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Expressing the sense of the Senate on the importance of membership of
the United States on the United Nations Human Rights Commission.

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES

May 14, 2001

Mr. KExNEDY (for himself, Mr. LUGAR, Mr. LEAtry, Mr. BROWNBACK, Mr.
BIDEN, Ms. SNOWE, Mr. KERRY, Mr. SMITH of Oregon, Mr. TORRICELLL,
Mr. CHAFEE, Mr. CORZINE, Mr. ALLEN, Mr. AKAKA, Mr. LIEBERMAN,
Mr. Baym, Mr. BingamaN, Mr. FEINGoLD, Mr. LEvIN, Mr. REED, Mr.
Konrn, Mr. DUrsIN, Mr. JOHNSON, Mr. SARBANES, Mr. WELLSTONE,
Mrs. BoxgR, Mr. McCAIN, and Mrs. CLINTON) submitted the following
resolution; which was referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations

RESOLUTION

Expressing the sense of the Senate on the importance of
membership of the United States on the United Nations

Human Rights Commission.

Whereas the United States played a eritical role in drafting
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, which out-
lines the universal rights promoted and protected by the

United Nations Human Rights Commission;

Whereas the United Nations Human Rights Commission is
the most important and visible international entity deal-
ing with the promotion and protection of universal
human rights and is the main policy-making entity deal-

ing with human rights issues within the United Nations;
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Whereas the 53 member governments of the United Nations
Human Rights Commission prepare studies, make rec-
ommendations, draft international human rights conven-
tions and declarations, investigate allegations of human
rights violations, and handle communications relating to

human rights;

Whereas the United States has held a seat on the United Na-
tions Human Rights Commission since its creation in
1947;

Whereas the United States has worked in the United Nations
Human Rights Commission for 54 years to improve re-

spect for human rights throughout the world;

Whereas the United Nations Human Rights Commission
adopted significant resolutions condemning ongoing
human rights abuses in Cuba, Iran, Iraq, Chechnya,
Congo, Afehanistan, Equatorial Guinea, Burundi, Rwan-
da, Burma, and Sierra Leone in April, 2001, with the
support of the United States;

Whereas, on May 3, 2001, the United States was not re-elect-
ed to membership in the United Nations Human Rights
Commission;

Whereas some of the countries elected to the United Nations
Human Rights Commission have been the subject of reso-
lutions by the Commission citing them for human rights

abuses; and

Whereas it is important for the United States to be a mem-
ber of the United Nations Human Rights Commission in
order to promote human rights worldwide most effee-

tively: Now, therefore, be it

1 Resolved, That it is the sense of the Senate that—

*SRES 88 IS



© 00O N O 0o B~ W N PP

e
)

3

(1) the United States has made important con-
tributions to the United Nations Human Rights
Commission for the past 54 years;

(2) the recent loss of membership of the United
States on the United Nations Human Rights Com-
mission 18 a setback for human rights throughout
the world; and

(3) the Administration should work with the
European allies of the United States and other na-
tions to restore the membership of the United States

on the United Nations Human Rights Commission.
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