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Designating 2024 as the Year of Democracy as a time to reflect on the
contributions of the system of Government of the United States to
a more free and stable world.

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES

SEPTEMBER 7, 2023
Mr. DURBIN (for himself and Mr. GRASSLEY) submitted the following
resolution; which was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary

RESOLUTION

Designating 2024 as the Year of Democracy as a time to
reflect on the contributions of the system of Government

of the United States to a more free and stable world.

Whereas 2,000 years after the ancient Greeks laid the
eroundwork for democracy, the founders of the United
States built an even greater system of Government, a
democratic republie, propelling the United States to be-

come the most advanced nation in human history;

Whereas the model of Government of the United States has

been reproduced around the world;

Whereas Thomas Jefferson and Abraham ILincoln, respec-
tively, described democracy as the “‘light that led us out

of gothic darkness” and humankind’s “‘last best hope;
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Whereas recent life-threatening and life-altering attacks and
threats against political figures and public servants speak
loudly to the necessity of maintaining mutual respect and
civility for the right of an opponent to advocate for or op-

pose policies;

Whereas the ardent pursuit of one’s policies is not diminished
whatsoever by the exercise of respect and civility that

assures the maintenance of our democracy and freedoms;

Whereas President John F. Kennedy said, we “must remem-

ber on both sides that civility is not a sign of weakness’’;

Whereas, according to the 2022 Freedom House report, only
about 20 percent of the global population now live in

“free” countries;

Whereas the Constitution of the United States and the Bill
of Rights, mcluding the addition of the Reconstruction
Era amendments, enshrine the rights and civil liberties of
the citizens of the United States, including the right to

vote in free and fair elections;

Whereas the perpetuation of the ideals of democracy does not

happen on its own and can be stalled or reversed;

Whereas surveys show citizens of the United States are losing

faith in the democratic system;

Whereas former Supreme Court Justice Sandra Day O’Con-
nor said, “The practice of democracy is not passed down
through the gene pool. It must be taught and learned

anew by each generation of citizens.”’;

Whereas President Ronald Reagan said, “Democracy is worth
dying for, because it’s the most deeply honorable form of

covernment ever devised by man.”’;
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Whereas Congressman John R. Lewis said in his final words
to the United States, “‘Democracy is not a state. It is an
act, and each generation must do its part to help build
what we called the Beloved Community, a nation and

world society at peace with itself.”;

Whereas World War II demonstrated the fragility of democ-

racy and the civilized life that accompanies democracy;

Whereas British Prime Minister Winston Churchill observed
that, “Indeed it has been said that democracy is the
worst form of Government except for all those other
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forms that have been tried from time to time . . .”;

Whereas President George Washington said the United
States must recognize the immense value of the National
Union and work towards preservation of that Union with
“Jealous anxiety”” and wrote that the security of a free
Constitution may be accomplished by “teaching the peo-

ple themselves to know and to value their own rights”;

Whereas President Thomas Jefferson wrote, “Educate and
inform the whole mass of the people . . . They are the
only sure reliance for the preservation of our liberty.”;

and

Whereas the Government of the United States must teach
and educate the people by taking appropriate actions to
highlight and emphasize the importance of democratic
principles and civility in the freedoms and way of life en-
joved by the people of the United States: Now, therefore,
be it

1 Resolved, That the Senate—
2 (1) designates 2024 as the “Year of Democ-
3 racy’;
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(2) encourages States and local governments to
designate 2024 as the “Year of Democracy’’;

(3) recognizes the celebration of the “Year of
Democracy” as a time to reflect on the contributions
of the system of Government of the United States to
a more free and stable world; and

(4) encourages the people of the United States
to observe the ‘“Year of Democracy” with appro-
priate ceremonies and activities that—

(A) provide appreciation for the system of

Government of the United States;

(B) demonstrate that the people of the

United States shall never forget the sacrifices

made by past generations of people of the

United States to preserve the freedoms and

principles of the United States; and

(C) remind our citizens that those with dif-
fering political opinions are often their neigh-
bors, fellow religious congregants, and extended
family members with whom they share many
life values and can respectfully disagree.

O

*SRES 333 IS




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue true
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck true
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly true
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError false
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier (CGATS TR 001)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <>
    /CHT <>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV <>
    /HUN <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF che devono essere conformi o verificati in base a PDF/X-1a:2001, uno standard ISO per lo scambio di contenuto grafico. Per ulteriori informazioni sulla creazione di documenti PDF compatibili con PDF/X-1a, consultare la Guida dell'utente di Acrobat. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 4.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die moeten worden gecontroleerd of moeten voldoen aan PDF/X-1a:2001, een ISO-standaard voor het uitwisselen van grafische gegevens. Raadpleeg de gebruikershandleiding van Acrobat voor meer informatie over het maken van PDF-documenten die compatibel zijn met PDF/X-1a. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 4.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents that are to be checked or must conform to PDF/X-1a:2001, an ISO standard for graphic content exchange.  For more information on creating PDF/X-1a compliant PDF documents, please refer to the Acrobat User Guide.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 4.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /HighResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


		Superintendent of Documents
	2023-09-08T23:57:54-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




