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119TH CONGRESS 
2D SESSION H. R. 8575 

To strengthen the public-private partnerships and policy efforts of the Depart-

ment of State to advance women’s economic security in South and 

Central Asia, and for other purposes. 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

APRIL 29, 2026 

Ms. JOHNSON of Texas introduced the following bill; which was referred to 

the Committee on Foreign Affairs 

A BILL 
To strengthen the public-private partnerships and policy ef-

forts of the Department of State to advance women’s 

economic security in South and Central Asia, and for 

other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-1

tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 2

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 3

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Enhancing Mobiliza-4

tion of Public-Private Organizations for Women’s Eco-5

nomic Rights Act’’ or the ‘‘EMPOWER Act’’. 6

SEC. 2. FINDINGS. 7

Congress finds the following: 8
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(1) Women’s full and unfettered political, eco-1

nomic, and social participation is vital to realizing 2

universal human rights, global prosperity, peace, and 3

security. 4

(2) Women’s labor force participation, asset 5

ownership, and economic security are development 6

multipliers, promoting family financial resilience, 7

community health and development, children’s edu-8

cational attainment, and poverty reduction, among 9

other development gains across South and Central 10

Asia. 11

(3) Women’s economic participation and oppor-12

tunity, educational attainment, health and survival, 13

and political empowerment are directly proportional 14

to countries’ economic competitiveness. 15

(4) Women make up about 33 percent of South 16

Asia’s labor force, among the lowest female labor 17

force participation rates in the world, yet gender 18

parity in employment could increase South Asia’s 19

Gross Domestic Product by between 19 to 58 per-20

cent. 21

(5) While the percentage varies across the five 22

Central Asian states, Tajikistan and Uzbekistan also 23

have some of the lowest female labor force participa-24
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tion rates in the world, at 29.6 percent and 35.9 1

percent, respectively. 2

(6) The Women’s Councils are consortia of pub-3

lic-private partnerships between the Department of 4

State and United States and South Asian busi-5

nesses, civil society, and universities, to matchmake 6

technology, networks, expertise, and resources of our 7

corporate and civil society members to create more 8

impact together than any entity could alone. 9

(7) The Women’s Councils implement President 10

Trump’s Presidential Memorandum on Promoting 11

Women’s Global Development and Prosperity and 12

the bipartisan Women, Peace, and Security Act of 13

2017. 14

(8) The Women’s Councils accelerate women’s 15

economic empowerment in South and Central Asian 16

countries, growing economies and advancing stability 17

and prosperity for all, at no cost to American tax-18

payers. 19

SEC. 3. STATEMENT OF POLICY. 20

It is the policy of the United States to promote wom-21

en’s economic security and advancement, including in 22

South and Central Asia, as an integral part of the broader 23

conduct of United States foreign policy in the region. 24
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SEC. 4. WOMEN’S COUNCILS AND PUBLIC-PRIVATE PART-1

NERSHIPS ADVANCING WOMEN’S ECONOMIC 2

SECURITY IN SOUTH AND CENTRAL ASIA. 3

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of State shall 4

maintain and seek to expand existing women’s councils 5

and other public-private partnerships that— 6

(1) forge ties between the United States and 7

countries in South and Central Asia, by catalyzing 8

commitments from the private sector, civil society, 9

and academia; and 10

(2) advance women’s employment, entrepre-11

neurship and access to education, such as the 12

United States-Pakistan Women’s Council, the 13

United States-India Alliance for Women’s Economic 14

Empowerment, and the Alliance for Afghan Wom-15

en’s Economic Resilience. 16

(b) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of Con-17

gress that the activities authorized under subsection (a) 18

should support— 19

(1) women’s financial inclusion and access; 20

(2) women’s access to mentorship; 21

(3) women’s asset ownership; 22

(4) incubation and scaling of women-owned 23

startups and small and medium enterprises; 24

(5) access to procurement opportunities by 25

women entrepreneurs; 26
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(6) career-enhancing educational opportunities; 1

(7) women in science, technology, engineering, 2

the arts and mathematics; 3

(8) the care economy; and 4

(9) addressing legal and social barriers to wom-5

en’s economic empowerment. 6

(c) LOCATION.—Activities authorized under this sec-7

tion may be conducted in the United States, in countries 8

in South and Central Asia, or in third countries. 9

SEC. 5. ESTABLISHMENT OF UNIT. 10

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of State shall es-11

tablish within the Bureau of South and Central Asian Af-12

fairs a Unit responsible for overseeing the public-private 13

partnerships described in section 4(a). Such Unit shall be 14

led by a Special Advisor for Women’s Economic Security, 15

who shall report to the Assistant Secretary of State for 16

South and Central Asia. 17

(b) SPECIAL ADVISOR.—The Special Advisor for 18

Women’s Economic Security shall— 19

(1) be appointed by the Secretary of State, in-20

cluding from among existing officials or employees of 21

the Department of State to serve as the Special Ad-22

visor in addition to that official or employee’s exist-23

ing role; and 24

(2) have the rank and status of Ambassador. 25
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(c) DESIGNATED POINT OF CONTACT.—Each United 1

States diplomatic and consular post the Special Advisor 2

determines relevant shall designate a point of contact from 3

among the personnel of such post, whose duties shall in-4

clude identifying and tracking relevant private sector com-5

mitments with respect to the public-private partnerships 6

overseen by the Unit established under subsection (a). 7

SEC. 6. REPORT. 8

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after the 9

date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of State 10

shall submit to the appropriate congressional committees 11

a report that includes— 12

(1) a description of the steps taken to imple-13

ment this Act, including allocated personnel and 14

funding; 15

(2) the status of the commitments and partner-16

ships described in section 4(a); and 17

(3) economic data on the impact of work of the 18

Unit authorized by section 5. 19

(b) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMITTEES 20

DEFINED.—In this section, the term ‘‘appropriate con-21

gressional committees’’ means the following: 22

(1) The Committee on Foreign Affairs of the 23

House of Representatives. 24
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(2) The Committee on Foreign Relations of the 1

Senate. 2

Æ 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 18:31 May 04, 2026 Jkt 069200 PO 00000 Frm 00007 Fmt 6652 Sfmt 6301 E:\BILLS\H8575.IH H8575kj
oh

ns
on

 o
n 

D
S

K
7Z

C
Z

B
W

3P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 $
$_

JO
B



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue true
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck true
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly true
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError false
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier (CGATS TR 001)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <>
    /CHT <>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV <>
    /HUN <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF che devono essere conformi o verificati in base a PDF/X-1a:2001, uno standard ISO per lo scambio di contenuto grafico. Per ulteriori informazioni sulla creazione di documenti PDF compatibili con PDF/X-1a, consultare la Guida dell'utente di Acrobat. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 4.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die moeten worden gecontroleerd of moeten voldoen aan PDF/X-1a:2001, een ISO-standaard voor het uitwisselen van grafische gegevens. Raadpleeg de gebruikershandleiding van Acrobat voor meer informatie over het maken van PDF-documenten die compatibel zijn met PDF/X-1a. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 4.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents that are to be checked or must conform to PDF/X-1a:2001, an ISO standard for graphic content exchange.  For more information on creating PDF/X-1a compliant PDF documents, please refer to the Acrobat User Guide.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 4.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /HighResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


		Superintendent of Documents
	2026-05-07T05:09:47-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




