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COMMANDERS-IN-CHIEF, VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS
OF THE UNITED STATES

(Including societies that amalgamated to form Veterans of Foreign Wars)

The Veterans of Foreign Service and the Army of the Philippines amalgamated
at Denver, CO, August 1913, forming the Veterans of Foreign Wars as it is today.
However, the birth of the order dates from September 29, 1899, when the first
national officers were elected and the eligibility clause adopted. The original chap-
ter was granted October 11, 1899.

* indicates deceased

American Veterans of Foreign Service

1899-1900 James C. Putnam* . ................ ... Elected at Columbus, Ohio.
1900-1901 Maj. Will S. White* .. ......... ... ... Elected at Columbus, Ohio.
1901-1902 Maj. Will S. White* . ... ............. .. Elected at Columbus, Ohio.
1902-1903 James Romanis* . .......... Elected at Washington Courthouse, Ohio.
1903-1904 James Romanis* . .................... Elected at Cincinnati, Ohio.
1904-1905 James Romanis* . .................... Elected at Cincinnati, Ohio.
1905-1906 George Metzger* ................ Elected at Altoona, Pennsylvania.
1906-1907 Charles H. Devereaux* . ............... Elected at Cincinnati, Ohio.
1907-1908 David T. Nevin* . . ...... Elected at James Exposition Grounds, Virginia.
1908-1909 ). Alfred Judge* ................. Elected at Lebanon, Pennsylvania.
1909-1910 ). Alfred Judge* ................ Elected at Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.
1910-1911 Robert J, Woodside* . . ............ Elected at Jersey City, New Jersey.
1911-1912 Robert J, Woodside* . ......... Elected at Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.
1912-1913 Robert J, Woodside* ............ Elected at Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.

American Veterans of Foreign Service
(Eastern Branch)

1903-1904 Capt. Robert S. Hansburg * .. .... ... Elected at Altoona, Pennsylvania.
1904-1905 HO.Kelly * . ... o . Elected at Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania

(The above two organizations amalgamated September 1905, at Altoona, Pennsylvania.)

Army of the Philippines

1900-1901 Gen. FrancisV. Greene * .. ............ Elected at Denver, Colorado.
1901-1902 Gen. Irving Hale * ................. Elected at Salt Lake City, Utah.
1902-1903 Gen.IrvinHale* ................. Elected at Council Bluffs, lowa.
1903-1904 Gen. Charles King * ................ Elected at St. Paul, Minnesota.
1904-1905 Gen. Wilder S. Metcalf * ............. Elected at St. Louis, Missouri.
1905-1906 Col. Alfred S. Frost * . ................. Elected at Chicago, lllinois.
1906-1907 Gen. Arthur MacArthur * .. ........ ... Elected at Des Moines, lowa.
1907-1908 Capt. HA. Crow * . ............... Elected at Kansas City, Missouri.
1908-1909 Maj. PJ.H. Farrell * ... ... ... .. ... Elected at Galesburg, Illinois.
1909-1910  Col. Charles L. Jewett * .. ... ... .. Elected at Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.
1910-1911 AH.Anderson *. . ... .. ... ... .. Elected at Chicago, lllinois.
1911-1912 F. Warner Karling* .................. Elected at Detroit, Michigan.
1912-1913 F. Warner Karling * .................. Elected at Lincoln, Nebraska.



VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS OF THE UNITED STATES

1913-1914
1914-1915
1915-1916
1916-1917
1917-1918
1918-1919
1919-1920
1920-1921
1921-1922
1922-1923
1923-1924
1924-1925
1925-1926
1926-1927
1927-1928
1928-1929
1929-1930
1930-1931
1931-1932
1932-1933
1933-1934
1934-1935
1935-1936
1936-1937
1937-1938
1938-1939
1939-1940
1940-1941
1941-1942
1942-1943
1943-1944
1944-1945
1945-1946
1946-1947
1947-1948
1948-1949

1949-1950

1950-1951

1951-1952

1952-1953

1953-1954

1954-1955

1955-1956

1956-1957

1957-1958

1958-1959

1959-1960

1960-1961

1961-1962

Rice W. Means*
Thomas Crago *
Gus Hartung*
Albert Rabin*
William Ralston*
F. Warner Karling*
F. Warner Karling*

Robert G. Woodside* . .

Robert G. Woodside* .
Tillinghast Huston*
Gen. Lloyd M. Brett* . .
John H. Dunn*
Fred Stover*
Theodore Stitt*

Frank T. Strayer*
Eugene P. Carver*
Kezekiah N. Duff*
Paul C. Wolman*

Darold D. DeCoe*
Adm. Robert E. Coontz*
James E. Van Zandt*
James E. Van Zandt*
James E. Van Zandt*
Bernard W. Kearny*
Scott P. Squyres*
Eugene I. Van Antwerp*
Otis N. Brown*
Joseph C. Menendez* .
Max Singer*
Robert T. Merrill
Carl S. Schoeninger* . .
Jean A. Brunner*
Joseph M. Stack*
Louis E. Starr*
Ray H. Brannaman* ..
Lyall T. Beggs *

Clyde A. Lewis

Charles C. Ralls*
Frank C. Hilton
James W. Cothran*
Wayne E. Richards*
Merton B. Tice*
Timothy J. Murphy*
Cooper T. Holt

Richard L. Roudebush™ ..

John W. Mahan
Louis G. Feldmann*
T.C. Connell
Robert E. Hansen

......... Elected at Denver, Colorado.
..... Elected at Pittsburg, Pennsylvania.
......... Elected at Detroit, Michigan.
.......... Elected at Chicago, lllinois.
....... Elected at New York, New York.

.. . .Elected at Minneapolis, Minnesota.
.. .Elected at Providence, Rhode Island.
......... Elected at Washington, D.C.

......... Elected at Detroit, Michigan.

....... Elected at Seattle, Washington.

.......... Elected at Norfolk, Virginia.
.. . .Elected at Atlantic City, New Jersey.

......... Elected at Tulsa, Oklahoma.

............ Elected at El Paso, Texas.

.. .Elected at Providence, Rhode Island.
...... Elected at Indianapolis, Indiana.

........ Elected at St. Paul, Minnesota.
....... Elected at Baltimore, Maryland.

...... Elected at Kansas City, Missouri.
..... Elected at Sacramento, California.
..... Elected at Milwaukee, Wisconsin.
....... Elected at Louisville, Kentucky.
... .Elected at New Olreans, Louisiana

......... Elected at Denver, Colorado.

........ Elected at Buffalo, New York.
......... Elected at Columbus, Ohio.
..... Elected at Boston, Massachusetts.

..... Elected at Los Angeles, California.

. .Elected at Philidelphia, Pennsylvania.
......... Elected at Cincinnati, Ohio.

....... Elected at New York, New York.
.......... Elected at Chicago, Illinois.
.......... Elected at Chicago, lllinois.

..... Elected at Boston, Massachusetts.

.......... Elected at Cleveland, Ohio.

.......... Elected at St. Louis, Missouri..
.............. Elected at Miami, Florida.
............. Elected at Chicago, lllinois.

.......... Elected at New York, New York.
........ Elected at Los Angeles, California.

........ Elected at Milwaukee, Wisconsin.

...... Elected at Philidelphia, Pennsylvania.
........ Elected at Boston, Massachusetts.

............... Elected at Dallas, Texas.
......... Elected at Miami Beach, Florida.

.......... Elected at New York, New York.
........ Elected at Los Angeles, California.

............ Elected at Detroit, Michigan.
......... Elected at Miami Beach, Florida.



1962-1963
1963-1964
1964-1965
1965-1966
1966-1967
1967-1968
1968-1969
1969-1970
1970-1971
1971-1972
1972-1973
1973-1974
1974-1975
1975-1976
1976-1977
1977-1978
1978-1979
1979-1980
1980-1981
1980-1981
1980-1981
1982-1983
1983-1984
1984-1985
1985-1986
1986-1987
1987-1988
1988-1989
1989-1990
1990-1991
1991-1992
1992-1993
1993-1994
1994-1995
1995-1996

Byron B. Gentry* . ....... Elkected at Minneapolis, Minnesota.
Joseph J Lombardo* . ......... Elected at Seattle, Washinton.
John A Jenkins* .. .............. Elected at Cleveland, Ohio.
Andy Borg* . ... ... Ll Elected at Chicago, lllinois.
Leslie M. Fry* .. ............ Elected at New York, New York.
Joseph A. Scerra . ........ Elected at New Olreans, Louisiana.
Richard W. Homan ............ Elected at Detroit, Michigan.
Raymond A. Gallagher .. .Elected at Philidelphia, Pennsylvania.
Herbert R. Rainwater* ....... Elected at Miami Beach, Florida.
Joseph L. Vicites* . ................ Elected at Dallas, Texas.
Patrick E. Carr ........... Elected at Minneapolis, Minnesota.
RayR.Soden............ Elected at New Olreans, Louisiana.
John).Stang . ..... ... ... ... El;ected at Chicago, Illinois.
Thomas C. Walker ... ...... Elected at Los Angeles, California.
RD.Smith)r. .............. Elected at New York, New York.
Dr. John Wasylik ......... Elected at Minneapolis, Minnesota.
Eric Sandstrom . .................. Elected at Dallas, Texas.
Howard E. Vander Clute Jr. . .Elected at New Olreans, Louisiana.
TC.Selman* ............... ... Elected at Chicago, Illinois.
Arthur Fellwock . ... ... Succeeded T.C. Selman, Oct. 21, 1980.
Arthur Fellwock ........ Elected at Philidelphia, Pennsylvania.
James A. Currieo .......... Elected at Los Angeles, California.
Clifford C. Olson ... ...... Elected at New Olreans, Louisiana.
Billy Ray Cameron ............. Elected at Chicago, lllinois.
John S. Staum ....... ... . ... . ... . Elected at Dallas, Texas.
Norman G. Staab ........ Elected at Minneapolis, Minnesota.
Earl L. Stock* . ........... Elected at New Orleans, Louisiana.
Larry W. Rivers ................ Elected at Chicago, Illinois.
Walter G. Hogan ............. Elected at Las Vegas, Nevada.
James L. Kimery ............ Elected at Baltimore, Maryland.
Robert E. Wallace ........ Elected at New Orleans, Louisiana.
John M. Carney ............ Elected at Indianapolis, Indiana.
George R. Cramer . ............... Elected at Dallas, Texas.
Allen F. “Gunner” Kent . .. ...... Elected at Las Vegas, Nevada.
Paul A. Spera . ................ Elected at Phoenix, Arizona.
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VFW NATIONAL OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS, 1995-96

Commander-in-Chief ....... ... .. ... ... .. ... .. .... Paul A. Spera
Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief .................... James E. Nier
Junior Vice Commander-in-Chief . ................... John E. Moon
Adjutant General . ........ .. ... . . i Larry W. Rivers
Quartermaster General . ........ ... ... .. .. ... Joe L. Ridgley
Judge Advocate General . ......... ... ... ..... E. Spencer Walton
Surgeon General ........ ... ... ... ... Curtis O. Bohlman, M.D.
National Chaplain .. ...... ... ... .. ... ... ... Rev. Lyle N. Kell
National Chief of Staff . ....... .. ... .. .. ... ... ... John W. Smart
Inspector General . ........... .. ... .. ... .... Leroy Williams, Jr.
Assistant Adjutant General &

Executive Dir., Washington Office ................. James R. Currieo
Assistant Adjutant General, Administration ... ......... John J. Senk, Jr.
Assistant Adjutant General, Programs . ............ W. Benny Bachand
Assistant Quartermaster General .. .............. Lawrence M. Maher
Director, Accounting .. ............cc..ouieo.... Gary Housknecht
Director, Administrative Services . ............... Lawrence LeFebvre
Director, Americanism & Community Activities . . . .Michael J. Gormalley
Director, Emblem & Supply Department .. ........... M.L. “Bud” Cale
Director, General Services ... ................... David L. Swindler
Director, Insurance Programs . .. ............ ... ...... Robert Crow
Director, Marketing Services .................. Ronald G. Browning
Director, Membership ....... .. ... ... .. . ... Thomas Kissell
Director, National Convention ..................... Joseph D. Ross
Director, Post Services & Buddy Poppy ............. James R. Rowoldt
Director, Publications & Editor, VFW Magazine ........ Richard K. Kolb
Director, Public Affairs, Kansas City ............... Steve Van Buskirk
Director, Purchasing & Life Membership ... ......... Robert B. Greene
Director, VFW Foundation . ................ Robbie Fazen Marchant
Director, VFW Properties . ........... ... ... .... Billy R. Weissend
Director, Voice of Democracy,

Youth Activities & Safety .......... ... ... .... Gordon R. Thorson
National Service Officer &

Director, National Veterans Service ... ........... Frederico Juarbe, Jr.
Director, National Legislative Service ............... James N. Magill
Director, National Security & Foreign Affairs . .. ... Kenneth A. Steadman
Director, Political Action Committee . ............. M. Kelly Goddard
Director, Public Affairs, Washington Office .......... William G. Smith
Director, Veterans Employment . ................... Sidney Daniels
Administrative Assistant to Adjutant General .......... Russell Cutright
Administrative Assistant to Washington Office ....... Edward L. Andrew
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REGIONAL NATIONAL COUNCIL OF
ADMINISTRATION MEMBERS, 1995-96

DISTRICT 1 (ME,NH,VT) ..... ... ... ... ... ...... Arthur J. Roy
DISTRICT 2 (MA,CT) ... . .. Edward S. Banas, Sr.
DISTRICT 3 (MD,Rl) ........ ... ... ...... Armondo C. Azzinaro
DISTRICT 4 (DC,DE EU) .................. Benjamin Pernol, Jr.
DISTRICT 5 (N, MO) ...... ... i John L. Dahman
DISTRICT 6 (VA,WV) . ... ... .. .. .. .. .... George E. McCracken
DISTRICT 7 (TN, KY) ... .. . ... Roy C. Womble
DISTRICT 8 (GA,AL) ... .. .. .. ... ... ... Charles B. Stephenson
DISTRICT 9 (SC,NC) ... . . George M. Pullie
DISTRICT10 (OK,AR) . ....... ... .. ....... James E. Newman, Sr.
DISTRICT 11T (WL IA) ... Bernard J. Boyle
DISTRICT 12 (SD,ND, WY) . ........ ... . . ... Charles E. Fresorger
DISTRICT 13 (NE, KS) . ... ... .. . . . . . ... Jack L. Armagost
DISTRICT 14 (MT, WA, ID) ........ ... .. ... .... Randall E. Russell
DISTRICT 15 (NM, CO,AZ) . ...... ... .. ...... James H. Ferguson
DISTRICT 16 (CE, PAC,AK, HI) . ................. Norbert K. Enos
DISTRICT17 (UT, NV, OR) ...... ... .. .. .. .. ...... Gary L. Clark
DISTRICT 19 (LA, MS) .. .. e J. Hollis Smith
DISTRICT A (Pennsylvania) ................ Americo D. Diloretto
DISTRICT B (llinois) . ........ .. .. .. ....... Russell R. Rieke, Sr.
DISTRICT C (NewYork) ...... .. ... .. .. .. ... Ralph U. DeMarco
DISTRICT D (Ohio) ... .o s, Terry A. Roan
DISTRICT E (Minnesota) .......... ..., Dean E. Means
DISTRICT F (Michigan) ......... .. ... ... .... Wayne A. Buck
DISTRICT G (California) ........... .. ... ... Raymond C. Sisk
DISTRICT H (Texas) .........c. . Manuel O. Rivas
DISTRICT | (New]Jersey) ...................... George J. Lisicki
DISTRICT J (Florida) ......... .. .. ... ... .... Eugene R. Manfrey
Past Commander-in -Chief . ......... ... ... ........ Allen F. Kent
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Paul A. Spera
Commander-in-Chief
1995-96
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James E. Nier
Commander-in-Chief
1996-97
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VFW NATIONAL OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS, 1996-97

Commander-in-Chief .. ........ . ... . ... .. ........ James E. Nier
Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief ... ................. John E. Moon
Junior Vice Commander-in-Chief ................. Thomas A.Pouliot
Adjutant General . ....... ... ... . . i Larry W. Rivers
Quartermaster General . ........ ... ... ... .. ... Joe L. Ridgley
Judge Advocate General . ....... ... ... ... ... .. Leonard R. Herrst
Surgeon General ......... ... ... ... . oL Robert W. Reif
National Chaplain .......... ... ... ... ... ... William J. Bleiler
National Chiefof Staff . ........ ... ... ... .. ... ... Bill E. Lark
Inspector General . ........... .. ... ... ...... Charles R. Stephens
Assistant Adjutant General &

Executive Dir., Washington Office ............. Kenneth A. Steadman
Assistant Adjutant General, Administration .. .......... John J. Senk, Jr.
Assistant Adjutant General, Programs . ............ W. Benny Bachand
Assistant Adjutant General, Marketing .. ......... Ronald G. Browning
Assistant Quartermaster General . ............... Lawrence M. Maher
Director, Administrative Services . ............... Lawrence LeFebvre
Director, Americanism & Community Activities . . . .Michael J. Gormalley
Director, Emblem & Supply Department . ........... M. L. “Bud” Cale
Director, Finance and Human Resources . .. ......... Robert B. Greene
Director, Insurance Programs . .. ............ ... ...... Robert Crow
Director, Membership . ......... .. ... ... ... ... Thomas L. Kissell
Director, Membership Reporting/State Coordinator . .. .Gary Housknecht
Director, National Convention ..................... Joseph D. Ross
Director, Post Services & Buddy Poppy ............. James R. Rowoldt
Director, Publications & Editor, VFW Magazine ........ Richard K. Kolb
Director, Public Affairs . .. .......... ... ... ... ... Steve Van Buskirk
Director, VFW Foundation ................. Robbie Fazen Marchant
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SUMMARY OF PROCEEDINGS
OF THE 97TH NATIONAL CONVENTION OF THE
VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS OF THE UNITED STATES
LOUISVILLE, KENTUCKY AUGUST 18-23, 1996

ANNUAL MEMORIAL SERVICE
SUNDAY, AUGUST 18, 1996

(The Memorial Service of the 97th Annual Convention of the Veterans
of Foreign Wars of the United States, held at the Commonwealth
Convention Center, Louisville, Kentucky, was called to order at 8:30 o’clock
a.m., with Commander-in-Chief Paul A. Spera, presiding. The Gold Star
Parents, Gold Star Wives, National Officers and Past National Chaplains
were escorted by the Department of Kentucky Ladies Auxiliary.)

CALL TO ORDER

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: Sergeants-at-Arms, you will prepare
the room for the advancement and posting of the Colors.

ADVANCE OF COLORS

(Whereupon, the VFW National Honor Guard advanced the Colors, fol-
lowed by the Pledge of Allegiance.)

INVOCATION

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF KENT: Will you, please, stand for the
Invocation by our National Chaplain.

VFW NATIONAL CHAPLAIN LYLE N. KELL: Let us pray. Our Heavenly
Father, as we meet here for this solemn occasion today, we believe that it is
very adequate remembering the lives of thousands upon thousands of men
and women that have given so that we can have the freedom that we have.

We praise you, God, for giving us these freedoms. We praise you for
letting us live, but we come with tears in our heart for those families that
have lost loved ones and thankful for those men and women that gave their
lives for our country.

We ask your blessings on this solemn occasion. Touch each of our
hearts in a very special way as only you, God, can do. We will praise you
forever more. Amen.

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: The Invocation was given by the
Reverend Lyle Kell. Please remain standing and join me now in the Star
Spangled Banner.

(Whereupon, the National Anthem was played at this time.)

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: We will now have a selection from



the Master’s Men Chorale.
(Whereupon, the Master’s Men Chorale sang the “Battle Hymn of the
Republic.”)

IN MEMORIAM

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: Comrades, Ladies of the Auxiliary
and Friends: We have met at this time to commemorate our comrades of
the United States Armed Forces who have answered the last call. The VFW
Ritual provides that the audience shall refrain from applauding. The Chief
of Staff will see that there are no disturbances during this ceremony.

NATIONAL CHIEF OF JOHN SMART: Comrade Commander-in-Chief,
your order will be obeyed.

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: | request that the National Chaplain
preside.

(National Chaplain Lyle N. Kell presided during the Memorial Services
performed by the National Officers in accordance with the Ritual.)

(At the conclusion of the Memorial Service, the Master’s Men Chorale
led the assembly in singing “America.”)

INTRODUCTION OF SPEAKER

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: It is my honor at this time to intro-
duce our Memorial Address speaker. Rear Admiral A. Bryon Holderby is
the Deputy Chief of Chaplains of the United States Navy.

Chaplain Holderby received his Master of Divinity degree in 1963 from
the Lutheran Theological Southern Seminary in Columbia, South Carolina.
Following his ordination in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America,

Chaplain Holderby received his Master of Counseling degree from the
University of North Florida in Jacksonville, Florida. Chaplain Holderby was
commissioned into the Naval Reserve in 1967. Beginning his active naval
duty ministry in that same year, he has served in various overseas and state
side assignments, to include his present assignment of the Deputy Chief of
Chaplains since 1994.

His awards and decorations include the Legion of Merit, Meritorious
Service Medal, three Navy Commendation Medals, the Navy Achievement
Medal, the National Defense Service Medal and Meritorious Unit Citation
and the Vietnam Service Medal. Chaplain Holderby is married to the former
Barbara Clark Thiel. They have two daughters and five grandchildren.

Ladies and gentlemen, please join me in giving a warm welcome to
Chaplain Holderby.

MEMORIAL ADDRESS

REAR ADMIRAL HOLDERBY: Good morning, ladies and gentlemen. It
is good that you are here, that we can be here together to honor American



men and women who fought in defense of freedom of our land around the
world.

I am a little overwhelmed by the sacredness of this moment, if you will,
as you and | recall all that has been given for the sake of a peaceful world.

My office in Washington, D.C. overlooks Arlington National Cemetery
where the bodies of men and women just like you and me lie. We can’t
help but think of the fact that they had the same concerns, the same hopes
and disappointments and triumphs, tears and laughter and loves that we all
have. Somewhere in that cemetery there may lie a person who could have
discovered the cure for cancer or found a way to stop wars forever. But
instead they lie silently in that sacred soil as our memories. Some of us may
live today because they died. It is only fitting that we honor them.

Let us not, however, fail to honor one another. That we live while oth-
ers died was not our decision, it was God’s. God calls us sometimes to a
playground and sometimes to a battleground, and we have done our best
with God’s help to respond. Not a single one of you feel that you have in
any way done less. You were there.

Let us remember, too, to honor those who wore no uniform, stepped
on no battlefield, but whose pain and fear and sacrifice were every bit as
great, our families, our loved ones. Finally, this morning, let us honor
America, the great experiment, the dream of the oppressed, the beacon of
hope for all people around the world.

The words we speak here today, the feelings, the memories are all very
real. There is a tendency in our world today not to trust words too much.
It is said that Lyndon Johnson, in the course of his campaign, told some
small farmers that he understood their problem because he was a rancher
himself.

One of the farmers said, “Well, how big is your place?”

“Oh, it's big,” said Johnson in his Texas drawl. “It is really big. 1 can
get in my car in the morning and the sun is up and I can drive all day long
and at sundown | am just getting to the other side of my property.”

“Yeah,” relied one of the farmers, “I know how that is. | had a car like
that once myself.” Our words, our memories, our feelings are real.

Certainly, it is true that our world is not perfect. Some even despair that
it’s close to being broken. The question is occasionally asked, “Is this soci-
ety what we fought to preserve?” The answer seems to be yes and no. We
didn’t fight to preserve what is wrong in our society, but there is so much
good in it and maybe, just maybe, you and | have been spared, been left on
this earth to build on the good and try and change that which isn’t good.

In a Calvin and Hobbes’ cartoon, Calvin says, “You could step in the
road tomorrow and, wham, you get hit by a cement truck. That’s why my
motto is ‘Live for the Moment.” What's your motto?” Hobbes answered:
“Look down the road.”

| think that is part of what we are here to do today. To not only pay trib-
ute to the men and women who have served our country well, but to look
down the road. To agree on ways we can keep faith with those that fought



before us and with each other by making a difference in our society today,
not just for ourselves, but for a world that looks to us still as a place where
justice and human worth are valued and protected.

Last year the Chief of Chaplains, Don Muchow, was in Warsaw, Poland,
at a gathering of church and military leaders of the NATO countries and for-
mer Soviet bloc nations. During that meeting, he was sitting next to a Polish
Army General that said to him, “My wife and | were married by a priest in
the woods, and our children were baptized in the forest. The Soviets may
have occupied our land,” he said, “but they never took over our hearts.”

But even more telling were the words of the former Director of the
Soviet KGB who in a meeting in Washington said to our Chiefs of Chaplains
of the three services, “I need you to help us establish a Chaplain Corps. |
have soldiers who can't tell the truth or keep a promise. | have soldiers who
have no moral compass.”

All around the world people look to this country for hope. This coun-
try that you have fought to preserve, this country whose good you now fight
to uphold. Not a perfect place, seemingly beset with crime and self-inter-
est, our weapons are these.

To be people of integrity, Stephen Carter of Harvard University defines
integrity this way: “First,” he writes, “you must decide between right and
wrong. Then you must live by that decision even at personal cost, and final-
ly you must proclaim that the basis for what you are doing is your commit-
ment to do what you know to be right.”

In short, we must do what we say we are. Then our words can be trust-
ed and carry weight. The second effective weapon in this fight for the right
is to accept responsibility for each other. “God does not comfort us to make
us comfortable, but to make us comforters.” We are our brother’s and our
sister’s keeper. There will be no joy for any of us in this world, until there
is joy for all of us. Racism, sexism, anything that makes one group superi-
or to another has no place in our land.

An Army Chaplain speaking at the cemetery on the Island of Iwo Jima
50 years ago caught the vision perfectly. He said: “Beneath this soil lie peo-
ple who loved America; rich and poor, white and black, Hispanic, native
American, Catholics, Jews, Protestants and others. Deep in the soil where
they lie, there is no discrimination or quotas, no hatred, just the purest
democracy. Anyone among us, the living, who fails to see that, can betray
their sacrifice. Any one of us who lifts a hand in hate against another, or
thinks one’s self superior to another makes of this day a mockery.”

| think, perhaps, the final weapon needed for a strong America is civil-
ity. The acknowledgement that everyone has worth and should be so treat-
ed. In a very powerful book entitled “Achilles in Vietnam”, the author, a
psychiatrist named Jonathan Shay, who works with Vietnam Veterans,
makes this observation: “The ancient Greeks, warlike as they were, did not
dishonor the enemy. We, in our country, have tended to do so. And the
price to be paid for that is often disaster.”

During World War I, the Japanese considered Americans too soft to



endure the strain of extended submarine duty and so didn’t pay too much
attention to their anti-submarine capability and it cost them dearly in lost
shipping. On our side, we considered the Japanese physically and mental-
ly inferior, too nearsighted to fly planes effectively and too dumb to design
good ones, so the Japanese Zeros destroyed out fleet in Hawaii and our Air
Force in the Philippines.

But the price to individuals can be terribly high, too, as the high rate of
post-traumatic stress endured by Vietnam Veterans has demonstrated for the
past twenty-some years. The doctor through years of treatment of tortured
men has concluded that the first step in recovery is to restore honor to the
enemy.

“For,” he says, “a veteran'’s self-respect never fully recovers so long as
he is unable to see the enemy as worthy.” And in like manner, citizens can-
not enjoy real self-respect so long as they are unable to respect their neigh-
bors. So these weapons, integrity, a sense of responsibility for each other
and civility can have real impact on the pain in our society. But as power-
ful as they are, they will fail if used simply to restore a sense of calm and
lack of conflict.

We are a powerful, compassionate, caring nation, truly a beacon of
hope for the world. But a nation struggling to be even more, to be what we
set out to be, a land of opportunity, of restraint, a peaceful country with lib-
erty and justice for all.

To be this, to be all that we can be as the slogan goes, we must under-
stand ourselves as having been put here for that purpose. Not born acci-
dentally in this country but placed here by God to help the world by serv-
ing the world.

You, my friends, have been leading the way. | commend you. Today as
we honor the dead and thank the living and the families for their courage
and commitment and sacrifice, what better way to do it than to commit our-
selves to the growth and health of our nation under God, the hope of the
world.

Thank you, ladies and gentlemen, for letting me share these moments
with you.

NATIONAL CHAPLAIN KELL: We have not been left hopeless, but
wonderfully hopeful. That is my word to you.

(Whereupon, the Master’s Men Chorale sang “America the Beautiful.”)

INTRODUCTION OF WILLIAM D. CHESTER, JR.

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: At this time | would like to introduce
the State Chaplain of the Chapel of Four Chaplains, William D. Chester, Jr.

PRESENTATION OF THE CHAPEL OF FOUR CHAPLAINS
LEGION OF HONOR BRONZE MEDALLION

CHAPLAIN WILLIAM CHESTER: Thank you, Commander-in-Chief, for



allowing us to be a part of your program. As State Chaplain for the
American Legion of Kentucky, memorial services always seem to do some-
thing for us. It is good that we always remember those who guide and help
us.

| come to you today representing the Chapel of Four Chaplains, an
organization founded in honor of the four chaplains who on February 3,
1943, were on a troop ship, the Dorchester, off the coast of Greenland.
Their boat was torpedoed and immediately pandemonium broke out.

There were not enough life jackets to take care of those on deck and it
was not enough of anything to take care of them, but these four chaplains,
namely, one Catholic, two Protestants and one Jew, they had their life jack-
ets on but they took their life jackets off and gave them to four G.1.s.

When the ship went down, the story goes that these four chaplains
were singing, standing arm in arm praying to the God that had meant so
much to each and every one of us.

To recognize the many acts of volunteerism, brotherhood and sacrifice
among Americans of every age, every station of life, the chaplains have
established its Legion of Honor program. The bronze medallion, which |
will present to your Commander-in-Chief in just a second, is an award given
by the Chapel in recognition of exceptional service on the part of an indi-
vidual which contributes to the well-being of others at the national and
world level, and the spirit of interfaith cooperation.

The Commander-in-Chief and the National Chaplain will come for-
ward. | have several presentations to make to him. The plaque reads, “The
Legion of Honor Bronze Medallion is presented to Paul A. Spera,
Commander-in-Chief of the VFW 1995-96, by the Chapel of Four
Chaplains, Valley Forge, Pennsylvania, in recognition of outstanding service
to all people regardless of race or faith. This award symbolizes for all
Americans and for all time the unity of this nation founded upon the father-
hood of one God.”

It is signed by the Chief Chaplain of the Chapel of Four Chaplains. It is
my distinct pleasure to present this to the Commander-in-Chief, and also
with it goes the medallion, which | am pleased to put around his neck. |
don’t know whether | should give him a French kiss or not. (Laughter) You
can’t do that with the glasses on.

It is a distinct honor for us to be here with you today and God bless you
and | hope you have a successful Convention.

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: Now, the Master’'s Men Chorale will
sing “God Bless America.”

(Whereupon, the Master's Men Chorale sang “God Bless
America.”)

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: We will now have the Benediction
by Rabbi Shmuel Mann from the Keneseth Israel Synagogue.

BENEDICTION



RABBI SHMUEL MANN: The Memorial Service in the Jewish tradition
opens with these verses from the holy scriptures. “Lord, are we human that
you have regard for us, mere mortals that you take account of us. You have
made us lower than the angels. We are like the breath, our days are like
the free shadow.

“Teach us to number our days that we maintain a heart of wisdom. We
are strong and upright for the future of the man in peace. The Lord redeems
the life and the sermon, and those who trust in shall not feel forsaken.”

Although these words apply to all human beings, a greater degree of
poignancy in the sense of meaningfulness seems to attack these verses
when we recite them as we memorialize our fallen soldiers with our ser-
vicemen and women who were the martyr in the cause of freedom.

It is tragic and hopeful that human lives are like fleeting shadows to
begin to be cut down in their prime defending against the savage and tyran-
ny of those who would seek to launch assaults on the freedom and inde-
pendence of peace loving people.

We human beings, who were created and intended by God to be only
a little less than the angels have proven time and again we are much less
than divine and gravitate more to the reality of savagery. It is the most bit-
ter irony that the human beings, the most divine, intellectually and moral-
ly capable of animal kingdom should sink to the level in most respects
exceedingly combative warlike species, using our intellect to perfect mas-
sive and ingenuous methods of human self-destruction.

So today as we solemnly and reverently remember our fallen heroes
and comrades, let us pray that almighty God will inspire all peoples to learn
the lesson of past wars, that it is by remembering that each and every
human being is created in the image of God and that God is every man’s
pedigree, God is either fair of all or of no man, the image of God is either
in every person or in no man.

Therefore, no one has the right to attack the freedom or independence
of another. Each and every person has the inalienable rights to liberty and
peace. Knowing to the human capacities for overzealousness, greed and
egocentrisms, we must forever remember that in critical times men and
women can save their lives only by risking them.

Often our best and bravest must go to war, wage the fight on the bat-
tlefield to preserve the peace and peace-loving people. Almighty God,
teach us to learn peace and may no one learn war anymore. The sword may
conquer for a while, but the spirit conquers forever.

It is only the spirit of humanness in our daily dealings with our neigh-
bors and the spirit of brotherhood among peoples, the air of civility among
religions and governments to set the stage for what we call the days of uni-
versal peace. Nations shall not lift up swords against nations, nor shall
they learn war anymore.

The evolution of humankind, though tragically marked by frequent,
brutal, hardened reactions does move irresistibly in the direction of univer-
sal security and freedom. Each and every one of us has the enormous



responsibility and sacred duty to be involved in this inexorable process.

With each mitzvah, each good deed, each observance of the com-
mandment, noble attention and kind word, we all contribute toward this
goal. May the memory of our slain heroes remain forever etched in our
consciences as we recall the unanswered cries for salvation of our martyred
soldiers and victims of tyranny.

We must pledge ourselves never to be silent in the face of tyranny or
justice. We must transform grief into compassion, we must give evidence
of our memory paths through acts of kindness and courage. Thus, while our
actions serve as monuments to the spirit of those who perished, the Lord,
remember their martyred children as we pledge to remember them.

| conclude with the two last stanzas of a poem entitled “Weep Not For
Them”, composed by a father of one of the four chaplains representing the
three faiths, Catholic, Jewish and Protestant, which | only found out very
recently, being a Canadian and learning of the story of the four chaplains
who gave their lives so others might live.

“Weep not for them, nor for their cause, our sons who faltered not.

“Weep only for ourselves who failed, who vowed the vow for God.

“Weep for ourselves, but vow again pledge in our children’s blood to
keep the faith, to win the peace, to make the world a brotherhood.”

Today, friends, as every day, we offer our thanksgiving to Thee, O Lord,
for your steadfast love and guidance in our pursuit of justice, in furtherance
of liberty and peace. May the souls of our comrades be bound up in the
bonds of eternal life and may you soon spread for all of us and the entire
world your tabernacle of peace. For this we pray and thank you. Amen.

RETIRING OF COLORS

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: Sergeant-at-Arms, you will retire the
colors.

(Whereupon, the Retiring of the Colors was performed by the VFW
National Honor Guard.)

SERGEANT-AT-ARMS GEORGE SARVER: Comrade Commander-in-
Chief, the closing ceremonies have been performed.

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: Please join me in thanking for their
beautiful performance this morning, The Master’s Men Chorale. | want to
thank all of those who participated in this morning’s Memorial Service, and
| have a very special thank you to each and every one of you within this hall
today to help us memorialize those of our comrades who have gone on
before us. Thank you very much.

(Whereupon, the meeting was recessed at 10:15 o’clock a.m.)

JOINT OPENING SESSION

MONDAY, AUGUST 19, 1996



(The Joint Opening Session of the 97th National Convention of the
Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States and the 83rd National
Convention of the Ladies Auxiliary was called to order on Monday, August
19, 1996, at 9:00 o’clock a.m., in the Commonwealth Convention Center,
Louisville, Kentucky, by Comrade W. J. Cannon, Chairman of the VFW 97th
National Convention Committee.)

COMRADE W. J. CANNON: Comrades and sisters, let me have your
attention, please. Comrades and sisters, | am W. J. Cannon, Chairman for
this, the 97th VFW National Convention. | welcome you on behalf of
myself and all who are working so hard to make this our most successful
Convention ever.

We sincerely hope the time you spend with us this week will reinvigo-
rate your pride in our nation, renew your commitment to America’s veter-
ans and bring new excitement to your work as a member of the Veterans of
Foreign Wars and its Ladies Auxiliary.

Please rise as we officially open this Convention with the Advancing of
the Colors.

National Sergeant-at-Arms, you will prepare the room to advance and
post the colors.

NATIONAL SERGEANT-AT-ARMS GEORGE SARVER: Yes, sir.

ADVANCEMENT OF COLORS

(Whereupon, the National Honor Guard advanced the colors at this
time and the Pledge of Allegiance was given.)

INVOCATION

COMRADE CANNON: And now for this morning’s Invocation, the
National Chaplain of the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States, the
Reverend Lyle N. Kell.

(Whereupon, National Chaplain Kell gave the Invocation.)

NATIONAL SERGEANT-AT-ARMS SARVER: Comrade Chairman, the
Opening Ceremonies have been performed.

COMRADE CANNON: We will dim the lights and ask that you all sit
back and relax as we present a video of the “Call to Duty” year.

(Whereupon, a video presentation entitled “Call to Duty” was pre-
sented at this time.)

INTRODUCTION - THE HONORABLE JERRY E. ABRAMSON,
MAYOR, CITY OF LOUISVILLE

COMRADE CANNON: This is the first time that the VFW National
Convention has been in Louisville, Kentucky, for a long, long time. It was
62 years ago in 1934, the 35th National Convention met here.

Even in 1934, Louisville was a major southern metropolis, growing and



prospering. A center of commerce, industry, agriculture and education. It
continues to be that today, and much of the current progress of this city is
due to the work of one individual.

Elected to the office of Mayor in 1985, he continues to fill that position
today as he serves his third four-year term. The administration of Mayor
Jerry E. Abramson has been dedicated to urban redevelopment, industrial
progress, improved housing, better education, protecting the environment,
city- wide recycling, job-training and cultural programs to improve the
quality of life here in this beautiful city beside the Ohio River.

Today Louisville stands as a shining example of what a city could be
and can be if it has the right kind of leadership.

Ladies and gentlemen, please give a warm VFW welcome to His Honor
the Mayor, Jerry E. Abramson, Mayor of our Host City, Louisville, Kentucky.

GREETINGS - THE HONORABLE JERRY ABRAMSON

MAYOR ABRAMSON: Thank you very much, and good morning. |
know there are folks out there. | just can’t see you. | do hear you. Good
morning. All right. | want to welcome you to Louisville. Now, where are
you? Right, you are in Louisville. You are not in “Louieville,” you are not
in “Louisville,” you are in Louisville. Have you got it? We were named
after King Louis, XVI, and we call ourselves Louisville.

It is really great to have you here. | bring you greetings on behalf of
all the citizens. 1 also have the good fortune of having a father who served
proudly for four years during World War II, a mother that was a WAC in the
United States Army, serving proudly for four years in World War 1l, and |
had the good fortune of spending two years in the Army during the Vietnam
era.

I will tell you what was great about having a mother in the United States
Army is that in the eighth grade, when | went to junior high, and that was
when everyone was wearing army jackets as eighth graders, my army jack-
et fit because | wore my mother’s.

It is wonderful to have you with us. We hope you have a great time.
We know you will. | saw a few of you out at the Kentucky State Fair over
the weekend, so some of you had gotten in early. That will be going on
throughout the rest of the week.

For those fellows who were baseball enthusiasts, you are here about
two weeks late. Right down the road, two blocks from here, is the
Louisville Slugger Museum. The largest baseball bat in the world is resting
up against the six-story building. You can’t miss it on Main Street.

If you had been here a couple of weeks ago, you would have had the
opportunity to see Ted Williams, Stan Musial,Harmon Killebrew, Ralph
Kiner, and our own Louisvillian, Pee Wee Reese. It was a great opportuni-
ty for us to dedicate the Louisville Slugger Museum.

If you have a chance in between all of these wonderful speeches you
are going to hear throughout the next couple of days, if you have a chance
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to mosey down Main Street, we hope you will take the time to see the
Louisville Slugger Museum.

We welcome you to our city. If you have a chance to go out two miles
to the Churchill Downs Museum. Although they are not running horse
races this time of the year, you will really get a feel of what it is like to be
here on the first Saturday in May.

It is again an honor for us to have you here. It has taken a long time
for you to come back, 1934. Since 1934, we have had World War Il, we
have had the Korean conflict, we have had the Vietnam conflict, we have
had the Gulf War, and we have ended the Cold War, and that has happened
since you have been here last.

It is wonderful to have you back in our community. We have dedicat-
ed today to you, dedicated it as your day, Veterans of Foreign Wars 97th
Convention Week in Louisville. We have proclaimed it your day to let all
the people know and take notice that you are here, what you and others
have done for the greatness of this nation, to welcome you, to host you. We
thank you for selecting our city and remember it is “Louisville”. Have a
wonderful time.

INTRODUCTION - THE HONORABLE STEPHEN L. HENRY,
LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR OF KENTUCKY

COMRADE CANNON: For all of you non-believers, | have been telling
you it was “Louisville”. We have a lot of folks standing on the right side
over here, and | wish somebody would direct them over to my left because
there are plenty of seats. There are plenty of seats. There is no reason why
anybody in the auditorium should be standing.

The next introduction is a pleasure for me, too, because | share some-
thing in common with this gentleman, because it happens to be one of my
hometown boys. Anyway, we will get around to that.

The name Kentucky is Indian for “land of tomorrow.” There are some
who will argue with that and say that it was Indian for “happy hunting
grounds.” | guess it depends on which Indian you are. Anyway, our next
guest has contributed to that name.

He was born in Kentucky, raised in Kentucky and educated in Kentucky.
He carries on the proud tradition of those who came West over 200 years
ago and brought forth from the wilderness a great state.

His parents bestowed on him a simple yet very powerful philosophy:
“The harder you work, the further you go in life.” In everything he has
done, he has fulfilled that commitment. Early influences started him on
politics on the one hand and medicine on the other.

In both cases, not only did he find personal satisfaction but the State of
Kentucky has benefitted as well.

As an intern on the staff of the late and great United States
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Representative William Natcher, he observed American government at one
of its most trying moments, the 1974 Watergate Hearings. What he learned
there has remained with him to this day.

Not long after his stint in Washington, he became an intern of another
kind, a medical intern, as he trained in the field of orthopedic medicine and
soon became a world renowned expert in that field.

Today he is practicing his second interest, that of political leadership
and, as with medicine, he is one of the leaders in his field. Educator, com-
munity activist, small business owner, and public servant, he brings to the
position of Lieutenant Governor a unique insight.

Now, would you please join me in giving a very warm VFW welcome
to Dr. Stephen L. Henry, the Lieutenant Governor of the great
Commonwealth of Kentucky.

GREETINGS - THE HONORABLE STEPHEN L. HENRY,
LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR OF KENTUCKY

LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR HENRY: Good morning. 1 honestly and
sincerely want to say | cannot think of a better group to welcome to
Kentucky than our veterans. Thank you for being here this morning. |
noticed as coming in, and | have to tell you this little story. Somebody said
we get the politicians to come.

Let me tell you this story from Eastern Kentucky. There is a old story
back in the hills that says any time a baby is born, the angel will come down
from the heavens and kiss the baby. Sometimes the baby will reach up for
the angel and the angel will kiss the hand. That baby will become a great
writer.

Occasionally, the angel will come down and kiss the baby on the lips,
and that baby will become a great speaker. Occasionally, the baby is sleep-
ing on its stomach and its back end is a little bit up in the air, and the angel
will accidentally kiss the bottom, and that ones becomes a politician. The
reason | tell you this, the Mayor and | are public servants, not politicians.
We want to point that out to you.

| hope you have a chance to see Kentucky. We feel avid about our state
as you do about the American Flag. Kentucky is a great commonwealth. |
hope you have a chance this week to see the State Fair and go see Kentucky
and all of its regions brought to Louisville for this great event for us, and at
the same time get out and around the surrounding areas, the Kentucky
horse farm in many Kentucky parks. This is the best horse park in the coun-
try.

Let me say that it is a pleasure for me to be here. My history as a physi-
cian | think has gone back to the military. | have never had the privilege of
serving in the military, but early in my days in the medical school we were
doing research on war-type injuries and the Navy called us one day, and
right after the Panama invasion where the Navy Seals got caught in the
ambush, in hot stone, and asked us to take our research, and since that time
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| have been heavily involved with the Department of Navy.

Even as Lieutenant Governor we continue, and | am still a consultant.
Every day just about, on the weekend especially, | have the opportunity to
continue to volunteer at the Veterans Administration Hospital as an attend-
ing physician, and I have to say this with real honesty, | have had the real
privilege, | think, of making the difference in many Vietnam veterans,
Korean and even World War Il lives by some of the techniques that have
been developed here at the University of Louisville with my colleagues in
improving the quality of life for those who had necrotic infections. It has
been an honor for me to be involved.

Let me say it has been an honor as well to have participated in
Normandy Invasion ceremonies two years ago. It was very impressive. If
you have never been to Normandy, it is a very impressive situation to walk
on Omaha Beach and Utah Beach.

It is something that you should do if you ever have the opportunity. Let
me say to you that Governor Patton wanted to be here this morning. | talked
him out of it so | could be here. Let me say that we here in the State of
Kentucky bring veterans affairs directly into the Governor’s Office for a
chance to make sure the veterans of this state have an opportunity to get
their voices heard with regard to nursing homes, veterans affairs, and in
regard to those issues.

Agent Orange in our state, | know it is a federal issue, but our state is
trying to deal with those issues on a state basis. Again, let me say | want-
ed to come here and thank you for one thing, thank you for the freedom
that my generation has today and thank you for the freedom that we have
to live out our dreams. Have a good time in Kentucky. Thank you and God
bless you.

PRESENTATION OF AMERICAN FLAG SETS

COMRADE CANNON: It is my pleasure to introduce Gwendolyne
Brown, the Ladies Auxiliary National Patriotic Instructor, for the purpose of
a presentation.

NATIONAL PATRIOTIC INSTRUCTOR GWENDOLYNE BROWN:
Thank you. Good morning. National Commander-in-Chief Paul Spera,
National President Helen Lenehan, Guests, Comrades and Sisters of the
Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States and the Ladies Auxiliary:

It is an honor and pleasure at this 97th National Convention of the
Veterans of Foreign Wars to present a flag to the Honorable Stephen Henry,
Lieutenant Governor of the Bluegrass State of Kentucky, and to the
Honorable Jerry E. Abramson, Mayor of Louisville, Kentucky.

The blue, white and red colors of the flag are often interpreted as
expressing the very character of our nation. The red stripes tend to represent
the courage, heroism and sacrifices of the more than 44 million men and
women who have fought for our country and its freedom since the
Revolutionary War.
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The Continental Congress in 1777 declared that the white stars in a
field of blue shall represent the new constellation. George Washington
described the white flag as symbolizing our desire for liberty. It is said that
the white stripes speak for the purity of our high ideals. The blue has been
likened to the strength and the unity of our states.

The Lieutenant Governor is a native of Kentucky. Dr. Henry is an
attending physician, and get this, at the Veterans Hospital. He is a practic-
ing orthopedic surgeon. Dr. Henry is currently a consultant for the
Department of Navy. He is also writing a chapter for the Armed Services
Medical War Manual.

Dr. Henry was recognized by General Norman Schwarzkopf as a civil-
ian with the Persian Gulf. Dr. Henry, please come forward. On behalf of
the Ladies Auxiliary and the Veterans of Foreign Wars and the National
President, | would like to present to you this American Flag. We hope you
will display this flag proudly and we hope you will continue to help our vet-
erans in the VA Hospital.

Now, for our Mayor. Mayor Abramson also is a native of Louisville,
Kentucky, and has served as Mayor since 1986. He is married to Madelyn
M. Abramson, and they have one son, Sydney. During his watch, Louisville
has been ranked in the top ten places to live.

Out of 343 metropolitan areas, it has been named number one of five
super, solid metro areas. One of the 15 fastest growing urban economies,
named one of the best big city job markets for college graduates, ranked in
the nation’s top 24 in real estate markets, and designated as an all-American
city.

It received the Innovation in Government Award for the Mayor’s City
Work Program which trains front-line city employees in participatory and
team problem-solving. Mayor Abramson has been working with the home-
less, and this year he received the Public Sector Award from the National
Alliance to End Homelessness.

Mayor Abramson, we are proud of your accomplishments and we are
delighted to convene our Convention in your city. On behalf of the Ladies
Auxiliary to the Veterans of Foreign Wars and the National President, |
would like to present you with this American Flag.

We hope you will fly this proudly and be reminded of the many men
that gave their lives so we may enjoy our freedom of today. May you also
be reminded of the veterans and their families in your city and their need
of help and support of your program such as with the homeless.

MAYOR ABRAMSON: Thank you.

INTRODUCTION OF COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA
COMRADE CANNON: As we open our 97th VFW National
Convention, it is my very pleasant task to present our Commander-in-Chief

with his official Convention badge and the gavel for this year’s Convention.
We anticipate this will be one of the most successful Conventions in
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recent VFW history. This anticipation comes as the result of the successes
which have been part and parcel of this gentleman during his 30 years of
service to the America’s veterans and the VFW.

That 30 years was highlighted this year as he and the rest of the “Call
to Duty” team led the VFW to new heights of commitment and dedication.

As | present his official Convention badge and the gavel for this 97th
VFW National Convention, please rise and welcome a man who will
always exemplify what it means to answer the “Call to Duty,” the
Commander-in-Chief of the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States,
Paul A. Spera.

REMARKS - COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: Thank you very much. [ have a
script in front of me, and the script says that this is where | make remarks,
and they have even written some of them for me. What are the chances
that | am going to read them? Actually, there are some things in here that
need to be said.

First, let me welcome each and every one of you to the 97th National
Convention of the Veterans of Foreign Wars. | expect this to be a very suc-
cessful Convention, and | expect it to be successful because you are here,
the delegates to this Convention.

I have over the last 12 months traveled around the world. | have had
the opportunity to stand shoulder to shoulder with those brave American
troops in the DMZ in Korea, who live every day, every moment in the shad-
ow of death, never knowing when they will be called upon to defend free-
dom.

| had a special opportunity to join at that time with the Department of
Defense group that went to Bosnia to visit with the young men and women
who today stand shoulder to shoulder with America’s allies. On your
behalf, | brought them a message, a message of support, a message of car-
ing, and a message of love from the more than two million American vet-
erans who belong to our organization and who went before them and know
what their lives are like.

If I have a high point of my year as Commander-in-Chief, it was stand-
ing at a place called Camp Bedrock in Tuzla in Bosnia. Camp Bedrock is a
full field hospital plus an engineer battalion. It has that name for a very spe-
cial reason. The humor of our people in the military service never changes.

Camp Bedrock is located overlooking a rock quarry. For those of you
who are Flintstone fans, you know where they got the name Bedrock.
Standing there and handing to 1,000 of those troops in Bosnia a pre-paid
$20 phone card, putting it in the hands of those individuals and saying to
them the VFW wants you to use this to call someone at home to let them
know that you are all right.

We have gotten letters and | got comments from them. | will just share
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with you one comment. | was sitting in the mess hall and | was sitting
across from this young man, and | gave him the phone card and | gave him
that message. He looked at me and said, “Sir, Sunday is my anniversary. |
am going to call my wife and tell her that the VFW and | wish her a happy
anniversary.”

So as we face the business of this Convention, let me thank the
National President and all of her officers and all of the Ladies Auxiliary, the
National Commander of the Military Order of the Cootie, his membership
and their Auxiliary, all of my National Officers, and all of you, my comrades
and friends, for a great year.

I will leave you with one message. We will discuss many important
subjects. You will hear a lot from many people about changes in the future
of our organization. You will hear from many different people their view of
what the VFW should be like in the future.

Your “Call to Duty” this week is to listen, to decide and to tell us what
your view of the VFW is for the future, because it is your view that counts.

At this time | would like to turn the microphone over to our Junior Vice
Commander-in-Chief, John Moon, for the purpose of introducing the
National Program Award winners and the 1995-1996 All American Team.

PRESENTATION OF AWARDS TO 1995-'96
ALL AMERICAN COMMANDERS AND NATIONAL PROGRAM WINNERS

JUNIOR VICE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF MOON: It is now time for us
to recognize the All American Commanders for 1995-"96. Much of our suc-
cess during this past year is due to their hard work and leadership. We will
also take this opportunity to honor those individuals who excelled in other
programs sponsored by the Veterans of Foreign Wars and its Ladies
Auxiliary. These presentations are being made here at our Joint Opening
Session to allow all of you the opportunity to give them the recognition they
deserve.

I would like to ask the National President of our great Ladies Auxiliary,
Helen Lenehan, to join Commander-in-Chief Spera at center stage so they
can jointly present awards to the national award program winners.

| would also like to ask Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief Jim Nier to
assist in the presentation of awards to our All American Commanders.

Ladies and gentlemen, please welcome into the hall, the 1995-"96 pro-
gram winners and the 1995-'96 team of All American Commanders.

The first award to be presented is for the National Americanism Record
Book Program. The first place winner among Posts is Post 9693, Bay
Village, Ohio.

The next awards to be presented are the winners in the National
Community Activities Record Book Contest.

First place in Division 1 is Post 4633 and its Ladies Auxiliary, Hampden,
Maine.

First place in Division 2 is Post 3343 and its Ladies Auxiliary, Clyde,
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Ohio.

First place in Division 3 is Post 9808 and its Ladies Auxiliary,
Mechanicsville, Virginia.

First place in Division 4 is Post 5225 and its Ladies Auxiliary, West
Memphis, Arkansas.

Let’s give these winners, as well as the rest of the Posts and Auxiliary
that entered record books in the 1996 National Community Activities
Record Book Contest, a big hand.

(Applause)

The next awards we are going to present are to the National Loyalty
Day winners.

First place winner is Post 4452 and its Ladies Auxiliary, Cannon Falls,
Minnesota.

The first place winner among districts goes to District 3 and its Ladies
Auxiliary, Department of Virginia.

The first place winner in County Council competition goes to Lancaster
County Council and its Ladies Auxiliary, Department of Pennsylvania.

The Department of Texas and its Ladies Auxiliary were judged first
place winners in state competition.

The next awards to be presented are for National Youth Activities
Program. The first place winner among Posts and Auxiliaries goes to Post
2135, Peoria, Arizona, and its Ladies Auxiliary.

District 14, Department of Maryland and its Ladies Auxiliary, is the first
place Youth Activities winner among districts.

The winner in State Competition for Outstanding Youth Programs is the
Department of Minnesota and its Ladies Auxiliary.

Before we conclude the programs awards, | would like to provide you
with information about our Community Service Programs for 1995-'96.

Nationally, the number of completed projects was over 984,000; the
number of volunteer hours donated was over 13.6 million, and the total
amount of monies spent or donated exceeded $53.9 million, all totals
exceeded last year’s records. This is truly a record of achievement that the
VFW and its Ladies Auxiliary can be extremely proud.

This concludes the Program Awards. Please give all our volunteers a
big hand for the work they do to make our organization successful. Truly
they lived up to this year’s slogan “Call to Duty.”

| am sure that many of the Commanders | am about to introduce set
their sights on becoming an All American Commander when they assumed
office a year ago. Through perseverance and effort, they achieved their
goal. Today, they are here to receive their just award, the coveted red, white
and blue cap that clearly distinguishes them as an All American
Commander.

Now, 171 Commanders will now be called by Order of Parade in this
order, Post, District, Department and County Council, based on the June
30th national membership standings.

The first awards are going to the Commanders of the number one
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Department in the nation.

From the Department of Pacific Areas:

Roy Banning - Post 10216

Edward Donalds - Post 9985

Earl Hanson - Post 9555

John Welsh - Post 8180

Kenneth Schaefer - Post 2485

Frank Sass - District 3

Paul Morgenthal - District 7

Joseph Carsley - Department Commander

The Department of Idaho is represented by:

Walter Jackson - Post 9446

Farrell Calinsky - Post 10444

Thomas Monson - Post 63

Charlie Griggs - District 5, and the District Captain of the
1995-'96 Team of All Americans.

Theodore Kelley - Department Commander from Idaho.

From the Department of Central America:

David Waites - Post 6565

Ruth Thomas - Department Commander of Central America.

Representing the Department of Europe:

Eric Rasmussen - Post 11281

Richard Reed - Post 10810

Larry Grubbs - Post 11058

Dean White - Post 27

Billy Barber - Post 10436

Richard Maryland - District 5

Lester LaGrow - District 1

Patrick Buckman - Department Commander of Europe.

The Department of Hawaii is represented by:

Francis Roddin - Department Commander

Representing the Department of Delaware:

Harry Troutman - Post 6984

George Ritchie - Post 7234

William Wailes - Post 475

Edwin Moran - District 4

Leroy Rench - Department Commander of Delaware.

From the Department of South Carolina:

Dudley Crenshaw - Post 5730

Ernest Russell - Post 8738

William McGregor - Post 5996

Richard Bell - Post 4262

Jack Hills - Post 10420

Bill Lark, Department Commander and the Department
Captain of the 1995-"96 Team of All Americans.

From the Department of Georgia:
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They are:

Ben Clay - Post 1100

Jack Parker - Post 5408

Hubert Swecker - Post 665, deceased

William Curran - Post 649

Alan Hall - District 5

James Wood - Department Commander of Georgia.
From the Department of Mississippi:

Wade Harris - Post 9108

Travis Harlow - Post 5395

Cecil Harwell - Post 4057

Claude Legendre - Post 3373

James Bailey - Post 4490

Noel Giuffrida - Post 6473

Leonard Slade - District 3

Bobby Alexander - District 12

Bobby Miller - Department Commander of Mississippi.
Representing the Department of Virginia:

Tommy Hines - Post 7166

Robert Hemphill - Post 7327

Orville Teter - Post 3103

Victor Weaver - Post 9808

William Dean - Post 392

John Dodge - Post 1503

John Peters - Department Commander of Virginia.
From the Department of Rhode Island:

Kevin Gilchrist - Post 183

From the Department of Arizona:

Vincent Rigo - Post 2135

Frank Page - Post 9399

R. Bennett Smith - Post 549

Kenneth Thomas - District 9

James Montgomery - Department Commander
Representing the Department of Colorado:

James Seis - Post 4061

Warren Wellensiek - District 10

Harland Smith - Department Commander

From the Department of Alaska:

Danny Worden - Post 5562

The Department of Florida has 16 proud All Americans.

Robert Westbrook - Post 9212
Fred Fischer - Post 7122
Kenneth Harshey - Post 9853
Russell Haller - Post 8002
Michael White - Post 10068
George Hewell - Post 8681
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Jean Rader - Post 4781

William Chalone - Post 3233

Eugene Flick - Post 1590

Robert Murray - Post 7721

August Scumaci - Post 10209

Louise Peters - Post 10167

Oliver Beale - Post 8696

Ralph Benedict - Post 10097

John Clark - District 6

Robert Wood - Department Commander from the great State
of Florida.

The Department of Missouri is represented by:

Charles Clifton - Post 1738

Donald Sutton - Post 11041

Donald Hentges - Post 35

Jimmy Cook - Post 57

James DeClue - Post 3777

Antonio Borjas - Post 2866

Edward Mueller - Post 3838

Jerry Turk - District 8

The Department of Maine is represented by:

Alan Winter - Post 9150

From the Department of New Mexico:

Dennis Pate - Post 3280

From the Department of South Dakota:

James Marrs - Post 1273

Representing the Department of Washington:

Allen Mattausch - Post 11326

Gary Hulsey - Post 1949

Robert Nelson - Post 2995

David Cook - Post 7824

Joesph Willaford - District 11

From the Department of North Carolina:

Calvin Anderson - Post 9850

Perry Graves - Post 8844

John Bullis - Post 2615

Donald Rhodes - Post 5206

Gene Kent - Post 891

Representing the Department of Ohio:

Robert Snyder - Post 1623

Larry Bender - Post 788.

| am proud to recognize the Department of Ohio, my own
Department:

Francis Aleksandrowicz - Post 9693

Robert Cain - Post 3863

William Cansler - Post 3283
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James Hardin - Post 8437

Henry Drexler - Post 3288

David Boda - Post 2947

Donald Paxton - District 3

Steven Mardis - District 6

Larry Peters - Montgomery County Council.
Representing the Department of Oregon:
Robert Zuck - Post 2468

Eugene Richards - Post 3965

Representing the Department of Minnesota:
Clint Bucher - Post 5919

Donald Sater - Post 8510

From the Department of Pennsylvania:
William Fissel - Post 2506

From the Department of New Jersey:
Joseph Bennett, a double winner, Post 262 and District 8
Joseph Fortunato - Post 453

Edward Damiano - Post 6805

Donnie Wine - Post 6590

From the Department of Illinois:

Tiger Miller - Post 1059

John Murray - Post 1596

Representing the Department of North Dakota:
William Eslinger - Post 1326

Representing the Department of California:
Joseph McCormick - Post 1717

Melvin Birden - Post 8679

Regis Weaver - Post 1934

Giovanni Martinelli - Post 1746

Kenneth Robbins - Post 85

Roger Hagen - Post 4647

Ordean Larson - District 4

From the Department of Indiana:

Donald Harris - Post 972

Mark Acker - Post 1114

Representing the Department of New York:
Jeffrey Addison - Post 1418

From the Department of Alabama:

Jerry Cole - Post 5846

James Green - Post 4388

Harold Dean - Post 4572

Aubrey McClure - Post 6073

Jimmy Manley - Post 4765

Clyde Maddox - Post 5658

Nick Campanotta - Pot 668

Travis Whaley - Post 924
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Gregory Usrey - Post 2702

Clyde Henley - District 8

From the Department of Nebraska:

James Klug - Post 2503

Representing the Department of Massachusetts:
Walter Portrait - Post 6712

From the Department of Kentucky:

Jerry Powell - Post 1170

From the Department of Texas with 14 All Americans:
James Shane - Post 2451

Lupe Olvera, IIl - Post 2035

Richard Crissman - Post 812

Wilton Waldrop - Post 6378

Robert Trejo - Post 8552

Donald Johnston - Post 2059

Danny Henry - Post 4372 and District 25
Harry Schuhmann - Post 8790

Daniel Medrano - Post 9186

Benjamin Chappell - Post 9191

Miguel Mares - Post 8919

Carl Smith - District 10

Buddi Harlan - District 16

From the Department of Oklahoma:

William Rodriguez - Post 1857 and Post Captain of the

1995-"96 Team of All Americans

Representing the Department of Maryland:
Douglas Peters - Post 8065

Representing the Department of Arkansas:
Samuel Eden - Post 8525

Gary Marshall - Post 4554

Aurbury Secrest - Post 9095

Harrison Casto - Post 5225. Accepting posthumously for
Commander Casto is Mrs. Casto.

Here they are, this year’s team of All American Commanders. Will you
please stand and be recognized as an All American group. Let’s give them

a big round of applause.

The last Departments we want to recognize are first place winners in
the various membership divisions and the first three Departments in the

order of parade. Divisions:

Division One - Department of Ohio
Division Two - Department of Florida
Division Three - Department of Missouri
Division Four - Department of Virginia
Division Five - Department of lowa
Division Six - Department of Georgia
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Division Seven - Department of South Carolina

Division Eight - Department of Maine

Division Nine - Department of Idaho

Division Ten - Department of Pacific Areas

Division Eleven - Department of Europe

Order of Parade:

First Place - Department of Pacific Areas

Second Place - Department of Idaho

Third Place - Department of Central America

Comrades and sisters, this concludes the presentation of awards. |

want to thank each one of you for attending and honoring the recipients of
this year’s awards.

INTRODUCTION OF THE HONORABLE JESSE BROWN,
SECRETARY OF VETERANS AFFAIRS

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: Ladies and gentlemen, it is a special
pleasure to introduce to you our next speaker.

Sworn in on January 22nd, 1993, by President Clinton as Secretary of
Veterans Affairs, Jesse Brown immediately brought new spirit and direction
to the second largest cabinet department.

Mr. Brown, a combat decorated Vietnam veteran, was formerly
Executive Director of the Disabled American Veterans. Throughout his
career he has worked with and for veterans. His life has been one truly
dedicated to veterans’ issues and concerns.

He began his employment with DAV in 1967 in Chicago, moving to the
DAV headquarters in Washington, D.C., in 1973.

There, he assumed a variety of positions with increasing responsibility,
including Supervisor of the National Appeals Office and Deputy National
Service Director.

He was appointed DAV Executive Director in 1988 and was responsi-
ble for overseeing DAV’s National Service, Legislation, Employment,
Volunteer Services and Communications Programs.

Jesse Brown has served as Chairman of the Vietham Civic Committee,
and was a member of the White House Conference on Handicapped
Individuals and the Chicago Mayor’s Committee on Employment of the
Handicapped.

Last year at our National Convention in Phoenix, Jesse Brown received
the VFW prestigious Americanism Award for his outstanding contributions.

Ladies and gentlemen, comrades, sisters and friends, please welcome a
fellow VFW member and a true advocate for veterans, the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs, The Honorable Jesse Brown.

(Whereupon, the assembly extended a prolonged standing ovation.)

ADDRESS BY SECRETARY JESSE BROWN
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SECRETARY BROWN: Thank you very much, Commander, for that very
kind and warm introduction. | am delighted to be here. My good friend,
Adjutant General Rivers, in Washington, D.C., they used to call him that
Louisiana lawyer.

Distinguished Guests, my Fellow Veterans, Ladies and Gentlemen:

I would like to trespass upon your time for a few seconds to ask you to
say a proud silent prayer for the servicemen and the Secret Service techni-
cian who died in the plane crash in Wyoming. May God bless their souls.

| am really delighted to be here to see so many of my friends, and I am
also extremely happy to see that Congressman Sonny Montgomery is here
today. No one in our lifetime has done more for veterans and their families
than the Chairman. As he retires, | hope the whole country will know what
VFW members have known for a long time, that Sonny Montgomery is an
American hero and to us he will always be known as “Mr. Veteran”. He
may leave Congress, but he will never, never leave our hearts.

As you know, some of those politicians in Washington, D.C., did not
want me to leave there. They are mad at me because | have been running
around the country speaking out on the unfair cuts to veterans programs,
and they didn’t want me at this Convention either. So they cut my travel by
75 percent.

They were going to do it again in 1997, but | want you to know that
thanks to the efforts of the VFW members my travel monies were restored
in the 1997 budget. Thank you so very, very much for that. | will pledge
to you that | will not be shackled in Washington, D.C.

I will continue to speak out for veterans and their families. | am so
happy to be out of Washington, D.C. It is like a soap opera there. Those
new politicians came to Washington and took my travel money, and they
thought they were the Bold and the Beautiful, and they are trying to turn
this country into Another World.

But in the eyes of America, they look more like the Young and the
Restless. Because we know that if they have their way all of my children
could be thrown out of the General Hospital. We just spend our lives in the
field in our Days of Our Lives and | am here to tell you that this country sees
the Guiding Light, and if they do not change their ways by November they
will have One Life to Live.

You have got to promise me not to tell them that [ said that. They will
take the other 25 percent. That is really funny. Unfortunately, it is true.
They have turned the civilities of politicians to an atmosphere of hostility.
That is why we in the veterans community must remain focused on the men
and women who have borne the battle.

The Olympic Games are over and we are still celebrating. Our young
people did well. They worked hard to earn medals of gold, silver and
bronze. That hard work was driven by their desire to do their very best.
That is what brings out the best in all of us is the desire to do our very best.

When the record books are closed, all athletes want to know that they
did their best. These past three and one- half years seem like a marathon to
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me. | have run the best race | have known how and that has not been easy.
| have put my heart and soul into what | believe is right for veterans and
their families.

When | became your Secretary for Veterans Affairs, | had a vision for
change. The first step was to create an atmosphere where putting veterans
first was our number one priority. Putting veterans first became more than
a slogan, it became our mission.

The system is not perfect; no system is. The race is not over. We are
still running hard. But veterans know that the VA is more responsive to their
needs than four years ago, and there is no secret that the veterans organi-
zations, great organizations like the VFW, felt that they were outsiders.

When | accepted this job, that was one of the first things | changed.
Today the veterans and the VA are partners. We make decisions together.
During this administration, veterans have had great access to the VA and the
White House, and it is making a difference.

In 1993, we inherited huge backlogs of claims, and they were getting
worse. We turned that around with the help of the VFW. The time is now
getting better. The veteran we are serving is getting older and their needs
are changing, and we are changing the way they deliver health care.

We are creating more places for veterans to receive medical attention.
We have reorganized our hospitals, clinics and nursing homes into 22 inte-
grated networks and we are shifting our focus from inpatient to outpatient
care. We have taken advantage of the economy scales in many areas of the
pharmaceutical and medical supplies, and we sent Congress a plan for
national eligibility reform.

We need to get away from those old laws that prevent the VA from pro-
viding full, comprehensive health care to our veterans. For the first time,
the President has just proposed legislation that will allow veterans to use
their Medicare entitlement to receive care at VA Hospitals.

There will be a pilot project at eight locations and it will be a great
start, and we are excited by their initiative, and | hope Congress will pass
it. Our progress has not come easy. The past two years have been very dif-
ficult. We have survived the challenge and the compensation to veterans
and two government shutdowns, which delayed compensations and pen-
sion papers.

We have some very dedicated employees that are here with us today.
These are the people from our hospitals in this area and also from the
Regional Office who in many cases worked without pay during the shut-
downs. | am going to ask you to allow them to stand and let us give them
a round of applause. (Applause)

We have made advances in such areas as improving health care, Agent
Orange or Post-traumatic Stress Disorders, Persian Gulf illnesses, improving
services for our women veterans, POWs, helping homeless veterans and
burying our veterans with dignity. These are examples of what we can do
if we work together.

Yet, | do not believe that we can let our guard down. Threat to veterans’
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benefits will not go away. That is why we must keep our priorities focused.
This great organization speaks out strongly on matters of national defense,
and that is so appropriate.

We always want a strong defense and we need adequate resources to
preserve the peace, but we must never forget our responsibilities for our vet-
erans when they return home suffering from all kinds of diseases and trau-
matic injuries. There are some who would like to forget.

There are those that want veterans to share in the pain of shrinking the
cost of government. We must say to them loud and clear, “Don't talk to vet-
erans about sharing pain. We know pain very well.” In World War I,
111,000 were killed and there were over 700,000 that were wounded.
During Korea, 54,000 dead, 100,000 wounded, and in Vietham 58,000
were killed and over 300,000 of us returned home wounded. Those brave
warriors who died in Saudi Arabia, victims of a cowardly act.

Now, that is pain, pain mingled with the wounded cries and the silence
of the dead. That, my friend, is why we will never, ever give up the fight,
because we in the veterans community honor our dead by responding to
the needs of the living.

We know from our own experience that for the living, the cost of war
continues. For instance, during the Vietnam war lots of veterans were
exposed to Agent Orange. We already have determined that several of
these diseases are associated with Agent Orange.

We now are writing regulations that will add two more. They are
prostate cancer and peripheral neuropathy. We urge Vietnam veterans suf-
fering from these diseases to contact the VA or their VFW National Service
Officer. The VA, for the first time since its history, has proposed legislation
to provide a remedy for children of Vietnam veterans who suffer from spina
bifida.

That is what the VA is about. It should be about change, change in
response to the needs of our veterans and their families. We cannot sup-
port and should not support the unreasonable changes that have been con-
sidered in Washington, D.C., changes like taxes, compensation and pen-
sion, termination compensation for veterans rated 10 and 20-percent dis-
abled, means testing service-connected disability compensation and
redefining service-connections.

Some of these politicians have come before you and told you that we
did not ask for those things, but my reply to them is they should not have
been looking it up in the first place.

What stopped those attacks on our benefits from becoming law? This
organization, the VFW, the veterans and their families and our friends in
Congress, friends like the great Sonny Montgomery. What about our future?
The President has promised to make sure that the nation honors its com-
mitments to veterans.

He promised to negotiate the budget for veterans every year and he has
done that. This year President Clinton recommended a billion dollar
increase in his spending for the VA, but Congress cut it by $915 million.
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We needed that money for our hospitals.

Now, the President has put in his budget for 1997, and it includes $1.3
billion increase over what Congress approved for 1996. This is a good bud-
get, and | hope Congress is kind to us this year. That may not be the case.
Under our latest proposal, we have already cut the VA medical construction
budget by $71 billion

This would mean that we could not build the hospitals we need in
California and Florida. These are the only two hospitals that | really want
to build, and I would really like to have those primarily because if we don't
have them, access, reasonable access to over 700,000 veterans will contin-
ue to exist, and that is not right.

Of course, it would prevent us from moving forward with our plan to
upgrade VA Hospitals that are 42 to 100 years old, and on the benefit side
they have taken away $26 million, and this will greatly reduce our ability
to improve the quality and timeliness of service to veterans and their fami-
lies.

As you can see, the race is clearly not over. We need to get back to the
three R’s, and | am not talking about reading, writing and arithmetic, | am
talking about recognizing, respecting and remembering the needs of
America’s veterans.

Military service should not be rewarded with a bitter taste, a bitter taste
served in a cup of champions, and our veterans are champions for democ-
racy and champions for freedom.That is why your work is so important and
it must continue. You must continue to carry the torch for all generations
to come.

You must push on to the next rung. We cannot fail our veterans now
because we have a special bond with them.That is a bond forged in our
company’s experience by pain and move forward by courage and determi-
nation.

| would like to leave you with a true story that in my view eloquently
describes this courage and determination. A few years ago, a 17-year-old,
Michael Stone, was competing as a pole vaulter in a National Junior
Olympics. The competition was fierce. In the finals another pole vaulter
had cleared the vault one foot higher than Michael had ever done.

Michael tried anyway and he cleared the bar. It was raised two more
inches and excitement built as both athletes cleared the bar again. Then
they moved the bar up two more inches, one inch below the national
record, and the crowd went wild when both of the athletes cleared the bar.

Finally, the bar was set at seventeen feet, six and one-half inches. This
height would set a new national record. The other jumper went first;
Michael could not watch. The sound from the crowd told the story; the
other gentleman did not make it.

Michael lined up for his final triumph. His heart was beating, the
height was unbelievable, 18 and one-half inches higher than the previous
record, and there was complete silence in the stand, much like there is in
this great audience.

27



He sprinted down and vaulted into the air and the crowd went wild,
and he knew he had made it. The new champion did not look up to see if
the bar was still standing, he didn’t look out in the bleachers to see that his
mother and father were crying for, you see, Michael Stone is totally blind.

That is a moving story. It means something to us, a tremendous story
because Michael had courage and determination. For veterans, the compe-
tition is not over. We cannot see all of the obstacles, but like him veterans
have courage and determination to keep the promises to those who ran the
good race before us and keep that promise, we shall. Thank you and may
God bless each and every one of you.

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: Thank you, Mr. Secretary. | was very
proud to be able to present a special award to those employees of the
Veterans Administration, because back in the time that the Secretary
referred to, back in the midst of that budget debate, back when both sides
of the aisle had held American veterans hostage, the bright shining light, as
it always has been with the VA employees who day after day went to work,
day after day, whether they were paid or not. Thank you for that.
(Applause)

PRESENTATION OF VFW GOLD MEDAL OF MERIT AND CITATION
TO LADIES AUXILIARY PRESIDENT HELEN LENEHAN

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA:  From Americanism to cancer
research, from Buddy Poppy to the Voice of Democracy, the Ladies
Auxiliary to the Veterans of Foreign Wars is a vital part of every success we
achieve. That is why it is a great honor to welcome our next guest, Helen
Lenehan, National President of the Ladies Auxiliary.

Helen was elected President of the Ladies Auxiliary at their 82nd
National Convention in Phoenix, Arizona, August, 1995. Her theme,
“Climbing to Greater Heights”, has been an inspiration and a challenge to
the 759,000 members of the Auxiliary.

Through their programs and in their support of VFW programs, the
Ladies Auxiliary serves America’s veterans, their families and our commu-
nities. In their cancer aid and research program, they set another milestone.
This was the eighth consecutive year that donations topped the $3 million
mark. Just think about that for a moment, over $3 million for the eighth con-
secutive year. That took a lot of dedication and hard work.

So, too, did their work in their “Get Out the Vote” campaign. You
know, free elections are what all of us served in the military to defend and
protect. But it isn’t enough just to defend and protect them in the heat of
battle. To really preserve that freedom, you have to continue the fight in
peace time and that requires a lot of work.

Letters, phone calls and visits with our elected officials are the ammu-
nition we need to continue our fight for freedom and democracy, and the
Ladies Auxiliary set some new records in that battle as well.
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In everything they do they show a respect for our history and a will-
ingness to meet the challenges of the future. Not only did they celebrate
the 109th birthday of the Statue of Liberty this year, they also made a sub-
stantial contribution to having her story placed on the Worldwide Web so
that it will be accessible to everyone with a computer.

Now, that is certainly a shining example of being aware of the times
and being relevant to the times, and it is that which makes the Ladies
Auxiliary so successful in everything they do.

The 1995-'96 year has indeed been one of record setting success for the
Ladies Auxiliary under the outstanding leadership of Helen Lenehan.

Now, please join me in honoring the Ladies Auxiliary to the VFW by
presenting the VFW Gold Medal of Merit and Citation to their National
President and my friends, Helen Lenehan of that great Centennial State,
Colorado.

“Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States Gold Medal of Merit and
this Citation awarded to Helen Lenehan, National President of the Ladies
Auxiliary to the Veterans of Foreign Wars, 1995-'96.

“In special recognition of her untiring dedication to our country and in
sincere appreciation for her enthusiastic leadership as evidenced by the
exceptional contributions of the Ladies Auxiliary to the programs and pur-
poses of the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States, and by their
deeds fulfillment of the commitment of the Ladies Auxiliary as they con-
tinue ‘Climbing to Greater Heights’.

“In Witness Whereof, we have hereunto set our hands and the official
seal of the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States, this 19th day of
August, 1996.” That has proudly been signed by Paul A. Spera,
Commander-in-Chief, and Larry W. Rivers, Adjutant General.
Congratulations.

RESPONSE - LADIES AUXILIARY PRESIDENT HELEN LENEHAN

LADIES AUXILIARY PRESIDENT LENEHAN: To Commander-in-Chief
Spera, National VFW and Auxiliary Officers, Comrades, Sisters and Guests:

| am so deeply honored to receive this prestigious award from the
Veterans of Foreign Wars. Thank you so very, very much. This past year has
been a very rewarding year for me. | thank you for the opportunity to serve
and the privilege of representing the Ladies Auxiliary to the Veterans of
Foreign Wars in events around the world.

The 758,891 members of the Ladies Auxiliary have always been very
proud of our partnership with the VFW and its past year has been no excep-
tion. We appreciate participating together in making a different stay by pro-
viding volunteer services to help our homeless veterans in our community
and throughout our country.

| want to say a special thank you to Commander-in-Chief and each
VFW member here today for joining in my special project and for answer-
ing the “Call to Duty” so that our homeless veterans might have a better
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world and a chance to climb to greater heights.

By continuing our work together, hopefully we can make these veter-
ans get back into the mainstream of society again. There is still so much to
do. The members of the Ladies Auxiliary are ready and willing to do what
we can to get the job done.

Commander-in-Chief Paul Spera, it was such a great pleasure to serve
with you, and in behalf of all the members of the Ladies Auxiliary, I do wish
you a very successful National Convention. Thank you, Paul, so very, very
much.

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: Why don’t you stay here for just a
moment and we will do this together. This is where the video was supposed
to be presented. When | issued the new program to provide free long dis-
tance service to our servicemen overseas in hospitals and veterans at the
Washington Conference, the overwhelming reaction was that that is a great
idea.

That program is now called “Operation Uplink” and in truth none of us
had any idea how great it would become. As | speak this morning, troops
in Bosnia and hospitalized veterans across the U.S. are carrying this little
card in their pocket. Each time they use it, their appreciation for the VFW
and the Ladies Auxiliary grows deeper.

In time, we hope Operation Uplink will place a pre-paid long distance
card in the hands of every man and woman serving in uniform overseas and
every needed hospitalized veteran in every VA Hospital coast to coast.
When that occurs, | have no doubt that the VFW and its Ladies Auxiliary
will have made more lasting friends than we can now imagine.

| am also pleased to report that both Jim Nier and John Moon share my
enthusiasm for this project. They have indicated their commitment to take
Operation Uplink as far as it can go. As with every successful effort, we are
always indebted to the lovely ladies of our Auxiliary.

To express her enthusiasm for Operation Uplink, please welcome our
Ladies Auxiliary President, Helen Lenehan.

LADIES AUXILIARY PRESIDENT LENEHAN: Thank you, Paul. I, too, am
delighted with the early success of Operation Uplink. This exciting effort
has already captured the hearts of our nation’s Auxiliary. Many of us have
spent countless hours living in hospitals and we understand what a phone
call to a spouse or a family member means during hospitalization for an ill-
ness or injury.

As President of the Ladies Auxiliary, | have visited the troops overseas
and | can testify as to their dire needs for contact with their loved ones at
home. | share Paul’s commitment to Operation Uplink, and | know that
Eileen Tanner shares that commitment. In fact, she has made it her special
project for next year.

| believe that together for years to come, the VFW and the Ladies
Auxiliary, we will see Operation Uplink grow to become a permanent part
of our two great organizations. | know you agree, Eileen. Thank you very
much.
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COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: Thank you very much, Helen, and
thank you, Eileen, Jim Nier and John Moon for your commitment to the
future of that program.

| am going to take a special moment of personal privilege to say a spe-
cial thank you. We announced this at the Washington Conference and on
Wednesday, when they returned home, | am very pleased and very proud
to say that Post 697 in Whitman, Massachusetts, sent the first check for
$1,000 on that night for this program.

I am really proud of the VFW Posts. Operation Uplink is a solid work-
ing relationship with a long distance company. | believe that we have
found one which shares our concerns for the troops and the veterans. That
long distance carrier is MCI, and Mr. Robert Washburn is here today repre-
senting MCI.

Bob will be available at the Operation Uplink booth, so please drop
by and ask him any questions that you may have. | strongly urge each of
you to contribute generously to Operation Uplink. Drop by the booth here
at the Convention and find out more about this outstanding effort.

The program is designed to provide $20 worth of long distance con-
versation for every dollar we raise. | firmly believe that Operation Uplink
will be the most significant effort the VFW and the Ladies Auxiliary have
ever directed in the active duty military.

Having seen that firsthand, | will tell you at the close of this Convention
I will forward to Quartermaster General a personal check for $1,000 as my
contribution to Operation Uplink.

INTRODUCTION OF THE HONORABLE SONNY MONTGOMERY

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: Comrades, Sisters and Friends, it is
my pleasure and privilege to present the Veterans of Foreign Wars
Commander-in-Chief’s Special Award to a most distinguished member of
the United States House of Representatives, Sonny Montgomery.

A Life Member of Veterans of Foreign Wars’ Post 79 in Meridian,
Mississippi, and the recipient of our most prestigious VFW Congressional
Award, Sonny Montgomery will have served 30 years in Congress when he
retires at the end of the 104th Congress.

A key member of the House Committee on Veterans Affairs and the
Committee on National Security, Sonny Montgomery has kept vigil over the
benefits and services for our military men and women, our veterans and
their families.

Congressman G. V. “Sonny” Montgomery has served the Congress and
the American people with distinction. He has given a lifetime of service,
over 40 years, to our country in uniform, to his State Legislature and to our
nation in Washington, D.C.

He is a veteran of World War Il and Korea. He has been decorated with
the Legion of Merit and the Bronze Star for Valor, among many other
awards. He did not stop with active duty service but continued to serve in
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the National Guard and the Reserves, rising to the rank of Brigadier
General.

Among Sonny’s many accomplishments, his biggest achievement was
the creation of the new G.1. Bill passed in 1985 and improved in 1988. It
is fitting that it is now called the Montgomery G.I. Bill which associates his
efforts with one of the greatest bills ever passed by Congress.

An active leader in seeking improved programs and support for
America’s veterans as well as ensuring that our nation remains militarily
strong, Sonny Montgomery is a great statesman, a great leader and a great
American.

| am honored, as your Commander-in-Chief, to present this
Commander-in-Chief’s Special Award. Comrades, please welcome a dis-
tinguished member of our organization from the great State of Mississippi,
the Honorable G. V. “Sonny” Montgomery.

“Commander-in-Chief’s Special Award presented to G. V. ‘Sonny’
Montgomery.

“In commemoration of a distinguished career devoted to the service of
America’s veterans and the preservation of our patriotic values and freedom
through a strong national defense.

“Presented August 19, 1996, Paul A. Spera, Commander-in-Chief.”

Congratulations, Sonny, and on behalf of all American veterans, thank
you and God bless you for all you have done for us.

RESPONSE - THE HONORABLE G. V. “SONNY” MONTGOMERY

COMRADE SONNY MONTGOMERY: Thank you very much,
Commander, for that very fine introduction, and thank you for the special
award and presentation. | am very deeply honored, and it is wonderful to
be back with my comrades. To you, Commander-in-Chief Spera and to
President Helen Lenehan, | guess that | got that correct, of the Ladies
Auxiliary, congratulations.

| am familiar with Operation Uplink in the Jackson VA Hospital. | had
the privilege of answering some of the phone calls that might have been
from Secretary Brown when we have the toll phones that are in our VA
Hospitals in those different rooms. It is a wonderful program.

To my fellow veterans and to Secretary Brown, it is really kind of unfair
to follow you and President Helen. You did such a wonderful job. He was
talking about Congressman, Secretary Brown was. | want to tell you a lit-
tle story on him.On September 12th, | will be honored in a big banquet,
and | personally invited the Secretary to come to this banquet.

He said, “Mr. Chairman, | can’t come because you cut my budget 75
percent” | said, “Jesse, it is only eight blocks away from your office. It is
not in Mississippi.” Is that true, Jesse?

VA SECRETARY BROWN: Yes.

COMRADE SONNY MONTGOMERY: It is wonderful to be with you
and to have been Chairman of the Veterans Affairs Committee for 15 won-
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derful years, and that is as the ranking member. Congressman Bob Stump of
Arizona is the Chairman now. He and | work well together.

The bottom lines for both of us is what is best for veterans. | understand
that you-all will present an award to my former Chief Attorney of the
Veterans Affairs Committee, Max Flemming, later. What a wonderful job he
did for veterans and helping me. Max, if you are out there, hold up your
hand. | can’t see you anyway, but hold it up.

In 1899, most of you know, 13 American soldiers who had fought in
the Spanish American War were disturbed that this country had apparently
forgotten them. They met in the back of a tailor shop in Columbus, Ohio,
and they decided to establish a club for veterans who had served overseas.

They pledged to help one another, to work together for the benefit of
the country and for the men who had fought to preserve it. The organiza-
tion established by these veterans was the forerunner, 1 am told, of the
national organization which we now know as the Veterans of Foreign Wars
of the United States.

Since its very beginning, our organization, and it is mine, too, has been
based on the principles of comradeship, patriotism and service, and | am
very proud to have been mentioned by your National Commander to be a
Life Member of Post 79, Meridian, Mississippi. You fellows are out there
somewhere. Let me hear from you. | know all of you.

Each year | have been invited to either make a major address in my Post
in Meridian on the 4th of July, or talk on Veterans Day. | want to thank the
National Air Guard for getting me here on time today. General Finestein,
wave your hand.

| know that | am among friends. When you come to Washington to
make your annual legislative presentation, you are certainly among friends
there. All of us really on the Veterans Affairs Committee have chosen to
serve on this Committee because we do care about veterans, and with the
advice, support and assistance of the VFW | feel we have accomplished, in
my opinion, a great deal.

| want to mention about your annual dinner that you have in
Washington where you honor members of Congress and where the Voice of
Democracy young people speak. That is a wonderful event. That has more
members of Congress attending your annual dinner up there than any other
event.

Members don’t go to many events at night. You start it at 7:00 o’clock
at night and you are over at 9:15. So keep it up. | congratulate you. | salute
your Chief Sergeant-at-Arms George Sarver for the job he has done and for
your different Sergeants-at-Arms that you have in Washington and all here
today.

| want to take a moment here to express special thanks to the VFW
Adjutant General Larry Rivers and Rosemary Mazer of the Ladies Auxiliary
for your generous support of the college scholarship program which has
been established in my name.

| will never forget the kindness of the VFW. It has meant a lot to me.
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Throughout the years, the Veterans of Foreign Wars have worked closely
with us, and | believe we have had a great team. You don't get everything
you want. Your Washington staff is excellent as well as your headquarters
staff in Kansas City.

These staffs work hard to fight and protect the veterans’ benefits. They
couldn’t do it without all of you in this audience today. During the past 15
years, we have achieved success on matters of importance that have been
mentioned by Secretary Brown.

We have created a Department of Veterans Affairs. This is really true.
Now, the Secretary goes in the front door to the White House and not the
back door. We have a Department of Veterans Affairs, and | am talking
about Jesse Brown. We have established a U.S. Corps of Veterans Appeals
to provide judicial review of VA decisions.

With the VFW’s help, we did, in fact, the G.I. Bill in 1984. | am proud
to say that over two million members of the armed forces have enrolled in
this program. In the face of Gramm-Rudman and other deficit reduction
efforts, we have protected essential veterans’ programs.

Since 1987, the number of veterans who use the health-care system has
increased by 12 percent. | believe | can safely say that most of the VA
Hospitals in your hometowns have been renovated or had structure
improvements.

| agree with Secretary Brown. We didn’t put enough money in there for
VA construction to keep these hospitals up and build new ones. | hope in
the future that it can have proper funding. | know that all of us listen to your
World War Il buddies. You are like me.

We are proud of our military service and we want to know that the
national cemeteries will be available when we need them. Don’t get me
wrong, | am not getting ready to take a bus load to heaven just yet. There
are some applauders out there.

We added nine new cemeteries to the system, but we need to keep the
pressure on for additional expansion. We also need to remind state officials
in the state legislatures of the federal assistance available for them to build
state veterans cemeteries.

We have addressed counseling problems that have been going on,
Agent Orange, Persian Gulf Syndrome, health issues related to radiation
exposure, and homeless veterans. We work very hard to find ways to help
the homeless veterans. That is a tough issue.

We must continue our efforts to come up with new ideas that will help
get our comrades off the streets. We have a good chance to enact legisla-
tion that has been mentioned by the Secretary, supported by the VFW that
would broaden and simplify eligibility for VA health care, making it easier
to get treatment in our outpatient clinics.

Also President Clinton announced his support for a test program under
which the VA would be reimbursed by Medicare for the cost of treating
some Medicare eligible veterans. | hope we can get this program passed.

| want to add that Jesse Brown has been a fine Secretary of Veterans
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Affairs. He speaks up for the veterans and tells it like it is. He is a dedi-
cated advocate whose honesty and support for veterans had angered some
in Congress and he has angered some in the White House. Jesse is a coura-
geous man, who sincerely cares about all of you. | am proud to call him
my friend. Thank you, Jesse.

To be successful in the future, the organization must continue to work
hard, to remain visible in your communities and speak out on behalf of vet-
erans and make a point of visiting your members of Congress whenever he
or she is in town. It is great when your Washington staff and national offi-
cers meet with them, but nothing makes more of an impression on mem-
bers of Congress than meeting face-to-face with a VFW member who can
vote for that Congressman or can vote against that Congressman.

We veterans, and | want to make this a strong point in my remarks
today, have done our part to reduce the budget deficit. We have cut every-
thing we can cut in veterans programs. We have cut enough, and | say very
strongly here today no more cuts in veterans’ programs. We have had
enough.

| really think some of my colleagues have problems understanding that
we veterans earned these benefits through our service. All of you marched
off to war. Some of you came back seriously wounded, some did not come
back. So we are not asking for anything.

The government has an obligation to take care of its veterans. | was
given eight minutes. | did ad lib some, but I am on my last two pages.
Having served our wonderful nation in one capacity or another since World
War I, I have seen a well-deserved expansion of veterans’ programs.

| am proud of the many things that we have accomplished together. |
will never forget all of you who have helped in the fight to achieve our
goals. This is the last time | will have the honor of addressing this fine orga-
nization as a member of Congress.

This has been a great ride for me, especially because | have been priv-
ileged to work on behalf of the veterans and on behalf of a strong national
defense. Please, VFW, keep a strong national defense. For 30 years | have
met with servicemen and women the world over, from Europe to the Pacific,
from Korea to Vietnam, from Bosnia and the Persian Gulf.

| am always impressed with these young men and women. They inspire
me to continue my efforts to maintain a strong national defense and to pro-
vide these young Americans with the tools they need to face the challenges
when they come home. | have shared these concerns with the VFW and
you have always been supportive of what is needed for these young people.

Well, that is about it for me. It is time for me to move on. Now, | limp
a little, I don’t stand as straight as | used to, but when the American and
VFW flags come by | can stand straight and give a statue salute. God bless
you and God bless America.

INTRODUCTION - DEAN HOKE, CHIEF OPERATING OFFICER
OF THE MILITARY CHANNEL
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COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: In 1997, American audiences will
begin enjoying a national cable channel dedicated to telling the story of
America’s men and women in uniform. This channel is currently broad-
casting overseas in the Pacific and has been well received by the public
everywhere.

The Military Channel broadcasts military history and weapons technol-
ogy documentaries, combat footage, war films and a variety of military and
veteran-related programming. They are currently broadcasting the VFW’s
commercials in the Pacific Areas and have been kind enough to bring their
mini-theater to the Convention for your entertainment.

Here to tell you a little about their future plans is the Chief Operating
Officer for the Military Channel, Dean E. Hoke.

REMARKS - DEAN HOKE, CEO, THE MILITARY CHANNEL

MR. DEAN HOKE: Good morning to all of you. Let me also welcome
you to Louisville, Kentucky. The Military Channel is located, by the way,
the corporate headquarters are here. We appreciate the opportunity to pre-
sent you with this new exciting network, in which we anticipate launching
on cable channels throughout the United States by mid-year 1997.

We have been asked by the VFW to tell you more about the Military
Channel and its future plans. The Military Channel will provide military
news information, commemorative and veterans’ programs to cable view-
ers on a full-time basis. The Channel’s vision is education with informed
entertainment to enlighten its audience.

The channel is independent of any government organization and that
independence makes The Military Channel a unique voice in the discussion
of military topics. The Military Channel provides a wide variety of docu-
mentaries and military history, such as Dateline World War 1l, which is a
52-part series about the Second World War.

Also there will be up close and personal look at our armed forces and
modern military technology. Our news and public affairs coverage will
give the viewers the in-depth analysis of the important news and issues that
impact upon national security.

The Military Channel also will produce programs for you as veterans
who have served the country proudly, and these programs will focus on
benefits and services available to all the veterans. Now, during the next few
days you will have the opportunity to come and see us by visiting The
Military Channel at our theater, which is located on the second floor.

As a matter of fact, beginning in about 20 minutes, we will begin air-
ing a series of programs such as Dateline World War Il, the Future Power
Tools of the Trade, and it will give you a chance to see what this channel is
going to be all about. More importantly, you also will get a chance to be
involved in a television show.

As a matter of fact, to see a bit of a sneak preview of the series, we are
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working on a series called “War Stories.” So often in the passage of time,
the events of history become lost. Books can tell us about times and tell us
about dates, names and places and what occurred, and how it fits into the
larger historical picture, but what it often fails to convey is the human ele-
ments of those events.

The sight and sounds and motion that make an event real are frequent-
ly lost in translation of the words, photos and film. The Military Channel
hears all these war stories, and sought to remedy this by taking those who
not only witnessed history but helped make it.

“War Stories” provide them an opportunity to tell their stories from their
point of view. “War Stories” attaches many names and faces that might oth-
erwise may be just so many words on a page.

Now, during the Convention, The Military Channel will be interviewing
a number of VFW members about their war experiences, and yet we are still
looking for a few good men and women to participate. If you would like
to be involved in “War Stories”, if you would like to tell us your story, here
is your chance.

Today at 12:30 we are going to be sitting down with anyone who would
like to talk to us about their war experiences, and this will be in Room 213
at The Military Channel theater. So remember at 12:30 today, if you are
interested in talking to The Military Channel about our series “War Stories”
and tell us about your experiences, please come on up. We very much
would like to talk to you.

Now, this series will air on many TCl cable systems in the next few
months and also will be a part of our regular network line-up when we have
our project in 1997. If you want to become a television star, today is your
chance. When you have a few minutes, please stop by the theater and get
a sneak peek of the entire program line-up of the channel.

| wish to thank the VFW for allowing The Military Channel to be a part
of this year’s Convention. We look forward to meeting many of you during
the next few days. | want to thank you for coming to our town. We are
greatly pleased.

One last thing | would like to bring up just because | heard a little bit
about this Operation Uplink. The Military Channel is just like any other
company. In a sense, we have a number of employees that work for us, but
we also have Retired Major General John Laughlin, who has served his time
in Bosnia for the last six months.

| remember John calling me one day and telling me about this program
and how wonderful he thought it was and what a great opportunity it was
for him to be able to call his wife. Believe me, | talked to his wife and she
was equally proud and excited to be able to talk to John during that time
because she was concerned about him and to find out what was going on
in Bosnia, it is not her idea of fun.

| want to thank the VFW for being involved in such an important pro-
gram and what one of our employees thought was a great idea. On behalf
of The Military Channel, Commander-in-Chief, thank you for everything
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you have done.

INTRODUCTION OF LIEUTENANT GENERAL LU CHAQ,
VACRS VICE CHAIRMAN

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: For years the Veterans of Foreign
Wars has enjoyed a warm relationship with the Vocational Assistance
Commission in the Republic of China on Taiwan. They have truly been our
friends. The Veterans of Foreign Wars has consistently pledged its support
through resolutions for our friends in the Republic of China on Taiwan.

The citizens of the Republic of China on Taiwan are proud of their suc-
cess and economic achievement.

Certainly, that success, in large part, can be attributed to the employ-
ment and development programs that the Republic conducts for its veter-
ans.

The tremendous care, support and vitality of its veterans programs have
been an inspiration and model for the VFW. We wish to thank our friends
with VACRS for their long and beneficial friendship.

Joining us today to reaffirm our pledge of brotherhood and comrade-
ship is the Vice-Chairman of VACRS, Lieutenant General Yu Chao.

Comrades, please welcome the Vice-Chairman of the Vocational
Assistance Commission for Retired Servicemen.

RESPONSE - LIEUTENANT GENERAL YU CHAO

LIEUTENANT GENERAL YU CHAO: Commander-in-Chief,
Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen:

It is a great honor to have this opportunity to represent the Chairman of
the Vocational Assistance Commission for Retired Servicemen of the
Republic of China. | take great pleasure in addressing your National
Convention and all the friends we have in the VFW.

Your organization is composed of American veterans who have taken
part in foreign wars. The VFW, as America’s oldest veterans’ organization,
has made significant contributions to the United States, both in veterans’
programs and in the security of the nation.

The VFW has consistently taken courageous stands for a strong nation-
al defense, even at times when such a position was unpopular with the
news media and other influential organizations. You have always advocat-
ed dynamic alliances with America’s traditional friends in the Far East.

We, at VACRS, are particularly pleased that you have consistently sup-
ported the Republic of China in both political and military affairs. The
Republic of China wishes to maintain friendly relations with the United
States, in the spirit of freedom and democracy.

Accordingly, we wish to make our contribution to regional security, in
coordination with the relevant authorities of the United States. We, there-
fore, hope that the VFW will continue to support our country with your res-
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olutions, just as you have done in the past.

In closing, | give you my best regards for a most successful Convention,
and my hopes that the VFW and VACRS will constantly strive to enhance
our relationship for the mutual benefit for all veterans in our countries,
especially with the war so far behind us. Thank you, Commander-in-Chief
Spera, and ladies and gentlemen in the audience. Thank you very much.

MR. CHARLES KAN: On behalf of the President of my country, Lee
Teng-Hui, my boss, Lieutenant Yu Chao, | would like to present this Medal
of the Order of Cloud and Banner to Commander-in-Chief Paul Spera. |
would like to read it at this time.

“Mr. Paul A. Spera, Commander-in-Chief of the Veterans of Foreign
Wars of the United States, has distinguished himself by his outstanding con-
tributions to the promotion of friendly relations between the peoples of the
United States of America and the Republic of China and to the enhance-
ment of ties and cooperation between the veterans of our two countries.

“In appreciation of his meritorious service, Commander-in-Chief Spera
is presented the Order of the Cloud and Banner with Cravat by the Republic
of China, in accordance with Article XI of the Armed Forces Decoration
Regulation. It has been signed by Dr. Teng-Hui, President, Lien Chan,
Premier, and General Son Chen, Minister of National Defense.”

There is more. In behalf of my boss, General Yu Chao of the Vocational
Assistance Commission for Servicemen in my country, | would like to pre-
sent a plaque in appreciation of Commander-in-Chief’s contributions to
enhancing the friendship between our two nations. Once again, | would
like to read the inscription. | am getting old. | need my glasses.

“Presented to Mr. Paul A. Spera, Commander-in-Chief, Veterans of
Foreign Wars of the United States, in appreciation of his outstanding con-
tributions to the enactment of friendship and cooperation between the
Veterans of Foreign Wars and VACRS.”

This has been signed by the Chairman of the Vocational Assistance
Commission for Retired Servicemen in Taiwan, August 19, 1996.

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: Thank you very much for the high
honor you have paid me and to the Veterans of Foreign Wars.

INTRODUCTION - DAVID CHRISTIANSEN,
FOUNDER OF FLAGS OF FREEDOM FOUNDATION

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: Our next guest is the founder and
current President of the Flags of Freedom Foundation in Wapakoneta, Ohio.

Flags of Freedom, located on Interstate 75 in Wapakoneta, next to the
Neil Armstrong Air & Space Museum, will soon be our nation’s largest trib-
ute to the American Flag and our national heritage. VFW Posts across the
country have supported this grand effort from the beginning nearly four
years ago.

Here to give us an update on the project is Flags of Freedom
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Foundation Founder and President David P. Christiansen.
REMARKS - MR. DAVID CHRISTIANSEN

MR. CHRISTIANSEN:  Commander-in-Chief, Special Guests and
Members: | want to thank the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States
of America for the privilege of addressing the 97th National Convention
today. | would like to also thank the VFW for its enforcement of Flags of
Freedom Foundation in the Freedom Flag process.

We are delighted to be associated with the VFW and it is a great honor
to be here today. | do not say honor literally, and | do not say it simply as
a matter of courtesy. | say it because | stand here before a unique group of
Americans, a group of Americans that when called upon by his country to
answer that call without any question.

We asked you to perform your duties. You performed them with digni-
ty and respect. When told you go to into battle, you went without expec-
tation of any fanfare or any special recognition. It is in this room today that
| can see a few good men and women that aimed high, moved full speed
ahead and were all they could be.

So it is indeed a great honor to stand here before you today, and | want
to personally thank each and every one of you for the service you have
given to your country for it is because of you that | am able to stand here
today and talk to you.

Even though you have already given more of yourself than most people
will ever dream of, | would like to ask you to serve your country just one
more time. This time itis in a very different capacity. As individual citizens,
concerned about the education of your children and your children’s chil-
dren, you can do this by supporting the Flags of Freedom Foundation and
the Freedom Field Project.

To tell you more about the Freedom Field Project, | would like to intro-
duce to you an extremely good friend of mine, a former Marine, a Vietnam
veteran, one of your own VFW members, and Vice-President of the Flags of
Freedom Foundation. Please welcome Larry McClain.

COMRADE LARRY McCLAIN: Thank you, David. Dave Christiansen
established the Flags of Freedom Foundation for one purpose, and one pur-
pose only. That was to create a wonderful kind of educational park and
monument to the American Flag.

You might say why do we need another monument for you who fought
the country and fought for the flag. We feel the flag and money men in and
of itself. Dave is concerned, and | am concerned and you are concerned
that we see an increasing disrespect, use and even desecration of our
beloved flag.

Recently, | found myself being in the minority standing with my hand
on my heart singing the Star Spangled Banner. It seems that in some high
schools people don’t even sing anymore. | heard of a museum that opened
recently where in order to enter the museum you had to first walk across
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the flag of the United States.

Recently, in Phoenix, Arizona, they had a display of the American Flag
stuffed in a toilet, and these people hide by the name of artists. You have
all heard the story about the desecration of the American Flag and flag
burnings, and these people hide behind the name of free speech.

Not only is the flag being desecrated but also our American history.
The Federal Department of Education has tried to introduce revised history
books which would exclude, if they had their way, such things as Paul
Revere, George Washington, Abraham Lincoln, the Gettysburg Address,
Thomas Edison, Einstein, the Wright brothers, General Eisenhower, Neil
Armstrong, the flag raising on Iwo Jima, General MacArthur, stories of 1US
battles, and the list goes on and on.

The Flags of Freedom Field Foundation will not be only a tribute to our
flag but an educational park for future generations to preserve the true his-
tory of the United States. Ladies and gentlemen, good or bad, right or
wrong, our history is our history.

We should be proud of our successes and learn from our mistakes, and
create a better America for all of us. You don’t rewrite history just to make
a few people feel good about themselves. At Freedom Field we want to
show younger generations that freedom is not free, there is a tremendous
price to be paid.

It is an ongoing struggle that needs to be protected. Even though
Freedom Field will be a park for all Americans, a large portion is dedicated
to the veterans. | want those who visit the park to realize that the thousands
and thousands of brave young men and women who died and then paid the
sacrifice for their country, gave up all their tomorrows so we can enjoy our
todays.

Freedom Field will never forget those who went before us. Flags of
Freedom Foundation is a not-for-profit 501(3)(c) organization and we are
having donations from all over this country. Since we are not accepting any
tax monies or federal grants to construct or operate Freedom Field, we are
counting on individual donations from Americans all over the nation.

This is where | need your help as fellow veterans. Each VFW Post
nationwide should have received information under VFW cover describing
Freedom Field and how your Post as well as each individual can become
involved with our project. Anyone, veterans or non-veterans, can donate.

Anyone who donates $50 or more towards the construction of
Freedom Field will be recognized with an imprinted brick bearing your
name, hometown and state, or a memorial brick, which will be placed in
Freedom Wall throughout the park.

When people leave Freedom Field, we want them to have a renewed
sense of patriotism and profound respect for the flag of the United States.
Stop by our booth this week and see the model of the proposed park and
we will try to answer any questions that you might have.

Remember, Freedom Field will not just be another park, but a monu-
ment to observe the history, the freedom and the glory of the flag and the
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country that we love so dearly.
Thank you and God bless you.

INTRODUCTION OF LIEUTENANT GENERAL KAP-JIN CHOI,
KOREAN VETERANS ASSOCIATION

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: During the Korean War, we stood
shoulder-to-shoulder with our comrades in Korea on freedom’s front line.
Together, we shared the hardships and agonies of a war that took a terrible
toll not only in lives but the very fiber of a nation. During the difficult days
of the Vietnam War our allies from the Republic of Korea joined us in ful-
filling our commitment in Vietnam.

Today, Korea, through the sheer dynamics and energy of its people has
emerged as an economic power basin in that region of the world, an
achievement made possible by the sacrifices of gallant veterans, Americans
and Koreans. We take great pride in that special relationship we share with
the Korean Veterans Association. We know the courage and dedication of
those veterans but most of all we know their friendship.

It gives me great pleasure to introduce our comrade-in-arms, Lieutenant
General Kap-Jin Choi, Vice President of the Korean Veterans Association.

Comrades, please join me in giving General Choi a warm VFW wel-
come.

REMARKS - LIEUTENANT GENERAL KAP-JIN CHOI

LIEUTENANT GENERAL CHOI: Commander-in-Chief Spera,
Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen:

It is a great honor for me to be invited to attend the 97th Annual
Convention of the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States. | extend
a warm greeting from the members of the Korean Veterans Association. Her
Air Force was real. The crisis in North Korea comprised the nation in June
25, 1950.

The United States not only saved our country but also later provided us
with a monumental amount of aid. We asked for your assistance. The free-
dom the Department of Korea and we appreciate the freedom we enjoy.
On behalf of the people of the Republic of Korea, | thank you from the bot-
tom of my heart.

Fifty years later, the United States sends Korea 320,000 troops to fight
against our common enemy in the Vietnam War. Later we were given back
our homes, showing us a strong prayer of U.S. military partnership. This
special relationship was further developed as we enter the 21st Century.

That is ensuring reconciliation and peace. Korea has never abandoned
its initial duty to Seoul, Korea. Seoul, Korea, is implementing the nuclear
agreement. They signed with the U.S. They also put it in your Executive
Bylaw in South Korea. There are four South Korea relationships. We are
unable to escape from it.
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As you are well aware, North Korea is currently facing serious shortages
and economic loss. They may feel that perhaps there is Communism com-
ing this year. This situation increases the possibility that North Korea might
wage another war is of great concern to us.

Please be aware of the situation and give us your support in our effort
to maintain peace. We in Korea are happy that the historical War Veterans
Memorial was dedicated on July 27th of last year in Washington, D.C.
About 600 Korean War Veterans from our Association attended the dedi-
cation ceremonies.

The memorial served as a reminder and a lasting friendship and keep-
er of our two countries. Dear friends, we of the Korean Veterans Association
appreciate the strong support for the security of Korea. We are proud of the
Veterans of Foreign Wars and we have great pride in our friendship.

In closing, | sincerely hope your Convention will be successful, and at
this time on behalf of the five million members of the Korean Veterans
Association, | would like to take this opportunity to present a Plaque of
Appreciation to Commander-in-Chief Spera who had promoted friendly
relations between the two organizations. Thank you very much.

INTRODUCTION - MOC SUPREME COMMANDER GARY STRAUSS

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: A national gathering of the Veterans
of Foreign Wars would not be complete without a visit from the Supreme
Commander of the Military Order of the Cootie.

Elected Supreme Commander at the 76th Supreme Scratch in 1995,
Gary Strauss is a member of Prairie Dogs Pup Tent 44, Grand of Texas. He
joined the VFW while stationed in Japan and with the United States Air
Force. While in service, he served two tours of duty in Vietnam. Today
Gary belongs to VFW Post 4477, Dallas, Texas.

An active and dedicated member who has served the VFW and the
Military Order of the Cootie in elective and appointed positions, Gary
Strauss deserves a warm VFW welcome to this National Convention.

Ladies and gentlemen, the Supreme Commander of the Military Order
of the Cootie, Gary Strauss.

REMARKS - MOC SUPREME COMMANDER GARY STRAUSS

MOC SUPREME COMMANDER STRAUSS: Commander-in-Chief,
Distinguished Guests at the podium, and to all the Distinguished Guests out
in the audience:

It is a pleasure that | represent 33,555 members of this great organiza-
tion and for those members this year they have donated over $8 million
worth of dollar credits for the VA and medical system hospitals. One other
thing I would like to tell you, we did have some problems at the beginning
of the year, but our budget looks like we will be $40,000 in the black.
Commander-in-Chief, thank you for this opportunity at this time.
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COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: Thank you very much. | want to
thank each and every one of you for your patience this morning. | know
this has been a long session. We have heard from some very important
individuals. | thank you for attending this Joint Opening Session.

| know we are going to have a great Convention. Please remember
tomorrow morning we will begin our session at 8:30, not 9:00 a.m. That is
8:30 tomorrow morning. | have a note here that we have an individual that
was with us this morning. He may still be in the audience.

He is from VFW Post 8551. He is a 94-year-old World War | veteran
and his name is George A. Clark. | want to welcome him to our
Convention. Thank you for being here. Thank you all for being here.

We will now have our Closing Ceremonies. Reverend Lyle Kell will
deliver the Benediction.

(Whereupon, National Chaplain Reverend Lyle N. Kell gave the Closing
Prayer.)

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: Sergeant-at-Arms, we will salute the
colors, please.

(Whereupon, the Salute to the Colors was given at this time.)

SERGEANT-AT-ARMS SARVER: Comrade Commander-in-Chief, the
Closing Ceremonies have been performed.

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: | now declare this Joint Opening
Session closed. Thank you all for your patience.

(Whereupon, the meeting was duly recessed at 11:50 o’clock a.m.)

DISTINGUISHED GUESTS BANQUET
AUGUST 19, 1996

(The Distinguished Guests Banquet of the Veterans of Foreign Wars of
the United States, meeting in the Commonwealth Convention Center,
Louisville, Kentucky, was called to order at 7:00 o’clock p.m., by W. J.
Cannon, Chairman, Board of Directors, VFW 97th National Convention.)

COMRADE CANNON: Comrades, ladies and gentlemen, please give
your attention. Will the audience please rise and remain standing until after
the Invocation and the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

I will now call on the National Chaplain of the Veterans of Foreign
Wars, Reverend Lyle N. Kell.

(Whereupon, the Invocation was given by National Chaplain Lyle N.
Kell.)

COMRADE CANNON: Comrades, Sisters and Gentlemen, please join
me in the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag of our country.

(Whereupon, the Pledge of Allegiance was had at this time.)

INTRODUCTION OF MASTER OF CEREMONIES

COMRADE CANNON: Welcome to the 97th National Convention
Distinguished Guests Banquet. You see them before you, of course, but we
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in the VFW consider all of you distinguished. | consider it a pleasure to
have the special privilege this evening of introducing a distinguished mem-
ber of the Veterans of Foreign Wars who will serve as your Master of
Ceremonies for the remainder of this evening.

Jim Nier was elected Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief, at the VFW’s
96th National Convention in Phoenix. Jim is the third Texan to be elected
to this high office.

Following a distinguished military career, which included service in
Vietnam and Korea, Jim served as an Assistant Director of Personnel, and
later a mathematics instructor at El Paso Community College.

In January, 1987, he was appointed as Director of the Veterans
Assistance Office for El Paso County, a county with over 54,000 veterans.

A Life Member of VFW Post 8919 in El Paso, Jim has held numerous
VFW offices at the Post, District, Department and National levels. He
earned All-American honors as a District Commander in 1987 and as State
Commander of Texas in 1990.

| am most pleased to introduce to you the Senior Vice Commander-in-
Chief of the Veterans of Foreign Wars, Jim Nier from the great Lone Star state
of Texas.

SENIOR VICE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF NIER: Thank you, W. J., for
that very kind introduction.

Ladies and gentlemen, distinguished and honored guests, | am proud to
serve as your Master of Ceremonies this evening. | know we have a very
special program, but before we begin that program we would like to serve
dinner. For your dining pleasure we have a musical group with us called
the “New Odyssey.”

Whatever your musical interests are, this group will cover them from
Beethoven to be-bop; from the 40’s to thee 80’s, they can play it all. Now,
with four band members playing 30 different instruments, let’s enjoy this
very popular group, “New Odyssey.”

(Whereupon, the dinner was served at this time.)

SENIOR VICE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF NIER: Ladies and gentlemen,
may | have your attention, please. Will everyone please be seated so we
can introduce our distinguished guests. It is now my honor to introduce our
head table guests.

(Whereupon, Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief Nier introduced the dis-
tinguished guests at this time.)

INTRODUCTION OF COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF PAUL A. SPERA

SENIOR VICE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF NIER: | am privileged this
evening to introduce to this very special audience the National
Commander-in-Chief of the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States.

Since its beginning, the VFW has drawn together dedicated men and
women who share the same concern and love for America and its veterans.
With a long and proud history of accomplishments, the VFW has always
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been in the forefront of every constructive program to set forth, expand and
protect the rights and privileges of America’s veterans.

Whether its efforts are for a strong national defense or concern for the
nation’s veterans, the VFW must have inspired leaders who will guide us
wisely. We have been most fortunate to have a man of this stature to guide
us this year.

Throughout his 30 years of active involvement with the Veterans of
Foreign Wars, Paul Spera has been a man on the move, helping his fellow
veterans and his community. In keeping with his motto “Call to Duty,” he
has worked hard to address the concerns, the resolves and the mandates of
the VFW.

Ladies and gentlemen, | am pleased to introduce to you a man dedi-
cated to working for America’s veterans and the Veterans of Foreign Wars,
our Commander-in-Chief, Paul Spera, from the great state of Massachusetts.

(Whereupon, the assembly extended a prolonged standing ovation.)

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: Thank you, Jim, for that very gener-
ous and warm introduction. My remarks tonight will be very brief. You see
standing before you a very proud man who for the last twelve months has
had the wonderful privilege of leading the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the
United States. Leading this great organization is very gratifying.

| have seen the results of the work and services of over two million
VFW members and the 750,000 members of the Ladies Auxiliary. In every
city and town | visited, | saw positive proof that the VFW and its Ladies
Auxiliary are a dynamic force serving our nation’s communities and our
nation’s veterans.

This year has been a pivotal year as the VFW works to ensure that vet-
erans’ programs receive proper funding. It has been a year of challenge as
we work to maintain the integrity of the VA and seek eligibility reform in the
VA health-care system.

In responding to our “Call to Duty” theme, we have supported our
armed forces in the need to maintain a strong national defense as congres-
sional budget cutters seek to save money at the expense of our servicemen
and comrades.

We have visited our men and women maintaining the fragile peace
accord in Bosnia. How proud | was to bring your message of support and
those wonderful VFW telephone calling cards as a visible sign of your sup-
port.

The VFW will continue to lead the way in what we believe to be the
best means of achieving our goal of the fullest possible accounting.

We take our role seriously and will continue, as we have throughout
the past 22 years, to monitor progress and results in working with Vietnam
and the other governments of the region. To do less would be a disservice
to our members, to those missing and their families and a disservice to what
the VFW stands for.

Your efforts and support of every program that we have undertaken in
the past year, whether it be in community and youth activities, Voice of
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Democracy, or Buddy Poppy, have proven that working together, we can be
successful.

Yes, it has been a very special year for me because | was proud to be
with and serve with the finest men and women of our nation, its veterans.

Now, before my personal mission as your National Commander-in-
Chief draws to an end, | wish to say on behalf of Joanne and myself, thank
you very much for your hard work, support and for answering the “Call to
Duty.”

PRESENTATION OF VFW HALL OF FAME AWARD,
GOLD MEDAL AND CITATION TO BILLY RAY CYRUS

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: We are honored this evening to pre-
sent our VFW Hall of Fame Award to a gentleman whose first album, “Some
Gave All,” became the biggest selling debut album in history, racking up
sales of ten million albums and earning five Grammy nominations.

Today, everybody knows Billy Ray Cyrus. His song “Some Gave All” is
a tribute to all of America’s veterans.

Despite his apparent sudden rise to fame, Billy Ray Cyrus, one of
America’s best-loved performers, was anything but an overnight sensation.
His success came only after a decade of dedication to his craft, and his
refusal to give up when door after door in Nashville was slammed in his
face.

His music tells the story of our everyday lives. For example, his third
album “Storm in the Heartland” provides a stirring account of the suffering
a midwestern farmer endures when the Mississippi River floods.

Ladies and gentlemen, please join me in a warm VFW welcome for a
great entertainer and a great American, Billy Ray Cyrus.

“The Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States Hall of Fame Award,
Gold Medal and Citation presented to Billy Ray Cyrus

“In special recognition of his outstanding career as a country singer and
in sincere appreciation for his support of America’s veterans as evidenced
by his moving song ‘Some Gave All’ and his participation in the cere-
monies dedicated to Korean War Veterans Memorial in Washington, D.C.

“In witness whereof, we have hereunto set our hands and the official
seal of the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States, this 19th day of
August, 1996.” This has been approved by the National Council of
Administration and signed by Paul A. Spera, Commander-in-Chief, and
Larry W. Rivers, Adjutant General.

Billy Ray, on behalf of everyone here congratulations and thank you
very much.

RESPONSE - MR. BILLY RAY CYRUS

MR. CYRUS: This is great. Thank you all very much for allowing me
to be a part of this evening. | can’t really accept this without a special
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thanks to the guy that changed my life a whole lot, a Vietnam Veteran who
wrote Achy Breaky Heart, Mr. Don Von Tress, who is out there. Thank you
very much, Don.

I would like to say to my dad over here, thanks for teaching me to work
hard and believe in my dreams and to have a purpose in life. When |
bought a guitar, | felt like my purpose was to make music. | always believed
some day my music could touch people’s lives.

To stand here today and being inducted into your VFW Hall of Fame for
the song “Some Gave All” proves that a person can have a dream and
believe in themselves and everyone has a purpose. Today with this medal
hanging around my neck and this plaque in my hand, | feel like part of my
purpose was | felt like people listened to the words and understand it.

The members of the VFW, you are the true heroes of America and you
people represent the song “Some Gave All” much, much more than | do.
Mr. Westmoreland, | just want you to know it has been an honor for me this
evening, and all of you many, many great veterans | will take to my grave,
“All gave some, but some gave all.” That is you guys. | love all of you men
and women. Thank you very much.

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: Billy Ray, can we impose upon you
to go over to the bandstand and sing that song for us.

(Whereupon, Billy Ray Cyrus sang “Some Gave All” at this time.)

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: | nearly forgot to do this. Along with
the Hall of Fame Award, Billy Ray, there is an honorarium of $1,500.

MR. CYRUS: For what?

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: You can do with it as you wish.

MR. CYRUS: Thank you very much. | appreciate it. Once again, what
means the most to me is this medallion hanging around my neck and the
plaque that my dad holds. Thank you very much for recognizing the song
“Some Gave All.” | love you all, | love America and | am proud of every
single one of you. Thank you very much.

PRESENTATION OF THE DWIGHT DAVID EISENHOWER
DISTINGUISHED SERVICE MEDAL AND CITATION
TO GENERAL WILLIAM C. WESTMORELAND

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  SPERA: The Head Table Guests,
Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen:

We are most honored this evening to present the Veterans of Foreign
Wars’ prestigious Dwight David Eisenhower Award to a member who is not
only a great soldier and a great American but a Life Member of this great
veterans organization, General William C. Westmoreland.

General Westmoreland’s long and dedicated service to the cause of
national security and world peace included distinguished service in World
War 1l, to include North Africa, Tunisia, Sicily and the Normandy Invasion,
service in the Korean War as Commander of the 187th Airborne Regimental
Combat Team, and in Vietnam when the U.S. involvement grew from a few
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thousand advisors to more than 500,000 American troops.

From 1968 to 1972, a period of political turmoil and strife within the
nation, General Westmoreland served as the Army Chief of Staff and super-
vised the Army’s disengagement from Vietnam as well as directing the tran-
sition from the draft to an all-volunteer force.

General Westmoreland’s untiring efforts to improve service life, profes-
sionalism within the service, job attractiveness and public understanding
and appreciation for the role of our military in our society helped to mold
our military force as we know it today.

The Noted British author Lieutenant General Sir John W. Hackett once
wrote, “What a society gets in its armed services is exactly what it asks for,
no more and no less. What it asks for tends to be a reflection of what it is.”

A visionary, General Westmoreland developed the foundation for
today’s military force by advocating and articulating the selfless deeds and
contributions of our military men and women, and America’s veterans to
world peace. General Westmoreland can proudly look at today’s profes-
sional and capable military force and see a reflection of his efforts.

Please join me in giving a very warm VFW reception to a friend and the
recipient of the 1996 VFW Dwight David Eisenhower Award, General
William C. Westmoreland.

“The Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States Dwight David
Eisenhower Distinguished Service Medal and this citation presented to
General William C. Westmoreland, United States Army, Retired

“In grateful recognition of his many years of dedication and distin-
guished service to the cause of national security and world peace through
World War I, Korea and Vietnam, a pivotal period in history, and in spe-
cial appreciation for his untiring efforts as an advocate for the selfless deeds
and contributions by our military men and women.

“In Witness Whereof, we have hereunto set our name and official seal
of the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States this 19th day of August,
1996.” This has been approved by the National Council of Administration,
signed by Paul A. Spera, Commander-in-Chief, and Larry W. Rivers,
Adjutant General.

General Westmoreland, thank you very much for all your service and
congratulations.

RESPONSE AND PRINCIPAL ADDRESS -
GENERAL WILLIAM C. WESTMORELAND

GENERAL WESTMORELAND: Billy Ray, you are a hard act to follow.
| am very grateful and very moved by this award that | have received, to be
granted by an organization with whom | have been acquainted with for
many years.

Fellow veterans and ladies and gentlemen, | am pleased and honored
to be here in Louisville and to address my fellow veterans and comrades in
arms. Indeed, to receive the Eisenhower Award is a unique pleasure. It so
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happens that General and former President Eisenhower was a personal
friend.

When he was President, | was a Major General commanding the 101st
Airborne Division in Ft. Campbell, in the State of Kentucky. Some of you
may be aware of the Ft. Campbell Reservation. Ninety percent of it is in
Tennessee, but ten percent of it is in Kentucky.

One of your Senators saw fit to ensure that that was the case. Every
time | would say, “Senator Kefauver of Tennessee,” he would say, “General,
| want you to jack up that post office and move it across the line.” One day,
many years ago, | received a call from the President of the United States
who wanted to see me.

At that time | was commanding Ft. Campbell and the101st Airborne
Division. So | took a plane and flew to Washington. | went to the Pentagon
and the Pentagon shuttled me to the White House where | reported to the
President. After an informal discussion, the President told me that he was
sending me to be superintendent at the United States Military Academy at
West Point, New York.

Among other things, he said, “I want you to do something about that
damn football team.” The Navy had won the last four or five contests.
Needless to say, | did what he suggested. 1 fired the coach, recruited the
Coach of the Year. The football program was turned around.

But having reminisced in that regard, | now wish to talk about more
serious matters. You know, the world today is a far different picture than
one observed throughout the Twentieth Century. That century is now com-
ing to a close, and we see a world that seems to be devoid of major with
imperialistic and ruthless dictators backed by a fanatical population.

We have seen the uncertain Europe for about 45 years, and now peace-
ful except for the problem with the Serbs. We see a demoralized Russia and
the rest of Asia a nervous center and a Third World struggling to play the
role. The Communist fever of Lenin and Stalin and now what seems to have
paved the way.

Apparently, there are today no imperialistic strong men on the world
stage. Even Khadafy of Libya and King Hussein of Iraq seem subdued. At
last, we have to vote for the realization of a real safe for democracy. To
understand the importance of what we see today requires reflection on the
Twentieth Century.

It has been a century in which a drastic transition has taken place,
where life on our planet earth has undergone great change. Now, what has
brought about that situation that we see today which gives us the prospect
of a normal, peaceful world?

It has been the confrontation, political, economic and military, by our
nation to aggression and the imperialistic conduct of some nations.
Decisions were made by our elected political authorities, but the telling
actions were by agencies of our government, in the main our military, our
Army, our Navy, our Air Force, our Marine Corps and our Coast Guard.

No one else could have done what transpired. Who really did the job,
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who did the fighting? It was our veterans. It was a man who answered the
call of this country, the man who supported the American ideals of human
freedom and liberty for all; a man who put his life on the line and in many
case gave it for defense with the right of national determination.

It was a man who tried to improve the lot of those threatened; a man
who persisted in dedicating himself to his assigned task, despite criticism
and the ridicule by some of his peers as they enjoyed the safety of his home-
land and the rights of our citizens.

That man can look any man in the eye and say | served my country for
the cause of freedom in this time honored tradition. Ladies and gentlemen,
that man is you. In time America will fully appreciate you and what you
did, and today here in this state, in this wonderful town, we recognize, and
| am honored to be a party to that recognition and those who played the
essential role in bringing about the freedom that we enjoy, a freedom that
has been contagious throughout civilization on our door.

The words that, in my opinion, describe that man, that man being the
American fighting man, the words of Roger Hammerstein best describe it in
his opera entitled “Stout Hearted Men.”

“Give me some men who are stout-hearted men, who will fight for the
right they adore.

“Start me with ten who are stout-hearted men and | will soon give you
ten thousand more.

“O! Shoulder to shoulder and bolder and bolder, they grow as they go
to the fore.

“Then there is nothing in the world that can block, halt or mar a plan
when stout-hearted men can stick together man to man.”

Stout-hearted men, you veterans, you are those men and | salute you.

Let me emphasize that you really did the job.

Today here in Louisville, you give his all and his support of country has
stood for through the years, which has been and still is a worthy cause, and
we recognize it this evening. So, | am honored to be a part of this organi-
zation. The VFW, the Veterans of Foreign Wars has set the example for the
young men and the citizens of our country. You have been a stalwart, you
have led the way. As a citizen and as a soldier, | express my thanks and my
appreciation. Thank you.

(Whereupon, the assembly extended a prolonged standing ovation.)

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: Thank you, General Westmoreland.
We are fortunate, indeed, that you have taken time to be with us this
evening. We are honored to have you with us and your remarks are great-
ly appreciated.

General Westmoreland has requested that the honorarium that accom-
panies the VFW Dwight D. Eisenhower Distinguished Service Award be
given to the Westmoreland Scholar Foundation, an educational foundation
dedicated to fostering reconciliation between the American and Vietnamese
people. Thank you very much for that, General.

I will now return the program to our emcee for the evening, Senior Vice
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Commander-in-Chief Jim Nier.

SENIOR VICE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF NIER: As our Distinguished
Guests Banquet for the 97th VFW National Convention comes to an end, |
would like to thank you for attending. | would also like to thank the “New
Odyssey” musical group for the wonderful entertainment they provided. |
know we are going to remember you.

| would like to congratulate our distinguished guests for their achieve-
ments and for what they have done for us as individuals and as a nation.

I do have a few announcements to make. The business session will
begin tomorrow morning at 8:30. That is a change from 9:00 o’clock. We
also will ask that you please and remain and enjoy the musical group “New
Odyssey” who will stay and perform for you for about an hour and one-half.

At this time if everyone will please rise, | will ask Reverend Kell to give
us the Benediction.

BENEDICTION - NATIONAL CHAPLAIN KELL

NATIONAL CHAPLAIN KELL: | think that it is very proper to stop and
bow our heads in honor and remembrance of those veterans who just died
in a plane crash while transporting some of President Clinton’s belongings
in a military plane. Shall we have this as a moment of silence.

Since | will not be around this way anymore, | will never be your
Chaplain again, | would like to say thank you for being able to serve you.
| have written a poem that | would like to quote to you. It is dedicated to
you as veterans. It is called “Above and Beyond the Call.”

“Few there be in the scheme of life who will chart a dangerous path,
stay on that road although the load is fraught with a fearful path.

“Above and beyond what is called their life second of the goal. The die
is cast, the decision is past to the esteem cry of their soul.

“Our dear vets, such people as you, your reward is freedom for all. The
USA is proud to say, you gave, you fought, you died above and beyond the
call”

God bless you. Let us pray.

Lord, as we depart from this good time of fellowship, we humbly ask
that you bless by your mighty power those things we have done here this
evening that these works will be multiplied many times for the benefit of all
veterans and their respective families.

Now, may the grace of our wonderful God be with us and may our
works here tonight be an odor of a sweet smell, a sacrifice acceptable and
well pleasing to you. In Christ'’s name | pray. Amen.

SENIOR VICE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF NIER: Ladies and gentlemen,
this concludes our program. Have a good evening. Thank you.

(Whereupon, the meeting was recessed at 9:10 o’clock p.m.)
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FIRST BUSINESS SESSION
TUESDAY MORNING, AUGUST 20, 1996

(The First Business Session of the 97th National Convention of the
Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States was called to order in the
Commonwealth Convention Center, Louisville, Kentucky, at 8:30 o’clock
a.m., by Commander-in-Chief Spera.)

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: 1 will now call this meeting to order.
Sergeants-at-Arms, you will prepare the room for the Salute to the Colors.

(National Sergeant-at-Arms George Sarver led the Convention in the
Salute to the Colors and the Pledge of Allegiance, and National Chaplain
Reverend Lyle N. Kell, gave the Opening Prayer from the Ritual.)

SERGEANT-AT-ARMS SARVER: Commander-in-Chief, the Opening
Ceremonies have been performed.

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: At this time we would like a Report
of the Credentials Committee.

REPORT OF CREDENTIALS COMMITTEE

COMRADE RICHARD TROMBLA (Post 1174 - Kansas): Richard
Trombla, Department of Kansas, Post 1174, Chairman of the Credentials
Committee. This is a temporary report at this time. Delegate strength,
11,695; Department Commanders, 36; National Officers, 28; Past
Commanders-in-Chief, 26; Members-at-Large, 1. That is a total of 11,786.

Commander-in-Chief, this is a temporary report of this Committee.

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: Thank you. At this time | would like
to call to the microphone the Chairman of the Convention Rules
Committee, Past Commander-in-Chief Clifford G. Olson.

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON CONVENTION RULES

PAST COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF CLIFFORD OLSON: Good morning,
Comrades. Comrade Commander-in-Chief, | want to thank you for the
appointment as Chairman of the Committee on Convention Rules. | also
would like to take this opportunity to introduce my Co-Chairman, Past
Commander-in-Chief Jim Kimery, from the great state of New Mexico.

The Report of the Committee on Convention Rules is to the 97th
National Convention of the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States,
meeting in Louisville, Kentucky.

Your Committee on Convention Rules met Monday afternoon, August
19th, and agreed on the following recommendations which | respectfully
submit for your consideration:

1. With exceptions noted below, Demeter’s Manual will be
recognized as the parliamentary authority for this Convention.
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2. When a delegate desires to make a motion or address the
Convention, he shall rise, address the Chair as “Comrade Commander-in-
Chief,” and after being recognized, shall state his name, Post number and
Department, before proceeding.

3. Debate shall be limited to ten minutes for each speaker.

4. A delegate shall be permitted to speak but twice on any
one subject, or any pending resolution, except by consent of two-thirds of
the voting strength of the Convention present; provided, that chairmen of
Convention committees may speak as frequently as necessary in connec-
tion with reports of their committees; and in the event of controversy, the
presiding officer shall not entertain any motion which will curtail further
debate without affording the maker of the motion or a member of the par-
ticular group presenting the resolution an opportunity for final rebuttal.

5. All resolutions offered by individual delegates must bear
the endorsement of the Department Commander or Department Adjutant
and must be submitted to the office of the Adjutant General for numbering
and referral to committees no later than 9:00 a.m., August 22, 1996, and
must be accompanied by a written explanation as to why the resolution was
not presented to the Department Commander for consideration.

6. All resolutions offered on the floor at the Convention, or
otherwise, shall be in writing and shall automatically, and without reading,
be referred to the Adjutant General for assignment to the proper committee.

7. Committee chairmen, in reporting on resolutions referred
to their committee, shall first read those resolutions on which favorable
action is recommended. Specific resolutions shall be set aside for individ-
ual action at the request of any delegate, the others being voted upon col-
lectively. After action has been taken on all such resolutions, the chairman
shall read the number and title of those resolutions which the committee
has disapproved. A resolution disapproved by the committee shall be auto-
matically rejected unless a motion is made and seconded that it be
approved, in which case it shall be brought up for debate and Convention
action.

8. This Convention will not consider any resolution dealing
with race, creed or religion, or endorse anyone for public office. This
Convention will not consider any resolution calling for the expenditure or
appropriation of organization funds.

9. This Convention will not consider any resolution endors-
ing legislation sponsored by any other veterans organization, or requesting
us to join with any other organization in sponsoring legislation not express-
ly proposed by the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States.

10. No person not a duly accredited delegate or member of
the National Convention shall participate in debate, directly or indirectly,
in a viva voce vote on any subject before the Convention.

11. Unit rule of voting shall not be allowed in this
Convention.

12. On roll calls, the Chairman or acting Chairman of each
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delegation shall poll his delegation on the floor and shall announce the
vote of his delegation.

13. Delegates may arrive at a vote in any manner they see
fit, but shall announce it in terms of full units and not in terms of a frac-
tional part of a vote.

14. When the report of the chairman of the delegation is
not acceptable to all members of the delegation and a poll of the
Department delegates is demanded by ten delegates of said Department,
the Adjutant General shall poll the delegates, without discussion of ques-
tion.

15. Voting shall be by acclamation, except when a roll call
be demanded by ten delegates representing Posts in ten separate
Departments.

16. Nominating speeches for the National Officers shall be
limited to five minutes each. Not more than two seconding speeches
shall be made for any candidate and such speeches shall not exceed two
minutes each. Nominations and election of National Officers will be held
according to the National Constitution and By-Laws and Manual of
Procedure, Article VI, Section 609.

17. Delegates and persons recognized by the Chair shall be
entitled to a respectful hearing and the Chair shall have the authority to
clear the gallery or the floor or have the Sergeant-at-Arms escort from the
floor any person or persons who may create any disturbances which inter-
fere with the orderly procedure of the Convention.

18. Consent of two-thirds of the voting strength of the
Convention present is necessary for suspension of the rules of this
Convention.

The Committee urges adoption of these Convention Rules referred to by
Clifford J. Olson, Chairman of the Convention Committee.

PAST COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF JAMES KIMERY: Comrade
Commander-in-Chief, James L. Kimery, VFW Post 9254, Albuquerque, New
Mexico. | move adoption of the rules as presented to the delegation.

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: | have a motion on the floor to adopt
the rules. Do I have a second to that motion?

COMRADE GLEN GARDNER (Post 3359 - Texas): | second that
motion.

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: The motion has been made and sec-
onded to adopt the Convention Rules. All those in favor will signify by say-
ing “aye”; all those opposed. The “ayes” have it.

Let me just take one moment to expand just a bit on what Past
Commander-in-Chief Cliff Olson said. Today we will have the Republican
nominee for President. Tomorrow we will have the Democratic Vice-
President, and on Thursday we will have the Reform Party Candidate for
President, Ross Perot.

Each of those days we will have an individual who is coming before
our Convention to speak to us on the issues. | would hope that no matter
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what your political persuasion is, no matter how passionately you feel
about politics, that if you feel you must have anything negative to say that
you will say it outside this room, and that anyone who comes to this micro-
phone will receive nothing but the utmost respect and dignity. | am sure
that as delegates to this Convention that is exactly what you will give them
all.

INTRODUCTION - LIEUTENANT GENERAL PRABANDH ITDHIKUL

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: For the past half century, Thailand
has been one of our most steadfast allies in Southeast Asia.

Standing side by side with our United Nations forces during the Korean
War and enduring the hardships of the Vietham War, the veterans of
Thailand understand the bond of comradeship that is forged on the field of
battle.

The War Veterans Organization of Thailand, which includes one of the
most modern health-care systems in the region, has provided, on a human-
itarian need, medical treatment to VFW members living in Thailand. An act
of care and kindness which we, as fellow veterans, acknowledge and great-
ly appreciate.

As Commander-in-Chief, and having visited Thailand, | with to thank
the War Veterans Organization of Thailand for their hospitality and gen-
erosity.

With us today and representing the Director General of the War
Veterans Organization of Thailand is the Advisor and Chief of the Office of
the Director General, Lieutenant General Prabandh Itdhikul.

Please join me in a warm VFW welcome for our special guest from
Thailand.

RESPONSE - LIEUTENANT GENERAL PRABANDH ITDHIKUL,
WAR VETERANS ORGANIZATION OF THAILAND

LIEUTENANT GENERAL ITDHIKUL: Commander-in-Chief Paul Spera,
all members of the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States,
Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen:

On behalf of the War Veterans Organization of Thailand, may | extend
greetings to all American veterans and distinguished guests who are here for
the 97th National Convention. Please allow me to express my deep appre-
ciation to the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States, and especially
Commander-in-Chief Paul A. Spera for inviting General Euamsak
Chulacharitta, the Director General, to the National Convention, and he
kindly assigned me as his representative for the second time.

My party and | have received a very warm welcome, both at the
Louisville airport and while we are staying here, which has instantly made
me feel at home.

Americans and Thais have enjoyed a friendly relationship for many
decades. Our economic, political and cultural cooperation have steadily
expanded and deepened. In the area of military, our two countries also
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share a common commitment. That is to work actively for peace and secu-
rity of people as a whole under a rule of liberty, justice and democracy.

From the same standing point, the United States and Thailand have
always been an ally in time of war. Since World War |, Thailand joined the
allied by sending volunteer military into war. The consequences of this
made all the allied enjoyed mutual interests in many ways and at the same
time had strengthened international relationship among nations.

Ladies and gentlemen, in World War Il, in 1941, Thailand still adhered
in the righteousness and justice. Our policy at that time was to protect our
sovereign, and we had received full support and encouragement from the
United States. It was considered that Thailand become a member of the
United Nations in 1946 by the assistance of the United States of America.
This would tie our friendship from then on. My fellow veterans, even
though we are far in distance, we are close in our spirit.

Distinguished guests, with the invasion of South Korea in 1950 by the
Communists North Korea, the United States, as principal participant, imme-
diately came to the aid of South Korea and requested members of the
United Nations to join in the war, including Thailand.

Americans and Royal Thai military had again fought side by side and
helped make a heroic performance at the battle of T-Bone, Pork Chop Hill
and many other operational areas. My dear friends, this was not the last
time that we had joined an experience together.

During the Vietnam War in 1965, the Royal Thai Army volunteer forces
had fought closely with the United States soldiers in the operation area in
Bienhoa Binhson Phuc Tho. The Il Field Forces of the United States and the
Royal Thai Army volunteer forces were most admired by the Vietnamese.
My brother in arms, “We will never walk alone.”

In the Gulf War, although Thailand did not directly enter the war but
gave assistance by sending a Thai medical team that joined the operation,
and we also sent officials to work with the United Nations Special
Commission to observe in Iraq.

Ladies and gentlemen, distinguished guests, nowadays there still are
armed conflicts in some region of the world as in Bosnia-Herzegovina, ter-
rorism in Northern Ireland and other countries because of an inconsistent
interest and idea. The conflict caused damage not only to lives, property,
morale and spirit of innocent people, but also to soldiers who sacrificed
their lives for these brutal, destructive and lack of humanity. Today we bow
to those soldiers and we pay tribute to the great deeds of all soldiers who
were given the longest, most difficult and bloodiest path to peace.

My fellow veterans, this year Thailand is celebrating the 50th anniver-
sary of His Majesty the King’s ascension to the throne. All Thai appreciate
it that President Bill Clinton has sent a letter of congratulations to His
Majesty. President Bill Clinton also mentioned the relationship of the
United States and Thailand in his letter.

| quote from the letter. “Our bilateral relations go back more than 160
years. During World War 1l, brave members of the free Thai movement
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joined with Americans to restore freedom to Thailand. Today, Thai and
Americans work together to promote peace, freedom and prosperity in
Southeast Asia bilaterally and through our cooperation in multilateral fora.”

The text | quote has expressed the good relationship and best wishes
between the United States and Thailand. | do hope that our friendship will
further strengthen for many years to come.

Last, but not least, may | wish each and every one of you good health
and happiness and a great success at the 97th National Convention.

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: Thank you very much, General
[tdhikul.

Please be patient with us for a couple of minutes. | know we are run-
ning ahead of schedule. The Rules Committee announced, and we have
said this time and time again, there is only one cap that is allowed on the
floor of the National Convention. You either wear a VFW cap, as | am wear-
ing now, or you don’t wear a cap. There are no baseball caps, no funny
caps, no straw hats, nothing but your official VFW cap, please. | will make
that announcement now.

PRESENTATION OF VFW NEWS MEDIA AWARD,
GOLD MEDAL AND CITATION

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: The VFW News Media Award is pre-
sented for outstanding contributions to the field of journalism. This year’s
recipient is Al Santoli, a contributing editor for Parade magazine, America’s
largest circulated publication.

An Army Infantry veteran who served with the United States 25th
Infantry Division in Vietnam, Al Santoli is a best-selling author of four his-
tories: “Everything We Had” which was nominated for the Pulitzer Prize,
and American book award, and named to the American Library
Association’s “All-Time Best Books” list.

His book, “To Bear Any Burden,” was the first history of the war and its
aftermath to give equal voice to Americans and Southeast Asians. Another
of his books, “New Americans, Immigrants and Refugees in the U.S. Today,”
has become a standard text in numerous colleges and other learning insti-
tutions.

His fourth book, “Leading the Way,” documents how senior American
military commanders in Operation Desert Storm learned the responsibility
and accountability of leadership as young servicemen during the Vietnam
War.

He has worked as a consultant to the refugee project of the Lawyers’
Committee for Human Rights. He has made numerous testimonies before
Congress regarding democracy in Southeast Asia, refugee protection and
human rights issues.

Al Santoli is a Special Assistant to Congressman Robert K. Dornan,
Chairman of the Military Personnel Subcommittee. Currently, he is on the
Board of Advisors of the Center for Security Policy in Washington, D.C. He
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is also on the Board of Directors of “No Greater Love,” a non-profit organi-
zation that supports families of United States military and civilians killed,
taken prisoner or missing in service to the United States.

| am pleased to present the VFW News Media Award to a great jour-
nalist and fellow veteran, Al Santoli.

“News Media Award, Gold Medal and Citation, awarded to Al Santoli.

“In special recognition of his distinguished career as an author and
journalist whose forthright reporting and analysis of the cause and effects of
the Vietnam War and its impact on today’s military and the plight of a
Amerasian children have contributed significantly to providing the
American people with a better understanding of a difficult period in
American history, and in sincere appreciation of his venerable service as a
Sergeant in the United States Army’s 25th Infantry Division in Vietnam
where he received a Bronze Star for Valor and three Purple Hearts.

“In Witness Whereof, we have hereunto set our hands and the seal of
the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States, this 20th day of August,
1996.” This has been signed by me as Commander-in-Chief, and by Larry
W. Rivers, Adjutant General.

RESPONSE - MR. AL SANTOLI

MR. SANTOLI: Thank you very much. Commander-in-Chief Spera and
Fellow Veterans, it is an honor to be here with you as fellow veterans and
also to be recognized for the work that | have done regarding history, mili-
tary history, which is about us, which is about the citizen soldiers, some of
whom are in a couple of years to do their duties and some have spent 20
years or more in service to their country.

The bond that holds us is an ancient one. It is a willingness to sacrifice
for those who would put their lives on the line for their country. In the spir-
it of what | tried to do with journalism, it is not so much reminisce on the
past, but to use the lesson of the past to prepare for the future.

A few thoughts | would like to share today are regarding what our chil-
dren and our grandchildren will face and the responsibilities that we have
in preparing the defense of their liberties and instilling in them the value of
freedom that most of us in this room know how precious it is because of the
friends that we have lost in the service of upholding that freedom.

Often it has been in circumstances in parts of the world that seemed to
have very little in common with the United States. However, | think that
one thing we have all learned is that freedom is something that you cannot
take for granted, and the threat to freedom anywhere in the world is a threat
to freedom here in our own country.

Again, that has to be done with judiciousness, both with civilian and
military leadership. The experience that we have in the wars that we have
fought and the military actions we have undergone, | think puts us in a posi-
tion to help prepare the next generation.

One of the greatest concerns | think that I have seen and one of the rea-
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sons why | have taken a little bit of time off from writing commercially or
voluntarily to work in the Congress is because of the emergency of China
as a major power and a major threat, not only to our freedom but to world
freedom.

Right now China is undergoing the greatest military build up in the
world. It is not only its nuclear capabilities but its tactical capabilities in
terms of the airplanes they are getting developed and manufactured by the
Russians that will give them the ability to project air power anywhere with-
in their region, which is the most viable trade partner of the United States.

They are undergoing a great build up of strategic capabilities of nuclear
missile productions by land, by sea, by submarines. During this coming
election year, | think one of the most important issues that we will have is
missile defense, which is not going to be cheap.

It is going to take sacrifice in order to build. It is essential given China
in its terribly serious strategic missile build up and the way of shipping those
missiles around the world to Iran and some of the other belligerent Middle
East countries, its partnership with North Korea, that we develop a region-
al missile defense as well as a national missile defense.

Another area that will be terribly important, is that we have learned
from mistakes the Japanese made in World War II. Right now China very
quietly and very robotically is building up its links of transport communi-
cation by rail, by road and by sea.

It is taking over the port of Hong Kong, which is a power projection in
the South China Seas. It is building rails that connected its Western
provinces with Laos into Burma, giving it access to the Indian Ocean on the
coast of Burma. Right now China basically controls Burma, which very few
people realize.

China is also making deals with the Russians and the Central European
nations to rebuild the silt road which would give the power projection abil-
ity to land into the area in the Middle East to be able to impact into the
Persian Gulf sometime in the future if it chooses to do so.

Last year | was very shocked to see that China was publicizing it was
doing high desert exercises which got very little press coverage here, but got
big coverage in China. My feeling is that the Chinese are very pragmatic
and they would not be doing high desert exercise unless sometime in the
future they intend to project their forces.

For the next generation, we have a very serious threat on the horizon,
which is China, that we cannot take for granted. We need to encourage our
politicians to be thinking about, our present day military planners to be
thinking about, and our economic planners.

We cannot afford to maintain a $20 billion or $30 billion trade deficit
with China, which is used to do this massive military build up with our
money, whether it were the toys that you buy at any K-Mart or Penney’s.
You can hardly find a toy made in the United States.

Sweaters, shoes, we have given away our capability to the Chinese and
they are using the economic resources, and they are benefitting from it, in
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order to do their military build up. We have to find a way of turning that
around. With the resources that we can gain from re-establishing a
stronger, viable U.S. economic and job base, those resources should be put
into our own missile defense system as opposed to helping China develop
their strategic defense, which is happening right now.

Those are a few thoughts | would like to share with you because of the
concern of our children and grandchildren. We are right now in
Congressman Dornan’s office, as Chairman of Military Personnel, we are
working very diligently on trying to get as full accounting as possible of
prisoners of war and missing in action.

You are invited to contact us at any time for us to give you updates of
the work that we are doing and the challenges that we see in getting a full
accounting, not only from Vietnam and Korea, but also from the Russians
and Chinese as well.

| once again thank you from the bottom of my heart for the award that
| have been presented today. It means a lot today because it comes from
fellow Americans. Thank you.

PRESENTATION OF COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPECIAL AWARD
TO MR. MACK FLEMING

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: It is my great honor this morning to
present the VFW Commander-in-Chief’s Special Award to a man who has
worked diligently on behalf of all of our nation’s veterans. Mack Fleming,
who recently retired after serving 26 years on Capitol Hill, was instrumen-
tal in the enactment of far-reaching veterans’ legislation.

During Mack’s 21 years as staff counsel and staff director to the House
Veterans Affairs Committee, he worked in a bipartisan manner to improve
medical care, compensation, and other benefits to our nation’s deserving
veterans. He earned the respect of members of Congress and staff because
of his professionalism, knowledge and ability.

Our VFW Washington staff has worked closely with Mack Fleming over
many years. A man of integrity, capability and character, his ability to work
with all sides on the issues, to ensure that all views were heard, and to build
consensus where possible, resulted in the enactment of far-reaching veter-
ans’ legislation.

Under his guidance, the measure elevating the VA to cabinet status was
signed into law. The new G.. Bill, which profoundly improved the ability
of the armed forces to recruit smart, capable young men and women was
nurtured into reality by Mack Fleming.

Perhaps his greatest effort resulted in providing an entitlement to inpa-
tient health care for service-connected and low-income veterans.

Please join me in welcoming a fellow veteran — he served with the
2nd Armored Division in Europe — and a man who has devoted his life’s
work to helping veterans, Mack Fleming.

“The Commander-in-Chief’s Special Award presented to Mack Gerald
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Fleming.

“In recognition of his outstanding contributions in meeting the needs of
America’s veterans during nearly three decades of extraordinary service in
the United States House of Representatives as Chief Counsel and/or Staff
Director of the Committee on Veterans Affairs.

“August 20, 1996, Paul A. Spera, Commander-in-Chief.”

Mack, thank you very much for all that you have done for American
veterans.

RESPONSE - MR. MACK FLEMING

MR. FLEMING: WEell, | would certainly like to thank Commander-in-
Chief Paul Spera for this honor. It is one thing to receive awards while you
are a Staff Director and Chief Counsel of the Committee, it is something else
to get the award after you have been gone for 15 months.

| now reside in South Carolina. | have a boat, a rod and reel, and | am
doing some of the things | wanted to do for so many years. Let me say what
a great pleasure it has been working with the Veterans of Foreign Wars. |
take great pride in the work we accomplished on Capitol Hill, the body of
law that our veteran is the envy of the world.

It is because we have worked together for the Veterans of Foreign Wars
and the other veterans organizations to put that body of law together to
maintain the hospital system that we have and the benefits and services that
were provided to our nation’s veterans.

| remember well when my brother returned from World War Il. He was
on a troop ship to Japan when they dropped the bomb. He served the patri-
otic forces of the 92nd. | worked with Congressman William Jennings, one
of seven boys who served in his family in World War II.

| had the privilege of working with Ray Roberts of Texas, and Mr.
Derrick of South Carolina, and for 15 years Chairman of the Committee,
Sonny Montgomery of Mississippi. | must tell you when I was sitting in the
audience yesterday, when he was talking about leaving the Congress, | can’t
imagine veterans being without the leadership of Sonny Montgomery,
because he has been a true leader on veterans’ issues for many, many years.
You will miss him.

Although there are other capable people in the Congress, | don’t think
anyone has the commitment to veterans That he did.

Finally, let me say that | have had the opportunity to serve with 21 great
Commanders-in-Chief of this organization and, most of all, we have
worked so closely with your staff and officers in your Washington office. |
mean people like Howard Vander Clute, Larry Rivers, Clifford T. Holt. 1
grew up with the best of them. | want to thank all of them for helping me
the way they did in understanding and getting accomplished the things that
| think would benefit veterans.

Finally, I would say | want to give special recognition to a personal
friend of mine, Cooper T. Holt of Tennessee. When | arrived in Washington,
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he took me under his wing, and | must say, and | will confess to all the del-
egates here, what | learned about veterans organizations, most of it came
from Cooper T. Holt. | value his friendship and | will always value his
friendship as long as | live.

| thank all of you members of the VFW for the support you have given
me during my 21 years with the Committee. | deeply appreciate this recog-
nition. Thank you.

INTRODUCTION OF
BRIGADIER GENERAL WILMA VAUGHT, USAF (RET.)

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: Ladies and gentlemen, in 1986,
Congress authorized the construction of a memorial in Washington, D.C.,
that would be a lasting tribute to the women who have served or are serv-
ing in our nation’s armed forces. Last year, the ground-breaking for that
memorial took place at the gates of Arlington National Cemetery.

When one considers that almost two million women have served the
U.S. military throughout our history, from the American Revolution through
Operation Desert Storm, it is most fitting that such a memorial receive the
backing and support of the Veterans of Foreign Wars.

This morning we are pleased to have with us the distinguished
President of the Women in Military Service for America Foundation, Retired
Air Force Brigadier General Wilma Vaught.

Prior to her retirement from active duty, General Vaught served as the
senior woman military representative to the Defense Advisory Committee
on Women in the Services from 1982 to 1985.

Please join me in a very warm welcome for a fellow VFW member and
President of the Women’s Memorial, Brigadier General Wilma Vaught.

REMARKS - BRIGADIER GENERAL WILMA VAUGHT

BRIGADIER GENERAL VAUGHT: Chief Spera, what | just want to say,
| am one of your newest Life Members, too. In 1987, we started our fund-
raising efforts for this memorial to honor all of America’s servicewomen, the
veterans who serve today and the ones who are going to serve in our wars.

That year we raised $10,000 that included a donation of $25 from one
VFW Post. You were with us from the very beginning. We have raised the
$18 million needed to build the memorial, and about half that cost goes for
repairing and restoring the existing stone and iron structures at our site at
the main gate at the Arlington National Cemetery.

These were greatly deteriorated from water and neglect over the 60
years they have been there. The exciting news now is that construction
started this past March. We are on schedule. This week the contractor will
start pouring concrete for the floor of the Education Center.

Paul, as you entered into office, you promised to help us and you did.
We received over $38,000 in 1995 as a result of the letter you wrote to the
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Departments and the Posts. We are indeed grateful to you and every Post
that has helped. We have a total now from the VFW of about $87,000, and
| hope to see this grow to $125,000 before the dedication — | am passing
it over to you — so the VFW name will go up on the wall in one of the
exhibit outposts alongside that of the VFW Auxiliary, which has already
donated over $120,000. That is your challenge.

Almost a thousand individual Posts have donated and many have
addressed their servicewomen. As we look forward to completion and ded-
ication of the memorial on October 18, 1997, we are working to raise the
money needed to equip and furnish the Education Center, build exhibit
cases, prepare the exhibits, buy the computer equipment for displaying the
registration information of the thousands of women who have been regis-
tered, many by VFW Posts and Auxiliaries, and get the audio-visual equip-
ment.

| have been really impressed since we have been here as the number
of you that have come to our exhibit down on the lower level and said you
have registered every woman veteran in your Post. | am counting on you
to continue donating so we can complete this great memorial in every
aspect, and open it October 18, 1997, debt free. Your help can make a
tremendous difference.

Paul, we hope you are going to be there with us on October 18, 1997.
We invite each of you to visit our exhibit downstairs and see the pictures of
our progress and construction, and see what the memorial will look like
when it is completed.

Also | will try to sell you one of our commemorative silver dollars, if we
can, right here. Paul Spera has one. Jim, | am on your case. You will have
one. So, thank you, and I just can’t thank you enough. Each of you has an
open invitation to be with us on October 18, 1997, when we dedicate this
memorial. | thank you very much.

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: | have no doubt that with the ener-
gy that you bring to this that this will be a success and you will have all this
money. | bought that coin on Veterans Day two years ago. She haunted
me in the East room of the White House and wouldn’t let me out until | paid
her thirty-five bucks. You better watch out. She will do it to you, too, Jim.

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON NATIONAL BY-LAWS,
MANUAL OF PROCEDURE AND RITUAL

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: At this time | would like to bring to
the microphone and the podium, the Chairman of the Committee on
National By-Laws, Manual of Procedure and Ritual, Past Commander-in-
Chief Howard E. Vander Clute, Jr.

PAST COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF VANDER CLUTE: Thank you,
Commander-in-Chief. | want to, first, express my thanks to you, perhaps
duty in a sense, for appointing me as Chairman of this Committee. | want
to thank my Vice-Chairman, Past Commander-in-Chief Art Fellwock of
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Indiana. Most of all, | want to thank the 112 members of this Committee
that met yesterday and assisted us so ably in resolving the issues that were
before us.

We hope this morning that the members and delegates assembled will
agree with the decisions that they have made. | want to assure you they
were thoughtful. | want to assure you, too, that the debate was lively. |
want to assure you that before we all left that room we knew exactly what
the issue was, and we were satisfied amongst us, the majority of us, perhaps
almost in unanimity, that we had made a decision that was in the best inter-
est of the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States.

Let me begin by telling you this, if | may, that the Committee, before it
began its debate, advised all the members that many of the By-Laws that
had been submitted had not been submitted in proper form and had been
returned. The reasons were obvious, and | agree, as do the members, that
they should have been returned.

| want you to know that those that were returned, approximately 95
percent address a problem that is on all of your minds, probably the most
sensitive and the most passionate issue internally that will come before this
Convention, and that is the raise in the Life Membership dues which are to
occur September 1.

Let me tell you that this debate centered around, | suspect, that single
issue. | will read the titles of the Proposed By-Laws, Manual of Procedure
and Ritual of changes that the Committee recommends for adoption.
Concluding that list, 1 will move for the adoption of those that the
Committee recommends. If you then wish to set aside any of those, it will
be proper to address the Chair and ask that they be set aside.

The following will be recommended for adoption:
B-4, Suspension and Revocation of Charter.
B-7, Vacancies and Removal of Elected Officers.
B-8, also Vacancies and Removal of Elected Officers.
B-9, Delegates, County Council, District Department
and National Conventions.
B-10, Elected and Appointed Officers; Chairmen and
Committees.
B-11 also concerns Officers, Elected and Appointed.
B-12 also concerns Officers, Powers and Duties.
B-13, again Officers Powers and Duties.
B-14, Inspection.
B-15, Eligibility. This one is the one that applies
to the Ladies Auxiliary.
B-23, Life Members.
B-24, District dues.

Then in the Manual of Procedure, M-1, Delegates - County Council,
District, Department and National Conventions.
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M-2, Inspection.
M-3, Formation, Control, and Disbandment of
Auxiliaries.

Under the section that relates to our Ritual, the Committee approved all
four Resolutions, R-1, R-2, R-3 and R-4.

Comrade Commander-in-Chief, |1 recommend adoption as recom-
mended by the Committee.

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: | have motion to adopt.
Microphone No. 1.

COMRADE GLEN GARDNER (Post 3359 - Texas): Comrade
Commander-in-Chief, Glen Gardner, a delegate from Post 3359, Garland,
Texas. | ask that B-23 be set aside.

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: B-23 is set aside. Microphone No.
1.

COMRADE WAYNE BUCK (Post 1888 - Michigan): Comrade
Commander-in-Chief, | ask that B-15 be set aside.

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: B-15 will be set aside. Microphone
No. 1.

COMRADE DEAN WHITE (Post 27 - Europe): Comrade Commander-
in-Chief, Dean White, Post 27, Department of Europe, | second the motion.

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: What motion are you seconding?

COMRADE DEAN WHITE (Post 27 - Europe): The motion from the
Chair for the adoption.

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: Hold on just a second. We have got
a second for the motion to accept. Are there any others that anyone wants
to set aside? | have B-15 and B-23 as the only two that have been asked to
be set aside. The motion has been made and seconded to adopt the rec-
ommendations of the Committee.

On the question, all those in favor will signify by saying “aye”; all those
opposed “nay”. The “ayes” have it. The By-Law changes are adopted except
B-15 and B-23.

PAST COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF VANDER CLUTE: Thank you,
Commander-in-Chief, and thank you, comrades. We have B-15 before us.
It has been set aside. You already have a motion to adopt, so | suspect that
we can just continue with the debate for consideration.

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: They are set aside.

PAST COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF VANDER CLUTE: We have a motion to
approve and it has been seconded. You have asked it be set aside and now
is the time to debate it.

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: Microphone No. 1.

COMRADE WAYNE BUCK (Post 1888 - Michigan): Comrade
Commander-in-Chief, Wayne Buck, National COA from the State of
Michigan. I would like to have the —

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: Excuse me. Just so everybody
understands, when you come to the microphone you need to stand plain-
ly and clearly your name and your Post number for the record, and your
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Department.

COMRADE WAYNE BUCK (Post 1888 - Michigan): Comrade
Commander-in-Chief, 1 am Wayne Buck, Post 1888, from the State of
Michigan. | would like to have that last sentence that was deleted in B-15
read to the delegation.

PAST COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF VANDER CLUTE: The last sentence
that is to be deleted reads as follows: “Women eligible for membership in
the Ladies Auxiliary must be citizens of the United States and not less than
16 years of age.”

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: Microphone No. 1.

COMRADE WAYNE BUCK (Post 1888 - Michigan): Comrade
Commander-in-Chief, | stand before you as a delegate to this Convention
and as a delegate from Michigan asking you to reject this Amendment B-15
and disregard that, such that you are taking in place of what is there
already. | would like to say that you leave in that you have to be a U.S. cit-
izen to belong to the Auxiliary. Thank you.

PAST COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF VANDER CLUTE: Let me tell you the
thought process that went into this, if | may, so there is no misunderstand-
ing. You might not agree precisely on what you have just said. The Ladies
Auxiliary is not our organization.

It belongs, as | think we will all admit, to the Ladies Auxiliary. This is
to facilitate the fact that the Ladies Auxiliary may debate this issue them-
selves. As long as citizenship is a requirement in this By-Law, they cannot
debate it on their floor.

Let them decide whether they want to accept into their membership
the hard working wives of our members overseas who would like to be
members of the Auxiliary, and let them then decide whether this is in their
best interest. That was the thought process of the members of the
Committee.

(Whereupon, Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief Nier assumed the
Chair.)

SENIOR VICE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF NIER: The Chair recognizes
Microphone No. 2.

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF PAUL A. SPERA (Post 144 - Massachusetts):
| am Paul Spera, a delegate from Post 144 in Massachusetts. | come to the
microphone to say to you that this resolution was entered at the request of
those individuals in the Department of Europe, the Pacific Areas, and
Central America.

For a number of years they have been trying to get this issue resolved.
They have wives who are non-citizens, and | have visited each of those
Departments and | have seen firsthand the type of work that these wives do.
They are not able to be members of the Ladies Auxiliary.

Basically, all they are asking for this year is a fair chance. The Ladies
Auxiliary will be debating the same kind of resolution on their floor. Every
time this issue has come up, someone comes to the microphone on our
floor and states that we should not be involved in this, that this is an issue
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that the ladies should take care of.

Then someone comes to the floor at the ladies meeting and says we
should not be considering this because this is an issue that the men have to
take care of, because this is in their By-Laws. Now, the ladies will decide
the issues for themselves at this Convention.

All' I 'am asking us to do is to step out of their way and let them make
the decision. That is all that this resolution does. It gives them the oppor-
tunity. The wives | have spoken to, each of these foreign departments have
said to me if the ladies decide that they do not wish to change that citizen-
ship requirement, they can live with that.

They will still work beside their husbands for the benefit of the VFW.
All they are asking for is a fair chance. If we step out of the way with this
resolution, the ladies can decide for themselves. [ think that is what they
should do. Thank you.

SENIOR VICE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF NIER: The Chair recognizes
Microphone No. 3.

COMRADE GEORGE RINKOWSKI (Post 5530 - Ohio): | am Father
Rinkowski, Post 5530, Toledo, Ohio. | am interested in this for another rea-
son than the one just proposed. You see, in the history of the world, the
degradation of women has always been to put them down and this does
this.

| go back to year 3500 B.C. That is when it first started. The wars were
fought in order to capture women and children. They continued all through
until Hitler did the same thing and that was pointed out the reason for the
war. Everything was designed in regard to putting women down.

In the history of the world, there is no country that ever rated its women
in accordance with their dignity as women until we, the United States of
America, did that. They were given the right to vote a few years ago. It con-
tinued from there until the present time.

Now, their dignity is such that they have special dignity with value and
purpose, value that its present worth and purpose and future worth, and this
degrades them to a position where they are second rated citizens and they
have to say they would prefer to have men in the ladies organization and
suddenly the idea of nobility, they are something as women and they are
not worth something that women related to men but they are women relat-
ed to themselves.

They are a special person and they are not to be compared to men in
any way, and men are not to be rated with them as the accepted policy in
voting equality in work and equality in return, but not equality related to
the person. This is proposed and we don't oppose it.

We are agreeing with them that they are reduced to a secondary posi-
tion. We should continue to rate them for what they are and a position
related to their quality and superior in relation to their purpose. We do not
state the purpose of men and women the same, and that is a violation and
denial of human nature.

We should say that we as the organization, members of the Veterans of
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Foreign Wars, reject it and point that out to them. Now, we changed the
word “ladies” to say VFW and very fine women, you would be closer to the
truth if you did this now. But when you say that men can be in the ladies
organization by changing that one little thing, putting VFW there, that is
contrary to the nature of women.

We are attacking women’s femininity and we are denying this between
mothers and sisters and husbands. We are denying all of that, but we agree
with this. [ think that we as a men’s organization should recognize that they
are special, that they get special treatment, that they are women.

They are not men. They are for real and we should be the ones who
propose that more than anybody else in the whole world. We are the only
country that recognizes them for their dignity as women, and this is a denial
of that dignity. We should absolutely say something about it and not just
pass it off and say let them do it themselves.

This may have been proposed by somebody else. | don’t think that
came out of their own mind. | say we should definitely put it on record that
we repudiate this concept. Women are women and they are special, made
special in the eyes of God, are these women are doing —

SENIOR VICE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF NIER: Comrade, | will ask you
to get back on the subject. There are others that need to speak

The Chair recognizes Microphone No. 2.

COMRADE JOHN LEWIS (Post 15006 - Colorado): The last year and
the year before, since we have opened up our membership to the Korean
War veterans or the Korean veterans that have served over there, | have
recruited a good many people, especially around Ft. Carson, Colorado.

They circulate these people back and forth, and a lot of these people
have brought Korean wives back. If we are going to open up our organi-
zation to people and we expect them to belong to the VFW, | don’t think
we should stand in the road having their wives to belong to the VFW
Auxiliary.

I move the question.

SENIOR VICE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF NIER: That does require a sec-
ond. Do | hear a second?

Microphone No. 1.

COMRADE GLEN GARDNER (Post 3359 - Texas): | second the motion.

SENIOR VICE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF NIER: It is not debatable. The
motion before us is to close debate. | will call for the question. Those in
favor will signify by saying “aye”; those opposed by the same sign. The
“ayes” have it. Now, we must vote on the motion to adopt B-15. Those in
favor of adopting B-15 will signify by saying “aye”; those opposed by the
same sign. The “ayes” have it.

(Whereupon, Commander-in-Chief Spera assumed the Chair at this
time.)

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: The next one that was set aside was
B-23.

The Chair recognizes Microphone No. 1.
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COMRADE GLEN GARDNER (Post 3359 - Texas): Comrade
Commander-in-Chief, | stand in opposition to B-23. B-23 has to do with
the Life Memberships in this organization. A decision was made by the
Trustees of this Life Membership Fund to do something that would soundly
affect the future of this organization.

It raises the fees by not following the guidelines or the Departments of
this organization. There is also a problem with B-23 in the fact the way it
is written we are not mandated to have any kind of pay-out. It says $3.50,
but it goes below that and they could increase that or decrease that as they
see necessary.

The Life Membership pay-out to the Departments and Posts could go as
low as nothing if this Committee felt that was what could happen with the
actuaries. | would ask that we defeat B-23, Comrade Commander-in-Chief.

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: The Chair recognizes Microphone
No. 2.

COMRADE EUGENE MANFREY (Post 6827 - Florida): Comrade
Commander-in-Chief, Eugene Manfrey, Post 6827, St. Petersburg, Florida,
and a member of the National Council of Administration. | also rise for the
purpose of defeating this particular resolution, based on the fact that the
resolution was proposed by the Life Membership Committee.

As Chairman of the Budget and Finance Committee for the State of
Florida, if we pass this resolution we will continue to lose money on our
Life Memberships. We have over 43,000 members in the State of Florida.
We get $6.25 for a new and reinstated member, and we get $5 for a Life
Member.

By defeating this motion would help us to make up that deficit of
$73,000 that we lose. In the State of Florida, we have had to adjust our
budget by $58,000 because of the loss of revenue. Many of the Posts, and
| understand this, that the Posts say they can’t rely on this money from their
membership.

| disagree with them. [ think that most of the Departments, most of the
Posts do recognize this. Now, it raises, as far as the proposal by the
Committee, everybody is talking about the 81-year-old. | understand what
they are talking about.

By the same token, if this guy is 81 years old, he had 60 years to
become a Life Member of this organization if he belonged that long. The
members of those particular Posts that had those 81-year-olds, | don't see
them clamoring to become Life Members, | think that those Posts should
buy Life Memberships for their 81-year-olds. | speak in opposition.

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: The Chair recognizes Microphone
No. 3.

COMRADE HOWARD VANDER CLUTE (Post 6467 - New Jersey):
Comrade Commander-in-Chief, Howard Vander Clute, Post 6467,
Department of New Jersey, and Chairman of the Committee on By- Laws,
Manual of Procedure and Ritual. | have chosen to speak from here because
| think it is more appropriate.
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| am in favor of B-23 being adopted because | recognize the passion of
the issue. Everyone appears to be opposed to the new fees that are now
being levied on September 1st, or planned to be levied on September 1,
1996. Although there is not a perfect By-Law change proposed, amongst
all of those that we have accepted, this By-Law change is the only one of
all that had been proposed that will return the fee to that we now pay.

That seems to be what the members want, or at least indicated to me
yesterday at the meeting. Now, | recognize there are imperfections and |
recognize the fact that the Quartermaster General and the members of the
Board of Trustees of the Life Membership Fund have reduced that pay out.

Let me say that is not likely to happen with the remarks of our
Quartermaster General yesterday. He indicated to us that he could pay out
$5 this coming year in 1996-'97 for all the Life Members that we have. So
what this will do is return it to the old price after September 1st when this
becomes effective.

Number two, the Quartermaster General has indicated he will pay the
$5.

Number three, if | may rebut my good friend’s argument, no Post in this
world needs the additional two dollars to meet their bills. If they can't pay
their bills with the $5 they receive back from the Life Members now, they
have mortgages, light bills, electric bills, all the things that the Association
themselves with running a Post, the two dollars more per Life Member
means nothing.

But two dollars more on 500,000 or one million means a great deal to
the National Organization. They are the biggest benefactor when this
occurs. Let’s start thinking about the members who have to sell these Life
Memberships. Let’s start thinking about the members who want those Life
Memberships in their Posts, not only for the prestige for their members, but
the prestige for their Posts, and they are satisfied with the $5 pay-out.

Having said all of that, let me say this. | recognize as much as any
National Officer or any member that sits in this delegation, that we have a
fiduciary responsibility to appropriately fund the Trust Fund. We certainly
don’t want to do anything to endanger that responsibility.

| also know that we must maintain the integrity of that fund. 1 also
know, because the Quartermaster General reported it and because it is
borne out by the report of the auditors that the fund is short. But, for heav-
en’s sake, my comrades, let’s address that problem, but not with the 60 and
70-percent increase in Life Membership fees.

Let’s send a message to the National Headquarters that we want equal
increase and that we maintain the integrity of the fund. That is all we are
asking for.

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: The Chair recognizes Microphone
No. 1.

COMRADE DON LINSCOTT (Post 1603 - Maine): | again rise to say |
am in favor of this particular resolution, although it doesn’t have all the
things in it that | would like to see. Basically, what Past Commander-in-
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Chief Vander Clute said, many of his interests are also my same interests.

Statisticians are a wonderful thing if you can afford them. The statisti-
cians tell us that most of us are going to live to be 88.8. You know, as a
Maine farm boy all I know is that I have got 406 members. | lost 16 mem-
bers last year, and only one member was over 80.

| guess that sort of tells the statistician that maybe we have to look at a
new and different direction. That same report | got also told me that this
same statistician that tells me in 1999 they are going to lose 97,000 more
members. Guys, | don’t know about you, but the Department of Maine has
not seen a membership loss for the last three or four years.

My membership is not going to lose members by 1999. We have been
told that everything has to do with this Convention for we, the members.
Yet in the last Quartermaster’s Conference, | wanted new definitions. It
seems that when the National Organization wants to share information with
us, it means this is the way it is going to be.

| have sat here two days in Convention and went to my conference and
saw one side of the story. | don’t know about you. | saw one side of the
Life Membership story. | heard one side of doing away with the citizenship
for the Ladies Auxiliary.

| am for this amendment. If we pass this amendment, give us, the
members out here, ideas and let us come up with the fancy things. | hope,
gentlemen, that you will return this to the membership via a personal mes-
sage and give it to work together with the Committee.

Another thing, if in 1999 we are going to, as the report was given to me,
have more Life Members than regular members, then why shouldn’t we
have the right to vote on what the fees are going to be for the regular mem-
bers? Thank you.

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: The Chair recognizes Microphone
No. 2.

COMRADE JOHN MOON (Post 2873 - Ohio): Comrade Commander-
in-Chief, John Moon, Post 2873, Grover Hill, Ohio. | have heard in the last
year some of the comments that were made for or against what was going
to be brought up today. | have heard comments about the actuaries and
their statistics, and whatever it may be.

Then | heard yesterday again that these actuaries are many times
employed by life insurance companies, and that is true. These actuaries
have never left or allowed the Life Membership Company to go under. That
should be an appraisal and thanksgiving to these actuaries.

But then if we look at the Quartermaster General and his staff, who are
obligated to bring forward their outlines and their goals of what is neces-
sary, their fiduciary responsibility to see to it that the programs continue to
go in the black and not the red, or to be free speech every year.

Then again, you hear that we have over $115 million in that fund. That
is true. There is no problem with the $115 million in that fund to continue
to pay. However, over the last four years, at the going rate, the payments
are made to the respective Departments and to the Posts and to the National
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Organization, we are doing it at a decreasing rate and losing money.

It was not an easy decision to make, but when 500 accept it on the
floor, including the Commander-in-Chief, the Senior Vice Commander-in-
Chief, the Adjutant General and the Quartermaster General made that deci-
sion, it was not just a rubber stamp. It was from earnest thoughts put forth
to protect the integrity and the length and breadth of this VFW, not for today
or next week, but for 15, 20, 25 years to come.

If we allow ourselves to continue at the same rate structure, we will
deplete the funds. If we allow ourselves to continue at this mode, we are
definitely going downbhill in terms of the Life Membership. Again, we do
not need an increase, we would have to be paying less.

It is not the National is going to hurt as everyone seems to think, or nec-
essarily the Posts that are going to hurt, because as you just heard two dol-
lars is not going to pay a light bill. But collectively two dollars times many
will and collectively each and every Department, whatever the pay-out is
given to them, helps set forth their programs for what they have to do to
continue the success each and every year to promote the Veterans of
Foreign Wars. Thank you.

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: The Chair recognizes Microphone
No. 3.

COMRADE WILLIAM KIRSOP (Post 4256 - Florida): Thank vyou,
Commander-in-Chief. | am Bill Kirsop, VFW Post 4256, Vero Beach,
Florida. I come before this microphone to ask the comrades to reject B-23.
Also | have a responsibility as Department Adjutant Quartermaster for the
Department of Florida.

| must have gone a little bit deaf. Yesterday | sat in the meeting of the
Bylaw Committee. | heard what went on there, and | heard something else
out of the Quartermaster General. | heard the Quartermaster General, and
anyone can correct me if | am wrong to say to us, and | received a letter this
year that we would receive five dollars.

| heard him also say that it would be necessary to reduce it next year to
four dollars. Our By-Law says right now he can reduce it as low as $3.50.
With a reduction to four dollars, my Department would lose almost
$58,000 next year. At the present rate of five dollars, our Department could
only raise funds through dues and through fund-raisers.

We don’t have canteens like some of the Posts do. We have to pay the
National Organization, we have to pay the Veterans Service Program, which
is so close to my heart. The Department of Florida, in 1988, when we
opened up the Department Service Program at our own expense, no
expense to the state, no expense to no one, we opened up with a dollar
increase in our annual dues, which came to about $40,000.

| can’t go back and ask the annual members to continue to pay for the
increase at the Department’s expense. When you talk about an increase of
what it is, me as a veteran and a veteran since 1969 in the VFW, | have got
more than my money back for the $200 dues | have paid.

| would be honored, and | know this organization is still worth $300 to
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be a member. 1 ask you to reject B-23 and ask our Quartermaster General
to look into the 21st Century and not think of immediately. Thank you.

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: The Chair recognizes Microphone
No. 1.

COMRADE DON HARTENBERGER (Post 3553 - lllinois): Comrade
Commander-in-Chief, | am Don Hartenberger, Post 3553, Chester, Illinois,
and State Commander of lllinois. | am in favor of adopting this resolution
for the simple reason there are many things that come before us at our
Senior’s Conference in Kansas City this spring.

| went to our Quartermaster and his office and | said, “Is this fund in
any danger of going broke? Is it something that we need to address right
now?” | was assured at that meeting there or at his office that they could
pay $5 fees from now on to kingdom come, and that this money would
never go broke.

Also | have been interested in that we have approximately 900,000 Life
Members. | would say half of those members, about 450,000, are World
War Il veterans. In 10 to 15 years there will not be a lot of World War I
veterans left. What will happen to that principal amount then? Are we not
going to still have that so we can draw interest off that?

| don’t think we will sell that many more Life Members in the next 10
to 15 years. Looking at the graphs that | have been shown, it shows a mem-
bership increase or a fee increase that our membership goes way down.
We don’t see many Life Memberships, and it takes six to eight years to build
it back to where it was.

Also had | been in favor of this resolution, | would be against it now
from all the literature | got. It seems to me like the National is trying to sell
us something. | get a letter almost on a daily basis on this program. | have
a stack of mail this thick. When somebody tries that hard to sell something
to me, | look deeply into it because something is wrong. Thank you very
much.

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: Thank you.

The Chair recognizes Microphone No. 2.

COMRADE RON RUSKO (Post 9460 - Connecticut): Comrade
Commander-in-Chief, Ron Rusko from Post 9460, Stratford, Connecticut,
and a member of the Bylaws Committee. Comrade Commander-in-Chief,
and fellow delegates, this By-Law amendment was debated for quite a long
time yesterday with over 120 members of the Committee.

We concur. The entire Committee concurs with the National
Organization that, in fact, the Life Membership fee must be raised. We con-
curred that the fees must be raised. We concur with James Nier, Senior Vice
Commander-in-Chief, the Quartermaster General and everyone else, the
members of the Life Membership Committee, that they must be raised.

What we don’t concur with is that they be raised so darn high in one
year. That is what we don’t concur with. We believe, and | think this was
a consensus of the Committee, and | am not trying to speak for the entire
Committee that was sitting in that room, we believe if we were to take and
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have the Life Membership Committee come up with a fair and equitable
range for the Life Membership fee and come back to these delegates next
year and present it to us, that there would be no problem raising the Life
Membership fee.

The Quartermaster General stated yesterday in the meeting that they
had planned to pay the $5 and were prepared to pay $5 per member this
coming year, and that the thought was not any financial hardship for the
next year. | suggest to you and | ask you to adopt B-23.

Give the Committee a year. Give us, the delegates of this organization,
a year to decide on another fair and equitable raise for the Life Membership
fee.

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: The Chair recognizes Microphone
No. 3.

PAST COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF JOHN WASYLIK:  Commander-in-
Chief, John Wasylik, Post 2529, Sandusky, Ohio, Post Quartermaster and a
Past Commander-in-Chief. Also | am one of the older members on this
floor. | have heard this argument each time we have raised the Life
Membership dues that we are going to wreck the organization and | can’t
afford it, and all of that.

| remind you what | have said, | am a Post Quartermaster. | know how
our Posts need income. Of course, that is true up and down the organiza-
tion. The entire organization needs more income. Comrades, | started 36
years ago as an optometrist. | would examine your eyes and give you a
gold-filled frame and bifocal lenses for $42. The exam is $50 now. | have
to charge more to keep that office open.

How do you expect to keep your Posts open? How do you expect to
keep your District moving? How do you expect the National Organization
to keep operating on less money or the same amount of money as ten years
ago? The fault lies in the fact that we didn't raise Life Membership fees ten
years ago when we should have.

We are already too late. We are hurting ourselves. As a result, we have
all these outside fund-raising programs that are hurting our membership far
more than any Life Membership raise will do. | have heard more com-
plaints from my membership about that than | do the fees we are charging
for the membership. | stand in opposition to this By-Law amendment and
| urge that we defeat it. Thank you.

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: Thank you very much. Just an
explanation before | go on to the next microphone. | just had to bring a
chair up here. For those of you who know since | have traveled with, | have
a back that has a tendency to pop out and it feels like it is about ready to
go. If I am sitting while it is going on, please excuse me. | don’t mean any

disrespect
Microphone No. 1, please.
COMRADE RUSSELL RIEKE (Post 5694 - lllinois): Comrade

Commander-in-Chief, | am a National Council member from District B that
represents the State of Illinois. Comrade Commander-in-Chief, | have had
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many phone calls and received many letters and talked with many National
officials on this dues increase.

| stand here this morning representing the State of Illinois, hopefully,
that we will approve B-23. | have been Post Commander for the second
time out of my home Post. | received All State Post Commander status due
to the hard work of my Committee that went out and sold Life
Memberships at the current rate. We had a tough time.

| also have spoken to the officials about is this fund in any kind of dan-
ger? | was assured this fund is not in any kind of danger. We hired people
to invest our money. At this time we have lived and paid the Life
Membership fee at the current rate off of our interest.

That Life Membership Fund will continue to grow because our investors
will see to it that our money is put in the right respective interest and get
the highest interest for it. | stand before you and all the delegates from the
State of Illinois hoping that we will approve B-23 for the Life Membership
and keep us at the same status. Thank you, Commander-in-Chief.

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: Thank you. Comrades, right now |
have a difficulty up here that we need to deal with. In about 15 minutes,
we need to clear this stage and prepare for the arrival of the Secret Service,
and the candidate, and all the hoopla that goes with that.

The problem that we have is we have an award to present to General
Shelton. If we don't present it now, he needs to leave by 11:00 o’clock and
we will not have the opportunity to make that presentation.

So what | will do, Comrade Nier, I will give you the option of either
speaking now and being the last speaker for right now, or the option of wait-
ing until we begin to debate again after the candidate leaves. Whichever
you prefer, | will give to you.

The other comrades, | know you are in line and you have been waiting
in line. If you can be patient with us and when this is over, line up back
the way you are now, | will appreciate that. We are going to have to cut off
debate. | have time for one more speaker. It is your call, Jim. You can do
it now or later.

Microphone No. 2, please.

SENIOR VICE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF NIER: Comrade Commander-
in-Chief, I understand the situation. | would only ask that when we return
to this issue | be allowed to speak first.

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: You will be first when we return. |
thank you very much. Thank you for your understanding, comrades.

PRESENTATION OF VFW ARMED FORCES AWARD,
GOLD MEDAL AND CITATION TO GENERAL H. HUGH SHELTON

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: Ladies and gentlemen, | am pleased
to introduce to you Army General Hugh Shelton. General Shelton current-
ly is the Commander of the United States Special Operations Command,
and is the recipient of the VFW Armed Forces Award for his role as the
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Commander of Operation “Uphold Democracy” in Haiti.

General Shelton and the forces that participated in the operation are to
be commended. Operation “Uphold Democracy” was an organizational
and leadership achievement of immense proportion. Prepared for combat
operations, the military forces while underway were able to successfully
change planes in mid air for an anticipated opposed landing to an unop-
posed peaceful landing of thousands of military forces.

They successfully completed the initial phase of the operation in the
allotted time.

The mission complete, General Shelton and his force successfully
achieved their four primary missions of protecting United States citizens,
national interests and designated Haitians; restoring civil order, conducting
civil military operations to stabilize the internal situation in Haiti and,
fourth, assisting in the transition of a legitimate government to Haiti.

General Shelton and those forces under his command are to be com-
mended for their actions which have reflected favorably upon the United
States and its Armed Forces. Their actions contributed to the security and
stability of a region important to the interests of the United States.

Please give General Shelton a very warm VFW welcome.

“VFW Armed Forces Award, Gold Medal and this Citation, presented to
General H. Hugh Shelton, Commander of Operation Uphold Democracy
and participating U.S. military forces.

“In special recognition of the immense organizational and leadership
achievement whereby our military forces were able to successfully accom-
plish their four primary missions of protecting U.S. citizens, national inter-
est and designated Haitians; restoring civil order; conducting civil-military
operations to stabilize the internal situation in Haiti, and assisting in the
transition of a legitimate government to Haiti.

“The actions of General Shelton and those forces under his command
reflect favorably upon the United States and its armed forces and con-
tributed to the security and stability of a region important to the interests of
the United States.

“In Witness Whereof, we have hereunto set our hands and the official
seal of the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States, this 20th day of
August, 1996. Approved by the National Council of Administration.” It has
been signed by Paul A. Spera, Commander-in-Chief, and Larry W. Rivers,
Adjutant General. Congratulations, General Shelton.

RESPONSE - GENERAL H. HUGH SHELTON

GENERAL SHELTON: Commander-in-Chief Spera, Fellow Veterans of
Foreign Wars and Family Members:

| am truly humbled and honored to be standing here in front of you
today and to be the recipient of this prestigious Armed Forces Award. To
be singled out as a representative of our great Armed Forces today makes
me proud both professionally as well as personally.
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| believe in a larger sense that you really don’t honor me as an individ-
ual but them, the boys in the Persian Gulf, the Marine standing at order in
Korea, the clerk-typist in the recruiting station in Los Angeles, or the Army
paratrooper waiting for the general jump light to come on somewhere in the
world today.

Gentlemen, | have had some successes in my career, but | can tell you
| have stood on the shoulders of giants to arrive here today. Men like the
sergeants who have told the young lieutenant how to survive and how to
make a difference in Vietnam years ago.

Now, my current assignment, | am harkened every day at the great
quality of young men and women in the Army, the Air Force and the Navy
that make up the United States Special Operations Command and the rest
of the military. You know today it is very popular to be labeled as one of
the best and brightest.

| would submit to you that our Armed Forces today, the personnel that
make them up, because of their professional competence, their courage
and their commitment to duty in the service to their nation, that they, like
you and those who have worn the uniform before, deserve to be included
in the best and brightest.

The best and brightest, because they understand that some things are
worth fighting for. They understand that some things are more important
than themselves and the moment. They know in their very souls as you
know that freedom isn’t free. Today, as General Westmoreland said last
night, we live in an uncertain peace.

Just yesterday | had the honor to stop in Ft. Benning, Georgia, en route
to receive a citation about the Falcon Ranger. As | leave here today, | will
travel to Ft. Campbell, Kentucky, to award the same award of the valor unit
citation to a former Special Operations Aviation Unit, in a war that was won
in Mogadishu, Somalia, and a few years ago in some of the intense fighting
that we have seen since Vietnam, an action that guaranteed posthumously
medals of honor and call for actions above and beyond the call of duty.

If you think that was entirely an Army action, | will tell you that there
also is an Air Force Cross and Silver Stars awarded to both sailors and air-
men as a result of that action. | think that you can see why | am honored to
be standing here today humbled by the award that you have presented.

All of you men and women have walked the dangerous path. Your
willingness to do what has to be done at the risk of your lives provided a
tremendous legacy for us, both a sacrifice and honor. As President Kennedy
said, “A nation reveals itself by the men that it remembers, the men that it
honors.” The Veterans of Foreign Wars is the epitome, | think, of that state-
ment.

So to you, let me say in concluding, | thank you very much for the
award which I humbly accept on behalf of our Armed Forces, and | can
promise you today that as you turn in tonight or your children turn in
tonight that you can rest assured that somewhere Americans are standing
watch over the freedoms that you have helped to sustain. God bless you
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and God bless the VFW, and God bless America.

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: Comrades, at this time | have just
found out that General Shelton, a Vietnam veteran and a veteran of Desert
Storm is not presently a member of the Veterans of Foreign Wars. Wait a
minute. If you boo him, boo us because we never asked him.

So at this time, General Shelton, on behalf of the two million plus mem-
bers of the VFW, with recognition of all of your service, | would like to offer
to make you a Life Member of the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United
States.

GENERAL SHELTON: Thank you very much.

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: That is how you get new members.
You ask them if they belong.

We are just waiting for word for us to be called to the back room, and
we were told that it would be any minute now. Please be patient with us.

INTRODUCTION OF THE HONORABLE JACK KEMP

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: We are honored to have with us
today as a special guest, the Honorable Jack Kemp. Mr. Kemp is a former
nine-term Congressman from the Buffalo area or upper New York State.

Mr. Kemp earned his stripes as an effective advocate for the poor with
his tireless promotion of enterprise zones in the inner cities, and for his
responsible condemnation of housing projects that mire those who live
there in poverty and drugs.

As HUD Secretary, he worked effectively to adhere to President
Reagan’s goals of uplifting the quality of life for the poor. He serves on the
Board of Directors of Habitat for Humanity. He is a Distinguished Fellow
at the Heritage Foundation and serves as a member of the Howard
University Board of Trustees.

| would be remiss if | did not mention that he was also a distinguished
quarterback on the San Diego and Buffalo NFL teams for 13 years.

Please join me in a warm VFW welcome for the Republican candidate
for the office of Vice-President of the United States, the Honorable Jack
Kemp.

ADDRESS - THE HONORABLE JACK KEMP

MR. JACK KEMP: Thank you very much, Commander-in-Chief Spera.
It is nice to be here to be introduced as the former quarterback and former
Housing Minister and former Congressman. My grandson introduced me
as a very important public servant.

It is a great honor to be here today with the men and women for | am
reminded of Dr King’s belief that freedom is not free, and it is a great price
to be paid, but you remind us that the price of freedom is never so high as
the loss of it. With that, we stand on your shoulders. We thank you.

In the presence of so many American heroes in the audience, | am
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reminded today of something last Saturday | was able to say in Russell,
Kansas. | mentioned that it becomes a tradition at the State of the Union
Address every year before the Congress to pay tribute to the American hero
or heroes in the audience in the galley.

| suggested that next year when President Dole gives his first State of the
Union Address there will be a hero at the podium giving that address. In
just a few minutes, you will be hearing from that man, but first it is my
honor and privilege to introduce to you another great American hero, a
comrade in arms of yours, a man who has earned the respect and admira-
tion of every American, General Colin Powell, who helped America to a
decisive victory in Desert Storm.

However, his contributions to this country go much deeper than the
leadership he showed on the battlefield. Colin Powell, with whom | proud-
ly serve on the Board of Trustees of Howard University in Washington, D.C.,
one of our nation’s most prestigious black colleges, is a living manifestation
of the American dream.

Bob and | were very proud last week at our convention when Colin
Powell, in the tradition of Abraham Lincoln, speaking to our Republican
convention with eloquent call for unity and reconciliation and equality of
opportunity for all Americans. | had the honor last year of being asked by
the Wall Street Journal to review his book “American Journey.”

When | read that autobiography of Colin Powell | came to the conclu-
sion that it described a lot more than just one man’s journey through
America. Instead of moving, he painted a portrait of a journey shared by
countless men and women throughout our nation’s history, a journey made
in search of freedom and opportunity, a better life for family, children and
community.

This was a journey made by Colin Powell’s parents. Like so many other
American immigrant families, they instilled in their children a love of free-
dom, of dedication to the nation and that unshakable moral code. What
my American journey revealed to me above all that was Colin Powell is a
man of that code.

There is a certain way to treat people, he said, a certain way to lead
men and women, a certain way to worship God and prepare for battle. He
is rooted in tradition. It is required by duty and reaffirmed by ceremony. By
remaining true to that code Colin Powell truly does embody the American
dream.

Like Bob Dole, General Powell believes that every young man and
woman in America are capable of the same potential, the same fulfillment
of that dream if given the equal opportunity that America guarantees, for
which you fought.

The ladder socio-economic opportunity in America has to extend to our
urban centers, the low-income communities all over America, and if we are
to see the potential of the next generation fully realized. Colin is a proof of
the words that Bob Dole spoke last week in San Diego.

Bob Dole said when the flight of the sons of immigrants, when the
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grandsons of slaves fell on foreign fields, it was American blood. And he
went on to say you could not read the epitaphs of the soldiers who died
next to you. You knew he was an American.

It is my great honor to introduce to this hall of great soldiers another
great soldier, a great patriot, a man that Bob Dole and | am proud to call
our friend. Ladies and gentlemen, General Colin Powell.

REMARKS BY GENERAL COLIN POWELL

GENERAL POWELL: Thank you very much, ladies and gentlemen. |
appreciate your very, very warm welcome. | thank you, Jack, for that kind
introduction. | have to tell you that in spite of flattery to be introduced by
Jack Kemp, one of the most inspirational men | have ever known, a man
who exhumes his love for this country with every breath, a man of firm prin-
ciples and beliefs, who will be taking a message of economic growth and
family values, included as he just described, into every corner of this coun-
try over the next almost three months.

Jack is, above all, a caring man. He is a man who wants the American
dream to become a reality for every one of our citizens. | think we should
all be proud that he has offered himself up for service in this most impor-
tant way to our country.

| am so very, very pleased to be with the VFW again. | have had occa-
sion to speak at a number of important events over the years at your
National Conventions before Desert Storm and after Desert Storm. | wear
with pride and honor the Gold Medal that you presented to me in 1988,
and as a reminder of what you stand for.

| have never failed to come to such a gathering of the VFW without
finding myself inspired, inspired by being with fellow veterans. You are my
buddies, my fellow Gl’s, buddies who have given so much to make our
country safe and to bring freedom to the invaded, and trust to people in the
world.

| salute you again for what you have done over all those years in your
service and what you continue to do for our nation today. | remember
vividly speaking to you at your 94th Convention a week after Operation
Desert Storm, | guess it was. It was an emotional time. We had just won a
great victory.

In those remarks | complimented the commanders and troops who
were serving under Norman Schwarzkopf who brought that victory home
to America and who brought the victory to people in Kuwait. | also thanked
those who supported us back here, those who provided the weapons of war
that we needed, those who provided that emotional moral support that
meant so much to our troops in the Gulf.

No organization did it better than the VFW with your letters and your
gifts and how you cared for families. After Desert Storm, something magi-
cal happened here in the United States. The American people fell in love
again with those wonderful young men and women in uniform who served
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them so proudly.

They saw these youngsters, proud, patriotic, committed, well fit, well
trained. They fell in love with them all again, and parades broke out all over
the country. You will remember all those little parades. There were parades
in New York, Washington, and every little town and village in our country.

By the summer of 1991, | started to get calls from various commanders
around the armed forces saying, “Colin, you have to do something. The
troops are getting to like these parades too much. The sailors don’t want to
go to sea and the pilots don’t want to fly, and the infantry doesn’t want to
run around in the mud anymore. They want to know when will be the next
parade.”

We told them to give the American people all the parades they want-
ed. We are bound together with the American people just as we were in
1945, and we are not going to let that bond be broken, and those in Desert
Storm, be sure and include your Vietnam and Korean buddies, so they can
get the parade they never got.

The VFW has not just been with us in times of parades and celebrations.
They have been there with us and for us for 97 years, good times and bad.
You were there when others turned their back on the military and our uni-
forms were insulted. You were there during the dark days after Vietnam
when we were at a low point and had to rebuild ourselves into a first-class
military.

You stayed with us. We always knew we could count on you. For that,
those of us who have served after you, will always be grateful. | know that
you will be there and you are fighting for a strong defense, fighting to make
sure that if our youngsters in some point in the future, go into battle, will
know what they are fighting for.

They will have everything they need. They will have the support of
American people and they will always go to win. | know that you will
always be there to receive them home, to make sure that we take care of
those who have borne the burden of war and that we take care of their fam-
ilies.

| am here today, however, to introduce a fellow veteran to you. You
know him well. He served his country in war and carries the scars of that
service. He proudly wears the Purple Heart. He is wearing something to
show the courage that he showed in the years that followed, a spirit that
carried him to new challenges to a lifetime of service to the country and the
Congress.

He now offers himself up as a service, as a leader of this great nation.
He has a vision for this country, a vision he presented to us in his accep-
tance speech last week after his nomination for the Republican Party. He
stands for a basic renewal of tradition of values, values upon which we will
rest our future.

That is a vision based on the growth of our economy with the simple
goal of providing the dignity and rewards of honest work to every able-
bodied American who wants to work. The return of power to the people by
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putting government spending and the government under control, and
putting your money back in your pocket; the return of trust in this beloved
land of ours to the people.

His vision includes providing leadership to the world in a way that will
reassure and comfort our friends and put our enemies on clear notice that
we have the strength and the will to defend ourselves and to defend our
interests wherever we may be called to do so.

He has a vision that includes being an inclusive leader, inclusion in the
conclusion of the word “we can.” Everybody is using it and it is easy to say.
[ know the man from Kansas. | know that he means it. | know that he and
Jack Kemp will be running a campaign that will reach out and touch all
Americans.

It is a vision that America needs. As he likes to say, he was tried and
tested. He is a man of strength, character, energy and, in fact, | hope he
doesn’t wear out Jack Kemp on the campaign trails.

My friends, I am honored to present to you fellow veterans a Life
Member of the VFW, Lieutenant Bob Dole, of the 10th Mountain Division,
as the Republican candidate for the presidency of the United States.

(Whereupon, the assembly extended a prolonged standing ovation.)

ADDRESS BY THE HONORABLE ROBERT DOLE

COMRADE ROBERT DOLE: Thank you very much. | want to introduce
a couple of other guests. My former colleague and Majority Leader of the
United States Senate and Ronald Reagan’s Chief of Staff, Senator Howard
Baker is out here somewhere. Also the former Secretary of Defense, Donald
Rumsfeld from the great State of Illinois. He is over there visiting on the left.
Don and | were House colleagues together some time ago. We were office
neighbors, and he did a great job, and he has been very helpful to us in the
past few months.

Let me say that | am very honored to be here. In fact, when we were
driving from the airport, | was riding with General Powell and | was think-
ing, only in America could a Second Lieutenant ride with a General. It is
exciting, and as he indicated he received the VFW Gold Medal Award and
he wears it proudly today.

There is no question about his loyalty to America and no question
about his service to America, and he will go down in history as one of the
great leaders in the military of all time. | am particularly proud that General
Powell is with us today and | am also very proud that Jack Kemp, who was
in the Congress and has always been a strong supporter and strong advo-
cate of America’s fighting forces, and a very good friend of the VFW, and |
am proud to have Jack Kemp as my running mate.

He was a quarterback for the Bills and the Chargers and he is being a
blocking back for me, and we are going to have a great time in the next 78
days. | have had the great pleasure of speaking to a number of VFW
Conventions. | would like to speak to your 100th Convention as the
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President of the United States in 1998.

| know that Senator Thurmond spoke to your first Convention. He will
probably speak again at the 100th Convention. | know that | speak for
General Powell and Jack Kemp in saying how honored we are to have this
opportunity again to meet with members of the VFW.

There is no question about it, as General Powell said, one of the out-
standing organizations in which | am very proud to be a Life Member.
Norman Staab is out there. He got me to be a Life Member. He got every-
body to be a Life Member. You can’t be a member of Post 6240 unless you
are a Life Member.

| know that others have done a lot of great work, too, in that area. |
spoke last week in San Diego, perhaps some of you may have heard it, and
| did talk about the great values that a proud America through time and time
again. |talked about the values of God and family and duty and honor and
country.

These are values that | learned in Russell, Kansas, and Jack Kemp
learned in Southern California, that General Powell learned in New York
City, and that you learned in your home community. They are the values
that | took with me to the hills of Italy and that you took with you to places
like Normandy, Midway, and Pork Chop Hill, Saigon, the Persian Gulf.

They are the values that remain with all of us still. They remain with
me and they remain with you. They are the values that have always been
the heart and soul of the VFW. [ see it on my right and | see it on my left.
What does the VFW say? “We'll do anything for this country.” That is what
the VFW is all about.

Whether it is supporting a defense budget, which allows Americans
philosophication of the leaders of the free world or teaching our young peo-
ple what it means to be an American in your Voice of Democracy program,
or ensuring that America honors this sacred commitment to care for those
who risk their lives for America, and there are many in this audience, as |
can see.

There are probably hundreds and thousands of stories in this audience
of 5,000 or 6,000 this morning of heroism, of risking your lives for your fel-
low man, of suffering, of hardships. You are here today because you care.
You care about the VFW, yes, but beyond that you care about America.

You care about your family; you care about freedom; you care about
liberty. | bet there is not a person in this room who wouldn’t be willing to
risk their life one more time to keep America free. That is what the VFW is
all about. It is not about politics, it is not about Republicans or Democrats
or Independents, it is about Americans.

| must say when | was a young soldier in the hills of Italy, I didn’t know
anything about politics. Nobody asked me before they fired whether | was
a Republican or a Democrat. If | had known then what | know now, |
would have probably said, “I don’t belong to any organized party.”

Whatever the cause, the men of the VFW and the Ladies Auxiliary stand
today where you have always stood, throughout this century four squares in
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support of God and family, and duty and honor for our country. As I look
out in this gathering, as | have for the past few minutes, | am reminded of
the many times we have stood together over the years.

We stood together in support of our soldiers in Vietham. As you recall,
at the time there was a rather large voice in the Congress that wanted to cut
off funding even while we still had men there missing in action, women
missing in action, POW’s.

They were still serving and dying for our country, and there was a big
effort in Congress to cut off funding. | said “no” and you said “no”, and
together we prevailed with the help of a lot of other people in Congress and
the millions and millions of Americans all across this country.

We stood together when the Vietnam War was over in demanding a full
and complete accounting of our POW’s and MIA’s, and, an accounting,
which make no mistake about it, still has not been delivered. We still have
to say every day we want an accounting.

We still have to be heard. We stood together in support of President
Reagan’s efforts to reverse the years of neglect and rebuild our armed
forces. We watched with pride as the Iron Curtain crumbled in response
and country after country turned democratic capitalistic.

One thing | said, and | have said it here before, | was in the United
States Senate when all this was happening and | was the Republican leader.
Many of these leaders and all these Eastern European countries and the for-
mer Soviet Union would come to America, and they were young and they
were old and they were men and they were women, and some had been
locked up and put in jail because they spoke up about some of the prob-
lems in their country and in effect took on the administration.

They came to our office, and | know Senator Baker remembers this, too.
Many of those who come to America for foreign aid, they want a hand-out,
they never mentioned foreign aid. They came to us and they talked about
America. They talked about basic freedoms that we had and they just
received the right to worship, the right to travel that we think nothing about.

They had to wait for years and years, and sometimes never the right to
leave their countries, the right to send their children to school and the right
to pick up a telephone without somebody listening on the other end; the
right to vote, and almost without exception, as they would leave our office,
and many would say with tears streaming down their cheeks, it was almost
the same message each time, it wasn’t that we want foreign aid or we want
this or we want that.

No, what it was, it was very simple. They said, in fact, “We want to be
like America. We want to be like America.” | say that so we will never for-
get that we are the greatest country on the face of the earth, the United
States of America.

So we are fortunate. Many have paid a price and we could fill this hall
twice over for those who never came back, who never had a chance, never
had the opportunity, but they preserved it for us because of the sacrifice that
they made around the world.
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So it is an opportunity and a privilege and honor, win or lose, to address
this Convention. | am looking in the faces of men and women who are out
there every day trying to make it work, creating jobs and creating opportu-
nities with the same concerns and anxieties that Americans have every-
where about jobs, health care and what happens to me, what happens to
my family, my kids and my grand kids.

So | know we stand together in one of the most important wars we have
ever fought in this country, and that is the war against drugs. It is reported
today in the survey just released today that drug use among young
Americans rose 78 percent in the past four years.

This is nothing short of a national tragedy. | have said to myself, start-
ing next January, | am going to make the drug war priority number one once
again. | will call together the best anti-drug advocates and the best experts
I can find for a White House Conference.

We will work together in a non-partisan, bipartisan way to find solu-
tions to put us back on the course to absolute victory against the war on
drugs. That is one drug that we should not use. It is time to send a clear
message to our young people.

We had temptations in our time, too, different, that everyone resisted.
We see what happens with increased drug use, particularly among those 12
to 17 years of age, cocaine use increased 166 percent. That is hard drugs.
| know I can count on the VFW for help.

We also stood together in economically tough times to ensure reduc-
ing the deficit would not be accomplished on the back of the American vet-
erans. We stood together in support of George Bush’s heroic leadership in
the Persian Gulf. We stood together in the establishment under President
Reagan for cabinet status for the Department of Veterans Affairs.

We stood together and we stand together still in support of the
Constitutional Amendment to protect the American flag. | think it is impor-
tant to this country. We have accomplished a great deal, but you have
accomplished a lot more in every community in America.

Our work is far from complete. Jack and I are here not just to thank
you for all you have done for America in the past, but also to share with you
for just a few moments where we hope to meet America’s future. | will say
to my fellow Democrats, my parents were Democrats and they were the
best people | knew. | did get them to convert, but it took a while.

| am not here in that binding partisanship, | believe in America as you
do. As I spoke last week in San Diego, one of the great lessons of history
is that if America is prepared to fight many wars and greater wars, and any
wars to come, then we will fight fewer wars and lesser wars, and perhaps
no wars at all.

It is a lesson, | say, | think the fact is that the administration has forgot-
ten in the past four years while the administration has increased domestic
spending by 23 percent, it has also slashed defense spending by 11 percent,
and | must say very honestly it would be more if it had not been for the
Republican Congress and some Democrats in Congress, the bipartisan drew
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a line in the sand.

The men and women who serve in the armed forces have paid a very
personal price for these reductions. Last year, the military pay was 13 per-
cent below the comparable civilian level. It was estimated that close to
17,000, believe it or not, 17,000 junior enlisted personnel were relying on
food stamps.

That should not happen if you wear the American uniform. You should
not be on food stamps. The General said after the Persian Gulf War there
was pride again. | know that the Vietnam veterans in this audience, they
might recall their ordeal when they came home.

Some people would walk across the street if they saw a uniform. That
is not happening now. We have finally erected a memorial for the Korean
veterans, the forgotten veterans in this audience. | can say it no better than
the former Vice-Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, Admiral Bill Owens,
“We cannot expect service members to lay their lives on the line when back
home their families have to rely on food stamps to make ends meet.”

There is no question about it. We can do better. We must restore our
nation’s commitment to our men and women in uniform. It is also a fact
that much of what is left of a defense budget has not been used to guaran-
tee long-term military superiority, which is the result that is very much in
place.

This is just not Bob Dole and some candidate talking. That is General
Dennis Reimer, the Army Chief of Staff, who told Congress recently,
“Further deferral of modernization will encourage significant risk of future
readiness. We must continue to produce and field adequate modern equip-
ment or see our system completely wear out. At the current rate of replac-
ing our tanks, we will not be completely modernized for over 40 years.”

Now, if we have not been saving money to modernize our forces,
where have we been spending it? In my opinion, too much has been
squandered in some of the U.N. missions which has precious little to do
with American security. Let me make it crystal clear, on day one of my
administration | will place American security and American interests first,
because placing it anywhere else endangers all of us.

I will never forget the armed forces in the missile attacks. I will never
commit the armed forces, not one single Army soldier to an ordeal without
the prospect of victory. | will lead as your Commander-in-Chief as President
of the United States and not the Secretary General of the United Nations.

Let me also mention the word that has become an all-too frequent part
of the vocabulary, the word terrorism. Under America all seven countries,
Syria, Iran, Libya, Irag, North Korea, Saddam Hussein and Cuba are states
listed as sponsoring terrorism.

How has this administration chosen to deal with them? The Secretary of
State has on more than 28 occasions refuses to speak out strongly enough
on Syrian support for terrorism and has opposed Congressional efforts to
punish Syria in harboring terrorists.

Unbelieving, this administration supported most freely U.S. nuclear

87



reactors despite a treaty weapons ban of mass destruction and frequent
threatening of South Korea, one of our allies. Iran was given a green light
by this administration to ship weapons into Bosnia, while it opposed and
vetoed bipartisan Congressional attempts to arm the Bosnians and withdraw
U.S. American forces so they could defend themselves.

They had a right to receive defense. We had 69 votes in the Senate that
said they had that right. But it never happened. U.S. sanctions on Iraq were
eased, with the active support of the administration, allowing Saddam
Hussein access to millions of dollars in oil revenue.

Tougher sanctions on Libya were opposed. After three years of closing
up Fidel Castro, it took the murder of Americans over international waters
last February to convince this administration to support my legislation to
impose sanctions on Cuba.

Furthermore, what kind of a message was sent to terrorists when this
administration refrained from any retaliation after Captain Scott O’Grady
was shot down over Bosnia by Bosnia Serb forces? What | would do, |
would replace this confusing message with a different one.

On my first day in office, | will put terrorists and their sponsors on
notice if you harm one American, you harm all Americans. America will
pursue you to the end of the earth. In short, don’t mess with us if you are
not prepared to suffer the consequences. Don’t mess with us if you don’t
want to suffer the consequences.

Let me just spend one or two moments on the economic side.
Economics here is important. National security, military security, econom-
ic security, they are really the same side of the coin. We cannot be pros-
perous if our nation is at risk. We cannot be secure if a stagnant economy
fails to provide the growth, the innovation, jobs, economics and the other
resources necessary for our national defense.

Our economic plan is based on one simple principle, the more money
you leave with the earners, the American people, the more things they can
do with it and the more free and vibrant our economy will be. In other
words, we trust you with your money.

Some trust the government more with your money. The reverse is true
as well. That is just common sense. The more money that the government
takes from the people, the less they have to spend to build and invest, and
the less opportunity there is for the economy to grow.

The more they take away, the less there is of opportunity. This is a les-
son that so many countries around the world has taken to heart. We must
all remember that here in America, and | hope you hear a little bit about the
economic plan. It is not very complicated.

It simply says that every American, every taxpayer will get a 15-percent
across-the-board tax cut and we are going to balance the budget. It is not
difficult to do both. You have children. | bet there are people in this audi-
ence with children and grandchildren and the $500 per child tax cut for
low and middle-income families and a cut in the capital gains rate by 50
percent so you can create more jobs and more opportunity for people in
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your communities.

That is what we are going to do. That is more money to save, more
money to expand large and small businesses, and more money to invest in
new ideas and new technologies, and above all in new jobs. We will not
stop there, because under our plan we will also get rid of the IRS as we
know it and that will give you a lot of help.

We are going to make our tax code flatter, fairer and simpler so it does-
n't take a Philadelphia lawyer and an accountant to fill it out. We think it
is time, and we can do that and put us on a path to a balanced budget.
There are those that believe we can’t do it, that we can’t cut taxes and we
can’t balance the budget.

They also want you to believe, and this is the point | want to make, that
our plan will mean drastic programs like Medicare, Social Security and vet-
erans’ benefits. Let me respond to that, because | am going to offer my offi-
cial response to this outstanding audience.

It is the same famous one word response that General Anthony
McCawley of the famous 107st Air Force days in World War 1, when the
German Army demanded the surrender of U.S. forces at Gestalt. The
General said, “Nuts.” That was his response and that is my response. Even
if you don’t like the tax cut, you are going to get it.

We are going to balance the budget. The interest rate is going to drop
about two percent. Cutting taxes and balancing the budget at the same
time is simply a matter of presidential will. If you have got it, you can do
it. 1 have got it, and | will do it for you veterans and your families.

You think for one minute, and a lot of you are in the same category,
someone who has spent three years of his life in an Army hospital, some-
one who owes his education to the G.1. Bill, would stand by and allow the
budget be balanced on the back of American veterans?

There is no way that will happen if Bob Dole is President of the United
States. All my life | have remembered veterans. | was the Service Officer
in the VFW in Russell, Kansas, for a long time. | was proud to be the Service
Officer.

[ felt I had an obligation, because it was sort of a fraternity, it was a cer-
tain camaraderie of everybody that served in the armed forces, and not
everybody could and not everybody went overseas, but this group did. We
had great experiences. | will be a President who will work for VA health-
care assistance and provide modern medical care more efficiently and
more effectively, to provide much-needed reform in health-care eligibility
requirements.

My goal is a veterans health-care delivery system that reflects 21st
Century health-care advances, not the old stuff, but the new stuff. Our vet-
erans are entitled to the best and they will have it. | will be the President
who will solve the lingering problems of the disabled veterans, of the award
of benefits to which they are fully entitled and desperately need.

What else can we do? We should do it. Again, it is a matter of com-
mon sense, a matter of justice. We talk about honor and duty to our coun-
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try. Let’s talk about honor and duty to our country. Never abandon our dis-
abled Americans. That is not going to happen in my administration.

We are going to be a President that will improve education benefits and
many employment opportunities for veterans. As a matter of fact, after | left
the Senate on July 24th, the Veterans Committee reported out a bill | intro-
duced before | left that will create a 12-member Commission to assess the
effectiveness of current employment and job grading assistance programs
managed by several cabinet departments and make recommendations for
improving these programs.

Above all, I will be a President who will never compromise on the val-
ues that have kept America strong; the values to make the VFW a valuable
national asset; the value to God, family, duty, honor and country.

Let me conclude with one comment by another friend of yours. | want
to do two things as | close. First, | would like to make a presentation. This
past Memorial Day, shortly before | left the Senate, | asked that a flag be
flown over the United States Capitol in honor of the men and women of the
Veterans of Foreign Wars.

After flying over one of America’s hallmarks of freedom, I can’t imagine
a better place than for it to fly over another hallmark of freedom, the VFW
National Headquarters. Let me present that to you, Paul.

Secondly, | want to leave you with the words of a man that Jack and
General Powell and myself, and many of you of the VFW were proud to call
your friend, former President Ronald Reagan. Think about 12 years ago this
week. President Reagan spoke to this Convention.

| want to repeat just a little paragraph of what he said. He said, “When
I look at you, when I think of all you have lived and known and learned in
your lifetime of service, a lifetime of honor, | can’t help wondering who
more than you could better understand how precious are the gifts of life and
freedom and faith. Who more than you has the courage and the wisdom to
help us protect these gifts for our children and for our children’s children?
In my heart, | know it is true. America’s future must be a future of peace,
and together we will see to it that it is done.”

That is what Ronald Reagan had to say 12 years ago. The same applies
today. This is a great organization. | am again proud to be a member of it.
Thank you very much for the invitation and may God bless this VFW and
may God bless the United States of America.

(Whereupon, the assembly extended a prolonged standing ovation.)

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON NATIONAL BY-LAWS,
MANUAL OF PROCEDURE AND RITUAL (Cont'd.)

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: | would like to get this one com-
pleted before we leave here. If we can get people back into their seats, we
will take care of this one by-Law change in just a few moments. Please stay
with us and let us get that done. This is a very important change. Please
do not leave until we discuss it. We will finish that one.
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Let’s call this Convention back to order, please. Please do not leave this
hall. This is in the middle of a very important debate on a by-law change.
You must listen to it and your voice should be heard.

As we closed off the debate on this, the next speaker at the microphone
was the Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief. At this time I will turn this micro-
phone over to you as a courtesy since he is up here. | will turn this mike
over to the Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief for the comments that he will
make.

SENIOR VICE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF NIER: Thank vyou,
Commander-in-Chief. | appreciate that. | am James Nier, Post 8919,
Department of Texas. Comrades, like all comrades, I ask you to reject B-23
for the following reasons. |, too, am a member of the Life Membership
Committee, one of five, and | voted for the increase for the Life Membership
as did the other four members of the Committee.

| did not make my personal decision in a vacuum. There was much data
presented to us and many drafts were presented. Statistics, whatever it
might have been, the bottom line for me to vote for this Life Membership
increase was the fact that the comrade that holds the judicial responsibility
to monitor that Life Membership Foundation, the Quartermaster General,
recommended to this Committee that we must increase the Life
Membership fees at this time and in those amounts, based on the presenta-
tion to him by the actuaries.

Now, what does that mean? | feel, comrades, that we must think long-
term, the future of this great organization, as we know it and you have
heard it, and I will not throw a bunch of numbers at you, but there has not
been a Life Membership increase since 1976. That is 20 years ago.

What should have happened is this. There should have been incre-
mental changes along the way. Unfortunately, for whatever reason, there
were not. | would submit to you that had there been probably the Life
Membership fees would not be higher than what this by-law, this change is
proposing.

Now, that is the problem. Someone said, and many people have said
before me, we are not going to raise these fees during my watch because it
is a very emotional and controversial issue. |, as my Commander for 1996-
’97, and at the Adjutant General Quartermasters, Senior Vice Conference in
Kansas City, we were presented all this data. Most thought it was the right
thing to do.

They didn’t agree with the time. The National Organization wanted it
effective 1 July, and we said okay, we will compromise and make it effec-
tive 1 September. That is what the Committee passed. | am now hearing,
and probably rightfully so, the increase for the 80-year-old members is high,
and | understand that, but these figures were figured by the actuaries.

Twenty years ago, the average age of longevity was 76. Now it is 82.
It goes on and on. Things have changed. We can't try to fix this with a short-
term type decision. If we have in our hearts the future of this organization,
it has to be done now.
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They told us it has to be done now. If we don’t do it now, we are going
to just be putting off the inevitable that will happen. 1 have been to
Departments across the country and some have said lower the pay-out to
$3.50 and do not increase the membership fees.

That is a very irrational decision, comrades, in my opinion. We are try-
ing to pay you $7. Don’t reduce it to $3.50. Comrades, | could go on and
on, and | ask you to just consider one thing. The future of this organization,
not this year, not next year, five and ten years from now, we are not paying
up for select membership fund for the first time. | believe it is the first time
this year.

That is something along the lines of $6 million on the first one. We
have to monitor this thing and get it back on line or we will have a demise
of the Life Membership Fund in the future. | do not think that there is any-
one in this room that wants that to take place. Comrades, | respectfully ask
you to reject B-23. Thank you very much.

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: The Chair recognizes Microphone
No. 3.

COMRADE AL LOEHR (Post 4847 - Minnesota): Comrade
Commander-in-Chief, | am here to speak against B-23. In 1946, | was a
member of this Committee to review the actuarial soundness of the Life
Membership fee structure. We were told at that time that there are two
things that you must keep in mind and that is fiscal responsibility and judi-
ciary responsibility.

As | hear some of the comments today, | have come to the statement
that my comrades to the Veterans of Foreign Wars wouldn’t understand the
impact and the meaning of those two words. That is fiscal responsibility
and judiciary responsibility.

So many things have been said in regard to other matters, and | will not
address those. | am surprised at the people who are now pursuing those
dangerous, and when they signed those petitions of leadership for 20 years
and never made a move to increase the fee or even discuss it.

“Don’t do it on my watch. Do it on someone else’s.” My comrades,
don’t be led down the primrose path. We need to accept the responsibili-
ty in this organization that fiscally we must remain sound and under the
laws of the land we must understand that judiciary responsibility is the
number one thing we ought to be concerned about. Thank you,
Commander-in-Chief.

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: The Chair recognizes Microphone
No. 1.

PAST COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF ROBERT WALLACE (Post 1851 - New
Jersey): Commander-in-Chief, | am Bob Wallace, a delegate from Post
1851, New Jersey. | stand before you, my fellow delegates, and urge you
to defeat B-23. B-23, in my view, takes this organization backwards.

This organization must go forward. You just heard a candidate talk
about the future of our children, our grandchildren. With respect to this
organization, we want this organization to be around for many, many years.
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We need to establish a natural base. We need moves. This is one of
those moves. | have heard some comments about the Life Membership
Trustees. Four of the five Trustees are elected by us. They are representa-
tives of us. We elected them. We chose them.

Our Quartermaster General will be derelict in his duties if he did not
come before us and tell us what we had to do to ensure our economic vital-
ity. My comrades, | also heard that the biggest benefactor of this increase
is the National Organization.

You know what, my comrades, you and | are the National
Organization. Do you know who decides how the money is spent? That is
our representatives on the National Council. My comrades, this is a very
emotional issue. There is a lot of hot buttons to be pushed.

| ask you to look at it in the same perspective that you looked at things
every other week, every week, once a month when that check comes in to
your household. What are you doing to prepare for the future when inter-
est rates are going down?

There was a campaign four years ago, my comrades, that said it very
clearly. It is, “The economy, stupid. Let’s pay attention to the economy.”
My comrades, we are not being stupid. The recommendation of the
Trustees of the Life Membership Fund is a viable recommendation and it is
a recommendation that ensures vitality, fiscal vitality in this organization.

| ask you to put the emotions aside, think what happens at your kitchen
table when that check comes in and how you are preparing for your future,
and support the recommendation of the Trustees of the Life Membership
Committee and reject B-23. Thank you, comrades.

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: The Chair recognizes Microphone
No. 2.

COMRADE JAMES CARLISLE (Post 10097 - Florida): Comrade
Commander-in-Chief, 1 am Jim Carlisle, a delegate from Post 10097, Ft.
Myers Beach, Florida. | rise in opposition to this resolution. The reason |
am in opposition to this resolution is that we must go forward and, quite
frankly, I know in my own Post we argued about a dues increase last spring.

We were going to raise our dues from $16 to $20, and four people that
were arguing about it belongs to the same Elk’s Club that | do that pays
$100 a year annual dues. | do not understand this. | think that this dues
increase for the Life Membership should have been done years ago.

| understand that it is the Commander, the Senior Vice-Commander, the
Junior Vice Commander, the Adjutant General and the Quartermaster
General that made this decision. | want to tell you right now that | take my
hat off to them for having the guts enough to do what should have been
done ten years ago.

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: The Chair recognizes Microphone
No. 3.

PAST COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF ART FELLWOCK (Post 1114 - Indiana):
My name is Art Fellwock. | am a member of VFW Post 1114 in Evansville,
Indiana. In our Post, we have over 1,800 Life Members, and we work the
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Life Membership very hard. You know, we have received here at this
Convention more by-laws changes pertaining to this Life Membership than
anything else.

They were all against an increase in Life Membership. That shows us
that the folks back home in every state, they were not for that Life
Membership increase. Now, let me tell you, | agree with long term. We
should speak of the future. | want to speak of the future.

Let me tell you right off, we say we need this increase because we have
had deficit spending. | have heard that we have had deficit spending going
down. Well, if you will look at the figures, we have $115 million in the Life
Membership Fund.

The actuaries who we believe we should have and want every year to
do that, the actuaries say we should have $119 million. My comrades, that
is only a four-percent deficit. Why in the heck do we have to raise the Life
Membership fees 35 percent?

You don't get a Social Security raise of 35 percent, do you? You don't
get a pay raise of 35 percent. What | am saying we should do and what this
Convention Board should do, we should tell the National Organization to
get their act straight, to go back next year and have the actuaries again fig-
ure it.

If we need a small raise, we can raise it two or three percent. The fol-
lowing year have the actuaries look at it again, and if we need another small
raise, let’s do it that way. Let’s don't raise this Life Membership fee 35 per-
cent in one year. | am for the amendment.

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: The Chair recognizes Microphone
No. 1. I would make a request that the speaker that is standing at the
microphone, if you would indulge me, | see the Quartermaster General
standing in line there, and if you would allow him to speak, then | will
come right back to you and then we will continue.

Comrades, the Chair is interested in getting all of the views on the floor.
We will stay here as long as we need to and as long as you want to. | don’t
have a problem with that. | would like to show a little bit of respect to the
Quartermaster General.

He has a very important message pertaining to this that he would like
to deliver. Let’s let him do it and listen to him, and we will go right back to
the debate again.

Comrade Quartermaster General, will you come to the microphone,
please. The Quartermaster General has chosen to wait in line like everyone
else, and that is your choice. That is fine.

The Chair recognizes Microphone No. 1.

COMRADE GORDON SHEWMAKER (Post 3016 - Alabama): Comrade
Commander-in-Chief, | am Gordon Shewmaker, a delegate from Post 3016,
Alabama. Also | am the State Adjutant/Quartermaster. | rise in opposition
to B-23. | would like to go back to my 20 years and tell a little story.

Twenty years ago, when the Life Membership fees were raised, every-
one in Alabama thought this was the end of the Life Membership program.
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We didn’t like the Life Membership program because we had the A, B and
C members, which we received very little in the Life Membership program.

We were at that time receiving $4.50 per annual member. We only had
ten percent Life Members in our state. Since that time, in the increased pay-
out, we are well over 30 percent in Life Members. We must move forward.
We must look to the future and we must increase our Life Member pay-outs
as we go along.

The only way we can do that is to increase the Life Member fee. | again
ask my comrades to support the defeat of B-23.

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: The Chair recognizes Microphone
No. 2.

COMRADE NORMAND GAOUETTE (Post 8681 - Florida): Comrade
Commander-in-Chief, | am Normand Gaouette, Post 8681, a delegate from
the Department of Florida and also Commander of the Department of
Florida. We stand in rejection of B-23. The costs for our Posts, Districts and
Department are going up, while our rebillings are going down.

The individual that talked about a two-dollar increase as no big deal a
little while ago. | am in full agreement with that. However, if you multi-
ply that by 81,000 members, you are talking about a lot of money. It is our
belief that we must compete and step into the Twenty-first Century.

Our program funding needs this increase. We support a lot of programs
in the State of Florida. | have a registered service office in St. Petersburg.
All this requires money. We must recognize the fact that the VFW is a great
organization that serves us, and that takes money. We have got to recog-
nize when we stop helping veterans, we have lost the game.

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: The Chair recognizes Microphone
No. 3.

COMRADE KEN MEAD (Post 9400 - Arizona): Comrade Commander-
in-Chief, I am Ken Mead, Post 9400 in the State of Arizona. | rise in sup-
port of B-23 for these reasons. Number one, when we get a membership
increase for the dues, it comes on this body and we vote on it, yes or no,
up or down.

| feel that any time we make any membership increase of monies for
our members, such as the Life Membership Fund, it should be brought to
this body and let us make the decision, not Kansas City. It was also brought
up that the Chief went back to the Post Commander, to the Department
Commander and to the Post Commander.

| can assure you that my 1,350-member Post operates quite well with-
out the monies coming back from the Life Membership Fund. What we do
with ours, we put it into a CD. We draw interest on it. The last time the
Department of Arizona at its Convention in June voted not to raise the Life
Membership Fund dues. Thank you.

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: The Chair recognizes Microphone
No. 1.

COMRADE STEVE JACOBS (Post 5944 - California): Comrades and
delegates, | come before you for the approval of B-23. | was in that meet-
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ing last night as an observer, since | wasn’t on that Committee. The
Quartermaster General said this has been lacking over the last several years.

Comrades, this came across to us several years ago. That is number one.
Number two, the National By-Laws say the minimum will be $3.50. If the
National Organization has all these experts, they should have never given
the $3.50, they should have left it there where they had the money they
needed to have.

| have no problem with an increase overall, but I say that a 35-percent
increase is a little ludicrous. It should be over a period of time. The
National Organization’s share will lose approximately $900,000. The Post
level will not lose that much and the Departments will undoubtedly have
to suffer.

We will all have to do something. We will all have to redo our bud-
gets. We need to do this over a period of time and not a one-time basis.
Thank you, Commander-in-Chief.

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: The Chair recognizes Microphone
No. 2.

PAST COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF LARRY RIVERS (Post 1736 - Louisiana):
Commander-in-Chief, thank you very much. My name is Larry Rivers. | am
a delegate from VFW Post 1736, Louisiana. Before we started this debate,
| talked to the Quartermaster of my Post. My Post dues are $10.50.

He tells me he is losing $5.50 on every Life Member he has. My Post,
which was the largest in Louisiana, has had budget deficits for the last five
years. We have an obligation, there is no question here. | think we need
to talk about whom we owe that obligation.

We have a right to consider the views of those Posts and those
Departments that are financially strong. We also have an obligation to Roy
Heaths, who stood up in our Committee meeting and said we in Atlanta are
trying to fund a certain program to help veterans and cannot stand pat on
Life Members anymore.

We have an obligation to almost one million members that are Life
Members that don't affect us. Many of you have this same cap that | have.
| am a Life Member. | became eligible in June, 1969, when | was a Marine
in Vietnam as a Second Lieutenant.

If I had bought the Life Membership then, | wouldn’t have had to pay
as much as 1 did in 1976. So somebody got a better deal than me because
they were there and | didn’t take advantage of it. Those that bought it after
1976, up to now, and buying it now, will get the same deal as well.

So we have an obligation to us as an organization. We have an obliga-
tion to all of our folks, not just the ones that don’t need this increase. You
know, | am 49 years old and | have been coming to VFW meetings for 21
years, almost half of my life.

Every Convention | can remember our elected officers told us as dele-
gates listen to what is going on at this Convention because it is very impor-
tant. You are deciding the future of the organization. My experience has
been those delegates have done exactly that.
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For 21 years, | have been one of those delegates. Many of you in this
same room have as well. In 1990, our By-Laws were amended and | was
in a position that you honored me by letting me hold. But, you know, in
1990 apparently somebody said, this Life Member deal is an emotional
issue.

It is important to the organization that sooner or later somebody will
have to make some decisions. So, apparently somebody said well, who bet-
ter than those we elect to point us in the direction? As leaders, you are
asked to bring recommendations, you are asked to do things.

You are asked to bring things before the body and you elect those lead-
ers to do exactly that. | didn't volunteer to be on the Life Member Trust
Fund Committee. None of the five of us volunteered. We didn’t say let’s
get this thing passed one day. The body said we need somebody to make
that decision because this will be a contingency we made and if we have
strong leadership when the time to do it they will bring it forward and pre-
sent it to the body.

You know why it is in the By-Laws, because it takes a two-thirds vote to
change those By-Laws. We don’t put things in By-Laws loosely and we
don’t take them out loosely. This is an emotional issue, but it cannot and it
must not be an emotional decision.

Certainly, there are much greater orators in this room than I that can stir
up this crowd and tell you and set up the straw man of the National
Organization? Who are we talking about at the National Organization. Are
you taking about Rachael and Judy, my secretaries, or me, the administra-
tor and not the policy maker?

Who is that straw man, who is that boogie man that so many people
can use to rile the truths? | will tell you who they are. They are people in
which you have put special trust and they are people that work every day
in Kansas City and Washington, D.C., to do the right thing for you.

Anybody who wants to somehow rile everybody up at the Department
level, and in your Conventions this is the Posts against the Department. You
know why, because that is the easiest thing to do. | want to tell you, my
friends, we did the right thing, and this is one proud Marine that looks at
my sailor, Joe Ridgley, and say | love you, and you did this right thing and
| am proud to be standing by you, and the delegation will do the right thing
by you. Thank you, comrades.

(Whereupon, Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief Nier assumes the
Chair.)

SENIOR VICE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF NIER: The Chair recognizes
Microphone No. 3.

COMRADE DANIEL BARTHOLOMEW (Post 3144 - Minnesota):
Comrade Commander-in-Chief and Delegates, | am a delegate from
Post 3144, Minnesota, Dan Bartholomew. | became a Life Member in 1976
and | paid $120. | am sure you did not get the return that you needed on
that kind of money since that time. That was 20 years ago.

[ am surprised at this Convention, because most of us are Life
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Members. We are talking about Life Members on down. Really, what con-
cerns me here is | don’t see the State Quartermasters standing up at the
mikes, because | know how important that money is coming back to the
States and Districts.

| can't believe they are not talking about it, because they depend on
that money. They don't live on a budget. What happened before, | remem-
ber when it was $5.50, and what will happen if we don’t raise it now? |
would like to have some clarification, Commander-in-Chief. What happens
if this is not raised and you do not make the money, the $5, do you cut that
again? It has been cut before and will it be cut again? Thank you, Comrade
Commander-in-Chief.

SENIOR VICE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF NIER: The Chair will recog-
nize Microphone No. 1.

COMRADE JOHN GWIZDAK (Post 5080 - Georgia): | rise in opposi-
tion to B-23, not only simply because of the way it is written but what it has
done to us today, if we accept it, is to put us back in time and back in time
that we don’t need to be. | am an Adjutant Quartermaster of my state and
| know what the financial responsibilities are.

| also know what the By-Laws of this organization tell me. The only
way that they are there is because the delegates on this floor at one time or
another decided that a five-member Committee should make the decision.
Now, on your watch or on my watch doesn’t matter.

The By-Laws put it there for you to do it. You have chosen to make that
decision today. Now, if we were not satisfied with that five-person
Committee, then we should have done something about it a long time ago.
Yes, | do agree that perhaps there could have been a slight increase, but
someone chose not to do that at that time.

They chose not to make the decision and to bite the bullet as the five-
member Committee did today. | can only tell you this, if we go back to our
organizations today knowing full well that only a few states put in resolu-
tions against the Life Membership increase, then we owe our folks an expla-
nation also why we as delegates were not prepared to bite the bullet to put
the future where it needs to be and to take our membership where it needs
to be in the future. Thank you, comrades.

SENIOR VICE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF NIER: The Chair recognizes
Microphone No. 2.

COMRADE DANA HUSSEY (Post 4485 - New Hampshire): Comrade
Commander-in-Chief, I am Dana Hussey, Post 4485, New Hampshire, and
also the Department Commander. | am in favor of B-23. When | was in
Kansas City in April, they told me my quota would go to 650 Life Members
for the year. That is three times what we normally do.

But then the National Organization tells us not to worry, we are going
to help you. We are going to raise the fees over $100 per age group. That
isn’t helping us a lot. Right now we have nearly already met our entire Life
Membership result last year; we have done it right now, all but 40 members
of what we had all last year.
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If the fee would stay the same as it is, | agree there would be changes
but we don’t need them all in one shot. If the fee would stay as it is, | guar-
antee you the Department of New Hampshire would meet its quota. You
will have a surge in Life Membership and you are going to have the money
that is going to be there for a long, long time.

| agree with some of the other delegates that we do need the increases,
but over a period of time in small increments, not killing the older veterans.
It has really hurt everyone.

Another very important question, my delegates asked me, and | didn't
have the answer for them, and that is why when you knew this was going
to happen and you knew that it was going to take place, we didn’t know
that this was going to come up, that we didn’t know about the actuaries and
graphs and charts.

Why were they not made available to everyone and let everyone know
it2 | know that is difficult to do with over a million members, but at least
the Council of Administration, somebody should have been made aware of
this so we would be better informed.

| am not saying what you are doing is right or wrong. All | am saying
is that we should have been better informed and maybe if we were, and had
a better grasp of the situation, we might have been more in support of this.
| must rise in support of the resolution to defeat the increase. Thank you
very much.

SENIOR VICE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF NIER: The Chair recognizes
Microphone No. 3.

COMRADE JOHN GOLLIHARE (Post 1504 - Nebraska): Comrade
Commander-in-Chief, John Gollihare from Post 1504 in Nebraska. The way
I look at this, if we don’t pass this amendment we will lose membership.
Everybody says we are going to gain money and we don’t lose membership.

| have talked to a lot of people in my home Post and I live in a rural
area in Nebraska that is on minimum wage. They have to put food on the
table. If they paid this Life Membership, you raise that Life Membership,
you are taking food off the table. Otherwise they are going to quit the VFW.

I will tell you why they can't afford it. They are not making $177,000,
like some people up there. If they can’t control their spending, we ought
to just clean house. You have got one hundred some million dollars in the
Life Membership program and you probably have got $35 million in some
other budget.

What you need to do is to learn how to spend your money, and you are
paying all these experts about $20 million just to tell you what to do. |
thought that is what we hired you guys for. | thought you guys were elect-
ed to do that. You go and spend $6 million on a doggone golf tournament.
Let’s spend it on veterans.

SENIOR VICE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF NIER: | recognize
Microphone No. 1.

QUARTERMASTER GENERAL JOE RIDGLEY (Post 8220 - Missouri): |
am Joe Ridgley from VFW Post 8220, Belton, Missouri. | am also the
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Quartermaster General. | want to answer one question before | ever get
started on the Life Membership to my friend here from Nebraska.

There is no one at the headquarters that makes $170,000 or $175,000.
There is no one there that makes more than that, either. You know, | haven’t
heard a debate like this since 1976, my first year with the National
Organization. It was my first year | went to New York City and the
Quartermaster General stood up there, Al Cheatham, who | respect dearly.

He stood up there with Pete Walker, Bulldog Smith, John Wasylik and
others, and they were trying to sell a by-law change to increase the fee after
seven years. They were increasing the fees by 57 percent after seven years
so they could pay out what was necessary to pay out to make sure that the
Posts and Departments and National could be paid a similar amount to
what they were being paid for their annual members.

You know, it is not easy to sit up there and listen and have people put
words in my mouth. | heard a lot of things said here today that I said this
and | said that. Well, then | got accused of putting too much in writing, |
was sending out all kinds of information.

If  would not have sent it, | would have been accused of not giving you
any information. Read it, comrades, what | have said is in there. If you
want to know what | said, don’t ask the Chairman of the By-Laws
Committee or the Department Commander from lllinois, ask me what |
said.

There are a lot of things said here today that | didn’t say. | am here to
tell you that it is tough because | take it very seriously. | work for you and
| work for every single one of you, and | am trying to do a job for each one
of you.

| am not going to stand here today and defend myself against the inac-
curate statements. You can see what is in writing and it is out there. | am
also not going to lower myself to attack the character of anybody. I had dis-
cussions with the Commander-in-Chief a couple of weeks ago and we did-
n’t want it.

We said this is a Convention and we don’t want to attack character.
Sometimes we all feel like our character is attacked. | do want to ask where
were your people when the by-laws were changed in 1990 to take your
right to vote on this issue away from you? | don’t know where they were.

But there are people in this room right now that were there. Ask them.
They say | am speaking for the members. Well, we are playing a hand we
were dealt. The by-law says that was changed in 1990, the Life
Membership Committee will propose any fee changes. That is what was
done.

In effect, comrades, we are sitting and debating an issue. Do you know
what, you are doing just that. We are going to vote on this by-law change
and you are going to vote either to increase it up or increase it down. You
are going to get what you want.

You know something else, | don’t know where we are at parliamentary
procedure-wise, but if this by-law that was submitted established the fee
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without any indication of a Life Membership Committee or anybody else
recommending it to the delegates, it also takes the Life Member Committee
back to three members.

You all know how politics works. The Quartermaster General can rec-
ommend anything he wants, but if the Commander-in-Chief is against it, the
Adjutant General works for the Commander-in-Chief, it doesn’t take much
common sense to realize that that is why it was changed in the first place
to make the Life Membership Committee five instead of three.

| would like to say that if this by-law is defeated, | would like this
Convention to set aside B-19 submitted by the Department of California,
and it says the Life Membership Committee will recommend and the dele-
gates will vote on the member increase. | have never been opposed to that
and | never will be opposed to that, you deserve that right that was taken
away from you in 1990.

[ think I have said enough. The increase is needed. | recommend it and
| am not going to apologize for recommending it. | have recommended the
fee increase and | know | am not as eloquent as some of the other speak-
ers, but my job is not a speech maker, my job is to work with the finances
of this organization. Thank you very much.

SENIOR VICE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF NIER: The Chair recognizes
Microphone No. 2.

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF PAUL SPERA (Post 144 - Massachusetts):
Thank you very much, Comrade Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief. | am
Paul Spera, Post 144, Boston, Massachusetts. | come to the microphone on
this issue only for the purpose of some clarification.

| have heard a lot of things, and let me begin by saying, Joe Ridgley, |
may not be able to read, but I love you, too, and you are doing a great job.
You were right, we did have that conversation, and this is not a personal
issue for or against any individual.

Let’s not make it one. Let’s keep it on a higher plane and let’s discuss
the issue on its merits. There have been a couple of things that were said
yesterday that | think need to be clarified so that you can make an intelli-
gent decision.

The fact has been stated that if there is not an increase in the Life
Membership Fund or the Life Membership fees, the fund will deplete. The
fact of the matter is that this increase creates a new category. This is not
going to deplete the Life Membership Fund that is there.

The amount of money that is in that Life Membership Fund pays out the
$5 right now will continue to pay that out, as | understand it. So if you are
receiving $5 per member under this old fee, the amount of money that is in
the fund for that will still remain at that level.

If there is a problem with that, with 900,000 plus Life Members that we
have now, that will continue. That is the way | understand it. | understand
that this increase is to pay $7 per member for every new Life Member, not
for every Life Member that you have right now.

The present Life Membership pay-out will not change for all of the Life
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Members that you have. The only effect that these new people have is to
change all future Life Members to $7.

Is that correct, Joe?

QUARTERMASTER GENERAL RIDGLEY: That is correct.

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: So all the Life Members that we
have now, the problems that we have now with the Life Membership Fund,
the possibility that those Life Members are now being paid $5 will possibly
drop to $4 or $3.50, that will still exist for 900,000 plus Life Members, that
will still be a problem.

This will not solve that problem. 1 just wanted to clarify that figure, and
| just wanted to let you know that everybody is correct, this is a very emo-
tional issue. Anybody can come to the microphone here and make a
motion and statements and try to move this.

Listen to it carefully. Figure out in your mind the amounts of money we
are talking about. Figure out what the effect of all future Life Members
increasing the two dollar per member will have on your Post, your
Department, and then vote your conscience accordingly. That is all | am
going to ask you to do.

SENIOR VICE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF NIER: The Chair recognizes
Microphone No. 3.

COMRADE JOHN LIEBSACK (Post 2503 - Nebraska): | am John
Liebsack, Post 2503, Nebraska. | come in support of this B-23 as a Past Post
Quartermaster and as Membership Chairman from my Post. We have over
1,000 Life Members in our Post. We don’t need that increase.

As a Membership Chairman, we are out knocking on those doors day
to day. What we need are the tools to recruit those members and let’s leave
it there, the Life Membership fee where it is. Thank you.

(Whereupon, Commander-in-Chief Spera assumed the Chair at this
time.)

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: The Chair recognizes Microphone
No. 1.

COMRADE CHARLES SHORT (Post 1503 - Virginia): Comrade
Commander-in-Chief, | am Charlie Short. | am a delegate from Virginia Post
1503. I rise in opposition to this motion. Comrades, the issue is very, very
narrow. The issue is only fiscal integrity of one of our funds.

| know, | have been there, | have done it, comrades, because | am the
Supreme Senior Vice-Commander. | have seen personally what happens
when you do not pay attention to fiscal issues, when you do not recognizes
the challenges that are set before you in financial responsibilities and do not
live up to those financial responsibilities.

Comrades, | also get a little emotional. | spent 18 months working
every single day to try to resolve the problems that were established
because we did not face financial responsibilities. | urge each and every
one of you to think of only one thing.

This is a separate fund. This fund has to finance certain things. Since
1976, the CPI view, for example, has gone up well over 120 percent. Since
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1976, the interest rates have dropped dramatically. Since 1976, comrades,
the longevity rates of all of us have increased over 40 percent.

For the more mature that we are looking to be, and some of us are
there, this is the greatest country in the world to live in. We have increased
that population by over 60 percent. We just have to maintain the fiscal
responsibility of his fund. It really is not going to affect recruiting.

It is really not going to affect a lot of other things, but | have heard
countless times it is a big fund, you can spend it and then you don’t have
to address the hard issues. | don’t want anybody to pay any more money
for anything in the world, but that is not a fact of life.

We have an example that | can lay before you personally and directly
that is a problem of the MOC had specifically with the Life Membership
Fund, and they did not address the issue until just last year. They had a
problem. Their financial stability of their organization was in doubt for a
short period of time because they could not face the tough hard issue.

| am sorry. We are going to have to pay more money. Everything
increases. You know, because we did not do something ten years ago, that
was wrong. | feel that if we don’t do something positive about this today,
that is also a wrong. 1 tell you two wrongs never make a right.

| thank you for listening to me. | appreciate you all. | hope we can go
together and build a better organization. Thank you, Commander-in-Chief.

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: Microphone No. 2. Now, we do
not take motions from the floor unless someone comes to a microphone. If
you would like to make a motion, you must be at the microphone to do so.

The Chair recognize Microphone No. 2.

COMRADE DENNIS WALL (Post 4164 - New Jersey): Comrade
Commander-in-Chief, | am Dennis Wall, Post 4164, New Jersey. | am also
the Department of New Jersey Commander. | want to report to this dele-
gation 99.95 percent of the delegation of the Department of New Jersey
approves of B-23. Thank you very much, Commander-in-Chief.

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: The Chair recognizes Microphone
No. 3.

COMRADE ROLLAND HILD (Post 8334 - Nebraska): Comrade
Commander-in-Chief, | am Rolland Hild, Post 8334, Nebraska, Department
Commander. | make a motion that we vote.

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: The motion is to call for the ques-
tion. Is there a second to the motion?

The Chair recognizes Microphone No. 3.

COMRADE JACK ARMAGOST (Post 4836 - Nebraska): | second the
motion.

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: The motion has been made and sec-
onded to call for the question. On the motion of calling for the question
only, all those in favor will signify by saying “aye”. Do | dare call for those
against to say “nay”. The “ayes” have it.

We have a motion on the floor. The motion is to approve B-23. If you
vote “aye”, you vote to approve B-23. All those in favor of approving B-23
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will signify by saying “aye”; all those opposed say “nay”. | am going to tell
you right now that the Chair is in doubt.

COMRADE CRAIG SWARTZ (Post 1069 - Ohio): | am the State
Commander of Ohio and | would like to call for a roll call vote, because
this takes a two-thirds majority.

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: | need ten Posts from ten different
Departments to call for a roll call vote. | have one Post from one
Department.

Microphone No. 1.

COMRADE ALEXANDER VERNON (Post 9191 - Texas): Comrade
Commander-in-Chief, my name is Alexander Vernon, a delegate from Post
9191, the Department of Texas. | also request a roll call vote.

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: The Department of Texas has asked
for a roll call vote.

At Microphone No. 2, is there someone that wants to make a motion?

COMRADE JOHN DeBOLD (Post 7642 - New York): Comrade
Commander-in-Chief, | am John DeBold, Post 7642, New York, one of the
few remaining members of the attack on Pearl Harbor. Comrade
Commander-in-Chief, | believe that is not necessary. We can have a stand-
ing vote and not a roll call vote. You don’t need a roll call vote. A stand-
ing vote is enough.

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: Comrade, | am sorry. Your com-
ments are out of order in this particular instance. | have individuals who
are now trying to request a roll call vote.

The Chair recognizes Microphone No. 2.

COMRADE RICHARD FRUGE (Post 5153 - Louisiana): | request a roll
call vote, sir.

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: The Chair recognizes Microphone
No. 3.

COMRADE WAYNE THOMPSON (Post 5061 - Colorado):
Commander-in-Chief, Wayne Thompson, Post 5061, Department of
Colorado, requests a roll call vote.

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: Microphone No. 1, is there anyone
at Microphone No. 1?

COMRADE ED MORAN (Post 7447 - Delaware): We request a roll call
vote.

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: Microphone No. 2.

COMRADE MICHAEL DePAULO (Post 5986 - Massachusetts):
Comrade Commander-in-Chief, Michael DePaulo, Post 5986, Department
of Massachusetts, requests a roll call vote.

COMRADE ORLIN JACKSON (Department of Minnesota): Comrade
Commander-in-Chief, Orlin Jackson, State Commander of Minnesota, | call
for a roll call vote.

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: Microphone No. 1.

COMRADE GEORGE RIEDEL (Post 969 - Washington): My name is
George Riedel, and | am a delegate from Post 969, Tacoma, Washington.
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We request a roll call vote.

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: Microphone No. 2.

PAST COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF CLYDE LEWIS (Post 125 - New York):
Comrade Commander-in-Chief, Clyde Lewis, Post 125, New York, requests
a roll call vote.

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: Microphone No. 3.

COMRADE NORMAND GAOQOUETTE (Post 8681 - Florida): | request a
roll call vote.

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: Thank you very much. | now have
ten comrades from ten Posts and ten Departments who have called for a roll
call vote. We will prepare for a roll call vote.

Comrades, this is the way it works. The Adjutant General will call the
roll. The Credentials Committee will tally the votes. We will tell you how
many votes you have. Now, this is going to take us a few minutes to set up,
so | am going to declare a five-minute recess. A recess is in place for five
minutes.

...Recess. ...

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: On a roll call, let me read to you the
rules so you know how we do this. On roll calls, the Chairman or Acting
Chairman, and that will be the Department Commander or the Senior Vice-
Commander of each delegation shall poll is delegation on the floor and
shall announce the vote of his delegation.

The delegation may arrive at a vote in any manner they see fit, but shall
announce it in terms of full units and not in terms of a fractional part of a
vote.

When the report of the Chairman of the delegation is not acceptable to
all members of the delegation and a poll of the Department delegates is
demanded by ten delegates of that Department, the Adjutant General shall
poll the delegates, without discussion of the question.

So we will tell you how many votes you have, the Department
Commander will announce the number of those votes for either side of the
issue.

..Recess. ...

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: Comrades, the podium says it is
1:06. When it says 1:10, we will begin the roll call. 1 would like to ask the
Department Commanders to begin lining up at the microphone here in
alphabetical order. The total delegate count is 11,786 votes.

Let me remind you that in order for this motion to prevail a two-thirds
majority is necessary of the votes cast.

Microphone No. 2.

COMRADE CRAIG SWARTZ (Post 2847 - Ohio): | need some clarifi-
cation. | believe you said it takes ten individuals. Is that ten individuals or
ten separate Posts?
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COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: No, it takes ten delegates, but they
have to be from ten different Posts. For those of you who are listening to
this, this is referring to when the Department Commander announces the
vote for his Department, it takes ten members of that Department, ten del-
egates of that Department to challenge that vote.

If, in fact, ten members of that Department challenge the vote, the
Adjutant General will poll the Department delegates who are present. Is
that clear?

COMRADE CARL GOINS (Post 489 - Tennessee): Does the Senior Vice-
Commander get that plus one vote as the Commander?

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: The vote for the Department
Commander is his personal vote. The only one that can cast that vote is the
Commander. If he is not present, then you lose that vote.

COMRADE CARL GOINS (Post 489 - Tennessee): Do you have to be
registered and stamped in order to vote?

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: If someone questions the vote, they
must be prepared, if a delegate, to show their delegate card stamped regis-
tered in order to challenge the vote. They must have that card showing they
are registered.

Microphone No. 2.

COMRADE DEAN WHITE (Post 27 - Europe): | would like you to
repeat the total number of delegates that will vote.

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: The total number is 11,786.
Comrades, we should now have the Department Commanders lined up. It
looks like Microphone No. 1, is that correct? Where do we have them? |
can't see them. Why don’t we all get you all at Microphone No. 1 in alpha-
betical order, if you would, so we can begin this roll call. When the roll
call begins, there will be order in this room so we can do this expeditious-
ly.

The Adjutant General will now begin the roll call. A vote of “yes” is to
pass the by-law change. A vote of “no” is to defeat the by-law change. In
order to pass the by-law change, there must be a two-thirds majority.
Please, let’s hold the noise down so we can hear the roll call and the vote.

...As Adjutant General Rivers called the
roll of the states, the following votes

were cast: ...

STATE YES NO
Alabama 191
Alaska 48
Arizona 183
Arkansas 36 89
California 349
Central America 20
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Colorado
Connecticut
Delaware

District of Columbia

105
196
42
26

Department of Europe

Florida
Georgia
Hawaii

Idaho

Illinois
Indiana

lowa

Kansas
Kentucky
Louisiana
Maine
Maryland
Massachusetts
Michigan
Minnesota
Mississippi
Missouri
Montana
Nebraska
Nevada

New Hampshire
New Jersey
New Mexico
New York
North Carolina
North Dakota
Ohio
Oklahoma
Oregon
Pacific Areas
Pennsylvania
Rhode Island
South Carolina
South Dakota
Tennessee
Texas

Utah
Vermont
Virginia
Washington
West Virginia

30

13

64
793
471
113
388
266
122
136
252
171
444

295
31
222
42
108
345
36
364

63

127
50
55

924

98
198

22
102
183
164
138

107

71
86
66

511
239

203

440
139

10

44
68

131

650

58
144
53

458



SUMMARY OF PROCEEDINGS
OF THE 97TH NATIONAL CONVENTION OF THE
VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS OF THE UNITED STATES
LOUISVILLE, KENTUCKY AUGUST 18-23, 1996

ANNUAL MEMORIAL SERVICE
SUNDAY, AUGUST 18, 1996

(The Memorial Service of the 97th Annual Convention of the Veterans
of Foreign Wars of the United States, held at the Commonwealth
Convention Center, Louisville, Kentucky, was called to order at 8:30 o’clock
a.m., with Commander-in-Chief Paul A. Spera, presiding. The Gold Star
Parents, Gold Star Wives, National Officers and Past National Chaplains
were escorted by the Department of Kentucky Ladies Auxiliary.)

CALL TO ORDER

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: Sergeants-at-Arms, you will prepare
the room for the advancement and posting of the Colors.

ADVANCE OF COLORS

(Whereupon, the VFW National Honor Guard advanced the Colors, fol-
lowed by the Pledge of Allegiance.)

INVOCATION

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF KENT: Will you, please, stand for the
Invocation by our National Chaplain.

VFW NATIONAL CHAPLAIN LYLE N. KELL: Let us pray. Our Heavenly
Father, as we meet here for this solemn occasion today, we believe that it is
very adequate remembering the lives of thousands upon thousands of men
and women that have given so that we can have the freedom that we have.

We praise you, God, for giving us these freedoms. We praise you for
letting us live, but we come with tears in our heart for those families that
have lost loved ones and thankful for those men and women that gave their
lives for our country.

We ask your blessings on this solemn occasion. Touch each of our
hearts in a very special way as only you, God, can do. We will praise you
forever more. Amen.

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: The Invocation was given by the
Reverend Lyle Kell. Please remain standing and join me now in the Star
Spangled Banner.

(Whereupon, the National Anthem was played at this time.)

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: We will now have a selection from



the Master’s Men Chorale.
(Whereupon, the Master’s Men Chorale sang the “Battle Hymn of the
Republic.”)

IN MEMORIAM

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: Comrades, Ladies of the Auxiliary
and Friends: We have met at this time to commemorate our comrades of
the United States Armed Forces who have answered the last call. The VFW
Ritual provides that the audience shall refrain from applauding. The Chief
of Staff will see that there are no disturbances during this ceremony.

NATIONAL CHIEF OF JOHN SMART: Comrade Commander-in-Chief,
your order will be obeyed.

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: | request that the National Chaplain
preside.

(National Chaplain Lyle N. Kell presided during the Memorial Services
performed by the National Officers in accordance with the Ritual.)

(At the conclusion of the Memorial Service, the Master’s Men Chorale
led the assembly in singing “America.”)

INTRODUCTION OF SPEAKER

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: It is my honor at this time to intro-
duce our Memorial Address speaker. Rear Admiral A. Bryon Holderby is
the Deputy Chief of Chaplains of the United States Navy.

Chaplain Holderby received his Master of Divinity degree in 1963 from
the Lutheran Theological Southern Seminary in Columbia, South Carolina.
Following his ordination in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America,

Chaplain Holderby received his Master of Counseling degree from the
University of North Florida in Jacksonville, Florida. Chaplain Holderby was
commissioned into the Naval Reserve in 1967. Beginning his active naval
duty ministry in that same year, he has served in various overseas and state
side assignments, to include his present assignment of the Deputy Chief of
Chaplains since 1994.

His awards and decorations include the Legion of Merit, Meritorious
Service Medal, three Navy Commendation Medals, the Navy Achievement
Medal, the National Defense Service Medal and Meritorious Unit Citation
and the Vietnam Service Medal. Chaplain Holderby is married to the former
Barbara Clark Thiel. They have two daughters and five grandchildren.

Ladies and gentlemen, please join me in giving a warm welcome to
Chaplain Holderby.

MEMORIAL ADDRESS

REAR ADMIRAL HOLDERBY: Good morning, ladies and gentlemen. It
is good that you are here, that we can be here together to honor American



men and women who fought in defense of freedom of our land around the
world.

I am a little overwhelmed by the sacredness of this moment, if you will,
as you and | recall all that has been given for the sake of a peaceful world.

My office in Washington, D.C. overlooks Arlington National Cemetery
where the bodies of men and women just like you and me lie. We can’t
help but think of the fact that they had the same concerns, the same hopes
and disappointments and triumphs, tears and laughter and loves that we all
have. Somewhere in that cemetery there may lie a person who could have
discovered the cure for cancer or found a way to stop wars forever. But
instead they lie silently in that sacred soil as our memories. Some of us may
live today because they died. It is only fitting that we honor them.

Let us not, however, fail to honor one another. That we live while oth-
ers died was not our decision, it was God’s. God calls us sometimes to a
playground and sometimes to a battleground, and we have done our best
with God’s help to respond. Not a single one of you feel that you have in
any way done less. You were there.

Let us remember, too, to honor those who wore no uniform, stepped
on no battlefield, but whose pain and fear and sacrifice were every bit as
great, our families, our loved ones. Finally, this morning, let us honor
America, the great experiment, the dream of the oppressed, the beacon of
hope for all people around the world.

The words we speak here today, the feelings, the memories are all very
real. There is a tendency in our world today not to trust words too much.
It is said that Lyndon Johnson, in the course of his campaign, told some
small farmers that he understood their problem because he was a rancher
himself.

One of the farmers said, “Well, how big is your place?”

“Oh, it's big,” said Johnson in his Texas drawl. “It is really big. 1 can
get in my car in the morning and the sun is up and I can drive all day long
and at sundown | am just getting to the other side of my property.”

“Yeah,” relied one of the farmers, “I know how that is. | had a car like
that once myself.” Our words, our memories, our feelings are real.

Certainly, it is true that our world is not perfect. Some even despair that
it’s close to being broken. The question is occasionally asked, “Is this soci-
ety what we fought to preserve?” The answer seems to be yes and no. We
didn’t fight to preserve what is wrong in our society, but there is so much
good in it and maybe, just maybe, you and | have been spared, been left on
this earth to build on the good and try and change that which isn’t good.

In a Calvin and Hobbes’ cartoon, Calvin says, “You could step in the
road tomorrow and, wham, you get hit by a cement truck. That’s why my
motto is ‘Live for the Moment.” What's your motto?” Hobbes answered:
“Look down the road.”

| think that is part of what we are here to do today. To not only pay trib-
ute to the men and women who have served our country well, but to look
down the road. To agree on ways we can keep faith with those that fought



before us and with each other by making a difference in our society today,
not just for ourselves, but for a world that looks to us still as a place where
justice and human worth are valued and protected.

Last year the Chief of Chaplains, Don Muchow, was in Warsaw, Poland,
at a gathering of church and military leaders of the NATO countries and for-
mer Soviet bloc nations. During that meeting, he was sitting next to a Polish
Army General that said to him, “My wife and | were married by a priest in
the woods, and our children were baptized in the forest. The Soviets may
have occupied our land,” he said, “but they never took over our hearts.”

But even more telling were the words of the former Director of the
Soviet KGB who in a meeting in Washington said to our Chiefs of Chaplains
of the three services, “I need you to help us establish a Chaplain Corps. |
have soldiers who can't tell the truth or keep a promise. | have soldiers who
have no moral compass.”

All around the world people look to this country for hope. This coun-
try that you have fought to preserve, this country whose good you now fight
to uphold. Not a perfect place, seemingly beset with crime and self-inter-
est, our weapons are these.

To be people of integrity, Stephen Carter of Harvard University defines
integrity this way: “First,” he writes, “you must decide between right and
wrong. Then you must live by that decision even at personal cost, and final-
ly you must proclaim that the basis for what you are doing is your commit-
ment to do what you know to be right.”

In short, we must do what we say we are. Then our words can be trust-
ed and carry weight. The second effective weapon in this fight for the right
is to accept responsibility for each other. “God does not comfort us to make
us comfortable, but to make us comforters.” We are our brother’s and our
sister’s keeper. There will be no joy for any of us in this world, until there
is joy for all of us. Racism, sexism, anything that makes one group superi-
or to another has no place in our land.

An Army Chaplain speaking at the cemetery on the Island of Iwo Jima
50 years ago caught the vision perfectly. He said: “Beneath this soil lie peo-
ple who loved America; rich and poor, white and black, Hispanic, native
American, Catholics, Jews, Protestants and others. Deep in the soil where
they lie, there is no discrimination or quotas, no hatred, just the purest
democracy. Anyone among us, the living, who fails to see that, can betray
their sacrifice. Any one of us who lifts a hand in hate against another, or
thinks one’s self superior to another makes of this day a mockery.”

| think, perhaps, the final weapon needed for a strong America is civil-
ity. The acknowledgement that everyone has worth and should be so treat-
ed. In a very powerful book entitled “Achilles in Vietnam”, the author, a
psychiatrist named Jonathan Shay, who works with Vietnam Veterans,
makes this observation: “The ancient Greeks, warlike as they were, did not
dishonor the enemy. We, in our country, have tended to do so. And the
price to be paid for that is often disaster.”

During World War I, the Japanese considered Americans too soft to



SECOND BUSINESS SESSION
WEDNESDAY MORNING, AUGUST 21, 1996

(The Second Business Session of the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the
United States, held in the Commonwealth Convention Center, Louisville,
Kentucky, was called to order at 9:00 o’clock a.m., with Commander-in-
Chief Paul A. Spera, presiding.)

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: Sergeant-at-Arms, please prepare
the room for the Salute to the Colors.

(The National Sergeant-at-Arms led the Convention in the Salute to the
Colors and the Pledge of Allegiance.)

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: We will now have the Opening
Prayer by National Chaplain Kell.

(The Opening Prayer was given by the National Chaplain Reverend Lyle
N. Kell.)

NATIONAL SERGEANT-AT-ARMS SARVER: Comrade Commander-in-
Chief, the Opening Ceremonies have been performed, Comrade
Commander-in-Chief.

REPORT OF CREDENTIALS COMMITTEE

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: | would like to call on the Chairman
of the Credentials Committee for his report, please.

COMRADE RICHARD TROMBLA (Post 974 - Kansas): Comrade
Commander-in-Chief, Richard Trombla, Post 974, Department of Kansas,
Chairman of the Credentials Committee. Comrades, this is a temporary
report.

Delegates, 12,578; Department Commanders, 44; National Officers,
32; Past Commanders-in-Chief, 26. Members-at-Large, 1. That is a total of
12,681. That is a temporary report, Commander.

INTRODUCTION OF MILTON METZ,
MARCH OF DIMES REPRESENTATIVE

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: Thank you very much. Two of our
VFW Departments and one VFW Post have made outstanding contributions
to the March of Dimes this past year.

Our next guest is here to recognize their efforts. He is a well-known
broadcast personality in Kentucky and Southern Indiana, active in nearly
every phase of both television and radio.

In 1959, he created “Metz Here”, a public opinion phone-in program
which, until he withdrew from the show in 1993, was one of the highest
rated local radio shows for more than three decades.

He was, for nine years, co-host and co-producer of the W.H.A.S.-TV
show “Omelet.” He was Channel 11 weatherman, offering his unique blend



of humor and comment.

He is a member of the Kentucky Journalism Hall of Fame, winner of a
Ford Foundation Grant to the United States and has won awards from the
National Arthritis Foundation, the National Commission on Working
Women and a variety of other prestigious awards including the nation’s top
radio award from the American Psychiatric Association.

He is here this morning representing the March of Dimes, one of the
many charitable organizations he has served throughout his long and
distinguished career.

Please give a warm VFW welcome to W.H.A.S.-TV personality, Milton
Metz.

PRESENTATION - MILTON METZ

MR. METZ: Thank you very much. 1 am Milton Metz and | am a
broadcaster here in Louisville. My program happens to be called “Metz
Here”, and if you don’t mind the pun, | am really glad to be “Metz Here”
with you today. You may not know me, but | certainly know you and your
heroes, heroes in many ways.

Your service to your country and all over the world is proof of that. You
are heroes yet again because of battles that you are helping to win right
here in America today. | am speaking now of the battles against threats to
our nation’s young, the threats of birth defects, of infant mortality, low birth
rate, everything that the March of Dimes has fought for years because these
are your children, your grandchildren.

We know this is a great country of ours, but, nevertheless, the United
States is twenty-fourth in the world in its mortality. That means that babies
born in 23 other nations, countries like Northern Ireland, Finland, the
Netherlands and Singapore have a better chance of living to their first
birthday than babies born here.

That is pretty frightening, isn’t it, especially when you consider that the
United States is the richest and most advanced country in the world. The
good news is this. Our rate of infant mortality is the lowest that it has ever
been. What does that mean? It means we are making progress.

It means we are winning battles. It means we still have a lot of work to
do, but we are getting there. One of the reasons for that progress, ladies
and gentlemen, is you, and that is why | call you heroes, heroes for
healthier babies.

The VFW, a long time supporter of the March of Dimes, has been
monumental in helping the foundation to fund vital research into the causes
of birth defects and other infant problems. It has resulted in healthier babies
and healthier mothers.

Over the past two years alone, the March of Dimes has made some
major progress for American babies. For instance, two more March of
Dimes researchers have won the Nobel Prize, bringing the total to ten
Nobel Prizes. Their work has shed light on the causes of a great number of



birth defects.

The Food & Drug Administration, thanks to the advocacy of the March
of Dimes, made a ruling to help prevent hundreds of babies from suffering
birth defects. The Back to Sleep Campaign, supported by the March of
Dimes and many other organizations, to educate parents who put their
babies to sleep on their back or their side, has reduced death by 30 percent.

The March of Dimes researchers found giving antibiotics to pregnant
women with bacterial infections can reduce premature births. These are
wonderful achievements. You helped make them possible. While we still
have to keep at it, as long as any babies are born with birth defects or other
health problems, we know we can do it because we have a record of
victories to build on.

On behalf of the March of Dimes and America’s babies, thank you all
for your long and loyal support. Thank you for being in every sense heroes
for healthier babies.

| now have the pleasure of presenting some very special awards
honoring achievements in 1995-1996. First, the award for achieving the
second place in financial support for the March of Dimes Commission,
North Dakota VFW and the Ladies Auxiliary.

Now, the award for outstanding support of the March of Dimes mission,
the winner is Maryland VFW Ladies Auxiliary. Will they please come up?

Last, but not least, the award for the number one VFW Post in financial
support of the March of Dimes mission goes to Salisbury, Maryland Post
194. Congratulations to our winners. Let’s give them all a big round of
applause for the help for the past and future generations of this nation’s
young. Thank you very much.

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON NATIONAL BY-LAWS,
MANUAL OF PROCEDURE AND RITUAL (Cont'd.)

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: At this time | would call upon the
Chairman of the National By-Laws and Manual of Procedure and Ritual,
Howard Vander Clute, Jr., so we can conclude our business on that
question.

PAST COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF VANDER CLUTE: Thank you,
Commander-in-Chief. There is one unfinished piece of business that must
be addressed this morning, and that relates to the set aside of B-16, which
was recommended for rejection, and yesterday was asked to be set aside
concerning Section 102, Application and Affiliation of New Members.

| think procedure requires that whoever had that set aside now move to
approve. We need a second so that it can be debated.

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: That is correct. The person that
asked that be set aside, someone needs to go to the microphone and make
the motion. There being no motion to pass this, the recommendation of the
Committee will be accepted and that is to reject it.

I will now relieve you as Chairman of the Committee with my thanks



and best wishes. Thank you very much. It was a great job.

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON FINANCE
AND INTERNAL ORGANIZATION

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: For the Report of the Committee on
Finance and Internal Organization, the Chairman is Past Commander-in-
Chief George Cramer.

PAST COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF CRAMER: Thank you, Commander-in-
Chief. First of all, I would like to recognize the Vice-Chairman of the
Committee, Past Commander-in-Chief Ted C. Connell, from the great State
of Texas. Of course, | would like to recognize the other members of the
Committee that are scattered amongst you out there.

We deliberated Monday afternoon early with the following results.

First of all, Resolution 202, PAC-Endorsement of Candidates, has been
withdrawn by both submitters, the Department of New Jersey and New
Hampshire. We have recommended for adoption Resolution 207,
Application Form for National Members-at-Large.

Commander-in-Chief, | will move that the delegates concur with the
recommendation of the Committee and adopt this resolution.

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: | have a motion to accept the
recommendation of the Committee to adopt this resolution. Do | hear a
second?

Microphone No. 2.

COMRADE TED BLOUIN (Post 2059 - Texas): Comrade Commander-
in-Chief, Ted Blouin, Post 2059, Texas. | second the motion.

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: The motion has been made and
properly seconded to accept the recommendation of the Committee and
adopt the resolution. Anything on the question? All those in favor will
signify by saying “aye”; all those opposed “nay”. The “ayes” have it. The
motion is carried.

PAST COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF CRAMER: Thank you, Commander-in-
Chief. All the remaining resolutions were recommended for defeat or
rejection.

They are 201, Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States Uniform
Proof of Eligibility for Membership.

No. 203, Life Membership.

No. 204, Change to National Convention Schedule.

No. 205, Health Program for Department Service
Officers Tied to National Program.

No. 206, Provide National Members-at-Large Rosters to
Departments.

No. 208, National Membership-at-Large.

No. 209, Tax Exempt Status of Post.

No. 210, Life Membership Fee Increase.



No. 211, Continuation of the All-American Program.

No. 212, Credit Deceased Life Members to Posts at the
Beginning of the Membership Year.

No. 213, National Convention Rules.

No. 214, National Convention Rules.

No. 215, Amendments.

No. 216, Life Membership Fees.

No. 217, Initiate New Cancer Program.

No. 218, Rescind Life Membership Fees Increase.

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: Microphone No. 1.

COMRADE RICHARD PIGNONE (Post 3173 - California): | move to
set aside No. 212.

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: No. 212 has been asked to be set
aside.

Microphone No. 2.

COMRADE JOHN PETERS (Post 4809 - Virginia): Comrade
Commander-in-Chief, John Peters, Post 4809, Virginia, requests that No.
211 be set aside.

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: No. 211 will be set aside.

Microphone No. 3.

COMRADE DONALD HEUER (Post 9433 - Minnesota): We are now
asking to set aside the approved amendments, right?

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: We have already passed those.

COMRADE DONALD HEUER (Post 9433 - Minnesota): We are now
moving for adoption of the rejected amendments?

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: If you have one that you would like
to set aside, give us the number and then we will get back to that number.

COMRADE DONALD HEUER (Post 9433 - Minnesota): No. 213.

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: You would like No. 213 set aside.
Let’s have the Post number, please.

COMRADE DONALD HEUER (Post 9433 - Minnesota): Comrade
Commander-in-Chief, it is Post 9433, Minnesota.

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: Thank you very much. No. 213 is
set aside. Anybody else at Microphone No. 3? So we have 211, 212 and
213 that have been set aside. Are there any other set asides?

Microphone No. 3.

COMRADE DONALD HEUER (Post 9433 - Minnesota): | would like
Nos. 214 and 215 set aside.

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: Nos. 211, 212, 213, 214 and 215
have all been asked to be set aside. Any other set asides? Hearing none,
the recommendation of the Committee is to reject, and | need to have a
motion to accept. The ones set aside, someone must make a motion that
they be passed.

Microphone No. 1.

COMRADE RICHARD PIGNONE (Post 3173 - California): | move that
we adopt No. 212.



COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: The motion has been made to adopt
No. 212. Do | have a second to that motion?

COMRADE ROBERT MARR (Post 7283 - California): Comrade
Commander-in-Chief, Bob Marr, Post 7283, California, seconds it.

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: The motion has been made and
seconded to adopt 212. 1 will turn to the Chairman to find out what 212 is.

PAST COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF CRAMER: No. 212 is to “Credit
Deceased Life Members to Posts at the Beginning of the Membership Year.”
The deliberation was as follows. Obviously, the membership throughout
the organization is adversely affected by deaths of members and their
concerns will increase in the coming years.

Nevertheless, the Membership Program begins with the premise that
the organization must replace those deceased members or it will wither and
die. Reducing the starting membership goal gives a false picture of Post
members to replace deceased members in growth of its membership and
give false results. The Post that is 100-percent Life Members could, as a
result of deaths, have no members at all and meet 100 percent for contest
purposes.

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: Microphone No. 2.

COMRADE RICHARD PIGNONE (Post 3173 - California): Comrade
Commander-in-Chief, is that 212 he just read?

PAST COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF CRAMER: | am sorry. You want 211¢
You asked for 212, right?

COMRADE RICHARD PIGNONE (Post 3173 - California): 1 asked No.
212, but that does not coincide with what you just said.

PAST COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF CRAMER: You want the resolution in
its entirety or just the “Whereas”?

COMRADE RICHARD PIGNONE (Post 3173 - California): | would
appreciate it if you would go right down the line.

PAST COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF CRAMER: “WHEREAS, under the
current system, deceased Life Members are removed from a Post’s Life
Member totals in September of each year but this total is not removed from
the beginning total membership; and

“WHEREAS, if the total deaths were removed from the total
membership, Posts would be more inspired to recruit replacement members
to keep the Post’s membership on a continuous rise; and

“WHEREAS, Posts located in sparsely populated areas do not have the
available populations to replace these members; and

“WHEREAS, the current system has an adverse effect on Posts who
work diligently in the months of July and August to increase their
membership only to find they have a deficit in September;

“NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Veterans of Foreign Wars
of the United States, that when the Life Member deaths are removed from
a Post’s rolls in September of each year, these totals also be removed from
the Post’s starting total membership.”

That is submitted by the Department of California.
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COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: Thank you.

COMRADE RICHARD PIGNONE (Post 3173 - California): Thank you.
My comrades, you will remember last year how 212 came up, and it allows
to rectify at the beginning of the membership year. We are starting off with
the same amount that we ended the previous year. Then in September, what
comes along is the taking away of these deceased members.

When the Commander, Post Commanders, District Commanders think
they are on the rise, all of a sudden they are hit with the taking away of
these members. Therefore, it is very hard to overcome at the beginning of
the year, which you have worked so hard in order to bring your membership
up and have a good start.

The Life Membership is the basis of all membership. With the higher
members in the Life category, each Post Commander, District Commander,
Department Commander and the National Commanders at the top are the
big guns in membership. That will take away these deceased Life Members
and no way in the world can you bring them back.

What happens is you lose them and you are expected to go out and get
two for every one you lose. That is one of the bad features of that. Not only
that, but we will continue to lose each year. We will lose in the
membership. The Post Commander doesn’t have the same enthusiasm if he
was close to being the head, the District Commander, the same thing, the
Department Commander.

Everybody is trying harder to do it, but the Life Members being taken
away certainly hurts you. | believe, my comrades, that our membership year
should start by taking away the deceased Life Members so that everybody
has a fair shake at making 100 percent, and then we will not always show
a deficit.

We are on a decline, my comrades. We don’t want to show that we are
in a decline. We want the opportunity to bring in more members. Thank
you all very much.

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: Thank you.

Microphone No. 2.

COMRADE JOHN PETERS (Post 4809 - Virginia): This morning at the
All-American breakfast we discussed continuation of the All-American
Program.

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: John, right now we are on
Resolution 212. The discussion now is on Resolution 212.

COMRADE JOHN PETERS (Post 4809 - Virginia): Excuse me.

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: That is okay. Do | have any other
discussion on Resolution 212?

Microphone No. 1.

COMRADE GLEN GARDNER (Post 3359 - Texas): Comrade
Commander-in-Chief, Glen Gardner, Jr., a delegate from Post 3359,
Garland, Texas. This resolution is a moot point. The membership contest
quotas for Posts are no longer set by the National Organization.

There are no national membership programs. It is up to the department.
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We, in the Department of Texas, have subtracted from our Posts the
deceased members. If they want to do that, let them do that. It is up to the
leadership of each Department to decide what the quota is for their Posts,
for their Districts for contest purposes for the upcoming year. It is no longer
a national issue, anyway. Thank you, Commander-in-Chief.

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: Microphone No. 1.

COMRADE TIGER MILLER (Post 1059 - lllinois):  Comrade
Commander-in-Chief, | agree with him. Since this is going to be a state
program, how about the All-American Department Commanders? If we say
he is All-American, are you going to accept him?

You are going to say no. | don’t have to say this, that and the other
thing. | dont believe in it that way. | believe in taking away if you don't
pay. That is my belief, and | honestly feel that it will be better for everyone.
Thank you.

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA:  Any further discussion on the
motion? Any further discussion? Hearing none, we will call for a vote. The
motion is to adopt Resolution 212. All those in favor of adopting Resolution
212 will signify by saying “aye”; all those opposed “nay”. The motion is
defeated.

We are now ready for Resolution 211.

Microphone No. 2.

In order for it to come on the floor, you need to make a motion to adopt
a resolution.

COMRADE JOHN PETERS (Post 4809 - Virginia): | make a motion that
we adopt Resolution 211.

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: Do we have a second to that
motion?

Microphone No. 1.

COMRADE TIGER MILLER (Post 1059 - lllinois): Tiger Miller, Post
1059, Illinois, seconds the motion.

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: The motion has been made and duly
seconded to adopt Resolution 211.

Mr. Chairman.

PAST COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF CRAMER: Commander-in-Chief, do
you wish me to read the resolution?

COMRADE JOHN PETERS (Post 4809 - Virginia): Yes. We don’t know
what it says. We would like to have it read.

PAST COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF CRAMER: | will read the resolution
and | will read the argument.

“WHEREAS, membership is the life blood of any organization including
the VFW; and

“WHEREAS, membership in the VFW is bolstered by numerous
incentives; and

“WHEREAS, All-American status has been not only a tradition, but also
an effective motivation for individuals as well as Posts, Districts and
Department membership; and
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“WHEREAS, it may be appropriate to revise the All-American eligibility
requirements; and

“WHEREAS, it is recognized that a need is identified to reduce
expenditures of the All-American program;

“NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Veterans of Foreign Wars
of the United States, that the All-American Program be continued at Post,
District and Department levels; and

“BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this program be modified to
strengthen the eligibility requirements; and

“BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, in order to conserve funds the Kansas
City trip and other similar reward trips be eliminated.”

The reason we rejected the All-American Program that was formed, as
it was formally conducted, was thought to serve a useful purpose in
attracting  membership and encouraging recruitment of members.
However, its effectiveness dwindled. Some even argue that the quotas were
set too low and so many award winners that the award lost its significance.

In addition, they led to the buying of annual members, which is an
ineffective use of resources and puts members on the rolls that have no
identity with the VFW or its goals and purposes. The VFW National
Membership Program is the prerogative of the Commander-in-Chief.

The new Membership Program, as established next year by the Senior
Vice Commander-in-Chief, is designed to place the authority of the conduct
of the membership programs into the Departments. The National
Organization is no longer going to dictate by way of award programs,
including the All-American Program as it formerly existed, how and in what
manner the Departments will conduct the membership programs.

The Departments are great to determine what incentives work best in
that Department. If the Department determines that recognition similar to
the recognition given to All-Americans under the previous Department
worked for that Department, then the Department can initiate a program.

The Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief recognizes that the All-American
Program was initially designed to award only the best of the best, made the
decision to modify eligibility for All-American so that only Department
Commanders, and only those Department Commanders meeting certain
qualifications in terms of Life Membership and new and reinstated
members were truly All-Americans.

If a Department in connection with its own Department Membership
Program wants to initiate a similar plan to the All-American Program for its
Posts and Districts, it is free to do so.

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: Microphone No. 2.

COMRADE JOHN PETERS (Post 4809 - Virginia): The All-American
Program has worked very well in Virginia as one of the best incentives of
bringing in new members. We request this morning and request again,
Commander-in-Chief, to reconsider this All-American Program and put it
back in the place, or continue it in place as it is.

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: The Chair recognizes Microphone
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No. 3.

SENIOR VICE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF NIER: Comrade Commander-
in-Chief, Jim Nier, Post 8919, the Department of Texas. | was at the All-
American breakfast this morning. [ listened intently to what the members
of that delegation said at that breakfast. | have listened here this morning.

| have consulted with the membership people at National and | have
consulted with the Junior Vice Commander-in-Chief. | want to tell you we
have reconsidered and there will be one All-American Post Commander in
each Department. There will be one All-American District Commander in
each Department, and there will be one All-American Commander.

The criteria will say it is now a national program still, but the
Departments will pick that District and Post Commander to be All-
American. This will be back in place, not necessarily the same eligibility
criteria how they were selected. The Department will determine that.

There will be an All-American Post Commander and an All-American
District Commander, and an All-American Department Commander from
every Department. Thank you.

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: Thank you.

The Chair recognizes Microphone No. 1.

COMRADE TIGER MILLER (Post 1059 - lllinois): Let me say | was sadly
disappointed when | heard they were going to take the All-American
Program away. | think that it is a grand champion mistake if it is taken away.
Let me say | was up there at that breakfast this morning.

In order to make the All-American this year, | personally knocked on
322 doors to make that. I did it the right way. There may be some wrong
ways to do it, but if they put this program in force they have got available
to the Departments and Districts, it will work.

[llinois has 19 Districts and only one? Maybe there are three or four
that deserve it. And only one Post? We have got 500 in lllinois. | don’t
think that is right. 1 think the program ought to go back and be reinstated
as it says here in this resolution. Therefore, | move that we adopt No. 211.

Thank you, Commander.

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: You are welcome. Any further
discussion on that question? Anything further on the question?

The Chair recognizes Microphone No. 1.

COMRADE JAMES SHANE (Post 2451 - Texas): Comrade Commander-
in-Chief, we are a relatively small Post. We have only got two hundred
some odd folks. It is absolutely inconceivable that we would be able to do
battle with the likes of our Department Commander’s home Post that has
some 2,000 to 3,000 folks in it.

It is the only realistic thing for the young Posts and the smaller Posts to
have an opportunity to look toward for recognition and for achievement.
So it is recommended that the program should remain in effect as it stands.
Otherwise, the emphasis on membership as well as other program
requirements, the young small Posts don’t have a shot at trying to make that
particular goal.
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If there is no incentive, the problem is that the membership will
seriously decline and the only Posts that will be in the recognition side of
the house are the larger facilities and the larger organizations. Therefore, we
are asking that the program be available and stand so that the young Posts
and the smaller Posts can have equal footing with respect to their
membership drives.

It is just as important for the National program and the State programs
or Department programs and the District programs that small Posts increase
their numbers as well as larger installations and the larger facilities. So, we
recommend that it remain as it is so that we, the smaller organizations, have
an opportunity to look forward to something as great as this All-American
Program is. | thank you for your time, sir.

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: Thank you.

Microphone No. 2.

COMRADE JEROME HENZE (Post 9213 - Texas): | concur with our
incoming National Commander Jim Nier. | think that he has the intelligence
to run this program, and | think that we leave it up to our State Departments.
If we go by a percentage of increase, a Post with 50 members that goes to
100 members, would have a 100-percent increase, and a Post with 2,000
must go to 4,000 in order to match it.

| think we go by percentage. | think I speak for this proposal that the
incoming Commander is making. Thank you.

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: Anything further?

The Chair recognizes Microphone No. 3.

PAST COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF ALLEN KENT (Post 9972 - Arizona):
Comrade Commander-in-Chief, Gunner Kent, delegate from Post 9972,
Sierra Vista, Arizona. | don’t see anything wrong with the program the way
the incoming Commander-in-Chief wants to have it.

It is no different than the program we used to have. We have made one
All-American Post, one All-American District and one All-American
Department Commander. It wasn't until the ‘80s that this was changed.
The All-American Program is the best of the best.

It doesn’t matter what your Post size is, you are going to qualify just like
the big Post if you do the work out there. All the incoming Commander-in-
Chief is doing is he is saying | am going back to pick the cream of the crop,
and that is all that is going to get the hat.

He is saying that | am not going to continue to give All-Americans out
just arbitrarily, and in some cases, because somebody has a fat wallet. That
is all the incoming Commander-in-Chief is going to do. Thank you,
Commander-in-Chief.

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: Microphone No. 2.

COMRADE BENNY BACHAND (Post 4287 - Florida): Comrade
Commander-in-Chief, Benny Bachand, Post 4287, Orlando, Florida. For the
past 20 years, | have had the opportunity to see the All-American Program
develop from a National perspective. | have been fortunate to be the
Membership Director for nine and one-half years.
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| have seen that it always has been the prerogative of every incoming
Commander-in-Chief to change programs as he has seen fit, and most of our
Commanders-in-Chief have done so We have done extensive research in
this area of how the All-American does or does not benefit the membership
program in this organization.

Quite honestly, it is a myth, ladies and gentlemen, to think that the All-
American Program will, in fact, enhance the membership of this
organization. Statistically, it is not true. Additionally, over 35 percent of
our All-American Commanders come from only four or five Departments.

| have heard time and time again from most of our incoming
Department Commanders that the All-American Program in the past is not
fair, and because we could not justify the quotas across the board. Many
of our Posts and Districts are in small rural areas and they could not have
the sustaining type of growth that was necessary.

So | would urge this delegation to defeat the continuation of the All-
American Program and give the Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief the same
rights that any other Commander-in-Chief has in determining his own
membership program. Thank you.

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: Microphone No. 2.

COMRADE DANA HUSSEY (Post 4485 - New Hampshire): Comrade
Commander-in-Chief, Dana Hussey, Post 4485, New Hampshire, and also
the Department Commander. | also rise to defeat this resolution. The reason
is that the 100-percent part is taken away and somebody says no incentive
now to go out and do the work.

The incentive is the life blood of our organization. | think that the
Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief has bent over backwards to make a
concession he didn’t have to make. | think that people will want the All-
American hats, people will still want to purchase that hat.

| think that is our price to pay. You will get some unrealistic numbers.
| intend to get All-American Department Commander and All-American
Department. | am going to do it. | am not going to buy anything. | think
that we should consider this for the good of the organization.

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: Microphone No. 2.

COMRADE LAUREL PHIPPS (Post 839 - lowa): Comrade Commander-
in-Chief, | don’t know if this is a good program, and none of us will know
until we try it. If we start jockeying it around with three months in the year
on the program, and if we start moving around this now, we don’t know
what we will have. Let’s give it a chance to work. If it doesn’t work, we
can change it next year. Thank you.

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: Microphone No. 2.

JUNIOR VICE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF MOON: Comrade
Commander-in-Chief, John Moon, Post 2873, Grover Hill, Ohio. | stand in
total support of Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief Jim Nier’s program. | urge
the rejection of this resolution, and | move the question.

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: The motion has been made to move
the question. Do | hear a second?
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COMRADE JOHN WARNER (Post 8552 - California): | second the
motion.

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: The motion has been moved and
seconded. All those in favor will signify by saying “aye”; all those opposed
“nay”. The “ayes” have it. We will move the question.

The motion on the floor now is to adopt Resolution No. 211. All those
in favor will signify by saying “aye”; all those opposed “nay”. The motion
is defeated.

Next is Resolution No. 213.

Microphone No. 3.

COMRADE ORLIN JACKSON (Post 433 - Minnesota): | move the
adoption of Resolution No. 213.

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: The motion has been made to adopt
Resolution 213. Do | hear a second?

COMRADE MICHAEL LABOVITCH (Post 1085 - Minnesota): | second
the motion.

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: The motion has been made and
seconded to adopt Resolution No. 213. [ will call on the Chairman first.

PAST COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF CRAMER: Commander-in-Chief and
Comrades, Resolution 213 reads as follows:

“WHEREAS, the rules governing VFW meetings are found in Demeter’s
Manual; and

“WHEREAS, the rules that govern the National Convention are of great
importance to the Convention delegates; and

“WHEREAS, the National Convention delegates wish to follow the rules
of the National Convention;

“NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Veterans of Foreign Wars
of the United States, that the Convention Rules governing National
Conventions, and voted on at the beginning of the National Convention,
be made available to the delegates upon registration and be included in the
‘Committee Assignment and Schedule of Resolutions” booklet.”

This resolution was offered by the Department of Minnesota. Let me
read to you the Committee’s reason for recommending rejection. The
Convention Rules are not established until the Convention Rules
Committee meets and the Convention adopts the rules.

That occurs after the Convention convenes and most of the delegates
have been registered. It cannot be included in the “Committee Assignment
and Schedule of Resolutions” booklet, because it is printed in advance of
our Convention. Thus, there is not any way that the rules can be made
available in the ways suggested by this resolution.

Copies of the Convention Rules, as recommended by the Convention
Rules Committee and approved by the Convention, can be posted outside
the meeting area.

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: Microphone No. 3.

COMRADE ORLIN JACKSON (Post 433 - Minnesota): Commander-in-
Chief, I met with the Rules Committee this year, and they had the same
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rules this year as they had last year. There were no changes except for the
dates and time. They told me that the prior rules have been available from
previous years. Would it be possible that the previous year’s rules be
included in the white booklet on resolutions?

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: | am sure that we could put it in
there. The problem we would have is there is no guarantee that the previous
year’s rules will be the same rules for the present year. If they weren’t, then
we would have created a great deal of confusion.

COMRADE ORLIN JACKSON (Post 433 - Minnesota): Possibly, the
rules that would not be included could be stricken out by the delegates.

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: Well, | think that we are still
wandering around in the same forest here. The rules are not known until
they are adopted by the Convention. We don’t know what the rules are.
We can assume they are going to be the same.

Let me go to Microphone No. 1.

COMRADE JOHN SENK (Post 335 - New Jersey): Comrade
Commander-in-Chief, to print the previous Convention’s Rules in the
“Committee Assignment and Schedule of Resolutions” booklet would be an
expensive proposition and would have no bearing on this Convention
whatsoever.

Once the rules are adopted by the Convention, we can have those rules
printed here and posted outside and made available to anyone that may
want them. | recommend rejection of this resolution.

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: Microphone No. 3.

ADJUTANT GENERAL RIVERS: Thank you, Commander-in-Chief. | am
Larry Rivers, a delegate from Post 1736, Louisiana. My comrades, | will
give you an example. We had a vote yesterday, a roll call vote. For us to
prepare and print up the rosters to have that roll call vote cost us $1,013.

That was to print them up so we could distribute them. What we are
talking about here are expensive propositions. If we print up rules we
adopted last year that turn out to be changed by this body who makes that
decision, we have spent a heck of a lot of your money on things that really
are not any good.

What we would prefer to do is once the Committee adopts those rules,
print up a sufficient number and leave them laying on the table in the
Adjutant General’s Office for those who are concerned and want a copy to
stop by and pick them up, just as you do with many other things that come
from this Convention.

That is the logical way to do it. It is the most cost effective way to do
it, and that is the process we intend to implement beginning next year. |
would urge you to reject this resolution.

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: The Chair recognizes Microphone
No. 2.

COMRADE EUGENE WARDEN (Post 8552 - Texas): | rise in opposition
to the acceptance of this resolution. | say reject this based on the
information that the Committee has given us and what you have heard on
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the floor. | move at this time for the question.

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: The motion has been made to move
for the question. Do | have a second on the motion? Do | have a second
on the motion?

COMRADE GLEN GARDNER (Post 3359 - Texas): | second the motion.

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: The motion has been made and
seconded to move the question. All those in favor will signify by saying
“aye”; all those opposed. The “ayes” have it.

The motion is on the floor to adopt Resolution 213. All those in favor
will signify by saying “aye”; all those opposed “nay”. The motion is
defeated. The Chair was not in doubt on that one.

Next is Resolution No. 214.

The Chair recognizes Microphone No. 3. You need to make a motion
to adopt.

COMRADE DONALD HEUER (Post 9433 - Minnesota): | move
adoption of Resolution No. 214.

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: | have a motion on the floor to adopt
Resolution No. 214. Do | have a second to the motion?

COMRADE MICHAEL LABOVITCH (Post 1085 - Minnesota): | second
the motion.

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: The motion has been made and
seconded that we adopt Resolution 214.

We will now call on the Chairman.

PAST COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF CRAMER: Commander-in-Chief and
delegates to this Convention, Resolution No. 214 reads as follows:

“WHEREAS, members of the Germane Committee are responsible to
make recommendations to the Delegates at the National Convention; and

“WHEREAS, the Committee members should be able to hear the
information concerning the resolutions that may be readily available; and

“WHEREAS, some Chairmen have prevented a Department from
speaking to the Resolution Committee concerning the Department’s
Resolution(s);

“NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Veterans of Foreign Wars
of the United States, that we propose a rule which shall permit any
Department submitting a resolution at the National Convention, to any
Committee, be present to answer questions and testify, if necessary, on any
and all matters concerning said resolution.”

This was submitted by the Department of Minnesota.

The Committee’s recommendation for rejection is as follows:

The resolution is directed at some Committee Chairmen. The
Committee Chairmen are appointed by the Commander-in-Chief and that
appointment suggests that the Commander-in-Chief has evidence that that
Chairman will conduct the meeting in the best interest of all members.

The Chairman should be left to decide who and in what manner that
non-members of the Committee will be heard. This resolution, if adopted,
permits the proponents of resolutions special privilege not afforded other
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members who are not members of the Committee.

Why should they be heard in Committee and persons who oppose the
resolution not be heard? They may, likewise, be able to answer questions
and testify concerning the resolutions but won’t be heard. That isn't fair. In
any event, almost all the Departments have representation on all
Committees.

| might add that one individual was arguing this resolution or giving us
his ideas on the resolution was not a member of the Committee, and we did
allow him to speak. Since | have been coming to Conventions for about the
last 24 years, | have not heard anyone denied of his or her privilege to speak
in any Committee meeting regardless if they were a member or not.

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: The Chair recognizes Microphone
No. 3.

COMRADE DONALD HEUER (Post 9433 - Minnesota): Thank you,
Commander-in-Chief. In Dallas, Texas, three years ago at the By-Laws
Committee meeting, the Chairman said only Committee members would be
allowed to speak. One of our Departments had nine resolutions in that
Committee.

That Department was not represented on that Committee and,
therefore, those nine resolutions had no one to speak for them. The
following year in the By-Laws Committee meeting, the chairman also stated
that the only people allowed to speak would be those people on the
Committee.

This resolution is designed to ensure that there can be a proponent
allowed to speak on the resolution, for instance. It is not the intent of the
Commander-in-Chief this year, who sent a letter out, as well as
Commanders-in-Chief in the previous years, to the Committee that he
wished they would diligently go through the resolutions and deliberate on
them.

But if the proponent is not allowed to speak, how can the Committee
in good faith make the correct decision? Thank you, Commander.

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: Anything further on the question?
Anything further on the question? Hearing nothing further, we will call for
a vote. All those in favor of adopting Resolution 214 will signify by saying
“aye”; all those opposed “nay”. The motion is defeated.

Resolution No. 215.

The Chair recognizes Microphone No. 3.

COMRADE DONALD HEUER (Post 9433 - Minnesota): | move
adoption of Resolution No. 215.

COMRADE MICHAEL LABOVITCH (Post 1085 - Minnesota): | second
the motion.

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: The motion has been made and
seconded to adopt Resolution 215. | will call for the Chairman to report.

PAST COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF CRAMER: Thank you, Commander.
Delegates to this Convention, Resolution No. 215 reads as follows:

“WHEREAS, resolutions to the By-Laws, Rules, Ritual and Manual of
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Procedure may contain some change in the wording of the By-Laws, Rules,
Ritual or Manual of Procedure already in place; and

“WHEREAS, delegates to the appropriate Convention may not be aware
of the proposed change and why the change is proposed; and

“WHEREAS, the proposed deletions are now designated as to word,
line, sentence, or paragraph, et cetera;

“NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Veterans of Foreign Wars
of the United States, when proposed resolutions to the By-Laws, Rules,
Ritual, or Manual of Procedure of the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the
United States changes the wording of the By-Laws, Rules, Ritual or Manual
of Procedure already in place, the booklet of ‘Proposed Amendments to the
National By-Laws,” should include both the old and the new wording.”

This has been submitted by the Department of Minnesota.

The reason that the Committee recommended rejection of this
resolution, this proposal would not only apply to those changes proposed
by the National By-Laws Review Committee but to amendments proposed
by the Department Conventions. It would be very difficult for those
Departments to get By-Law Amendments into that format.

In any event, the format suggested by this proposal can very often be
more confusing and ambiguous, because members are not sure what is in
and what is out in the proposed amendment. The procedure at least makes
that clear.

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: The Chair recognizes Microphone
No. 3.

COMRADE DONALD HEUER (Post 9433 - Minnesota): Comrade
Commander-in-Chief, | propose the present format does not make it clear.
What is actually taken out, except for a word or a sentence or a paragraph,
those words are not printed out. That is what this resolution is designed to
take care of.

It is not the intent that the proposed resolutions to the By-Laws, that the
whole wording has to be included from the Department’s as the Chairman
indicated. The Departments would write their resolutions the same way as
they have in the past, and the National Organization can print in the words
that are printed into the By-Law Book and the Manual of Procedure and
Ritual.

The thought is that the first time any delegate, and | should not say any
delegate, but most delegates will know what the resolutions are is at the
time they come to the Convention. They will be given the proposed
resolution booklet. This year it is the yellow one.

They will see the resolutions as printed, but they will not have any idea
what the old resolutions are, what the old wording is unless they have the
by-law book in their hand. For the most part, the delegates don’t come here
with the by-laws book with them.

One of the problems is that the by-laws are probably the most
important part of the changes in their organization. All by-law changes
have to come before the Convention floor. It is not so for the Manual of
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Procedure, as you can well attest by the Committee.

The Manual of Procedure today still says that six dollars will be your
delegate fee. It is important for the delegates to know what the by-laws are
and what is going to be changed. | feel that is of vital importance. | certainly
would like to see these Committees attended by more members of this
organization to be informed on what the resolutions actually state.

Unless you are at the Committee meetings, you don’t hear the
resolutions and that has caused a lot of problems on the Convention floor.
That is about all | have to say, Commander. Thank you very much.

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: Thank you. Anything further on the
question? Anything further on the question? Hearing none, we will put it to
a vote. All those in favor of adopting Resolution 215 will signify by saying
“aye”; all those opposed “nay”. The motion is defeated.

There being no further business for this Committee, | will now
discharge the Chairman and his Committee with the thanks of the
Convention for a job well done.

PRESENTATION OF THE J. EDGAR HOOVER AWARD,
GOLD MEDAL AND CITATION

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: Ladies and gentlemen, | am pleased
to present the J. Edgar Hoover Award for outstanding service in the field of
law enforcement to three outstanding Police Officers from the City of
Plantation, Florida: Detective James P. O’Hara, Police Office Joseph A. Alu,
Sr., and Police Officer Robin Massey.

These police officers are truly representative of the dedicated men and
women who serve our communities and the nation in the field of law
enforcement.

On July 25, 1995, Officer Alu was called to a hostage situation at a
residence. Detective O’Hara and Office Massey also responded to the call.
The boyfriend of a mother of three children barricaded himself at the
woman’s residence with a can of gasoline and a machete.

He locked the mother, her three children and himself in the bedroom
and threatened to kill them all. The officers on the scene, Robin Massey,
Jim O’Hara and Joe Alu, got the mother out of the residence and were
talking to her trying to get more information on the situation inside when
one child, an 11-year-old girl, broke free and came running out the front
door screaming, “He’s doing it now.”

All three officers knowing the life-threatening risk involved, entered the
house in an attempt to save the other two children. As they entered the
room, the boyfriend, having already doused the children, girls ages 16 and
14, with gasoline, poured gasoline on Officers O’Hara and Alu and ignited
it resulting in an immediate explosion and fire. The boyfriend and two girls
were killed and the officers were trapped in the room.

Officer Massey managed to kick open the bedroom door from outside
the room, guiding Officer Alu to the outside door. She returned and
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dragged Detective O’Hara by the legs to safety. O’Hara suffered burns
covering 79 percent of his body. He continues to undergo rehabilitation
treatment.

Officer Alu suffered burns over 29 percent of his body. The actions of
O’Hara, Alu and Massey are in keeping with the finest traditions of the
law enforcement profession.

| am honored to present the 1996 VFW ]. Edgar Hoover Award to these
outstanding law enforcement officers. Officer Robin Massey is unable to
attend. However, Jackie Eagle will accept the award on her behalf.
Detective Jim O’Hara has just recently been released from the hospital and
Ken Porio will accept the award on his behalf. Officer Alu is here in person
to accept his award.

“Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States, ]. Edgar Hoover Award,
Gold Medal and Citation, presented to Joseph A. Alu, Sr.

“In special recognition of his outstanding service, professionalism,
bravery and knowledge in the field of law enforcement which has earned
for him the respect of his peers and the admiration of the citizens of
Plantation, Florida.

“In Witness Whereof, we have hereunto set our hands and official seal
of the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States, this 21st day of August,
1996.” This has been approved by the National Council of Administration
and signed by Paul A. Spera, Commander-in-Chief, and Larry W. Rivers,
Adjutant General.

We have duplicate awards for each of the other two recipients. Officer
Alu, congratulations.

Accepting for James O’Hara is his brother and sister-in-law. Accepting
for Robin Massey is her mom.

RESPONSE - OFFICER JOSEPH ALU, SR.

MR. JOSEPH ALU: Well, | am Officer Alu. | would like to thank the
Veterans of Foreign Wars for honoring the three of us with this award. | feel
real close to the Florida Veterans of Foreign Wars and the National Veterans
of Foreign Wars. We did receive the award in Florida also.

Although we don’t wear the same hats, we all do similar type jobs. All
of you are heroes to us because you protect our country and keep us safe.
What we do is to protect the citizens here in the United States. We really
would like to thank you all for honoring us with this award. Thank you.

RESPONSE - MR. KEN PORIO

MR. PORIO: Good morning. | am honored to be here today to accept
this award in behalf of my brother-in-law James O’Hara. | would just like
to say that this is a big honor to us because this award is given by heroes
for a hero. | personally would like to thank you for having me come up
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here. I am honored.

I would just like to say to all of you, you have been a storybook hero to
me, all of you. That is true for all of you men and women. You are heroes
to all of us. | speak on behalf of the generation that | feel has forgotten you.

I would just like to say to my family that when we put out the American
flag it is not a free weekend or a day off, it is not a picnic, it is a
remembrance of all of you, those who have gone before us, and you here
today | want to thank you for everything that you have done for this great
country of ours.

I would ask you to call back to arms not with weapons but in your
voice so we can change laws to stop protecting the criminals and start
protecting the innocent Americans that are victimized day in and day out.
| am going to cut this short, but you guys still have a hell of a lot of fight in
you. | saw it last night. | couldn’t keep up with most of you.

So | ask you to get involved in these laws. Make these politicians
answer to you, because | pray to God that another officer never has to come
up here and deal with this kind of tragedy. I lived with it in the Intensive
Care over eight months watching my brother-in-law.

| would like to thank you very much for inviting me. May God bless
you and God bless America.

RESPONSE - MS. JACKIE EAGLE

MS. EAGLE: | just wanted to say that | am deeply honored and very
proud to accept this award on behalf of my daughter, Officer Robin Eagle
Massey. She regrets she wasn’t able to be here with you today. On her
behalf, | want to thank, you most sincerely for this award.

It is a great honor, a great, great honor. We have always looked up to
the VFW and this award is special because it comes from you. Thank you
very much.

PRESENTATION OF VFW EMERGENCY SERVICES AWARD,
GOLD MEDAL AND CITATION

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: Annually, the Veterans of Foreign
Wars presents its Emergency Services Award to an individual for
outstanding contributions to the community in the field of Emergency
Services.

This year we are pleased to present the VFW Emergency Services Award
to a man who has dedicated his life to serving the community.

Fire Lieutenant Michael Peery began his career as a volunteer fire
fighter in his hometown of Sylvania, Ohio, in 1966. In 1979, he joined the
Ottawa Hills Fire Department and later transferred to the Columbus Fire
Department. Lieutenant Peery’s service to his community and his profession
have always been distinguished.

On November 29, 1984, in the early morning hours, Acting Lieutenant
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Peery responded to a fire alarm at a residence in which children were
believed to be trapped. Entering the building which was totally engulfed in
flames, he searched for a trapped four-year-old child which he found hiding
in one of the bedrooms.

Lieutenant Peery picked up the child and felt his way through the heavy
smoke to a window. With first and second-degree burns to the neck and
ears, he smashed out the window with his helmet and held the child
outside the burning building while other fire fighters placed a ladder at the
window.

Lieutenant Peery gallantly performed an outstanding act which was
clearly beyond the call of duty.

When not on duty he is active in his community, particularly in the
scouting program. Lieutenant Peery’s deeds, dedication and experience in
the field of fire fighting and emergency services over the past 27 years
exemplify the deeds and sacrifices of fire fighters and EMT'’s across the
nation.

Please welcome Fire Lieutenant Michael P. Peery, the 1996 recipient of
the VFW Emergency Services Award winner.

“Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States Emergency Services
Award, Gold Medal and Citation presented to Michael P. Peery.

“In special recognition of his distinguished career spanning 17 years of
exceptional service as a fire fighter in the cities of Ottawa Hills and
Columbus, Ohio, and in sincere appreciation for his selfless and dedicated
service protecting life and property as evidenced by his heroic actions to
enter a building, totally engulfed in flames, to search for an ultimately
rescuing a four-year-old child, thereby, exemplifying the deeds and
sacrifices of fire fighters across the nation.

“In Witness Whereof, we have hereunto set our hands and the official
seal of the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States, this 21st day of
August, 1996.” This has been approved by the National Council of
Administration and signed by Paul A. Spera, Commander-in-Chief, and
Larry W. Rivers, Adjutant General.

Congratulations Lieutenant Peery.

RESPONSE - LIEUTENANT MICHAEL P. PEERY

MR. PEERY: This is a tough act to follow the police officers. Good
morning. Speaking after these three persons, Generals, President and Vice-
President candidates, it is an honor. | feel humble to be up here. To be up
here receiving this fantastic award from the VFW is truly a great moment
in my life. | am contemplating retirement, so perhaps this will be the last
great moment.

First of all, I would like to thank all of you, the great heroes of America.
Last year, | had the occasion to get the State Award from Ohio, and | was
fortunate enough to be presented it on the 50th Anniversary of World War
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II. 1 got a chance there to congratulate and thank all the World War Il
veterans for what they did for the United States.

This is the 51st Anniversary, but thanks again. We wouldn’t be here
without you. | would like to also thank the fire fighters of VFW Post 3426
of Columbus, Ohio. A special thanks to Ron Kaskow, who submitted me
for this award. Without Ron, | wouldn't be up here. Thank you, Ron.

I would like to thank my wife, Esther, my son, Andrew, and daughter
Allison, for being there during the hard times and sharing in the good times.
They are my inspiration. It takes a special wife to be a fire fighter’s wife. She
treats minor injuries, the sprains, the strains and burns, and she did this in
the hospital.

The worst part of being a wife of a fire fighter is listening to the news
when her husband is at work and hearing that a fire fighter is missing,
presumed dead in a fire, and her husband is with the company. After a
while in listening to the news on my duty days, which | can understand and
where other fire fighters can understand, she is a special woman, the wife
of a fire fighter. Thank you, honey.

Fire fighter’s kids are also special. When you work your work shift,
which consists of a 24-hour day, you miss a lot of school activities, sports
events, scouting activities and so forth. It is hard for some of the other kids
to comprehend why your dad is not with you running the final track
meeting of the year or receiving a scout award.

As they say, it goes with the job. The fire fighter’s kids understands that.
My son, Andrew, is 15 and does well in school. He is a Senior Patrol Leader
of his Boy Scout troop of 60 boys, and is working on his last two merit
badges towards his Eagle Scout Award, and he is involved in his high school
cross country. His future plans include applying for the Air Force Academy.
He is a special young man. Thank you, son.

My daughter, Allison, is 14. She, too, does good in school and was a
Girl Scout, until her troop was disbanded, and she runs in cross country and
track for her school. She isn’t certain about her military service at this time,
but I am sure there is something in it. She is a special young lady. Thank
you, Ally.

My sister is also here. She is a retired school teacher from the City of
Toledo, Ohio. I guess | should thank her for not killing me when we were
growing up and for her support through the years. Thank you, Aunt Gail.

| was very fortunate when | was growing up to have had the best father
and mother in the whole world. Through World War Il, my mother was an
air service pilot and also taught future naval pilots ground school. My
father suffered a severe leg injury in high school and was not allowed to
serve in the military.

After high school, he took a civilian job with the government. He also
watched my sister while my mother was at war. | guess he was about 50
years ahead of his time. At the awards ceremony for my mom in 1988, |
didn’t get a chance to say thank you to the program.

Between the time | earned the Columbus Fire Department Medal of
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Honor and the awards ceremony for that medal, my mother and father both
passed away. | never got a chance to thank them. So, thanks mom and dad.
This one is for you. Thank you, VFW, and God bless you and God bless the
USA. Thank you all very much.

INTRODUCTION OF PRESIDENT JAMES L. BRAZEE,
VIETNAM VETERANS OF AMERICA, INC.

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: James L. Brazee, Jr., is the National
President of Vietnam Veterans of America, Inc., the nation’s only
congressionally-chartered organization exclusively dedicated to Vietnam-
era veterans and their families.

Born in California, Brazee was raised in Chicago, lllinois. He graduated
from New Trier Township High School and received his Bachelor of Arts
degree in Government and International Relations from the University of
Notre Dame in 1965.

In 1968, he received a Juris Doctorate degree from Chicago-Kent
College of Law. Following graduation, Brazee joined the U.S. Army and
served in Vietnam in 1972. After completion of his military service, Brazee
moved to Lafayette, Louisiana, where he became a leader in community-
service programs.

He served on the Mayor’s Task Force for Vision Lafayette and was Chair
of the Committee for Services to the Elderly and Chronically
Disadvantaged. In addition, Brazee served as a Judge Advocate for the
Department of Louisiana in the American Legion, from 1986-90, and
taught a course on legal rights at the University of Southwestern Louisiana.

In early 1986, Brazee joined the Lafayette, Louisiana, chapter of
Vietnam Veterans of America, where he served as Chair of the Membership
and President of the Louisiana State Council. In 1989, he was elected Vice-
President of VVA.

Brazee was elected to the office of National President by a three to one
margin at the August, 1991, National Convention in San Francisco,
California, and was re-elected in 1993. Brazee’s 1995 election was for an
unprecedented third term as National President.

Brazee is engaged in the private practice of law and lives with his
family in Lafayette, Louisiana. Please welcome VVA National President,
James Brazee.

ADDRESS - MR. JAMES L. BRAZEE, JR.

COMRADE JAMES BRAZEE: Good morning. | can’t tell you what a
pleasure it is to be here with you today and bring you greetings on behalf
of the Vietnam Veterans of America. As you may know, the Vietnam
Veterans of America is the only congressionally-chartered National Veterans
Organization dealing exclusively with the needs of the Vietnam veterans
and their families.
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The reason | am here is to bring thanks to the VFW, because within the
last few months our two organizations have begun to work together on two
very important issues. By working together, veterans organizations with
veterans organizations, we can accomplish so much more than we can do
individually.

The two programs we are working on, one of those is the still
unanswered question of what happened to our POW-MIA's as a result of the
Vietnam War? Did we leave live Americans behind? If so, what happened
to them? What about accounting for those that are still missing in action?

Recently, the VFW began your POW-MIA initiative. The Vietnam
Veterans of America have their own veterans’ initiative, similar programs
designed to exchange information, veteran to veteran, with our
counterparts in Vietnam, the former enemy soldiers, exchanging
information to help account for the missing from both sides.

The idea behind this program is that maybe, just maybe, we might find
additional information that otherwise wouldn’t be forthcoming. Already we
are meeting with dramatic results. Already we have gathered information
that will hopefully account for Americans who have been unaccounted for
all these years.

We thank the VFW for joining this most important program to help
bring peace to American families who are still waiting for answers after all
these years after the war. The other issue we are working hand in hand with
you on is the issue of birth defects resulting from Agent Orange exposure.

As | know you all know, the National Academy of Science issued its
report and for the very first time they linked birth defects, spina bifida with
Agent Orange exposure. We think in this assembly that is the tip of the
iceberg There are other defects that can be linked to dioxane exposure and
chemical exposure.

By working hand-in-hand, organization with organization, we can
help with the compensation and health care benefits that those children of
veterans and grandchildren of veterans so justly deserve. Our country has
exposed its soldiers, men and women to chemical agents, be it Agent
Orange, dioxane or whatever, can cause adverse effects, not just in those
veterans but in their families, has a responsibility to care for those families.

We, as veteran organizations, have the responsibility to hold our
government to task to do exactly that. While it may be true that we belong
to different organizations, you will find that many of our members are also
VFW members and many of your veterans are also VVA members.

The important thing, and the most important thing, no matter what
organization we belong to, we are all veterans serving veterans. If we work
together, we can accomplish so much more than if we work separately. | am
here to thank you, the Veterans of Foreign Wars, for all the efforts that you
make on behalf of the veterans in this country.

| thank you for working with us and | want to tell you how much we
look forward to working with you in the years ahead. Thank you very much.
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PRESENTATION OF VFW AMERICANISM AWARD
TO MR. JAMES LEE WITT

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: Ladies and gentlemen, beginning in
1959, the Veterans of Foreign Wars has presented the prestigious
Americanism Award to an American who has made outstanding
contributions to our society and the principles of Americanism.

This year’s recipient is James L. Witt, Director of the Federal Emergency
Management Agency. A successful businessman, community leader and
county judge for Yell County, Arkansas, James Lee Witt was appointed by
the President to serve as the Director of FEMA in April, 1993.

Under his direction, FEMA has reorganized into a proactive agency that
provides the leadership and support to reduce the loss of life and property
from all types of hazards through a comprehensive, risk-based emergency
management program of preparedness, response and recovery.

Mr. Witt has reinvigorated FEMA and educated the public in what to do
before, during and after a disaster to protect themselves, their families, their
homes and businesses. Working with and through local governments and
private organizations, FEMA has been instrumental in helping to develop
proven and effective plans for recovery and reconstruction after a disaster.

Mr. Witt brings to FEMA substantial experience in emergency
management, a record of fiscal responsibility and a commitment to assisting
people in times of crisis. His guidance and direction and concern for the
people of this country are in keeping with the highest standards in
principles of Americanism.

Please welcome our 1996 VFW Americanism Award recipient, James
Lee Witt.

“Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States Americanism Award,
Gold Medal and Citation awarded to James Lee Witt, Director of Federal
Emergency Management Agency.

“In sincere appreciation of his distinguished service to the nation and
in special recognition of his reorganization of FEMA into a proactive agency
that provides the leadership and support to reduce the loss of life and
property and protect our American institutions from all types of hazards
through a comprehensive, risk-based emergency program of mitigation,
preparedness, response and recovery. His leadership has reinvigorated
FEMA and educated the public in what to do before, during and after a
disaster to protect themselves, their families, their home and businesses.
His guidance, direction and concern for the people of this land are in
keeping with the highest standards and principles of Americanism.

“In Witness Whereof, we have hereunto set our hands and the official
seal of the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States, this 21st day of
August, 1996.” This has been signed by Paul A. Spera, Commander-in-Chief,
and Larry W. Rivers, Adjutant General.

Along with that award is an honorarium in the amount of $1,500.
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RESPONSE - MR. JAMES LEE WITT

MR. WITT: | want to thank your National Commander for that very
kind introduction. | also want to thank all of you, the VFW organization,
for the Americanism Award. | am deeply honored for the recognition that
you have shown me in the work | have done.

| want you to know that | am so proud that your award bears my name.
| am accepting it on behalf of all the dedicated, hard-working employees of
FEMA and many others across the country at the state and local levels that
work with us every day throughout the year.

The state and local level do so much to help us to promote national
relief in emergency management. Three of your leaders are here and | have
personally worked with them many times. | would like to thank and
acknowledge that work in emergency management every day is at the state
and local level.

They are Billy Ray Cameron from North Carolina, Les Tone of Arkansas
and Tom Atkinson of Conway, Arkansas, and all the others that help support
our disaster relief efforts across our great country in which the VFW
organization has done many times since | have been Director of FEMA.

President Clinton asked me to come to Washington to direct FEMA. He
gave me orders to find swift and more effective ways we could respond to
our nation’s disasters, whether they are man-made or man-caused, or
national disasters. President Clinton and Vice-President Gore understand
that when people are in the worst troubles of their lives they need a
government that will response effectively, swiftly and compassionately.

We know that America needs an emergency management system that
is one that can respond to and help people recover from all kinds of
disasters. We are working hard to build this kind of system in our country,
the most professional and the most compassionate system that we possibly
can build.

It is also working hard to build the capabilities at the state and local
levels as well to help their neighbors when they are in time of need of help.
| think that the most important part of our success has come from the
relationship we have built in the programs we have developed with the
armed forces.

These initiatives have allowed us to help harness the technology in
ways that have never been attempted in the past. | signed a Memorandum
of Understanding with the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff to use the
National Airborne Operation Center for aircraft in certain massive disaster
situations.

Also | signed a corporate agreement with TransCom, the U.S.
Transportation Command, to move our people, our resources anywhere.
That is the highest level of dispatch. This agreement is totally unique.
Nothing has ever been done like this before.

These two agreements involved the U.S. armed forces in disaster relief,
and they are unprecedented at any time in our nation’s history. This last
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week | signed a memorandum with the Civil Air Patrol to help us at the
national, state and local levels.

| also asked our communities and corporations to form partnerships
with the national franchise organizations distributing FEMA material to state
and local restaurants, all across our country to help us be prepared. All of
these issues have one thing in common, they involve Americans working
together to help other Americans at a time of need, involving the highest
form of citizenship there is, giving oneself for another.

Each of you in this room has practiced this form of citizenship, this
unique form of Americanism. The people | work with in Washington and
across the country practice it every single day. My contribution is to join in
these efforts and also build a tax base that Americans can use this system
for generations to come.

Today you honor me and | am deeply grateful for the trust that you have
shown in me. | will do everything | can to not violate that trust, to build
and help you and other organizations to build a better America for our
children and grandchildren for their future. Thank you very much.

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: Ladies and gentlemen, let me bring
you up to date. We have been notified that Vice-President Gore’s plane has
landed. We were waiting for word from them that he is on his way. We
have probably got about 10 or 15 minutes before that happens.

When he gets here, and once he gets here, as we did yesterday, we will
go and get him and all those things. We have a little bit of time. What |
would like to do at this time is move this program along a little bit and go
back to some of our business.

| am going to call on the Chairman of the Committee on National
Security and Foreign Affairs, Past Commander-in-Chief Gunner Kent, to at
least to begin the report of his Committee. When we get to where we need
to stop, we will do it at that time and pick it up again later.

Past Commander-in-Chief Kent.

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON NATIONAL SECURITY
AND FOREIGN AFFAIRS

PAST COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF KENT: Commander-in-Chief, thank
you for appointing me as Chairman of the Committee on National Security
and Foreign Affairs. | would like to thank Vice-Chairman, R. D. “Bulldog”
Smith and also Chairman of the Subcommittee on POW-MIA, Billy Ray
Cameron from North Carolina, and the Vice-Chairman of the POW-MIA
Committee, Bob Wallace from New Jersey.

| would like to also thank all of the comrades that have served on the
Committee. | do know one thing, we had more Catholics on that
Committee than we had anything else, because the Father got up and spoke
on one of the resolutions, and we had a roll call and it was 53 to 43, so |
know we had more Catholics than we did anything else.

At this time | would like to have the Chairman of the POW-MIA
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Committee to report on his Committee.
REPORT OF POW-MIA SUBCOMMITTEE

PAST COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF CAMERON: Thank you very much,
Gunner. It is indeed a pleasure to be here this morning to report on the
POW-MIA Committee. First of all, | would like to thank our Commander-
in-Chief Paul Spera for attending our meeting and making some remarks,
which I think helped the Committee along.

Also Jim Nier, the Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief, and John Moon, a
special thanks for also coming by our Committee. Before | start into my
resolutions report, | would like to say once again the Veterans of Foreign
Wars and its Ladies Auxiliary is totally committed to resolving the POW-
MIA issue.

| have heard that the POW-MIA Committee is going to be dissolved in
the future. That is a total rumor. The Senior Vice and Junior Vice assured
me we are going to continue with the Committee and the Veterans of
Foreign Wars is totally committed to resolving the issue.

First of all, our Committee met, and would our Committee members
please stand. That is anyone that is on the POW-MIA Committee, please
stand. There are several in the audience. | would like to say a special thank
you to our Past Commander-in-Chief Bob Wallace who served as the Vice-
Chairman. Bob, as usual, does a good job and we are appreciative.

First of all, I will move through the resolutions that were approved in
our entire Committee, and then | will move for those and ask for a second.

Our first resolution that was approved by the Committee is Resolution
401, Support Public Awareness Projects. There were amendments just for
clarification.

Our second resolution that was approved was Resolution 402, Seek
Opportunity to Resolve the Korean War POW Issue. That was amended,
once again, for clarification.

Resolution 418, Assist Vietham’s Recovery of MIA's as a Sign of Our
Good Faith. Once again, that was amended for clarification and it was
approved.

Resolution No. 424, Americans Who are Prisoners of War or Missing
in Action, was amended once again for clarification.

Also Resolution 435, VFW Supports Kuwait Approved Demand Full
Accounting of its MIA's was approved.

So at this time those are the ones that were approved by the Committee.
I will move that those be approved and ask for a second.

PAST COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF BOB WALLACE (Post 1951 - New
Jersey): | second the motion.

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: The motion has been made and
seconded to accept the recommendations of the Committee on approving
these resolutions. Anything on the question? Anything on the question?

The Chair recognizes Microphone No. 2.
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COMRADE M. G. DeBURLO (Post 5988 - Massachusetts): Comrade
Commander-in-Chief, would you please read those resolution numbers
again?

PAST COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF CAMERON: The Committee
recommends approval of 401, 402, 418, 424 and 435.

COMRADE M. G. DeBURLO (Post 5988 - Massachusetts): Thank you.
Commander-in-Chief, | move that 418 be set aside.

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: We are going to set aside 418. Are
there any other set asides? Are there any other set asides? If there are no
other set asides, we have a motion to adopt the remaining resolutions read
off by the Chairman. All those in favor will say “aye”; all those opposed
“nay”. The “ayes” have it. Those motions have been passed and the other
resolution has been set aside.

At this time we have been informed that the Vice-President’s motorcade
is on its way. We are going to do whatever it is we need to do to get ready.
| would like the Chairman to step aside for now.

We will have a recess in place for a few minutes.

...Recess. ...

SENIOR VICE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF NIER: We proudly welcome
the Vice-President of the United States, Al Gore, accompanied by Secretary
of Veterans Affairs, Jesse Brown, Deputy Secretary Hershel W. Gober, and
Commander-in-Chief Paul Spera. Let’s give them a warm welcome.

INTRODUCTION OF VICE-PRESIDENT AL GORE, JR.

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPERA: Ladies and gentlemen, it is indeed a
pleasure for me to introduce the 45th Vice-President of the United States,
Al Gore. He brings to his office almost two decades of distinguished public
service in the United States Congress.

Vice-President Gore heads the National Pe