney Culberson
The Honorable Elijah E. Cummings
The Honorable Jim Davis

The Honorable Jo Ann Davis

The Honorable Susan A. Davis

The Honorable Tom Davis

The Honorable Diana DeGette

The Honorable Rosa L. DeLauro
The Honorable Lincoln Diaz-Balart
The Honorable John T. Doolittle
The Honorable David Dreier

The Honorable John J. Duncan, Jr.
The Honorable Jennifer Dunn

The Honorable Chet Edwards

The Honorable Robert L. Ehrlich, Jr.
The Honorable Jo Ann Emerson
The Honorable Eliot L. Engel

The Honorable Phil English

The Honorable Anna G. Eshoo

The Honorable Bob Etheridge

The Honorable Lane Evans

The Honorable Sam Farr

The Honorable Mike Ferguson

The Honorable Mark Foley

The Honorable J. Randy Forbes

The Honorable Harold E. Ford, Jr.
The Honorable Vito Fossella

The Honorable Rodney P. Frelinghuysen
The Honorable Martin Frost

The Honorable Richard A. Gephardt
The Honorable Jim Gibbons

The Honorable Wayne T. Gilchrest
The Honorable Benjamin A. Gilman
The Honorable Bob Goodlatte

The Honorable Lindsey O. Graham
The Honorable Sam Graves

The Honorable Gene Green



The Honorable Mark Green

The Honorable James C. Greenwood
The Honorable Felix J. Grucci, Jr.
The Honorable Gil Gutknecht
The Honorable Tony P. Hall

The Honorable James V. Hansen
The Honorable Jane Harman

The Honorable Melissa A. Hart
The Honorable J. Dennis Hastert
The Honorable Alcee L. Hastings
The Honorable Robin Hayes

The Honorable J.D. Hayworth
The Honorable Wally Herger

The Honorable Baron P. Hill

The Honorable Earl F. Hilliard
The Honorable Maurice D. Hinchey
The Honorable David L. Hobson
The Honorable Joseph M. Hoeffel
The Honorable Rush D. Holt

The Honorable Darlene Hooley
The Honorable Stephen Horn

The Honorable Amo Houghton
The Honorable Steny H. Hoyer
The Honorable Kenny C. Hulshof
The Honorable Jay Inslee

The Honorable Johnny Isakson
The Honorable Steve Israel

The Honorable Darrell E. Issa

The Honorable Jesse L. Jackson, Jr.
The Honorable Sheila Jackson-Lee
The Honorable Christopher John
The Honorable Eddie Bernice Johnson
The Honorable Nancy L. Johnson
The Honorable Stephanie Tubbs Jones
The Honorable Paul E. Kanjorski
The Honorable Marcy Kaptur

The Honorable Ric Keller

The Honorable Sue W. Kelly

The Honorable Mark R. Kennedy
The Honorable Patrick J. Kennedy
The Honorable Peter T. King

The Honorable Jack Kingston

The Honorable Mark Steven Kirk
The Honorable Dennis J. Kucinich
The Honorable Ray LaHood

The Honorable Nick Lampson



The Honorable James R. Langevin
The Honorable Rick Larsen

The Honorable John B. Larson

The Honorable Tom Latham

The Honorable Steven C. LaTourette
The Honorable James A. Leach

The Honorable Barbara Lee

The Honorable Sander M. Levin

The Honorable Jerry Lewis

The Honorable John Lewis

The Honorable Ron Lewis

The Honorable Frank A. LoBiondo
The Honorable Nita M. Lowey

The Honorable Frank D. Lucas

The Honorable Ken Lucas

The Honorable Bill Luther

The Honorable Stephen F. Lynch
The Honorable Carolyn McCarthy
The Honorable Karen McCarthy

The Honorable James P. McGovern
The Honorable John M. McHugh
The Honorable Scott McInnis

The Honorable Howard P. “Buck” McKeon
The Honorable Michael R. McNulty
The Honorable Carolyn B. Maloney
The Honorable James H. Maloney
The Honorable Jim Matheson

The Honorable Martin T. Meehan
The Honorable Carrie P. Meek

The Honorable Gregory W. Meeks
The Honorable Robert Menendez
The Honorable John L. Mica

The Honorable Juanita Millender-McDonald
The Honorable Dan Miller

The Honorable Jeff Miller

The Honorable Dennis Moore

The Honorable James P. Moran

The Honorable Constance A. Morella
The Honorable Sue Wilkins Myrick
The Honorable Jerrold Nadler

The Honorable Grace F. Napolitano
The Honorable Richard E. Neal

The Honorable George R. Nethercutt, Jr.
The Honorable Robert W. Ney

The Honorable Eleanor Holmes Norton
The Honorable Charlie Norwood



The Honorable James L. Oberstar
The Honorable John W. Olver
The Honorable Major R. Owens
The Honorable Michael G. Oxley
The Honorable Bill Pascrell, Jr.
The Honorable Donald M. Payne
The Honorable Nancy Pelosi

The Honorable Mike Pence

The Honorable John E. Peterson
The Honorable Thomas E. Petri
The Honorable David D. Phelps
The Honorable Joseph R. Pitts
The Honorable Todd Russell Platts
The Honorable Richard W. Pombo
The Honorable Earl Pomeroy

The Honorable Rob Portman

The Honorable David E. Price

The Honorable Deborah Pryce

The Honorable Adam H. Putnam
The Honorable Jack Quinn

The Honorable Jim Ramstad

The Honorable Charles B. Rangel
The Honorable Thomas M. Reynolds
The Honorable Bob Riley

The Honorable Ileana Ros-Lehtinen
The Honorable Mike Ross

The Honorable Steven R. Rothman
The Honorable Edward R. Royce
The Honorable Paul Ryan

The Honorable Jim Ryun

The Honorable Loretta Sanchez
The Honorable Bernard Sanders
The Honorable Jim Saxton

The Honorable Bob Schaffer

The Honorable Adam B. Schiff
The Honorable Robert C. Scott
The Honorable Jose E. Serrano

The Honorable Pete Sessions

The Honorable E. Clay Shaw, Jr.
The Honorable Christopher Shays
The Honorable Don Sherwood

The Honorable John Shimkus

The Honorable Bill Shuster

The Honorable Rob Simmons

The Honorable Nick Smith

The Honorable Vic Snyder
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The Honorable John M. Spratt, Jr.
The Honorable Cliff Stearns

The Honorable Ted Strickland
The Honorable John Sullivan

The Honorable John E. Sununu
The Honorable John E. Sweeney
The Honorable Thomas G. Tancredo
The Honorable Ellen O. Tauscher
The Honorable John R. Thune
The Honorable Todd Tiahrt

The Honorable Patrick J. Tiberi
The Honorable John F. Tierney
The Honorable Patrick J. Toomey
The Honorable Edolphus Towns
The Honorable Jim Turner

The Honorable Fred Upton

The Honorable Nydia M. Veldzquez
The Honorable David Vitter

The Honorable Greg Walden

The Honorable James T. Walsh
The Honorable Zach Wamp

The Honorable Maxine Waters
The Honorable Wes Watkins

The Honorable Diane E. Watson
The Honorable Melvin L. Watt
The Honorable J.C. Watts, Jr.
The Honorable Anthony D. Weiner
The Honorable Curt Weldon

The Honorable Dave Weldon

The Honorable Ed Whitfield

The Honorable Roger F. Wicker
The Honorable Joe Wilson

The Honorable Lynn C. Woolsey
The Honorable David Wu

The Honorable C.W. Bill Young

U.S. Senate Member attendance is as follows:

Members of the U.S. Senate in Attendance

The Honorable George Allen

The Honorable Max Baucus

The Honorable Robert F. Bennett
The Honorable John B. Breaux
The Honorable Sam Brownback
The Honorable Maria Cantwell
The Honorable Jean Carnahan
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The Honorable Lincoln D. Chafee
The Honorable Hillary Rodham Clinton
The Honorable Susan M. Collins
The Honorable Jon S. Corzine

The Honorable Tom Daschle

The Honorable Mike DeWine

The Honorable Christopher J. Dodd
The Honorable Russell D. Feingold
The Honorable Bill Frist

The Honorable Bob Graham

The Honorable Judd Gregg

The Honorable James M. Jeffords
The Honorable Edward M. Kennedy
The Honorable John F. Kerry

The Honorable Mary L. Landrieu
The Honorable Patrick J. Leahy

The Honorable Carl Levin

The Honorable Joseph I. Lieberman
The Honorable Trent Lott

The Honorable John McCain

The Honorable Barbara A. Mikulski
The Honorable Frank H. Murkowski
The Honorable Bill Nelson

The Honorable Don Nickles

The Honorable Jack Reed

The Honorable Harry Reid

The Honorable John D. Rockefeller IV
The Honorable Paul S. Sarbanes

The Honorable Charles E. Schumer
The Honorable Richard C. Shelby
The Honorable Gordon Smith

The Honorable Olympia J. Snowe
The Honorable Arlen Specter

The Honorable Debbie Stabenow
The Honorable Craig Thomas

The Honorable Fred Thompson

The Honorable George V. Voinovich
The Honorable John W. Warner
The Honorable Paul Wellstone

The Honorable Ron Wyden

The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes the Honorable Benjamin Gilman
and the Honorable Charles Rangel, Representatives from New York, and
the Honorable Hillary Rodham Clinton and the Honorable Charles Schumer,
Senators from New York, in a reading and presentation of H. Con. Res.

448.
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READING AND PRESENTATION OF H. CON. RES. 448

Representative RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, Mr. Vice President, leaders of
the House and the Senate, on behalf of Ben Gilman, Senator Schumer and
Senator Clinton, and the entire New York congressional delegation, we
would like to thank you for your support of this resolution that gives us
in New York an opportunity to say thank you for the way you responded
to the attack on our city and our State.

You give our mayor and our Governor an opportunity to be here on
this historic event to say you did not treat us like New Yorkers, you treated
us like Americans.

The text of the concurrent resolution was read as follows:

Representative RANGEL. “Whereas on September the 11, 2001, thou-
sands of innocent people were killed and injured in a combined terrorist
attack involving four hijacked aircraft, the World Trade Center, and the
Pentagon;

“Whereas in the aftermath of the attacks, thousands more were left
grieving for beloved family and friends, livelihoods were compromised, and
businesses and property were damaged and lost;”

Representative GILMAN. “Whereas the greatest loss of life, personal
injury, and physical destruction occurred in and was sustained by the City
of New York;

“Whereas Government and the American people responded decisively
through the bravery, sacrifice and toil of the fire and rescue workers, law
enforcement, building trades, caregivers, Armed Forces, and millions more
who through their many expressions of care and compassion brought forth
comfort, hope, and the promise of recovery;”

Senator CLINTON. “Whereas the City of New York attended to the
aftermath of the destruction of the World Trade Center with profound re-
spect for the victims and compassion to the survivors; and

“Whereas the City of New York has invited the Congress to meet at
the site of the original Federal Hall, where the First Congress of the United
States convened on March 4, 1789: Now, therefore, be it”

Senator SCHUMER. “Resolved by the House of Representatives (the
Senate concurring), That, in remembrance of the victims and the heroes of
September 11, 2001, and in recognition of the courage and spirit of the City
of New York, the Congress shall conduct a special meeting in Federal Hall,
New York, New York, on September 6, 2002.

Passed by the House of Representatives, July 25, 2002.

Passed by the Senate, July 26, 2002.”

The SPEAKER. Without objection, the Members present, on behalf
of themselves and the Congress of the United States, do hereby affirm the
aforesaid concurrent resolution.
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Would Mayor Bloomberg and Governor Pataki please come forward
and accept the concurrent resolution.

Mayor Bloomberg and Governor Pataki of New York accepted the con-
current resolution.

The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes the Honorable Vito Fossella,
Representative from New York, and the Honorable Susan Collins, Senator
from Maine, in a reading and presentation of the commemorative plaque.

READING AND PRESENTATION OF COMMEMORATIVE PLAQUE

Senator COLLINS. Mr. Speaker, Mr. Vice President, on behalf of the
U.S. Congress, we present this commemorative plaque to Director Mainella
for her stewardship of our Nation’s treasures, especially this building, Federal
Hall.

The plaque is inscribed as follows:

“Commemorative Joint Meeting of the Congress of the United States
of America in Federal Hall, New York, New York, this Sixth Day of Septem-
ber, Two Thousand and Two.”

Representative FOSSELLA. “Convened in remembrance of the victims
and heroes of September 11, 2001, and in recognition of the courage and
spirit of the City of New York.

“This gift to Federal Hall from the Congress of the United States of
America was made from a section of Aquia Creek, VA, sandstone and used
as an original building material of the United States Capitol. It was removed
on the East Central Front extension in 1958.”

The SPEAKER. Director Mainella, please come forward and accept the
commemorative plaque.

Director Mainella accepted the commemorative plaque.

The SPEAKER. Billy Collins, Poet Laureate of the United States of
America, will now read a poem written for this occasion entitled “The
Names.”

READING OF “THE NAMES” BY BILLY COLLINS, POET LAUREATE OF THE
UNITED STATES

Mr. COLLINS. This poem is dedicated to the victims of September
11, and to their survivors.

“THE NAMES”

Yesterday, I lay awake in the palm of the night.
A fine rain stole in, unhelped by any breeze,
And when I saw the silver glaze on the windows,
I started with A, with Ackerman, as it happened,
Then Baxter and Calabro,

Davis and Eberling, names falling into place
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As droplets fell through the dark.

Names printed on the ceiling of the night.
Names slipping around a water bend.
Twenty-six willows on the banks of a stream.
In the morning, I walked out barefoot

Among thousands of flowers

Heavy with dew like the eyes of tears,

And each had a name—

Fiori inscribed on a yellow petal

Then Gonzalez and Han, Ishikawa and Jenkins.

Names written in the air

And stitched into the cloth of the day.

A name under a photograph taped to a mailbox.
Monogram on a torn shirt.

I see you spelled out on storefront windows

And on the bright unfurled awnings of this city,
I say the syllables as I turn a corner—

Kelly and Lee,

Medina, Nardella, and O’Connor.

When I peer into the woods,

I see a thick tangle where letters are hidden
As in a puzzle concocted for children.
Parker and Quigley in the twigs of an ash,
Rizzo, Schubert, Torres, and Upton.

Secrets in the boughs of an ancient maple.

Names written in the pale sky.

Names rising in the updraft amid buildings.
Names silent in stone

Or cried out behind a door.

Names blown over the Earth and out to sea.

In the evenings—weakening light, the last swallows.
A boy on a lake lifts his oars.

A woman by a window puts a match to a candle,
And the names are outlined on the rose clouds—
Vanacore and Wallace,

(let X stand, if it can, for the ones unfound)

Then Young and Ziminsky, the final jolt of Z.

Names etched on the head of a pin.
One name spanning a bridge, another undergoing a tunnel.
A blue name needled into the skin.

Names of citizens, workers, mothers and fathers,
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The bright-eyed daughter, the quick son.

Alphabet of names in green rows in a field.

Names in the small tracks of birds.

Names lifted from a hat

Or balanced on the tip of the tongue.

Names wheeled into the dim warehouse of memory.

So many names, there is barely room on the walls of the heart.

The SPEAKER. The Chair now recognizes the Honorable Richard Gep-
hardt, Representative from Missouri and Democratic Leader of the U.S.
House of Representatives.

Representative GEPHARDT. Mr. Vice President, Mr. Speaker, and my
fellow colleagues of the U.S. Congress, today we speak of the unspeakable,
we remember the unimaginable, and we reaffirm our utmost resolve to de-
fend the birthright of this land and our gift outright to this world: Ideals
of liberty and tolerance that will never die.

Today, we say to the families who look to this September 11 and know
that they will know the pain of their piercing loss all over again, we are
with you as one, as the family of America. We pray that, for you, memory
will bring hope as well as tears.

We have faith that love outlasts life, and you prove it every day as
you carry on the dream of a lost husband or a wife, for the child that was
both of yours and, in the truest sense, always will be.

We think of those last calls on cell phones from a doomed building
or plane. Those last goodbyes. Yet the life of a good person is like a
wellspring that does not run dry. Nothing reminds us more powerfully of
that than the rescuers of September 11, so many of them taken too, who
rescued our national spirit and, amid the smoke and the darkness at noon,
sent a flickering light that became a shining beacon for America.

So we have wept together, we have prayed together, given to each other,
and stood side by side since September 11 in common humanity and national
purpose. The sorrow has been matched by strength. America is on a mission.
Not retribution or revenge, not just to defeat terrorism, but to show once
again that good can triumph over evil and freedom can overcome fanaticism,
as we did in different forums in a global arena twice before in the past
century.

Some say that September 11, 2001, is another date that will live in
infamy. Surely that is true, but it is also true that we have never known
an assault like this, not just on our Armed Forces, but on our people. Not
just on our buildings and our possessions, or even on the principles that
we profess, but on the very foundation of this open, diverse, democratic
society.

We have grown accustomed, too accustomed, to war and slaughter in
our world. But most always it was “over there.” One place it came before

16



in the heartland was the homegrown terrorism that struck in Oklahoma City.
Today, our caring and thoughts are there as well. And they are a half a
world away with the young Americans who are on the front lines of freedom
from fear.

For all our differences, how remarkably one we are all today. From
Ground Zero to a sacred field in Pennsylvania, to a shattered but now rebuilt
wing of the Pentagon, and all across this broad land. On the fatal flights
of September 11, courage and resistance knew no bounds of party or race
or status. They included a young father, a conservative columnist, and a
gay man.

E Pluribus Unum.

So while we discuss and debate the next decisions, on the fundamental
issue let there be no doubt. In this great and faithful struggle there are
no Republicans, there are no Democrats, there are only Americans. None
of us, no matter how long we live or what else marks our time, will ever
forget September 11. And all of us, in the name of those who were lost
for a concept of liberty that must never be lost, and in the cause of civiliza-
tion itself, are as determined as an earlier generation of Americans to gain
the inevitable triumph, so help us God.

The SPEAKER. The Chair now recognizes the Honorable Trent Lott,
the Senator from Mississippi and the Republican Leader of the U.S. Senate.

Senator LOTT. Mr. Vice President, Mr. Speaker, Members of the Con-
gress, and distinguished guests, on behalf of the Senate and a united Con-
gress, it is truly an honor to stand in this place in this city, New York
City, today.

We are here to remember and to continue to mourn those who lost
their lives, those innocent men, women, and children who were killed in
that horrible event, September 11, a year ago.

We are here to show our continued appreciation for those who strug-
gled so mightily to free and to save those who were trapped in the aftermath
of the experience here in New York City and at the Pentagon.

But we are also here to express our recommitment to the people of
New York and Pennsylvania and Virginia that we are with you. We will
continue our efforts to help you to rebuild physically and spiritually, and
to recommit ourselves to do everything in our power to make sure that
America is secure against this horrible event or anything like it ever happen-
ing again.

Over the years, New York City has been called many things, from New
Amsterdam to the Big Apple. Today, the Congress of the United States,
Congressman Rangel, call it home. We are here, we are comfortable here.
We are here to stand with the people in this city because it is symbolic
of how we stand together all across America.
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We came here a year ago, the week after the infamous date. We ex-
pressed our commitment and we have been working every since to keep
that commitment, and we will continue to do so.

This is a special place, as has already been said, because the First Con-
gress began the work here that we continue to this day. The work of ordered
liberty, preserving, expanding the freedoms that now, as then, are the in-
alienable right of every person.

Two centuries ago, there were those who thought this was all nonsense.
In their ignorance and arrogance, they called America a doomed folly. But
history overtook them and their crowns and armies are part of the dustbin
of history. There are those like them today who cannot see beyond the limits
of their own hatred. It is so hard for us in America to even understand
why there would be this hatred. They do not understand that in the
unending struggle against tyranny, divine providence by whatever name we
use is always on the side of freedom.

When the First Congress was meeting here in New York in January
1790, President Washington asked its Members for “the cool and deliberate
exertion of your patriotism, firmness and wisdom.” As we face today’s chal-
lenge to our country, we pledge to the people of New York just what we
ask of them and all Americans: The cool and deliberate exertion of your
patriotism, firmness, and wisdom.

We have seen it in this city. We have seen it in America, and we
are here to do our part in that effort. The duration of our present conflict
and its eventual price may be in doubt, but there can be no doubt as to
its outcome. From this city’s day of horror, out of all the loss and sorrow,
has come a strength. I have seen it all across America. A resolve. A deter-
mination which, from Manhattan, to Mississippi, now binds us together for
the mighty work that lies ahead. Thank you very much.

The SPEAKER. The Chair now recognizes the Honorable Tom Daschle,
the Senator from South Dakota and majority leader of the U.S. Senate.

Senator DASCHLE. Mr. Vice President, Mr. Speaker, distinguished
visitors and my colleagues, the U.S. Congress has come here to commemorate
a shattering experience. One that has transformed America.

The poet Yeats, after a moment of violent upheaval in his own country,
wrote: “All is changed. Changed utterly. A terrible beauty is born.”

As we near the first anniversary of September 11 with profound sadness,
our hearts ache for those who died and for their families and loved ones.
At the same time, we are filled with an abiding sense of gratitude to the
people who live and work in this great city, especially the courageous work-
ers and rescuers, for the way they inspired and stunned a wounded Nation.

In their countless acts of heroism and compassion, a terrible beauty
was born. In an hour of horror and grief, they showed us how to go on.
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Here in New York, at the Pentagon, and in that lonely field in Pennsyl-
vania, the wounds the terrorist inflicted were deep. But America’s resolve
was even deeper.

Let history record that the terrorists failed. They sought to destroy
America by attacking what they thought were our greatest strengths, but
they did not understand that the true strength of America is not steel, it
is not concrete, it is our belief in the ideals enshrined in our Constitution
and in our Bill of Rights. It is in our shared faith in liberty and our unwaver-
ing commitment to each other.

So what happened on September 11 did not diminish our strength. It
renewed it. We stand united today as proud citizens of the oldest and strong-
est democracy on Earth. Our faith in that democracy and in our future is
absolute and unshakable.

Next Wednesday, September 11, an eternal flame will be lit in Battery
Park. That flame will symbolize our determination never, ever to forget.

We will never forget the heartbreaking loss.

We will never forget the selfless heroism.

We will never forget the terrible beauty that was born here 1 year ago.

Thank you.

The SPEAKER. The Chair now recognizes the Honorable Eliot Engel,
Representative from New York.

Representative ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise first to thank all my col-
leagues for voting to bring the Congress here to New York. It’s been more
than 200 years since Congress last met in New York City. It is a fitting
tribute that Congress has returned here at this most sorrowful time.

The past year has been a tragic and very difficult time for me and
my fellow New Yorkers. We watched in horror as terrorists hijacked two
commercial airliners and slammed them into the World Trade Center. We
watched in horror as the Twin Towers came down and dust and debris
blanketed lower Manhattan. We watched in horror as the names of the more
than 3,000 people murdered that day were announced.

But, in the days and weeks that followed, we New Yorkers experienced
something else. We felt the hopes and prayers of millions of Americans flow
over us. We felt the pride of being an American swell and invigorate us
all. We felt the determination of the greatest Nation the Earth has every
known renew itself and commit to rebuilding.

The terrorists intended many things with their attack. They sought
to grievously wound our Nation. And we were—we paid with the blood
of our fathers and mothers, sons and daughters, and brother and sisters. They
sought to disrupt our economy. And they did—billions of dollars have been
lost and will be spent on recovery.

The terrorists also sought to incite fear into the hearts and souls of
every American. But they failed. Instead, they inspired a Nation of freedom-
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loving people to stand up to those who would seek to deny them their
liberties, their justice, and the American way of life. They inspired us to
fight back, so that our children’s children will grow up in a world where
they can safely speak their views, engage in the political system, and worship
in their own way.

As we meet here, in this historic location, I am reminded of one of
our country’s greatest Presidents, Abraham Lincoln. His words, spoken more
than a century ago, are most fitting today:

We here highly resolve that these dead shall not have died in vain; that this
Nation shall have a new birth of freedom; and that this government of the people,
by the people, for the people, shall not perish from the Earth.

The SPEAKER. We are gathered here today in this ceremonial session
to pay tribute to the people of New York and to the people of New York
City who have suffered great loss, but persevered in the face of adversity.
In doing so, we pay tribute to the American spirit.

It is altogether appropriate that we meet here today in Federal Hall.
After all, it was here that the First Congress met to ratify the Bill of Rights
and to inaugurate our first President of the United States, George Washing-
ton.

As in 1789, when ordinary Americans did extraordinary things to create
a new Nation conceived in liberty and dedication to freedom, on September
11, ordinary Americans exhibited extraordinary courage in fighting a horrific
evil.

New York lost hundreds of sons and daughters in that brutal attack
on our Nation’s freedom. She lost firemen and custodians, stockbrokers, po-
lice officers, construction workers and executives.

We also suffered a great loss in Virginia when a plane slammed into
the Pentagon, and in Somerset County, PA, when another plane that was
headed for Washington, DC, was brought down by the efforts of brave pas-
sengers.

We still feel the loss of every single person who perished on that fateful
day. But as we lament the loss of life, we can marvel at the bravery of
those who rushed in to help.

Such bravery was on display when Battalion Chief Orio J. Palmer and
Fire Marshal Ronald Bucca of the New York Fire Department climbed to
the 78th floor of the World Trade Center to organize a rescue. Their efforts
saved the lives of dozens of people.

Bravery was also on display when several passengers of United flight
93 decided that they would not let the terrorist complete their plans. They
sacrificed themselves rather than let the terrorists win.
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Stories of uncommon heroism were common on September 11. The ge-
nius of America could be found in the sacrifices of these brave martyrs of
freedom.

As we remember September 11, we must look forward to the day when
we complete the task at hand, when we vanquish once and for all the terror-
ists who seek to take away our Nation’s freedom.

We thank those Americans who serve in our Nation’s Armed Forces
who fight to preserve our freedom and still work to bring terrorists to jus-
tice.

We elected Members of the 107th Congress, like those Members gath-
ered in this location of the First Congress, simply reflect the desires of a
people who cherish liberty and are willing to fight for freedom.

Let us always remember those we lost on September 11, and may God
continue to bless America.

Thank you.

“GOD BLESS AMERICA” SUNG BY CHAMBER CHOIR, STUYVESANT HIGH
ScHOOL, NEw YORK CITY

The SPEAKER. The Stuyvesant High School Chamber Choir will now
sing “God Bless America.”

The Chamber Choir, Stuyvesant High School, sang “God Bless Amer-
ica.”

The Members and guests sang “God Bless America.”

The SPEAKER. Ladies and gentlemen of the House and the Senate,
this concludes the special ceremonial meeting of the Congress. Members are
asked to remain in their seats and make their exit with the colors.

The Chair will assure that the record of these proceedings will be print-
ed in the Congressional Record.

The proceedings are closed.

The Colors were retired by the Color Guard composed of members of
the New York City Fire Department, New York City Police Department,
New York State Unified Court System Officers, Port Authority of New York
and New Jersey Police, and the U.S. Capitol Police.

{Whereupon, the commemorative joint meeting of the Congress was
adjourned.}
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LUNCHEON HOSTED BY MAYOR MICHAEL R. BLOOMBERG

Mayor BLOOMBERG. Ladies and gentlemen, I'm Mike Bloomberg,
and I'm pleased to be the mayor of the City of New York. Thank you.

There is an expression that you will hear in New York frequently at
this time of the year that you may or may not be familiar with. It sounds
like “chana tova,” which means “happy new year.” And for those of you
who care, happy new year.

Speaker Hastert, Majority Leader Daschle, Minority Leader Gephardt,
Minority Leader Lott, distinguished Members of Congress, including the
dean of New York State’s delegation, the Honorable Charles Rangel, and
our two great Members of the Upper Chamber, Senators Schumer and Clin-
ton, good afternoon. I am delighted to welcome you to New York for this
truly historic occasion.

Today, we hearken back to the early days of our republic, when the
First Congress convened in New York and George Washington was inaugu-
rated as our President. Many of our Founding Fathers lived in New York
in those days, including Thomas Jefferson, John Adams, John Hancock and
others. So many others, in fact, that the painter of “The Declaration of Inde-
pendence,” the famous canvas that hangs in the Capitol Rotunda, had to
move to New York to finish his work.

It’s often been pointed out that the decision Congress made to move
the capital from New York to a new site on the banks of the Potomac,
in effect, gave the United States two capitals. We now have one capital
in Washington, DC, for the government, and one here, for business and
culture. Rather than feel slighted, New York has always embraced its role.

Today’s joint session, for however briefly, made New York the Nation’s
Capital once again. But now we’ll just have to revert to our regular status:
as capital of the free world.

I would like to acknowledge an institution without which this day
would not have been possible, the Annenberg Foundation.

The foundation generously donated $1 million to cover all the travel,
food and security expenses associated with today’s wonderful show of support
for freedom.

We are blessed to have with us today, from Pennsylvania and from
California, Lee Annenberg.

Would you please stand and let us say thank you?

Congress’ decision to return to New York symbolically closes a circle
at a crucial time in our history. It brings Congress back to its first home,
if only for 1 day, to send a message to the Nation and the entire world:
The spirit of this city and the spirit of this country remains unshaken.

We are as united today as we were when the First Congress met in
lower Manhattan more than 200 years ago, because our commitment to free-
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dom has never been stronger. As a Nation, and as a city, we learned a lot
about ourselves on September 11, when the unimaginable became a reality.
What happened down the street from here wasn’t just an assault on New
York, it was an attack on our Nation and on all freedom-loving people
around the world.

That day, as the world watched, our rescue teams battled the smoke
and the chaos. It didn’t matter whether you came from Astoria or Atlanta
or Australia, from Queens or Kansas or Kenya; New York was everybody’s
hometown that day.

The stakes for our Nation were raised. Someone placed a big bet that
they could destroy New York, a city that has contributed immeasurably
to building the greatest democracy on Earth. This city has responded. This
Nation has responded. America is a Nation founded on a particular set of
ideas: the right to express yourself as you see fit, the right to worship God
in your own way and the right to live without fear.

What happened on September 11 was not only an attack on our people,
but on those freedoms and our basic way of life. And all Americans under-
stand that.

New Yorkers recognize that we would not have made it through the
darkest days in our city’s history without our Nation’s help. It poured in
from around the country in the form of food, equipment and volunteers,
and through emotional and moral support beyond value. And I want all
Americans to understand that we know you were there for us when we need-
ed you, and we will be there for you if you ever need us.

Congress has also stood with us. More than we ever had a right to
expect, you helped and are continuing to help New York to rebuild and
recover. And on behalf of all New Yorkers, it is my honor to say, “Thank
you.”

As you know, our work is not done yet, not by any means. But the
recovery that began on 9/11 and the work we've done since simply could
not have happened without your support. And let me also convey our appre-
ciation to President Bush for his courageous leadership in a time of crisis,
for coming to New York to share our grief and to share our determination
to not just endure the tragedy visited upon us, but to emerge stronger from
the events of September 11.

I am pleased to report that, with your help, we have made triumphant
progress since that day. Because of remarkable bipartisan cooperation among
all levels of government, labor and the private sector, we finished the recov-
ery work at the World Trade Center site ahead of schedule, under budget,
and with no additional loss of life.

This happened while the search for the remains of our loved ones went
forward with dignity and honor. We created a temporary memorial in Bat-
tery Park, where the sphere sculpture from the World Trade Center Plaza
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now sits. Next Wednesday, during the 1-year commemoration of that fateful
day, U.N. Secretary General Kofi Annan and our Secretary of State, Colin
Powell, along with the heads of state from around the world, will join a
ceremony there. At that observance, an eternal flame will be lighted near
the base of the sphere in honor of those we lost, and to show that democracy
and freedom will always endure. We also honor those we lost by building
a better city for the future. With Congress’ help, we are doing just that.

Largely due to an economic incentive program which you have funded,
many companies that were displaced plan to rejoin those, such as American
Express, Merrill Lynch and Dow Jones, that have already moved back and
made long-term commitments to staying in lower Manhattan.

Because of a residential incentive program you have funded and because
lower Manhattan is a great place to live, more than 90 percent of the housing
in lower Manhattan is currently occupied. And the federally funded liberty
bonds program will spur billions of dollars in construction in lower Manhat-
tan for new commercial spaces and housing.

The Federal, State and local governments have forged a genuine partner-
ship to revive lower Manhattan and to rebuild our essential transportation,
telecommunications and energy structures. Just last month, FEMA granted
us unprecedented flexibility to spend Federal funds to create a transportation
center for the 21st century that will make lower Manhattan more accessible
than ever.

The future of lower Manhattan is promising, as is the future of all
New York City and indeed of the entire country. Here, our city continues
to be the safest large city in the Nation.

We have committed increased resources to combat the new threats we
now face from enemies foreign and domestic. We've strengthened our
counterterrorism and intelligence operations. And as they take on new bur-
dens, our police department continues to drive crime down.

New York has no intention of relinquishing its title of capital of the
free world. New York is a city of big ideas, big projects and big events,
and that will never change. For example, in the year since the September
11 attack, New York City has been host to a World Series, the New York
City Marathon, the Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade, the New Year’s Eve
celebration in Times Square where I was inaugurated, the World Economic
Forum, a new international film festival, the Fourth of July fireworks spec-
tacular which was telecast nationally, the U.S. Tennis Open which is cur-
rently going on, and last night’s Times Square kick-off of the NFL season,
where I met Jon Bon Jovi. We even held a world-class grand prix bicycle
race right here on Wall Street this summer.

Since we're not the type to rest on our laurels, we are trying to convince
both the Republican and Democratic National Committees to hold both
conventions here in the year 2004.
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As a matter of fact, this joint session is a perfect opportunity to go
after both at the same time. How bipartisan can you be?

We are also pursuing a Super Bowl and the 2012 Summer Olympics.
I see Nancy Pelosi is here from our fellow Olympic finalist San Francisco:
Do you want me to arm wrestle for it, Nancy?

I better start training though. After all, Nancy, you are the minority
whip. But that’s just the kind of ambition you'd expect of this city. And,
if anything, 9/11 has made us even more committed to demonstrating the
energy and vibrant cultural life of our city. We will create a memorial on
the site of the World Trade Center that everyone can be proud of: a memo-
rial that not only honors those that were taken, but reaffirms the values
that triumphed on that day and the days after.

In our actions, in our passion, we can do great things and show that
we do not allow our lives to be ruled by fear, but are guided by the very
principles of democracy which you, the Congress, represent and which the
terrorists found so threatening.

When you look at New York today, when you look at the city where
people from all parts of the world live next to each other, where more than
120 different languages are spoken and where virtually every religion in the
world is practiced, you realize what makes America and what makes New
York great. We thrive because of our diversity, because of our respect for
one another and because a free society is a strong society.

In conclusion, let me recall what our President said about that Septem-
ber morning. He described it as a battle between fear and freedom.

By convening in our city, you, the U.S. Congress, have demonstrated
to all New Yorkers and all the world that fear can never prevail as long
as freedom is strong.

Thank you very much. Thank you. Thank you. Please be seated.

One of our Founding Fathers, an eminent New Yorker, Alexander
Hamilton, wrote in the Federalist Papers, “Energy in the executive is a lead-
ing character in the definition of good government.”

New York State is fortunate to have an energetic chief executive who
has wisely and skillfully guided our city and State through the crisis created
by the attack of 9/11. Our next speaker is the great Governor of the wonderful
State of New York, the Honorable George E. Pataki.

Governor PATAKI. Thank you very much, Mayor Bloomberg. And
thank you for those inspiring words on behalf of the people of New York
City.

To Speaker Hastert, Leader Daschle, Leader Gephardt, Leader Lott, la-
dies and gentlemen of the 107th Congress, welcome to the greatest city in
the world.

It’s been 212 years since Congress last gathered here, only blocks away
from where we’re assembled right now. It was here that America’s First
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Congress met, here that George Washington took the oath of office and
here that the Bill of Rights was ratified, protecting the freedoms of American
citizens. So it is altogether fitting that you, the men and women of the
107th Congress, have returned here to affirm once more our Nation’s com-
mitment to preserving those freedoms from those who would seek to destroy
them.

We meet nearly 1 year after the worst terrorist attack ever launched
against the United States. Our Nation is 226 years old, but the vigilance
needed to preserve our liberty and to protect our democracy must be eternal.

It was in this spirit, fueled by our love for America and our reverence
for freedom, that New Yorkers responded in the early morning hours of
September 11. And in times of crisis, there are no stronger people than the
people of New York. Police officers, firefighters, court officers, port authority
officers, EMTs, construction workers, volunteers and citizens from all back-
grounds rushed to the scene in a demonstration of extraordinary courage
and sacrifice. We met adversity with resolve. We answered terror with
strength. We responded to evil with good. We defeated hatred with toler-
ance.

Your assembling here today sends a powerful message to the people
of the world, to our allies and to our enemies. Inspired by the strength,
perseverance and compassion of our heroes and the people across America,
our unity and our resolve has only grown stronger. We will remember. We
will rebuild. And we will move forward with the unity and confidence of
a free people.

Our sadness from the images of destruction and our memories of those
we lost on September 11 will forever be embedded in our minds. Yet when
we look back on that fateful day, we will look back not just in sadness,
but also with pride, in the actions of New Yorkers and of Americans across
this great land, who stepped forward in our cities in our Nation’s hour of
adversity.

And to President Bush, and to this united Congress, you stepped for-
ward for New York and for America, helping families and helping this city
to recover, to rebuild and to reclaim its destiny.

You came to Ground Zero. You saw the destruction. And like so many
other Americans, you responded and did your part. On behalf of all New
Yorkers, I'd like to say thank you.

Freedom is our legacy and our inalienable right as citizens of this great
Nation. It is our heritage. It is our birthright that was established here
by the First Congress 212 years ago, and then reaffirmed today by this Con-
gress 212 years later. Your presence here today means a great deal to all
Americans, but especially to New Yorkers. It shows we have not forgotten,
nor will future generations of America forget.
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A century from now, they will know that the terrorists failed. They
will know that in the face of destruction—we faced destruction with deter-
mination. We turned despair into hope. And we turned tragedy into tri-
umph. We are united in our fight against terror. And in our defense of
freedom, we are vigilant, we are strong, we are New Yorkers, we are Ameri-
cans. Thank you. God bless New York. And God bless the United States
of America. Thank you.

Mayor BLOOMBERG. Fourteen days after September 11, New York’s
newspaper, the Daily News, first proposed New York’s hosting of a joint
congressional session. It wrote that such a session would be a symbol, “of
unity, strength and resolve such as the world has never seen.” Now I would
like to introduce the earliest governmental champion of that idea, the dean
of New York’s congressional delegation, Charlie Rangel.

Representative RANGEL. You people look beautiful.

Thank you, Mr. Mayor and Governor.

On behalf of our New York delegation, and especially Ben Gilman,
who has been my friend for over 30 years, who leaves us—where are you,
Ben?, and our entire delegation, which I hope would rise at this time, the
supporters of our resolution—I want to thank the leadership in the House
and the Senate for supporting this resolution, Mayor Bloomberg and Gov-
ernor Pataki for giving it its political support, Ms. Annenberg for giving
us our financial support, and most important all of you who took time from
your busy schedules, and indeed our legislative schedules, to come to our
great city to give us an opportunity to say thank you. History is a strange
thing when you’re making it. You're just not aware of the courage you may
have or the shortcomings that you may have. And as the mayor, in telling
you about the attributes of New York, it could be perceived that most of
us from New York City have a little more self-esteem than we really need
to get by.

But when we were hit, we were afraid, we were scared. We didn’t
know whether we were going to be hit again. And Jerry Nadler, whose
district was hit, was one of the first to get there.

And as Mayor Bloomberg and Governor Pataki said, people came from
all over. Not just our heroic policemen and firemen and emergency workers,
but kids came, flags were there, food was there, doctors were there. Everyone
wanted to help.

Most of the New York congressional delegation in the city were there
because it was a primary day. And so when we got back to Washington,
we didn’t know what to expect. We went by car. We went by bus. We
went by train. And when we saw our colleagues there, singing “God Bless
America,” we recognized that we were not just New Yorkers; that we were
Americans.

28



It wasn’t just our great city that was hit, it was our great country
that was attacked. And we did come together, not as Republicans and Demo-
crats and liberals and conservatives, but we came together in support of
our President and our legislative leaders to let all of our foes know that
we were united in our resolve to make certain that we would do all that
we could to see that this does not happen again.

And even now as we gather to praise those who fought so hard for
our country, who became our heroes, we send a message to our enemies
that it is our resolve to say once again: “Don’t tread on the United States
of America; we are prepared to do whatever is necessary to seek out and
to destroy those who seek to destroy our way of life.”

And we come back to where Congress met over 200 years ago, and
I cannot help but be emotionally involved in believing how proud our fore-
fathers should be of us, to come back after 200 years, and to see what we
have done with their Constitution, how much we treasured it, how much
we expanded it, and how much today as we meet are we prepared to protect
it. How little did they know that those who picked cotton during those
days, those that would come into our country to build our roads and our
railroads, those who would come from foreign countries seeking religious
and economic freedom, would be coming here as a part of the U.S. Congress
200 years later.

U.S. history is strange because not only are we living it, but to give
New Yorkers an opportunity to say thank you to our colleagues in the House
means that we’re saying thank you to America. We are basically saying,
as New Yorkers, “God bless this great country that gives us an opportunity
to have our diversity. We will continue to believe that a part of the legacy
that we are going to leave to those who follow us is that we're not going
to allow terrorism to instill terror in our hearts. Our basic commitment
has to be that while we would not allow an enemy to intimidate us, we're
not going to allow terror to take away our basic freedoms. We're not going
to strike any unknown country without knowing where the enemy actually
is. The opportunities that we have been given as a people—education, Social
Security, health care—we’re going to make certain that, as we protect this
country, we protect those civil liberties that have been passed on to us so
that when the next Congress meets, no matter where they meet, they will
be saying that we protected the Constitution that was given to us over 200
years ago.”

My mother, your mother, everyone always said that during times of
pain you'd have to seek and you can find some good in it. But the truth
of the matter is that when we were struck, it was hard to believe that we
could find some good.

But there was good that we found: America gave us an opportunity
to say thank you to each other. America gave us an opportunity to see how
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blessed we were; that we could look at each other without seeing color,
without seeing party label, without seeing where we came from, and recog-
nize that we had an obligation to protect what we have.

Mr. Governor, Mr. Mayor, thank you for giving us the support of
bringing us together. And now we can say that we really owe a lot to each
other, because we need each other. We hope this never happens again, but
thank you, Congress, for helping us when we needed you, and not withstand-
ing our attitude, we deeply appreciate the opportunity.

Mayor BLOOMBERG. More than 2,800 people lost their lives at the
World Trade Center, but the toll could have been far, far worse if it were
not for the valor and professionalism of our local and regional firefighters,
police officers and emergency service personnel.

Showing tremendous courage, they effected the rescue of more than
25,000 people from the World Trade Center, the largest and most successful
emergency evacuation in modem history. Their heroism inspired the Nation.

Three hundred and forty-three members of the Fire Department of New
York City gave their lives for freedom on 9/11. We will never forget their
bravery and their sacrifice.

It is now my privilege to introduce Susan Magazine. She is the assistant
commissioner in charge of the fire department’s family assistance unit. She
is also a woman who lost her husband Jay, who worked at the World Trade
Center.

Susan.

Ms. MAGAZINE. Thank you, Mayor Bloomberg.

Mayor, Governor Pataki, distinguished Members of Congress, honored
guests, I am honored to have been asked to come here this afternoon to
speak with you. I came here because I think it’s very important that you,
our Nation’s leaders, hear directly from someone who lost a loved one, a
family member, last September 11.

As the mayor said, my husband Jay was one of the more than 2,800
people who perished at the World Trade Center on that day. Jay and I
spent our entire adult lives together. On the 17th of next month, we would
have celebrated our 20th wedding anniversary.

We have two children. Melissa is 14 and Andrew is 11. Melissa starts
high school next week, and Andrew starts middle school.

Jay was the catering sales manager at Windows on the World, the
spectacular restaurant at the top of the North Tower. One of our favorite
shared family memories was all of us—]Jay, me, Melissa and Andrew—going
up to the restaurant all wearing hard hats during the construction work
to reopen Windows on the World.

What a beautiful restaurant it was. When you were up there you felt
like you were on top of the world. And Jay loved it. He loved working
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at Windows. He loved working in the Trade Center. He loved the vibrancy
of downtown Manhattan.

I recently attended a dinner for a hunger relief organization that Jay
was involved with to present the first annual Jay Magazine Award of Excel-
lence. The recipient of the award was Jay’s friend, Michael Lomonaco, who
was the chef at Windows.

When Michael accepted the award he told a story about how he and
Jay would meet almost every morning in the Windows cafeteria for coffee.
And every morning as they were leaving, Jay would turn to Michael and
say, “You know, we're the luckiest guys in the world to be working here.”

When our kids went to visit Jay, which was often, they would look
out of his office window. You felt like you could see all of New York City
from there. And he would tell them that if they looked really, really hard
uptown that they could see our apartment. It was so magical up there. Now,
like thousands of other families, Melissa, Andrew and I are trying to figure
out how to move on and how to live our lives. That doesn’t mean that
we will ever forget. It doesn’t mean that we're trying to get back to normal.
Normal does not exist anymore for any one of the families who lost someone
that they loved on that day.

It means that each one of us has to find a new normal. We have no
choice. And my family is doing that. We’re surrounded by incredible family,
wonderful friends and support of communities. And we’re doing it with
the assistance of our neighbors, of our communities and you, our policy-
makers. And we are extremely thankful for all of the support that we have
received from people everywhere.

Let me illustrate with a personal story. Our family held a memorial
service for Jay at the end of September. Jay had always been in the catering
and restaurant businesses and had many friends, colleagues and clients all
over the country.

At that service blank cards were distributed with envelopes addressed
to our children. People were asked to write down their memories of Jay,
to tell us stories about the Jay that they knew. The response was unbeliev-
able. Hundreds and hundreds of cards have come back from people who
knew Jay. And then, we got cards and letters from people who didn’t know
Jay, but had heard about him and had heard about our family, and wanted
to somehow try to connect and try and give some comfort to an individual
family.

Experiences like that continue to be repeated every day for the families
who have been affected by September 11. As our Nation’s leaders, you should
know that at the family assistance unit of the fire department, we spent
hours each day responding to letters and gifts from all over the country:
from your States and your districts. And we respond to each one of them.
We received cartons of letters from schools, camps, houses of worships, indi-
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vidual people from all over the country, teddy bears, quilts, pictures, books,
offers of weekends away for family members, paintings, scholarships for chil-
dren, songs, poems, prayers. Whatever it is that people have to give, they
want to reach out to individual family members and somehow try and make
a difference to each family.

And these are the people who you represent. Please tell the men and
the women and the families in your home districts and your States how
much it means to us that so many Americans have offered us their generosity
and their kindness.

The events of September 11 were an attack on our Nation and they
were attacks on individuals and individual families. Every one of the people
who perished on that day was a husband, a father, a son, a wife, a mother,
a daughter, a brother, a sister, a neighbor, a friend. Over 2,800 individual
people were lost on that day.

And it’s been remarkable to me how many Americans truly understand
that each of us were real people, were real families who have experienced
this enormous tragedy in very individual, very personal and very immediate
ways.

Every day the people who work for the City of New York go to enor-
mous lengths to do whatever they can for us, for the families. The city,
the State and the entire Nation have given us their support. Thank you.

And when you go home, thank your constituents for their kindness,
for their generosity and for never, ever letting anyone forget. Thank you.

Mayor BLOOMBERG. Susan, thank you.

And to you and to all the families, all we can really say is, “Those
we lost are in our prayers and God bless.”

For the terrorists, the attack on the World Trade Center, as devastating
as it was, was a failure. It did not accomplish what they hoped it would.
It did not weaken us. Instead, it united us. It brought us together as a
Nation determined to defend our freedoms and to punish those responsible
for this despicable act.

Ordinary Americans showed the goodness in their hearts. They re-
sponded to 9/11 as if their own home communities had been attacked. An
unprecedented outpouring of support flooded into New York from across
the Nation.

The following video you're about to see is our way of saying, “Thank
you, America.”

(Videotape presentation).

Mayor BLOOMBERG. I want to thank the Interpublic Sports and En-
tertainment Group chairman, Mark Dowley, for producing that video and
donating their services.

The power, majesty and proud heritage of the United States are ex-
pressed in our national symbol, the American bald eagle. On behalf of the
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people of New York City, I am pleased to memorialize this historic joint
session of Congress in our city by presenting a commemorative Steuben glass
eagle to the House of Representatives.

Minority Leader Gephardt.

Thank you on behalf of all New Yorkers.

Representative GEPHARDT. Thank you so much. I accept this on be-
half of all of our Members. And, Charlie, I don’t think you have an attitude
at all.

Thank you.

Mayor BLOOMBERG. The city is also proud to present a commemora-
tive eagle to the Senate. Minority Leader Lott, would you come up to the
podium, please?

On behalf of all New Yorkers, thank you, sir.

Senator LOTT. Thank you very much, Mr. Mayor. On behalf of the
U.S. Senate, we express to you our appreciation for all you've done, and
for this. Senator Daschle and I will find a special place for this great eagle.
Thank you.

Mayor BLOOMBERG. Thank you.

The SPEAKER. And Tom Daschle.

Representative HASTERT. On behalf of the U.S. Congress, we have
a unique gift: a token of that day, and a token of the strength of this Nation.

Over the Capitol of the United States flew the flag of the United States
of America. And on September 11, we took that flag down. We kept it.
We weren’t sure exactly how we were going to use that flag. But we think
it’s very appropriate today to give it to the City of New York as a memento
of what this Congress believes in: the ability and strength of the people
of New York. The spirit of the people of New York is truly the spirit of
America. Thank you.

Senator DASCHLE. On September 11, when the people of South Dakota
saw what happened, they dropped everything. One ranch couple, themselves
struggling right now, sold 100 head of cattle, and donated the proceeds
to the victims and their families. A class of second graders collected pennies,
thinking that they might be able to collect or raise a couple of hundred
dollars. They raised $1,776.05.

I'm sure you could find similar stories from Speaker Hastert’s constitu-
ents in Illinois, Senator Lott’s in Mississippi, Congressman Gephardt’s in
Missouri. But in reaching out to help the people of New York, we realized
it was the people of New York who were helping us. Your courage helped
steady a wounded Nation.

So today, I join Speaker Hastert on behalf of all of those you inspired,
to present you with this flag. We hope it’ll find a home in the memorial
you build to the victims of September 11, to let all New Yorkers know
that they didn’t just inspire a city, they inspired a nation.
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Mayor BLOOMBERG. Dick, would you come up? And, Trent, and
if you could come up here as well.

Thank you.

Earlier, I proudly, perhaps boastfully but accurately, referred to New
York City as the Nation’s cultural capital. I will now demonstrate that this
was not an idle boast. It is my great pleasure to introduce a great composer,
arranger, conductor, musician, and in my book most importantly an educa-
tor. The winner of the Pulitzer Prize for music, and the artistic director
of jazz at Lincoln Center, Winton Marsalis.

(Musical presentation.)

Mayor BLOOMBERG. As to my boast about culture, I will rest my
case.

Thank you.

Well, thank you for joining us for this historic event. The Members
of Congress will now exit en masse to visit Ground Zero and to pay their
personal respects to the more than 2,800 people who died for freedom. Gov-
ernor Pataki and I will go with them.

But to facilitate their orderly departure, I would ask that all other
guests please remain seated until the Members have left for the ballroom.

Thank you for your cooperation. And thank you for showing your sup-
port for the greatest city on Earth.
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In the House of Representatives

of the United States

Monday, September 9, 2002

Hon. Philip M. Crane

OF ILLINOIS

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to join my colleagues
in the House and Senate in commemorating the
victims and heroes of September 11, 2001, during
our special session of Congress held in Federal
Hall in New York, NY.

On the days following the attacks on Septem-
ber 11, Americans across the country came to-
gether to demonstrate the strength and resiliency
of this great country. It is in that same spirit
that we stand together today—both Republicans
and Democrats—to reaffirm that strength and re-
siliency by showing a strong bipartisan expres-
sion that we are first and foremost Americans and
are committed to protecting the freedoms and
values that make this country great.

As we go through this week and revisit some
of the darkest moments in our Nation’s history,
we must remember that our Nation has always
been one that has triumphed over adversity. At
times of great despair, America has consistently
risen to its greatest hours.

In remembrance of those lives lost on Septem-
ber 11 and to heroes that emerged on that fateful
day, I would like to close with some words from
President Abraham Lincoln’s Gettysburg Ad-
dress:

that from these honored dead we take increased devotion
to that cause for which they here gave the last full measure
of devotion—that we here highly resolve that these dead shall
not have died in vain; that this Nation shall have a new birth

of freedom; and that this government of the people, by the
people, for the people, shall not perish from the Earth.

May God bless America.

Hon. Bob Etheridge

OF NORTH CAROLINA

Mr. Speaker, it’s hard to believe that it’s been
almost a full year since that awful day. On Sep-
tember 11, 2001, all the world saw the very face
of evil. And on that day and every day since, we
have felt the heartbeat of America.

For me, the most enduring image of 9/11 was
the sight of the Pentagon on fire after the terror-
ists crashed American Airlines flight 77 into our
Nation’s military headquarters. A thick black
smoky cloud oozed from the Pentagon and hung
over the banks of the Potomac River. I will never
forget seeing with my own eyes that proud
building engulfed in flames. Then the whole
world watched television in stunned disbelief as
the Twin Towers of the World Trade Center
came crumbling down in a fiery wreck of twisted
steel.

On that day, America was changed forever.
But, the test in life is not whether or not you
ever get knocked down. The true test is whether
you have the courage, pride and determination
to get back up again. Every day since September
11, the people of this country have gotten back
up.

We Americans from all walks of life have
pulled together like never before. We have stood
united to tell our enemies that the spirit of
America will never be broken. We will not rest
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until we have eliminated Osama bin Laden and
his terrorist network.

In the year since 9/11, we have come to treasure
the service and sacrifice of ordinary Americans as
extraordinarily heroic. The selfless devotion of
the firefighters, police, EMS and other public
servants in New York City and the Pentagon
have given us new appreciation for our home-
town heroes whose everyday service does so much
to strengthen our communities. The dedicated
professionalism of our men and women in uni-
form renew our pride in our country and make
us thankful for our many, many blessings. And
the incredible story of the passengers of the hi-
jacked plane who fought back and prevented the
tragic events of that day from being even worse
inspires us all to take charge and give back to
our country.

September 11 taught us anew the immeas-
urable strength of the uniquely American ideal
of “We, the people.” As we memorialize the lives
lost 1 year ago, let us also celebrate the renewed
spirit of America that has been reinvigorated by
the service and sacrifice of so many ordinary citi-
zens and inspirational heroes.

Hon. Robert A. Borski

OF PENNSYLVANIA

Mr. Speaker, and my fellow colleagues of the
U.S. Congress, we are here in the City of New
York as representatives of a United States that
is bound together as never before. It is a tragic
bond, as it came at a cost of immeasurable suffer-
ing to the people of this great city, and to those
who lost their loved ones in the Pentagon or on
flight 93 that ended in Shanksville, PA. Today
we are gathered in remembrance of the events
that pierced our hearts 1 year ago.

On September 11, the terrible and violent acts
perpetrated against our homeland took the lives
of so many innocents. In the days after the at-
tacks, the courage and strength of our rescue
workers lifted the spirits of our Nation. In the
weeks and months following, an outpouring of
generosity from every corner of our Nation
showed that we stand together. Thousands lined
up to give blood in a gesture that Americans

would share the essence of life with no regard
for whom the recipient might be. The continu-
ing work of the young men and women in our
Armed Forces is a declaration that those respon-
sible for such cowardly acts will not escape jus-
tice. Today, 1 year later, we can say that our
wounds are healing. Our Nation has overcome
a great deal, and it is unity that has helped us
overcome our grief.

We, as public servants, have come together to
realize an even greater responsibility to our Na-
tion. These memories are a reminder that we
must remain vigilant while we rebuild and that
we must never allow our greatest treasure, our
liberty, to be vulnerable to the will of our en-
emies.

We will never forget the innocent victims. We
will never forget the heroes. It is with their
memory in our hearts that we live each day with
a greater sense of purpose and a deeper apprecia-
tion for the gifts that we in this Nation share.

Hon. Peter T. King

OF NEW YORK

Mr. Speaker, it is with great pride as an Amer-
ican and as a New Yorker that I commend my
colleagues for taking part in this special joint
meeting of Congress in historic Federal Hall.

By meeting in this venerable hall in lower
Manhattan—just blocks from where the Twin
Towers of the World Trade Center were de-
stroyed less than 1 year ago—the U.S. Senate and
House of Representatives have demonstrated our
Government’s lasting commitment to the people
of New York. And by fighting back and emerg-
ing stronger than ever, New Yorkers have dem-
onstrated their grit, their courage and their de-
termination. On September 11, 2001, New York
took our enemy’s best shot and never wavered
or faltered. The police officers, firefighters and
all the rescue workers who raced into the inferno
demonstrated unsurpassed courage and set the
tone and standard for our Nation and the world.
Just as significantly, the families of the brave
men and women who were murdered that day
just because they went to work in the World
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Trade Center have demonstrated a class and dig-
nity that defy comprehension.

None of us will ever forget where we were or
what we were doing when we first heard the
news of the terrorist attacks of September 11—
the attack on the World Trade Center, the attack
on the Pentagon and the bringing down of flight
93 in Pennsylvania by uncommonly heroic pas-
sengers. Nor will we forget how our Nation ral-
lied behind President Bush as he commanded the
war against international terrorism. That war
will be waged on many battlefields and in many
ways for many years to come. But we know that
America will prevail. It will prevail in large part
because of the fighting spirit that rose from the
flames and smoke which engulfed lower Manhat-
tan. And it is that spirit that the U.S. Congress
has honored and acknowledged by holding this
extraordinary session in Federal Hall. God bless
America.

Hon. Tammy Baldwin

OF WISCONSIN

Mr. Speaker, today we gather here in Federal
Hall to honor and recognize the courage and de-
termination of the survivors of the horrible ter-
rorist attacks of September 11, 2001. It is fitting
that we do so.

It was here in Federal Hall that the new Con-
gress of the United States first met in 1789 to
govern our new Nation. It was here in New York
that our Founding Fathers passed the laws that
are the foundation for our democratic political
system. From this solid foundation, our Nation
has grown and prospered. Our people have ex-
celled in science, in the humanities, in art and
culture. We have grown to be a great Nation,
home to a great people, with tremendous hopes
and incredible dreams for the future. And it all
began right here in Federal Hall.

One year ago, terrorists attacked America.
Their targets were not simply the buildings they
destroyed and the people they murdered. They
were attacking the very ideals that define what
it means to be an American. They wanted to
drive us apart and make us afraid.

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to say that they
failed.

Faced with tragedy and destruction, the people
of the United States, and particularly the people
of New York, came together as one community.
We gathered the emotional resources to survive
and heal, and we pulled together the financial
resources to rebuild. This has not been easy. It
takes incredible courage to move forward after a
tragedy like 9/11. But we did find that courage
within ourselves.

That is why it is so fitting that we are here
in New York today. One year after September
11, we are rededicating our Nation. The terrorists
have not won. They have lost. Our Nation is
stronger and more united. Our freedom, our
courage, our determination, our unity, our diver-
sity, our charity and our democracy are our
strengths. New York has exhibited all of these
strengths in abundance in the last year. And
these strengths are everywhere in America.

Hon. Jerrold Nadler

OF NEW YORK

Mr President, Mr. Speaker, today marks a his-
toric occasion for New York and for the U.S.
Congress. This is the first Congress that has con-
vened here in New York since the First Congress
convened here to watch President Washington
take the oath of office and to pass the Bill of
Rights.

We join here today not as Republicans or
Democrats, but as Americans. The symbolic ges-
ture of our joint meeting is both solemn and
celebratory.

It is solemn because we come here today to
honor a city devastated by the most terrible sin-
gle attack on American soil in our history, and
the thousands of innocent people lost in that at-
tack. As the elected Representative for the area
of New York most directly impacted by the at-
tacks of September 11, 2001, I can tell you that
my constituents are grateful for the act of solidar-
ity with New York that we show here today. I
can also tell you that they are even more grateful
that Congress has rallied to help this city for the
past year.
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Our joint meeting today is also celebratory.
One year ago, a group of vicious and heartless
terrorists sought to cripple this city and this
country by obliterating one of its great land-
marks. It was their hope that not only would
thousands be rendered lifeless, but that our way
of life, our democracy, would be extinguished.
Today we celebrate the life and vibrancy of our
democracy that still lives—and do so in a city
that remains the most lively, diverse, and mighty
on the face of the Earth, despite the worst efforts
of those terrorists.

It is only right that we seek out those who
sought to destroy us. But bombs and bullets are
merely the tools we use in our self-defense. Re-
venge against our foes will come not through
bloodshed, but through acts defiant of their
goals. For the last year, despite the aim of the
terrorists to kill our national spirit, this Nation
has proudly and defiantly displayed the flag from
our homes, our cars, our community centers, and
our houses of worship. Despite the murderous
foes who sought to divide us, our people have
joined in concerts celebrating our country and its
ideals, and vigils marking our unity.

Over two centuries ago, after stumbling
through a government under the Articles of Con-
federation, with most of the world wishing to
see our demise, we gathered here, defiant of the
world and its wishes, resolved to make our great
democratic experiment work. It is only fitting
then, that we stand here again defiant of those
who wish for our demise. Let there be no doubt,
today we are telling the world that New York

lives on, America lives on, and her ideals live on!

Hon. Randy “Duke” Cunningham

OF CALIFORNIA

Mr. Speaker, 1 year ago, America watched with
horror as the tragic events of September II un-
folded here in New York City and in our Na-
tion’s Capital. On that morning, already aghast
at the attack on the Twin Towers, I looked out
the window of my Capitol Hill office and gasped
in horror as I watched the black smoke billow
out of the Pentagon and drift across the clear

blue sky. Still stunned, I was quickly shuffled
out of my office to safety.

Today, as I reflect on the profound loss that
our Nation faced in the midst of these horrific
attacks, I am also heartened by the selfless acts
of valor, community spirit, and national unity
that have followed this tragedy. Despite the
stresses that our Nation has experienced, the ties
that bind our diverse country together are
stronger than ever.

Immediately following the terrorist attacks on
America, President Bush called on all of us to
volunteer to bring our country together and rees-
tablish those local ties that oftentimes are ne-
glected. Americans responded. The resurgence of
commitment to community can be found in our
homes, our houses of worship, our schools, and
our workplaces. From New York City to San
Diego, citizens responded with soup kitchens,
mentoring programs and charitable donations of
goods and time. And the proud men and women
of the U.S. military responded, allowing our
country to take an aggressive lead in the war on
terrorism.

I have heard many stories of outstanding indi-
viduals who have gone above and beyond this call
to aid those in their community through extraor-
dinary service and exemplary acts. While we re-
flect on the American spirit, it is also important
to highlight the measures we have taken to pre-
vent future attacks of this magnitude.

The attacks on our Nation were motivated by
intolerant and ignorant individuals seeking to
forever change our way of life and destroy this
great Nation. Much like Washington, Adams
and Jefferson, we must seek to ensure that this
country remains an example of democracy and
freedom—we must be the patriots of today.

Since September 11, 2001, all levels and
branches of government have cooperated to
strengthen aviation and border security, stockpile
more medicines to defend against bioterrorism,
improve information sharing among our intel-
ligence agencies and deploy more resources and
personnel to protect our critical infrastructure.

At the same time, the changing nature of
threats to our Nation requires a new and re-
formed government structure to protect against
enemies who can strike at any time with any
number of weapons. As I write this column, no
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single government agency has homeland security
as its primary mission. In fact, responsibilities for
homeland security are dispersed among more
than 100 different government organizations.
America needs a unified homeland security struc-
ture that will improve protection against today’s
threats and be flexible enough to help meet the
unknown threats of the future.

President Bush has proposed the most signifi-
cant transformation of the U.S. Government in
over a half century by consolidating the current
confusing patchwork of government activities
into a single department called the Department
of Homeland Security. Changing threats require
a new government structure to meet these
threats. The Department of Homeland Security
will have in one place all the resources needed
to do what it takes to protect our country. The
reorganization of America’s homeland security
infrastructure is crucial to overcoming the enor-
mous threat we face today.

The shocking and tragic events of September
11 reminded us of the frailty of life, but today’s
special session demonstrates our resilience and
strength in the face of adversity. Thousands went
to work on September 11 thinking about their
jobs, their families, their friends—most likely
not contemplating their own mortality. Yet in
an instant, death and injury met them face to
face. We must never forget those who perished,
and we honor them again today. We owe it to
their memory to ensure that we never face such
a loss again. Regrouping as individuals and as
a nation, we must continue rebuilding, and
working to defeat the terrorists by growing even
stronger as a nation.

Hon. Constance A. Morella

OF MARYLAND

Mr. Speaker, a year ago, on September T1I,
2001, Americans were faced with the horrible re-
ality of that day’s heinous attacks.

As we gather here today, in the building that
served as our Nation’s first Capitol and witnessed
the inauguration of our first President, our
blessed Nation stands firm and it stands strong.

Over the past year, Americans have shown
those who wished to tear our country apart that
their cowardly actions only brought our Nation
closer together. Here in the place where our de-
mocracy was born, we say to the world that these
States of America remain united. We are united
by our values, our communities, and our free-
doms. Just as we will never forget what makes
this Nation great, we will never forget the hard-
ships we have endured. We will always remem-
ber September 11.

Even though America has had a year to mourn
our losses, we still weep for the victims of that
day. We continue to offer our prayers, our com-
fort, and our resolve to those who lost loved ones
on that day.

Without question, the attacks of September 11
were a strike against all nations that value free-
dom and democracy. It was an act of war, but
we were not to be intimidated. As a Congress,
we remain steadfast with our Nation in the fight
against terrorism. American history has always
been defined by the resiliency of our people, and
I stand here today to repeat our solemn pledge
to defend freedom and liberty and show that we
will remain resilient no matter what the threat.
The freedoms and values our forefathers gathered
in this hall to protect are simply too sacrosanct
to ever be compromised.

Hon. Juanita Millender-McDonald

OF CALIFORNIA

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor for me as a Mem-
ber of the U.S. Congress to convene here in New
York today, September 6, 2002, on this historic
occasion. It has been I year since the tragic ter-
rorist attacks of September 11. It has been over
200 years since Congress convened here in New
York at Federal Hall to elect the first President
of the United States and to ratify the Bill of
Rights.

We applaud the people of this great city and
State for their resolve in light of the devastation
thrust upon them. It is a credit to their persever-
ance and their total commitment to freedom that
the 107th Congress stands proud today. We re-
flect with remorse on the past year, but also look
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forward with hope and optimism as we proceed
in the healing of our Nation. On this historic
day, the Congress has convened to mourn the loss
of families and friends during the September 11
attacks, and to salute the heroism of our police
officers, firefighters, and emergency responders
who performed with unbridled bravery and gave
so selflessly on that tragic day.

As I reflect on the tragic events of a year ago,
I am reminded of the heavy hearts of so many
great Americans who have grappled with this
cowardly act and of those who had loved ones
who perished in New York, Pennsylvania and the
Pentagon. For those who lost friends and cowork-
ers and who must now try to go on with their
lives, our prayers are offered to these families and
their friends and to all America and other coun-
tries who experienced loss.

Today we are expressing our gratitude to the
firefighters, police officers, healthcare workers
and those individuals who, on that fateful day,
performed heroic deeds and helped their fellow
citizens and neighbors without regard for their
own welfare.

During the recent year, my colleagues and I
in Congress have actively engaged in debate
about how to develop an agenda that addresses
the new world in which we now live.

Though our country and the world have been
shaken, we continue to build bridges toward
progress and strengthen the bond of patriotism
and the spirit of hope. I cannot express how im-
portant it is to map out a course for our future
that will sustain, inspire and protect our chil-
dren. We must provide our children with a sense
of optimism and hope.

Our domestic efforts and grief over the tragic
events of September 11 have heightened our ap-
preciation for the pain of others around the world
who have been subjected to the brutality and
inhumanness of terrorism. That is why we have
supported liberation and democratization efforts
in Afghanistan and seek to assist in the rehabili-
tation of those persecuted and those who are at-
tempting to rebuild their lives and their country.
We must complete our mission there.

As we return to Washington, our Nation and
its Congress will never forget the victims of Sep-
tember 11. On this occasion of reflection, recom-
mitment and rededication to freedom and de-

mocracy, we are affirming our commitment to
remember and honor the men and women who
paid the ultimate price—their lives. They will
always be a part of our history and our hearts.
Our Nation shall continue to rise to meet the
challenge of terrorism and the threats posed by
terrorists who seek to derail freedom and a Na-
tion of peace.

RECOGNIZING THE HEROISM AND COURAGE
DISPLAYED BY AIRLINE FLIGHT ATTENDANTS
EACH DAY

Hon. Thomas E. Petri

OF WISCONSIN

Mr. Speaker, I move to suspend the rules and
agree to the concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res.
401) recognizing the heroism and courage dis-
played by airline flight attendants each day, as
amended.

The Clerk read as follows:

H. Con. REs. 401

Whereas over 100,000 men and women serve as airline
flight attendants in the United States;

Whereas flight attendants dedicate themselves to serving
and protecting their passengers;

Whereas flight attendants are responsible for customer
service aboard an aircraft;

Whereas flight attendants react to dangerous situations as
the first line of defense of airline passengers;

Whereas safety and security are a flight attendant’s pri-
mary concerns,

Whereas flight attendants evacuate aircraft in emergency
situations;

Whereas flight attendants defend passengers against hi-
jackers, terrorists, and abusive passengers;

Whereas flight attendants handle in-flight medical emer-
gencies;

Whereas flight attendants perform routine safety and serv-
ice duties on board an aircraft;

Whereas 25 flight attendants lost their lives aboard 4 hi-
jacked flights on September 11, 2001;

Whereas 5 flight attendants helped prevent United Air-
lines Flight 93 from reaching its intended target on Septem-
ber 11, 2001,

Whereas flight attendants provided assistance to passengers
across the United States who had their flights diverted on
September 11, 2001;

Whereas on December 22, 2001, flight attendants helped
subdue attempted shoe bomber, Richard Reid, who at-
tempted to kill all 185 passengers and 12 crew members on
board American Airlines Flight 63; and
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Whereas on February 7, 2002, flight attendants helped
prevent Pablov Moreira, a Uruguayan citizen, from breaking
into the cockpit during United Airlines Flight 855 from

Miami to Buenos Aires: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the Senate concurring),
That Congress—

(1) expresses profound gratitude to airline flight attendants

for their daily service to make air travel safe;
(2) honors the courage and dedication of flight attendants;

(3) expresses support for the flight attendants who dis-
played heroism on September 11, 2001, and to all flight at-

tendants who continue to display heroism each day; and

(4) directs the Clerk of the House of Representatives to
send a copy of this resolution to a family member of each

of the flight attendants killed on September 11, 2001.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in strong support of
H. Con. Res. 4o1, honoring the over 100,000
men and women who serve as flight attendants.
As we near the final anniversary of the September
11 attacks, I think it is appropriate that we stop
to recognize these everyday heroes.

America’s flight attendants dedicated their
lives to ensuring the safety and the security of
their passengers. There are over 20,000 commer-
cial airline flights each day, and on these flights,
flight attendants put the well-being of each of
their passengers ahead of their own. They are the
first responders to all emergencies in the cabin
of an aircraft. They provide in-flight medical as-
sistance to passengers in need. They may be the
only line of defense should terrorists once again
attempt to take control of an airplane.

It was the flight attendants who subdued at-
tempted shoe bomber Richard Reid aboard
American flight 63 last September. Last year, 25
flight attendants lost their lives aboard the 4 hi-
jacked flights on September 11. In recognition of
their important role, the House overwhelmingly
passed legislation that would significantly in-
crease self-defense and situational training to aid
flight attendants in the case of another terrorist
hijacking.

I would like to express my profound gratitude
to all airline flight attendants for their daily serv-
ice to make air travel safe and secure, and urge

the passage of this resolution.

Hon. Elijah E. Cummings

OF MARYLAND

Mr. Speaker, I, too, want to commend the sub-
committee chairman, the gentleman from Florida
(Mr. Mica), and the ranking member, the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. Lipinski), for their ac-
tion on H. Con. Res. 401 that recognizes the
largely unsung heroism that airline flight attend-
ants display on a daily basis.

On September 11 of last year, 25 flight attend-
ants lost their lives as a result of terrorist attacks.
When they left their homes and loved ones that
morning, I am sure that none of them knew what
tragic events would unfold before the day’s end,
and what role they would play in it. Five flight
attendants working on United Airlines flight 93
helped prevent hijackers from reaching their in-
tended target of Washington, DC. I am sure that
many of us have to give credit to them for per-
haps saving our lives.

Every day a workforce of 100,000 flight at-
tendants make it their mission to ensure the safe-
ty of passengers that rely on them. In the war
on terrorism, they can be compared to ground
soldiers. They are our front line of defense. Not
only did flight attendants display acts of heroism
on September 11, but they also have repeatedly
reacted courageously to thwart acts of terrorism
on American aircraft.

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to acknowledge the
heroism and bravery of flight attendants. After
September 11, when many were afraid to return
to the air, these courageous workers devotedly re-
turned to their jobs. I admire their sense of dedi-
cation and professional attitude. I urge my col-
leagues to support this very appropriate resolu-
tion.

Hon. Nick J. Rahall 1T

OF WEST VIRGINIA

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of West Virginians and
Americans as a whole, I want to express our deep
appreciation to the flight attendants who provide
outstanding service while ensuring public safety
for thousands of Americans on a daily basis. In
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addition, I want to commend our Nation’s flight
attendants for their acts of heroism. A consider-
able number of them demonstrated their great
courage during the September 11 attacks that oc-
curred almost exactly 1 year ago today.

It should not be overlooked that in the days,
weeks, and months following that terrible day,
America’s flight attendants bravely resumed their
duties serving our flying public. This contribu-
tion aided the almost immediate restoration of
air service, and it provides a profound demonstra-
tion of this country’s refusal to let the terrorists
win. Our flight attendants, and by extension, all
of us would not allow a few evil doers to destroy
our daily activities and our unique way of life.

As we approach the anniversary of September
11, we must remember the contributions of this
group of individuals who have so ably dem-
onstrated their importance to this country and
to its citizens. They stand as an example for the
brave efforts of all hard-working Americans as we
cope with the events and the aftermath of that
infamous day.

Hon. Rob Simmons

OF CONNECTICUT

Mzr. Speaker, a great many things changed on
September 11, 200I. Among them, Americans
began thinking differently about air travel, and
we all gained a greater respect for those who are
pledged to guarantee our safety as we fly.

For its part, Congress has moved to make air
travel safer, and I have no doubt we will do
more. But one of the main lines of defense
against events in the air rests with the pilots and
flight crews.

The professionalism, courage and common
sense exhibited by these individuals is clearly ex-
emplified in the actions of Madeline Amy Todd
Sweeney, who was a flight attendant aboard
American Airlines flight 11 on September 1I.
That was the first aircraft to crash into the
World Trade Center.

Showing courage under pressure, Amy was one
of the first individuals to use a cell phone and
notify the world of the hijackings that were
under way. Her last acts of bravery were critically

important in identifying and exposing those ter-
rorists who threatened our lives, our country and
our values.

Ms. Sweeney is a true American hero. She was
many things to many wonderful people, a faith-
ful wife, a loving mother, and a devoted daugh-
ter. But she will be remembered by most Ameri-
cans for her extraordinary heroism and devotion
to duty on a fateful day.

Consider this—those who hijacked American
Airlines flight 11 had years of training and prepa-
ration for their terrible mission. They had plenty
of time to consider what they were going to do.
But for Amy, the decisions of a lifetime were
compressed into a few terrible minutes. Yet she
responded with tremendous courage, calmness
and common sense. She did her duty in the face
of death. And at the last moment, she called out
to God for salvation.

I had the honor earlier this year to attend a
ceremony in Massachusetts where she became the
first individual to be awarded the “Madeline
Amy Todd Sweeney Award for Civilian Bravery.”
It is in recognition of Amy Todd Sweeney’s hero-
ism and courageous spirit that this award was
created.

Future recipients—awarded annually on the
anniversary of her death—must demonstrate ex-
ceptional bravery, without regard for personal
safety, in an effort to save the life or lives of an-
other or others in actual or imminent danger. It
is a fitting tribute to her conduct that this award
has been established. There can be little doubt
that many people are alive today because of her
quick thinking and her heroism. Her actions re-
mind us that courage is rightly esteemed as the
first of human qualities because it is the quality
that guarantees all others.

And we should remember that courage does
not mean an absence of fear, because without fear
there can be no courage. Courage is doing the
thing you think you cannot do.

Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent to enter
into the Record a recent article from the New Lon-
don Day entitled, “A Hero on Flight 11, She Put
Her Job First: Madeline Amy Todd Sweeney.”

May God bless and keep you, Madeline Amy
Todd Sweeney, and may God bless America.
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A HERO ON FLIGHT 11, SHE PUT HER JOB FIRST: MADELINE
AMY TODD SWEENEY
9—11: THE SHADOW OF A DAY

(By Bethe Defresne)

Once the extended family of Madeline Amy Todd Sweeney
verified that she was aboard the flight, there was no waiting
for a miracle. There was no use praying that the blond, blue-
eyed young mother with the dazzling smile had been caught
in some pocket of hope within the ashes of the World Trade
Center, and that somehow she would rise up and come home
to them.

Relatives and friends of victims who worked in the towers
would spend days or even weeks holding off the inevitable.
But for Sweeney’s loved ones, there was only the swift, burn-
ing onslaught of grief.

She was a flight attendant on American Airlines flight 11,
the plane that hit the North Tower at 8:48 a.m. on Sept.
11, when the world still thought it must have been some ter-
rible accident.

Sweeney’s colleagues in air control back at Logan Inter-
national Airport in Boston, where the flight had taken off
that morning bound for Los Angeles, were among the few
who knew better—because she had told them.

Calmly, and with painstaking attention to detail, Sweeney
had explained that the plane was being hijacked. What she
said would later help Federal investigators reconstruct how
the plane was taken over.

Sweeney reported the seat numbers of the hijackers, includ-
ing suspected ringleader Mohamed Atta, and the progress of
their assault. She described the landscape below after the
flight was diverted, right up until the shocking end.

Her last words were, “I see water and building. Oh my
God! Oh my God!”

Sweeney’s father, William A. Todd of Norwich, expects
that some day he’ll listen to a tape of conversations from the
airplane. But he’s not ready.

This Sept. 11, Todd will be in Boston, the point of
Sweeney’s departure, not New York, the site of her tragic
end, to mark the anniversary of the terrorist attacks. There
he will witness the presentation of the second annual Mad-
eline Amy Todd Sweeney Award for Civilian Bravery, post-
humously presented to her in February with her family in
attendance.

Sweeney lived in Acton, Mass., with her husband, Michael,
and their two children, Anna, 6, and Jack, 5. The award,
in the form of a medallion, is to be given each year to a
Massachusetts resident who exemplifies the courage that
Sweeney displayed.

Her reports from the doomed airplane have been credited
with helping officials make the crucial decision to ground
all airplanes on Sept. 11, perhaps saving many lives.

It’s good, Todd acknowledged, to have something to do
and somewhere to go on this grim anniversary. And he really
didn’t want to be in New York.

“It’s too much,” he says.

Mike Sweeney, who could not be reached, is reportedly
coping as best he can, and also plans to be at the presentation
in Boston on Wednesday.

Reflecting today on what enabled his 35-year-old daughter
to show such remarkable strength under intense pressure,
Todd draws upon an apt and familiar analogy, that of a sol-
dier in battle. As an Army war veteran who saw combat in
Korea, Todd, 65, says his daughter was doing what she was
trained to do in a situation like that: focus not on yourself,
but on your job.

Todd treasures an American flag carried in Sweeney’s
honor aboard an F-16CG Falcon during a Jan. 26 combat
mission over Afghanistan. The flag was sent to him along
with a citation from the 332d Air Expedition Group, called
“The Tip of the Spear,” certifying that the flag was carried
“In Memory of the Grace and Bravery of Madeline Amy Todd
Sweeney, who lost her life to a terrorist attack on the WTC
while serving on American Airlines flight 11 on Sept. 11,
2001.”

Todd hasn’t decided yet where to display the flag, which
he handles reverently, like a flag that has been draped over
a soldier’s coffin. It was a nephew in the Air Force, Patrick
Todd, who arranged through his commanding officer to have
the flag carried and delivered.

Sweeney came from a large extended family, with numer-
ous aunts, uncles and cousins. She reveled in those myriad
relationships, said Todd, and will be especially missed at the
Sept. 28 wedding of her brother, William Todd III, who lives
in Massachusetts. He was her only sibling.

Sitting at the kitchen table in his home on Corning Road,
Todd, who retired after 15 years as a welder at Electric Boat
in Groton, appears to take some comfort in thinking about
the lasting impression his daughter’s life has made on others.
But he is not a man given to displaying an excess of emotion.

“What can you say?” he asks. “Not a day goes by that
I don’t think of her.”

Tears well up in his tired eyes, but he won’t let them
go. His wife of 23 years, Doris, is more talkative and openly
emotional. Sweeney was like a daughter to her, she says, al-
though they only got together on visits, mostly during the
summer. Todd and his first wife divorced when Sweeney was
10, and she continued to live with her mother in Nashua,
N.H.

It’s not very difficult for family members to imagine what
Sweeney, whom everyone called Amy, would have been doing
this past year had she not been among the 3,008 victims of
Sept. 11. She would have continued to love being a wife and
mother, kept in close touch with her large circle of friends
and family, and, of course, kept on flying.

The 12-year veteran of American Airlines was at a point
in life where, it seems, she had everything she wanted. “She
loved to fly, and she loved to travel,” says Todd. She espe-
cially relished trips to the Caribbean.

The flight to Los Angeles was also one of her favorites,
Todd says, because she got a layover in California.

After Sweeney graduated from high school, before she mar-
ried and went to flight attendant school, she took a year off
to live and travel in California, says Todd. This was her one
real fling with being totally carefree.

But shouldering responsibility was something Sweeney ap-
parently did willingly, with a modest touch that endeared
her to family, friends and colleagues, as well as passengers.

She was “a natural at being a flight attendant” wrote one
of her peers in a tribute booklet put out by American Airlines
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and given to all the families of those who died on flight 11.
She was a genuine people person, it was said, always the first

to volunteer when help was needed.

In her heroic death, Sweeney is forever linked with one
colleague in particular, fellow flight attendant Betty Ong.
The two women worked as a team to alert ground officials

about what was happening.

The Todds have a tape of a “Prime Time” TV segment
on the two women, hosted by Diane Sawyer. Sweeney’s hus-
band, Mike, is featured along with several members of Ong’s
family. So, too, are home videos of Sweeney playing and sing-
ing with her children.

But most of the program is devoted to what happened on
flight 11.

Doris Todd cries softly, and her husband sits stoically up-
right in his chair, as a Logan flight manager who got the
first call recounts his conversations with Sweeney. “Amy,
honey,” he began, “what’s going on?”

Everything after that was dark—throats slashed, orders
from hijackers—but Sweeney remained purposeful and calm
through it all.

The Todds find this tape difficult to watch, but say they've
looked at it several times. During the program, the Ong fam-
ily reports that a bone and a flesh fragment from Betty Ong

were recovered from the WTC site.

“Nothing was found of Amy,” says Todd, not even a bit
of DNA. But this is not something to dwell on, he says.
He'd rather hold the flag that was carried over a battlefield
in her honor, or point out the sign in her memory attached
to his truck, the one he drove in the June parade for “A
Reason to Ride,” an organization that raises funds for dis-

abled and homeless veterans.

There’s been talk, Todd says, that Sweeney and some other
Sept. 11 heroes might be posthumously awarded the Presi-
dential Medal of Freedom. U.S. Rep. Rob Simmons, R—2d
District, and Sen. Edward Kennedy of Massachusetts are
among those who have proposed Sweeney for the prestigious
award.

The Todds haven’t gotten involved in the debate over what
kind of memorial should be erected at Ground Zero, but they
do have two thoughts on the subject. “It should be tall,”
they say. “And it should have all the names, like the Vietnam
War Memorial.”

Sweeney didn’t have enough information in that early hour
of Sept. 11 to go on the offensive, like the crew and passengers
of United flight 93, forced down in a field in Pennsylvania.
But she died in service to her passengers and, it turned out,

to her country.

It’s almost impossible to find a source of gratitude in the
horror of Sept. 11. But the Todds say they're at least glad
to know that almost to the last moment Madeline Amy Todd

Sweeney was not living in terror, but helping others.

PETER J. GANCI, JR. POST OFFICE BUILDING

Hon. Jo Ann Davis

OF VIRGINIA

Mr. Speaker, I move to suspend the rules and
pass the bill (H.R. §336) to designate the facility
of the U.S. Postal Service located at 380 Main
Street in Farmingdale, NY, as the “Peter J.
Ganci, Jr. Post Office Building.”

The Clerk read as follows:

H.R. 5336

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States of America in Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. PETER J. GANCI POST OFFICE
BUILDING.

(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the United States Postal
Service located at 380 Main Street in Farmingdale, New
York, shall be known and designated as the “Peter J. Ganci,
Jr. Post Office Building”.

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law, map, regulation,
document, paper, or other record of the United States to the
facility referred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to be
a reference to the Peter J. Ganci, Jr. Post Office Building.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. §336, introduced by our dis-
tinguished colleague from New York (Mr. King),
designates a post office in Farmingdale, NY, as
the Peter J. Ganci, Jr., Post Office Building.
Members of the entire House delegation from the
State of New York are cosponsors of this legisla-
tion.

Mr. Speaker, on September 11, immediately
after a jet struck the first tower at the World
Trade Center, Peter Ganci, chief of department
for the New York City Fire Department, rushed
to the scene from his command post in down-
town Brooklyn and started the rescue effort.

He was in the basement of tower one when
it collapsed. Miraculously, he survived, dug him-
self out of the rubble and went back to work.

It then became apparent that the second tower
would fall. Ganci, as the highest ranking uni-
formed officer on the scene, directed everyone to
clear out of the area, but Ganci did not himself
leave while his men were inside the tower. Ganci
said, “I'm not leaving my men,” and advanced
toward the towers to continue his life’s work of
saving and protecting others.

Chief Ganci was in the basement of the second
tower when it collapsed.
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Prior to joining the New York City Fire De-
partment, Ganci served in the Farmingdale Fire
Department as a volunteer and in the 82d Air-
borne Division. Ganci served in the New York
Fire Department for 33 years and was decorated
repeatedly for bravery.

Ganci is survived by his wife, Kathleen; his
sons, Christopher and Peter; and his daughter,
Danielle. His son, Peter Ganci III, now serves
with Ladder Company 111 of the New York City
Fire Department.

Mr. Speaker, I urge adoption of H.R. §336.

Hon. Danny K. Davis

OF ILLINOIS

As a member of the House Committee on
Government Reform, I am pleased to join my
colleague today in the consideration of two postal
naming bills: H.R. 5336, introduced by the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. King), which names
a post office in Farmingdale, NY, after Peter
Ganci; and H.R. 4797, introduced by the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. Becerra), which
names a post office in Los Angeles, CA, after Nat
King Cole. These measures have the support of
their respective State congressional delegations to
name U.S. postal facilities after very deserving
individuals, and I urge their swift passage.

H.R. 5336, to designate the facility of the U.S.
Postal Service located at 380 Main Street in
Farmingdale, NY, as the Peter J. Ganci, Jr., Post
Office Building, was introduced by the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. King) on September
5, 2002.

An American hero, Peter J. Ganci was the
New York City Fire Department’s highest rank-
ing chief who died when the World Trade Center
came down. Chief Ganci had been on the radio
in front of the trade center directing the rescue
efforts when the building collapsed.

Who was Chief Ganci? He was 54 years old
and a resident of Massapequa, NY; the chief of
the department, one of the highest ranking uni-
formed officers in the fire department; husband
to Kathleen; father to Peter III, Christopher and
Danielle. He was also a 33-year-old veteran of the
New York Fire Department, whose son Peter is

a firefighter assigned to Ladder Company 111 in
Brooklyn, NY, and Brooklyn, NY, is the place
where Peter Ganci got his start in 1960.

After serving in engine and ladder companies,
Mr. Ganci rose to lieutenant, captain, battalion
chief, deputy chief and then acting chief. He also
ran the Bureau of Fire Investigation, and was ap-
pointed the chief of operations prior to becoming
chief of the department.

A hands-on man, Chief Ganci was doing his
job, commanding the rescue operations at the
New York World Trade Center.

Accordingly, I urge swift passage of this bill
and commend my colleague for seeking to honor
Chief Peter J. Ganci, Jr., in this matter.

Hon. Peter T. King

OF NEW YORK

Mr. Speaker, I am privileged to rise today in
support of this legislation. Pete Ganci was a con-
stituent of mine. He was an individual who per-
sonified the leadership and the bravery which re-
sulted last September 11 in the greatest rescue op-
eration in the history of this country.

Twenty-five thousand people were rescued that
day, and it was done primarily through the ef-
forts of the New York City Fire Department, and
Chief Pete Ganci was the chief of the depart-
ment, who was also the highest ranking uni-
formed officer ever to die in the line of duty,
and as the gentlewoman pointed out, Chief
Ganci was there that day with his men. Chief
Ganci was there in the line of duty.

Chief Ganci was there directing the operation
against this horrific attack that was carried out
against our country, and when the first tower
fell, Chief Ganci barely escaped with his life, and
when he saw the terrible carnage that resulted
and saw the terrible danger which was still being
faced by the North Tower, which had not yet
fallen, Chief Ganci ordered the entire operation
to be moved north.

As the entire operation, including the mayor
and other officials, went north, Pete Ganci went
south to be with his men, and that personified
the type of leadership which Pete Ganci gave in
the New York City Fire Department. As the
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gentlewoman pointed out, he had been a member
of the department more than 33 years, rising to
the highest office in that department, chief of the
department. Prior to that, he had been a para-
trooper in the 82d Airborne, and until his death,
he was an active member of the Farmingdale
Volunteer Fire Department in New York.

Mr. Speaker, at this point also, before I di-
gress, though, I want to pay a special debt of
thanks to Sal Pontillo, the Nassau County legis-
lator who represents the district in which Mr.
Ganci lived in Nassau County, and he has come
to me with this request. We have worked closely
on it, and he has also served as liaison with the
Ganci family and helped to bring this about.

Mr. Speaker, many of us look back on the date
of September 11 and we realize what a turning
point it was in the history of our country. It was
a turning point for many reasons. The point I
would like to focus on today is that after that
attack, actually as the attack was going on, as
the buildings were burning, as the buildings
were coming down, as people were being killed,
as people were being rescued, what the eyes of
the world and the eyes of the country saw was
the valor of the New York City firefighters and
police officers, those who were carrying out this
rescue operation under the most trying cir-
cumstances, and the person who was leading that
operation was Chief Ganci. Just think what
would have happened if he had not done what
he did, if the firefighters had not responded the
way they did, instead of running into the build-
ing, Chief Ganci had run out of the building and
kept going. On the contrary, he went right back
in the line of fire, the battlefield commander who
died with his men. It was that type of courage
that was shown that day, that type of heroism
that was shown that day, that type of spirit that
was shown that day which I think has inspired
our country to fight back, to come back and to
win this war against international terrorism, and
even just as important, to show that America
cannot be vanquished, that we can take the best
shot of the enemy and come back stronger than
ever.

That is what Chief Ganci personified that day.
In fact, it is the type of story that if somebody
had produced a movie about it, it would not have
been believed, for a person to be there when the

first tower came down and somehow survive it
and go back in and to be killed in the second
tower, which to me is the type of courage that
I cannot even begin to fathom.

This was the first battle, Mr. Speaker, and the
first great war of the 21st century, and Chief
Ganci died as a battlefield commander in that
war, and for that, this country owes him its
untiring thanks and gratitude for all that he has
done.

I want to say a special debt of thanks to his
wife, Kathy, who has shown tremendous courage
throughout this entire 363 days; his son, Pete,
who is a member of the New York City Fire De-
partment; his son, Chris; and his daughter,
Danielle.

I also want to thank the other 30 members
of the New York delegation for unanimously
supporting this resolution. To me, it is just an-
other indication of the tremendous regard that
all the men and women of the New York City
Fire Department had for Chief Ganci and, in-
deed, all of the members of the New York dele-
gation, everyone who had the opportunity to
know Chief Ganci.

I can say I was at his funeral last September
15. It was one of the most moving moments I
have ever been involved in, to see the tremendous
outpouring of support from his community in
North Massapequa and Farmingdale, all of the
surrounding community, by the thousands, com-
ing out to join in this salute to Chief Pete Ganci.

So, Mr. Speaker, with that I thank the gentle-
woman for yielding me the time. I thank the
House for considering this resolution today, and
I extend my very best thoughts, prayers and grat-
itude to the Ganci family for all they have gone
through.

Hon. Jo Ann Davis

OF VIRGINIA

I thank my colleague for introducing this leg-
islation to honor the chief of the New York City
Fire Department. As the wife of a professional
firefighter for almost 30 years, I know the brav-
ery that these firefighters have, and I have had
people tell me why they let chiefs send men in
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there to their deaths, and I have told them quite
clearly, if he would not have sent them in, I
know the firefighters would have gone in any-
way. That is just the type of bravery they do
have, and again, I thank my colleagues, and I

urge adoption of this resolution.

RECOGNIZING ROSELLE, MICHAEL HINGSON’S
GUIDE DOG, FOR HER BRAVERY AT WORLD TRADE
CENTER ON SEPTEMBER 11

Hon. Lynn C. Woolsey

OF CALIFORNIA

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to honor Roselle, a
yellow Labrador dog, whose bravery on Septem-
ber 1r as she led her blind owner Michael
Hingson from the World Trade Center is an in-
spiration.

Michael and Roselle have become well known
as representatives of the power of the human-
animal bond to build a trust that can carry them
through even the greatest tragedy.

Michael was working on the 78th floor of the
World Trade Center when the building was
struck. After making sure everyone in the office
was evacuated safely, Roselle and Michael began
the long descent down the stairwell. Despite the
heat and smoke, they calmly made their way
from the building and started running for the
subway as tower two began to collapse. In the
subway, Roselle guided Michael and another
woman down the stairs and led Michael to the
home of a friend in mid-Manhattan.

Michael has traveled with a dog from Guide
Dogs for the Blind for 37 years. Roselle’s ability
to lead, and Michael’s to command, under such
difficult circumstances embodies the success of
the lifelong partnerships developed through this

program.

Mr. Speaker, Roselle’s story demonstrates that
there were many kinds of bravery on September
11, 2001. It is appropriate to honor the bond that
enabled her to save the life of Michael Hingson.

REFLECTIONS ON AMERICA

Hon. Joseph M. Hoeffel

OF PENNSYLVANIA

Mr. Speaker, recently, as the 1-year anniversary
of September 11 approached, I looked back over
the statement I released the day after the attacks
occurred. As I read the statement that was issued
even as the smoke and dust still billowed over
lower Manhattan, the Pentagon and a field in
rural Pennsylvania, I was struck by how easy it
was to write some of the words and how difficult
it was to write others.

It was tremendously difficult to put into
words my feelings of disbelief and anger over the
insane acts of 19 individuals and their supporters.
It still is. It was heartrending to try to voice the
sorrow and sympathy I felt for the victims and
their families. And that, too, is still difficult.

It was not difficult, however to write the
words of hope, pride and conviction I had for this
country and its people on September 12. And,
today, a year later, I am happy to report that
the hope, pride and conviction were well-
founded. On September 12, 2001 I wrote, in part:

As I walked to work across the Capitol grounds this morn-
ing, a day after the attacks, I was struck as I often am by
the incredible beauty of the U.S. Capitol Building. The dome
was shining a brilliant white against a clear blue sky on a
beautiful late summer day. I realized that the glorious dome,
such a symbol of the strength and stability of our country,
might well have been the final target of the ill-fated fourth
hijacked plane.

The simple truth is that even if a terrorist act had de-
stroyed the dome, or if a thousand terrorist acts had obliter-
ated the entire Capital, America would still be standing firm
as it is today.

In the past year, we have cried and cursed. We
have opened our hearts and our wallets. We have
buried our dead and we continue to heal our
wounded and sorrowful. We have cleared the de-
bris and begun to rebuild. Our President has led,
and Congress has indeed stood shoulder to shoul-
der with him in support. Our soldiers have
fought bravely and we here at home have done
what we do best—we went back to work.

We will never again look at the world in the
same way. We are sadder. We are wiser. We are
closer. And, as I said a year ago, we are still
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standing firm. We've been through a lot. There
will be tough times ahead, but today I have even
a stronger feeling of hope, pride and conviction
in our country and its people.

God bless America.

H. CON. RES. 401, RECOGNIZING THE HEROISM
AND COURAGE DISPLAYED BY AIRLINE FLIGHT
ATTENDANTS EACH DAY

Hon. Nancy Pelosi

OF CALIFORNIA

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H. Con. Res.
401, a resolution to recognize the heroism and
courage displayed by airline flight attendants
each day.

The anniversary of the September 11 terrorist
hijackings and attacks on the World Trade Cen-
ter and the Pentagon is just 2 days away. All
Americans remember and mourn the lives lost
that tragic day.

The world has changed for all of us. Before
that time, flight attendants and their families
and loved ones lived and worked with the knowl-
edge that rare instances of mechanical failure or
hijackers could endanger their lives. But no one
imagined the dreadful assault of September 11,
when terrorists turned four airborne planes into
missiles used to attack thousands of Americans.

That day, flight attendants again dem-
onstrated their courage in the face of extreme
danger. From all that we know of the final min-
utes on those flights, flight attendants worked
to communicate with the ground, and in all like-
lihood helped prevent flight 93, which crashed
in rural Pennsylvania, from taking many more
lives.

I would like to bring my colleagues’ attention
to the heroism of Betty Ong, a flight attendant
on American Airlines flight 11, whose family
lives in my district of San Francisco. On Septem-
ber 11, Betty called the airline reservations center
from the plane to sound the alarm and provide
information about the terrorists who had taken
over the plane. I am aware of the enormous pain
and suffering her family has been experiencing
and extend them my deepest sympathy. It is an
honor to pay tribute to Betty and express my ap-
preciation for her life and bravery in the face of
enormous danger.

Now, even stepping onto an airplane is an act
requiring will power and courage for many
Americans. Yet flight attendants do it every day.
Flight attendants deserve our respect, coopera-
tion, courtesy, and commendation for their hard
work and courage. I urge my colleagues to vote
for this resolution.

PRINTING OF PROCEEDINGS OF SPECIAL
CEREMONIAL MEETING OF UNITED STATES
CONGRESS HELD IN FEDERAL HALL, NEW YORK,
NY, ON SEPTEMBER 6, 2002

Hon. Richard K. Armey

OF TEXAS

Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that
proceedings of the special ceremonial meeting of
the U.S. Congress held in Federal Hall, New
York, NY, on September 6, 2002, be printed in
the Record, and that all Members have s legisla-
tive days to insert their remarks on the topic of
the ceremonial meeting.
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Tuesday, September 10, 2002

REMEMBERING SEPTEMBER 11, 2001

Hon. Mike Pence

OF INDIANA

Madam Speaker, to state the obvious, tomor-
row is September 11 again. Like many Americans,
I will be home taking time with family and
neighbors for a solemn reflection, remembrance
and prayer, and so it should be for all Americans.
But my earnest hope, Madam Speaker, is that
September 11 of this year not be an anxious time;
that in addition to remembering the lost, we ac-
tually, Madam Speaker, have much to commemo-
rate.

In the past 12 months, our people have re-
sponded with selfless actions of courage and gen-
erosity, our military has responded with valor,
our President with moral clarity and purpose,
and this Congress, Republicans and Democrats
alike, have responded with resources and reform.

America is better prepared and safer this Sep-
tember 11 than the last. Let us also be confident
in this, that He who sets this pilgrim’s dream
on this wilderness shore still watches over us.
And I say like Americans have said throughout
generations, I lift up my eyes to the hills, and
where does my help come from, my help comes
from the Lord.

AMERICANS URGED TO REMEMBER SEPTEMBER 11

Hon. Nick Smith

OF MICHIGAN

Madam Speaker, this week it is important to
remember those who lost their lives during the
attack on America last year, as well as all of our
first responders, our medics, our military person-
nel, and the people who volunteered and tried
to help.

I think our Founding Fathers would be very
proud of our new diligence in our quest to pre-
serve liberty and freedom in this country. Presi-
dent Bush has designated September 11 of each

year to be Patriot Day, and calls on all Americans

to observe it appropriately.

I urge my Michigan citizens and all Americans
to spend some time thinking about what we need
to do to protect our liberty and freedom, and to
pray for the families of those that died in the
terrorist attack in Pennsylvania, Washington and
New York. This Wednesday marks the 1-year an-
niversary. Let us remember what our forefathers
did, and what happened to us I year ago and our
renewed vigor to make sure that we do what is
important to sacrifice ourselves in the preserva-
tion of liberty and freedom.

Hon. Vito Fossella

OF NEW YORK

Every day and especially tomorrow, September
11, 2002, we honor the heroes and the victims
who perished last year, our fellow American citi-
zens, those who just want an ordinary way of life,
a peaceful life, who sought to raise a family in
this great Nation, who sought to do a job and
do it right, and those valiant heroes from EMS
and the police department and the port authority
and especially the firefighters, 78 of whom were
from Staten Island alone, and names like Egan
and Olsen and Curatola and Esposito and Siller
and Leahy and Doyle, and tragically thousands
of others. They are names, yes, but they are fami-
lies. They have left behind children, they have
left behind wives, husbands, parents, and grand-
parents, and what they were seeking is all what
I think we are all about, the right to live in free-
dom with liberty and in peace, and that was
robbed from them. It was robbed from their fam-
ilies. And, yes, we are a stronger and better coun-
try, and we are fortunate to have brave men and
women to wear the uniform to go get those peo-
ple, wherever they may be across the globe, with
the Commander in Chief, President Bush, lead-
ing the way.
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REMEMBERING THOSE KILLED ON SEPTEMBER 11,
2001

Hon. Sheila Jackson-Lee

OF TEXAS

Mr. Speaker, in a solemn way I recognize that
this week will be a week that Americans turn
toward each other seeking to embrace and seek-
ing to love, mourning those whom we lost on
September 11, 2001, and celebrating the unsung
heroes and the families who have survived.

I stand before this House today simply to offer
my deepest sympathy and that of my constitu-
ents of the 18th Congressional District of the
State of Texas to all of those who experience this
great loss as we come upon September 11, 2002.
It is my desire to offer these words of sympathy
because I love you and appreciate the sacrifice
you made for this Nation. I conclude by saying,
The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want.

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XII, public bills and
resolutions were introduced and severally re-
ferred, as follows:

By Mr. WILSON of South Carolina:

H. Con. Res. 463. Concurrent resolution expressing the
sense of the Congress that on September 11, 2002, the people
of the United States should reaffirm the principles for which
the Nation was founded so that freedom may ring from every
community in the Nation and be heard around the world;
to the Committee on Government Reform.

RECOGNIZING LOCAL HEROES ON SEPTEMBER 11

Hon. Frank R. Wolf

OF VIRGINIA

M. Speaker, as our Nation approaches the 1-
year anniversary of the unspeakable acts of terror
against America on September 11, 2001, I join
with my colleagues, Representative Tom Davis
and Representative Jim Moran to recognize some
of the people in the northern Virginia area who
were among the first health care responders to
the attack on the Pentagon.

We attended on September 3 an event rec-
ognizing those associated with the Inova Health
System for their heroic efforts on September 11,
and I today the of Jolene
Tornabeni, executive vice president and chief op-
erating officer for Inova Health System, as well
as a copy of a resolution adopted by the Virginia
General Assembly commending Inova Health

share remarks

System.

RECOGNIZING INOVA’S HEROES

(By Jolene Tornabeni)

As we approach the anniversary of September 11, no doubt
every one of us can remember where we were and what we
were doing when the planes crashed in New York, Pennsyl-
vania and the Pentagon. Throughout Inova Health System,
the memories of that day remain fresh in our memories as
well. At a time when most people wanted to be home with
their families and loved ones, our staff showed its true
strength of character. Hundreds of employees, nurses and
physicians dropped what they were doing and volunteered
to help. It was an immediate response that came from the
heart.

Today, I'd like to recognize just some of those people who
are Inova’s heroes.

From Inova Alexandria Hospital.—Shortly after the Amer-
ican Airlines plane hit the Pentagon, hospital staff swung
into gear readying beds, operating rooms and supplies. Inova
Alexandria Hospital treated more patients from the Pentagon
that day than any other Inova facility, caring for 24 people
who were injured at the scene.

Among the many heroes that day are Emergency Depart-
ment chairman Dr. Marty Brown, vice chairman Dr. Tom
Clark and the ER staff who were at the front end of caring
for the patients as they arrived at the hospital. Dr. Clark
cared for Virginia State Police Trooper Michael Middleton
who sustained severe smoke inhalation while trying to rescue
injured Pentagon workers. In addition, emergency nurse
Sherry Hemby is also with us today.

I'd like to recognize pulmonologist Dr. Tom Smirniotopo-
lous and nurse Ellen Smith. They both cared for Trooper
Middleton during his long recovery at Inova Alexandria Hos-
pital.

Also, emergency physician Dr. James Vafier. On Septem-
ber 11, he was working in his role as medical director for
the Alexandria Fire Department at the Pentagon. On site,
he was appointed the physician in charge of civilian medical
response at the Pentagon.

Keeping order that day at Inova Alexandria Hospital were
Steve Fuoco, the director of engineering, who served the hos-
pital’s command center, and Greg Brison, director of security.
I'd also like to recognize hospital administrator Ken Kozloff
for all of his efforts and a job well done by his entire staff.

All told, Inova treated 27 patients on September 11. Inova
Mount Vernon hospital treated one injured civilian. Our
thanks go out to hospital Emergency Department chairman
Dr. Michael Shuster and hospital administrator Susan Her-
bert.
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Many thanks also go to the emergency department staffs
at Inova HealthPlex in Springfield where two patients were
treated, and the staff of Inova Fairfax Hospital. As the area’s
level I trauma center, Inova Fairfax Hospital freed up dozens
of hospital beds and readied itself to handle many, many pa-
tients that day. Sadly, their services were not needed.

Next, I'd like to recognize Dr. Dan Hanfling, the director
of Emergency Management and Disaster Medicine for Inova
Health System. On September 11, Dan was called to the Pen-
tagon to assist in the search and rescue in his role as medical
team manager of the Fairfax County Urban Search and Rescue
team—which falls under the auspices of FEMA—the Federal
Emergency Management Agency. Dan spent a week at the
Pentagon helping coordinate the Federal response to the dis-
aster. Since 9/11, Dan has helped spearhead and focus Inova’s
disaster preparations across our system of hospitals and emer-
gency cate centers.

Dan also serves as the medical director of Inova AirCare,
our medevac helicopter program which played a critical role
at the Pentagon on September 11. Minutes after the Pentagon
was hit, the helicopter flight crew of nurse Margie Roche,
paramedic Chuck Crocker and pilot Pete Russet flew to the
Pentagon to fly out the injured patients. That initial flight
is memorialized forever in a well-publicized Reuters photo
seen around the world in magazines and now a book. The
photo depicts Inova AirCare against the backdrop of a burn-
ing Pentagon.

The helicopter shuttled much needed supplies to the scene
that day, and, at the request of military leaders on the scene,
remained at the Pentagon throughout the night.

As that day unfolded, the community’s good will became
abundantly evident as hundreds of people showed up at Inova
Blood Donor Services’ offices ready to roll up their sleeves
and donate. Thanks to the leadership of medical director Dr.
Jeanne Lumadue and administrative director Terri Craddock,
Inova Blood Donor Services pulled in volunteers to help han-
dle the onslaught and keep the offices open well past normal
business hours. They collected more than 700 units of blood
that day, which is just amazing. In all, they handled more
than 2,000 donors and returned more than 5,000 calls from
interested donors in the initial days after the attack.

It was not long after September 11 that our country faced
a second threat to our sense of security in the anthrax-laced
letters mailed around the country. Inova Fairfax Hospital
took center stage in this national drama after diagnosing two
patients from the Brentwood Postal Facility in Washington,
D.C., with inhalation anthrax.

Emergency physicians Cecele Murphy and Denis Pauze re-
lied on their instinct and medical training to make a diag-
nosis most doctors could not imagine making in their life-
times. Thanks to them, and to physician assistant Ashna
Nayyar and the entire ER staff, both men are alive today.

All of these people mentioned today and, in fact, all of
the physicians, employees and volunteers throughout Inova
Health System, are our heroes for the work they did on Sep-
tember 11 and its aftermath.

We also have heroes outside of our organization in the men
and women of our community’s police, fire and EMS agen-
cies, particularly in Fairfax County and the City of Alexan-
dria.

Over the past year, we have been grateful for their contin-
ual support and advice on preparedness.

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 275—ENROLLED
COMMENDING INOVA HEALTH SYSTEM
AGREED TO BY THE SENATE, MARCH 6, 2002
AGREED TO BY THE HOUSE OF DELEGATES, MARCH 8, 2002

Whereas, Inova Health System in Northern Virginia was
deeply involved in the response to the attacks on September
11, 2001, and in the diagnosis and treatment of those exposed
to anthrax in October of 2001; and

Whereas, on September 11, Inova Health System treated
27 patients injured in the attack on the Pentagon at its Alex-
andria, Mount Vernon, and Franconia-Springfield facilities;
and

Whereas, within moments of the crash at the Pentagon,
Inova AirCare was on the scene to transport patients, and
AirCare 2, the system’s back-up helicopter, transported need-
ed supplies to the scene for use in patient triage; and

Whereas, Inova Blood Donor Services collected more than
2,000 units of blood in the first week following the attacks,
and a portion of the donations were sent to New York and
New Jersey to help injured patients; and

Whereas, the Inova Institute of Research and Education
contacted the Food and Drug Administration to allow usage
of a new drug—in its final phase of testing—in a successful
attempt to save the life of Virginia State Police Trooper Mi-
chael Middleton; and

Whereas, more than a month after the September 11 at-
tacks, Inova Health System played a leading role in the initial
diagnosis and treatment of patients exposed to anthrax at the
Brentwood Postal Facility; and

Whereas, Inova Fairfax Hospital emergency room physi-
cian Cecele Murphy diagnosed the first inhalation anthrax pa-
tient on October 19, 2001, before the source of the anthrax
was known; and

Whereas, within two days, the hospital diagnosed the sec-
ond anthrax case, and Inova physicians soon developed proto-
cols for hospitals to follow in screening postal workers and
other potential inhalation anthrax cases; and

Whereas, in collaboration with infectious disease specialists
from Kaiser Permanente, Inova physicians published an an-
thrax case study in the Journal of the American Medical Associa-
tion, an article that was published faster than any other case
study in the journal’s history; and

Whereas, Inova Fairfax Hospital held three press con-
ferences to educate the public on key anthrax information,
including the fact that it is not contagious and that patients
in and visitors to hospitals are safe; and

Whereas, Inova Health System continued to take the lead
in producing and distributing anthrax information to inform
the public via information hotlines, websites, the press, and
public meetings; and

Whereas, throughout the turbulent Fall of 2001, the medi-
cal professionals and staff of Inova Health System responded
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to emergency situations with great dispatch, diligence, cour-
age, and professionalism; now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the Senate, the House of Delegates concur-
ring, That the General Assembly hereby commend Inova
Health System for its quick and effective response to the
events of September 11 and the anthrax incidents in October
2001; and, be it

Resolved further, That the Clerk of the Senate prepare a
copy of this resolution for presentation to Inova Health Sys-
tem as an expression of the General Assembly’s admiration
and gratitude for its dedication to the health and welfare of

the citizens of Northern Virginia.

Wednesday, September 11, 2002

SESSION BEGINS—PRAYER

The House met at noon.

The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P. Cough-
lin, offered the following prayer:

Remembering the images of September 11 a
year ago can still stun a nation. A reflection of
that tragic day and the thousands who were
taken from us can still take the breath away of
some. Others feel nothing, only emptiness. Oth-
ers have moved on and celebrate the distance.
Today a moment of common silence can unite
us all in a deeper sense of presence.

Because words have their own spin to such an
overwhelming story as this past year. Silence
alone is free enough to embrace all traditions and
all sentiments, drawing out a language of the
heart.

Only silence can interpret some of the most
sacred moments of a lifetime. So let memories
flow and prayers arise in the soul of America as
we enter unafraid the mystery of what has hap-
pened to us in silence.

Amen.

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Mr. Monahan,
one of its clerks, announced that the Senate has
passed without amendment a bill of the House
of the following title:

H.R. 3917. An Act to authorize a national me-
morial to commemorate the passengers and crew
of Flight 93 who, on September 11, 2001, coura-
geously gave their lives thereby thwarting a
planned attack on our Nation’s Capital, and for
other purposes.

The message also announced that the Senate
has passed bills of the following titles in which
the concurrence of the House is requested:

S. 2136. An act to establish a memorial in the
State of Pennsylvania to honor the passengers and
crewmembers of Flight 93 who, on September 11,
2001, gave their lives to prevent a planned attack
on the Capital of the United States.

REMEMBERING SEPTEMBER 11

Hon. Rodney P. Frelinghuysen

OF NEW JERSEY

M. Speaker, today as a Nation we are reunited
by a sense of common grief. One year ago today,
America witnessed the unspeakable when our
Nation was attacked and more than 3,000 inno-
cent lives were cruelly taken from us at the
World Trade Center, the Pentagon, and in Penn-
sylvania. From my home State of New Jersey, we
lost over 700 people, and God bless their fami-
lies. It was also a day when horror was met by
heroism and the worst of humanity was over-
shadowed by the best of America. In reflections
on this day, we remember the bravery of those
who responded on September 11, our police, fire-
fighters, our first aid squads, people who never
gave up hope and rallied our Nation. They who
responded came from all over America and across
the Hudson from New Jersey.

We are grateful as well today for the service
of our young men and women in uniform who,
fighting in our war against terrorism, are re-
solved to bring justice to those who attacked us.
They are fighting to right this terrible wrong in
honor of the memory of those who perished and
to protect our children and grandchildren, ensur-
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ing that they inherit a Nation free from further
terror.

ON THE ANNIVERSARY OF SEPTEMBER 11

Hon. Michael R. McNulty

OF NEW YORK

Mr. Speaker, whenever I think of the enormity
of what happened on September 11, 2001, words
fail; and so I try to recall the words of our Com-
mander in Chief on that fateful day. He basically
made three suggestions. He said we should pray
for all of the innocent victims and their families,
and I try to remember to do that every day. He
then said we should be grateful. And I will be
perfectly honest, graticude was not what was in
my heart at that moment. But he went on to
explain that we should be grateful to all the po-
lice officers, firefighters, and emergency person-
nel who, when others were running away from
the buildings in terror, running for their lives,
continued to run toward the buildings, into the
buildings, up the stairs, many to their deaths.
That was their job. And they did it well that
day because they saved thousands of lives.

Finally, he suggested that we unite as a Na-
tion in our resolve to track down the terrorist
cowards who committed those acts, bring them
to justice, and take away their capabilities to ever
do anything like that again either in the United
States or anywhere else in the world.

On this solemn anniversary may we continue
to remember those three suggestions by our
Commander in Chief.

TO THE CHILDREN ACROSS AMERICA REGARDING
SEPTEMBER 11

Hon. Nick Lampson

OF TEXAS

Mr. Speaker, usually when I stand here to ad-
dress these I-minutes, it is on the subject of
missing children. Today I want to talk about
kids who are missing mothers and fathers and
sisters and brothers and friends and family be-

cause on September 11 of last year more than
2,000 children lost a parent. This may not be
the kind of loss that I usually address, but it is
a profound loss, nonetheless. I want to send a
message to those kids today that this House is
thinking about them and they are in our hearts
and in our prayers.

The children of this country also lost a sense
of innocence and security. I want to encourage
parents across the Nation to talk to their children
about the tragic events of September 1I of last
year to reassure them that we all want the best
for them and will continue to work to keep their,
our, country safe from harm.

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the Congressional
Caucus on Missing and Exploited Children, I
send our thoughts and prayers out to the children
who lost somebody at the Pentagon, the World
Trade Center, or in Shanksville, PA, and to the
kids all across America who are learning to deal

with a changed and unsettled world.
God bless you and God bless America.

ON REMEMBERING THE EVENTS OF SEPTEMBER 11

Hon. Anibal Acevedo-Vild

OF PUERTO RICO

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of all Puerto Ricans,
I want to express heartfelt sympathy for the fami-
lies of the victims from the terrorist attacks
against this great Nation I year ago. The impacts
of these horrific events were immediately felt
throughout Puerto Rico. Hundreds of Puerto
Ricans were among the dead and Puerto Rican
emergency crews were among the first to arrive
to assist crews in New York and at the Pentagon.
But had there been no direct tragic link to Puer-
to Rico through casualties or through the emer-
gency workers, Puerto Ricans would nonetheless
continue to walk in lockstep in the war against
terror. Make no mistake about it, Puerto Ricans
today, as throughout the last 100 years, serve du-
tifully in all the branches of our armed services.
Our common citizenship and common devotion
toward democratic principles underscore our
commitment to common defense. I stand before
my colleagues today to let you all know that
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Puerto Rico will always be there in this effort.
The cowardly acts of September 11 have caused
great pain. Our suffering shall never be forgot-
ten. But this Nation is today stronger and more
committed to our principles of freedom and jus-
tice than ever before. United we stand, divided
we fall. We stand together and will never, ever
forget.

EXPRESSING THE SENSE OF CONGRESS ON THE
ANNIVERSARY OF TERRORIST ATTACKS
LAUNCHED AGAINST THE UNITED STATES ON
SEPTEMBER 11, 2001

Hon. Richard K. Armey

OF TEXAS

Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent for the
immediate consideration of the concurrent reso-
lution (H. Con. Res. 464) expressing the sense
of the Congress on the anniversary of the terrorist
attacks launched against the United States on
September 11, 2001.

The Clerk read the title of the concurrent reso-
lution.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. Simpson). Is
there objection to the request of the gentleman
from Texas?

There was no objection.

The Clerk read the concurrent resolution, as
follows:

H. Con. RES. 464

Whereas on September 11, 2001, while Americans were at-
tending to their daily routines, terrorists hijacked and de-
stroyed four civilian aircraft, crashing two of them into the
towers of the World Trade Center in New York City, and
a third into the Pentagon outside Washington, D.C.;

Whereas the valor of the passengers and crew on the fourth
aircraft prevented it from also being used as a weapon against
America;

Whereas thousands of innocent Americans were killed and
injured as a result of these attacks, including the passengers
and crew of the four aircraft, workers in the World Trade
Center and in the Pentagon, rescue workers, and bystanders,
making these attacks the deadliest terrorist attacks ever
launched against the United States;

Whereas when the gravest moments came, many regular
Americans, relying on courage, instinct, and grace, rushed
toward the flaming buildings in order to rescue or toward
terrorist-controlled cockpits in order to resist;

Whereas by targeting symbols of American strength and
success, these attacks clearly were intended to assail the prin-

ciples, values, and freedoms of the United States and the
American people, intimidate the Nation, and weaken the na-
tional resolve;

Whereas while the States of New York, Virginia, and
Pennsylvania bore the brunt of the terrorist attacks, every
State and Territory and all Americans were affected and
mourned these tragic losses;

Whereas Americans reached out to help strangers who had
lost loved ones, colleagues, and their businesses;

Whereas local, State, and Federal leaders set aside dif-
ferences and worked together to provide for those who were
attacked and to protect those who remained,;

Whereas Americans continue to repair damage to build-
ings and the economy, while relishing the freedoms they
enjoy as Americans;

Whereas on September 14, 2001, in Public Law 107—40,
Congress authorized the use of “all necessary and appropriate
force” against those responsible for the terrorist attacks;

Whereas the United States Armed Forces subsequently
moved swiftly against Al Qaeda and the Taliban regime in
Afghanistan, whom the President and Congress had identified
as enemies of America;

Whereas, in so doing, brave servicemen and women left
family and friends in order to defend the Nation;

Whereas a year later, many servicemen and women remain
abroad, shielding the Nation from further terrorist attacks;

Whereas, while the passage of a year has not softened the
memory of the American people, resolved their grief, or re-
stored lost loved ones, it has shown that Americans will not
bow to terrorists;

Whereas the Congress has passed, and the President has
signed, numerous laws providing additional resources for the
overseas effort against terrorism, as well as additional tools
for Federal, State, and local law enforcement and judicial sys-
tems to protect Americans at home; and

Whereas the Government reexamined the need for domes-
tic security and the Congress is currently considering legisla-
tion to create a Department of Homeland Security with the
specific mission of preventing further attacks: Now, therefore,
be it

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the Senate concurring),
That Congress—

(1) recognizes September 11 as both a day to remember
those taken from their families, loved ones, and fellow citi-
zens and a day for Americans to recommit to the Nation,
to their freedoms, and to each other;

(2) extends its deepest sympathies to the countless innocent
victims of the September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks, their fam-
ilies, friends, and loved ones;

(3) honors the heroic actions of first responders, law en-
forcement personnel, State and local officials, volunteers, and
others who aided the innocent victims and, in so doing,
bravely risked their own lives and long-term health;

(4) stands in great debt with the American people to the
members of the Armed Forces serving both at home and
abroad;

(5) praises the people of the United States for their patriot-
ism, compassion, prayers, and generosity in donating time
and money to support the innocent victims of the September
11, 2001, terrorist attacks, their families, friends, and loved

ones;
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(6) expresses thanks and gratitude to the foreign leaders
and citizens of all nations who have assisted and continue
to stand in solidarity with the United States against terrorism
in the aftermath of the September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks;

(7) discourages, in the strongest possible terms, any effort
to confuse the war on terrorism with a war on any people
or any faith;

(8) commends the President and the brave servicemen and
women of the United States Armed Forces in the successful
effort to oust the Taliban from power;

(9) remains resolved to pursue all those responsible for the
terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001, and their sponsors
until they are discovered and punished; and

(10) reaffirms that Congress will honor the memory of
those who lost their lives as a result of the September 11,
2001, terrorist attacks and will defend bravely the citizens
of the United States in the face of all future challenges.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman
from Texas (Mr. Armey) is recognized for 1 hour.

Mr. ARMEY. Mr. Speaker, I yield the cus-
tomary 30 minutes to the gentleman from Mis-
souri (Mr. Gephardt), the Democrat leader and
cosponsor of the resolution, pending which I

yield myself such time as I may consume.

Hon. Richard A. Gephardt

OF MISSOURI

Mr. Speaker, a year ago today the East Coast
of this great land woke up to the first rays of
morning sunshine. We woke up as a Nation, full
of optimism, full of gratification, aware of our
freedoms, but probably taking them for granted.
We were concerned about the people we love,
with the confidence they would all be there. We
were excited about the business of the day with
hopes of good outcomes, and dearly involved
with our children with an understanding of their
safety. We did not think about heinous deeds
when we woke that morning. Our minds were
busy with our plans and hopes, dreams and
schemes; and we went about our day’s work.

Then, all of a sudden, out of the dark depths
of the evil corners of the world, hatred, mean-
ness, despair, jealousy, greed, whatever, rose to
afflict this Nation.

We were shocked at what we saw. First, most
of us thought it was an accident and how tragic
it was. But soon, we realized it was a vicious,
premeditated attack on us as a Nation and on
innocent civilians in this country.

Those streaming rays of sunshine that came
through those big buildings of New York City
that stood as a monument to this thing we call
the practical American genius, were shattered.
That peaceful field in Pennsylvania, awake with
morning dew, was smashed. Our Pentagon that
stands for strength and freedom was assailed in
a way that it has never been assailed. And, in-
deed, this very building on which we stand today
was saved that morning by the first response to
this vicious attack.

We took the hurt and the losses, and they
came early; but it did not take us long to collect
our wits in this great country. Immediately upon
understanding on flight 93 how vicious this was
and how evil the intent, our American heroes
fought back and this Nation was inspired by
Todd Beamer who started the response with that
phrase, “Let’s roll.”

Our early responders in New York City, after
the tragic loss of life following American flight
11, American flight 77, and in Northern Virginia
after the horrible nightmare of United flight 175,
our early responders came from our communities:
firemen, policemen, and emergency workers of all
types. They rushed to the danger and saved lives.

We struggled through that day with doubt,
uncertainty and fear. But as the day wore on, we
became more a Nation of resolve and less a Na-
tion of fear. We began to build our way back
to confidence and optimism on that very same
day. America had the unwelcome need to see its
own heroes fight for survival and rescue on our
own land, and our heroes rose to the occasion in
a way that has inspired each and every one of
us.

In New York City and Pennsylvania and here
in Northern Virginia, they did so no more nor
any less than they would have in Kansas City,
San Francisco, or Houston because they displayed
the character of a free people who cherish their
freedom and love their neighbors.

Now we have been asked to go on with the
task of ridding the world of the evil that struck
that blow. We again call upon our heroes, now
not so often, not so many civilians, but honorable
men and women in uniform who have stood be-
fore the history of this great Nation’s marvelous
tradition of defending freedom, peace and respect



56 Victims and Heroes of September 11, 2001

and have said, “I will volunteer to serve this Na-
tion in its armed services.”

These new young heroes, following genera-
tions of heroes past, are now being asked daily
all across this globe to incur risks and hardship
to find the evil ones and remove them.

I believe the perpetrators of evil that launched
this horrible attack have seen in ways they have
never dared to imagine the character and
strength of this great Nation. They now know
the resolve of this great Nation. They all under-
stand the courage of our heroes.

Let me say again what I said at the time. This
Nation has proven it will send its heroes. Our
heroes have proven they will go when asked, they
will volunteer, they will do their duty. But we
do not send our heroes from this great Nation
out of ambition for territorial expansion or out
of a sense of revenge, but out of a requirement
for a just world, a world in which people who
will perpetrate evil against others will be found,
and they will be prosecuted.

Let me just say to those of you who are still
out there plotting and scheming, do not under-
estimate our American heroes; they are young,
they are bright, they are strong, they have cour-
age, and they will in fact bring you down.

Now we have come, Mr. Speaker, to this day
a year later. The sun rose in the east today, and
this great East Coast of this great land was the
first to experience this morning. We woke a lit-
tle wiser, a little more aware, a little sadder, but
we awoke with optimism, love, resolve and cour-
age, and we will be that way for so long as this
great Nation shall endure.

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to cosponsor this
resolution with the gentleman from Texas (Mr.
Armey) in the spirit of bipartisan unity on this
difficult day for our wonderful and great Nation.

We gather together today to remember the
victims, honor our rescue workers, and cherish
the values embraced by human beings across the
globe. On this first anniversary of September 11,
we recall the strength, the courage and the char-
acter of innocent people who lost their lives in
this horrendous attack.

To the families of September 11 victims, we
say that we are with them as one. We honor the
bravery they have demonstrated in the face of un-

speakable suffering, and we honor the spirit of
the American people, humanity at its best.

Today, we recall that amid the chaos of Sep-
tember II our rescue workers gave the last full
measure of devotion so others could live another
day. Hundreds of people rushed into burning
buildings to save others who they had never be-
fore even met. On one of our darkest days, they
sent forth a defiant ray of hope, and words alone
could never do justice to their sacrifice.

Today, we also recognize this fundamental
American truth: From the horror of September
11 has come incredible, unimaginable strength.
Our Nation is still grieving, but make no mis-
take, we stand united.

As I said Friday in New York at our joint ses-
sion, in this great and faithful struggle, there are
no Republicans, there are no Democrats; there
are only Americans, and we will remain resolved
with our President to defend all those who
threaten the liberty, freedom and democracy that
define our Nation.

Today, as we pray for the victims’ families, we
also offer profound gratitude to the people who
may well have saved our lives by fighting back
on flight 93. This resolution is crafted in their
spirit, with them as our inspiration and as our
guide.

This resolution honors people like the man
who went to Ground Zero after the attacks and
started digging through the rubble, searching for
survivors, because, he said, we are “digging for
freedom.”

It honors the woman whose legs were crushed
by debris at the World Trade Center, who has
been in the hospital every day for the past year.

It honors the firefighters in New York who,
ascending the stairs, calmly told civilians, “Just
keep going down, clear run. Keep going down,
clear run.”

It honors the doctors at the Pentagon who,
rolling in water to ward off the flames, saved
countless servicemen and women because of their
raw courage.

It honors the ironworkers, the construction
workers, the engineers and others who worked
around the clock for months to clear the debris
at Ground Zero.

It honors all the workers at the Pentagon who
worked day and night to meet the schedule of
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having the Pentagon back in perfect condition
before the 1-year anniversary of September 11.

It honors our law enforcement personnel who
are protecting our citizens on a daily basis here
at home.

It honors the members of our Armed Forces
who have been fighting and are today fighting
to defend our freedom and secure our Nation.

And it honors people like those we had lunch
with on Friday in New York who lost their
spouses on September 1I.

In the face of the unthinkable, their courage,
their simple courage to move to the future while
they grieved about the past, was deeply moving
and inspiring. They demonstrated a commitment
to the values that all of us hold dear: Freedom,
family, faith and friends.

Let all these deeds in the past year, and more,
stand as a lasting monument to the spirit of our
great Nation.

Today, we know that our most solemn obliga-
tion is to ensure that those who died on Septem-
ber 11 did not die in vain. In the days and weeks
ahead, let us continue to work together with hu-
mility to protect our people, guard our freedoms,
and report to the world that America will never
be defeated.

Let us move forward as one Nation, one peo-
ple, for the sake of every single person who be-
lieves in freedom and believes in civilization and
believes in humanity.

Let me end with the words of an old hymn
that I love so much. When we face the
unexplainable, when we face evil, many of us
turn to God. And, as we did 1 year ago, we ask
again today for God’s help.

As the hymn says, “And He will raise you up
on eagles’ wings, bear you on the breath of dawn,
make you to shine like the sun, and hold you
in the palm of His hand.”

May God shed His grace on this great and
wonderful country and all of our people.

Hon. Henry J. Hyde

OF ILLINOIS

Mr. Speaker, it has been a year since the world
watched the impossible happen, and yet it is dif-

ficult to believe that such a year has passed so
quickly. The sense and feel of time have been
altered, seemingly suspended even as the cal-
endar’s relentless progress has remained unaf-
fected.

On this first anniversary, we would only de-
ceive ourselves if we were to believe that those
events are now safely confined to the past. We
will continue to live with them all our lives.

Modern communications have brought us
many new and wonderful things, but they have
also made possible the communal experience of
tragedy. In this new age, distance will no longer
spare us, nor can an absence of ties insulate us
from sorrow.

All who witnessed the events of September 11
still bear the scars of seeing inconceivable images
and impossible events unfold in real time. But
our own experiences, however painful, cannot
compare with that of the innocents who bore the
horror directly, nor with that of their families
and friends who were suddenly and violently sev-
ered from their former lives and from the touch
of those deeply loved.

We Americans are a practical people. Instead
of resigning ourselves to the difficulties of life,
we instinctively seek to identify problems in
order to focus our efforts and move toward solu-
tions. In the past year we have done this.

We have come to know our enemies and direct
our determination and resources to uncovering
their hiding places and plans. We are now en-
gaged in designing and implementing measures
to resist their ability to harm us. The challenge
is an entirely new one, but one which gains in
clarity each day. I hope all of us are now aware
that in addition to our successes, we must pre-
pare ourselves for the likelihood of failures in a
struggle that may have no end.

By infusing purpose, action can thus fill many
voids, but the need remains to understand what
happened and to comprehend the meaning of the
events of that day. Here words give way to si-
lence, for deep reflection is the predicate to un-
derstanding. Our modern, rational world once
promised in time to reveal all secrets to us, but
can we still cling to that belief now that we have
been confronted with things we thought long
past, vanquished and erased from the world by
reason and light?
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The modern world has seen many efforts to
eliminate God from our lives, but we have not
been able to eliminate evil. The last century was
unparalleled in human history in its celebration
of the savagery that human beings can wreak
upon one another. We had hoped we might es-
cape that fate in this century, but now we know
that we will not.

We have been forcibly awakened from our
dreams of an earthly heaven by the bitter knowl-
edge that evil still roams freely in the world. We
cannot allow ourselves to be paralyzed with de-
spair or fear, and neither can we permit our natu-
ral optimism to shield us from the realities of
the world. If there is any useful thing to be
drawn from this terrible experience, it is that we
have been given an unmistakable warning that
in this new century, unknown and fearsome chal-
lenges await us, challenges that will impose the
severest test of our national character.

Knowing this, we have a duty to prepare our-
selves to defend not only our lives and those of
our children, not only our beloved country, not
only our freedoms, but civilization itself. We are
Rome, beset by new barbarians who are savagely
motivated by their immense hatred of us, of our
happiness and our success, of the promise Amer-
ica represents for the world; for our enemies have
no aim except destruction, nothing to offer but
a forced march back to a bleak and dismal past.
Theirs is a world without light; their all-
encompassing hatred a repudiation of any saving
grace.

Their victory would impose a new Dark Age,
but this time perhaps an endless one. They are
enemies of the future itself.

As we resolve ourselves to our task, as we
grieve for all of those linked to us by tragedy,
we may also see ourselves more truly and thereby
understand that our great strengths are inter-
woven with many fragile things, and that being
human, we have our faults and flaws to contend
with as well. The threats we face have given us
a greater sense of how rare and wonderful is the
world we share and of our responsibility to pro-
tect it from the storms outside.

It is for these reasons that we remember those
3,000 fellow citizens who, asking nothing other
than to live their lives in peace, were brutally
murdered by men without conscience or mercy.

We know it is right to remember our dead and
commend them to the mercy of God, because
should we forget them, we would only invite
new acts of terror. We remember because, to
quote Lincoln’s haunting phrase, “the mystic
chords of memory” bind us to the victims and
the heroes of September 11.

And we shall not break faith with their mem-
ory.

May those who died in the attacks of Septem-
ber 11 rest in the mercy of God. May those of
us who remain be steadfast, courageous, and live
lives worthy of their great sacrifice.

Mr. Speaker, H. Con. Res. 464 expresses our
gratitude to our friends and underscores the Na-
tion’s resolve to meet the enemy and defeat
them. I believe passage of this resolution will
commemorate those heroic actions of last Sep-
tember 11 and stand as an important symbolic
gesture which all Members should support.

Hon. Tom Lantos

OF CALIFORNIA

Mr. Speaker, on this first anniversary of Sep-
tember 11, 2001, we mourn the victims, we honor
the heroes, we contemplate the lessons, and we
celebrate the unity of our Nation so proudly dis-
played since that fateful day. One year ago, we
suffered a grievous wound. One year later, that
wound has begun to heal and the scar it has left
has toughened our skin, but it has not and will
not harden our hearts or dampen our spirits. God
bless this great Nation.

Hon. Porter J. Goss

OF FLORIDA

Mr. Speaker, I thank the distinguished chair-
man of the committee for yielding me this time.
I am obviously here to join my colleagues in hon-
oring the memory of those who died in the ter-
rorist attacks of a year ago this day and to under-
score with gratitude the amazing valor displayed
by them.

I am sure every American remembers where
they were and what they were doing when these
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ignominious attacks occurred. For me, I recall
finding Speaker Hastert in his office, urgently
gazing out the window down the Mall, looking
at the smoke coming from the Pentagon. I urged
immediate evacuation, and the Speaker said,
“Stop. First, we must open the House and have
a prayer.” So part of my memory includes our
short gathering in this Chamber and the earnest
and moving prayer by the guest chaplain of that
day, Reverend Gerald Creedon.

I would like to begin my remarks this day re-
calling that prayer. He said, “God of peace and
life, send Your spirit to heal our country; bring
consolation to all injured in today’s tragedy in
New York and Washington. Protect us and help
our leaders to lead us out of this moment of crisis
to a new day of peace. Amen.”

What Reverend Creedon did not know, and
what none of us knew here, was that more casual-
ties were to come in a field in Pennsylvania
shortly after his prayer and our very hasty ad-
journment that day. Actually, this was not Father
Creedon’s original prayer; he had prepared one
on the topic of immigration. But realizing the
gravity of the situation, he spontaneously gave
us heartfelt, wonderful words which were suit-
able to the moment and which are posted on the
wall of my office to this day as a daily reminder.

To the more than 3,000 people who lost their
lives that day at the World Trade Center, the
Pentagon, and United flight 93, we owe continu-
ing remembrance, deep thanks, and responsive
action. A year ago today, terrorists attacked
Americans and citizens of scores of other coun-
tries who were on our U.S. soil. We, along with
a broad coalition of nations, have taken up the
challenge of combating the scourge of global ter-
rorism. It is serious business. President Bush has
left no doubt about his commitment to have our
Nation lead the way.

Last year the fight came to the doorstep of
each and every American citizen; and within the
very first minutes of September 11, 2001, our Na-
tion responded as one. I would like to dedicate
my short time today to celebrating the men and
women, ordinary Americans, who have fought
back; the quiet heroes.

Let me begin with Ceecee Lyles, a flight at-
tendant of flight 93, who was a resident of my
district of Southwest Florida. A former police pa-

trol officer detective, she had spent 6 years risk-
ing her life to protect others in that service. In
December 2000, mindful of her young children
and looking for a less dangerous career, she en-
rolled as a flight attendant school candidate; and
6 weeks later she began flying for United Air-
lines out of Newark.

At 9:58 on September 11, only 5 minutes after
the House recessed for the day under the dire
circumstances then apparent, Ceecee called her
husband, Lorne, in Fort Myers, who is a police
officer there, from her plane to tell him that her
flight had been hijacked. Her words: “I called
to tell you I love you. Tell the kids I love them.”
Her last words that we know of were, “I think
they are going to do it. They are forcing their
way into the cockpit.”

And then the phone went dead.

In this Chamber, we owe a particular debt of
gratitude to CeeCee Lyles and her companions on
flight 93, and we all know it. That flight may
very well have been heading to Washington
when it crashed into Shanksville, PA. Without
prompting or training, the passengers and crew
fought back, and in doing so, saved many addi-
tional lives; possibly, our lives right here in the
Capitol, for as we now know, many believe, and
there is some evidence, that the Capitol was the
intended target of flight 93.

FBI Director Mueller, speaking at the crash
site in Pennsylvania, said, “We believe that those
passengers on that jet were absolute heroes.”
Wallace Miller, the coroner for the case, called
the passengers citizen soldiers. He went on to
ask: “When can you think of, other than the
Revolution or our Civil War or at Pearl Harbor,
where American citizens died defending their
home ground?”

But let us reflect a moment on our history.
While many would compare 9/11 to the devasta-
tion of Pearl Harbor, there is a significant dif-
ference. Pearl Harbor was, after all, a military-
against-military matter; 9/1I was a vicious attack
on civilians and on freedom.

It is obvious that all of us have had to deal
with new restrictions on the way we live our
lives; but we have also developed a sense of pride,
patience, and individual responsibility as we go
about our lives to bring us closer as Americans.
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The terrorists thought they would destroy our
spirit; but instead, they renewed it. Destroying
the will of the enemy to fight is the common
measure of victory in war. Bin Laden and his de-
praved extremists fueled our resolve to wipe his
brand of evil from a civilized world.

In addition to people all over America who
have stepped up to the plate, our government has
also become more alert, more focused, and more
vigilant. We all must recognize the dedication
and sacrifice of the thousands of individuals in
government service who are out there on the
front lines. They are protecting you and me, and
they are making us proud. They know we are
counting on them at a time when it matters.

Every new day as we wake up safe and sound
in our homes here, I hope we remember to say
just a little thank you to those out there for the
work they are doing. Whether fighting Al Qaeda
in Afghanistan and Pakistan, working the streets
in Africa, Latin America, Europe, or Asia, pet-
haps working in a cubicle in the Washington,
DC, area, or as part of the joint terrorism task
force in a U.S. city, these are the intelligence of-
ficers, the military and civilian personnel who in
all likelihood will not receive public recognition
for the work they do; yet they do work long
hours, often in places far from friends and family,
and sometimes at very great personal risk. I re-
grettably acknowledge that sometimes they do
not come home.

Johnny Michael Spann was a CIA officer, a
husband, and a father of three. He went into Af-
ghanistan in an early phase of the war to collect
information crucial to defeating the Taliban and
to protecting Americans at home. He was killed
last November during a prisoner uprising in
Mazar-e-Sharif, which was particularly brutal, as
we now know.

Finally, I would like to recognize that since
last September every American has been engaged
in combating terrorism. We have been more
vigilant, aware and alert, reporting leads to the
police and FBI in record numbers. We have vol-
unteered time and resources to our communities.
We have been more patient as we have tried new
security procedures at airports and public build-
ings, even though some of them have clearly
turned out to be unworkable. We have main-
tained our basic freedoms and our democracy in

the face of further terrorist threat. We still fly,
we go to the mall, we cheer on our sports teams,
we drive over bridges, we speak our minds, and
we assemble where we choose.

So on this September 11, let us rededicate our-
selves to honoring the memory of those who died
by continuing to stand up to terror and to fear.
Then let us also look to the future and the young
people who are preparing to join the fray. Our
youth, who some thought might be becoming a
bit apathetic, or were perhaps now taking this
great country for granted, are now applying in
record numbers to service academies, to police
and fire departments, the military, the FBI, the
CIA, and other government service. They are our
future, and they are ready.

September 11 will come again next year and
every year thereafter. It is now part of who we
are. Woe to those who would ever test us again.

Hon. Eleanor Holmes Norton

OF DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

September 11 will always be a day to remem-
ber; but for us, it must also be a day to consider
how to go on. If one lives or works here, as Mem-
bers do, we remember that no sooner had Sep-
tember 11 come than we had October and the
anthrax tragedies that occurred, beginning in the
Brentwood post office, and spread even to this
very Congress.

Yet, Mr. Speaker, though some may consider
the capitol city a target city, I can come to the
floor this afternoon and say I have never felt my-
self to be a target. That is probably because I
am an American, and it may be in part because
I was a small child in this city during World
War II. Therefore, I am blessed and perhaps bur-
dened by the notion of American invincibility.
I do not believe that simply because of our mili-
tary might. Somehow I believe that my country
cannot and will not be defeated ever from within
or without. It is simply part of the way I was
raised, and it is part of the way we must raise
our children.

I know how one’s spirit can be broken when
one goes to the funerals of three small children
and their teacher who went down in the plane
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at the Pentagon. It can try one’s spirit. But the
fact is, I regard those children as representatives
of all who lost their lives in September and Octo-
ber of last year; and somehow or other, remem-
bering September 11 and the October anthrax
tragedies through the lives of these 1I-year-old
children and their teachers, random targets, has
instructed me how to go on.

I believe we will defeat terrorism. I tell you,
it is part of my core belief. What I think we
have to learn to do is to maintain an open society
in the process. No society has ever faced what
we have today. No society has ever had to face
keeping itself wide open while understanding
that terror lies within.

I am a native Washingtonian, a fourth-genera-
tion Washingtonian. We live here and feel our-
selves the stewards of the Nation’s Capital. As
such, we cannot stand by and see the Nation’s
Capital ever be closed, because if it is closed or
seems to close down, the rest of America will be-
lieve it must follow behind.

If this is to be an open and free society, it
must begin with an open and free Washington,
DC. I am proud of the Congress for keeping our
Chambers open, for doing all we can to keep this
city open, and for remembering that when we
are open, the rest of the country will feel itself
open. Finally we will, I believe, have the rest of
the world believe they, too, must open their soci-
eties to us and to the rest of the world.

Mr. Speaker, I thank the gentleman for bring-
ing this resolution to the floor.

Hon. Benjamin A. Gilman

OF NEW YORK

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in strong support of
H. Con. Res. 464, commemorating the tragic
events of 9/11. I commend our distinguished ma-
jority leader, the gentleman from Texas (Mr.
Armey); our distinguished Committee on Inter-
national Relations chairman, the gentleman from
Ilinois (Mr. Hyde); and our ranking minority
member, the gentleman from California (Mr.
Lantos) for bringing this measure to the floor at
this time.

On that day, 1 year ago, our Nation was delib-
erately and barbarically attacked by terrorists at
New York’s World Trade Center, at the Penta-
gon, and on flight 93 over Pennsylvania. It is our
solemn duty today to reflect on those terrorist
events and to memorialize those who perished
needlessly at the hands of those criminals.

My 20th Congressional District in New York
lost more than 90 innocent lives on that terrible
day. We join in extending our condolences to all
of the 9/11 victims, and to their families and to
their loved ones, and at the same time, in re-
minding them of our Nation’s unrelenting deter-
mination to bring to justice all those who carried
out these evil acts.

As our Nation stands together today honoring
the innocent men and women who were taken
from us on 9/11, we also pay tribute to our fire-
fighters, to the police officers, to the rescue
workers, and to all the citizens who bravely
mounted the largest rescue operation in history
under the most unthinkable conditions. Their
countless heroic acts on 9/11 mark it both as a
day of tragedy as well as triumph.

Let us also pause today to salute the men and
women of our Armed Forces who are out there
defending freedom and democracy on the front
lines of our war on terrorism. Let us pray, too,
for their safe return and their eventual triumph.

As we reflect today upon our extensive losses
on the anniversary of tragedy and horror, let us
also remember the valor, the patriotism, and the
unity of our Nation in its darkest hour. That
date, 9/11, was not only a turning point in the
history of our great Nation, but also the world.
As we seek God’s blessing for our Nation and
for the victims and heroes of September 11, let
us all pledge to work together to make our world
a safer place in which to live.

Hon. Steny H. Hoyer

OF MARYLAND

I am pleased to join the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. Lantos) and also my very close friend,
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. Hyde), in rec-
ognizing and remembering. As well, I am
pleased to follow the remarks of my friend, the
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gentleman from New York (Mr. Gilman). All
three of these gentlemen, Mr. Speaker, have been
in the forefront of focusing on the foreign policy
of the United States. All three have focused on
the extension of liberty and justice and freedom
throughout this world. All three have focused on
human rights and the recognition of the rights
of individuals. How appropriate it is that these
three leaders lead us in this remembrance.

Mr. Speaker, none of us will forget where we
were when we learned the news. None of us will
forget those 84 minutes from 8:46 a.m. on Sep-
tember 11, 2001, when the North Tower was
struck, to 84 minutes later when the crash of the
jet from Pennsylvania precluded the success of
the terrorists in striking this Capitol.

None of us, Mr. Speaker, will ever forget. In
an instant on that Tuesday morning, now known
simply as 9/11, this generation of Americans suf-
fered its Pearl Harbor. In an instant, or more ac-
curately, I suppose, in 84 minutes, more than
3,000 innocent human beings, many of uncom-
mon courage, were murdered by criminals of
unbounded evil.

Words, Mr. Speaker, cannot convey the depth
of pain inflicted on this Nation and its people
I year ago. The pain endures and will remain.
Today we remember all those who were taken
on that horrific day. Our thoughts and our pray-
ers are with those who survived and those who
lost loved ones, as well as with the brave men
and women this very hour defending freedom
here at home and abroad.

In many ways, such unspeakable acts have
clarified our purpose, steeled our resolve, and
confirmed who we are.

We are a peaceful, tolerant and compassionate
people. The evidence of that, Mr. Speaker, lies
throughout our great Nation.

Since September 11 private charities have raised
more than $2.4 billion to assist survivors. Former
President Clinton and former Senate Majority
Leader Bob Dole joined to raise $105 million to
pay for college for the children and spouses of
those killed or disabled. More than 3,000 people
download applications for Americorps every
week; more than 76,000 have requested Peace
Corps applications; and more than 48,000 have
signed up for Citizen Corps programs. Yes, Mr.

Speaker, this is a generous, compassionate and
giving Nation.

Closer to home, Donn Marshall of Marbury,
MD, refused to let the savagery of 9/11 define the
life and loss of his beloved wife, Shelley. Shelley
was an employee of the Defense Intelligence
Agency and she was one of the 20 Fifth Congres-
sional District residents and §3 Marylanders who
were taken from their family and friends by the
mindless acts of savagery on 9/11. Rather than
give in, however, to unblinking but justified
anger, Donn has given his sorrow meaning.

In tribute to his wife, Shelley, he established
the Shelley A. Marshall Foundation, an irrev-
ocable trust that funds children’s story hours at
public libraries, creative writing contests at col-
leges, and tea parties at nursing homes that bring
senior citizens and high school students together.

The aftermath of 9/11 has seen countless other
acts, Mr. Speaker, of generosity, community and
courage, in your district, Mr. Speaker, in mine,
and in the districts of every Member of this
House, which is to say in every corner of this
Nation. From the local police officers and fire-
fighters who raced toward danger at the Penta-
gon and Ground Zero in New York City, to the
Facchina Construction Company in my district
and those employees who completed their recon-
struction work at the Pentagon 32 months early,
even after their La Plata headquarters was dev-
astated and destroyed by a tornado just a few
months ago, to the local artist in my district who
raised $5,000 for the widows and children of fire-
fighters from the sale of 9/11 T-shirts that he de-
signed.

Mr. Speaker, the terrorists who sought to
break our spirit only fortified that spirit. Their
barbarism reminded us of our inevitable vulner-
ability but also reminded us that we are a part
of something much greater than ourselves. We
are the land of the free because, Mr. Speaker, we
are the home of the brave.

More than 40 years ago President Kennedy
stirred our Nation when he said, “The energy,
the faith, the devotion that we bring to this en-
deavor will light our country and all who serve
it.” And he correctly concluded that, “The glow
from that fire can truly light the world.”

The fire of freedom, Mr. Speaker, forged the
American character and it burns deep within our



Remembrances in the House of Representatives 63

souls. The ashes of tragedy have rekindled that
spirit; and I year later, the world must know
freedom’s light still burns brightly and its eter-
nal truth shall never, never be extinguished. May
God, Mr. Speaker, continue to bless and guide
America as we continue our commitment to a
just Nation and the defense and extension of free-
dom.

Hon. Zach Wamp

OF TENNESSEE

Mr. Speaker, this is a day of remembrance, a
day of remembering over 3,000 individual per-
sons who died at the hands of people who were
so deranged that they also died in their killings
of innocents in America. A day of remembering
3,000 families that will never again be the same,
but the families through their sacrifice have defi-
nitely contributed to a better America because
of what they have given. A day of remembering
the sacrifice and courage that was demonstrated,
manifesting itself as love, immediately overtook
hate, incredible love that sent warm feelings
throughout the world toward the United States
of America. It is a day of emotion.

I was at the Pentagon this morning, as were
many of my colleagues and our President and the
Secretary of Defense. I was there last year right
after the Pentagon was struck. The stench of war,
death and destruction a year ago was replaced
this morning by the smell of new construction,
a breeze that blew up the dust of a construction
site now complete, sparkling new windows, and
a whole new day at the Pentagon. A day of sad-
ness for great loss. A day of joy for the phoenix
project and that new beginning. A day of humil-
ity.

I continue to be in awe of this job, this coun-
try, and the people of America. A day of national
pride as we stand together with our President
and our leadership. A day of deep and abiding
love for our fellow man of all denominations
from all around the world. God created each of
us. But a day of righteous anger for what has
happened, and a desire for justice to be served,
but for our country to never extract revenge.

Mr. Speaker, today is a day of unity in this
House and across this land. The Holy Scripture
says that unity is a supernatural anointing of
God. The words say, One can chase 1,000, in the
Old Testament. Two can chase 10,000. What
that means is whenever God’s children get to-
gether with a common purpose, spirit of unity,
God anoints that unity and supernatural things
can happen. We have seen that in this country
as we have come together. We need to do it more
often. We need to continue the unity that this
tragedy brought to this great Nation.

Mr. Speaker, today is a day of resolve. We live
in a new and difficult time. We stand today, my
generation, on the shoulders of the greatest gen-
eration. A generation that I grew up admiring
and continue to admire. The greatest generation
rightly earned their place in our country’s history
because of their dedication and their sacrifice. My
generation has been called the “me generation.”
We are self-absorbed,
maybe not even capable of having what it takes.

self-consuming, lazy,

But I believe that in the last year, thanks to our
domestic warriors, our first responders, our
troops on the home front, our firefighters and
law enforcement personnel and EMTs, and the
bravery and courage that they have shown, this
“me generation” may be becoming the “we gen-
eration.” More selflessness, more sacrifice, more
courage than I have seen in my lifetime has been
demonstrated in the last year.

I even see the joy in the eyes of the greatest
generation as they look in their later years at
what has happened in the last year with some
amazement and incredible pride to say to this
generation, you have what it takes, too. And I
am glad because the days ahead are uncertain,
and challenges are many. We may have many
difficult times that we must go through ahead;
but, Mr. Speaker, we have what it takes because
we inherited a legacy of courage and honor and
valor and we must answer this call to courage
because what is at stake is freedom.

It is fragile. It is a powerful force much like
unity and love, but it is fragile. We must not
rest. We must not grow complacent over time.
We must be vigilant. We must be willing to
fight and to die to preserve freedom.
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Hon. James R. Langevin

OF RHODE ISLAND

Mr. Speaker, today I join millions of people
in solemn reflection on the tragic events of Sep-
tember 11, 2001.

One year has passed since that horrific day
thrust the world into shock and sadness; and
while some pain has subsided, our wounds have
not entirely healed, particularly for those who
lost loved ones in New York, Pennsylvania, and
Washington. However, by responding to this
tragedy with hope and determination, our Na-
tion has grown stronger.

As the initial confusion of the attacks sub-
sided, we became familiar with some of the
names and the faces of the victims. Rhode Island
was touched personally by this tragedy through
the loss of several who called our State home.
David and Lynn Angell, Carol Bouchard, Renee
Newell, Mark Charette, Michael Gould, Amy
Jarret, Kathryn Laborie, Shawn Nassaney and
Lynn Goodchild. We learned about these indi-
viduals, their interests and their lives. We have
prayed for their families and loved ones and re-
sponded to their grief with compassion.

As in the past, Americans offered sympathy
and support to those touched by tragedy, re-
minding us that though the terrorists attacked
our Nation, they did not and they cannot dam-
age our spirit.

On this solemn occasion I pay tribute to those
who lost their lives, to their friends and families
who continue to grieve, to the American heroes
who dedicated themselves to rescue and recovery
efforts, to our servicemen and women who are
defending our Nation against the ongoing threat
of terrorism and to the spirit of America which
has helped us endure these difficult times and

will grow stronger from our sacrifices.
God bless America.

Hon. Michael N. Castle
OF DELAWARE
Today is a solemn day to reflect on the lives

lost and the families who have been altered for-
ever by the terrorist attacks last September 1I.

In the aftermath of these devastating attacks,
the American public and people around the
world came to realize that thousands of innocent
Americans and others from many nations and
walks of life perished because evil forces wanted
to strike at the heart of this great Nation.

Today and forever we will grieve for all of the
victims. We have listened to the reading of the
names of those lost but who, more important,
are the family, friends and loved ones of those
who are still on this Earth and miss them today.

September 11 will always be etched in the
minds of all Americans and our families and
friends throughout the world. Today we remem-
ber our heroes who gave their lives so others may
live, our brave citizens, firefighters, police offi-
cers, and emergency personnel. The outpouring
of emotion, generosity, and courageousness of
mankind continues to touch us daily. Now is not
only the time for remembrance of the past but
also a time to look forward to living our lives
with vigor and joy. We are a country that stands
more united than ever before. Our diversity has
strengthened us and our pride in America contin-
ues to grow. On this pain-filled first anniversary,
we stand tall defending freedom, working for
peace, and seeking justice. We must continue to
support one another, and we must remain com-
mitted and united in the war against terrorism
and use all of our might to bring to justice all
of those involved with the attacks. Today we
pledge to do everything in our power to defeat
terrorism and to make our Nation stronger in
every way that has made it a beacon of freedom
and opportunity in the entire world.

May God bless America.

Hon. Sheila Jackson-Lee

OF TEXAS

A year ago today, many of us as Americans
might have been asking the question, Who are
we? And the terrorists who attacked us might
have thought in that horrific act of violence that
who we were would crumble. They might have
expected that because we came from all walks of
life, spoke different languages when we first
came to this Nation and enjoyed our respective
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cultures, that the coalition would disintegrate,
that we would no longer be America, that we
would begin to join places where we might have
come from or our ancestors might have started
and we might have gone at each other and might
have accused each other.

But we fooled them because America is a Na-
tion of the free and the brave. It is in fact a very
special place; and more than any time in our life-
time, Americans stood united. It frightened the
rest of the world, I might imagine, those who
wanted to perpetrate terrorism, undermine our
democratic ideals, get us to attack our Constitu-
tion. We stood firm. As I sat there today at the
Pentagon and I watched as our flag began to
blow in the morning’s wind, it reminded me of
the words of Francis Scott Key, why he was so
moved to write the “Star Spangled Banner,” for
as he looked up as those bombs were bursting
and that war was going on, he felt that there
was a theme and a symbol that continued, and
his words were:

“Now it catches the gleam of the morning’s fresh beam,
In full glory, reflected now shines on the stream;

’tis the star spangled banner. O, long may it wave

Opver the land of the free and the home of the brave.”

That is what we showed the world on Septem-
ber 11. We showed them that we could in fact
survive. And today I take time to salute those
first responders who helped us survive, the po-
lice, the firefighters, the paramedics, all the med-
ical professionals, and just plain ordinary people,
the volunteers, the men and women of the U.S.
military who today stand at the front line of free-
dom and opportunity and justice, the unsung he-
roes, many of whom will not and did not live
to tell their own story. We honor them, and yes-
terday belongs to the families of those who lost
their lives and the families of survivors. We
honor them and we thank them.

I spoke today to a family member who lost
his wife in Somerset, PA; and his words were
chilling to me. It reminded me of the importance
of the resolve of this Nation and of this govern-
ment. He said simply, “I do not understand. I'm
still living through this. I do not know how I'm
going to get through it.” He, however, may take
comfort in the way that America has come to-
gether, how we have comforted each other. He
may take comfort in knowing that anytime we

are attacked, we will stand unified together.
Their stories may never be told, those who lost
their lives, but we will stand arm in arm to-
gether.

Might I say, Mr. Speaker, as I close, that the
government came together, State and local offi-
cials. Might I also say that even though we were
diverse, we did not use this time to attack any
religious group, any believers of any faith, any
distinctive ethnic group. We came together.

I would simply say, Mr. Speaker, that this Na-
tion is a Nation under God. I hold this Bible.
I will not read it today, but I am proud as an
American that if I chose, I could read this Bible
because we do have the freedom which we fight
for, and that is why I know in our hearts we
will continue to wage this ongoing fight against
terrorism; but we will do it by showing to the
world our own values of democracy, freedom, jus-
tice and equality.

I believe the “Battle Hymn of the Republic”
says it well:

Mine eyes have seen the glory of the coming of the Lord.

He is trampling out the vintage where the grapes of wrath
are stored.

He has loosed the fateful lightning of His terrible swift
sword.

His truth is marching on.

The truth of this Nation continues to march,
and we can do it in a way that understands free-
dom.

God bless America and God bless its people,
for the truth will continue to march on.

Hon. Saxby Chambliss

OF GEORGIA

Mr. Speaker, today I rise in strong support of
this resolution. On the anniversary of September
11, we remember the innocent victims of last
year’s terrorist attack against our Nation and pay
tribute to the heroes who risked their lives to
save others.

This day is indelibly marked in our Nation’s
memory. It is a day when our Nation changed,
when we were savagely attacked by malicious en-
emies whose hatred of freedom and democracy
runs so deep that they would murder innocent
men, women and children.
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These attacks on our cherished principles, val-
ues and freedoms tried to weaken our Nation;
but the tragic events of September 11, 2001, only
strengthened the American resolve. The loss is
overwhelming; but in the wake of this tragedy,
we have witnessed many of the best aspects of
America: the tremendous outpouring of patriot-
ism, a common sense of grief and loss which
touched every American, a bond of love and sup-
port among strangers from across the land, a re-
newed commitment to our respective religious
beliefs, and a renewed national resolve to root out
terrorism and act against the enemies of America.

Today at the Pentagon ceremony, I visited
with Pat Hogan, the widow of Maj. Cole Hogan
of Macon, GA. Major Hogan was an Army Green
Beret who served his country bravely here at
home and around the world and was killed in
the attack on the Pentagon. Our hearts, prayers,
and thoughts are with the friends and families
like Pat Hogan who suffered such a tremendous
loss a year ago.

Over the past year we have endured daunting
challenges, and our lives have been forever
changed by these terrorist acts and the threat
that continues to confront us. We have made
progress in making America a safer place and
fighting the war on terrorism. More still needs
to be done; but as we move forward, we have
an opportunity to rededicate ourselves to do all
we can to work together to preserve the memory
of those who perished in making our Nation a
better place, a safer place and to ensure that the
spirit of freedom, democracy and our core Amer-
ican values continue to burn even brighter in our
Nation and around the world.

Hon. Ron Kind

OF WISCONSIN

Mr. Speaker, I too rise to remember the ter-
rible events of September 11, to honor the victims
of the attack and their families and to let them
know that especially today, they do not stand
alone, and to pay tribute to the heroes of that
day, the passengers of flight 93, the rescue efforts
at the Pentagon and in New York City, the po-
lice officers, the firefighters, the first responders,

emergency medical technicians and the health
care providers.

That day started with great shock and honor,
Mr. Speaker; but it ended with incredible unity
and a sense of resolve that those responsible
would be held accountable. From the ashes of
that attack arose a new sense of patriotism and
a solemn pledge to never forget but to learn from
that terrible day.

We became unified in this Nation out of a
sense of common values that we share: love of
country, love of the freedom and liberties that
we hold so dear, a shared sense of common vul-
nerability now that our splendid isolationism in
the world and our sense of innocence was taken
from us. That is perhaps what has made me most
angry about the events of last September 11, the
grief that we have to share with the families who
lost loved ones, but the knowledge that my two
little boys and all our children in our country
will have to grow up in a 21st century with the
specter of terrorism and that vulnerability hang-
ing over their heads.

I was heartbroken to have read the story of
the two little boys who lost a father at the World
Trade Center when they were at home, and they
got all excited and started jumping up and down
when they saw their dad’s car being pulled into
the driveway. They were screaming, “Mommy,
Mommy, Daddy’s home, Daddy’s home.” She
knew that could not be the case, and she looked
out the window to only see a tow truck dropping
off her husband’s car in the family driveway and
having to explain to her sons why their dad was
never coming home again.

Or the “Nightline” story of the retired fire-
fighters living down in Florida who came back
up to Ground Zero to sift through the wreckage
in order to find the remains of bodies so they
could be identified. They did it out of a sense
of honor to their fallen comrades but also because
they had lost their own sons, the next generation
of firefighters who went into those burning
buildings to save lives. One of the firefighters
was interviewed by Ted Koppel, and he asked
them, “Why are you doing this day in and day
out, from dawn to dusk every day?” He re-
sponded, “When we signed up to be firefighters
and when our sons signed up to be firefighters,
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we all knew there was a risk in this job, but ev-

eryone deserves a decent burial.”

These are the memories that will live with us
for the rest of our lives and why it is so heart-
breaking.

After one of our intelligence briefings, I was
talking to one of the intelligence officers and
commented to him how sophisticated this terror-
ist operation seemed, and he replied that it was
not all that impressive. He said it was a low-
tech operation. It is very easy to fly commercial
airlines when they are already aflight. The hard
part is landing them safely, and they never in-
tended to land safely.

That is the challenge that lies before our coun-
try today. We not only need to fly the ship of
state safely, but we need to land the ship of state
safely; and that is why I hope that we learn from
this terrible event, but do not get too intoxicated
with our own military power, which is consider-
able.

I would hope that we realize we must main-
tain our good citizenship throughout the globe,
that we are in this all together. This is not only
about enhancing our own security interests in the
United States and for our citizens abroad, but for
all of the freedom-loving nations throughout the
globe who have a common goal in defeating

international terrorism.

We cannot do this alone. We need the help
of the international community.

It is easy for our Nation, with the military
power that we now possess, to accomplish so-
called regime change. The hard part is nation-
building that comes after. And that is why it is
vitally important, I believe, that we keep our eye
on the ball; that we pursue the Al Qaeda organi-
zation wherever they have scattered, to the four
winds, and that we do it with the cooperation
and the help of the international community.

I am confident with the deliberations in the
days ahead that we will be guided with proper
decisions. May God bless and may God continue
to guide this great Nation.

Hon. Todd Russell Platts

OF PENNSYLVANIA

Mr. Speaker, I appreciate the gentleman yield-
ing me this time. One year ago today, the lives
of all Americans were forever changed. For the
terrorists, the story of the September 11 attacks
is one of immense hate, a hatred for the prin-
ciples of freedom, liberty, and equality for which
our great Nation stands. For Americans, how-
ever, the story of September 11 is a story of im-
mense love, a love of country, a love for human
life.

Firefighters, police officers, and everyday citi-
zens were heroic in rescuing victims of the at-
tacks, and later in recovering the remains so as
to properly honor those lost. Countless other citi-
zens volunteered to assist and encouraged relief
workers. Across the country, flags waved, hands
were clasped in historic unity, and voices joined
in prayer and in patriotic song.

In response to the attacks, America has been
made stronger. Americans better appreciate the
sacrifices that police officers, firefighters and
emergency personnel make every day to ensure
our safety. And we certainly have a much deeper
admiration for the courageous devotion to duty
of our servicemen and women, our men and
women in uniform who fight to defend our pre-
cious freedoms throughout the world.

President Bush so profoundly captured the en-
during spirit of America when he stated last year,
“We will not tire. We will not falter. We will
not fail. United we stand.”

God bless those who lost loved ones in the at-
tacks of September 11 and those who gave their
lives seeking to save the lives of others, and cer-
tainly God bless the United States of America.

Hon. Charles W. Stenholm

OF TEXAS

Mr. Speaker, I thank the gentleman for yield-
ing me this time. It has been said that “Greater
love hath no one than to lay down his life for
a friend.” Unless perhaps he or she lays down
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a life for a stranger. That is the love, the heroism,
the patriotism that we pause today to remember
and to honor. It is the love we witnessed on a
large scale in New York, Pennsylvania and
Washington 1 year ago. But it is also the love
that is practiced daily in communities across this
great land.

In some ways, September 11, 2001, is so indeli-
bly imprinted on our minds and souls that it is
difficult to believe an entire year has passed. As
we recall each detail personally experienced on
that day, we remember the horror, the anguish,
the sorrow, and the fear. Certainly these emotions
remain fresh to all of those who lost a loved one.
But even for citizens in other parts of the country
hundreds of miles away, our connection as fellow
Americans meant that we all felt deep grief.

As John Donne wrote more than 300 years
ago,

No man is an island, entire of itself. Any man’s death di-

minishes me because I am involved in mankind; and therefore
never send to know for whom the bell tolls, it tolls for thee.

In the weeks following September 11, as we
heard the bells tolling or the bagpipes playing
“Amazing Grace” in funeral after funeral, each
one of us did feel that a part of us had died.
And so today, as we remember, we feel sadness,
we feel grief.

For those of us who were not physically
present at one of the attack sites, perhaps our
greatest wound came from the fear that gripped
our chests and our country. Suddenly our sense
of safety, of invulnerability, of carefree security
received a vicious slash from a cruel and unex-
pected attacker.

As a Nation, we face the question, Will we
be paralyzed by this fear or will we overcome it?
The answer to that question is where the story
brings us today. From biblical times until today
humanity has discovered three things which
overcome fear: love, faith and action.

Some people are aware of that truth every day
of their lives. Each community’s firefighters, our
police officers, our emergency and health care
workers, our men and women in military uni-
form, every day these heroes set aside personal
fear in order to do their job so that the rest of
us might live safely. They risk the possibility of
laying down their lives for both friend and

stranger and in doing so they demonstrate some
of the greatest examples of love in our society.

The year that has passed since September 11
has also helped us find meaning in and through
our grief. It has given us an ability to view both
world events and our personal lives with a new
perspective. And what we have seen is that one
of the darkest days of our history gave birth to
thousands of acts of goodness, creating perhaps
one of our finest hours. Ordinary men and
women across the country showed extraordinary
bravery, kindness and compassion as we pulled
together as one united Nation.

As we look back, we learn that it was through
our giving back that we are now able to move
forward. So while we respect and honor those
who lost their lives a year ago, and feel compas-
sion for those who remain in grief, today is also
a day of celebration. We celebrate the American
spirit, the heroes who are gathered here today
among us all over America, and the three anti-
dotes to fear: love, faith and action.

The marvelous thing is that every one of us
has the capacity to bring to life these fear fight-
ers. We cannot all rush into burning buildings
or stop senseless acts of violence. Few of us may
actually be faced with the opportunity to save
another life. But we all can be heroes by loving,
by believing, and by acting to strengthen our
communities. As we honor our heroes, both liv-
ing and dead, we are called to find the heroic
urge inside ourselves.

September 11 may have shown us the worst of
humanity, but it also reminded us of the chance
to become the best of humanity, by loving, be-
lieving and acting. May each of us today honor
those who died by doing just that.

Hon. Michael Bilirakis

OF FLORIDA

Mr. Speaker, exactly I year ago today, the lives
of every American citizen were changed by the
cowardly acts of terrorism committed against us
on our own soil. Families were broken, loved
ones were lost forever, and our sense of security
was shaken.
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Yet even in the dark hours of September 11,
2001, hope remained. For within the hearts of
Americans, we share a common bond as citizens
of the greatest Nation on Earth. This bond
prompts us to courage, to service, and to patriot-
ism. This bond inspired Americans on the day
of the attacks to rush to the aid of their fellow
Americans without thought of possible con-
sequences to themselves. This bond provides
hope that our Nation will heal from our grief
and conquer those who would threaten our lib-
erty and our way of life.

While we choose to honor the sacrifices and
tragedy of September 11 with solemnity today,
we also celebrate who we are as a Nation. We
celebrate our Republic, we celebrate freedom, we
celebrate service, sacrifice and love for one an-
other. We celebrate the heroic acts of ordinary
citizens and commemorate the tragic events of
September 11. From the soldier to the firefighter
and policeman, to ordinary folks going about
their daily lives, we salute you. Your sacrifices
will not be in vain. A grateful Nation lives and
hopes because of your love for this great country.

I close today with Professor Al G. Wright’s
beautiful ode to our Nation, which celebrates our
country with these words:

I am an American. That is the way most of us put it,
just matter-of-factly. They are plain words, those four. You
could write them on your thumbnail, or you could sweep
them clear across this bright autumn sky. But remember, too,
that they are more than words. They are a way of life. So

whenever you speak them, speak them firmly, speak them
proudly, speak them gratefully. I am an American.

Hon. Mike Ross

OF ARKANSAS

Mr. Speaker, September 11, 2001, is a day that
none of us will ever forget. I was sitting in my
office across from our Nation’s Capitol, and from
the window in my office, I literally saw smoke
rise from the Pentagon. A few hours later, I
would learn that a young Navy petty officer from
our district named Nehamon Lyons would be
among the casualties at the Pentagon. Picking
up the phone and calling his mom, Mrs. Jewel
Lyons, back in Pine Bluff, AR, was the most dif-
ficult call I have ever made.

This morning, I joined with other Members
of Congress and with our President, united,
Democrat and Republican alike, united as one
America, as we remembered in a special service
at the Pentagon. We remembered those who lost
their lives I year ago today at the Pentagon, at
that pasture in Pennsylvania, and, yes, at the
World Trade Center in New York City. After
that ceremony I returned to my office and I
called Mrs. Jewel Lyons in Pine Bluff, AR, to
let her know what I had just experienced in that
very special and moving service at the Pentagon
and to let her know that America has not forgot-
ten that young Navy petty officer, Nehamon
Lyons, and his service to this great country.

My grandfather taught me to always look for
something good in everything bad. There was
not anything good about September 11, but I do
believe it has brought out the best in the Amer-
ican spirit. I see a country today that is more
patriotic than perhaps ever in my lifetime. I see
a country today with a greater appreciation for
our veterans and our soldiers. And I see a country
today that is praying a lot more. Bible sales are
up, church attendance is up, and I know that
means America is only getting stronger.

Hon. Doug Bereuter

OF NEBRASKA

Mr. Speaker, on the first anniversary of the
tragic events that killed so many Americans at
the World Trade Center and the Pentagon, it is
natural for our thoughts to turn to the victims
of that day. It was, of course, a world-changing
event that will continue to affect all of us. Now
we know, too, that an extraordinary debt of grat-
itude is owed to those brave passengers of United
flight 93, which crashed in a Pennsylvania field.
They fought the murderous hijackers in the cock-
pit and, thus, foiled the plot to crash that plane
into the Capitol or White House.

The families of the victims will continue to
grieve their losses, but the commemoration
around the Nation today should focus on rein-
forcing America’s newly heightened unity and
sense of resolve that we as a Nation will dramati-
cally increase our effectiveness in protecting our
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homeland and our citizens abroad from terrorist
attacks. We must remain committed to meet
these challenges while at the same time preserv-
ing the freedom, civil liberties, and opportunities
which make America the envy of the world.

The period set aside for formally mourning our
losses is long past. The victims and their families
now are best served if all of us share and act upon
a commitment to keep our Nation secure, strong,
and a bastion of liberty. May God bless America.

Hon. James P. McGovern

OF MASSACHUSETTS

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support of this
resolution. It is hard to believe that it has been
exactly I year since that terrible September day,
1 year since our Nation experienced that devastat-
ing and profound loss. Words cannot begin to
express the heartache that we felt that day, or
the sympathy we continue to feel for those who
were lost.

Like many of my colleagues, I represented sev-
eral of the victims of September 11; and I appre-
ciate this opportunity to extend my deepest con-
dolences and prayers to their loved ones.

It has been a difficult, but necessary, week for
all of us. From our session in New York City
and visit to Ground Zero, to the ceremony at the
Pentagon this morning, to the consideration of
this resolution, Members of this House have had
the opportunity to express our solidarity with the
families and communities most deeply affected
by September 11.

Today is also an opportunity to pay tribute to
the millions of Americans who reacted with such
bravery and compassion in the aftermath of the
terrorist attacks, the doctors and nurses who
ministered to the injured; the firefighters, police
officers, ironworkers and others who refused to
leave the site of the World Trade Center until
everyone was accounted for; the ordinary citizens
from every corner of our country, every back-
ground and religion, who donated blood, money,
or who provided a kind word or a prayer.

Mr. Speaker, I also think it is important at
this moment for us to express our gratitude to
our men and women in our Armed Forces who,

as we speak, continue to battle terrorists in Af-
ghanistan. They serve our country with great dis-
tinction, and they are a credit to our country and,
indeed, to the world.

We have accomplished a great deal in the past
year by working together, but I believe we have
much more to do.

Today we recall the solidarity and compassion
shown our Nation and our people by other na-
tions and other peoples around the world, and
we can work with them to bring our most cher-
ished values into reality.

Mr. Speaker, we can, I believe, make this
world less violent, more peaceful, more tolerant,
and more secure. We have the ability to eradicate
poverty, disease, hunger and hopelessness, the
things that terrorists exploit to justify the un-
justifiable. What we need is the will to make
it happen. We need to lead the world in pursuit
of these important goals. In doing so, I believe
we will demonstrate the true and magnificent
character of the United States of America.

M. Speaker, in conclusion, it is my hope that
as we remember the victims of September 11, as
we offer our condolences to their families, and
as we continue to bring the perpetrators to jus-
tice, that we rededicate ourselves to providing a
better world for us all.

Hon. Christopher Cox

OF CALIFORNIA

Mr. Speaker, today is Memorial Day for the
victims and the heroes of September 11. It is a
time to honor the people who have died and the
people who still live. It is important as we grieve
for the victims that we keep in mind how many
people are alive today because of the efforts of
those who helped them, many of them still alive.

Today it was my honor, along with Senator
Ben Nighthorse Campbell of Colorado, to honor
and recognize 11 members of our Park Police here
in Washington, DC, who were heroes and first
responders on that day. It was an interesting way
to recognize them. There was a cross-country
motorcycle ride organized by citizens from all of
our districts and States across the country. It
started out in Orange County, CA, went to San
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Diego, CA, 3,500 miles later it picked up hun-
dreds of riders and came here to the Nation’s
Capital. Like Ben Campbell, I am a Harley rider
and so I was happy to join them. That is why
I found myself in a position to be able to bestow
these glass plaques to our first responders.

First, the riders themselves, our constituents.
They raised $1 million for the World Trade Cen-
ter Miracles Foundation just from among the rid-
ers. In that they were like the people who re-
sponded heroically on September 11. They put
aside their concerns and put first the needs of
others. That is what people all around our coun-
try are doing in response to September II.

Along their 3,500 mile route, they stopped in
places like Wichita, KS, where they dedicated an
evening to the family of Daniel Nolan. He per-
ished in the World Trade Center. A few days
later they were in Illinois at the Champaign
County Fairgrounds celebrating the important
work of first responders. Only yesterday, they
traveled to Stoney Creek School in Shanksville,
PA, where the students had built a memorial to
the heroes of flight 93. At every step along the
way, they honored the dead and the living, as
we do today.

This coast-to-coast effort culminated in the
honoring of 11 heroes who live among us in
Washington, DC, from the U.S. Park Police; and
I would like to mention their names on the floor.

First, two members of the motorcycle unit, Lt.
George F. Wallace, commander, and Sgt. Daniel
P. Beck, supervisor of the unit. They were in
front of the Capitol today. They saw what had
happened at the Pentagon from this side of the
river, and they did what heroes do: they went
right to the middle of that danger. They were
two of the first uniformed police at the Pentagon
on the scene. They assisted in the initial evacu-
ation of the wounded. Their efforts helped ensure
that those injured who were still alive received
immediate care, and for that, obviously, those
men and women, their families, and all of us are
grateful.

After the arrival of other local police and fire
units, these officers continued to work. They
cleared the vicinity and organized the evacuation
of personnel from the monumental core area.

There were nine others outside the Capitol
who were similarly honored. The members of the

U.S. Park Police Aviation Unit, Eagle One and
Eagle Two. Eagle One includes Sgt. Ronald A.
Galey, pilot; Sgt. John E. Marsh, rescue techni-
cian; and John J. Dillon, rescue team officer.
Eagle Two includes Lt. Phillip W. Cholak,
Bernard T.
Stasulli, assistant aviation unit commander; Sgt.
Keith E. Bohn, pilot; Sgt. Kenneth S. Burchell,
copilot; and physician assistant Keith Kettell and

aviation unit commander; Sgt.

Jason Kepp, medic, of the Uniformed Services
University.

Here is what these people did on September
1. At approximately 9:40, the U.S. Park Police
received an emergency call from Reagan National
Airport tower notifying them that a plane had
crashed in the vicinity of the Pentagon. They did
not know yet what had happened. Members of
Eagle One immediately lifted off, and they flew
right into the center of the disaster, hovered
right over the Pentagon, and they honored an
FBI request and activated their microwave
downlink and provided a live video feed of ex-
actly what was going on at that moment.

Just as Eagle One began to provide this live
feed, personnel at Reagan National Airport aban-
doned the airport tower and said they could not
see anything because of the smoke. They re-
quested that these people, the names I just gave
you, take over responsibility for all of the air
space, and they did. They took control over all
of the tower’s responsibility.

Even as Eagle One completed this assignment,
Sergeant March requested helicopters from the
Maryland State Police, MedStar and AirCare, and
coordinated with ground units to establish a
landing zone, honoring a request from the Ar-
lington County Fire Department to transport pa-
tients to regional burn centers.

Meanwhile, Eagle Two’s crew responded to its
call of duty and loaded the mass casualty kit and
additional equipment on board their aircraft.
They landed on the west side of the Pentagon
and immediately began coordinating the trans-
port of II priority-one burn patients. While
Eagle One directed MedStar and AirCare aircraft
into the landing zone to medevac additional pa-
tients, Eagle Two transported two of these pa-
tients to the Washington Hospital Center. Those
people are alive and doing much better today as
a result of these heroic efforts.
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As a lasting example of their heroic efforts, the
U.S. Park Police Aviation Unit responded to a
final request of the Arlington County Fire De-
partment to transport a battalion chief of the
Pentagon Fire Command Center for a 1-hour
flight over the crash site because he was directing
the firefighting efforts on the ground from their
craft.

Those are just some of the heroes of September
11. They live among us here. It was, as I said,
my honor to present them with citations this
morning. But as we honor these first responders,
I think we have to remember that, as we draw
inspiration from their work, they are still there
every day protecting our neighborhoods. They
are still there every day protecting us from
threats, whether it be fire or a terrorist attack.
Because of their bravery, which we take so much
for granted, we have a wonderful future to look
forward to in this country.

I have no doubt that we will succeed in our
efforts in the war on terror, and I have no doubt
that we will owe a continuing and ever-deeper
debt of gratitude to these men and women to
protect and defend our country. I am grateful for
the opportunity to honor these men and women.

Hon. Lois Capps

OF CALIFORNIA

Mr. Speaker, in communities across the land,
we gather to commemorate the unspeakable at-
tacks against our Nation I year ago today.

Even with the passage of time, there are still
no words to adequately describe our pain, sorrow,
and our anger. Our hearts remain heavy with
grief for the 3,000 souls who were lost, and we
continue to mourn with their families and their
loved ones.

I feel especially heartbroken for all the chil-
dren who lost their fathers and mothers on this
terrible day, and for all of the babies who came
into the world after their fathers were killed.
These young lives have been permanently and
senselessly altered by those who so erroneously
believe that extremism and hate pave the road
to salvation.

Now it is our duty to help these children ful-
fill their dreams and understand that their par-
ents died in an attack on the freedoms and values
we hold to be self-evident.

It is also important to pay tribute to the acts
of courage and heroism carried out by so many
people: the firefighters, police and rescue person-
nel, the passengers on the doomed aircraft, and
by countless citizens who volunteered at the
crash sites and around the Nation. Some of them
included volunteers from my district on the Cen-
tral Coast of California who lended their exper-
tise and resources.

Today is a day that we should honor all of
the first responders who not only risked their
lives on September 11, but who are also the first
on the scenes of emergencies and disasters every
day in communities across this country.

I am so proud of their commitment and their
determination to make our country, indeed the
world, a safer place. These brave individuals de-
serve our highest respect on September 11 and on
every day.

It is also important to remember and honor
the brave American servicemen and women who
are defending our freedom around the globe,
joined by defenders from other countries.

They are defending the principles of democ-
racy and security on which this country was
founded, and we salute their tireless mission.
This has been a year of great sorrow and mourn-
ing. But it has also been a time of great Amer-
ican unity, strength of spirit, and generosity.

As one widow reflected, it is as though this
entire year has been stuck on September 11. Now,
perhaps, we can move on to September 12.

Mr. Speaker, I hope and pray, and let us work
toward the goal, that the coming year will bring
peace to our families, our community, our Na-
tion, and that the generosity of our people and
the spirit of our democracy will be well known
and well documented throughout the world.

Hon. Adam H. Putnam

OF FLORIDA

Mr. Speaker, this is an emotional time for this
country and an emotional time for this body. All
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of us have participated in events in our commu-
nities, tributes to the victims and their families
in New York and the Pentagon, and that is right
and proper. But I want to take this opportunity
on this first Patriot Day to look forward, to re-
member and pause and reflect on why they envy
us so, why the terrorists hate us so. What is it
that would cause them to bring about the death
and destruction of so many innocent lives, so
many hopes and dreams shattered, so many com-
munities that have lost church members, PTA
officers, rotary club presidents, chamber direc-
tors, so many children who have lost a parent?

They despise the fact that we stand for free-
dom; that we represent all that is great, all that
is tolerant and hopeful and helpful and strong
about communities.

They misunderstood us. They thought we
were no stronger than the celluloid films that
come out of Hollywood; that we would buckle
and cave, that we would wither up and shrink
from the fight.

What they did not understand was that we
had an army of ordinary American citizens who
would rally; who would stand in line for hours
to give their blood; who would contribute their
paychecks to strangers; whose children would go
to schools and have penny drives and car washes
and other fundraisers to send off to the victims,
their families, and even the children in Afghani-
stan.

They hate the fact that in America little girls
have the same opportunities as little boys, to
dream, to hope, to be whatever they want to be,
from a teacher to a firefighter to a Member of
Congress, to President of the United States. They
are afforded equal opportunity.

They resent the fact that different faiths have
every opportunity to worship together, side by
side, on the same city block, in peace.

They resent the fact that we have heroic civil
servants who deliver the mail, who put out fires,
who comfort victims, who run into buildings
from which everyone else is running out; that we
have teachers who instill values and character
into the next generation of Americans; that we
have health care workers, doctors and nurses, who
rally to the scene and give so much of their
hearts and souls to putting lives and bodies back
together.

People still risk their lives to come to this
country. People still see the United States as that
shining city on a hill. They still risk their fami-
ly’s safety, they give up all of their worldly pos-
sessions to stow away in a tanker or to cobble
together a rickety raft and brave the straits of
Florida or the Atlantic, to become a part of this
country that those terrorists tried to destroy.

If given the opportunity, most free people,
most thoughtful people, would choose that way
of life, would choose that equality, that tolerance,
that hope, that dream that is America.

And while all of us fight on a regular basis
in this Chamber over things great and small, we
never question the legitimacy of the debate or
the legitimacy of the leadership or of the system
or of the institution. While we criticize the poli-
cies of our President or administration, we do not
question his right to be there and be our leader.

That is what they hated, that is what they
envied, that is what they attempted to destroy,
and they have succeeded only in bringing out the
best in all Americans, leaving America today
stronger than she was last September 11; a little
closer together, still fairly complacent, still fairly
naive about the dangers this world poses, but
still very much in love with all things American,
very much in love with our ability to debate on
this floor, our ability to hope and dream and be
whatever we want to be, and to instill that in
our young people.

America is stronger today than she was a year
ago; a little bruised, very bloodied in some areas,
but stronger.

Mr. Speaker, God bless these United States of
America.

Hon. Bernard Sanders

OF VERMONT

Mr. Speaker, our Nation was changed forever
on the morning of September 11. The goal of
Osama bin Laden was to demoralize us, to create
fear and uncertainty, to bring about instability
in our country; and, obviously and thankfully, he
has failed.

Last week Congress met in New York City to
pay tribute to those who were killed on Septem-
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ber 11 in that city, and this morning we assem-
bled at the Pentagon. At these events and similar
events all over this country, we were reminded
about our resiliency and how strong this Nation
really is.

Last September 11, we saw amazing displays of
heroism and bravery. We saw what is extraor-
dinary and best in the human spirit. None of us
will ever forget the sight of firemen entering the
World Trade Center, going up the stairs while
other people were going down the stairs. And,
as we know, most of those firemen never got out
of that building alive.

We also today remember the courage of the
people at the Pentagon who saved lives there,
and we honor the members of our Armed Forces
who are fighting terrorism in Afghanistan and
elsewhere.

Mr. Speaker, we have also learned a great deal
since September 11. We have learned, as we have
never learned before, that we are a vulnerable
Nation. Yes, we are the most powerful Nation
on Earth, but what we learned on that day is
that we could be attacked and that thousands of
innocent men and women could be killed.

We have also learned that we must lead an
international coalition against bigoted, religious
fanatics who believe that they have the right to
kill innocent people in order to impose their re-
actionary ideology on others.

Many of us have also learned that in order to
maintain true American values, we must not un-
dermine the principles and constitutional rights
that make our country great and that this coun-
try was founded on.

As an American and as a Vermonter I have
been extraordinarily proud of how our people re-
sponded to this crisis in terms of blood donations
and financial contributions, and how we came to-
gether as a community to support the victims
of September 11 and to support each other. If
there is something positive out of the horrors of
September 11, it is that we as a Nation, all of
us, despite our backgrounds, where we come
from, our religious beliefs, must continue to
show that same sense of community, that love
for each other, that was demonstrated in the
aftermath of the September 11 attacks.

Hon. John Linder

OF GEORGIA

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support of the
resolution. Today is the 1-year anniversary of the
most horrific attack on American soil in our his-
tory. On September 11, 2001, freedom-hating ter-
rorists took from all of us our sense of innocence.
They took from all of us the idea that innocent
men, women and children going about their
daily lives are immune from the horrors of war.
They took from all of us the sense of safety and
security to which we had become accustomed.

What they did not take from us and what they
could not ever take from us, no matter how hard
they tried a year ago, is our freedom and liberty,
our way of life, our government of the people,
by the people and for the people.

New York Governor Pataki opened the memo-
rial ceremony at Ground Zero this morning with
the reading of the Gettysburg Address which
President Lincoln delivered in 1863, barely 100
miles from where the passengers of United flight
93 heroically stopped terrorists from their at-
tempt to, I believe, destroy this very building.

Part of President Lincoln’s address includes
these words:

that from these honored dead we take increased devotion
to that cause for which they here gave the last full measure
of devotion—that we here highly resolve that these dead shall

not have died in vain; that this Nation shall have a new birth
of freedom.

We, too, are dedicated to a new birth of free-
dom here in this new century.

The horrible events of last September 11 have
reawakened in all Americans a new sense of patri-
otism; a strength, a resolve that had lain dormant
for far too long. The flags we see flying in every
neighborhood across America today were not put
up this morning. They have been there for the
last year. The support of the American people
for our men and women fighting overseas has re-
mained unwavering, and the kind words and
deeds of our fellow man seem all the more com-
mon today, I year later.

Eugene McCarthy once observed that America
can choke on a gnat, but swallow tigers whole.
This is a tiger that we as a Congress and as a
Nation must deal with, and we will.
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There is no lack of resolution here. There is
no rancor. We will continue to stand behind the
President. We will continue to do what we must
do to keep those who hate our values and ideals
from committing evil acts against us ever again.

Today let us honor and pay tribute to those
who were taken from us before their time and
resolve to remember them always. But let us also
resolve that our commitment to the Republic
that our Founders risked their own lives to create
more than 200 years ago is stronger than ever.
The foundation of our Nation is solid, and so is

our dedication to her.
Mr. Speaker, God bless America.

Hon. Adam B. Schiff

OF CALIFORNIA

Mr. Speaker,

The world must be made safe for democracy. Its peace
must be planted upon the tested foundations of political lib-
erty. We have no selfish ends to serve. We desire no con-
quest, no dominion. We seek no indemnities for ourselves,
no material compensation for the sacrifices we shall freely
make. We are but one of the champions of the rights of man-
kind.

These were the words of President Woodrow
Wilson in his war message to Congress April 2,
1917.

This week, from Los Angeles to New York,
from Fairbanks to Fort Lauderdale, and in 200
million households in between, a Nation strug-
gles to come to grips with the most vicious at-
tack on unarmed civilians in the Nation’s his-
tory.

We once again appreciate, with the force that
sometimes only tragedy brings home, that we are
one country. Differences of geography, language,
income and ethnicity have faded away. There are
no national divides, no partisan debates, no
hometown rivalries, no baseball strikes, not on
this day. For all too brief a time, we are simply
Americans.

And we are taking stock. Much has taken
place since September 11, a date that may surpass
the end of the last millennium as a turning point
for the country.

Some of that change has been extraordinarily
positive for our own security and for the peace

and prosperity of the world. The promise of mu-
tually assured destruction that for decades we ex-
changed with the Soviets has been replaced with
an unprecedented partnership with Russia. This
is no detente, but a completely new realignment
of interests, which has transformed the world
landscape and dramatically reduced the possibil-
ity of nuclear catastrophe.

For all that has changed in the last year and
all that has transformed since the end of the cold
war, we are still at risk. Our most immediate
and tangible threat comes not from interlocking
engagements with a Europe that cannot over-
come its historic feuding, not from nation states
that are amassing colossal military forces with an
eye toward territorial aggrandizement or world
domination. The threat is primarily asymmetrical
now, from stateless terrorist organizations and
the nations that support them; from murderous
psychopaths that are bent on igniting a holy war
and have a blood lust for the United States. Such
depravity has always existed, but with the advent
of weapons of mass destruction and their terrible
availability, it no longer takes a national mis-
calculation to inflict misery on the world. And
as the lone superpower in the world, America has
a target on her back.

The threat may come from new quarters, but
we have one powerful bond with Americans from
the beginning of the last century: This conflict
is still about making the world safe for democ-
racy.

On September 11 we were not attacked because
we sought to conquer or subjugate another peo-
ple. We were not attacked over a territorial dis-
pute or a clash of national ideologies. And, not-
withstanding post-attack propaganda from the
terrorists, we were not attacked over our policy
in the Middle East. Osama bin Laden and Al
Qaeda never showed an interest in the Palestinian
cause except in a post-attack effort to point their
homicidal rage as a defense to the West’s sup-
posed hostility to Islam. We were attacked sim-
ply because we existed, simply because we rep-
resented and continue to represent the triumph
of free institutions, a respect for the free exercise
of religion, association, and expression. We were
attacked because we are a democracy in a world
very unsafe for democracies. And winning this
war, and the long twilight struggle it has be-
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come, will require nothing less than a sustained,
unswerving commitment to the propagation of
freedoms around the world.

We must root out Al Qaeda and terrorist orga-
nizations wherever they exist. We must take the
fight to the enemy, as the President declares, and
not wait defensively at home for the next attack.
At the same time, we must open a completely
new front in the war on terrorism: the battle for
democracy. We must attack tyranny, despotism,
and the trampling of human rights around the
world. We must use every instrument of our na-
tional policy to support the growth and cultiva-
tion of free institutions, a respect for the free ex-
ercise of religion, the right to associate with
whom one pleases, and the right to speak one’s
mind. We must encourage the growth of democ-
racies in every corner of the globe and not simply
in Europe or the Americas. Democracy must
come to the Arab nations, to China, and to every
corner of Africa, and not simply to our adversar-
ies. Democracy, too, must come to our allies, to
the Saudis, to the Egyptians, and to the Jor-
danians. Democracy, not oil, will be the ultimate

guarantor of our security.

This lofty ambition is not fanciful, not quaint-
ly sympathetic, but practical. Democracies do not
make needless war, democracies do not seek to
terrorize or conquer, democracies do not serve as
the breeding grounds for genocidal rage or ter-
rorist madness. Democracies are better capable of
eliminating the common scourges of mankind:
poverty, disease, famine, and conflict. If we are
to be partisans, let us be partisans of democracy.

We may never ferret out every last terrorist;
the germ of madness is difficult to eradicate com-
pletely. But our peace and prosperity lie as much
in changing the soil. Peace, again, must be
“planted upon the tested foundations of political
liberty,” and a cardinal part of winning this war,
as in the war to end all wars, will be our for-
titude as one of the “champions of the rights of
mankind.”

Hon. Earl Blumenauer

OF OREGON

Mr. Speaker, at 8:46 this morning I came to
this Chamber, where I was exactly 1 year ago,
to reflect on the events that had transpired that
terrible day and what has ensued since then. As
we all shared a flood of remembrances in honor
of the memory of the victims and the heroes of
last September 11, Mr. Speaker, it is just as im-
portant for us to reflect on the progress of this
past year. Because tragedy gave us an oppor-
tunity and a responsibility, not just to deal with
additional threats to our families, but to use the
vast wealth and power of the United States to
be a leader and a partner around the world, while
we fulfill the promise of America here at home.

I thought about how much I have been in-
spired by the reactions of the American public
at the time of the tragedy and of what we have
seen throughout the year. But, Mr. Speaker, I
wonder honestly what we think we have accom-
plished as a Congress in this last year. Imme-
diately, we did do, as the resolution says: local,
State, and Federal leaders set aside differences
and worked together to provide for those who
were attacked and to protect those who remain.
But since then, is America really safer because
of congressional action? Do the vast intelligence
and security agencies now work
seamlessly? Have we made progress, not just
against the Taliban and Al Qaeda, but to pro-
mote democracy and freedom, peace and prosper-

together

ity around the globe? Is this Congress working
together cooperatively on issues of peace, the en-
vironment, human health, and education?

By any objective measure, we as elected offi-
cials have fallen short of that mark. We have yet
as a body to provide voice, not just to the fears
and frustrations, but to the hopes and aspirations
of Americans that we will seize this moment.

Now, I think people on both sides of the aisle
will disagree as to why this is so, but I do not
think anybody can argue that we have done all
that we could, or even, frankly, that we have
done all that much from airline security, to re-
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ducing energy dependence in the Middle East,
to giving coherence to our policies in the Middle
East and around the world. We have fallen short
in doing all that we could for peace and democ-
racy.

As part of this solemn occasion, the most fit-
ting tribute of all is not for us just to reaffirm,
as the resolution suggests, an honoring of the
memory of those who lost their lives and that
we will bravely defend the citizens of the United
States in the face of all future challenges. Part
of what we need to do is to acknowledge where
we have fallen short and to renew our commit-
ment that in this next year, we in Congress will
catch up to where the actions and the expecta-
tions of the American public are; that we will
enter as Members of this Congress with a new
spirit of cooperation and achievement, that we
will take the actions that make achievements of
our values real; that we will move toward mak-
ing our communities and, indeed, the world
more livable and our families safer, healthier, and
more economically secure.

Hon. David Dreier

OF CALIFORNIA

I would like to first express my appreciation
to my good friend and fellow Californian (Mr.
Lantos), as well as the gentleman from Nebraska
(Mr. Bereuter) for moving this very important
resolution and, like everyone else, I rise in strong
support of it.

We all know that today we mark this first an-
niversary of one of the most tragic days in Amer-
ica’s history. As we think about the families of
those victims, our thoughts and prayers go to all
of them. We all have sort of mixed emotions on
this day. We all, of course, recall exactly what
it was like here in the Capitol a year ago today,
and we think about the day first and foremost
with sadness because, as I said, of all of those
whose lives were lost. But we also think about
today with a great deal of resolve and defiance.
In some sort of strange way, we also celebrate
the success that we have had in pushing back
those, as the President calls them, “evil doers,”

those who would, in fact, bring an end to our
way of life.

Just yesterday, here in the District of Colum-
bia and in 12 other States, there was a great cele-
bration in that we had elections where people
were choosing their leaders. We are continuing
with our work here in the U.S. Capitol right
now. So that is why we all have mixed emotions
as we deal with today.

But it is also very important, Mr. Speaker, for
us to take a few minutes to look at the history
of what led up to September 11 and to realize
that as we, with this resolution, are remembering
and honoring those who were killed on Septem-
ber 11, it is also important for us to realize that
this is an international war on terrorism, and it
is not a war that began on September 11 of last
year. It is a war which has been going on for
decades.

Just a few minutes ago I sat down with some
of my staff members and started talking about
some of the horribly tragic events that Osama
bin Laden and his terrorist allies have perpetrated
over the past couple of decades, and I thought
it appropriate that we take a moment as we reaf-
firm our strong commitment, as the President
has said, to win this war on terrorism, and look
at what led up to that tragic day 1 year ago.

On April 1, 1983, 63 were murdered and 120
injured when the U.S. Embassy in Beirut was
bombed by the Islamic jihad. On October 23,
1983, we all remember the tragic Islamic jihad
bombing of the Marine barracks when we lost
242 of our Marines. On June 14, 1985, Robert
Stethem, the U.S. Navy sailor, was murdered and
thrown from that TWA flight 847 which was hi-
jacked by Hezbollah terrorists who also held 145
innocent passengers hostage for 17 days. On Feb-
ruary 26, 1993, we all remember very well the
World Trade Center bombing in which 6 were
murdered and 1,000 people injured. On June 25,
1996, 19 U.S. military personnel were killed and
240 injured when the Khobar Towers housing
complex in Dhahran, Saudi Arabia was bombed
by Osama bin Laden’s allies. On August 7, 1998,
12 Americans and hundreds of Kenyans and Tan-
zanians were murdered in the bombing of the
U.S. embassies at Nairobi and Dar Es Salaam,
directed, as we all know, by Osama bin Laden,
and on October 12, 2000, 17 sailors were mur-
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dered and 39 injured in the bombing of the USS
Cole. That was a horrible, horrible day.

These events, Mr. Speaker, underscore the fact
that this is a war which has been going on now
for decades.

So when I think ahead to some of the chal-
lenges that we face as a Congress, we are going
to be dealing with a resolution which will help
us confront those who have in fact provided shel-
ter and refuge to Al Qaeda and, of course, I am
referring to Saddam Hussein and Iraq.

So this war is one that really reaches all across
our globe. It is one that I am happy to see our
allies support, and it is one that will continue
probably beyond our lifetimes.

As I think about some of the very wonderful
quotes throughout history that led to our dealing
with these challenges, I am reminded of a couple.
There is one that I like to recall. At the begin-
ning of every one of Winston Churchill’s vol-
umes, he has what is called the moral of the
work, which is basically four points. He says, “In
war, resolution; in defeat, defiance; in victory,
magnanimity; in peace, good will.” I think that
underscores where it is that we are headed in
dealing with this challenge, which is going to
continue in the future.

Shortly after September 11, President Bush de-
livered a speech in Cincinnati, OH. As I think
back on many of the brilliant statements that
have been made following September 11, one of
the most poignant underscores the sacrifice that
was made a year ago. President Bush said, “Ter-
rorist attacks can shake the foundations of our
biggest buildings, but they cannot touch the
foundation of America.” These attacks can shat-
ter steel, but they cannot dent the steel of Amer-

ican resolve.

So, Mr. Speaker, as we move ahead, 1 again
would like to thank my colleagues, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. Lantos) and the gen-
tleman from Nebraska (Mr. Bereuter), for this
very important resolution, and provide strong
support; and, as everyone is doing, extend my
thoughts and prayers to the families of those who
tragically lost their lives a year ago today.

Hon. Jay Inslee

OF WASHINGTON

Mr. Speaker, we are all united in every con-
gressional district in coming together in America
today. I would like to honor two contributions
from the First District of the State of Washing-
ton.

First, I would like to honor the life and hero-
ism of Army Sergeant Larry Strickland, who lost
his life while at his post on the second floor of
the west wing of the Pentagon 1 year ago today.

Army Sergeant Strickland was a native of Ed-
monds, WA, who served his country as a person-
nel manager and traveled to every post around
the world to which he was assigned. He was a
senior adviser to the Deputy Chief of Staff, and
he earned the greatest title I think anyone in the
American military could have. He was a good
soldier.

But he was also a good son to proud Ameri-
cans Lee and Olga Strickland of Edmonds, WA;
and a good husband to wife, Deborah; and a good
father to Julia, Matthew, and Chris; and a good
grandfather to Brendan.

To those family members, we cannot ask to
beguile them from their grief; but we hope that
they are left with the cherished memory of the
loved and lost, and the solemn pride that should
be theirs for having left such a precious contribu-
tion at the altar of freedom. That family can be
assured that we will keep Sergeant Strickland’s
memory alive as we go forward together in a uni-
fied way to preserve the freedoms for which he
died.

Second, Mr. Speaker, I would like to honor
Molly Peebles, Chuck Oppermann, and Erik
Lindbergh, who led the flight of 51 planes in the
Flight Across America from every State in the
Union that brought every State’s flag and the
U.S. flag to New York this morning, having
begun flights all across this country on August
I to bring a message of resolution and healing
to this Nation.

They spoke with the spirit of general aviation,
which is important in this country for our free-
doms and our economy. I hope their contribu-
tions send a statement that we have to honor
general aviation so we can continue to have both
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security and a viable general aviation in this
country.

Mr. Speaker, America is proud of people in
every district in this country, and I offer the
gratitude of this Nation to these people from the
First District of the State of Washington.

Hon. Jim Gibbons

OF NEVADA

Mr. Speaker, remembers.

America just I year ago witnessed three heinous

today America

and senseless terrorist attacks that will be forever
etched in our minds and memorialized in our
history. May I say that no American will ever
forget the horrific images of September 11, 2001,
and no American will ever forget the thousands
of innocent victims, or the hundreds of coura-
geous heroes who will always have a place in our
history and in our hearts.

Yet since that fateful day, the American peo-
ple have persevered and established a new sense
of normalcy. May I say to the cowards who tar-
geted our great country last year, let me recite
that terrorism against the United States, our free-
dom, and our people will never be tolerated. The
United States stands strong, and we will fight
terrorism wherever it lurks. No corner of this
world will be safe for them or those who want
to attack freedom, destroy liberty, and instill
fear.

America’s fight will not be won quickly or
easily; however, it will be won. I have seen first-
hand the bravery and the patriotism of the men
and women in our Armed Forces, and may I say
that they will not settle for anything less than
victory. They are willing to make the ultimate
sacrifice to protect our liberty. They deserve our
strongest support and our deepest gratitude.

Americans have answered the call to help their
fellow man and to defend freedom and to serve
their Nation. We will not retreat. We will not
be intimidated. America is strong and her
strength is in her people. It is the strength of
the American people that will prevail over terror-
ism wherever it may hide.

So on this 1-year anniversary of September 11,
on this Patriot Day, may Americans again unite

to remember our loss, to celebrate our freedom,
and to defend liberty.
May God bless this great country and its peo-

ple.

Hon. Danny K. Davis

OF ILLINOIS

Mr. Speaker, I year ago today, I was in Tel
Aviv, Israel. So, Mr. Speaker, I rise today to pay
tribute to the over 3,000 victims who died in
the September 11 attacks on America; and I wish
to pay tribute to all the family members of those
who perished, as well as to our public officials,
businesses, and private citizens who have dedi-
cated themselves to the rebuilding of a stronger
Nation over the past 12 months.

In a recent special report about life after Sep-
tember 11 in America’s tallest building, the Sears
Tower, the Chicago Tribune observed that what
happened was more complicated than fear. It was
an awakening, then a reckoning, then a change
in priorities and plans in the calculation of every-
day decisions. This awakening and recalculation
in our everyday lives has taken place not just
among those in the Sears Tower and my home
in Chicago, but across this great Nation. It is
a new realization of how connected and respon-
sible we are for the protection and well-being of
all our fellow citizens.

In response to the devastation caused by the
terrorists, the residents of Chicago have joined
with millions of others in this country and
around the world to donate millions of dollars
and hours to the rebuilding efforts. Their mate-
rial gifts, however, reveal an even deeper resolve
to let the principles of freedom for which we
stand ring loud and clear.

As we contemplate the effects of September 11
and extend our deepest sympathy to those who
lost their loved ones on that fateful day, let us
resolve to build not just a more vigilant and
stronger homeland defense, but a society that
continues to protect our personal freedoms and
would enable us to fulfill the American dream
of liberty and justice for all.

And in pursuit of this goal, let us, Mr. Speak-
er, continue to be able to sing:
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O beautiful for spacious skies, for amber waves of grain,
for purple mountain majesties above the fruited plain. Amer-
ica, America, God shed His grace on thee, and crown thy
good with brotherhood from sea to shining sea.

God bless America.

Hon. Gregory W. Meeks

OF NEW YORK

Mr. Speaker, I woke up this morning not
knowing, really, where was the appropriate place
for me to be. Being a New Yorker, I did not
know whether I should be at Ground Zero this
morning, whether I should be in my community
with many of my constituents, or whether I
should be here in Washington, DC.

I made the decision to try to do a little bit
of both, so I spent this morning with my con-
stituents in New York, but then felt that it was
most important for me to come here to Washing-
ton as we reflect on what took place just a year
ago today, as we memorialize the individuals
who lost their lives a year ago today, as we sit
with and hold hands with the family members
of those who lost their lives.

It is time for reflection; and as I reflect and
think about last Friday, when Members of the
U.S. Congress came to New York for the first
time since 1789 and went to the original Federal
Hall, it struck me about this great thing that
we know called democracy, and why we have to
stand and fight and make sure that democracy
prevails.

I think, in 1789, I as an African-American may
not have been able to be part of that Congress.
But democracy has prevailed, so that in 2002 I
am a Member of this Congress; and we are here
today where the Congressional Black Caucus is
meeting.

We must preserve that democracy. What hap-
pened on September 11 of last year threatens that
democracy. We must let freedom ring.

As I reflect, the words of Dr. King come back
to me. In 1965, we were talking about freedom
here on these shores. His words were,

So let freedom ring from the prestigious hilltops of New
Hampshire. Let freedom ring from the mountains of New

York. Let freedom ring from the heightening Alleghenies of
Pennsylvania! Let freedom ring from the snow-capped Rock-

ies of Colorado! Let freedom ring from the curvaceous peaks
of California! But not only that; let freedom ring from Stone
Mountain of Georgia! Let freedom ring from Lookout Moun-
tain of Tennessee! Let freedom ring from every hill and every
molehill of Mississippi! From every mountainside, let free-
dom ring.

I think we need to add now: Let freedom ring
from Afghanistan. Let freedom ring from Paki-
stan. Let freedom ring in Israel and Palestine. Let
freedom ring in China and India. Let freedom
ring in Zimbabwe and Nigeria.

Let freedom ring in every country on every
continent, because when freedom rings, in the
words of Dr. King, when we let it ring, we will
let it ring from every village and every hamlet,
from every State and every city in every nation.
We will be able to hasten that day when all of
God’s children, black men and white men, Jews
and Gentiles, Protestants and Catholics, Muslims
and Buddhists, will be able to join hands and
sing the words of the old Negro spiritual: “Free
at last, free at last, thank God Almighty, we are
free at last.” God bless America.

Hon. Benjamin L. Cardin

OF MARYLAND

None of us will ever forget where we were on
September 11, 2001, when we first learned about
the 8:46 attack on our Nation. It was a defining
moment for our Nation like November 22, 1963,
and December 7, 1941. Now we commemorate
the first anniversary of September 11 and, quite
frankly, Mr. Speaker, we are not sure what we
should say or what we should do, but we want
to join together as a community to show our soli-
darity.

Today we honor our heroes. These are not our
Presidents or our sports figures. These are ordi-
nary Americans who performed extraordinary
acts. Heroes by chance and heroes by choice. Like
Todd Beamer on flight 93 who gave up his life
to save many others. We now know that it was
likely that the plane was headed here toward the
Capitol. He may in fact have saved our lives. He-
roes such as John Fischer, a New York City fire-
fighter, who went into harm’s way in order to
save lives and lost his life on September 11. He-
roes such as Lt. Darin Pontell, a naval officer,
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a young man whom I had the honor to appoint
to the U.S. Naval Academy. He understood the
risks of serving in our armed services, but he
thought he would be safe in the Pentagon. He
lost his life. Over 3,000 of our fellow citizens lost
their lives, casualties to our continuing effort as
a Nation to maintain liberty, safety, and freedom
for all of its citizens.

Each of us was personally affected by Septem-
ber 11. We may not have known anyone person-
ally who died, but we still grieve for them, and
we hold the members of their families close to
our hearts. We shall never forget September 11.
Shortly after September 11, the Congress passed
a law calling on the President to designate Sep-
tember 1T as Patriot Day in honor of the individ-
uals who lost their lives as a result of the terrorist
attacks against the United States that occurred
on September 11, 2001.

Throughout America we join together as a
community in solidarity to make it clear to the
world that our Nation is united and resolved to
defend freedom against all enemies, any enemies.
We may be Democrats or Republicans, conserv-
atives or liberals. We may differ in religion or
ethnicity, but we are united as Americans. Ter-
rorists destroyed the New York World Trade
Center buildings, but they can never destroy the
character, strength and values of the American
people.

Mr. Speaker, yesterday was an important day
in Maryland. It was primary election day. Mary-
landers chose their leaders and representatives by
the ballot box. Our enemies rule by fear, intimi-
dation, and force. Because of America’s leader-
ship, freedom and democracy are winning in all
corners of the world. As President Bush has said,
“We are a people dedicated to the triumph of
freedom and democracy over evil and tyranny.”

Today we thank millions of Americans who re-
sponded to the Nation’s calls, our soldiers, our
firemen, our police, our postal workers, and so
many more who have been on the front line for
the defense of our country.

Ever since September 11, “God Bless America,”
our hymn, has had a special meaning. One year
ago this evening, we sang it on the steps of the
Capitol to make it clear to the world that we
would triumph. Tonight we will sing “God Bless
America” on the steps of the Capitol to make

it clear to the world that we will never forget
September 11.

M. Speaker, may God bless those who mourn,
may God bless those who serve, and may God
bless America and bring us peace.

Hon. Robert Wexler

OF FLORIDA

Mr. Speaker, we are here at this somber occa-
sion to recognize September II as a moment in
history when American heroism and patriotism
prevailed over terror, adversity, and hate. This
resolution pays tribute to those families person-
ally affected by the tragic events of September
11 and honors the innocent victims of these hor-
rific attacks.

Today America is united, drawn together by
overwhelming grief, a shared commitment to
freedom and unwavering resolve. Our unity as a
Nation sends an unequivocal message that de-
spite the tragic events of September 11, the
American spirit remains strong, that in the face
of destruction and hate, democracy, justice, and
hope will prevail.

September 11 demonstrated that in a moment
of unparalleled adversity and devastation, there
exists an innate desire of Americans to help oth-
ers that is unimaginably selfless and good.

Never was this more clear than 1 year ago
today in New York and Washington where hun-
dreds of the world’s bravest and finest, including
firemen, policemen, and first responders rushed
to assist the victims of these tragic attacks; or
above Shanksville, PA, where passengers on
flight 93 actually took a vote to sacrifice their
own lives to preserve those of others and prevent
a potential assault on the very Chamber in which
we now stand.

The vote on flight 93 to overtake the hijackers
epitomizes American values, courage, and hero-
ism at their very best. For in a moment of un-
precedented darkness and despair these brave
souls refused to sit idly by and bear witness to
evil. They chose to take action after evoking the
most basic American right and fundamental sym-
bol of democracy that all of us hold dear.
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As we commemorate the tragic events of Sep-
tember 11 and honor the victims lost in New
York, Washington, and aboard flight 93, we
must remember the extraordinary acts of heroism
that took place 1 year ago today. From Washing-
ton to every community across the United States,
may we derive strength and courage from the
bravery demonstrated on September 11 and com-
mit ourselves to a future free from terror, intoler-
ance and hate to one of understanding, freedom
and, above all, peace.

Hon. Tom Lantos

OF CALIFORNIA

Mr. Speaker, this has been a fine moment for
the House of Representatives. We came together,
not as Republicans or as Democrats, but as
American citizens who are still so painfully aware
of that horrible moment a year ago when lives
were snuffed out, orphans were made, widows
were made, family tragedies were made across
this land. And the people who did it so totally
and so profoundly misunderstand the nature of
an open and free society. They sought to intimi-
date us. They sought to make us give up the
good fight, but they have only succeeded in
steeling our will and determination that the ter-
rorists of this globe and the regimes that harbor
them will not prevail.

This struggle will go on for a long time. Al
Qaeda may have been largely defeated in Afghan-
istan, but they are all over the world in scores
of countries planning to perpetrate additional
evil deeds. We are ready for them.

Not since Pearl Harbor have the American
people been as determined, as united, as commit-
ted to defending the values of our way of life,
our Constitution, our pluralism, our acceptance
of all religions, of all ethnic groups, of all forms
of commitments to values that we so dearly cher-
ish in this country.

The terrorists may have succeeded in bringing
down two magnificent buildings but they also
succeeded, contrary to their hopes and aspira-
tions, of steeling the determination of the Amer-
ican people to protect this free and open and
magnificent society.

As we recall the events of a year ago and as
we plan the next action, it is important for us
to realize that while not always will governments
be with us, people who love freedom will be with
us in every corner of the world.

The President will be addressing the United
Nations tomorrow. He will be speaking to all
freedom-loving people on the face of this planet.
He will be talking on behalf of all of us because
we are determined in the 2Ist century, as we were
in earlier centuries, not only to preserve our way
of life but to expand the arena of freedom for
people everywhere.

It is easy, Mr. Speaker, to become discouraged.
When Pearl Harbor struck, many were pessimis-
tic. When Hitler swept across Europe, many
were pessimistic. But the indomitable spirit of
men like Winston Churchill knew full well that
free societies will prevail. The Osama bin Ladens
of this world are simply incapable of com-
prehending how powerful the spirit of freedom
is in open and democratic societies. We may suf-
fer setbacks, we may suffer occasional defeat, but
our goal of preserving this way of life for our-
selves and making it available for others if they
so choose cannot be defeated either by hijacking
an aircraft, spreading biological or chemical
weapons, or any such means. The spirits of free
men and women will prevail. And there is no
doubt in the minds of any of us in this body
that however long this struggle will take against
terrorism and countries that support terrorists,
we will prevail in the long run as free men and
women always have.

The many ceremonies across this Nation, from
New York to the Pentagon to Pennsylvania, to
every town and hamlet in the United States, is
proof that the American people have learned the
lesson of a year ago. We may have lost our inno-
cence but we have multiplied our resolve and de-
termination. This Nation is united, strong, and
conscious of the fact that our values, more than
our physical capabilities, will result in our ulti-
mate victory.

I want to commend all of my friends and col-
leagues who have participated in this discussion.
I trust the message that we sent with many
voices, many phrases, different approaches, will
not be lost on those who cynically or otherwise
are doubting the resolve of the American people.
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This resolve is unshakeable, and this resolve will
bring about ultimate victory over terrorism and
totalitarian societies.

Hon. Doug Bereuter

OF NEBRASKA

Mr. Speaker, first of all, I would like to com-
mend my colleague and friend, the gentleman
from California (Mr. Lantos), for the very able
way that he has handled this debate, this memo-
rial, this commemoration, and for his cogent and
insightful remarks. The gentleman suggests that,
in fact, this has reignited or reawakened a power-
ful, diverse Nation. Indeed, that is the case. That
was what the terrorists apparently did not expect.

On a personal note, may I say that my wife
and I are particularly grateful that her sister, an
officer worker in the Twin Towers, survived the
bombing attack in 1991 and again last year and
was able to come down to safety with a lot of
difficulty and a lot of courage; and all of those
people who had that experience, of course, will
have a commitment to make this country even
better and even stronger than it had been. I be-
lieve that there is not a doubt in anyone’s mind
in this country that what happened on September
11 has only reinforced our strengths. It has, in
fact, increased our unity and our resolve.

The comments from my colleagues here today
give us some very strong indication of the senti-
ment that their constituents feel and resolve that
their constituents expressed to them in their dis-
tricts. I commend all of my colleagues on both
sides of the aisle for this remarkable experience
and expression here today.

Hon. Juanita Millender-McDonald

OF CALIFORNIA

Mr. Speaker, I submit this statement in the
Record in support of this resolution and applaud
all Americans for their resilience as we com-
memorate and reflect on last yeat’s events.

Mr. Speaker, I rise to express my support for
H. Con. Res. 464 that expresses the sense of Con-
gress on the anniversary of the horrible terrorist

attacks launched against our country and our
ideals of democracy.

My heart is heavy as I reflect on the tragic
events of a year ago. The past year has been espe-
cially difficult for the families, friends and co-
workers of individuals who perished in New
York, Pennsylvania, and Washington, DC. Our
prayers are offered to the victims and their fami-
lies.

Today, in a small and symbolic way, we are
expressing our gratitude to the firemen, police-
men, health care workers and the individuals
who, on that fateful day, performed heroic deeds
and helped their fellow human beings without
regard for their own welfare. We thank you pro-
fusely for your efforts. America owes you a debt
that we can never repay. We salute you for your
service and valor.

We also salute those who have served our Na-
tion so bravely overseas and all people of good
will who personify humanitarian virtues during
this tenuous and volatile time in the world.

Today, we are united as a Nation to confront
current world realities that have transformed the
social, psychological and spiritual fabric of the
world in which we coexist with our domestic and
foreign neighbors.

During the recent year, my colleagues and I
have actively engaged in debate about how to
formulate an agenda that addresses homeland se-
curity, national spiritual salvation, and political
bridge building with our international friends.

As we continue to make inroads toward
progress, I cannot overemphasize how important
it is to map out a course for our future that will
sustain, inspire and protect our children. We
must infuse them with a sense of optimism be-
cause the confidence in which we as Americans
move around our country has been shaken. How-
ever, as Americans, we will not be deterred from
experiencing the freedom we cherish.

My colleagues and I on the Transportation
Committee recognize the importance of protect-
ing the confidence of America’s traveling public.
We have worked diligently to ensure that the se-
curity needs of the flying public are paramount.
We will continue to pursue the course of protect-
ing our transportation infrastructure, and we are
committed to making sure that America contin-
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ues to move passengers and cargo efficiently and
safely.

As ranking member of the Subcommittee on
Workforce,
Programs, I recognize how small business owners

Empowerment, and Government
around our Nation have been victimized eco-
nomically and traumatized emotionally by the
events of 9/11. Consequently, my colleagues and
I on the Small Business Committee have worked
to ensure that industries hit hard by the trau-
matic events of September 11, including the trav-
el industry, are able to survive. We have held
hearings and offered legislation that seeks to re-
suscitate small businesses throughout our Na-
tion. Small businesses constitute the backbone of
our country’s economy, and with our help, they
will not only survive, but flourish.

Our domestic efforts and grief over the tragic
events of September 11 have heightened our ap-
preciation for the pain of others around the world
that have been subjected to the brutality and in-
humanity of terrorism. And that is why we have
supported liberation and democratization efforts
in Afghanistan and sought to assist and rehabili-
tate the victims of persecution who are attempt-
ing to rebuild their lives and their country.

On this occasion of reflection, recommitment
and rededication to freedom, we are affirming
our resolve to salute and honor the men and
women who paid the ultimate price—their lives,
just because they are Americans. They will never
be forgotten and our Nation shall continue to
rise to meet the challenge of terrorism and the
threats posed by terrorists who seek to derail
freedom and the good will of humanity.

May God bless America and all people of good
will.

Hon. Dan Miller

OF FLORIDA

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to remember those
who lost their lives and the lives of loved ones
on September 11, 2001. I also rise to submit an
article which appeared in the National Journal on
August 31, 2002, which recounts my experience
on that fateful day:

President Bush had scheduled a visit to Booker Elementary
School in Sarasota to give a major speech on education on
the morning of September 11. I'd spent the weekend in Wash-
ington, but I flew down in order to be with the president
and to fly back on Air Force One with him. The president
was scheduled to arrive at Booker at 9 o’clock in the morn-
ing. I was told something had hit the World Trade Center,
but I didn’t think too much more about it. We all weren’t
focused on that.

The classroom was small, so there were a limited number
of people in that room besides the students. I went into the
auditorium-type room and was awaiting the president’s
speech. The second plane hit at 9:05 or so. We all started
to realize the magnitude of what was happening. We were
just in a state of shock: “This can’t be true. This can’t be
true.”

Mart Kirk, of the Legislative Liaison Office at the White
House, was assigned to us, and he tried to keep us updated.
Things were in a state of flux, and the Secret Service agents
were moving around. There was a question about whether
the president was going to make a speech to the nation from
the school, or go over in front of Air Force One. The White
House staff felt the quickest way was to just do that right
there. We went out and got in our van in the motorcade.
I had my BlackBerry with me and I would get some news,
and Matt Kirk could get some news from his little pager,
but it was limited. This was, say, 9:15 to 9:30. The president
came out, got in his limousine, and then we just drove very
rapidly over to the Sarasota-Bradenton Airport. The president
got on the plane, and it took off about 10 o’clock. We were
told to tighten up our seat belts very tight, because the plane
has the ability to take off very steeply. When we took off,
we were told there was no communication, because they
didn’t want anyone to know where Air Force One was, and
the press was told that too.

In many ways, for most of that day, I had far less news
and information than most of the people around the world.
It was frustrating. Air Force One did not have, at that time,
the ability to pick up television. Matt Kirk would go up
and try to talk to someone else and pick up some news.
Somebody would come back and share some information. The
president’s political adviser, Karl Rove, came back a couple
of times, just giving us an update. It was very tense with
the staff, because there obviously was a great security concern
by the Secret Service and the crew.

Around 10 o’clock, we were heading due north. And then,
you could sense a turn to the west. I would say 10:45, maybe
10:30 or so, the plane changed course. We were told we
weren’t going back to Washington. We didn’t know where
we were going. I remember looking out my window and
looking down at that Gulf Coast of the Alabama-Mississippi-
Florida area.

We started to pick up some TV reception. We saw that
the collapse of the towers had occurred. It was so surreal.
I remember Karl Rove coming back and he said, “There are
40,000 people who are working at the World Trade Center
at this time.” No one knew the magnitude could have been
that high. And then, to hear about the Pentagon!

About 11:30, we got called up to the president’s office. The
president was at his desk. There’s a little sofa that can seat
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four or five people, and a chair where Andy Card sat. Behind
us was this TV screen on the wall. I didn’t even know it
was there until I got a photograph, and you saw the World
Trade Center, a fuzzy picture of it, right over our heads.

The president was telling us that there were some other
planes—six, maybe nine, planes—that were unaccounted for,
and that a plane had crashed in Pennsylvania, so the decision
was made not to return to Washington. He was very serious,
very determined, very focused, and very collected. And I felt
much more emotional at that moment than he was. You saw
he was in control. I felt choked up. It was almost like you're
speechless.

He said he was determined to make sure that the people
who were responsible for this would be identified and pun-
ished. There was speculation on the plane, but not with him,
that it was bin Laden. The belief was, the only people capable
of such an evil deed were either a government—and they
didn’t think it was any government behind this—or the bin
Laden organization.

The president was saying, “We are going off to an undis-
closed location.” He was able to very calmly explain where
we were and what we were getting ready to do. The only
one speaking was the president. And I don’t remember really
even asking questions.

I remember saying as we were leaving, “God bless you,
Mzr. President.” You could see the weight on his shoulders.
He had been through a lot in those couple of hours. And
he obviously knew a lot more than we knew. He talked about
how he had given the order—he actually said it had been
while he was driving over from the school to Air Force
One—to bring all the planes down from the air. He was say-
ing how we had an AWACS and six fighters surrounding
us. He was saying we were going to land at an undisclosed
location, and that we would be getting off the plane there,
and he was going on to another undisclosed location.

When we got to Barksdale Air Force Base, all you saw
were just rows and rows of B—s2 bombers. There was a van,
a Humvee, there were people standing around with automatic
weapons, which you don’t see in the United States. We're
seeing it today—but we did not see it until September 11.
And you could see the president go out. We were left there
on the plane. That's when we got good TV, from noon to
1:30. We could not have any contact—no cell phones or
BlackBerrys. Then the president came back about 1:30. We
exited the plane and stood there on the tarmac, and Air Force
One took off.

I was able to call my wife, who was at home on Capitol
Hill. The White House had called her and told her I was
on Air Force One. I said something like, “Honey, 'm OK.”
I was able to tell her where I was and that there was another
plane that was going to take us back to Washington. They
flew us to Andrews Air Force Base, and I got home about
6 o’clock. We have to be about the only plane in the air,
with the exception of the fighter planes, because everyone
was grounded, I guess. I'll never forget the landing. You saw
the Pentagon smoke.

I remember when I came home and walked in the house,
it was very emotional. I hugged my wife. We just squeezed
each other. It was hard to comprehend. I just didn’t want
to talk to anyone, besides my son and daughter, because it

was still so emotional. I choke up sometimes just talking
about it. It’s just hard to comprehend that I was right there
on Air Force One when this whole thing was evolving. This
was obviously the most significant event during my congres-
sional career. You realize that the U.S. is vulnerable—that
we're not immune to some of the problems elsewhere around
the world, and it makes you think that life is very precious.
I didn’t know anyone personally who perished that day, but
it brought that home to me.

Hon. Elijah E. Cummings

OF MARYLAND

Mr. Speaker, I rise today as a cosponsor of this
important resolution and to share in a day of
grief and reflection with all Americans.

One year ago today, the course of our Nation
was forever changed. As we all know, on Septem-
ber 11, 2001, terrorists used hijacked airplanes to
inflict catastrophic damage upon the United
States, taking the lives of over 2,000 Americans.
And while this day 1 year ago was marked by
chaos, carnage, fear, and great loss, it also served
to showcase the best we as Americans have to
offer. In the year since, these qualities—courage,
innovation, idealism, hope—have enabled us to
take great steps toward rebuilding this Nation.

In many ways, the legacy of September 11,
2001, is a patchwork of personal stories. For
many of us, the world has been changed forever
in very personal and very painful ways. Each
child who woke up on September 12 without a
parent—and each parent who suffered the un-
speakable pain of awakening without their
child—deserves our tireless pursuit of those re-
sponsible for these heinous crimes. All Americans
deserve a country in which they feel safe.

Each and every one of us has a connection to
the destruction. Stepping out of my car that
morning, I could feel the ground shake below
me as the third hijacked airplane struck the Pen-
tagon. I will never forget the uneasiness that I
felt—I know that I will never be able to separate
my personal attachment to that day with the
larger infamy of September 11. While our indi-
vidual struggles to come to terms with what oc-
curred are often frightening and lonely, they are
also what bind us together. I believe I speak for
millions of Americans when I say that a piece
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of me died with each victim of the September
11 attacks.

Mr. Speaker, I would be remiss if I did not
mention a constituent in my district who also
had a piece of him taken away that day. John
Wesley’s fiancee, Sarah, died on the plane that
crashed into the Pentagon. John, like so many
loved ones left behind, funnels his grief into a
positive effort that is a testament to his fiancee—
ensuring that her legacy will continue. I must
also mention that despite his grief, John, such
a positive person—is now committed to preserv-
ing Sarah’s mission of exposing kids to different
cultures. Mr. Speaker, there are so many John
Wesley’s in our Nation and I salute them for
their courage.

We are now at the I-year anniversary of a day
America will never forget. It is time to take a
look at where we are. Already, we have waged
our “war on terrorism” to Afghanistan with great
success. Brave American servicemen and women
have risked their lives halfway around the world
to prevent further attacks, and bring those re-
sponsible for September 11 to justice. We have
radically altered the way that we look at national
security by undertaking the single greatest Fed-
eral Government reorganization in 5o years. We
have taken unprecedented strides in revamping
our transportation security infrastructure. We
have been forced to reevaluate our aging systems
of immigration and naturalization. We have
cleared the tons of rubble of the two largest
buildings in America’s largest city. We have re-
moved and rebuilt the nerve center of this Na-
tion’s defenses. And we are far from through.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today as a patriot and a
legislator. 1 take both roles very seriously. Since
the attacks of September 11, the American people
have been reminded that freedom is not free. It
takes courage to both survive in a dangerous
world and retain our liberties. I will continue to
work to give law enforcement the authority and
resources it needs to attack terrorism, while
standing sentry over the fairness, justice and con-
stitutional rights of all Americans.

I mourn the victims of September 11, and to-
gether with all Americans, I accept the chal-
lenges facing us as a truly united America. We
will never forget. But we will not let the actions
of a handful of zealots derail the hundreds of

years of work we have put into this country—
the freest, most successful, and most democratic
Nation in the world.

God bless America.

Hon. Tom Davis

OF VIRGINIA

Mr. Speaker, September 11 will always remain
a day of great grief and sadness, courage and
hope. The sight of the destruction and evil filled
us with disbelief, sadness, helplessness and anger.
That day and every day since we have also been
blessed to see the best of America.

Throughout the last 12 months, we have seen
the greatest of our national character in countless
acts of sacrifice, courage and love. Police, fire-
fighters and port authority officers rushed into
the building with more concern for finding vic-
tims than for their own safety. Two office work-
ers, finding a disabled stranger, carried her down
68 floors to safety. Rescuers worked past exhaus-
tion to save lives after the collapse. The men and
women of our Armed Forces, Federal law enforce-
ment and intelligence community are now pros-
ecuting the war on terrorism abroad. The men
and women on flight 93, having spoken with
loved ones on their cell phones and being told
of the unfolding events, stormed the hijackers
and took the plane down, saving thousands of
lives on the ground. These acts showed the world
what we have long known—that our fellow
Americans are courageous, compassionate and
brave. That the true strength of our Nation is
in the souls of each of us, and that is something
our enemies can never take from us and never
defeat.

Our Nation still grieves through our national
tragedy and personal loss. To the children and
parents and spouses and families and friends of
the lost, we offer our deepest sympathy, our
tears, our support and our love. None of us will
ever forget the events of September 11, but we
will continue our lives together, arm-in-arm,
with a collective strength that can carry us all.

Not only is our military winning the war on
the ground, we are also winning the war in the
hearts and minds of individuals across the world.
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The world is beginning to see exactly who Amer-
ica is and who our enemies are. Never has the
difference been so clear. They wish to kill and
destroy, we seek to assist and build. They work
for division, we seek unity. They pray for and
plot our failure, we hope and work for a better
life for all.

In 1 year’s time, we have comforted those who
lost loved ones, we have completed our cleanup
at Ground Zero, rebuilt the Pentagon, rallied the
civilized world against terrorism, renewed our
friendship with our Muslim friends and Arab
partners, destroyed terrorist training camps in
Afghanistan, rid the world of thousands of terrot-
ists, put others on the run who will soon under-
stand there are no limits to American justice, and
freed a people from an oppressive regime, restor-
ing hope and opportunity. We're working with
the new Afghan Government to lay the founda-
tion for long-term stability and to reverse the
conditions that allowed terrorist regimes to take
root in the first place. This Congress has taken
necessary actions to strengthen our homeland, as-
sist the families and friends who lost loved ones,
and worked to stem the economic downturn that
resulted. There has been much good that has
come out of that tragic day that shook us to our
core, but strengthened our resolve and deter-
mination to rid the world of evil. And we still
have much work to do. We did not ask for this
mission, but we will fulfill it to ensure that free-
dom endures.

We are now engaged in a struggle that we
cannot and will not lose. We have come to a
unique moment in history, and America must
take its rightful place, leading the charge for the
rights of men and the responsibility of govern-
ment. Throughout our storied history, America
has reaffirmed its commitment to freedom.
Today, we find ourselves at the dawn of a new
birth of freedom, not only for our Nation, but
indeed for all of mankind. We have been given
this enormous task, and we will undertake it as
only America knows how—head on—and we
will succeed. We will capture this opportunity
for all of mankind and all time. We will con-
tinue to lead this Nation and world that we love,
confident that the same God that watched over
George Washington as he led our Revolutionary
Army, over our Founding Fathers as they estab-

lished our system of government, over Abraham
Lincoln during the Civil War, and over our
Armed Forces as they stormed the beaches at
Normandy, is still watching over us today as we
go forth to make the world safe for freedom and
democracy.

America was targeted by our enemies because
we are the beacon for freedom and opportunity
in the world. That light still shines brightly
today. Peace and freedom will prevail. Hatred
and evil are ephemeral, but love and goodness
have no end. The greatest people in the history
of mankind have been called to defend a great
Nation and the greatest of ideas, and we will
continue to succeed.

As we pause to mark the first anniversary of
one of the worst days in our Nation’s history,
we not only remember and pray for the loved
and the lost, we also renew our commitment to
honoring their memory by pursuing peace and
justice, by upholding freedom and democracy,
and by defending all that is good and just in
the world.

Hon. Janice D. Schakowsky

OF ILLINOIS

Mr. Speaker, today, as we remember the vic-
tims of 9/11 and pay tribute to the fallen heroes
who sacrificed their lives to save others, our Na-
tion offers gratitude, comfort and support to the
families of those who perished on that tragic day.
Our Nation is also reminded of the brave men
and women who are standing guard here at home
and abroad—soldiers, police officers, firefighters,
and first responders. We are grateful for their
service. Time may heal wounds, but we will
never forget.

Hon. Robert A. Underwood

OF GUAM

Mr. Speaker, it is with a most profound sense
of remembrance that I rise in support of this res-
olution, which I am proud to cosponsor. Al-
though Guam, the distant U.S. territory I have
the privilege of representing in this body, is
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roughly some 10,000 miles away from the City
of New York, Pennsylvania, and Northern Vir-
ginia, its people, my constituency, share in the
sorrow and concern for those directly affected by
the September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks on our
Nation. Our geographic isolation and great dis-
tance from the mainland has not kept us from
taking part in the healing process, in dem-
onstrating our resolve, and in providing for the
defense of our country. This past year has been
a time of anguish and renewal for many. It has
been a time of trepidation over our future in a
world with division, unresolved differences and
weapons of mass destruction. As we reflect on
the events of 1 year ago, we are reminded of who
we are as a people, of what we believe in as a
Nation, and of the values that make our democ-
racy strong.

The people of Guam are a patriotic people
whose loyalty to the United States has been test-
ed in our most darkest hours of history. As many
of my colleagues recall, concurrent with the at-
tack on Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941,
Guam was also attacked, invaded and then occu-
pied. During World War II, our island endured
a 32-month brutal occupation. Survival during
this daunting and difficult period emboldened
the people of Guam and taught us to cherish
freedom and democracy. It was with this experi-
ence etched in our memories, that we were con-
fronted with the events surrounding the most
devastating attacks on American civilians in our
Nation’s history on September 11, 2001. In the
days that have followed,
Guam, like many across the country, have

schoolchildren on

penned their thoughts on paper and creatively
expressed their feelings in drawings and illustra-
tions for the families, firefighters, police officers,
rescue personnel, and others that were a part of
this tragedy. On Guam, like everywhere else in
the country, scores of American flags waved atop
cars, trucks, and buses, on backpacks of school-
children and in front of homes. People filled the
pews in the churches and places of worship to
pray for those who lost their lives and for com-
fort, hope and peace. The people of Guam also
donated blood, time and money in support of the
rebuilding efforts. Memorial concerts, perform-
ances, and vigils have been held to bring recogni-

tion of the American heroism that was so coura-
geously displayed in the aftermath of the attacks.

Last November, I was able to travel to the
New York City Office of Emergency Manage-
ment where I witnessed first-hand the profes-
sional, compassionate work of the people of New
York in the face of this tragedy. I was able to
bring with me then hundreds of support and
thank you letters and drawings from school-
children on Guam.

To the families of those who lost loved ones,
please know that the thoughts and prayers of the
people of Guam are with you. To those first re-
sponders who aided in the rescue efforts and to
those individuals who have committed them-
selves to the rebuilding efforts, please know that
the people of Guam are grateful to you for your
work and commitment. As we commemorate the
tragic events of September 11, 2001, and pay trib-
ute to all the goodness that has followed within
the past year since that unforgettable day, let us
never forget the sacrifice. The people of Guam
stand in solidarity with the rest of our country.
We continue to stand ready to do our part in
this national crusade. As so often has happened
in the past century, Guam is ready. We made
our contributions in World War II and in the
Korean and Vietnam conflicts. We will do our
part, and more, again and again in this new cen-
tury to defend our country, to preserve our de-
mocracy, and safeguard our values of freedom and
liberty.

Hon. Michael M. Honda

OF CALIFORNIA

Mr. Speaker, today marks the I-year anniver-
sary of one of the most tragic days in our coun-
try’s history. I am proud of the way Americans
have united following the horrific terrorist at-
tacks on civilians. Neighbors who rarely spoke
to each other, or people who did not even know
each other shared their thoughts, compassion,
and prayers for our fallen heroes. Our country is
now stronger than ever.

Understandably, a lot of Americans are out-
raged following the attacks. Let it be clear that
we will continue to hunt down those responsible
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for the attacks of September 11, and those who
may be foolish enough to plan to harm us again.
We must also remember that we are not fighting
a war with people of any specific ethnic group,
nationality, or religion. We must be vigilant and
wary of any efforts by the U.S. Government or
members of our citizenry to racially profile inno-
cent people, as we wage our war against terror-
ism. I repeat the poignant words of a famous phi-
losopher who once said, “Whoever fights mon-
sters should see to it that in the process he
doesn’t become a monster.”

As a child, I was a first-hand witness to civil
injustice. My family and I were locked up in a
U.S. internment camp during World War II only
because we were of Japanese descent. There were
many patriots during this war. Thousands of
young Americans of Japanese ancestry fought and
died for the very country that imprisoned their
families. However, their loyalty to America never
wavered.

Our war against terror is going to be a long-
term engagement. Along the way we will need
to be thoughtful and critical of many different
courses of action. It will be more important than
ever to ensure that we all have the freedom to
ask tough questions of our government officials,
cultural institutions, and citizenry. The declara-
tion of war against terrorism, in itself, is not suf-
ficient justification for the passage of invasive
and constitutionally suspect government powers,
or calls for military action against nations. A true
patriot will ensure that the actions of our govern-
ment are just and reasonable.

Our Constitution is rarely tested in times of
tranquility, but is severely tested in times of ten-
sion, turmoil, and tragedy. We must remember
to embrace the principles of our Constitution—
our contract for democracy and freedom—which
others seek to destroy. They shall not succeed.
My heart and prayers go out to all those who
lost someone dear to them. Know that I share
your pain, and that I will never forget the sac-
rifice your families made in the name of America.

Hon. Tom Udall

OF NEW MEXICO

Mr. Speaker, a year has passed since 3,000 in-
nocent men, women and children tragically lost
their lives in a brutal and cowardly attack on our
country.

While we have had a year to come to terms
with the enormous tragedy of September 11, the
sense of loss remains overwhelming.

On that somber day, we all watched in dis-
belief as terrorists hijacked planes to attack
buildings that symbolized our strength and
power. We will never forget that day or the peo-
ple whose lives were unexpectedly taken from
them.

New Mexico’s families felt the pain of losing
friends and loved ones. No one who knew
Alamogordo’s Alfred Marchand can ever forget
this man who proudly served his community in
the Alamogordo Department of Public Safety.
After a stellar 21-year career, he followed his
heart and became a flight attendant. While liv-
ing his dream, he perished on United Airlines
flight 175 fighting against the terrorists.

We must also remember Senior Airman Jason
Cunningham who grew up in Carlsbad. Jason
died on a mission in Afghanistan while trying
to save another serviceman. Albuquerque’s Sgt.
First Class Christopher James Speer also died in
an Afghanistan fire fight with suspected terror-
ists. He made the absolute sacrifice to protect us
from terror.

Remembering the 3,000 lives taken from us
reminds us that, though we continue to move
forward with our own lives, we do so in a world
that has been profoundly affected by the events
of September 11.

As we search for ways to deal with the un-
speakable horror of this tragedy, we can take
guidance from the words of Robert F. Kennedy.
Amid the grief and rage that followed the assas-
sination of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., RFK
said, “In this difficult time for the United States,
it is perhaps well to ask what kind of Nation
we are and what direction we want to move in.”
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These questions are still appropriate today.
What kind of Nation are we? What direction do
we want to move in? I would answer that Amer-
ica remains a great Nation and I would challenge
us all to move in a direction that even more
closely embraces the virtues and values that make
us great.

September 11 has tested—and will continue to
test—the resolve and the resilience of all Ameri-
cans. It will test our commitment to the virtues
and values on which this Nation is built: democ-
racy, diversity, liberty and justice for all. Our re-
sponse to September 1T must be to become even
more passionate in our commitment to these vir-
tues and values: to embrace and support democ-
racy around the world; to celebrate our national
mosaic of races and religions; and to shine the
light of liberty even more brightly into every
corner of the Earth.

America is involved. We give of ourselves—
as service members, teachers, law enforcement of-
ficials, emergency workers, and volunteers for
causes great and small.

Today, public service is more important than
ever. Tragedy reminds us we must come together
to create an America that is even more just, more
democratic and more secure.

America is a great Nation. Let us look back
on September 11, 2001, with sadness and respect,
grieve for those we lost, and honor those who
showed the courage that makes us all proud. Let
us emerge from this tragedy a stronger and wiser
great Nation.

Hon. Karen McCarthy

OF MISSOURI

I rise today to commemorate the anniversary
of the September 11 attacks on our Nation. As
I reflect on this first anniversary of the tragic at-
tacks on our Nation I am overcome with sadness
and hope. That we as a Nation have come to-
gether in a spirit of reflection, resiliency and con-
tinued renewal is a testament to the enduring
greatness of the American spirit.

Though we are pausing throughout the day to
remember those we lost, our resolve to protect
our freedom is unyielding. Our Nation is strong

and once again America and our values have per-
severed. Friday’s special session of Congress in
New York’s Federal Hall invoked the history of
the first Congress convened in 1789 and rep-
resented a strong message to the world that as
Americans we stand together in our fight against
terrorism.

Last year when I visited Ground Zero I saw
evil in the devastation present. Last week at
Ground Zero I saw the continuing of our healing
process and the unlimited hope of the American
spirit. Throughout the past year I have been
working with community leaders in my congres-
sional district to both cope with the aggression
forced upon us and assess the level of prepared-
ness in our region should another incident occur.

We need to be sure our everyday heroes: our
police, fire, ambulance, and medical personnel
have the adequate resources, training, supplies,
materials, and equipment they need to protect
our community. These brave men and women are
a critical component of our homeland security for
they are our front line. Because of their valor and
commitment to service we are safer than we were
a year ago.

As we remember the attacks on our Nation
in New York, at the Pentagon, and in Pennsyl-
vania we are reminded of the promise and the
hope that has risen from the ashes of that dread-
ful day. From Independence to Lee’s Summit to
Kansas City, the people in the heart of our Na-
tion are joining in numerous events commemo-
rating the 9/11 anniversary. One such event, the
interfaith observance, “Remembering 9/11: A Day
of Hope” reflects the uniqueness of Kansas City
as a place known for its river and fountains.
Water gathered from the Missouri River and
many of the area’s fountains will be mixed with
water gathered from rivers all over the world, in-
cluding Tibet and Egypt. The water will be dis-
tributed to participants in the observance to be
used at other events later in the day symbolically
connecting all those present to a spirit of renewal
and healing, regardless of religion or creed.

Another common theme throughout the Kan-
sas City area remembrances is the number 3,000
approximating the number of victims in the Sep-
tember 11 attacks: 3,000 flags are to hang at the
Kansas City Middle School of the Arts, 3,000
memorial candles are to be lighted at Temple
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B’nai Jehudah, 3,000 names are to be read at the
bell tower at Rockhurst University.

Mr. Speaker, I join my colleagues in support
of H. Con. Res. 464 and echo the sentiments of
Margaret Truman, daughter of President Harry
S. Truman and native of Independence, MO, that
“in years to come we will see September 1I as
a turning point in our history as a people, a day
of grief and glory that created a new dimension
in the soul of America.”

Hon. Dave Weldon

OF FLORIDA

Mr. Speaker, on this 1-year anniversary, I ex-
tend my deepest sympathies to the families of
the countless number of innocent victims of the
September 11 terrorist attacks on the Pentagon,
the World Trade Center, and in a desolate field
in Pennsylvania.

Nothing will ever repair the losses we suffered
as a Nation 1 year ago today. The history of the
United States changed forever when 19 terrorists
hijacked 4 planes and killed 3,000 Americans.

While the events of that morning will forever
play in our mind’s eye, we endure and we are
moving forward. As a united America, we have
taken the needed steps to rebuild, to heal, to pur-
sue justice, and to secure our borders.

Since that time, I have been proud to vote for
legislation to make our communities safer and
our military stronger as we face the challenges
of the new century. I commend President Bush
for his leadership and I commend the brave men
and women of the U.S. Armed Forces in the suc-
cessful effort to oust the Taliban from power and
hunt down those terrorists who perpetrated these
acts of evil. I applaud those in our Armed Forces
for their continued commitment to pursue those
responsible for the attacks.

The words spoken so long ago by President
Lincoln seem to fit so eloquently at this moment
in history.

It is for us, the living, rather to be dedicated here to the
unfinished work which they have, thus far, so nobly carried
on. It is rather for us to be here dedicated to the great task
remaining before us—that from these honored dead we take

increased devotion to that cause for which they here gave the
last full measure of devotion—that we here highly resolve

that these dead shall not have died in vain; that this Nation
shall have a new birth of freedom; and that this government
of the people, by the people, for the people, shall not perish
from the Earth.

As we humble ourselves before Him and pray
for His guidance, may God continue to bless this
great Nation.

Hon. Ted Strickland

OF OHIO

We all carry with us memories of September
11, 2001. It was a profoundly personal day for all
of us. No matter what happens in our lives, each
of us will forever carry the horror we felt as we
watched the unbelievable images on television
unfold that fateful day. Even if we had no family
or friends who were directly involved, as Ameri-
cans we were deeply touched by those unspeak-
able events.

One year later, we observe a day of remem-
brance. Not an anniversary, but a guidepost: a
mark against which we measure how far our Na-
tion has come since that horrific day 1 year ago.

That day, we witnessed the courage of hun-
dreds of heroes who sacrificed themselves in an
effort to save others. We felt rage and despair
that a few evil men could purposefully steal so
many lives, and at the same time we felt deep
pride in the courage of our fellow Americans. We
witnessed the best and worst of humanity. We
dealt with our sorrow by caring for each other.

What began as one of the darkest days in our
Nation’s history will long be remembered as one
of America’s finest hours.

One year later, I see a new America. We have
not experienced the enormous sea change many
predicted, but we greet each day with a greater
sense of responsibility to our families, our com-
munities and our Nation. We also know that
from now on we will be asked to sacrifice con-
venience for safety. We now know how vulner-
able our freedom makes us.

But we also have a newfound appreciation for
those freedoms and a renewed sense of the
strength that our liberty gives us. We have been
reminded that America’s strength as a Nation
comes not only from its military might, but from
the tightly woven fabric of the American family,
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symbolized in the stars and stripes of our flag.
It is the solidarity of our national family that I
hope will once again bring comfort to the fami-
lies and friends of those who lost their lives on
that fateful day.

We should also remember the thousands of
Americans who are nobly risking their lives in
foreign lands in the effort to wipe out terrorism.
This war will continue to be time consuming and
costly. But we Americans are a strong and reso-
lute people. We have lived through the dark days
of wars past.

As FDR said following the attack on Pearl
Harbor,

No matter how long it may take us to overcome this pre-
meditated invasion, the American people in their righteous
might will win through to absolute victory ... With con-
fidence in our Armed Forces, with the unbounding deter-
mination of our people, we will gain the inevitable triumph.
So help us God.

May God place his blessing on you and yours,
and may God continue to bless the United States
of America.

The following is a statement by Alan Wallace.
Alan was a firefighter from my district who was
stationed on the helipad outside the Pentagon on
September 11, 2001. For his bravery that day,
Alan was a corecipient of the Department of De-
fense Fire Fighter Heroism Award. The following
is his account of the events that day.

On the morning of September 11, 2001, I was assigned to
the heliport station at the Pentagon. I was assigned there
the day before as well. I should have been assigned to the
Pentagon fire station all that week.

Fort Myer firefighters were taking a weeklong class on air
field firefighting, given at the Classrooms Building 219. Mark
Skipper, Dennis Young and I had already had the training.
Mike Thayer, John Pine and Ronnie Willett also had had
the training. Thayer, Pine and Willett were scheduled off
on 9/11. Chief George Thompson was off because his wife was
ill.

Mark Skipper, Dennis Young and I were the three crew
members assigned to the Pentagon fire station on the morn-
ing of 9/11. We arrived there about o0730. The fire station
was new and we had only been using it since January or Feb-
ruary 2001. We also had a new crash truck assigned there,
an Emergency One Titan 3000. It carries 1,500 gallons of
water and 200 gallons of 3 percent foam. Our first helicopter
flight was around 10 am. But we were expecting President
George W. Bush to land in Marine One around 12 noon,
returning from Jacksonville, FL. (He had actually left from
the Pentagon the day before.) Needless to say, neither flight
arrived at the Pentagon that day because of the terrorist at-
tacks.

Mark, Dennis, and I had our turnout gear either on the
crash truck or in the station. About 0830 I decided to pull
the crash truck outside of the fire station and place it in a
position more accessible to the heliport landing site. The
truck was then parked perpendicular to the Pentagon, with
the rear of the truck 1520 feet from the west wall of the
Pentagon, and the truck facing west, toward the heliport pad.
The right side of the truck was approximately 30 feet from
the fire station’s apparatus door opening. (I forget to mention
the Ford van we normally use for transport between Fort
Myer and the Pentagon. It is a 15 passenger vehicle which
was parked west of the fire station facing north, with its rear
about 10 feet north of the apparatus end of the fire station
and approximately 6 feet from the side of the fire station.)

The fire station is approximately 75 feet long, 35 feet wide
and 16 feet tall. The flight control tower sits above the fire
station. There were two other individuals at the heliport site:
Sean Berger (U.S. Army Personnel) and Jackie Kidd, both
active duty Army.

As I said, we were expecting President Bush about noon,
which would be a Code One Standby. In such situations, one
of the problems I see at the heliport is that there are too
many people there. Plus there are many vehicles, including
Secret Service, Pentagon SWAT, U.S. Park Police, Washing-
ton, D.C., cops on motorcycles, and the two Presidential lim-
ousines. And some of these vehicles even park in front of
the fire station apparatus door, blocking the fire truck from
exiting the building! That is why I wanted the crash truck
out of the station and parked in a good location, for easy
access to the heliport in the case of an emergency.

After checking out the fire truck, eating a bowl of
cornflakes, and cleaning the station and apparatus area, I sat
in my favorite chair in the apparatus area to read a book
about opera. About 09oo Mark and Dennis were inside the
fire station in the day room. Mark came out to tell me that
an airplane had just crashed into the World Trade Center.
I then got up and went into the day room to watch the tele-
vision coverage from New York City. While we three were
watching, a second aircraft struck the second tower. I think
we watched the TV for about 10 minutes or so.

I then went back outside. I was soon joined by Mark. We
both began to work around the crash truck and were talking
about the events in New York. About 0920, Chief Charlie
Campbell called the Pentagon fire station to inform us of
the attacks on the WTC in New York. He actually talked
to all three of us: first Dennis, then me and then Skip. He
wanted to be sure we were aware of the WTC disaster and
that is was definitely a terrorist attack. He wanted to be sure
we were aware of everything going on around the fire station.
He also said Washington, D.C., could very well be a target
and if that happened, our fire truck could be dispatched to
an incident.

Let me say this. After the NYC attack, I began to have
“second thoughts” about having the fire truck parked where
it was. Would it be better for the time being to return it
to the fire station until around 1100 or so? But I decided
not to move it.

Mark and I continued to mess around the fire truck. The
last minute or two before the plane hit the Pentagon, Mark
and I were working in the right rear compartment where the
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foam metering valves are located. Mark told me how, if you
had to, you could get as much as so percent foam solution
out of the roof turret and discharges. We laughed about
cheating the government out of some foam! Mark and I then
walked toward the right front corner of the truck. We were
side-by-side, always within an arm’s reach of each other. We
had walked past the right front corner of the crash truck
(foam 161) and were maybe 10-15 feet in front of the truck
when I looked up toward my left side. I saw a large frame
commercial airplane crossing Washington Blvd., heading to-
ward the west side of the Pentagon! The plane had two big
engines, appeared to be in level flight, and was only approxi-
mately 25 feet off the ground, and only about 200 yards from
our location. I later said the plane approached the Pentagon
at about a 45-degree angle but later drawings showed it was
closer to 60 degrees. The airplane appeared to be a Boeing
757 or an Air Bus 320—white, with blue and orange stripes.
Mark later recalled the plane was silver and even identified
that it was American Airlines.

So many people think Mark and I watched the plane hit
the building. We did not. We only saw it approach for an
instant, I would estimate not longer than half a second. Oth-
ers didn’t understand why we didn’t hear it sooner. We did
not hear it until right after we saw it. I estimate that the
plane hit the building only 1—2 seconds after we saw it.

What I am saying is, immediately after we saw it we heard
the noise, the engines, I'm sure. I described that as a terrible
noise—loud, scary, and horrible. At the time we saw the
plane, I said “LET’S GO!” and Mark and I ran away from
the area. I turned and ran to my right, going north. (I do
not remember which way Mark went, since I did not see
him until I crawled out from under the Ford van.)

As I recall, T had several clear thoughts and feelings as
I was running: (1) the noise from the engines of the airplane;
(2) awareness that now WE are being attacked; (3) planning
to run until I catch on fire, then maybe dive to the ground
and then figure out what to do; (4) hearing the sound of
the plane crashing into the Pentagon, which I later described
as a “crunch”; (5) sensation of a lot of pressure; (6) feeling
very, very hot very quickly; (7) “we’re certainly not going
to burn up!”

Later that morning when I began to look at the distances
of everything from the fire truck, I thought the plane hit
the building 200 feet south of the front of the fire truck.
I had only apparently run about 20 feet when the plane hit
the building. I ran another 30 feet or so until I felt I was
on fire. I thought I had done everything I could do for my-
self. I decided to get down below the fire and fireball. So
I dove face first to the blacktop. At this time, it just hap-
pened that I was right beside the left rear tire of the Ford
van. (I presume that the debris from the Pentagon and air-
plane was being propelled away from the impact site.) I im-
mediately crawled very quickly under the van for cover and
safety.

At this time, I noticed a lot of heat and decided to crawl
to the end of the van. Very soon the heat was unbearable
and I decided to get out from under the van and get farther
away from the impact site. It was then that I saw Mark Skip-
per to my left—out in the field so—75 feet away. He was
standing, looking back to the impact site and seemed to be

swinging his arms. I immediately ran over to him to ask
if he was OK. He said he was, and then said, “I'm glad you
saw that airplane!” I said, “Get your gear on—we have a
lot of work to do; I'm going to the fire truck.”

It was probably at this time that I first noticed the damage
to the Pentagon and the crash truck. A lot of smoke was
in the sky above the Pentagon. The rear of the crash truck
was on fire with a large blaze. But most noticeable was that
everything around the fire truck on the ground was on fire.
Also the west side of the Pentagon was on fire, all the way
from the first to the fifth (top) floor.

I ran about 30 yards back to the damaged crash truck,
stepping carefully, not to slip on the burning debris covering
the ground. I arrived at the right cab door, opened it and
climbed in. I grabbed the radio and put the headset on, then
jumped over the radios into the driver’s seat. I immediately
pushed the two engine start buttons and to my amazement
the engine started. I thought if I could pull the fire truck
away from the Pentagon and put it in a left turn, I could
direct the roof turret nozzle into the impact site using the
foam and water on board the truck. I then pushed off the
emergency brake and pulled the transmission selector into
the drive range and tramped on the accelerator. (I still
couldn’t believe the engine had started.) However, the accel-
erator would not make the engine run any faster and the
truck would not move. (I later found out from Mark that
whenever I tramped on the accelerator, the flames on the back
of the truck would flare up.) The window in the left door
was open and I had left the right cab door open as I entered
the truck. There was a lot of smoke coming up along the
left side of the truck, and blowing through this open window
and filling the cab with smoke, as well as exiting the right
door. There was a fire in the left side of the driver’s seat
back. That must have produced a lot of the smoke in the
cab as well. At some point when I was in the cab, I looked
to my right and saw Dennis Young walking through the ap-
paratus area, so I knew he was OK. At another point, I called
Fort Myer Fire Dispatch on the fire radio and gave the fol-
lowing message: “Foam 61 to Fort Myer: we have had a com-
mercial airliner crash into the west side of the Pentagon at
the heliport, Washington Blvd. side. We are OK with minor
injuries. Aircraft was a Boeing 757 or Air Bus 320.” It also
seemed like I mumbled something else before I removed the
headset, shut off the truck engine and began to egress the
vehicle.

The fire station was to my right and I noticed it was
trashed and there was burning material inside the apparatus
area. I saw Mark outside the right cab door signaling me
to shut off the engine.

(Note: I feel I had the fire truck engine running in 20
seconds after the plane hit the building. This time included
running, crawling, checking on Mark and running back to
the burning crash truck.)

Just as I was about to get out of the wrecked truck, some-
one appeared at the cab door asking for a breathing apparatus.
He may have been a Pentagon cop. So I handed him one
of the S.C.B.A.’s and then handed another one to Mark. Be-
fore getting out of the cab. I grabbed my helmet, radio and
facepiece (for my S.C.B.A.). I carried these items over to the
rear of the van, an area I thought would be out of the traffic
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and easy to find later. Dennis was attempting to use a fire
extinguisher on the truck. Mark was removing some of the
EMS equipment from the truck. At this time, we all probably
thought the truck would be consumed by the damaging fire.

At this point, I went into the fire station through the open
apparatus door area and attempted to get dressed in my turn-
out gear (coat, pants, boots and helmet.) I noticed my boots
and pants were covered with debris, with numerous wood,
rock and metal fragments filling the boots. One of my elastic
suspenders was on fire, which I stamped out (or so I thought).
When I was considering how best to empty the debris from
my boots, I heard a voice back outside saying “we need help
here.” I think it was at this time that Dennis, Mark and
I began to assemble at the first floor windows of the Penta-
gon (behind the crash truck).

I was later told by a civilian rescuer that I helped him
climb into the window of the Pentagon where most of the
victims exited the building. I don’t remember helping him
up. But I definitely remember him being there. I feel he was
instrumental in organizing the rescue effort at this area of
the Pentagon. At the time, I described him as a civilian 35—
40 years old wearing black jeans and a black polo shirt with
a red logo on the shirt.

In April 2002, I learned that the identity of this “civilian”
was Blair Bozek. He turns out to be a retired lieutenant colo-
nel from the U.S. Air Force. He was one of the SR71 spy
plane pilots. Mark and I always felt 1015 people may have
exited the Pentagon at our location. All were terrified, most
were burned. They had had varying amounts of clothing
burned from their bodies, and some were missing shoes. We
were assisted in rescuing them by several civilians as well
as Armed Forces people who, having been uninjured in the
attack, had come to aid their fellow employees.

I would like to describe how very hostile the working envi-
ronment was following the airplane attack. We were directly
up against the Pentagon building, which was on fire with
smoke pouring heavily from all of the windows. The ground
was burning all around us. A magnolia tree was burning,
which gave a strange sensation of flaming “things” floating
in the air—I later realized they were magnolia leaves. There
were several times the heat was so intense that I thought
my pants were on fire. It was especially difficult to breathe
because of the smoke and fumes. These conditions definitely
limited how long we could assist in the rescue.

I do remember helping three men carry an unconscious
man all the way out to the guard rail beside Washington
Blvd. While carrying him, I noticed the 4-inch firehose from
our Fort Myer Rescue Engine 161. That meant our fellow fire-
fighters were on the scene. This was a relief, because after
I called them on the radio, I was certain it would be difficult
for them to get to the Pentagon because of traffic. But I
learned later that RE 161, RE 162 and the assistant chief did
not have difficulty getting to the Pentagon.

A further comment about my radio message: I should have
followed it up with a call from one of the portable radios
or possibly a phone call to Fort Myer from the heliport sta-
tion phone (had it been in service). I had not waited for a
reply from Dispatcher Bob Connelly (more on this subject
later).

Unknown to me, before my radio message, Arlington Dis-
patch was receiving numerous 911 calls from all around the
county. Reports were varied: helicopter crash into east side
of the Pentagon, tractor trailer on fire on Washington Blvd.,
possible airplane crash on or near the 14th Street Bridge.
Many of the 911 callers could see smoke but could not deter-
mine its source. Some likely saw a low-flying aircraft or heard
the impact of the crash. Arlington Dispatch advised all listen-
ing stations about some of these reports, but of course
couldn’t confirm the exact location, etc. In fact, it is quite
possible that one of these callers, recalling the flight 9o crash
into the Potomac River many years ago, was instrumental
in causing National Airport to dispatch the first big crash
truck. According to the firefighters from the classroom at
Fort Myer, immediately after the communication from Ar-
lington, they heard my radio message. Therefore apparently
my message was successful in informing my fellow fire-
fighters of the exact location. After victims stopped appearing
at the Pentagon windows, Mark, Dennis and I began assisting
the arriving Fort Myer companies on the fire ground. My
next task was to get into my “fire turn gear.” Returning
to the rescue site behind the crash truck, again I looked at
my fire boots and pants. They were still full of debris, but
now the left suspender had completely burned off down to
the end where it had been attached to my pants! I picked
up my gear and dumped out the rocks, etc., stepped into
my boots and pulled up the fire pants. With only one sus-
pender, I must have looked like Jethro Bodine from the Bev-
erly Hillbillies. I also got on my nylon sock-hood and fire
coat. I grabbed a big lantern and two fire extinguishers (one
CO> and the other 20# PurpleK, potassium bicarbonate).

I pulled the safety pin on the CO> and placed the lantern
under my left arm, walked around the burning end of the
crash truck, sprayed some of the CO; on it and under it.
The extinguisher seemed only about half full, so it was quick-
ly discharged and I threw it aside.

Pulling the pin on the PurpleK bottle, I walked behind
the truck and into the Pentagon. Holding the illuminated
lantern in my left hand, I immediately notice how poor the
visibility was. Keep in mind I still had no gloves, no helmet
and no S.C.B.A. I do not think I went into the building
any further than 20 feet. I would see fire and spray the extin-
guisher on it. It makes a very loud noise when being dis-
charged and I did so several times. Out of nowhere, I heard
the clear voice of a woman yell “hey!” She had heard the
sound of the fire extinguisher and realized she was near an-
other person. She did not sound panicked. I yelled back “I
can’t see you” and she clapped her hands. I was waving my
flashlight. I did not go after her, and later I questioned my
courage about why I hadn’t.

Several days later, I noticed an article in the Washington
Post which mentioned me. It also described a woman, Sheila
Moody, who heard the swoosh of a fire extinguisher from
someone, called out, and was answered by and rescued by
a firefighter. I do not remember making contact with her.
I believe it was my fire extinguisher she heard, but I also
believe she was intercepted by another firefighter. But had
I not had the fire extinguisher but had taken the garden hose
attached to the fire station, she might not have known she
was very near the outside of the building and near rescuers.
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I then began to assist the firefighting crews. I got a larger
nozzle tip for the attack team and got 5o feet of 4-inch hose
off Engine 161 so we could move the deluge gun closer to
the Pentagon. Another project I undertook was to begin re-
moving all the equipment off the crash truck: the third
S.C.B.A., all the extra air bottles, power cords, floodlights,
all the 13%%4-inch hose (200 feet of it), tools, and fire extin-
guishers. At this point, the truck was still on fire and a lot
of fire was right behind the truck in the Pentagon. I also
noticed that the two personnel vehicles that had been parked
near the impact site, belonging to the two Army flight con-
trol tower personnel. Both had been completely destroyed by
flying debris and fire.

About this time hose line crews from Fort Myer were
entering the building with a 2%-inch hose with a
1%4-inch solid nozzle. We added 50 feet of 4-inch hose to
the deluge gun. Capt. Dennis Gilroy noticed the first collapse
of a cornice above the fifth floor windows, just above the
impact site. Dennis Young and I were at the deluge gun
and were told to pull back and allow the deluge gun to oper-
ate unmanned.

About the time Gilroy ordered our people to get out of
the building, there was a report of another hijacked aitliner,
allegedly heading toward Washington, DC. During this pe-
riod of waiting, Capt. Gilroy was assigning firefighters to
hand line teams to attack the fire, which was beginning to
spread to the third and fourth floors of the Pentagon.

By now, I was feeling the effects of exhaustion from the
frantic pace and severe shortness of breath from the lack of
air at the impact site where we had assisted victims. I
thought Mark and Dennis were in the same shape. Mark and
I both told Gilroy not to count on us for the hand line crew.
Our fellow Fort Myer firefighters had become aware of our
injuries and Gilroy called an EMS crew to tend to us.

Our injuries were primarily second degree burns on our
necks and forearms. In addition, Mark had a laceration on
his hand, Dennis had a sprained ankle, and I had left shoulder
pain. (Note: Mark, Dennis and I were only wearing T-shirts,
work trousers and boots or heavy shoes at the time of the
attack.) A medic unit arrived, Arlington, I believe. They ban-
daged our burns with wet dressings and wrapped them with
gauze. I was given oxygen to breathe; the others weren’t ex-
periencing difficulty breathing. We were delivered to the
triage area at approximately 1100.

There, we three saw Jackie Kidd and Sean Berger from
the control tower. They looked to be OK. Jackie was really
shaking and Sean had his forearms wrapped, much like us.
When I saw them, I realized I had not thought once about
them after the attack. I felt bad about this. Later I thought
I would have at least told Dennis Young to “check on the
people in the tower” but I guess there was just far too much
to think about in the immediate response to the attack.

Sean and Jackie were both given a ride home by a nurse-
bystander named Victoria Brunner, who had been working
in triage. (She now works at Fort Myer Radar Clinic as a
counselor.)

Mark, Dennis and I had a welcome opportunity to rest
in the triage area, and were given water, bananas, apples and
plums. There were probably 5o health care people there.

Triage was located in the tunnel under Washington Blvd.
on Columbia Pike.

By now, word of our experience had spread to the FBI
who interviewed us, as well as Kidd and Berger, while we
were in triage. After our interview, I wanted to return to
the fire ground to see all the people from Fort Myer. We
did so and spent about half an hour there. Mark, Dennis and
I stayed around triage for about 2 hours. During this time,
I had a chance to use a cell phone to call my mother in
Ohio. She was very relieved to learn I was OK. I also called
Donna Houle at the Women’s Memorial in Arlington Ceme-
tery and asked her to contact some of my friends. In the
next few days, I think I called everyone in my address book.

After all the other victims had been removed to hospitals,
Mark and I were taken via ambulance to Arlington Hospital
by Army Chase-Bethesda Rescue Squad 1. A young medic
trainee named Sandra Melnick drove the medic unit. There
were 6 to 8 people in the back of the squad, with one patient
placed on a cardiac monitor. I sat in the front with her to
give directions to the hospital.

After being released from the hospital, I contacted one of
the hospital security officers to request a ride back to Fort
Myer. He provided a driver within § minutes. Just as we
were leaving the hospital, we were questioned by one of the
local TV news channels, Fox, I believe. We told them about
seeing the airplane approach in time to run away from the
Pentagon building.

Our driver took us as far as the Iwo Jima Memorial, just
200 yards from one of the gates into Fort Myer. Of course
by now security had been increased significantly since my
arrival there at 0530 earlier in the day. (The MPs had shoul-
der arms and a vehicle with a machine gun mounted on top
was nearby.) I was wearing a hospital gown, my fire boots
and carried my fire pants in a plastic bag and had no I.D.
But fortunately one of the MPs recognized me and allowed
us to pass. (Mark did have some [.D.)

As soon as we were allowed to pass through the gate, an
Air Force Major gave us a ride back to the fire station in
his Jaguar. We were home!

We immediately began to tell our story and help out at
the fire station. Dennis was there when we arrived. Soon after,
Howard Kelly gave Mark a ride home. Dennis drove himself
to his West Virginia home. I stayed at the firehouse that
night.

I enjoyed being back with my fellow firefighters and help-
ing get the equipment back on the truck. Our people were
exhausted and some were still frightened. I think all were
glad they were working that day.

Remember the three firefighters who were scheduled off
the day of 9/11? Willett, Pine and Thayer all came back in
when they heard the news. Thayer told me later “from 25
miles from the Pentagon, I could see smoke, and I knew you
three must be dead.” He also said he felt bad because he
was the person who had assigned us to the Pentagon heliport.

I was grateful—and am now amazed—that my injuries
were minor. The burns on my forearms and neck healed
quickly. My shoulder pain persisted and ultimately required
surgery in November 2001. The surgery went well and the
surgeon and I were pleased with my recovery from it.

I returned back to work in February 2002, glad to have
a good job. I am very proud of Dennis, Mark and myself.
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I am SO grateful that none of our firefighters were seriously
injured or killed.

Hon. Lincoln Diaz-Balart

OF FLORIDA

Mr. Speaker, today we remember.

The pain has not subsided. The memories of
those lost will not be forgotten. Today we honor
their lives and their sacrifice.

The terrorists have failed. Blinded by their ha-
tred, the true result of the attacks on September
11 were things they could never have anticipated.
America responded with courage—not fear.
America responded with love—demonstrated by
the thousands of rescue workers. America re-
sponded with resolve—as we continue to hunt
evil doers around the globe.

We must pay our highest tribute to the un-
sung heroes who have labored this past year—
our first responders, our men and women in the
armed services. I also would like to thank our
President for showing true leadership in the face
of this challenge thrust upon us.

Our job is not completed. While we have re-
sponded to the events of September 11 we have
not taken the final step to ensure Americans are
safe. We are faced with great decisions. But we
do so with great resolve.

We will continue to show that the values and
principles America stands for—the values and
principles our brave Americans died for—will
overcome those who would kill innocent civil-
ians.

God bless and keep those who were lost 1 year
ago today. God bless America—beacon of free-
dom.

Hon. James H. Maloney

OF CONNECTICUT

Mr. Speaker, a year ago today our Nation was
brutally attacked, and thousands of Americans
were murdered. Earlier today, I shared a moment
of silence with the people of Connecticut’s Fifth
District, in New Milford, Sandy Hook and Wa-

terbury, to honor the heroes and remember the
victims of that tragic day.

On this day, the people of Connecticut’s Fifth
District honor the brave firefighters from the
Danbury Volunteer Fire Department and the
Southbury Volunteer Fire Department. Each en-
gine crew performed search and rescue in the
hostile and dangerous environment of the dev-
astated World Trade Center. On behalf of the
people of Connecticut’s Fifth District, I wish to
express my deepest thanks to these heroic indi-
viduals. The contributions they made to our
community and country at the risk of their own
peril cannot be measured.

The families and friends of those who perished
have endured a year of unbearable loss. They have
my deepest sympathy. Rarely have we felt hatred
of terrorism perpetrated on our shores, and our
response has shown the strength of character of
the American people. The sadness that we all felt
that day, and in the days since, has hardened into
a resolve to honor the memories of those who
perished, to heal our wounds so that our Nation
is even stronger than before, and to bring right-
eous justice to those who perpetrated the attacks.

Hon. Jeff Miller

OF FLORIDA

Mr. Speaker, today marks the I-year anniver-
sary of the most horrendous act of terrorism ever
perpetrated against any country. Our Nation will
never be the same after 19 terrorists took thou-
sands of American lives and declared war on our
great Nation.

Since the infamous day last fall, an outpouring
of patriotism and love for this country can be
felt in cities and towns from coast to coast. The
symbol of America, our flag, can still be seen fly-
ing with dignity and honor outside homes and
businesses, displaying the true pride this Nation
has in its freedoms and unwavering principles.

As we look back at the tragedy of that day,
I know that everyone will remember where he
or she was on September 11, 2001. I am sure we
have all contemplated the frailty of life and that
God has never promised anyone a set number of
days. It is my hope that the citizens of the
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United States will use this time in our history
as a catalyst to advance the Nation and to return
to the roots to which it was established; faith in
God, democracy and patriotism.

Terrorism is still a threat to the civilized
world and must be destroyed before it spreads.
The primary weapons of terrorism are violence
and fear. Those who have no respect for human
life and seek terror through these means have no
place in civilized society, and must be elimi-
nated.

As President Reagan has said, “We will always
remember. We will always be proud. We will
always be prepared, so we may always be free.”
Let us keep the families who lost loved ones in
our prayers and continue to support our deployed
military personnel who courageously protect our
liberties and freedoms. They are the true patriots.

I praise my colleagues and the President for
the courage and resolve they have displayed dur-
ing these trying and difficult times. May God
grant us the wisdom to lead this country forward
in a manner that would please Him and may He
look favorably upon our great Nation.

Hon. Jerry F. Costello

OF ILLINOIS

Mr. Speaker, I rise today as a cosponsor of the
Patriot Day resolution, which fittingly expresses
the sentiments of this body on the anniversary
of perhaps the worst day in U.S. history. In many
ways it is hard to believe it has been a year since
that awful day—the memories are so fresh, so
vivid. I visited the site of the WTC 1 week after
it happened and spent time talking with sur-
vivors and rescue workers. That memory is just
as fresh as those of last Friday, when we returned
to New York City to participate in a wreath lay-
ing ceremony at the World Trade Center site,
and those of this morning, when we attended the
ceremony at the Pentagon to remember the vic-
tims and families. America will never forget.

September 11, 2001, has left an indelible mark
on the American landscape and on our national
consciousness. We will never forget the events
of that terrible morning, nor will we forget how
America responded. We continue to be inspired

by the heroism of firefighters, police officers and
emergency first responders, our military men and
women and other ordinary Americans who have
answered the call for freedom.

The attacks on the World Trade Center and
the Pentagon were an attack on all of us—our
people, our Nation, our spirit, our way of life,
our liberty and freedom. The terrorists intended
to bring down and destroy the World Trade Cen-
ter, the Pentagon and other targets—and the
people in them. Their real goal was to instill fear,
bring about disruption and to bring down and
destroy our spirit. But as Rev. Billy Graham ob-
served at a service at the National Cathedral
shortly after the attacks—Their actions have
done just the opposite. The terrorist attacks of
September 11 could have torn our Nation apart—
but they have brought us together—we have be-
come a family.

Mr. Speaker, the United States is the greatest
country in the world! We have been tested before
and we will be tested again. Those we lost last
September 11 will hold a special place in the his-
tory of our great country. As we gather together
today in communities, churches and other places
throughout our great land we remain one Nation
under God, indivisible with liberty and justice
for all! T urge all of my colleagues to support
the resolution, and God bless the United States
of America.

Hon. Carolyn B. Maloney

OF NEW YORK

M. Speaker, it is an honor to setve in the peo-
ple’s House as a representative of New York
City, the greatest city in the world.

For the Nation, today is a day of solemn re-
flection and remembrance. We have all tried to
mark this day in our own personal ways. I have
just returned from a memorial service at Ground
Zero, a sacred place for us all. My thoughts and
prayers over this year have been for my beloved
city whose residents have been fundamentally af-
fected by 9/11.

Just a year ago, our country witnessed the evil
actions of cowards that resulted in more than
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3,000 people tragically dead and 2,000 children
without a parent.

Mr. Speaker, there may not be another Mem-
ber of Congress who lost more constituents in
the September 11 attack on the World Trade
Center than I did. I applaud the House for intro-
ducing this resolution celebrating America’s re-
solve and commemorating the lives of those we
lost. This resolution, in a small way, can help
to continue the process of national healing and
renewal.

We will never forget the hundreds of New
York City firefighters, law enforcement officers,
and EMS who responded to the attacks, and val-
iantly fought through the terrible conditions to
rescue victims and to provide emergency care to
the injured immediately after the attack. Trag-
ically, the World Trade Center towers collapsed
while these heroes were attempting to save inno-
cent lives—343 firefighters and paramedics and
60 police officers made the ultimate sacrifice.

Over these past 12 months, we have witnessed
countless selfless acts by public servants and pri-
vate citizens, by our friends and neighbors. It is
this wonderful spirit embodied by our city and
our great Nation that gives us hope.

Hon. Nick Smith

OF MICHIGAN

Mr. Speaker, I remember speaking on the
House floor the day after the attacks. I asked,
“Will we forget? Will this sick, sinking feeling
fade? Will we fail to follow through on these
promises or will we demonstrate unfaltering re-
solve?” T am proud to say, 1 year later, that the
American people remain determined to fight the
war on terror, and though the road ahead will
continue to be hard, we will prevail.

We should reflect for a moment on the lessons
in the attacks. In my view, there are three. First,
America has enemies who resent our freedom and
way of life. These enemies are determined and
are ignored at our peril. Second, the oceans do
not provide as much protection as they did in
the past. We have to be aware that threats can
come from anywhere. Third, as with Pear] Har-

bor, first punches can be devastating. We must
not allow ourselves to be taken by surprise again.

Even though we have had a year to reflect
since last September, it is still hard to com-
prehend the magnitude of the terrorist attacks
and the historic turn of events that they trig-
gered. In our 226-year history, America has never
known an assault on our homeland such as that
terrorist attack.

As horrific and sickening as the attacks were,
however, they brought out the best in us as
Americans. They reminded us that despite all our
differences, we are one—a united America. Not
only a Nation of unprecedented strength, but
also a Nation that exhibits great tolerance and
respect for the rights of its citizens as well as
those of other nations—a Nation of unshaken
spirit, a Nation bound by our shared faith in the
founding principles of liberty and freedom.

America was best exemplified by the actions
of our first responders after the attacks. On that
warm autumn day, the New York City fireman
became the symbol of American freedom and
American bravery to millions around the world.
I believe it is really the one silver lining that
shines through the cloud of horror that surrounds
9/11.

It is our job in Congress to honor those who
protect us—our defense forces abroad and our
first responders here in America—by fully pro-
viding the resources and guidance that they need.
As President Bush said at the annual fire services
dinner in Washington last spring. “There is no
substitute for the raw courage of the firefighter.”
And we must never forget those Americans who
made the ultimate sacrifice in saving the lives
of others on September 11.

Hon. Jim Matheson

OF UTAH

Mr. Speaker, when we evacuated our office a
year ago, and I could see the black smoke rising
above the Pentagon, I knew our country was
under attack. The inconceivable was taking place.

The passing days brought more heartache than
many of us thought we could bear. The hijack-
ings and plane crashes took the lives of three
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Utahns—two who were on board the plane that
hit the North Tower of the World Trade Center
and one who was on duty at the Pentagon.

Mary Alice Wahlstrom, of Kaysville, UT, and
her daughter Carolyn, died together—two tal-
ented musicians whose families still grieve for
the loss of their wives and mothers. Brady How-
ell of Centerville, UT, died—along with 188 oth-
ers—when hijackers struck the Pentagon. His
family—including his wife Liz—had to endure
I agonizing week before learning his fate. A year
of sorrowful birthdays and holidays has gone by,
with a much-loved husband and wife, brother
and sister, son and daughter, missing from the
family pictures. Their names and their lives will
always remind us of the goodness that is Amer-
ica—goodness that the terrorists sought to de-
stroy. But we know that the terrorists will not
succeed. Their cowardly attack took the lives of
343 members of the New York City Fire Depart-
ment, but not the determination of 62 search and
rescue team members from Salt Lake County.
They rushed to New York, working 12-hour
shifts, searching the rubble at Ground Zero for
more than a week.

The terrorist attacks left many children with-
out parents—but couldn’t destroy their future,
as Americans rallied to support a $100 million
scholarship fund to someday send these children
to college. We stand for everything that the ter-
rorists hate—courage, freedom, compassion, de-
mocracy and hope. Even as our memorials and
reconstructed buildings rise from the devastation
of that day, those values emerge unscathed. We
have suffered a loss, but not a defeat. We still
mourn, but our faith has not faltered. The
wounds are still fresh but the spirit that is Amer-
ica shines through—a beacon of hope for better
days ahead.

Hon. Tom DelLay

OF TEXAS

Mr. Speaker, we gather today within this cita-
del of freedom. This room is where America
unites in defense of enlightened self-government.
From this place our Nation draws from the
strength and wisdom of our Founders.

For this reason, the terrorists targeted this
temple to justice as they set out to strike a blow
against self-government. And, as the terrorists at-
tacked symbols of might and prosperity, they at-
tacked the spirit of this building. In this way,
the Capitol, the Pentagon, and the World Trade
Center were all one and the same. This is where
the American people exercise the fullest measure
of freedom. So, we come together in this hal-
lowed chamber to honor the brave Americans of
September 11. As their Representatives, and on
their behalf, we launch the debates that chart the
course for this country. And, make no mistake,
it was the exercise of freedom that terrorists
wished to extinguish a year ago.

The terrorists failed. And, if their objective
was to compel us into abandoning our principles,
there may have been no more spectacular a failure
in recorded history.

My friends, the flame of American freedom is
burning brighter and hotter on September 11,
2002, than at any moment in our history. And
that flame is sustained by the magnificent hero-
ism in Manhattan, in Virginia, and in the air
over Pennsylvania. Freedom continues unabated
in many countries around the world. Americans
are doing extraordinary things in dangerous
places that are known and some that we can’t
talk about. But when we speak of the men and
women defending us at this moment, we can say
this for certain: The present generation of Ameri-
cans stands shoulder to shoulder with our proud-
est generations. And we saw, in Pennsylvania, a
stirring example of what it means to be an Amer-
ican: Out of many, one.

Strangers, thrown together by providence, fac-
ing certain death, refused to yield in the face of
raw evil. Their courage, in the moment of maxi-
mum danger, is the essence of what it means to
be an American. That’s why anyone in the world
can become an American. All it takes is a will-
ingness to subordinate our own individual inter-
ests to the greater good of the United States. It’s
a proud tradition of love, tolerance, pluralism,
and determination. But we would do a great dis-
service to the legacy of America’s September 11
heroes by casually accepting the passive posture
of complacency in the face of danger.

The great lesson from 9/11 is the moral imper-
ative to address dangers before they claim the
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lives of additional Americans. For that reason, we
must stand with President Bush as he marshals
freedom-loving people to confront gathering
evils. We must actively deny the aspirations of
evil groups and dangerous regimes. We must
bring justice to the most remote caves where ter-
rorists plot. We must protect America by strik-
ing our enemies before they can carry out their
schemes within our borders.

This is the great decision before the Congress.
This is the defining measure of our future secu-
rity. And on this question, all of us will be ac-
countable to the people.

Mr. Speaker, we offer our deepest sorrow and
solidarity to the families of those who lost loved
ones at the hands of evil, 1 year ago. Those who
now struggle with grief and loss should know,
above all, that they do not stand alone. They
should take heart because every American stands
beside them. We offer our love and gratitude for
the sacrifices and unknown acts of heroism car-
ried out by their relatives and friends. We'll
never forget them or what they did for our coun-
try.

Thank you and God bless America.

Hon. Tim Roemer

OF INDIANA

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support and as
a proud cosponsor of H. Con. Res. 464 expressing
the sense of the Congress on the anniversary of
the terrorist attacks launched against the United
States on September 11, 2001.

Nearly 3,000 American lives were lost exactly
1 year ago today when the United States was sud-
denly and deliberately attacked by Al Qaeda ter-
rorists bent on suicide and destruction of human
life. By targeting symbols of American strength
and success, these attacks clearly were also in-
tended to assail the principles, values, and free-
doms of the United States and the American peo-
ple, intimidate the Nation, and weaken the na-
tional resolve. Although New York, Virginia,
and Pennsylvania suffered the overwhelming bur-
den of the terrorist attacks, every State and all
Americans were affected and continue to mourn
that day. We are united by the events of Septem-

ber 11, 2001, and while passage of 1 year has not
softened our memory, resolved our grief, or re-
stored lost loved ones, it has clearly demonstrated
that Americans will not succumb to terrorists.

We observe September 11 not only to recognize
the tragic deaths of the innocent souls who per-
ished or who were gravely injured in lower Man-
hattan, Shanksville, PA, or at the Pentagon, but
we also recognize this date to honor the fire-
fighters, police officers, rescue workers and those
intrepid eyewitnesses of this tragedy who self-
lessly faced grave danger in order to aid the
wounded and dying in the immediate aftermath
of the attacks. As the gravest moments came,
many Americans, relying on courage, instinct,
and grace, rushed toward the flaming buildings
in order to rescue people or toward terrorist-con-
trolled cockpits in order to resist their destruc-
tive plan. Today we honor the sacrifices and con-
tinuing heroism demonstrated by our brave serv-
icemen and women who left family and friends
in order to defend our Nation. A year later, many
servicemen and women remain abroad, shielding
the homeland from further terrorist attacks.

As a member of the House Permanent Select
Committee on Intelligence, I am proud to serve
on the ongoing congressional joint inquiry. My
distinguished colleagues and I have spent consid-
erable time reviewing the material and cir-
cumstances relating to the events surrounding
last year’s attacks. However, many important
questions about September 11, 2001, remain un-
answered. That is why I support the establish-
ment of an independent, blue-ribbon commission
to conduct a thorough investigation and to make
recommendations based on its findings so that
we never again experience another staggering loss
of life on U.S. soil. The American people deserve
a more thoughtful investigation and the families
of the victims of September 11 are entitled to an-
swers about exactly what went wrong and why.

Hon. James P. Moran
OF VIRGINIA
Mr. Speaker, I rise today on the first anniver-

sary of 9/11, a day which changed America’s his-
tory.
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For the past 12 months, this Nation has collec-
tively experienced a full range of emotion, from
the initial fear and uncertainty of that fateful
day, to anger and outrage at the loss of American
life and the violation of two of our Nation’s most
recognizable symbols. We have mourned and
continue to mourn for the victims of this horrible
attack. Their families and friends are constantly
in our thoughts and prayers. Embedded firmly
in my mind is the image of streams of people
who came to the ridge overlooking the Pentagon
to pay their respects and sanctified that hill with
flowers, candles and notes of remembrance.

Yet, in the midst of all the sadness, Americans
have sought an outlet for their grief by renewing
their sense of community service and patriotic
pride. Our country, which has a strong history
of bridging many differences, has become one. In
Northern Virginia alone, we witnessed friends,
neighbors and colleagues coming together to
help rebuild and unite. With the round-the-
clock dedication of the Pentagon renovation
team, the revival of the Pentagon has served as
the quintessential symbol of our country’s resil-
ience and renewal. A special debt of gratitude
goes to those workers and planners who orches-
trated this rebuilding.

As we bear witness to the powerful images and
experiences of the past year, we are proudly re-
minded of what it means to be an American. The
heroic acts of the firefighters, police officers and
emergency responders who rushed into the in-
ferno of the Pentagon and World Trade Center
towers to save lives, touches a special place in
all our hearts. It is a place where love of country
and for our fellow man is second nature. This
unique American spirit is what wills us to go
the extra mile and put our lives on the line for
what we know is right.

So, Mr. Speaker, on the I-year anniversary of
September 11, let us honor the many sacrifices
that have been made by our police, firefighters,
emergency responders and our men and women
in uniform. Their efforts to heal, protect and pre-
serve this great Nation deserve the utmost re-
spect and admiration.

Hon. Carolyn McCarthy

OF NEW YORK

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H. Con. Res.
464, a resolution to commemorate the passing of
I year since the cowardly, brutal attacks of Sep-
tember 11. I would also like to express my condo-
lences to the families who lost a loved one, along
with my reverence for the heroism of New York-

ers, and the American people.

On September 11, as the horrific events un-
folded, I watched brave firefighters, law enforce-
ment and rescue personnel from New York and
around the country risk their lives to save others.
I watched hospitals prepare for the wounded and
our Armed Forces go on high alert. I watched
a stricken Nation respond by rushing to donate
blood and volunteer their time to help the in-
jured. These are acts of honor and bravery that
no barbaric act of violence can penetrate. The
citizens of New York, and all of America did ev-
erything within their power to respond unself-
ishly and effectively to the attacks. More often
than not, the very last fiber of human strength
was tested. New Yorkers and all Americans rose
to the daunting challenge as one proud, resolute
Nation.

Throughout the past year we have witnessed
the rebirth of a new America. A stronger, more
resilient Nation is determined to eradicate all
forms of terrorism. Those who oppose our way
of life may try to destroy our buildings, but they
will never destroy the sense of pride and love for
this country cherished by Americans.

Although the tragic events of September 11
will forever bring sorrow to the families who lost
loved ones, they will also serve as a reminder of
how Americans unite during difficult times. This
resolution reminds us all how difficult it is to
kill the American spirit. Honoring the lives lost,
as well as thousands of rescue workers who
worked tirelessly and bravely throughout this
difficult time, is a fitting reminder of what this
country stands for. We never forget our own, and

we will always fight to continue our way of life.



102 Victims and Heroes of September 11, 2001

Hon. Heather Wilson

OF NEW MEXICO

Mr. Speaker, I would like to offer my support
for the concurrent resolution in honor of Patriot
Day under consideration by the House today.

On this solemn day of remembrance, it is im-
portant to gather with our families, our friends,
and our communities to reaffirm our love of
country and our dedication to upholding the val-
ues of freedom and democracy that we hold so
dear.

Today, in Albuquerque and across the Nation,
we will take the time to honor those who faced
danger bravely to save others: firefighters, police
officers, and our soldiers overseas who now risk
their lives to protect the freedom we enjoy.

In this spirit, I will be in Albuquerque on
September 11 with my family and neighbors to
honor the heroes, to pray for those lost and their

families, to comfort the hurting and to reassure
the children.

Hon. David Wu

OF OREGON

Mr. Speaker, our Nation was irrevocably
changed that Tuesday morning, a year ago today.
The past year has not been an easy one, but the
American spirit has carried us through, and our
democracy stands strong.

Whether it’s Bunker Hill, Pearl Harbor, or
September 11, Americans have a tradition of turn-
ing disasters into launch points for a better fu-
ture. The response of Americans and Oregonians
on September 11 underscores the strength of our
democracy and our commitment to community
and freedom. One thousand Oregonians went to
NYC soon after September 11 to show that we
stand shoulder to shoulder. Hundreds of Orego-
nians are there today.

Our Nation has endured, and will, in spite of
everything, thrive. Today, as we look back and
remember who and what we have lost, we feel
keenly the sense of security that we no longer
take for granted. But we will not trade freedom
for security. We will move forward together and

build a future worthy of our courageous fore-
bears, and all that they did to bring us to where
we are today.

Hon. Cliff Stearns

OF FLORIDA

Mr. Speaker, I rise today not only to com-
memorate the lives lost September 11, 2001, but
also to celebrate the indomitable American spirit
that has been displayed since, and finally to re-
mind our enemies that we are not finished with
them. It has been a year to the date since an or-
ganization of men decided to test the resolve of
the American people. With blind faith, un-
abashed cowardice, and intentions of terror, these
men, these terrorists took the lives of over 3,000
men, women, and children. Through this evil act
these men hoped to strike deep at our security,
to impact the very fiber of our country’s spirit.
But as the towers fell, American flags rose, defy-
ing those who would attempt to shake the bal-
ance of freedom and power that we enjoy in this
country. On that day the most diverse country
on the planet was attacked, and from the twisted
and smoldering wreckage arose the bond that has
connected us all.

Many claimed that we would never be the
same; that an inescapable change had come over
our country. On the contrary, I feel that we have
changed for the better. We are a stronger coun-
try, united in the face of tragedy. The terrorists
failed to realize that there is no changing the
American spirit, only revealing it. After the 1rth,
the spirit of America revealed itself all across this
country. From the thousands who donated blood,
to the thousands more who donated time, re-
sources and love to the task of not only repairing
buildings but also repairing the hearts of those
who lost loved ones on that tragic day. In the
few days following 9/11 we wondered how we
would respond to these cowardly acts. It has now
been a year since that day, and I feel we have
responded quickly and accurately. In the past
year we have been able to witness as a country
the power and resourcefulness of our armed serv-
ices. Combining both new and old world tactics
we have seen Special Forces mounted on horse-
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back calling in the amazing payload of a B-—1
bomber. In a foreign and alien terrain we have
seen the men and women of our armed services
petform and adapt in outstanding fashion. Mr.
Speaker, as cochairman of the Air Force Caucus
I realize the increasing importance of our Air
Force in current and future campaigns. Nowhere
has this importance been more felt than in the
precision strikes made in Afghanistan in our war
against terror. As we continue to hunt down
those responsible, we also continue the rebuild-
ing process both home and abroad. As voices rise
today in freedom from the sites of these grizzly
attacks, soon also shall memorials rise, as a con-
tinual reminder of that day and the way in which
we, as Americans have reacted in the year since.

And, as America has reacted this year, we have
struggled with the tender balance between secu-
rity and freedom. While we of course must gird
our Nation for safety, are we eroding freedom
and curtailing civil liberties and privacy in the
process? Our Federal buildings, once the most
open of any nation, are becoming barricaded for-
tresses, with streets closed for blocks around, and
loss of access. Airport travelers shed clothing,
common tools in their toiletry kit, and their pa-
tience in the name of passenger screening. Future
airport security measures may chillingly include
smart-technology that scans a traveler’s identi-
fication or body feature, and searches a database
including information as personal as financial sta-
bility or neighborhood involvement, in the name
of determining who is a trusted traveler. State
legislatures ponder the Model State Emergency
Powers Act, wherein a Governor might be grant-
ed powers to quarantine citizens, force immuni-
zations, and seize medical records, in the name
of public health. I hope that as we strengthen
our Nation, we keep sight of the sublime prin-
ciple of liberty on which the Nation was found-
ed, and think about the overreaching con-
sequences of binding the cords too tightly. The
terrorists attacked our freedom; we should not at-
tack our own freedoms.

Turning from thoughts of ourselves to those
of our aggressors, I remind my colleagues that
we are facing an enemy who despises our very
existence. They are consumed by a hate of a
country that, despite its faults, is open to all peo-

ple regardless race or religion. We operate under
principles of freedom, the ability to pursue life,
liberty and happiness. As such, our country is
fighting with hope against terror, and freedom
against oppression. Our enemies will never know
freedom, because they are imprisoned by hate,
and for that, they have already lost. Former U.S.
Secretary of Defense Casper Weinberger stated
that “The will of the American people once
aroused ... is capable of accomplishing all the
things that have to be done.” As long as we con-
tinue to maintain a moral high ground in this
campaign and take the appropriate and precise
responsive measures, the will of the people of this

county will know no bounds.

Much has been said and will be said today
about what happened a year ago. As observers,
we have an obligation to the families and the vic-
tims. We must remember our fellow sufferers;
that is the salve we offer the families. We also
must remember those who terrorize us, as it is
judgment on our enemies. Do not forget: It was
cold-blooded,

well-executed, carefully plotted massacre of thou-

a massacre—a well-organized,
sands of Americans. It was perversion—of a faith
that preaches peace and tolerance. It was a mes-
sage—delivered by maniacal men in possession
of a perverse theocratic ideology. It was a
crime—that must be paid for. It was an inva-
sion—which damaged every sense of safety in
every person who tried to sleep that night. For
all the many things it was, it was also the begin-
ning of a war that is not yet over.

And as much as there is to say about this day,
one thing we have learned i