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Honoring the life and legacy of Reverend Richard Smallwood, a world-class
composer, pianist, and arranger.

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES

JANUARY 15, 2026

Mr. WARNOCK (for himself and Mr. SCOTT of South Carolina) submitted the
following resolution; which was considered and agreed to

RESOLUTION

Honoring the life and legacy of Reverend Richard Smallwood,

a world-class composer, pianist, and arranger.

Whereas Reverend Richard Smallwood was born on Novem-
ber 30, 1948, in Atlanta, Georgia;

Whereas Reverend Smallwood was musically gifted from a
young age, began playing the piano by ear at age 5, for-
mally trained at age 7, and formed his first choir at age
11;

Whereas Reverend Smallwood graduated from Howard Uni-
versity cum laude with degrees in classical vocal perform-
ance and piano and co-founded the Celestials, the univer-

sity’s first gospel choir;

Whereas, after college, Reverend Smallwood taught music at

the University of Maryland, at the Washington School of



2

Musie, and for the Distriect of Columbia Public School

System;

Whereas Reverend Smallwood released his first album in
1974, entitled, “Look Up and ILive,” and his second
album in 1976, entitled, “Give Us Peace’’;

Whereas, in 1977, the Richard Smallwood Singers were
formed and brought a contemporary sound to gospel

music;

Whereas, in 1982, the Richard Smallwood Singers’ self-titled
album was on Billboard magazine’s chart for top gospel

albums for 87 weeks;

Whereas, in 1984, the album ‘“Psalms” by the Richard
Smallwood Singers topped the gospel albums chart and
earned the group their first Grammy nomination for Best
Soul Gospel Performance by a Duo or Group;

Whereas, in 1996, the album ‘“Adoration: Live in Atlanta”

)

was released and featured ‘“Total Praise,” which became
one of Reverend Smallwood’s signature compositions and

defined his career;

Whereas Reverend Smallwood is also known for his song “I
Love the Lord,” which was sung by Whitney Houston
and debuted in the 1996 movie “The Preacher’s Wife;

Whereas Reverend Smallwood is also known for the songs
“Center of My Joy,” “My Everything,” and “I Will Sing

Praises”;

Whereas many of Reverend Smallwood’s songs were recorded
and performed by other artists, notably Stevie Wonder,
Whitney Houston, Destiny’s Child, Yolanda Adams,
Karen Clark Sheard, Edwin Hawkins, Chaka Kahn, Kelly
Price, Ledisi, Gerald ILevert, Reuben Studdard, and
Aretha Franklin;
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Whereas Reverend Smallwood was nominated for 8 Grammy
Awards and received 3 Dove Awards from the Gospel

Musie Association;

Whereas, on separate occasions, Reverend Smallwood per-
formed for former President Richard Nixon, former
President Ronald Reagan, and former President William

Clinton;

Whereas Reverend Smallwood was ordained as a minister at
the District of Columbia’s historic Metropolitan Baptist
Church in 2004, the same year he completed his Master

of Divinity degree at Howard University;

Whereas Reverend Smallwood served as an artist-in-residence
at Metropolitan Baptist Church, following his ordination

and throughout his ministry;

Whereas, in 2006, Reverend Smallwood was inducted into the

Gospel Music Hall of Fame;

Whereas, in November 2019, Reverend Smallwood released a
book entitled, “Total Praise: The Autobiography of Rich-

ard Smallwood”’;

Whereas, in 2024, the National Symphony Orchestra held a
2-day celebration of his 75th birthday at the Kennedy

Center;

Whereas Reverend Smallwood’s musical virtuoso continues to
inspire listeners and is rooted deeply in faith-based wor-
ship that blends classical gospel music with themes of
hope, healing, and resilience, teaching believers to find

strength in God during times of suffering;

Whereas Reverend Smallwood’s iconic song entitled, “Total
Praise” has become a universal hymn of surrender and

divine support, reflecting the rich layers of the Black
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spiritual experience and steadfast belief that will continue

to inspire listeners for generations to come; and

Whereas Reverend Smallwood left a lasting legacy in the

music industry, rooted in faith and triumph: Now, there-

fore, be 1t

1 Resolved, That the Senate—

2 (1) mourns the passing of the legendary gospel
3 extraordinaire Reverend Richard Smallwood;

4 (2) honors the life and legacy of Reverend Rich-
5 ard Smallwood and his contributions to the United
6 States of America; and

7 (3) respectfully requests that the Secretary of
8 the Senate transmit an enrolled copy of this resolu-
9 tion to—
10 (A) the family of Reverend Richard
11 Smallwood;
12 (B) Howard University; and
13 (C) the Metropolitan Baptist Church of the
14 Distriet of Columbia.

O

*SRES 584 ATS




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue true
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck true
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly true
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError false
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier (CGATS TR 001)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <>
    /CHT <>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV <>
    /HUN <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF che devono essere conformi o verificati in base a PDF/X-1a:2001, uno standard ISO per lo scambio di contenuto grafico. Per ulteriori informazioni sulla creazione di documenti PDF compatibili con PDF/X-1a, consultare la Guida dell'utente di Acrobat. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 4.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die moeten worden gecontroleerd of moeten voldoen aan PDF/X-1a:2001, een ISO-standaard voor het uitwisselen van grafische gegevens. Raadpleeg de gebruikershandleiding van Acrobat voor meer informatie over het maken van PDF-documenten die compatibel zijn met PDF/X-1a. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 4.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents that are to be checked or must conform to PDF/X-1a:2001, an ISO standard for graphic content exchange.  For more information on creating PDF/X-1a compliant PDF documents, please refer to the Acrobat User Guide.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 4.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /HighResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


		Superintendent of Documents
	2026-01-21T02:46:44-0500
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




