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To amend title 49, United States Code, to raise the retirement age for
pilots engaged in commercial aviation operations, and for other purposes.

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES

APrIL 30, 2026
Mr. GRATIAM (for himself and Mr. KELLY) introduced the following bill; which
was read twice and referred to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation

A BILL

To amend title 49, United States Code, to raise the retire-
ment age for pilots engaged in commercial aviation oper-
ations, and for other purposes.

1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the “Liet Experienced Pilots

Fly Act”.

SEC. 2. INCREASED RETIREMENT AGE FOR PILOTS.

Section 44729 of title 49, United States Code, is
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amended to read as follows:
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“§44729. Age standards for pilots

“(a) IN GENERAL.—A pilot may serve in multicrew
covered operations described in subsection (b)(1) until at-
taining 67 years of age. Air carriers that employ pilots
who serve in covered operations described in subsection
(b)(2) may elect to implement an age restriction to pro-
hibit employed pilots from serving in such covered oper-
ations after attaining 70 years of age by delivering written
notice to the Administrator of the Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration. Such election—

“(1) shall take effect 1 year after the date of
delivery of written notice of the election; and

“(2) may not be terminated after the date on
which such election takes effect by the air carrier.

“(b) COVERED OPERATIONS DEFINED.—In this sec-
tion, the term ‘covered operations’ means operations—

“(1) under part 121 of title 14, Code of Fed-
eral Regulations, unless the operation takes place

In—

“(A) the territorial airspace of a foreign
country where such operations are prohibited by
the foreign country; or

“(B) international airspace where such op-
erations are not in compliance with the Annexes
to the Convention on International Civil Avia-
tion; or
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“(2) by a person that—

“(A) holds an air carrier certificate issued
pursuant to part 119 of title 14, Code of Fed-
eral Regulations, to conduct operations under
part 135 of such title;

“(B) holds management specifications
under subpart K of title 91 of title 14, Code of
Federal Regulations; and

“(C) performed an aggregate total of at
least 75,000 turbojet operations in calendar

vear 2019 or any subsequent year.

“(¢) REGULATIONS.—On and after the date of enact-
ment of the Let Experienced Pilots Fly Act, subsections
(d) and (e) of section 121.383 of title 14, Code of Federal
Regulations, shall be deemed to have been amended to in-
crease the age listed in such subsections to 67 years of
age.

“(d) APPLICABILITY.—

“(1) NONRETROACTIVITY.—No person who has
attained 65 years of age before the date of enact-
ment of the Let Experienced Pilots Fly Act may
serve as a pilot for an air carrier engaged in covered
operations unless—

“(A) such person is in the employment of

that air carrier in such operations on such date
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of enactment as a required flight deck crew
member; or

“(B) such person is newly hired by an air
carrier as a pilot on or after such date of enact-
ment without credit for prior seniority or prior
longevity for benefits or other terms related to
length of service prior to the date of rehire
under any labor agreement or employment poli-
cles of the air carrier.

“(2) PROTECTION FOR COMPLIANCE.—An ac-
tion taken in conformance with this section, taken in
conformance with a regulation issued to carry out
this section, or taken prior to the date of enactment
of the Let Experienced Pilots Fly Act in conform-
ance with subsection (d) or (e) of section 121.383 of
title 14, Code of Federal Regulations (as in effect
before such date), may not serve as a basis for labil-
ity or relief in a proceeding, brought under any em-
ployment law or regulation, before any court or
agency of the United States or of any State or local-
ity.

“(e) AMENDMENTS TO LABOR AGREEMENTS AND

Any amendment to a labor agreement

24 or benefit plan of an air carrier that is required to conform

25 with the requirements of this section or a regulation issued
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to carry out this section, and is applicable to pilots rep-
resented for collective bargaining, shall be made by agree-
ment of the air carrier and the designated bargaining rep-

resentative of the pilots of the air carrier.

“(f) MEDICAL STANDARDS AND RECORDS.
“(1) MEDICAL EXAMINATIONS AND STAND-

ARDS.—Except as provided by paragraph (2), a per-

son serving as a pilot for an air carrier engaged in
covered operations shall not be subject to different
medical standards, or different, greater, or more fre-
quent medical examinations, on account of age un-
less the Administrator of the Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration determines (based on data received or
studies published after the date of enactment of the
Let Experienced Pilots Fly Act) that different med-
ical standards, or different, greater, or more fre-
quent medical examinations, are needed to ensure an
adequate level of safety in flight.

“(2) DURATION OF FIRST-CLASS MEDICAL CER-
TIFICATE.—No person who has attained 60 years of
age may serve as a pilot of an air carrier engaged
in covered operations unless the person has a first-
class medical certificate. Such a certificate shall ex-
pire on the last day of the 6-month period following

the date of examination shown on the certificate.
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1 “(2) SAFETY TRAINING.—Each air carrier engaged
2 1in covered operations shall continue to use pilot training
3 and qualification programs approved by the Federal Avia-

4 tion Administration.”.

oS 4452 IS




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue true
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck true
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly true
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError false
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier (CGATS TR 001)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <>
    /CHT <>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV <>
    /HUN <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF che devono essere conformi o verificati in base a PDF/X-1a:2001, uno standard ISO per lo scambio di contenuto grafico. Per ulteriori informazioni sulla creazione di documenti PDF compatibili con PDF/X-1a, consultare la Guida dell'utente di Acrobat. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 4.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die moeten worden gecontroleerd of moeten voldoen aan PDF/X-1a:2001, een ISO-standaard voor het uitwisselen van grafische gegevens. Raadpleeg de gebruikershandleiding van Acrobat voor meer informatie over het maken van PDF-documenten die compatibel zijn met PDF/X-1a. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 4.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents that are to be checked or must conform to PDF/X-1a:2001, an ISO standard for graphic content exchange.  For more information on creating PDF/X-1a compliant PDF documents, please refer to the Acrobat User Guide.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 4.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /HighResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


		Superintendent of Documents
	2026-05-06T22:14:58-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




