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To amend title 38, United States Code, to provide for an additional 36
months of entitlement to educational assistance for individuals who serve
20 or more years in the Armed Forces, and for other purposes.

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
MaRCH 12, 2026

Mrs. KIGGANS of Virginia introduced the following bill; which was referred to
the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs

A BILL

To amend title 38, United States Code, to provide for an
additional 36 months of entitlement to educational assist-
ance for individuals who serve 20 or more years in the
Armed Forces, and for other purposes.

1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the “20-Year Promise Act”.

SEC. 2. ADDITIONAL MONTHS OF ENTITLEMENT TO EDU-

CATIONAL ASSISTANCE.

(a) ADDITIONAL MONTHS OF ENTITLEMENT.—Sec-
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tion 3312 of title 38, United States Code, is amended—
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2
(1) in subsection (a), by striking “(b) and (¢)”
and inserting “(b), (¢), and (d)”’; and
(2) by adding at the end the following new sub-
section:

“(d) ADDITIONAL MONTHS OF ENTITLEMENT FOR
CERTAIN INDIVIDUALS.—Notwithstanding section 3695 of
this title, an individual entitled to educational assistance
under this chapter who serves an ageregate of 20 or more
years in the Armed Forces, without regard to duty status,
1s entitled to a number of months of educational assistance
under section 3313 of this title equal to 72 months.”.

(b) TRANSFER OF ADDITIONAL MONTHS OF ENTI-
TLEMENT.—Subsection (d) of section 3319 of such title
is amended by striking “36 months” and inserting 72
months for an individual eligible for additional months of
entitlement under section 3312(d) of this title, and 36
months for all other individuals”.

(¢) LIMITATION ON PERIOD OF ASSISTANCE UNDER

Two orF MORE PROGRAMS.—Section 3695 of such title

is amended by adding at the end the following new sub-
section:

“(d) The limitation in subsection (a) shall not apply
to any individual eligible for additional months of entitle-

ment under section 3312(d) of this title.”.
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(d) AppPLICABILITY.—The amendments made by this

Act shall apply with respect to an individual who, on or

after the date of the enactment of this Act, completes an

ageregate of 20 or more years of service in the Armed
Forees, without regard to—
(1) duty status; or

(2) when such individual joined the Armed

Forces.
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