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To direct the Secretary of Commerce to establish a task force regarding
shark depredation, and for other purposes.

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES

JULy 16, 2025
Mr. ScorT of Florida (for himself and Mr. SCHATZ) introduced the following
bill; which was read twice and referred to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation
Marcr 4, 2026

Reported by Mr. CrRUZ, without amendment

A BILL

To direct the Secretary of Commerce to establish a task

force regarding shark depredation, and for other purposes.

1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
2 twes of the United States of America in Congress assembled,
3 SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

4 This Act may be cited as the “Supporting the Health
5

of Aquatic systems through Research Knowledge and En-
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I hanced Dialogue Act of 2025”7 or the “SIHHARKED Act

2 of 20257,

3 SEC. 2. SHARK DEPREDATION TASK FORCE AND RESEARCH
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PROJECTS.

(a) SHARK DEPREDATION TASK FORCE.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Commerce

shall establish a task force (referred to in this sub-

section as the “task force”) to identify and address

critical needs with respect to shark depredation.

(2)

MEeEMBERSIIIP.—The Secretary of Com-

merce shall appoint individuals to the task force, in-

cluding—

*S 2314 RS

(A) 1 representative from—

(i) each Regional Fishery Manage-
ment Council established under section
302(a)(1) of the Magnuson-Stevens Fish-
ery Conservation and Management Act (16
U.S.C. 1852(a)(1));

(i1) each Marine Fisheries Commis-
sion, as such term is defined in section 3
of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Con-
servation and Management Act (16 U.S.C.
1802);

(iii) the fish and wildlife agency of a

coastal State from each Regional Fishery
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Management Council established under
section 302(a)(1) of the Magnuson-Stevens
Fishery Conservation and Management Act
(16 U.S.C. 1852(a)(1)); and
(iv) the National Marine Kisheries
Service;
(B) an individual with expertise in the
management of highly migratory species;
(C) a researcher with expertise in shark
management and behavior; and
(D) a researcher with expertise in shark
ecology.
(3) RESPONSIBILITIES.—The task force shall—
(A) develop ways to improve coordination
and communication across the fisheries man-
agement community and shark research com-
munity to address shark depredation;
(B) identify research priorities and funding
opportunities for such priorities, including—
(1) identifying shark species involved
In interactions;
(11) shark stock assessments;
(i11) how sharks become habituated to
humans and thus lead to more interactions

between sharks and humans;
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(iv) how angler behavior and fishery
regulatory frameworks may influence shark
interactions;

(v) techniques and strategies to re-
duce harmful interactions between sharks
and humans, including the development
and use of non-lethal deterrents;

(vi) the role of healthy shark popu-
lations in the ocean food web; and

(vil) climate change impacts on shift-
ing shark populations, prey, and shark be-
havior;

(C) develop recommended management

strategies to address shark depredation; and

(D) coordinate the development and dis-

tribution of educational materials to help the

fishing community minimize shark interactions,

including through changed angler behavior and

expectations.

(4) REPORT.—Not later than 2 years after the

date of enactment of this section, and every 2 years

thereafter until the termination of the task force in

accordance with paragraph (5), the task force shall

submit to Congress a report regarding the findings

of the task force.
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1 (5) SUNSET.—The task force shall terminate
2 not later than 7 years after the date on which the
3 Secretary of Commerce establishes the task force.

4 (6) COASTAL STATE DEFINED.—In this sub-
5 section, the term “‘coastal State’’—

6 (A) means a State of the United States in,
7 or bordering on, the Atlantic Ocean, Pacific
8 Ocean, Arctic Ocean, Gulf of Mexico, or Long
9 Island Sound; and

10 (B) includes Puerto Rico, the Virgin Is-
11 lands of the United States, Guam, the Com-
12 monwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands,
13 and American Samoa.

14 (b) SHARK DEPREDATION RESEARCH PROJECTS.

15 Section 318(¢) of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Con-
16 servation and Management Act (16 U.S.C. 1867(c)) is

17 amended by adding at the end the following:

18 “(6) Projects to better understand shark depre-
19 dation, including identifying what causes increases
20 in shark depredation and determining how to best
21 address shark depredation.”.

22 (¢) EFFECT.—Nothing in this section shall be con-

23 strued to affect the authority and responsibility of the Sec-
24 retary of Commerce in carrying out the Endangered Spe-

25 cies Act of 1973 (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.) or the Magnu-
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I son-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act

2 (16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.).

*S 2314 RS






Calendar No. 349

11910 CONGRESS
2D SESSION mo Nw ~ h

[Report No. 119-114]

A BILL

To direct the Secretary of Commerce to establish a
task force regarding shark depredation, and for
other purposes.

MarcH 4, 2026

Reported without amendment




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue true
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck true
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly true
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError false
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier (CGATS TR 001)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <>
    /CHT <>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV <>
    /HUN <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF che devono essere conformi o verificati in base a PDF/X-1a:2001, uno standard ISO per lo scambio di contenuto grafico. Per ulteriori informazioni sulla creazione di documenti PDF compatibili con PDF/X-1a, consultare la Guida dell'utente di Acrobat. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 4.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die moeten worden gecontroleerd of moeten voldoen aan PDF/X-1a:2001, een ISO-standaard voor het uitwisselen van grafische gegevens. Raadpleeg de gebruikershandleiding van Acrobat voor meer informatie over het maken van PDF-documenten die compatibel zijn met PDF/X-1a. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 4.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents that are to be checked or must conform to PDF/X-1a:2001, an ISO standard for graphic content exchange.  For more information on creating PDF/X-1a compliant PDF documents, please refer to the Acrobat User Guide.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 4.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /HighResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


		Superintendent of Documents
	2026-03-05T22:40:34-0500
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




