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House of Representatives

The House met at 11 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. SMITH of New Jersey).

———

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
February 17, 2026.

I hereby appoint the Honorable CHRIS-
TOPHER H. SMITH, to act as Speaker pro tem-
pore on this day.

MIKE JOHNSON,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

——————

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Margaret
Grun Kibben, offered the following
prayer:

May it be pleasing to You, O Lord, to
accept our prayer of petition, interces-
sion, and thanksgiving for all who are
and who have been in leadership of this
Nation. On this President’s Day week-
end, we give thanks for the 45 men who
have served in the country’s highest of-
fice. BEach—whether bold or plain, wise
or querulous, admirable or flawed—has
called us as Americans to an awareness
of our part in the equation that is de-
mocracy, a democracy not sustained by
one office alone but by the character
and participation of each citizen.

So, in faithfulness to You and in
stewardship of our responsibility, we
lift up our voices to petition You for
Your blessing upon our present govern-
ment. Clothe President Trump with
Your righteousness. Gird him with
Your truth. Direct the steps he takes
in the understanding of the peace that
You desire. Grant him a humble spirit,
mindful that all authority is entrusted
and sustained by You.

Protect him from the arrowlike aim
of evil’s influence. Defend him with the
sword that only Your spirit can wield
with pure and holy effect.

Such are the intercessions we offer,
for both the man who holds this office
and for all who bear the mantle of re-
sponsibility for our Nation’s direction.
May each strive to ensure that all may
live peaceful and quiet lives—lives
deemed Godly and honorable in Your
sight.

In Your sovereign name, we pray.

Amen.

———

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 13 of rule I, the Journal of
the last day’s proceedings is approved.

—————

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will lead the House in the Pledge
of Allegiance.

The SPEAKER pro tempore led the
Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

——————

ADJOURNMENT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 13 of rule I, the House
stands adjourned until 11:30 a.m. on
Friday, February 20, 2026.

Thereupon (at 11 o’clock and 3 min-
utes a.m.), under its previous order, the

House adjourned until Friday, Feb-
ruary 20, 2026, at 11:30 a.m.
——
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

EC-2895. A letter from the President,
transmitting notification that the national
emergency with respect to Libya, that was
declared in Executive Order 13566 of Feb-
ruary 25, 2011, and expanded in Executive

Order 13726 of April 19, 2016, is to continue in
effect beyond February 25, 2026, pursuant to
50 U.S.C. 1622(d); Public Law 94-412, Sec.
202(d); (90 Stat. 1255) (H. Doc. No. 119—131); to
the Committee on Foreign Affairs and or-
dered to be printed.

EC-2896. A communication from the Presi-
dent of the United States, transmitting noti-
fication that the national emergency with
respect to Cuba that was declared on March
1, 1996, in Proclamation 6867, and as amend-
ed, is to continue in effect beyond March 1,
2026, pursuant to 50 U.S.C. 1622(d); Public
Law 94-412, Sec. 202(d); (90 Stat. 1255) (H. Doc.
No. 119—132); to the Committee on Foreign
Affairs and ordered to be printed.

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XIII, reports of
committees were delivered to the Clerk
for printing and reference to the proper
calendar, as follows:

Mr. JORDAN: Committee on the Judiciary.
H.R. 1028. A bill to modify eligibility require-
ments for amateur sports governing organi-
zations, with an amendment (Rept. 119-497).
Referred to the Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union.

Mr. WILLIAMS of Texas: Committee on
Small Business. H.R. 7396. A bill to establish
an Office of Native American Affairs within
the Small Business Administration, and for
other purposes (Rept. 119-498). Referred to
the Committee of the Whole House on the
state of the Union.

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XII, public
bills and resolutions of the following
titles were introduced and severally re-
ferred, as follows:

By Mr. BARR:

H.R. 7588. A bill to amend the Consumer
Financial Protection Act of 2010 to require
the attestation of certain information as
part of the consumer complaint submission
process, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Financial Services.

[0 This symbol represents the time of day during the House proceedings, e.g., [1 1407 is 2:07 p.m.

Matter set in this typeface indicates words inserted or appended, rather than spoken, by a Member of the House on the floor.

Printed on recycled paper.

H2227



H2228

By Ms. DAVIDS of Kansas:

H.R. 7589. A bill to direct the Secretary of
Agriculture to continue to carry out the Re-
silient Food Systems Infrastructure pro-
gram, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture.

By Mr. DESAULNIER (for himself and
Mr. STAUBER):

H.R. 7590. A bill to promote minimum
State requirements for the prevention and
treatment of concussions caused by partici-
pation in school sports, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Education and
Workforce.

By Mr. GOLDMAN of New York (for
himself, Mr. AUCHINCLOSS, Mr. JOHN-
SON of Georgia, Mr. MOSKOWITZ, Mr.
BELL, Ms. NORTON, Mr. CARTER of
Louisiana, Mrs. FOUSHEE, Mrs. WAT-
SON COLEMAN, Ms. PETTERSEN, Ms.
DEAN of Pennsylvania, Mr. DELUZIO,
Ms. JOHNSON of Texas, Ms. CROCKETT,
Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI, Ms. WILSON of
Florida, Ms. CRAIG, and Ms. KELLY of
Illinois):

H.R. 7591. A bill to amend the Elementary
and Secondary Education Act of 1965 to re-
quire certain local educational agencies to
distribute guidance to students, parents, and
other local community members regarding
firearm safety, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Education and Workforce.

By Mr. GOLDMAN of Texas (for him-
self, Mr. CRENSHAW, Mr. PFLUGER,
Mr. WEBER of Texas, Ms. VAN DUYNE,
Mrs. LUNA, Mr. MOORE of Alabama,
and Mr. HARRIGAN):

H.R. 7592. A bill to require certain agencies
to impose extendable sunset dates on certain
regulations, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Energy and Commerce, and in
addition to the Committee on Natural Re-
sources, for a period to be subsequently de-
termined by the Speaker, in each case for
consideration of such provisions as fall with-
in the jurisdiction of the committee con-
cerned.

By Mr. TONY GONZALES of Texas (for
himself, Mr. MOYLAN, Mr. DAVIS of
North Carolina, Mr. BACON, Mr. VAN
ORDEN, and Mr. MCCORMICK):

H.R. 7593. A bill to amend title 37, United
States Code, to reimburse a member of the
uniformed services for costs incurred to rent
a motor vehicle for travel relating to a pe-
riod of reserve component inactive-duty
training, or of Ready Reserve muster duty,
performed more than 150 miles from the
member’s permanent residence; to the Com-
mittee on Armed Services.

By Mr. LAHOOD (for himself and Ms.
SEWELL):

H.R. 7594. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to exclude certain post-
graduation scholarship grants from gross in-
come in the same manner as qualified schol-
arships to promote economic growth; to the
Committee on Ways and Means.

By Mr. LAWLER:

H.R. 7595. A bill to direct the Comptroller
General of the United States to conduct a
study that identifies how many residential
dwelling units, and how many dwelling units
in public housing, are located within 1 mile
of a superfund site; to the Committee on Fi-
nancial Services.

By Mr. LAWLER:

H.R. 7596. A Dbill to direct the Comptroller
General of the United States to conduct a
study that identifies options to remove bar-
riers and improve housing for persons who
are elderly or disabled; to the Committee on
Financial Services.

By Mr. LAWLER:

H.R. 7597. A bill to amend the Department
of Housing and Urban Development Act to
require that the annual report of the Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban Development in-
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clude an identification of significant regu-
latory barriers to affordable housing; to the
Committee on Financial Services.
By Mr. LEVIN (for himself and Mr.
MOYLAN):

H.R. 7598. A bill to amend title 38, United
States Code, to refund the amount of fees for
a housing loans guaranteed by the Secretary
of Veterans Affairs for certain veterans with
pending disability claims, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Veterans’ Af-
fairs.

By Mrs. McBATH (for herself, Mr.
MOSKOWITZ, Mr. CARBAJAL, Ms. SE-
WELL, Ms. ANSARI, Mr. STANTON, Mr.
THOMPSON of California, Ms. MATSUI,
Mr. GARAMENDI, Mr. DESAULNIER, Ms.
SIMON, Mr. SWALWELL, Mr. MULLIN,
Ms. BROWNLEY, Ms. CHU, Mrs. TORRES
of California, Mr. GARCIA of Cali-
fornia, Mr. MIN, Mr. PETERS, Mr.
VARGAS, Ms. DEGETTE, Mr. NEGUSE,
Mr. CrOW, Ms. PETTERSEN, Mr.
COURTNEY, Mrs. HAYES, Ms. NORTON,
Mr. FrRoOsT, Ms. CASTOR of Florida,
Mrs. CHERFILUS-MCCORMICK,  Mr.
JOHNSON of Georgia, Ms. WILLIAMS of
Georgia, Ms. TOKUDA, Ms. KELLY of
Illinois, Mrs. RAMIREZ, Mr. GARCIA of

Illinois, Mr. QUIGLEY, Mr. CASTEN,
Mr. DAVIS of Illinois, Mr.
KRISHNAMOORTHI, Ms. SCHAKOWSKY,
Mr. SCHNEIDER, Mr. FOSTER, Ms.

UNDERWOOD, Mr. MRVAN, Mr. CARSON,
Mr. MCGARVEY, Mrs. TRAHAN, Mr.
AUCHINCLOSS, Mr. MOULTON, Mr.
LyNCH, Mrs. MCCLAIN DELANEY, Ms.
PINGREE, Ms. SCHOLTEN, Mrs. DIN-
GELL, Ms. McCoLLUM, Ms. OMAR, Mr.
CLEAVER, Mrs. FOUSHEE, Mr. MENEN-
DEZ, Ms. TITUS, Ms. MENG, Mr. GOLD-
MAN of New York, Mr. NADLER, Mr.
TORRES of New York, Mr. LATIMER,
Mr. TONKO, Mr. KENNEDY of New
York, Mrs. BEATTY, Ms. BROWN, Mrs.
SYKES, Ms. BONAMICI, Ms. SALINAS,
Mr. EVANS of Pennsylvania, Ms.
SCANLON, Mr. DELUZIO, Mr. AMO, Mr.
MAGAZINER, Mrs. FLETCHER, Mr. CAsS-
TRO of Texas, Ms. GARCIA of Texas,
Ms. MCCLELLAN, Mr. BEYER, Mr.
SUBRAMANYAM, Mr. WALKINSHAW, Ms.
BALINT, Ms. DELBENE, Ms. JAYAPAL,
Ms. SCHRIER, Mr. SMITH of Wash-
ington, Ms. STRICKLAND, Mr. POCAN,
Ms. MOORE of Wisconsin, Mr. CORREA,
Mr. LARSON of Connecticut, Ms.
DELAURO, Mr. HIMES, Mr. SO0TO, Ms.
Lois FRANKEL of Florida, Ms. WILSON
of Florida, Ms. MORRISON, Mr. BELL,
Mr. RYAN, Ms. DEAN of Pennsylvania,
Mr. BOYLE of Pennsylvania, and Mr.
MFUME):

H.R. 7599. A Dbill to authorize the issuance
of extreme risk protection orders; to the
Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. WALKINSHAW (for himself and
Mr. BOST):

H.R. 7600. A bill to amend title 39, United
States Code, to modify procedures for nego-
tiating pay and benefits of supervisory and
other managerial personnel of the United
States Postal Service, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Oversight and
Government Reform.

By Mr. MEEKS:

H.J. Res. 150. A joint resolution termi-
nating the national emergency declared to
impose global tariffs; to the Committee on
Foreign Affairs.

By Mr. FITZPATRICK:

H. Res. 1067. A resolution providing for
consideration of the bill (H.R. 6856) to impose
sanctions and other measures with respect to
the Russian Federation if the Government of
the Russian Federation refuses to negotiate
a peace agreement with Ukraine, violates
any such agreement, or initiates another
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military invasion of Ukraine, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Rules.

CONSTITUTIONAL AUTHORITY
STATEMENT

Pursuant to clause 7 of rule XII of
the Rules of the House of Representa-
tives, the following statements are sub-
mitted regarding the specific powers
granted to Congress in the Constitu-
tion to enact the accompanying bill or
joint resolution.

By Mr. BARR:

H.R. 7588.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8 of the United States
Constitution.

By Ms. DAVIDS of Kansas:

H.R. 7589.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

This legislation is enacted pursuant to Ar-
ticle I, Section 8 of the United States Con-
stitution.

By Mr. DESAULNIER:

H.R. 7590.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8

By Mr. GOLDMAN of New York:

H.R. 7591.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Under Article I, Section 8 of the Constitu-
tion, Congress has the power ‘‘to make all
Laws which shall be necessary and proper for
carrying into the Execution for the foregoing
Powers, and all other Powers vested by this
Constitution in the Government of the
United States, or any Department or Officer
thereof.”

By Mr. GOLDMAN of Texas:

H.R. 7592.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8

By Mr. TONY GONZALES of Texas:

H.R. 7593.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8

By Mr. LAHOOD:

H.R. 7594.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8 of the U.S. Constitu-
tion

By Mr. LAWLER:

H.R. 7595.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I of the U.S. Constitution, section
8

By Mr. LAWLER:

H.R. 7596.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I of the U.S. Constitution, section
8

By Mr. LAWLER:

H.R. 7597.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I of the U.S. Constitution, section
8

By Mr. LEVIN:

H.R. 7598.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8

By Mrs. MCBATH:

H.R. 7599.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:
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The constitutional authority on which this
bill rests is the power as enumerated in Arti-
cle I of the United States Constitution.

By Mr. WALKINSHAW:

H.R. 7600.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8 of the U.S. Constitu-
tion

By Mr. MEEKS:

H.J. Res. 150.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8 of the Constitution

———

ADDITIONAL SPONSORS

Under clause 7 of rule XII, sponsors
were added to public bills and resolu-
tions, as follows:

H.R. 169: Ms. NORTON.

H.R. 945: Ms. GARCIA of Texas.

H.R. 1004: Mr. SUBRAMANYAM.

H.R. 1028: Mr. ELLZEY.

H.R. 1046: Mr. DESJARLAIS.

H.R. 1065: Mrs. DINGELL.

H.R. 1189: Ms. SALAZAR.

H.R. 1227: Mrs. GRIJALVA.

H.R. 1241: Mr. VAN EPPS.

H.R. 1330: Mr. DESAULNIER, Ms. JOHNSON of
Texas, Ms. CROCKETT, and Mr. BELL.

H.R. 1584: Mr. COHEN, Ms. McCoLLUM, and
Ms. ROSS.

H.R. 1628: Ms. MALOY, Mr. AUSTIN SCOTT of
Georgia, Mr. BALDERSON, Mrs. KiMm, Mr.
CRANE, Ms. LETLOW, Mr. MACKENZIE, Mr.
GROTHMAN, Mr. SCHWEIKERT, Mr. DOWNING,
Mr. BEAN of Florida, Mr. BosT, Mr. WIED, Mr.
JACKSON of Texas, and Mr. TIMMONS.

H.R. 1661: Mr. LARSON of Connecticut.

H.R. 1993: Mr. HARRIGAN and Ms. ESCOBAR.

H.R. 2029: Mr. MOSKOWITZ.

H.R. 2048: Mr. SWALWELL.
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. 2130:
. 2145:
. 2253:
. 2309:
. 2366:
. 2487:
. 2911:
. 3112:

H.R. 3144:
LAWLER.

H.R. 3184: Ms.
Mrs. CAMMACK.

H.R. 3287: Ms. TENNEY.

H.R. 3740: Mrs. GRIJALVA.

H.R. 3868: Ms. CHU.

H.R. 3954: Ms. NORTON.

H.R. 4074: Mr. MEUSER.

H.R. 4182: Mr. DAVIS of Illinois.

H.R. 4448: Mr. VAN EPPS, Mr. JACKSON of
Texas, and Mr. MCDOWELL.

H.R. 4452: Ms. DEAN of Pennsylvania.

H.R. 4582: Mr. VAN ORDEN, Mr. DAVIS of
North Carolina, and Mr. CARTER of Lou-
isiana.

H.R. 4583: Mr. VAN ORDEN, Mr. DAVIS of
North Carolina, and Mr. CARTER of Lou-
isiana.

H.R. 4588: Ms. HOULAHAN.

H.R. 4620: Mr. VAN EPPS and Mr. JACKSON
of Texas.

H.R. 4831: Mr. SMITH of New Jersey.

H.R. 4876: Mr. DESAULNIER.

H.R. 4966: Mr. CARBAJAL and Ms. ELFRETH.

H.R. 5249: Ms. BALINT.

H.R. 5434: Ms. STEVENS and Mr. MAGAZINER.

H.R. 5486: Mrs. SYKES, Mr. WALKINSHAW,
Mr. VEASEY, and Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ.

H.R. 5536: Mr. GOLDMAN of New York.

H.R. 5710: Mr. EZELL.

H.R. 5776: Mr. MACKENZIE.

H.R. 5796: Mrs. MCCLAIN DELANEY.

H.R. 5880: Mr. SMITH of New Jersey.

H.R. 6056: Mr. MENENDEZ.

H.R. 6124: Mr. MOULTON.

Ms. FEDORCHAK.

Mr. SoTO and Mr. COMER.

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut.

Mr. VALADAO.

Mrs. MCBATH.

Mr. MENENDEZ.

Mr. BOST.

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut.

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey and Mr.

LEE of Pennsylvania and
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LIEU and Mr. MACKENZIE.
BRESNAHAN.
MENENDEZ and Mrs. MCBATH.
JACKSON of Texas.
CARTER of Louisiana.
LAWLER.
. 6574: Mr. JACKSON of Illinois.

H.R. 6577: Mr. BARRETT.

H.R. 6677: Ms. Ross, Mr. HERNANDEZ, and
Mr. COHEN.

. 6130:
. 6137:
. 6181:
. 6192:
. 6214:
. 6461:

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

H.R. 6709: Mr. ScOTT FRANKLIN of Florida.
H.R. 6780: Ms. SCHRIER.

H.R. 6832: Mr. LANGWORTHY.

H.R. 6840: Ms. LEE of Nevada.

H.R. 6874: Mr. CARBAJAL and Mr. WOMACK.

H.R. 7034: Mr. JACKSON of Texas.

H.R. 7137: Mr. GREEN of Texas and Mr.
HERNANDEZ.

H.R. 7282: Mr. EVANS of Colorado.

H.R. 7311: Mr. MILLER of Ohio.

H.R. 7322: Mr. DESAULNIER and Mr.
SWALWELL.

H.R. 7332: Mr. LATIMER and Mr. LAWLER.

H.R. 7371: Mr. PAPPAS.

H.R. 7391: Ms. DEAN of Pennsylvania, Mr.
SCHMIDT, Ms. BUDZINSKI, and Mr. AUSTIN
ScoTT of Georgia.

H.R. 7398: Mr. LIEU and Mr. HARDER of Cali-
fornia.

H.R. 7517: Mr. BRESNAHAN.

H.R. 7534: Mr. MCCORMICK.

H.R. 75635: Mr. JACKSON of Illinois and Ms.
TOKUDA.

H.R. 7555:
HAGEMAN.

H.J. Res. 12: Ms. CROCKETT and Mr. VAN
EPPS.

H.J. Res. 144: Ms. GARCIA of Texas, Ms.
Lors FRANKEL of Florida, Ms. JOHNSON of
Texas, Mr. PETERS, Mr. COHEN, Mr. BELL, Mr.
MIiIN, Ms. RANDALL, Ms. STEVENS, Ms. TITUS,
Mr. SoTo, and Ms. MENG.

H. Res. 1035: Ms. GARCIA of Texas.

Mr. GROTHMAN and Ms.
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The Senate met at 6:30 and 1 second
p.m. and was called to order by the
Honorable TIM SHEEHY, a Senator from
the State of Montana.

——————

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will please read a communication
to the Senate from the President pro
tempore (Mr. GRASSLEY).

Senate

The bill clerk read the following let-
ter:
U.S. SENATE,
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE,
Washington, DC, February 17, 2026.
To the Senate:

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3,
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby
appoint the Honorable TIM SHEEHY, a Sen-
ator from the State of Montana, to perform
the duties of the Chair.

CHUCK GRASSLEY,
President pro tempore.

Mr. SHEEHY thereupon assumed the
Chair as Acting President pro tempore.

————

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL THURSDAY,
FEBRUARY 19, 2026, AT 2 P.M.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
Senate stands adjourned until 2 p.m. on
Thursday, February 19, 2026.

Thereupon, the Senate, at 6:30 and 29
seconds p.m., adjourned until Thurs-
day, February 19, 2026, at 2 p.m.
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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

CELEBRATING 100 YEARS OF THE
GEORGE WASHINGTON CARVER
MUSEUM AND CULTURAL CEN-
TER

HON. GREG STANTON

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 17, 2026

Mr. STANTON. Mr. Speaker, | rise to cele-
brate the 100-year anniversary of the George
Washington Carver Museum and Cultural
Center in Phoenix. The museum is a truly his-
toric site with real significance for Black history
in Arizona and the United States.

The building that houses the museum,
known today as “The Carver,” is itself a sto-
ried symbol of both injustice and persever-
ance. It first opened in 1926 as the Phoenix
Union Colored High School, the only Arizona
high school built exclusively to serve Black
students during the era of segregation. That
difficult history is inseparable from the
Carver’'s legacy. Today, the site stands as a
place dedicated to preserving and retelling
Black history.

Any account of Black history in Arizona is
incomplete without the Carver. Despite school
segregation, the Carver produced graduates
who went on to become leaders, public serv-
ants, artists, educators, and civil rights advo-
cates. The building is standing proof that tal-
ent and hard work are rewarded, even when
the opportunity for success was difficult, if not
impossible, to come by in a racially seg-
regated world.

The school closed in the 1950s following the
desegregation of Phoenix high schools, but
the future of the building was uncertain. Alum-
ni and community leaders recognized its his-
torical and cultural importance and mobilized
to save it from demolition. In 1996, the site
was reborn as the George Washington Carver
Museum and Cultural Center, ensuring that
the legacy of those who studied, taught, and
organized there would not be lost.

The Carver Museum today preserves and
shares formative chapters of Black history in
Arizona through exhibitions, archives, edu-
cational programming, and community events.
Exhibits share the experiences and contribu-
tions of African Americans who helped shape
Phoenix and Arizona history.

The importance of the Carver goes beyond
historical preservation. The museum is a com-
munity gathering place. It is a space for learn-
ing and bringing people from different back-
grounds and generations together. It is a re-
source for educators and researchers, a pow-
erful reminder that Black history is not distant
or abstract. It is local and lived. The Carver is
foundational to the story of Black history in
Phoenix and our state. By preserving the past,
the museum helps current and future genera-
tions of Arizonans become well-rounded, and
well-informed civic leaders who are ready to
serve our community and make a real dif-
ference.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing the George Washington Carver

Museum and Cultural Center on its 100th an-
niversary. May it continue to educate, inspire,
and remind us that honoring history is essen-
tial to building justice and opportunity for all.

HONORING ARLENE BLAKE, PMP,
AS A DISTINGUISHED LEADER IN
CENTRAL FLORIDA FOR BLACK
HISTORY MONTH

HON. DARREN SOTO

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 17, 2026

Mr. SOTO. Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor Ar-
lene Blake, PMP, a community visionary,
workforce development advocate, and cham-
pion for women’s economic advancement in
Central Florida. She is the founder of Women
on the Rise International, Inc., a nonprofit or-
ganization dedicated to building economic mo-
bility for women through financial literacy, ca-
reer development, entrepreneurship, and per-
sonal wellness. Over the past decade, she
has transformed Women on the Rise into a
career and leadership hub serving hundreds of
women across the region.

Arlene’s work focuses on addressing bar-
riers that prevent women from thriving, includ-
ing childcare, technology gaps, lack of
mentorship, and limited access to culturally
aligned support networks. In 2024, she se-
cured the organization’s largest program in-
vestment to date, expanding a career develop-
ment initiative that has helped women in-
crease earnings, secure higher-paying jobs,
launch small businesses, and gain the finan-
cial confidence needed to build long-term sta-
bility for themselves and their families.

Her contributions to the community have
been recognized widely. Arlene has been fea-
tured in the Girl Scouts of Citrus Council’s
Legacy of Excellence Exhibit as a Phe-
nomenal Black Woman in Central Florida,
named a Rising Star by the Citrus Club, and
honored with the Noble Knight Award from the
University of Central Florida College of Com-
munity and Innovation. She has been recog-
nized by the Orlando Business Journal as
both a Woman Who Means Business and one
of the Most Influential People in Orlando, and
was named Woman of the Year by Orange
Appeal Magazine.

Beyond her nonprofit leadership, Arlene is
the founder of Just Start It, LLC, where she
supports organizations and professionals in
improving systems, strengthening perform-
ance, and expanding community impact. She
remains committed to advancing women’s
economic well-being, strengthening families,
and ensuring Central Florida remains a region
where women can rise, lead, and build lasting
legacies.

HONORING BIANCA BELABRE AS A
DISTINGUISHED LEADER IN CEN-
TRAL FLORIDA FOR BLACK HIS-
TORY MONTH

HON. DARREN SOTO

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 17, 2026

Mr. SOTO. Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor
Bianca Belabre, a marketer, strategist, and
community advocate whose work advances
creativity, education, and economic oppor-
tunity in Osceola County.

Raised in a Haitian household and influ-
enced by her parents, Gilna Charles and Jean
Robert Belabre, Ms. Belabre grew up shaped
by immigrants’ pursuit of the American dream,
instilling values of resilience and education.
From Brooklyn, New York, Ms. Belabre relo-
cated to Osceola County at the age of 13. She
attended the Osceola School for the Arts as a
vocalist, where she developed an appreciation
for creativity and storytelling.

Ms. Belabre is a graduate of Florida Agricul-
tural and Mechanical University, where she
earned a Bachelor of Science in Health
Science as a Bright Futures Scholarship re-
cipient, followed by a Master of Public Health.
She serves on the board of the Osceola
Chamber of Commerce, chairs the Poinciana
Area Council, and is on the board of the Black
Empowerment Community Council. Through
these roles, she supports community events
and business education, and helps fund schol-
arships for students in Poinciana, awarding
$6,000 in 2025. She also delivers educational
presentations for local business groups and
nonprofit organizations.

In 2019, Ms. Belabre launched A Creative
Station, a marketing agency specializing in
digital marketing, strategic planning, and con-
tent creation. She supports business owners
through training and marketing management.
She was contracted by the Early Learning Co-
alition of Osceola County to launch the Early
LearnHub brand and lead the design of an
immersive educational mural at the Hart Me-
morial Library in Kissimmee. Ms. Belabre is
also the co-founder of The Boss Collective
and The Modern Boss Podcast, supporting
more than 100 women entrepreneurs in the
surrounding area.

Her leadership has been recognized with
the Vanguard Award from the Black Empower-
ment Community Council and the Tomorrow’s
Leaders Today Award from the Osceola
Chamber of Commerce.

® This “bullet” symbol identifies statements or insertions which are not spoken by a Member of the Senate on the floor.

Matter set in this typeface indicates words inserted or appended, rather than spoken, by a Member of the House on the floor.
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HONORING CRAIG MOORE AS A
DISTINGUISHED LEADER IN CEN-
TRAL FLORIDA FOR BLACK HIS-
TORY MONTH

HON. DARREN SOTO

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 17, 2026

Mr. SOTO. Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor
Craig Moore. He serves as Chief Executive
Officer of AdventHealth Kissimmee, providing
executive leadership for one of Osceola Coun-
ty’s largest and most vital health care cam-
puses serving residents across Florida’s 9th
Congressional District. Guided by
AdventHealth’s faith-based mission to extend
the healing ministry of Christ, Moore is com-
mitted to ensuring access to compassionate,
high-quality, whole-person care for the com-
munities he serves.

Moore brings more than 30 years of experi-
ence within AdventHealth, a nonprofit health
care system dedicated to caring for the whole
person—body, mind, and spirit. He began his
career with the organization while still in high
school and has since served in a wide range
of clinical and operational leadership roles
across acute care, home health, outpatient,
and hospital operations. Prior to becoming
CEO, he served as Chief Operating Officer at
AdventHealth Kissimmee, guiding the campus
through a period of growth and transformation.
Under Moore’s leadership, the campus under-
took a multiyear expansion totaling more than
$100 million in investment to enhance access
and readiness for patients across Osceola
County. In addition, these efforts expanded
specialty services, enhanced facilities, and
added off-site emergency care, while also cre-
ating new jobs for local residents. Together,
these initiatives contributed to improving pa-
tient safety, quality outcomes, and a stronger
care experience for families across the county.

Beyond the hospital campus, Moore is ac-
tively engaged in the Osceola County commu-
nity. He serves on the board of the Osceola
Council on Aging, supporting programs that
promote independence, dignity, and access to
services for older adults. He is known for a lis-
tening-first leadership approach guided by the
principle, “Seek first to understand, then to be
understood,” emphasizing collaboration with
caregivers, physicians, and community part-
ners.

Moore holds bachelor's and master's de-
grees in physical therapy from Andrews Uni-
versity and an MBA from the University of
Central Florida.

———

HONORING DENIELLE BARNHARDT
AS A DISTINGUISHED LEADER IN
CENTRAL FLORIDA FOR BLACK
HISTORY MONTH

HON. DARREN SOTO

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 17, 2026

Mr. SOTO. Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor
Denielle Barnhardt, a pastor, educator, and
arts advocate whose work has significantly im-
pacted families and students throughout Osce-
ola County and Florida’s 9th Congressional
District.
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She is the co-founder and senior pastor of
The Way Worship Church, where she leads
alongside her husband, Jaquan, with a family-
centered pastoral model that views the family
as the prototype for the church and community
life. Together, they are raising four beautiful
children.

In 2013, Barnhardt founded Mrs. B's Music
and Performing Arts Training, and since 2017,
she has worked intentionally to expand access
to high-quality arts education across Osceola
and Orange Counties. Through seasons of
growth and challenge, including the COVID—-
19 pandemic, she used the arts to keep fami-
lies connected, students engaged, and com-
munities resilient. Her efforts have led to the
establishment of musical theater programs in
schools and community settings, as well as
strategic partnerships that connect children to
quality arts programs and educational path-
ways through preparation and mentorship.

Barnhardt has also served as a startup con-
sultant, strategist, and curriculum developer
for multiple private and micro-schools in Osce-
ola County, helping to launch and strengthen
innovative educational models rooted in excel-
lence and community need. She currently
serves as a PAX coordinator, facilitating and
overseeing cultural exchange initiatives that
promote global understanding among students
in the United States and abroad. She recently
launched The Hall Institute, a Bible college fo-
cused on theological education and leadership
formation.

With a background in the arts, Barnhardt re-
ceived arts education from primary school
through high school and has performed on
world-renowned stages, including Radio City
Music Hall, Broadway, and other major
venues. Combined with her foundation in gen-
eral education and a Master of Divinity in
Church History, she bridges creative forma-
tion, historical theology, and pastoral leader-
ship with rare interdisciplinary depth.

She will soon step into the Navy Reserve
Chaplaincy, expanding her service to support
service members and their families, and con-
tinuing her commitment to faith, education,
and community leadership in Central Florida.

RECOGNIZING REBECCA SAWYER
SMITH

HON. BRITTANY PETTERSEN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 17, 2026

Ms. PETTERSEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to thank Rebecca Sawyer Smith of Lakewood,
Colorado for her 38 years of service within the
Department of Veterans Affairs and congratu-
late her on her retirement.

Rebecca began her federal government ca-
reer as a graduate student at The George
Washington University in Washington, D.C.,
when she joined the U.S. Department of Vet-
erans Affairs. Over the course of nearly four
decades, she served in a variety of roles with-
in the VA, including Public Affairs Officer,
Coach, and member of the Public Contact
Team. Her career took her to communities on
both coasts and throughout the central United
States before concluding in Lakewood, Colo-
rado, where she retired at the end of 2025.

Throughout her distinguished career, Re-
becca dedicated herself to serving those who
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have served our country. She worked tire-
lessly to ensure veterans received the benefits
and services they earned, providing both in-
person and virtual benefits counseling. She
also partnered closely with veteran service or-
ganizations and nonprofit groups to help vet-
erans navigate and access the support avail-
able to them.

Even in retirement, Rebecca continues her
commitment to veterans in her community by
volunteering with arts organizations that offer
programs for veterans, further demonstrating
her lifelong devotion to public service.

On behalf of the people of Colorado’s 7th
Congressional District, it is my honor to thank
Rebecca Sawyer Smith for her 38 years of
service with the VA and to congratulate her on
her retirement.

————

HONORING DR. CHUNDRA L. EVENS
AS A DISTINGUISHED LEADER IN
CENTRAL FLORIDA FOR BLACK
HISTORY MONTH

HON. DARREN SOTO

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 17, 2026

Mr. SOTO. Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor Dr.
Chundra L. Evens, a distinguished educational
leader, pastor, and community advocate
whose career reflects a deep commitment to
excellence, service, and transformative leader-
ship.

A?fter serving five years as the principal of
Osceola County School for the Arts, she made
history in March 2020 as the first African
American appointed to the position of Assist-
ant Superintendent in the High School Division
of the School District of Osceola County in
Kissimmee, Florida. A highly credentialed edu-
cator, Dr. Evens is certified in K-12 and holds
specialized certifications in Exceptional Stu-
dent Education, ESOL, Reading, Educational
Leadership, and School Principal. Her profes-
sional journey is enriched by earlier experi-
ence in correctional probation and the per-
forming arts.

She attended Florida A&M University as a
member of the Marching 100 and later earned
a bachelor’s in political science from the Uni-
versity of Central Florida. She completed both
her master’'s and Doctor of Education in edu-
cational leadership at National Louis Univer-
sity. Dr. Evens has received numerous pres-
tigious recognitions, including the Harvard Uni-
versity Extension School Strategic Leadership
Program and the National Institute for School
Leadership Executive Development Program.
Her honors include the Florida Department of
Education Outstanding Assistant Principal
Achievement Award; Secondary Literacy Ad-
ministrator of the Year; Distinguished Minority
Educator of the Year at both St. Cloud Middle
and Zenith High; New Beginnings Education
Center Teacher of the Year and SAC Distin-
guished Service Award; Council for Excep-
tional Children Middle School Teacher of the
Year and Outstanding Rookie Teacher of the
Year; and the district’'s Distinguished Minority
Runner-Up Educator of the Year. She was
also the first principal in the district to achieve
Best and Brightest recognition and was named
the 2019 Principal of the Year by Osceola Vi-
sionaries, Inc.

Guided by her faith and inspired by Nelson
Mandela’s belief in education as a powerful
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tool for change, Dr. Evens actively serves her
community as a Girl Scouts troop leader, vol-
unteer with Give Kids the World, member of
Tau Beta Sigma, and member of Delta Sigma
Theta Sorority, Inc.

A lifelong servant-leader within the church,
she was ordained in December 2023 and now
serves as senior co-pastor of Trinity Church
Sebring Campus alongside her husband of
nearly 30 years, Pastor Roderick L. Evens.

———

HONORING JUSTIN CLOUD AS A
DISTINGUISHED LEADER IN CEN-
TRAL FLORIDA FOR BLACK HIS-
TORY MONTH

HON. DARREN SOTO

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 17, 2026

Mr. SOTO. Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor Jus-
tin Cloud, a distinguished community leader,
chief engineer, and nonprofit executive whose
work has significantly advanced education,
workforce development, and youth empower-
ment across Central Florida.

He currently serves as the executive direc-
tor and founder of The Cloud Family Founda-
tion, a Florida-based nonprofit organization
dedicated to preparing students for successful
careers  through academic  enrichment,
mentorship, and exposure to STEM and pro-
fessional pathways. Under his leadership, the
foundation has launched and expanded sev-
eral impactful initiatives, including the Level-
Up Brother Program, an immersive cohort-
based experience designed to equip high
school young men with life skills, career readi-
ness training, mentorship, and college expo-
sure. What began as a single-day event in
Central Florida has grown into a multi-week
program serving students across multiple Flor-
ida counties. The foundation also administers
annual scholarships, teacher grants, and com-
munity-based educational programs that di-
rectly support Florida students and educators.

In addition to his philanthropic work, Mr.
Cloud serves as a chief engineer, bringing ex-
tensive experience supporting advanced tech-
nology and national defense programs while
remaining deeply committed to community
service within Florida. He actively leverages
his professional expertise to build bridges be-
tween industry, education, and community or-
ganizations throughout the state.

Mr. Cloud is also the president of a Florida-
based alumni chapter of Phi Beta Sigma Fra-
ternity, Inc., where he has led initiatives fo-
cused on scholarship fundraising, civic en-
gagement, and service projects benefiting un-
derserved communities across Florida.

Through his leadership, service, and dedica-
tion, Justin E. Cloud continues to make a last-
ing impact on Florida’s communities by em-
powering the next generation and expanding
access to opportunity.
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HONORING MR. LADARA ROYAL AS
A DISTINGUISHED LEADER IN
CENTRAL FLORIDA FOR BLACK
HISTORY MONTH

HON. DARREN SOTO

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 17, 2026

Mr. SOTO. Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor Mr.
Ladara Royal, a proven, zealous leader and
an accomplished urban educator, facilitator,
and clinician. He is committed to driving trans-
formative, innovative change that advances
educators and students of color through equi-
table public-school policies and practices.

Royal's work centers on urban education,
educator activism, and expanding opportuni-
ties for underserved and under-resourced stu-
dents. His impact is evidenced by a consistent
record of increasing the number of students
from these communities who matriculate into
the Nation’s most competitive colleges and
universities.

A dedicated advocate for educational equity,
Royal has demonstrated his leadership and
community commitment by speaking before
the Florida State Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives on multiple occasions to cham-
pion improvements in public education. Royal
also serves as secretary of the Orange County
Classroom Teachers Association—the official
educators’ union representing teachers across
Orange County, Florida—and as chairman of
the OCCTA Fund for Children and Public Edu-
cation. In these roles, he works tirelessly to
support and help advance the appointment of
public officials who are committed to strength-
ening and protecting public education.

His expertise and advocacy have been rec-
ognized across numerous media platforms, in-
cluding local news and radio, Bloomberg,
CNN, ABC World News, TIME, and the
Guardian. He has served as a guest panelist
for the Florida State NAACP Freedom to Read
Town Hall and the Transformative Justice Co-
alition, and as a featured panelist at the 52nd
Annual Congressional Black Caucus Founda-
tion Legislative Conference for the session en-
titted “The Courage to Teach.” This event was
presented in collaboration with the White
House Initiative on Advancing Educational Eq-
uity, Excellence, and Economic Opportunity for
Black Americans, the American Federation of
Teachers, and the National Education Asso-
ciation. In 2025, Royal was also honored as a
recipient of the FOX 35 Care Force recogni-
tion, celebrating his exceptional work as a
high school, college, and career specialist, as
well as the profound impact he continues to
make on the lives of his students.

———

HONORING DR. NYKOWANNA HAR-
RIS SLOAN AS A DISTINGUISHED
LEADER IN CENTRAL FLORIDA
FOR BLACK HISTORY MONTH

HON. DARREN SOTO

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 17, 2026

Mr. SOTO. Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor Dr.
Nykowanna Harris Sloan. With nearly three
decades of dedicated service in education, Dr.
Nykowanna Harris Sloan is a steadfast advo-
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cate for equity, empowerment, and excellence.
Her professional journey reflects an enduring
commitment to student achievement, youth
development, and dismantling systemic bar-
riers that disproportionately affect underserved
and historically marginalized Central Florida
communities. A recognized champion of re-
storative practices and culturally responsive
education, Dr. Sloan’s leadership has trans-
formed school cultures and expanded opportu-
nities for countless students.

Beyond the classroom, Dr. Sloan is a de-
voted servant leader with decades of con-
sistent community engagement focused on up-
lifting and empowering the African American
community. She holds active leadership roles
in numerous civic and service organizations
and has received multiple awards and acco-
lades. Her memberships range from her be-
loved Orange County, Florida, Alumnae Chap-
ter of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Incor-
porated, to several national and local organi-
zations. In each capacity, she serves not
merely as a member but as a strategist, orga-
nizer, and advocate for meaningful progress.

As a licensed and ordained minister with
over 25 years of experience, Dr. Sloan is
deeply committed to spiritual growth and holis-
tic development. Her ministry bridges faith and
lived experience, offering guidance marked by
humility, conviction, and grace. Through
preaching, teaching, and pastoral care, she
has led many toward healing, purpose, and re-
newed faith.

At the heart of Dr. Sloan’s life is her family.
A devoted mother and grandmother, she
views her children and grandchildren as both
her greatest joy and her sacred responsibility
in building a better tomorrow. Guided by a
generational vision, she leads with love, inten-
tion, and unwavering purpose.

Across education, ministry, and civic leader-
ship, Dr. Sloan remains anchored in the belief
that service is not merely an act, but a call-
ing—one she continues to fulfill with integrity,
influence, and lasting impact.

————

HONORING PASTOR JOHNNY M.
MCcKINNIE AS A DISTINGUISHED
LEADER IN CENTRAL FLORIDA
FOR BLACK HISTORY MONTH

HON. DARREN SOTO

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 17, 2026

Mr. SOTO. Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor Pas-
tor Johnny M. McKinnie, a quiet and devoted
servant of God with a deep love for the Lord
and a strong commitment to preaching, teach-
ing, and community service. He is married to
Lady Earline C. McKinnie, and together they
are blessed with four children who serve in
ministry.

His background reflects a lifelong dedication
to faith and leadership. Pastor McKinnie
earned a Bachelor of Science in Biology from
Bethune-Cookman University, a Master of Arts
in Christian Education from North Florida Bap-
tist Theological Seminary, and a Certificate in
Expository Preaching from E.K. Bailey Min-
istries. He honorably served in the United
States Army as a flight control specialist and
later spent 23 years in the telecommunications
industry before entering full-time pastoral min-

istry.
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He served three years as pastor of Sweet
Hope Missionary Baptist Church in Live Oak,
Florida, eight years at Jerusalem Missionary
Baptist Church in Jacksonville, and has faith-
fully led St. Luke Missionary Baptist Church in
Kissimmee, Florida, for more than 24 years.

At St. Luke, Pastor McKinnie strengthened
Christian education by restructuring the Sun-
day School and Youth Ministries, establishing
a weekly Sunday School Forum, New Mem-
bers Orientation, leadership training for Dea-
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cons and Deaconesses, and expanding the
Women’s Ministry. He also introduced youth
evangelism training to promote leadership, so-
cial engagement, and spiritual growth among
young people. Under his leadership, the
church expanded its infrastructure and ac-
quired seven duplexes to provide housing for
low-income families. He further expanded
community outreach by collaborating with the
Council on Aging in Kissimmee, Florida, to
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support social, educational, and advocacy ini-
tiatives for seniors.

Pastor McKinnie has served in leadership
roles within multiple Baptist associations, in-
cluding 10 years as third vice-moderator of the
First South Florida Baptist Association, served
as the Chaplain for Osceola County School
Board, is a lifetime member of the NAACP, re-
ceived many prestigious awards, and is the
son of Mr. S. H. McKinnie and the late Mrs.
Chelcie McKinnie of Campbellton, Florida.
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Dazily Digest

Senate

Chamber Action

The Senate met at 6:30:01 p.m. in pro forma ses-
sion, and adjourned at 6:30:29 p.m. until 2 p.m. on
Thursday, February 19, 2026.

Committee Meetings

No committee meetings were held.

House of Representatives

Chamber Action

Public Bills and Resolutions Introduced: 13 pub-
lic bills, H.R. 7588-7600; and 2 resolutions, H.]J.
Res. 150; and H. Res. 1067, were introduced.

Pages H2227-28

Additional Cosponsors: Page H2229

Reports Filed: Reports were filed today as follows:
H.R. 1028, to modify eligibility requirements for
amateur sports governing organizations, with an
amendment (H. Rept. 119-497); and
H.R. 7396, to establish an Office of Native Amer-
ican Affairs within the Small Business Administra-
tion, and for other purposes (H. Rept. 119-498).
Page H2227

Speaker: Read a letter from the Speaker wherein he
appointed Representative Smith (NJ) to act as
Speaker pro tempore for today. Page H2227

Quorum Calls—Votes: There were no Yea and Nay
votes, and there were no Recorded votes. There were
no quorum calls.

Adjournment: The House met at 11 a.m. and ad-
journed at 11:03 a.m.

Committee Meetings
No hearings were held.

Joint Meetings

No joint committee meetings were held.

COMMITTEE MEETINGS FOR THURSDAY,
FEBRUARY 19, 2026

(Committee meetings are open unless otherwise indicated)

Senate

No meetings/hearings scheduled.

House

No hearings are scheduled.
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Next Meeting of the SENATE Next Meeting of the HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
2 p.m., Thursday, February 19 11:30 a.m., Friday, February 20
Senate Chamber House Chamber

Program for Thursday: Senate will meet in a pro forma  Program for Friday: House will meet in Pro Forma ses-
session. sion at 11:30 a.m.
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