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Calendar No. 526

To establish a national plan to coordinate research on epilepsy, and for
other purposes.

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES

FEBRUARY 10, 2025

Mr. ScomirT (for himself, Ms. KLoBUCHAR, Mr. BoozMAN, Ms. HAssAN, Mr.
HusTteED, Mr. MARKEY, Mr. BOOKER, Ms. ERNST, Mr. PADILLA, Mrs.
Cariro, Mrs. SHAHEEN, Mr. CooNs, Mr. WARNOCK, Mr. KAINE, Mr.
WARNER, Ms. ALSOBROOKS, Mr. HEINRICH, Mr. SCHIFF, Mrs. GILLI-
BRAND, Ms. Corpnins, Mr. JustTick, Ms. BLUNT ROCIESTER, Ms.
DuckwortH, Mr. KENNEDY, Mr. MARSHALL, Mr. DURBIN, Ms. ROSEN,
and Mr. BENNET) introduced the following bill; which was read twice and
referred to the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions

JULY 28, 2026
Reported by Mr. CASSIDY, with an amendment

[Strike out all after the enacting clause and insert the part printed in italic]

A BILL

To establish a national plan to coordinate research on

epilepsy, and for other purposes.

1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-

2 twes of the Unated States of America in Congress assembled,



1 SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.
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fepse et

1 Eptepsy 18 a brain disorder that eanses re-
paeteds

3) In approximately half of alt eases of epi-
known:

) EpHepsy 15 o speettrn diserse eotprised of
epilepsies: There arve many different types of sei-

6) Individuals with epHepsy have & S-times
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are uhnable to works

SEG: 3: ESTABEISHING A NATIONAL PEAN FOR EPILEPSY-

Nettotat Planry; to prevent; diagnose; treat; and
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B)
to the degree possible; to mtegrate and mform
the olobal misston to prevent; diaghose; treat;
and enre epHepsy; and

earry ott

2 a deseription of the steps that have beers
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shalt be comprised of—
ton;
stty of eptlepsy; teludine—
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e with a different type of epepsy;
eare providers suppeorted by a relevant pro-
Connetl shall eonvene a meeting of Federal and
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9
ey elinritate aecess to eate dispart-
Sevii) reduce the finaneind mnpaet of
“ex) an evaluation of the implementa-
tion of the National Plan and its out-

comes:



10
1 ey Aveal REpores—The Seeretary shall anna-
4 H epiepsy researel; prevention; diagnests; treat-
6 cotttnttv-hased  procvams, ard the onteormes of
7 steh efforts;
8 L2 recommendations for—
11 whder stubseetion by and the recommendations

13 sory Conneil ander subseetion teH4):
14 B} priovity actions to mprove all feder-
16 tiot dinenosis: treatment; elintenl eaves and in-

17 stitational; home-; and community-based pro-
18 ot e

19 ) implementation steps to address pri-
21 atd B} and

22 =05 w desertption of the prooress tade et
23 ryine out the Nattonal Plan:

25 partment of Health and Human Sersiees and ontside of
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seetot (b
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.
This Act may be cited as the “National Plan for Epi-
lepsy Act”.
SEC. 2. REVIEW TO IMPROVE EPILEPSY PROGRAMS, RE-

SEARCH, PREVENTION, AND CARE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Health and
Human Services (referred to in this section as the “Sec-
retary”) shall review and, as necessary and appropriate,
provide recommendations to Congress regarding, and up-
date existing Federal programs, activities, and strategic
plans related to, epilepsy research, prevention, early identi-
fication, diagnosis, and treatment for purposes of identi-
Jying and addressing knowledge gaps and improving health
outcomes related to epilepsy.

(b) CONTENT.—The review under subsection (a) shall
melude—

(1) a review of findings from evidence-based re-
search on epilepsy, the status of ongoing, federally-

Junded research on epilepsy, knowledge gaps related to
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epilepsy, and disparities n  populations with epi-

lepsy;

(2) a review of Federal programs related to epi-

lepsy research, prevention, early identification, diag-

nosis, and treatment, which shall nclude consider-

ation of—

*S 494 RS

(A4) gaps in, and opportunities for, coordi-
nation among such programs;

(B) opportunities to inform global efforts to
prevent, diagnose, treat, and cure epilepsy, as
appropriate;

(C) near- and long-term goals of such pro-
grams to awmprove research, prevention, early
wdentification, diagnosis, and treatment of epi-
lepsy; and

(D) the level of Federal investment in pre-
venting, diagnosing, treating, and curing epi-
lepsy;

(3) consideration of opportunities to—

(A) improve collaboration between Federal
agencies and relevant stakeholders to address
gaps in programs, research, and services;

(B) eliminate knowledge gaps in research on

epilepsy, including a review of the impact of epi-
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lepsy on the health and well-being of individuals

with epilepsy and their caregivers;

(C) improve early diagnosis and coordina-
twon of the care and treatment of individuals
with epilepsy;

(D) better prevent sudden unexpected death
m epilepsy and other epilepsy-related mortali-
ties;

(E) improve surveillance of epilepsy; and

(F) support the development of new treat-
ments, strategies, and other approaches to pre-
vent, diagnose, treat, and cure epilepsy or to en-
hance functioning and improve quality of life for
mdwiduals with epilepsy and their caregivers;
and
(4) a review of current public health strategies,

and consideration of additional evidence-based strate-

gies, related to epilepsy.

(¢c) EXTERNAL INPUT.—To inform the review under
subsection (a), the Secretary shall regularly convene and
solicit input from other Federal agencies, as appropriate,
and relevant stakeholders, including patient advocates and
non-Federal subject matter experts.

(d) REPORT.—Not later than 2 years after the date

of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary shall submit to
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the Commattee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions
of the Senate and the Committee on Energy and Commerce
of the House of Representatives a report on the findings
of the review conducted under subsection (a), including—

(1) a description of steps the Secretary took to
solicit stakeholder input pursuant to subsection (c)
and a summary of feedback receiwved from, and needs
wdentified by, such stakeholders;

(2) recommendations to improve coordination
and support of Federal programs in order to better
support people with epilepsy, epilepsy research, and
data collection, and proposals for vmplementation of
such recommendations, as appropriate; and

(3) any changes to Federal programs, activities,
or strategic plans recommended by the Secretary
based on the review, and any statutory or other bar-

riers that impede implementation of such changes.
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