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The House met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. NEWHOUSE).

————

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
February 5, 2026.

I hereby appoint the Honorable DAN
NEWHOUSE to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

MIKE JOHNSON,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

———

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Margaret
Grun Kibben, offered the following
prayer:

Our Father, who art in Heaven, You
have taught us how to pray. And on
this day with others who approach You
from a multitude of faith traditions,
we each offer prayers that reside deep
in our souls, laying the petitions of our
hearts before You. From wherever we
have come, we draw near to You in rev-
erence, trusting that You will accept
our manner of worship as holy and ac-
ceptable to You.

Receive us, even as we speak in many
languages and with a wide range of
voices, that the prayers of Your chil-
dren may ascend to Your hearing. As
You answer our prayers with Your un-
conditional love, show us how to re-
spond in love to one another. Even as
You have loved us—with all our
strengths and shortfalls, gifts and
gaffs, differences and divisions—so may
we show that love to those around us.

On this week, when we have taken
time to acknowledge and defend reli-
gious freedom across the globe, may
faith not be diminished by the divide of
politics but find its strength in the di-
versity of belief. May not law but love

compel us to safeguard the freedom of
religion for our fellow citizens. May
not statute but stewardship of Your
grace call us to honor the dignity of all
peoples.

For this is Your great command: to
love one another.

In the light of Your love, we pray in
the name by which we know You, and
I in the name of Jesus.

Amen.

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House the approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1 of rule I, the
Journal of the last day’s proceedings is
approved.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will lead the House in the Pledge
of Allegiance.

The SPEAKER pro tempore led the
Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————————

ADJOURNMENT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the House stands adjourned
until noon on Monday, February 9,
2026, for morning-hour debate and 2
p.m. for legislative business.

There was no objection.

Thereupon (at 10 o’clock and 3 min-
utes a.m.), under its previous order, the
House adjourned until Monday, Feb-
ruary 9, 2026, at noon for morning-hour
debate.

OATH FOR ACCESS TO CLASSIFIED
INFORMATION

Under clause 13 of rule XXIII, the fol-
lowing Member executed the oath for
access to classified information:

Christian D. Menefee

———

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

EC-2821. A letter from the Secretary of
Labor, Chair of Board of Directors, Pension
Benefit Guaranty Corporation, transmitting
the Corporation’s FY 2024 actuarial evalua-
tion of expected operations and status, pur-
suant to 29 U.S.C. 1308(a); Public Law 93-406,
Sec. 4008 (as amended by Public Law 109-280,
Sec. 412); (120 Stat. 936); to the Committee on
Education and Workforce.

EC-2822. A letter from the Secretary, De-
partment of the Treasury, transmitting a
six-month periodic report on the national
emergency with respect to Hong Kong that
was declared in Executive Order 13936 of July
14, 2020, pursuant to 50 U.S.C. 1641(c); Public
Law 94-412, Sec. 401(c); (90 Stat. 1257) and 50
U.S.C. 1703(c); Public Law 95-223, Sec 204(c);
(91 Stat. 1627); to the Committee on Foreign
Affairs.

EC-2823. A letter from the Secretary, De-
partment of the Treasury, transmitting a
six-month periodic report on the national
emergency with respect to Libya that was
declared in Executive Order 13566 of Feb-
ruary 25, 2011, pursuant to 50 U.S.C. 1641(c);
Public Law 94-412, Sec. 401(c); (90 Stat. 1257)
and 50 U.S.C. 1703(c); Public Law 95-223, Sec
204(c); (91 Stat. 1627); to the Committee on
Foreign Affairs.

EC-2824. A letter from the Secretary, De-
partment of the Treasury, transmitting a
six-month periodic report on the national
emergency with respect to significant
transnational criminal organizations that
was declared in Executive Order 13581 of July
24, 2011, pursuant to 50 U.S.C. 1641(c); Public
Law 94-412, Sec. 401(c); (90 Stat. 1257) and 50
U.S.C. 1703(c); Public Law 95-223, Sec 204(c);
(91 Stat. 1627); to the Committee on Foreign
Affairs.

EC-2825. A letter from the Senior Bureau
Official, Bureau of Legislative Affairs, De-
partment of State, transmitting Department

[0 This symbol represents the time of day during the House proceedings, e.g., [1 1407 is 2:07 p.m.

Matter set in this typeface indicates words inserted or appended, rather than spoken, by a Member of the House on the floor.

Printed on recycled paper.

H2039



H2040

Notification Number: DDTC 25-105, pursuant
to the Arms Export Control Act; to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs.

EC-2826. A letter from the Deputy Assist-
ant General Counsel, Department of Agri-
culture, transmitting two (2) notifications of
an action on nomination, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 3349(a); Public Law 105-277, Sec. 151(b);
(112 Stat. 2681-614); to the Committee on
Oversight and Government Reform.

EC-2827. A letter from the Deputy Sec-
retary, Department of Defense, transmitting
the Department’s Semiannual Inspector Gen-
eral Report for the period April 1, 2025
through September 30, 2025; to the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Government Re-
form.

EC-2828. A letter from the Associate Gen-
eral Counsel for General Law, Department of
Homeland Security, transmitting three (3)
notifications of an action on nomination and
discontinuation of service in acting role,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 3349(a); Public Law 105-
277, Sec. 151(b); (112 Stat. 2681-614); to the
Committee on Oversight and Government
Reform.

EC-2829. A letter from the Attorney Advi-
sor, Office of the General Counsel, Depart-
ment of Transportation, transmitting a noti-
fication of an action on nomination, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 3349(a); Public Law 105-277,
Sec. 151(b); (112 Stat. 2681-614); to the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Government Re-
form.

EC-2830. A letter from the Attorney Advi-
sor, Office of the General Counsel, Depart-
ment of Transportation, transmitting a noti-
fication of an action on nomination, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 3349(a); Public Law 105-277,
Sec. 151(b); (112 Stat. 2681-614); to the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Government Re-
form.

EC-2831. A letter from the Attorney Advi-
sor, Office of the General Counsel, Depart-
ment of Transportation, transmitting a noti-
fication of an action on nomination and des-
ignation of acting officer, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 3349(a); Public Law 105-277, Sec. 1561(b);
(112 Stat. 2681-614); to the Committee on
Oversight and Government Reform.

EC-2832. A letter from the Acting Director
of Executive Services, National Aeronautics
and Space Administration, transmitting
three (3) a notifications of a nomination, and
action on nomination, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
3349(a); Public Law 105-277, Sec. 151(b); (112
Stat. 2681-614); to the Committee on Over-
sight and Government Reform.

EC-2833. A letter from the Director, Office
of Personnel Management, transmitting the
Semiannual Report of the Inspector General
and the Management Response for the period
of April 1, 2025 to September 30, 2025; to the
Committee on Oversight and Government
Reform.

EC-2834. A letter from the Secretary of
Labor, Chair of the Board of Directors, Pen-
sion Benefit Guaranty Corporation, trans-
mitting the Corporation’s FY 2025 Annual
Report, pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 3515(a)(1); Pub-
lic Law 101-576, Sec. 303(a)(1) (as amended by
Public Law 107-289, Sec. 2(a)); (116 Stat. 2049);
to the Committee on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform.

EC-2835. A letter from the President and
CEO, National Safety Council, transmitting
the Council’s Audit Report for the year
ended June 30, 2025; to the Committee on the
Judiciary.

EC-2836. A letter from the Executive Direc-
tor, Office of Congressional Workplace
Rights, transmitting the Office’s Annual Re-
port on Awards and Settlements for Calendar
Year 2025 for Employing Offices of the House
of Representatives, pursuant to 2 U.S.C.
1381(1)(1)(A); Public Law 104-1, title III, Sec.
301(1)(1)(A) (as added by Public Law 115-397,
title II, Sec. 201(a)(1)(B)); (132 Stat. 5315);
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jointly to the Committees on House Admin-
istration and Education and Workforce.

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XII, public
bills and resolutions of the following
titles were introduced and severally re-
ferred, as follows:

By Mr. DUNN of Florida (for himself
and Ms. MCCLELLAN):

H.R. 7386. A bill to amend the Middle Class
Tax Relief and Job Creation Act of 2012 to re-
authorize the First Responder Network Au-
thority, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce.

By Mr. GOODEN (for himself, Ms.
TENNEY, Mr. ROUZER, Mr. MOORE of
Alabama, Mr. TIFFANY, Mr. ROy, Mr.
OGLES, Mr. PALMER, Mr. FrRY, and Mr.
MCDOWELL):

H.R. 7387. A bill to limit donations made
pursuant to settlement agreements to which
the United States is a party, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on the Judici-
ary.

By Mr. BURLISON:

H.R. 7388. A bill to direct the Adminis-
trator of General Services to convene con-
sultation meetings to identify alternative fi-
nancing solutions for the construction of
new public buildings that will reduce costs
to the Federal Government, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure.

By Mr. GUTHRIE:

H.R. 7389. A bill to modernize the motor
vehicle safety programs of the National
Highway Traffic Safety Administration, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce.

By Mr. LATTA:

H.R. 7390. A bill to amend title 49, United
States Code, regarding the authority of the
National Highway Traffic Safety Adminis-
tration over vehicles with automated driving
systems to provide safety measures for such
vehicles, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce, and in ad-
dition to the Committee on Foreign Affairs,
for a period to be subsequently determined
by the Speaker, in each case for consider-
ation of such provisions as fall within the ju-
risdiction of the committee concerned.

By Mr. BERGMAN (for himself, Mr.
AUCHINCLOSS, Mr. MOULTON, Mr.
LyNcH, Mr. SMUCKER, Ms. LoIS
FRANKEL of Florida, Ms. NORTON, Mr.
MANN, Mr. MRVAN, Ms. BALINT, Ms.
DAVIDS of Kansas, Ms. MALOY, Mr.
BRESNAHAN, Mr. CLEAVER, Ms.
ANSARI, Mr. HUIZENGA, Ms. MCBRIDE,
Ms. TITUS, Ms. TLAIB, Mr. NEGUSE,
Mr. CRANK, Ms. LEE of Nevada, Mr.
LucAs, Mr. LARSEN of Washington,
and Mr. COHEN):

H.R. 7391. A bill to amend title III of the
Public Health Service Act to ensure that
Federally-qualified health centers are not re-
quired to pay more than the 340B ceiling
price for covered outpatient drugs at the
time of purchase; to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce.

By Mrs. FLETCHER (for herself, Ms.
CLARKE of New York, Mr. DAVIS of I1-
linois, Ms. ESCOBAR, Mrs. FOUSHEE,
Mr. GARAMENDI, Mr. GOLDMAN of New
York, Ms. JACOBS, Mr. JOHNSON of
Georgia, Ms. KELLY of Illinois, and
Mrs. ToRRES of California):

H.R. 7392. A bill to impose a hiring freeze
on United States Immigration and Customs
Enforcement, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Homeland Security.

By Mr. PATRONIS (for himself and Mr.
BILIRAKIS):

February 5, 2026

H.R. 7393. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to allow distributions from
qualified tuition programs for qualified
housing expenses, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Ways and Means.

By Ms. BALINT (for herself, Mrs. WAT-
SON COLEMAN, and Ms. NORTON):

H.R. 7394. A bill to amend the Public
Health Service Act to direct the Secretary of
Health and Human Services, acting through
the Assistant Secretary for Mental Health
and Substance Use, to establish a Mental and
Behavioral Health Career Promotion Grant
Program, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Energy and Commerce.

By Mr. BELL (for himself, Mr. GOLD-
MAN of New York, Mr. CLEAVER, and
Mr. CARSON):

H.R. 7395. A bill to prohibit the obligation
or expenditure by the Department of Home-
land Security of funds for television adver-
tisements promoting U.S. Immigration and
Customs Enforcement, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on the Judiciary,
and in addition to the Committees on Home-
land Security, and Ways and Means, for a pe-
riod to be subsequently determined by the
Speaker, in each case for consideration of
such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned.

By Ms. DAVIDS of Kansas (for herself,
Mr. ELLZEY, Ms. MORRISON, and Mr.
CRANE):

H.R. 7396. A bill to establish an Office of
Native American Affairs within the Small
Business Administration, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Small Business.

By Mr. HERNANDEZ (for himself, Mr.
SoTo, and Mr. GOLDMAN of New
York):

H.R. 7397. A bill to require the Secretary of
the Army to conduct a comprehensive as-
sessment of the water and wastewater infra-
structure modernization needs of Puerto
Rico, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture.

By Mr. LEVIN (for himself, Mr. BAIRD,
Mr. PETERS, and Mrs. RADEWAGEN):

H.R. 7398. A bill to amend the Passport Act
of 1920 to exempt from the collection of cer-
tain passport fees of an individual who was
awarded the Purple Heart or the Medal of
Honor, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs.

By Mrs. LUNA:

H.R. 7399. A bill to prohibit users who are
under age 13 from accessing social media
platforms, to prohibit the use of personalized
recommendation systems on individuals
under age 17, and limit the use of social
media in schools; to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce.

By Ms. MACE (for herself and Ms.
BOEBERT):

H.R. 7400. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to exclude all gain from the
sale of a principal residence or any residence
which is sold to a first-time homebuyer, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on
Ways and Means.

By Mr. MEUSER (for himself and Ms.
GOODLANDER):

H.R. 7401. A bill to require employees of
the Small Business Administration to certify
that the employee does not have any prohib-
ited conflicts of interest with respect to
loans in which the employee is involved, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on
Small Business.

By Mr. MOORE of North Carolina:

H.R. 7402. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to allow distributions from
qualified tuition programs for first home
purchases, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Ways and Means.

By Mr. MOORE of Utah (for himself
and Mr. VEASEY):
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H.R. 7403. A bill to prohibit foreign invest-
ment in relation to name, image, and like-
ness agreements, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Education and Workforce,
and in addition to the Committee on Foreign
Affairs, for a period to be subsequently de-
termined by the Speaker, in each case for
consideration of such provisions as fall with-
in the jurisdiction of the committee con-
cerned.

By Mr. MORELLE (for himself and Ms.
PEREZ):

H.R. 7404. A bill to require original equip-
ment manufacturers of digital electronic
equipment to make available certain docu-
mentation, diagnostic, and repair informa-
tion to independent repair providers, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Energy
and Commerce.

By Mr. MULLIN:

H.R. 7405. A bill to direct the Secretary of
Energy to conduct a study on using highway
rights-of-way and rail rights-of-way as loca-
tions on which to construct high-voltage
transmission infrastructure, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

By Mr. NEWHOUSE:

H.R. 7406. A bill to amend the Organic
Foods Production Act of 1990 to provide pro-
ducers with the option to confirm the ab-
sence of prohibited substances through test-
ing, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture.

By Mr. PALLONE:

H.R. 7407. A bill to amend the Federal
Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act to establish
new prohibited acts relating to dietary sup-
plements; to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

By Ms. PETTERSEN (for herself and
Mr. CISCOMANI):

H.R. 7408. A bill to provide for the estab-
lishment of a Water Project Navigators Pro-
gram, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Natural Resources.

By Mr. TAYLOR (for himself and Mrs.
MILLER of West Virginia):

H.R. 7409. A bill to amend title XVIII of the
Social Security Act to limit the geographic
reclassification of certain hospitals under
the Medicare program; to the Committee on
Ways and Means.

By Ms. TENNEY (for herself, Mr.
MORELLE, Ms. MENG, Ms.
MALLIOTAKIS, Mr. NADLER, Mr.
LAWLER, Mr. RILEY of New York, Mr.
MANNION, Mr. Svuozzl, and Mr.
GARBARINO):

H.R. 7410. A bill to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service located at
156422 NY 104 in Martville, New York, as the
‘“Sergeant Staret J. Engleston Memorial
Post Office Building”’; to the Committee on
Oversight and Government Reform.

By Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
(for himself, Mr. LARSEN of Wash-
ington, Mrs. KIGGANS of Virginia, and
Ms. DEXTER):

H.R. T7411. A Dbill to expand the tele-
screening mammography pilot program of
the Department of Veterans Affairs, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Vet-
erans’ Affairs.

By Mr. WILLIAMS of Texas (for him-
self and Mr. OLSZEWSKI):

H.R. 7412. A Dbill to amend the Small Busi-
ness Act to establish the Office of Whistle-
blower Awards, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Small Business.

By Ms. ADAMS (for herself, Mr. IVEY,
Mrs. RAMIREZ, Mr. THOMPSON of Mis-
sissippi, Ms. WILSON of Florida, Ms.
KAMLAGER-DOVE, Mr. FROST, Mr.
GOLDMAN of New York, Mrs.
FOUSHEE, Ms. SCHAKOWSKY, Ms. SE-
WELL, Ms. MCCLELLAN, Ms. KELLY of
Illinois, Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI, Ms.
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Ro0Ss, Mr. FIELDS, Mr. VEASEY, Ms.
STANSBURY, Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia,
Ms. NORTON, Mr. CLEAVER, Ms.
CLARKE of New York, Mr. JACKSON of
Illinois, Ms. LEE of Pennsylvania, Mr.
KENNEDY of New York, Ms. BROWN,
Mr. EVANS of Pennsylvania, Mr.
COHEN, Ms. TLAIB, Mrs. MCIVER, Ms.
STRICKLAND, Mrs. BEATTY, and Mr.
ESPAILLAT):

H. Res. 1040. A resolution recognizing the
significance of the Greensboro Four sit-in
during Black History Month; to the Com-
mittee on Education and Workforce, and in
addition to the Committee on the Judiciary,
for a period to be subsequently determined
by the Speaker, in each case for consider-
ation of such provisions as fall within the ju-
risdiction of the committee concerned.

By Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
(for himself, Mr. BISHOP, Mr. SES-
SIONS, Mr. BACON, Mr. ELLZEY, Mr.
WALKINSHAW, and Mr. KENNEDY of
Utah):

H. Res. 1041. A resolution supporting the
designation of ‘“‘Scouting America Day’’ in
celebration of its 116th anniversary; to the
Committee on Oversight and Government
Reform.

————

CONSTITUTIONAL AUTHORITY
STATEMENT

Pursuant to clause 7 of rule XII of
the Rules of the House of Representa-
tives, the following statements are sub-
mitted regarding the specific powers
granted to Congress in the Constitu-
tion to enact the accompanying bill or
joint resolution.

By Mr. DUNN of Florida:

H.R. 7386.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1 Section 8 Clause 3 of the U.S.
Constitution

By Mr. GOODEN:

H.R. 7387.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

The Constitutional authority on which
this bill rests is the power of Congress to lay
and collect taxes, duties, imposts, and ex-
cises to pay the debts and provide for the
common Defefense and general welfare of the
United States, as enumerated in Article I,
Section 8, Clause 1. Thus, Congress has the
authority not only to increase taxes, but
also, to reduce taxes to promote the general
welfare of the United States of America and
her citizens. Additionally, Congress has the

By Mr. BURLISON:

H.R. 7388.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section VIII of the United States
Constitution.

By Mr. GUTHRIE:

H.R. 7389.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8 of the United States
Constitution.

By Mr. LATTA:

H.R. 7390.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, Clause 3: Congress
shall have the power . . . ‘‘to regulate Com-
merce with foreign Nations, and among the
several States, and with the Indian tribes.”’

By Mr. BERGMAN:

H.R. 7391.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, Clause 18 of the United
States Constitution
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By Mrs. FLETCHER:

H.R. 7392.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8 of the Constitution of
the United States.

By Mr. PATRONIS:

H.R. 7393.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8, Clause 1, of the United
States Constitution.

By Ms. BALINT:

H.R. 739%4.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8

By Mr. BELL:

H.R. 7395.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8

By Ms. DAVIDS of Kansas:

H.R. 7396.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

This legislation is enacted pursuant to Ar-
ticle I, Section 8 of the United States Con-
stitution. .

By Mr. HERNANDEZ:

H.R. 7397.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8, Clause 18 of the U.S.
Constitution.

By Mr. LEVIN:

H.R. 7398.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1 Section 8.

By Mrs. LUNA:

H.R. 7399.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8 of the Constitution of
the United States.

By Ms. MACE:

H.R. 7400.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8 of the Constitution.

By Mr. MEUSER:

H.R. 7401.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1 Section 8

By Mr. MOORE of North Carolina:

H.R. 7402.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Section 8 of Article I of the US Constitu-
tion

By Mr. MOORE of Utah:

H.R. 7403.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1 Section 8

By Mr. MORELLE:

H.R. 7404.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

This bill is enacted pursuant to the power
granted to Congress under Article 1, Section
8, Clause 1 of the United States Constitution.

By Mr. MULLIN:

H.R. 7405.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Clause 18 of section 8 of article 1 of the
Constitution

By Mr. NEWHOUSE:

H.R. 7406.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8, Clause 17 of the United
States Constitution.

By Mr. PALLONE:

H.R. 7407.
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Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Under Article I, Section 8, Clause 3: [The
Congress shall have Power] To regulate Com-
merce with foreign Nations, and among the
several States, and with the Indian Tribes

By Ms. PETTERSEN:

H.R. 7408.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1 Section 8

By Mr. TAYLOR:

H.R. 7409.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8

By Ms. TENNEY:

H.R. 7410.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I of the U.S. Constitution

By Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania:

H.R. 7411.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, Clause 18 of the U.S.
Constitution in that the legislation exercises
legislative powers granted to Congress by
that clause ‘‘to make all Laws which shall be
necessary and proper for carrying into Exe-
cution the foregoing Powers and all other
Powers vested by the Constitution in the
Government of the United States or any De-
partment or Office thereof.”

By Mr. WILLIAMS of Texas:

H.R. 7412.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1 Section 8 of the Constitution of
the United States.

————

ADDITIONAL SPONSORS

Under clause 7 of rule XII, sponsors
were added to public bills and resolu-
tions, as follows:

H.R. 1505: Mr. DELUZIO.
H.R. 1521: Mr. LANGWORTHY.
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. 1685:
. 2029:
. 2484:
. 2585:
. 3011:
. 3164:
. 4206:
. 4448:
. 4620:
. 41788:
. 5007:
. 5106:
. 5309:
. 5369:
. 5582:
. b9173:
. 6089:
. 6157:
. 6167:
. 65621:
. 6666:
. 6718:
. 6766:
. 6842:
. 6890:
. 7033:

. KELLY of Pennsylvania.
. MANNION.
. KELLY of Pennsylvania.
. CAREY.
. TONKO.
. SCHWEIKERT.
. PAPPAS.
. KUSTOFF.
. CLINE and Mr. KUSTOFF.
. STAUBER.
. HORSFORD.
Mr. HUNT.
Mr. CISNEROS and Ms. DELBENE.
Ms. LOFGREN.
Mrs. SPARTZ.
. HOYER and Mr. MORELLE.
. MOYLAN and Mr. SORENSEN.
. CORREA.
. GUEST.
. HORSFORD.
. FITZPATRICK and Ms. ROSS.
. MALLIOTAKIS.
. SMITH of Nebraska.
. CISNEROS.
. HORSFORD.
. SoTo.
. 7206: . DAVIDS of Kansas.

H.R. 7284: Mr. CORREA.

H.R. 7296: Mr. GOODEN, Mr. EMMER, Mr.
CRANE, Mr. MOORE of West Virginia, Mrs.
HARSHBARGER, Mr. MOORE of North Carolina,
Mr. BABIN, and Mr. WEBER of Texas.

H.R. 7300: Mr. EMMER and Mr. STAUBER.

H.R. 7381: Mr. SUOZZI.

H. Res. 1038: Mr. GARCIA of Illinois and Mr.
CARBAJAL.

———

DISCHARGE PETITIONS—
ADDITIONS AND WITHDRAWALS

The following Members added their
names to the following discharge peti-
tions:

Petition 8 by Mr. MEEKS on House Resolu-
tion 518: Mr. Menefee.

Petition 14 by Mr. MORELLE on House
Resolution 982: Ms. Pou, Mr. Pappas, Ms.
Craig, Mr. Stanton, Mr. Raskin, Ms. Elfreth,
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Mr. Riley of New York, Mr. Mrvan, Ms.
Perez, Mr. Huffman, Mr. Garamendi, Mr.
Suozzi, Mr. Neal, Ms. Dean of Pennsylvania,
Ms. Williams of Georgia, Mr. Smith of Wash-
ington, Ms. Scholten, Mrs. Cherfilus-McCor-
mick, Ms. Morrison, Mrs. McBath, Mr. Scott
of Virginia, Mr. Meeks, Ms. Omar, and Ms.
Clarke of New York.

Petition 15 by Ms. PRESSLEY on House
Resolution 965: Ms. Leger Fernandez, Ms.
Clarke of New York, Mrs. Cherfilus-McCor-
mick, Ms. Scanlon, Ms. Balint, Ms. Tokuda,
Mrs. Hayes, Ms. Lois Frankel of Florida, Ms.
Brown, Ms. McClellan, Ms. Williams of Geor-
gia, Mrs. MclIver, Ms. Pou, Mr. Latimer, Mrs.
Sykes, Mr. Horsford, Ms. Randall, Ms. Clark
of Massachusetts, Ms. Ross, Ms. Wasserman
Schultz, Mr. Beyer, Ms. Escobar, Mr.
Subramanyam, Mr. Tonko, Ms. Underwood,
Mr. Amo, Mr. Thanedar, Ms. Castor of Flor-
ida, Mrs. McBath, Ms. Bonamici, Ms. Moore
of Wisconsin, Mr. Lynch, Mrs. Fletcher, Mr.
Davis of Illinois, Mr. Figures, Mrs. Watson
Coleman, Mr. Carson, Mr. Evans of Pennsyl-
vania, Ms. Salazar, Mr. Menendez, Mr. Ken-
nedy of New York, Ms. Morrison, Mr. Carter
of Louisiana, Mr. Keating, Ms. Kaptur, Ms.
Wilson of Florida, Ms. Rivas, Mr. McGarvey,
Mr. Raskin, Ms. DeLauro, Mr. Thompson of
Mississippi, Mr. Auchincloss, Mr. Ivey, Ms.
Sewell, Ms. Pelosi, Mr. Landsman, Ms.
DelBene, Mr. Gomez, Mr. Suozzi, Ms. Craig,
Mr. Magaziner, Ms. Pettersen, Mr. Neal, Mr.
Cisneros, Ms. Elfreth, Mr. Bishop, Ms.
Houlahan, Ms. Scholten, Mr. Liccardo, Ms.
Jayapal, Mr. Garcla of Illinois, Ms. Meng,
Ms. Kamlager-Dove, Ms. Friedman, Mr. Pal-
lone, Mr. Clyburn, Mr. Moskowitz, Mrs.
Torres of California, Ms. Salinas, Ms. Pin-
gree, Mrs. Grijalva, Ms. Lee of Nevada, Mr.
Torres of New York, Ms. DeGette, Mr.
Espaillat, Ms. Kelly of Illinois, Ms. McCol-
lum, Mr. Mrvan, Ms. Dean of Pennsylvania,
Mr. Fields, Mr. Bell, Ms. Johnson of Texas,
Ms. Strickland, Mr. Menefee, Mr. Cohen, Ms.
Dexter, Mr. Jackson of Illinois, Mr. Scott of
Virginia, Mrs. Dingell, Ms. Omar, and Mr.
Stanton.
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The Senate met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the President pro
tempore (Mr. GRASSLEY).

———

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Eternal God, we come to You for pro-
tection, mercy, and love. You have
been our shelter through the storms of
life, and Your wisdom has been our
shield from seen and unseen dangers.
Thank You for being a helper for the
helpless, placing us beyond the reach of
the enemies of freedom.

Bless our lawmakers as they remem-
ber that each day has enough trouble
of its own. Give them the wisdom to
live in day-tight compartments, to
trust You to be their guide, and to
place all of their tomorrows in Your
mighty hands.

Strengthen us all to lift downcast
lives, grieving spirits, and hopeless
hearts.

We pray in Your matchless Name.
Amen.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
The President pro tempore led the
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
MULLIN). Under the previous order, the
leadership time is reserved.

————

CONCLUSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Morning
business is closed.

Senate

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will pro-
ceed to executive session and resume
consideration of the following nomina-
tion, which the clerk will read.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of Brian Charles
Lea, of Tennessee, to be United States
District Judge for the Western District
of Tennessee.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
great Senator from Iowa.

NORTH AMERICAN UNITED STATES-MEXICO-

CANADA AGREEMENT

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, this
year marks 6 years since the President
and Congress approved the North
American U.S.-Mexico-Canada Agree-
ment—USMCA for short. It is also the
year that the three countries will re-
view the agreement and decide on its
future. That 6-year review is part of
the agreement itself, so it must be
done. So I would like to review the
USMCA’s impact in the first 6 years.

The agreement has really enhanced
U.S. exports, so President Trump has
hailed the trade deal as ‘‘a colossal vic-
tory for [Iowa] farmers, ranchers, en-
ergy workers, factory workers, and
American workers in all 50 states.”

What President Trump said there was
100 percent on target when he made
that statement about the value of the
USMCA to the U.S. economy.

Since 2019, U.S. agriculture exports
have increased by almost $35 billion,
and nearly half of that $35 billion was
from just two countries—Canada and
Mexico.

After 10 years of relative stagnation
before the agreement, U.S. agriculture
exports to Mexico shot up by $11 billion
between 2019 and 2024 to over a total of
$30 billion. Today, Mexico is the No. 1
market for U.S. corn, and around one-
third of all U.S. agriculture exports go
to either Canada or Mexico.

The

Remember I said Mexico is the No. 1
market for U.S. corn? Iowa, my State,
is the No. 1 producer of corn, so you
know how that benefits the farmers of
Iowa.

To summarize, the U.S. agriculture
exports pie has gotten bigger, and the
biggest slices have been for Canada and
Mexico because of the USMCA. This
means bringing home more bacon for
Iowa farmers. When I mention bacon,
Iowa is also the No. 1 pork producer of
the 50 States.

So what I have just said to you is
why it is necessary to continue the
great economic environment that the
USMCA has produced for the United
States. In other words, it is a no-
brainer to get the USMCA extended
and get it done very, very soon.

President Trump needs to speak
forcefully about the success of the
USMCA, along the same lines of the
quote that I gave you earlier in my
speech. We know it is his strong posi-
tion; it should be easy to restate that
to everybody. His positive words will
take the uncertainty out of whether
this agreement will be extended, and if
it is not extended, there will be great
economic loss to the United States.
Uncertainty doesn’t help anybody’s
economy. Such uncertainty is holding
back our economic growth.

I yield the floor.

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY LEADER

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader is recognized.

APPROPRIATIONS

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, we have 1
week and 1 day left to pass the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security appropria-
tions bill. Democrats demanded a tight
timeline for the DHS continuing reso-
lution. Republicans warned Democrats
repeatedly that such a short timeline
would be challenging, if not impossible,
but to prevent Democrats from shut-
ting down a big part of the government
and denying paychecks to soldiers and
Federal workers, we ultimately gave it
to them.

® This “bullet” symbol identifies statements or insertions which are not spoken by a Member of the Senate on the floor.
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Now the onus is on Democrats to ne-
gotiate in good faith and reach an
agreement quickly. Notice I said ‘‘ne-
gotiate.” This is not a blank-check sit-
uation where Republicans just agree to
a list of Democrat demands.

Democrats had previously agreed to a
Homeland Security appropriations bill
which included additional money for
body cameras as well as deescalation
training for Immigration and Customs
Enforcement officers and additional
oversight of funds that have already
been appropriated to DHS. Those were
all things that were agreed upon when
that bill was initially negotiated and
supported by Democrats in the House
and Senate.

Well, now they have reopened nego-
tiations, and that means taking up
ideas and priorities from both sides. We
need to have a serious discussion about
the climate of harassment—and
worse—that law enforcement officers
have been facing for simply trying to
do their jobs.

We also need to address the issue of
cooperation between local and Federal
law enforcement. Too many jurisdic-
tions prohibit local law enforcement
from cooperating with Immigration
and Customs Enforcement, a situation
that makes things more dangerous for
everyone.

The President’s border czar Tom
Homan yesterday announced that the
Department of Homeland Security will
be withdrawing 700 Federal agents from
Minnesota, in large part, because of co-
operation from local law enforcement.
So I hope my Democrat colleagues are
ready to have some conversations with
the White House about these and other
issues.

The White House has demonstrated
that it is taking things seriously, and
it has already resulted in body cams
for all officers deployed to Minneapolis
and, as I said, the drawdown of Federal
agents thanks to the increased co-
operation with local law enforcement
that Tom Homan has facilitated.

I want to see my Democrat col-
leagues take things seriously as well. 1
would also like to remind Democrats
that they are putting funding for some
critical Federal Agencies in jeopardy.
TSA, the Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency, the Coast Guard, the Se-
cret Service, the Federal Law Enforce-
ment Training Center are all funded by
the DHS appropriations bill.

I think all Americans remember the
travel disaster Democrats created by
shutting down the government for 43
days last fall. Should Democrats fail to
agree to a DHS funding bill and shut
down the TSA as a result, there is a
very good chance we could see more
travel problems. I would also like to re-
mind my Democrat colleagues that the
only way to get any reforms at ICE is
to agree to a bill. A CR would not in-
clude any of the reforms already in-
cluded, as I said earlier, in the DHS
bill, which they helped negotiate and
supported before they changed their
mind and didn’t support it.
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And a CR certainly wouldn’t include
any new reforms. The Democrat leader
was complaining about the announce-
ment about body cams for Federal offi-
cers in Minneapolis, asking why it
wasn’t for the whole country. Well, I
would like to remind him that the DHS
bill we negotiated already includes
money for additional body cams—
somewhere on the order of $20 million
for additional body cameras.

The Democrat leader also complained
he doesn’t trust the administration’s
reforms and that we need a law. Well,
getting a law is well within the Demo-
crats’ power, but, again, Democrats
have to be willing to actually reach an
agreement.

If they are coming to the table de-
manding a blank check or refusing to
consider any measures but their own,
they are likely to end up with nothing,
which is fine if Democrats just want a
political issue.

But if they actually want to do some-
thing, then, again, they are going to
have to be willing to reach agreement
with the White House on a final bill.
One week and one day more, that is the
timeline that the Democrats de-
manded, and I say ‘‘demanded’ and ac-
tually got. They were granted.

After having negotiated a six-bill
package, which included the DHS ap-
propriations bill, they decided, no, we
are not going to do that. People want
to blame the White House. They want
to blame Republicans. Republicans had
nothing to do with that. It passed the
House, the six-bill package, including
the DHS appropriations bill, with 341
votes in the U.S. House of Representa-
tives. Almost 80 percent of the entire
House had cleared the DHS appropria-
tions bill that was included in the
package that the Senate was going to
vote on that the House had already
passed.

And then it came over here, and the
Democrats decided to blow it up. All of
a sudden, the bill that they helped ne-
gotiate and write and be a part of,
which included all the reforms that I
mentioned—deescalation training,
body cameras—all those things were
included in the bill that they said they
didn’t then want to pass.

So they wanted a separate discussion
about those issues and demanded that
if we didn’t give them that, they
weren’t going to vote for the package.

And so they got what they wanted.
And then we had a debate about how
long should the CR go for to allow the
sides to come together behind an agree-
ment. And I suggested—our side sug-
gested—that perhaps 6 weeks would be
a sufficient amount of time to have an
earnest negotiation with all the parties
at the table and then time to execute
actually passing whatever is agreed
upon across the floor of the House and
the Senate and getting it on the Presi-
dent’s desk.

The Democrats demanded a 2-week
CR or they wouldn’t vote for the pack-
age. And so they got what they wanted,
which is a 2-week continuing resolu-
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tion to fund the Department of Home-
land Security and the other things I
mentioned—FEMA, TSA, Coast Guard,
all those things—for 2 weeks. And yet
they haven’t appeared yet to want to
negotiate on all the things that they
are demanding.

They put out a list of demands yes-
terday. Our team, our folks, have tried
to get with them to sit down at the
table and with the White House to
reach an agreement that would enable
the Department of Homeland Security
appropriations bill to actually be
passed here in the Senate and the
House and sent to the President. But
that is not, right now, even in the
realm of possibility because they are
not engaging.

We have got a now 1 week and 1 day
timeline in which to do this, which is
entirely unrealistic and a Democrat
Party, both in the House and the Sen-
ate, which seems a lot less interested
in getting a solution to this than they
do in having a political issue.

If, for some reason, the Department
of Homeland Security ends up in a
shutdown, it is going to be totally on
them. They will own it. We have tried
repeatedly, they have agreed repeat-
edly, before they decided not to agree
and to demand something else, which
they also got. But as of right now, we
aren’t anywhere close to having any
sort of an agreement that would enable
us to fund the Department of Home-
land Security, and so I would hope that
the Democrats will come to the table.

The timeline that they asked for has
been granted, and I hope that they are
finally ready to get this done. It is im-
portant for the American people. All of
these Agencies, the Federal Emergency
Management Agency, which oversees
disasters in this country—we have a
number of weather-related disasters in
this country that are going to require
the able attention of FEMA—a lot of
important Agencies that won’t get
funded if they remain in this posture of
resisting anything that doesn’t give
them all of their demands.

But worse yet, not only insisting on
all the demands, most of which are, as
they know, very unrealistic and
unserious, but perhaps even more im-
portant than that, at least as of right
now, they are not willing to engage in
a negotiation and discussion to try and
reach a result.

I hope that changes. I want to get
this done. We want to get this done. I
hope that there are Democrats who
also want to get this done, and I know
the President of the United States is
prepared to sign a bill once these nego-
tiations get underway and reach an
agreement.

I yield the floor.

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY LEADER

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
Democratic leader is recognized.

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, for
months—for months—Americans have
watched in horror as ICE agents have
stopped acting like law enforcement
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and started terrorizing communities
across the country. In cities like Min-
neapolis, Chicago, Phoenix, and else-
where, Federal agents have been run-
ning around with no identification,
barging into homes without warrants,
arresting people without due process,
using force in ways that violate peo-
ple’s constitutional rights. On two oc-
casions, American citizens were exe-
cuted in broad daylight. No other po-
lice department in America—no city
police, no sheriffs, no State police, or
until recently, no Federal police—
would tolerate this Kkind of unre-
strained barbarity.

The American people are reacting.
They are appalled. The data shows
that, overwhelmingly, even Repub-
licans—non-MAGA Republicans in par-
ticular—are really upset about these
violations of rights. They look at the
pictures on TV, and they say: This is
not America. This is not America.

Well, Donald Trump is realizing that
Americans are turning against him on
this issue. And it is not an immigra-
tion issue; it is a public safety issue,
and the Republicans are on the wrong
side of public safety right now. In fact,
they are defending using tax dollars to
create chaos in our cities instead of
using those dollars to reduce costs of
healthcare.

Well, Donald Trump is getting it. He
called me last week because he didn’t
want to have the six bills tied together.
He knew Homeland Security was much
more of a problem.

And yesterday, in an interview,
Trump said: “‘[M]aybe we can use a lit-
tle bit of a softer touch’ when it comes
to ICE’s tactics.

Well, President Trump, if you want a
softer touch, then the right answer is
to lean on Republican leaders in Con-
gress to pass the proposals Democrats
have put together. Frankly, Repub-
lican leaders can’t get it done without
you, President Trump, because they
are too scared and too gripped by the
extreme right to do anything without
your backing.

Their immediate rejection of the
Democrats’ reasonable, commonsense
proposals was totally predictable be-
cause the Republican leaders don’t
want ICE to have any accountability—
totally adverse to what Americans be-
lieve and want.

Passing legislation along the lines
that Democrats have proposed is the
right thing to do. Americans already
support our ideas. They are not ex-
treme. They mirror the same standards
that law enforcement around the coun-
try already follows.

The change, of course, will require
legislation or the public won’t buy it,
and legislation will require Donald
Trump to push the Republicans into
action.

Leader JEFFRIES and I are ready to
negotiate. Yesterday, we formally
shared our specific demands with Re-
publican leadership about what must
happen to rein in ICE and stop the vio-
lence.
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And Democrats in the House and
Senate are on the same exact page
about what needs to be done to rein in
ICE, end the violence. What must we
do? We must see the end of roving pa-
trols. People can’t just be picked up on
the street and thrown into some dark
place with no explanation as to why
with no warrant. You can’t barge into
someone’s home without a warrant.
That is what we are saying.

We need reasonable use-of-force poli-
cies like States do. Every State has
good rules for their police, for their
sheriffs. Why should ICE be the only
exception? Why should they be allowed
to continue to terrorize our cities?

And, of course, we must have no se-
cret police with masks off and cameras
on. Speaker JOHNSON—he says that is
wrong.

Why? Explain it. Every local commu-
nity—I am sure the communities down
in Louisiana, the sheriffs and State po-
lice, have full identification of police
officers.

Yes, there is a problem with doxing,
and that can easily be dealt with in the
rare moment it happens. That doesn’t
require all masks stay on. Everyone
knows that. These are just excuses be-
cause they are afraid of the rightwing
who believe in this horrible stuff.

We also make clear that certain
places like schools and churches and
election places should be off limits.

We make it clear that American citi-
zens cannot be arrested and detained
without due process.

Republicans, Leader THUNE, Leader
JOHNSON, explain why you think it is
OK for American citizens to be arrested
and detained without any due process.
Explain it.

Just like you have to explain why
you want to keep the masks on. Just
like you ought to explain why people
can be arrested without warrants. Ex-
plain it: Why?

But, instead, just a quick, immediate
dismissal because you are afraid to ne-
gotiate.

Our demands are not crazy demands.
It is the kind of stuff that applies to
police departments everywhere. We are
not going out on a limb saying Federal
officers should have identification.

We know what we are talking about
when we say that the Fourth Amend-
ment, which protects against unreason-
able search and seizure, should be
obeyed. This is middle school civics
class stuff we are dealing with here.

So I am just astounded to hear Re-
publicans like JOHNSON and Republican
Senators, some of them, say our pro-
posals are somehow political or non-
starters.

Political? Republicans think it is po-
litical and nonstarters to say police
should identify themselves? Explain
that to America.

It is not political. It is the Constitu-
tion, and it is the moral and right
thing to do in a democratic country. It
is about people’s basic rights. It is
about people’s safety.

If Republicans don’t like our pro-
posals, pouting is not going to make
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the chaos in the streets go away. The
Republicans need to explain why to the
American people. Let me say it again:
If Republicans don’t like our proposals,
pouting is not enough. They need to ex-
plain why to the American people—be-
cause they don’t have a good expla-
nation. They are just afraid of the
rightwing, some of those crazies on the
right who actually do want to rip up
the Constitution.

The truth is Republicans cannot ex-
plain why our ideas are extreme be-
cause they know deep down that what
ICE is doing is indefensible, so they are
stuck.

If Republicans think it is political or
extreme to say ICE agents ought to
identify themselves, again, explain why
to the American people.

JOHNSON, explain why it is OK to do
it in Louisiana but it is not OK to do it
here, to have police identify them-
selves.

If Republicans think it is political or
extreme to say it is wrong for ICE
agents to raid churches and schools
and hospitals—oftentimes with no war-
rant and no cooperation with local po-
lice—they should explain why.

If Republicans think the status quo
with ICE is OK, they should back it up
and say so to the American people.

Now, most Americans, we Democrats,
support law enforcement. We support
our police. They have hard jobs. They
put their lives on the line every day to
keep us safe. What Americans don’t
support are the kind of abuses ICE is
committing with impunity across com-
munities, and police officers don’t like
it either. It gives them a bad name.

ICE’s behavior is not law enforce-
ment; it is thuggery. ICE’s behavior is
not law enforcement; it is thuggery. It
puts people in danger.

President Trump knows things have
to change. He should lean on Repub-
licans in Congress to work with Demo-
crats and deliver. This is a gut-check
moment for Congress. Americans ex-
pect nothing short of real, meaningful,
commonsense legislation. Americans
expect us to rein in ICE and end the vi-
olence, which we can do right here, if
only the Republicans cooperate and do
the right thing.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

WAIVING QUORUM CALL

Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent to waive the man-
datory quorum call with respect to the
Olson nomination.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY

Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, last

night the minority leader came out
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with a list—a new list—of demands de-
signed to protect illegal immigrant
criminals. We just heard him speak
about it on the floor just a few minutes
ago. The minority leader has said that
he has 10 demands. Last week, he had
three. Now, he says he has 10. I read
the fine print. It looks to me that this
ballooning list is now up to 23 de-
mands. The minority leader just said
Republicans are calling the demands
political. I see them as radical and ex-
treme. This is about funding the De-
partment of Homeland Security for our
Nation, keeping our Nation safe.

The minority leader said Republicans
can’t explain why their demands are
extreme. I can tell you why they are
extreme. They prioritize the safety of
illegal immigrant criminals over the
safety and security of the American
people. I would think the majority of
Americans would see that as extreme
and dangerous.

Now, the minority leader might
think that he has leverage to defund
law enforcement. He is wrong. Border
Patrol is funded. Immigration and Cus-
toms Enforcement is funded.

To me, what is reckless here, from
this far-left wish list, is it is closing
the Federal Emergency Management
Agency—-closing them down—the Coast
Guard working without pay, TSA
agents working without pay, making
our Nation more vulnerable to cyber
attacks. Those are all things that are
funded by the Department of Homeland
Security. So that is why I tell you that
these demands are radical.

It is the demand to change the rules
regarding immigration enforcement
warrants. And that is a big part of
what they are talking about. When
Democrats say they want to ‘“‘improve
warrant procedures and standards,” it
sounds nice. I am not a lawyer. You
study it, you look into it, because you
hear the Democrats use that phrase a
lot. What Democrats won’t tell you is
the people that benefit from that are
criminals.

Here is what this Democrat demand
actually does. I will tell you because
Senator SCHUMER refuses to tell us
what it does. It ends immigration en-
forcement—ends it. Immigration and
Customs Enforcement is forced to use
what are called judicial warrants. For
each and every immigration arrest,
America will become a sanctuary coun-
try, not just a bunch of sanctuary cit-
ies in different States—no, an entire
sanctuary country. That is what they
are pushing for, and that is their goal,
and it is a destructive goal for our Na-
tion.

Democrats want to abolish ICE. You
have even the signs being carried in the
streets. They want to abolish borders.
They want to turn America into a
sanctuary country for illegal immi-
grants and, specifically, for illegal im-
migrant criminals who Joe Biden let
flush into this country all the way
through 4 years—10,000 a day, illegal
immigrants coming into the Nation. If
Democrats had their way, removing il-
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legal immigrants from our commu-
nities, from our streets would be nearly
impossible.

Today, more than 1 million illegal
immigrants have received, from the
courts, a final court order for removal.
Democrats want every single one of
them to stay in our communities, to
stay on our streets and in our neigh-
borhoods, all across the country for-
ever.

If you have a final removal order,
you have already gone before an immi-
gration judge. You presented your case.
You received due process. You ex-
hausted every possible appeal. After a
fair and thorough process, a judge has
affirmed you may not stay in this
country any longer—finished. It is time
for you to go. It is the law.

Federal immigration officials have
used administrative warrants for dec-
ades. Federal law provides for them.
The Supreme Court upheld their con-
stitutionality in 1960. We are talking 65
yvears ago. Federal circuit courts have
reaffirmed their use in decade after
decade after decade. Senate Democrats
want to overturn long-term constitu-
tional precedent. Why? Because Demo-
crats seek to dismantle immigration
enforcement completely.

The Democrat demand is not a minor
adjustment. If Democrats have their
way, it will lead to fewer arrests, fewer
removals, and lead to more illegal im-
migrant criminals released onto the
streets in our communities and our
neighborhoods. That is what this is
about.

The Senate should be very clear-eyed
about the Democrats’ goals and the
dangerous consequences of the de-
mands that are being made by Senator
SCHUMER and the Democrats just to
fund the Department of Homeland Se-
curity, something that we had agreed
to do in the weeks prior to their deci-
sion, a week ago, to just say no. They
said: No, we are done.

Joe Biden and the Democrats spent 4
years ignoring our Nation’s immigra-
tion laws. They are the party of wide-
open borders. They have been. They
have proven it. They brought back
catch-and-release. They abused parole
powers, and they demonized law en-
forcement. They demonize the very
men and women who devote their lives
and commit their careers to keeping
our Nation safe. As a result, 10 million
illegal immigrants flooded into the
country, and our communities became
less safe because Democrats refused to
enforce the law.

In Georgia, Laken Riley, a 22-year-
old nursing student, was murdered by
an illegal immigrant. Her Killer
crossed into this country illegally in
2022. The Biden administration released
that killer into our country instead of
removing him. Before he killed Laken
Riley, he was arrested in New York
City for child endangerment—some-
body arrested in New York City for en-
dangering a child. Despite his crime,
what happens in New York City? He
was released. Why? Because New York
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City is a sanctuary city. Now, the Gov-
ernor there wants to make it a sanc-
tuary State.

Had her Kkiller been in custody,
Laken Riley would still be alive today.
She would have finished her nursing
training and be taking care of patients
in her community.

In North Carolina, two teenagers
were killed by an illegal immigrant in
a deadly car crash. The killer was driv-
ing drunk. His criminal record before
the incident was lengthy—a lengthy
criminal record. Yet before the crash,
his other charges were dismissed by
sanctuary cities.

North Carolina’s legislature passed
multiple bills to require local police to
get illegal immigrant criminals off the
streets. So what happened? Well, North
Carolina’s pro-crime Democrat Gov-
ernor, named Roy Cooper, vetoed them
all. So criminals are back on the
streets thanks to a North Carolina pro-
crime Democrat Governor named Roy
Cooper—three vetoes by Roy Cooper,
Democrat Governor of North Carolina,
allowing illegal immigrant criminals
to roam freely. And because of Gov-
ernor Cooper’s reckless vetoes, parents
had to bury their teenage children.

Tragedies like this remind us that we
all pay the price when liberal politi-
cians favor illegal immigrant criminals
over the safety of American citizens.
That is exactly why Republicans
passed the Laken Riley Act. Because of
that law, the Department of Homeland
Security has detained an additional
20,000 illegal immigrants who otherwise
would have been released back into our
communities.

When it comes to public safety,
Democrats continue to fail the Amer-
ican people. Senate Republicans will
not accept changes that make our com-
munities less safe. When I read Senator
SCHUMER’s list of the 23 demands—he
may call it 10; it started as 3—these are
things that will make our communities
less safe. Republicans are going to con-
tinue to stand on the side of safer and
more secure communities.

WINTER OLYMPICS

Mr. President, on a separate matter,
tomorrow, in Milan, Italy, the 2026
Winter Olympics officially begins.

Wyoming is once again helping to
lead Team USA to the top of the moun-
tain, literally. Three extraordinary
Wyoming women are competing on the
world’s biggest stage. They are Jaelin
Kauf, Breezy Johnson, and Anna Gib-
son.

Jaelin Kauf is from Alta, WY, and is
competing in her third Olympic Games.
Skiing runs in her family. Both of her
parents were professional mogul skiers.
Wyoming was thrilled, but not at all
surprised, when she took home the sil-
ver medal at the 2022 Games. This year,
she is going for gold, and she is com-
peting in the single and dual moguls,
which is a new Olympic sport, making
its debut this year.

Breezy Johnson of Jackson Hole, WY,
is competing in her second Winter
Olympics. The 2026 Olympics mark
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Breezy’s return to alpine skiing. She
had to withdraw from the 2022 Games
after tearing her anterior cruciate liga-
ment and meniscus. Known for her
speed, she embodies the relentless
drive of a champion and the ability to
overcome adversity.

Anna Gibson from Jackson Hole, WY,
will compete in ski mountaineering.
Both Anna and ski mountaineering are
making their Olympic debuts. In this
event, athletes ski up a steep mountain
before skiing back down the mountain.
It is a grueling test of strength, endur-
ance, and willpower.

As a decorated cross-country runner,
which is going to get her up the moun-
tain, and Nordic skier, which will get
her down the mountain, Anna is made
for this challenge.

My home State of Wyoming will be
cheering on each and every one of these
three incredible women, and we will be
watching them with pride.

Few athletes ever know the honor of
representing Team USA. Fewer still
will be able to stand on the Olympic
podium when the ‘“Star-Spangled Ban-
ner’’ plays.

These three Wyoming women are
part of a very elite group. They remind
us of the greatness that comes from
the courage and from the determina-
tion and from the willingness to chase
something extraordinary.

I know all of America wishes the
very, very best for Team USA in the
days and weeks ahead.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Iowa.

TRIBUTE TO GENERAL JAMES J. MINGUS

Ms. ERNST. Mr. President, I rise
today to honor a fellow Iowan and an
exemplary leader, GEN James J.
Mingus, upon his retirement from the
U.S. Army after more than four dec-
ades of distinguished service to our Na-
tion.

Born in Spencer, IA, General Mingus
was instilled with strong midwestern
values of hard work, service, grit, and
teamwork.

Long before he wore four stars on his
shoulders, General Mingus took up the
call to service, in 1981, in the same way
that so many of us did. He enlisted in
the ITowa Army National Guard. It was
there that he learned the mundane
tasks of a young soldier, at that time—
shining black leather boots, making
sure your uniform was ready for those
weekend drills in a blustery cold Iowa.
But he also learned the more impactful
lessons in the National Guard, such as
leadership and teamwork and caring
for the brother to the left and right of
you. His focus, even as a young soldier,
was always on people.

In 1985, he earned his commission in
Field Artillery at the Winona State
University Reserve Officers’ Training
Corps. When he entered Active Duty, 2
years later, he transitioned to the In-
fantry.

From the outset, General Mingus’
trajectory took him through some of
the Army’s most demanding assign-
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ments. He commanded and served in
positions that required courage, initia-
tive, and an unwavering sense of duty.
Those early assignments prepared him
for service in the 75th Ranger Regi-
ment, where he served as an operations
officer and later commanded the 4th
Ranger Training Battalion, helping to
shape the Army’s toughest trainees
into elite warriors.

Throughout his career, General
Mingus was repeatedly entrusted with
greater responsibility. This was a re-
flection of the confidence placed in him
by soldiers and senior leaders alike.
Over the course of his career, General
Mingus deployed not once, not twice—
nope—not 5 times, not even 10. General
Mingus deployed 12 times to Iraq and
Afghanistan, repeatedly placing him-
self along soldiers in harm’s way and
earning the enduring respect of those
whom he led.

He went on to serve in key staff roles
at U.S. Central Command and the
Joint Special Operations Command,
where his strategic insight helped to
guide complex and high-risk missions.

In August 2018, General Mingus as-
sumed command of the 82nd Airborne
Division at Fort Bragg—one of the
Army’s most storied divisions.
Through these experiences and as a tes-
tament to his dedication and leader-
ship, he was selected to serve as the
39th Vice Chief of Staff of the U.S.
Army and was promoted to the rank of
four-star general. In that role, he has
served as the Army’s second highest
ranking officer, helping to oversee the
readiness, modernization, and the stra-
tegic direction of our Nation’s land
forces.

But beyond rank and assignments,
those who have served under him will
tell you that General Mingus’ greatest
legacy is his focus on people—on sol-

diers and their families, on
mentorship—and on ensuring that the
Army remains lethal, ready, and

grounded in its core values. His jour-
ney from an enlisted Iowa Army Na-
tional Guardsman to Vice Chief of
Staff of the Army is a powerful exam-
ple for every young man or woman of
how great our American opportunity
is.

On behalf of a grateful nation, I ex-
tend my deepest thanks to GEN James
J. Mingus for his extraordinary service
and sacrifice.

I also have a profound appreciation
for Amy, his wife, who has such a tre-
mendous and beautiful spirit, and for
their family, whose support made this
remarkable career possible.

As he moves into his next chapter,
his legacy will endure in the strength
of the U.S. Army and in the countless
soldiers who are better leaders and bet-
ter Americans because they served
alongside him and under him.

God bless you, GEN Jay Mingus, and
thank you for your service and sac-
rifice to our great U.S. Army and to
our great United States of America.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER
SHEEHY). The Democratic leader.

(Mr.
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UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUEST—S. RES. 597

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, 2
months ago, nearly every single Mem-
ber of the House and Senate voted to
pass a very simple bill with a very sim-
ple message: release the Epstein files.
The legal deadline to release the files
was December 19—nearly 50 days ago—
and the American people are still wait-
ing for the truth to come out. The De-
cember 19 deadline was not a rec-
ommendation; it wasn’t a suggestion.
Releasing the Epstein files is the law, a
law that every single Member of this
Chamber—Democrat, Republican, Inde-
pendent—supported as well as every
Member of the House, save one.

So where are we today, 50 days past
the deadline?

At best, according to the Department
of Justice’s own admissions, maybe
half of all of the available Epstein files
have been released. That means mil-
lions of documents which contain the
names of coconspirators: financial
records, travel logs, letters, emails.
The public deserves to see those docu-
ments, but the heinous crimes of Jef-
frey Epstein and his coconspirators re-
main shrouded in darkness. These are
things the public deserves to see, but
they are shrouded in darkness, and
whatever materials have been released
have often been redacted to an absurd
degree. Hundreds of pages have been
blotted out to the point that it is just
a wall of black ink. That is it—a wall
of black ink. Look at this: There are
hundreds of pages that look just like
this. This is not transparency. This is
not what the law requires. This is a
mockery of the truth and an insult to
the survivors.

What makes this all the more sick-
ening is that, in over 1,000 instances,
the Justice Department failed to follow
the law and leaked the identities of
over 100 victims. But do you know
whom the Justice Department did seem
to protect? Epstein’s coconspirators.
Do you know whom else the Justice
Department seemed to protect? Donald
Trump. What is Pam Bondi trying to
hide?

Enough is enough. Today, I come to
the floor to seek unanimous agreement
of a resolution directing the Senate to
sue the Trump administration for vio-
lating the Epstein Files Transparency
Act. Fifteen of my Democratic col-
leagues have joined in cosponsoring
this resolution, and I thank every sin-
gle one of them for standing firm.

I urge my Republican colleagues not
to stand in the way today. It is the
height of absurdity for Republicans to
have supported the Epstein Files
Transparency Act but to then go ahead
and object to enforcing it—what hypoc-
risy. Objecting today would completely
cancel out the whole point of Repub-
licans’ supporting the law in the first
place.

Finally, the people who have lost the
most and who have suffered the most
are Jeffrey Epstein’s victims. With me,
I have a letter from about 20 of the vic-
tims, explaining how reckless and dan-
gerous it was for the DOJ to carelessly
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release the victims’ information while
going to great lengths to redact the
names of the coconspirators.

So I ask unanimous consent that this
letter from Jeffrey Epstein’s survivors,
detailing the grave harms of the DOJ’s
careless release of victims’ identities,
be printed in the CONGRESSIONAL
RECORD.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

EPSTEIN SURVIVORS ISSUE JOINT STATEMENT
CONDEMNING DOJ’s INCOMPLETE EPSTEIN
FILES RELEASE

““This latest release of Jeffrey Epstein files
is being sold as transparency, but what it ac-
tually does is expose survivors. Once again,
survivors are having their names and identi-
fying information exposed, while the men
who abused us remain hidden and protected.
That is outrageous. As survivors, we should
never be the ones named, scrutinized, and re-
traumatized while Epstein’s enablers con-
tinue to benefit from secrecy. This is a be-
trayal of the very people this process is sup-
posed to serve.

Virginia Roberts Giuffre alone reported
many abusers connected to Epstein’s net-
work, yet the public still does not have the
full truth about who enabled him, who par-
ticipated in his exploitation, and who has
been shielded for years. Hundreds of women
have come forward with additional reports
like hers. The scale of this failure is stag-
gering and indefensible.

The Justice Department cannot claim it is
finished releasing files until every legally re-
quired document is released and every abuser
and enabler is fully exposed. We need to hear
directly from Attorney General Pam Bondi
when she appears before the House Judiciary
Committee on February 11. Survivors de-
serve answers, and the public deserves the
truth.

This is not over. We will not stop until the
truth is fully revealed and every perpetrator
is finally held accountable. As we have al-
ways said, this is not about politics. We hope
Democrats and Republicans will stand with
survivors in continuing to demand the full
release of the Epstein files.

We look forward to hearing from Attorney
General Pam Bondi on February 11.”

Annie Farmer

Ashley Rubright

AW

Danielle Bensky

Jane Doe

Jane Doe

JD

Jess Michaels

Lara Blume McGee

Liz Stein

Marijke Chartouni

Marina Lacerda

Rachel Benavidez

Sky & Amanda Roberts

Sharlene Rochard

Teresa J. Helm

Wendy Pesante

Mr. SCHUMER. Enough is enough.
Congress spoke with one voice when it
passed the Epstein Files Transparency
Act. The deadline has long passed, and
the Trump Justice Department is still
breaking the law. Senate Democrats
are exhausting every possible avenue
to force the administration to do what
it is already legally required to do: re-
lease the complete files and deliver
transparency and justice, finally, to
Epstein’s victims. If the administra-
tion will not follow the law, which it
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isn’t, the Senate must act. No one, not
even the President, is above the law.

The question before Senate Repub-
licans, today, is simple: Will they en-
force the law that they helped to pass
or object and help keep the Epstein
files hidden?

So, as if in legislative session and
notwithstanding rule XXII, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate proceed
to the immediate consideration of S.
Res. 597; that the resolution be agreed
to; that the preamble be agreed to; and
that the motions to reconsider be con-
sidered made and laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

The majority whip.

Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, in re-
serving the right to object, this is an-
other reckless political stunt designed
to distract Americans from Democrats’
dangerous plan to shut down the De-
partment of Homeland Security. Now,
that is a move that is, No. 1, going to
delay the Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency preparedness the country
needs right now. No. 2, it is going to
disrupt air travel. No. 3, it is going to
degrade the Coast Guard’s ability to
interdict deadly drugs. No. 4, it is
going to make us more vulnerable to
cyber attacks.

Therefore, Mr. President, I object.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard.

The Senator from Oregon.

Mr. MERKLEY. Mr. President, I com-
pliment the minority leader for coming
forth and saying what the Senate has
agreed to do, which is to force the Ep-
stein files to be released, which must
be backed up by the force of law be-
cause we know that the administration
failed to release half of the paper-
work—some 3 million pages. We know
that they blocked out whole pages in
order to disguise, apparently, the pro-
tection of powerful men they don’t
want drawn into this discussion.

Then they proceeded to not redact
the names of victims, as the law re-
quired. Let us not forget what this en-
tire HEpstein scandal is about. It is
about powerful, wealthy men groom-
ing, abusing, and raping young women
and men. That is what it is about.

I cannot understand for the life of me
why the Republican leadership just ob-
jected for us to seek enforcement of the
law that we passed unanimously here.
Why is the Republican leadership pro-
tecting powerful men? Why are they
protecting the administration allowing
3 million pages to be held on to? Why
are they allowing page, after page,
after page to be blacked out to protect
those powerful men? Why will they not
respond to the fact that when these
files were released, they did exactly
the opposite of the law and failed to re-
dact information about the victims, re-
victimizing so many?

This is 1,000 percent unacceptable,
and it is unacceptable to our values as
a nation, our values which talk about
equal justice under law. That is why,
by unanimous consent, we said those

February 5, 2026

files must be released. But it is mean-
ingless if the administration simply
chooses not to comply and then my Re-
publican leadership colleagues proceed
to block the ability to enforce what the
Senate agreed to pursue: account-
ability, justice for the victims, trans-
parency over this horrific scandal.

Mr. President, I hope my Republican
colleagues will reconsider their objec-
tion because what they have just done
is wrong, morally wrong and wrong
under the values of equal justice under
law, wrong under the values of justice
for those who have been victimized,
wrong under the value of account-
ability for the perpetrators.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Texas.

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent to speak for up to
15 minutes prior to the scheduled roll-
call vote.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

NEW WORLD SCREWWORM

Mr. CORNYN. I would like to talk
about a topic that may seem irrelevant
to the average person at first glance,
but it actually affects all of us a great
deal more than we might imagine. A
tiny but vicious parasite known as the
New World screwworm is infecting cat-
tle across Mexico, and it is getting
closer and closer to the United States
by the minute. Of course, many know
that Texas ranks first in the Nation for
cattle production. We proudly rep-
resent nearly 15 percent of total cattle
production in the United States, gener-
ating more than $11 billion in cash re-
ceipts, so the Texas cattle industry is
obviously very concerned about the
spread of the New World screwworm.

This parasite lays its eggs in the
wounds of warmblooded animals, par-
ticularly livestock. The larvae burrows
into the openings creating infections
that, left untreated, can cause animals
to die within 1 week. We do not have
vaccinations, unfortunately, to prevent
screwworm infections. So outbreaks in
cattle herds require labor-intensive
daily inspections of livestock to make
sure they have not been infested.

Now, some may be wondering: That
sounds pretty horrific, but what does it
have to do with me? Well, the truth is,
this little pest, this vicious pest,
touches all of our lives one way or the
other. If the New World screwworm
spreads to Texas infecting cattle and
killing livestock, the already high
price of beef will continue to increase.
And, of course, as we are all focused on
kitchen table issues and affordability,
that is the last thing we need. That
means that anyone who enjoys a steak
or a hamburger will be staring at high-
er prices in their local restaurant or at
the drive-through at their favorite
fast-food chain or at the grocery store.
Anyone planning a nice Valentine’s
Day dinner in a few weeks should listen
up and perhaps budget accordingly.

Unfortunately, the New  World
screwworm is quickly spreading. Since
2023, there have been outbreaks of this
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deadly insect in Panama, Nicaragua,
Honduras, Guatemala, Belize, El Sal-
vador, and Costa Rica. Costa Rica de-
clared the New World screwworm a na-
tional emergency in 2024. That same
year, the fly made its way to Mexico
which, of course, given our proximity
to Mexico, has raised concerns among
Texas cattle ranchers that it may soon
make its way across the border and
lead to an outbreak in our State and
not stop there.

At the end of last year, a case of New
World screwworm was reported less
than 400 miles south of the U.S.-Mexico
border. Fortunately, President Trump
and U.S. Department of Agriculture
Secretary Brooke Rollins have made
defeating the New World screwworm a
priority. Our Federal Government’s re-
sponse to this threat spans multiple
avenues, including emergency response
plans, sterile fly production and dis-
persal levels, as well as targeted initia-
tives in surveillance and research. I
have been working closely with the
USDA and other stakeholders to pro-
mote these efforts, and I have intro-
duced legislation to authorize funding
to deal with these measures.

First of all, the USDA is partnering
with State and local governments to
ensure that the United States is pre-
pared for a potential outbreak. This
means working across Federal, State,
local, Tribal, and territorial agencies
to update emergency response plans,
ensuring that responders are trained
and ready.

They are also supporting hands-on
training and simulations at all levels
of government to practice rapid, co-
ordinated responses in the event of an
outbreak. They are ensuring that we
have effective treatments available for
both animals and humans so that vet-
erinarians and healthcare professionals
can act quickly, if necessary. This
parasite doesn’t just affect cattle. It af-
fects human beings, too, and it is a
horrific, horrific thing.

Secondly, USDA is investing signifi-
cantly in the renovation and construc-
tion of new sterile fly facilities in both
the United States and Mexico to stop
the screwworm. We know that the use
of sterile flies was effective during the
last outbreak of the New World
screwworm in North America, which
happened in the 1960s.

The sterile male fly mates with fe-
male flies who mate only once during
their lifetime, so by releasing large
numbers of sterile male flies, the popu-
lation can be stopped in its tracks.
This approach worked to eradicate
these deadly infestations in the ’60s,
and I am hopeful it will work again. I
am confident it will, once imple-
mented, now in the 2020s.

The USDA is investing $21 million to
help renovate and convert an existing
fruit fly facility in Metapa, Mexico.
Once complete, this facility is expected
to produce an additional 60 to 100 mil-
lion sterile flies per week. With contin-
ued support from technical experts at
USDA, Mexico expects production to
begin as early as the summer of 2026.
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Last November, the USDA opened a
sterile fly dispersal facility in Tam-
pico, Mexico. This facility allows
USDA to disperse sterile flies aerially
across northeastern Mexico, including
Nuevo Leon.

In addition to revamping and devel-
oping facilities in Mexico, the USDA is
also working to ensure that we have a
sterile fly facility here in the United
States. Planning is currently underway
with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
to construct a domestic sterile fly pro-
duction facility in south Texas. This
facility has a projected capacity of 300
million sterile flies per week. It will be
the only U.S.-based sterile fly produc-
tion facility and will work in tandem
with facilities in Panama and Mexico
to help eradicate this pest and protect
American agriculture.

But Secretary Rollins’ efforts
haven’t stopped there. USDA is also in-
vesting in surveillance capabilities to
try to monitor the spread, as well as
research to identify new solutions. The
USDA has deployed over 100 traps and
lures across high-risk areas in the bor-
der States and is leveraging thousands
of insect traps all along the southern
border. Tens of thousands of flies from
traps in all locations have been sub-
mitted to our National Veterinary
Services Laboratories for identifica-
tion, thankfully with zero New World
screwworm detections so far.

In Texas, the USDA examines all
wildlife for signs of an infection. To
date, more than 6,600 wild animals
across 28 species have been examined—
here again, thankfully, with no evi-
dence of New World screwworm found.

Finally, the USDA has announced a
New World Screwworm Grand Chal-
lenge, which will prevent the pest’s
northward spread and safeguard Amer-
ica’s food supply by investing in
projects that enhance sterile fly pro-
duction, develop new traps and lures,
and develop increased understanding of
potential treatments that could be
stockpiled and used here in the United
States, if necessary.

So while the New World screwworm
poses a direct threat to cattle ranch-
ers, for all of us who enjoy a good ham-
burger or steak, I think this should be
encouraging news. So the fly has yet to
land here in the United States, but it is
close, and we are taking active steps to
prevent its continued northward
spread.

I am confident that under Secretary
Rollins’ and President Trump’s leader-
ship, we will be prepared to meet this
nasty parasite if it arrives in the
United States. Texas cattle ranchers
and beef lovers alike can rest assured
knowing that Secretary Rollins and
President Trump and the U.S. Congress
are on the job.

I yield the floor.

NOMINATION OF BRIAN CHARLES LEA

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, today,
the Senate will vote to confirm Brian
Lea to the U.S. District Court for the
Western District of Tennessee.

Over the course of his legal career,
Mr. Lea has demonstrated his clear
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partisanship. In his current role with
the Justice Department, he has de-
fended the Trump administration
against several lawsuits challenging
the administration’s grant funding
policies. Federal courts have repeat-
edly found those policies to be arbi-
trary and capricious.

In private practice, Mr. Lea rep-
resented the Republican National Com-
mittee and defended tobacco compa-
nies. In addition, Mr. Lea lacks legal
experience in Tennessee. He was not li-
censed to practice in the State until
shortly before his nomination, and he
has never appeared in Tennessee State
or Federal court.

This nominee’s record reflects how
the Trump administration selects
nominees based on their perceived po-
litical loyalty—and how the adminis-
tration expects judicial nominees to
continue to support its actions if they
are confirmed to the Federal bench.

I oppose Mr. Lea’s nomination and
ask my colleagues to join me.

VOTE ON LEA NOMINATION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is, Will the Senate advise and
consent to the Lea nomination?

Ms. HASSAN. I ask for the yeas and
nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk called the roll.

Mr. BARRASSO. The following Sen-
ators are necessarily absent: the Sen-
ator from Idaho (Mr. CRAPO), the Sen-
ator from Kentucky (Mr. MCcCONNELL),
and the Senator from Kansas (Mr.
MORAN).

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from Hawaii (Ms. HIRONO) is
necessarily absent.

The result was announced—yeas 50,
nays 46, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 30 Ex.]

YEAS—50
Banks Graham Mullin
Barrasso Grassley Murkowski
Blackburn Hagerty Paul
Boozman Hawley Ricketts
Britt Hoeven Risch
Budd Husted Rounds
Capito Hyde-Smith Schmitt
Cassidy Johnson
Collins Justice :CM (FL)
cott (SC)
Cornyn Kennedy Sheehy
Cotton Lankford .
Cramer Lee Sullivan
Cruz Lummis T?‘{ne
Curtis Marshall Tillis
Daines McCormick Tuberville
Ernst Moody Wicker
Fischer Moreno Young
NAYS—46
Alsobrooks Hassan Padilla
Baldwin Heinrich Peters
Bennet Hickenlooper Reed
Blumenthal Kaine Rosen
Blunt Rochester  Kelly Sanders
Booker Kim Schatz
Cantwell King Schiff
Coons Klobuchar .
Cortez Masto Lujan Z(}zlhumm
aheen

Duckworth Markey B

. Slotkin
Durbin Merkley N
Fetterman Murphy Smith
Gallego Murray Van Hollen

Gillibrand Ossoff
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Warner Warren Whitehouse

Warnock Welch Wyden
NOT VOTING—4

Crapo McConnell

Hirono Moran

The nomination was confirmed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
HAGERTY). Under the previous order,
the motion to reconsider is considered
made and laid upon the table, and the
President will be immediately notified
of the Senate’s action.

CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the
Senate the pending cloture motion,
which the clerk will state.

The bill clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 613, Justin
R. Olson, of Indiana, to be United States Dis-
trict Judge for the Southern District of Indi-
ana.

John Thune, Markwayne Mullin, John R.
Curtis, Tim Sheehy, Joni Ernst, Pete
Ricketts, John Cornyn, Jim Banks,
Mike Rounds, Steve Daines, John Bar-
rasso, Mike Crapo, Kevin Cramer,
David McCormick, Jon A. Husted, Dan
Sullivan, Lindsey Graham.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum
call has been waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on the nomination
of Justin R. Olson, of Indiana, to be
United States District Judge for the
Southern District of Indiana, shall be
brought to a close?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.

The clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk called the roll.

Mr. BARRASSO. The following Sen-
ators are necessarily absent: the Sen-
ator from Kentucky (Mr. MCCONNELL)
and the Senator from Kansas (Mr.
MORAN).

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 51,
nays 47, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 31 Ex.]

YEAS—51
Banks Fischer Moreno
Barrasso Graham Mullin
Blackburn Grassley Murkowski
Boozman Hagerty Paul
Britt Hawley Ricketts
Budd Hoeven Risch
Capito Husted Rounds
Cassidy Hyde-Smith Schmitt
Collins Johnson Scott (FL)
Cornyn Justice Scott (SC)
Cotton Kennedy Sheehy
Cramer Lankford Sullivan
Crapo Lee Thune
Cruz Lummis Tillis
Curtis Marshall Tuberville
Daines McCormick Wicker
Ernst Moody Young

NAYS—47
Alsobrooks Cortez Masto Hickenlooper
Baldwin Duckworth Hirono
Bennet Durbin Kaine
Blumenthal Fetterman Kelly
Blunt Rochester  Gallego Kim
Booker Gillibrand King
Cantwell Hassan Klobuchar
Coons Heinrich Lujan
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Markey Rosen Van Hollen
Merkley Sanders Warner
Murphy Schatz Warnock
Murray Schiff Warren
Ossoff Schumer Welch
Padilla Shaheen Whitehouse
Peters Slotkin Wyden
Reed Smith

NOT VOTING—2
McConnell Moran

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this
vote, the yeas are 51, the nays are 47.

The motion is agreed to.

The motion was agreed to.

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will report the nomination.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of Justin R.
Olson, of Indiana, to be United States
District Judge for the Southern Dis-
trict of Indiana.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Mississippi.

VLADIMIR PUTIN

Mr. WICKER. Mr. President, this
month we will reach the fourth anni-
versary of Vladimir Putin’s
unprovoked and illegal invasion of
Ukraine.

As we all know, Vladimir Putin is a
war criminal, a KGB alumnus, an op-
pressor of the Russian people, and we
also are finding out more and more
that he is really bad at fighting a war.

For 4 years, Putin has insisted that
Russian victory is just around the cor-
ner. That is his dream, but it is a lie.
The facts show that Putin is nowhere
close to winning. Here are the facts:
During the year 2024, Russia captured
0.6 percent of Ukrainian territory. Last
year, it captured 0.8 percent. So 2 years
of massive, tragic bloodshed caused by
Vladimir Putin has resulted in 1.4 per-
cent of enemy territory taken.

So he is bad at tactics, he is bad at
strategy, but he sent millions of Rus-
sian men into battle in his unprovoked
and illegal invasion, inflicting 1.2 mil-
lion casualties on his own people, on
his own Russian people—1.2 million
Russian casualties. He may have at one
time been a successful KGB torturer,
but he is a failure at today’s attempt
to overrun his neighbor by force.

The Russian dictator is actually
breaking records for his inability to
achieve battlefield gains. Since 2024,
his most significant offensives have
scraped a meager 16 yards to 75 yards
of ground per day—Iless than the length
of a football field. This is among the
slowest military campaigns since
World War I. This would be embar-
rassing if it weren’t so tragic for the
civilized world and so tragic for the
Russian people, not to mention the
Ukrainian people.

Since Putin’s military campaign is
failing, he has now doubled down on his
attacks on civilians—unarmed -civil-
ians. As we all know, a bitter cold snap
has descended on Ukraine, and the ma-
niacal Vladimir Putin has turned this
winter into a weapon. He has system-
atically targeted energy sites, wiping
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out power and turning homes into
freezers. The results—specifically di-
rected at civilians, directed at mothers
and children—have been deadly. Putin
knows that he has failed to achieve his
objectives on the battlefield, so he con-
tinues trying to achieve it through ci-
vilian torture—even today.

Indeed, Putin has failed in his two
overriding goals. First of all, he has
not weakened NATO. Under Putin’s
watch, NATO has expanded and awak-
ened. Secondly, he has not brought
Ukraine into Russia’s orbit. Ukraine
and its people have overwhelmingly
moved philosophically further from
Russia and toward the civilized democ-
racies of this world.

Putin is failing, but he still peddles
the lie that Russian victory is right
around the corner. And some American
voices are repeating this misinforma-
tion. They are echoing this. And we
have heard this for years. Yet, in spite
of his years of failure, Vladimir Putin
persists for the moment in Kkilling
Ukrainians and causing the deaths of
Russians and his allies.

We must show him it is time to stop,
and that is what I am urging our gov-
ernment to do and this Senate to do.
The West should unite around security
guarantees and a framework for a just
end to this war.

NATO will continue purchasing
American-made weapons for Ukraine.
The United States can and should get
Ukraine more offensive and defensive
aerial capabilities. Congress should
take up the Russian sanctions bill. We
know it has overwhelming support on
this side of the aisle, on that side of
the aisle, and at the other end of the
building. What are we waiting for?
Let’s do it.

Secretary Hegseth and I have worked
together to expedite weapons develop-
ment. Already, we are seeing progress
there. This week, the U.S. Air Force
live-tested a new, low-cost, air-
launched cruise missile called ERAM,
and we did so just 16 months after the
initial contract—impressive. We can do
better than that, but that is impres-
sive. The missiles are now headed to
Ukraine. We continue to work to stand
up a pipeline of novel capabilities,
built by American industry and built
by American manufacturing workers,
with which we can arm our ally
Ukraine.

For years, the Russian military has
flung itself against the rock of a coun-
try it covets and a country it dwarfs in
size but moving more slowly than near-
ly any military in a century. We need
to show Vladimir Putin that it is time
to stop. We must not let him off the
mat. We must increase the pressure.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Massachusetts.

ADVANCED AI CHIPS

Ms. WARREN. Mr. President, I urge
the Senate to take up and pass S. Res.
598.

Last May, President Trump an-
nounced a deal to green-light several



February 5, 2026

billion dollars’ worth of advanced AI
chips to the United Arab Emirates. The
deal alarmed national security offi-
cials.

Why in the world was Donald Trump
rolling back critical national security
safeguards in order to hand over so-
phisticated U.S. technology to a coun-
try with a long history of helping
China acquire sensitive chips that it
needs for its military? Why in the
world was Donald Trump trying to ship
off our state-of-the-art chips to the
UAE—and China—when American
startups, American universities, and
American small businesses needed
them here at home?

Well, now we know. Now we Kknow
that the UAE greased the skids months
earlier when it secretly agreed to pour
hundreds of millions of dollars into a
Trump family crypto venture just 4
days before President Trump’s inau-
guration. Now we know that a powerful
Abu Dhabi royal known as Spy Sheikh
signed a secret deal to pay half a bil-
lion dollars to take almost a majority
stake in the Trump family’s crypto
company, World Liberty Financial.

And just a few months later, the
Trump administration and Secretary
Howard Lutnick authorized the sale of
advanced AI chips to the UAE. This
was a victory for Abu Dhabi and the
Spy Sheikh, who had been unsuccess-
fully trying for years to get their
hands on those chips.

Inside our own government, national
security officials tried hard to stop this
deal. They warned that handing ad-
vanced AI chips to the UAE would have
serious national security consequences.
Look, some of these chips would go to
G42, a UAE Al company that American
national security officials have said
could be a conduit for funneling tech-
nology to China. The CIA has report-
edly warned about G42’s working close-
ly with blacklisted firms like Huawei
that are tied to the Chinese military.

Now, President Trump is denying
that he knew anything about the secret
deal. Oh, please. President Trump’s
own son signed the deal for half a bil-
lion dollars. An initial payment of $187
million was reportedly directed to flow
to Trump family companies. Another
initial payment of $31 million was re-
portedly directed to flow into entities
connected to the family of Steve
Witkoff, Trump’s golf buddy who had
been named U.S. Special Envoy to the
Middle East.

Here we are, 1 year into Donald
Trump’s second term, and Trump has
amassed more than $1.5 billion from his
crypto ventures like World Liberty Fi-
nancial. Trump is profiting off the
Presidency while American families
are worried about their jobs, the rising
cost of groceries, and how they will pay
their bills. Trump is profiting from de-
cisions that make it easier for coun-
tries like China to get their hands on
some of our most sensitive and ad-
vanced technologies.

Congress needs to grow a spine. We
cannot allow American national secu-
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rity simply to be sold to the highest
bidder. The Senate must pass this reso-
lution to condemn this corruption and
call on Donald Trump to reverse his de-
cision to allow the export of advanced
AT chips to the UAE.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Florida.

TRACK ACT

Mrs. MOODY. Mr. President, I rise
today to speak about an issue that is
critically important to millions of
Americans: how our Federal Govern-
ment responds when disaster strikes
and whether communities can quickly
receive the help they are promised in a
timely and transparent manner.

As someone from the great State of
Florida who is no stranger to natural
disasters, we know how vital emer-
gency recovery assistance is after dis-
asters like hurricanes.

Unfortunately, we discovered that re-
covery assistance—public assistance—
can be delayed for years. That is very
hard for communities that rely on that
essential funding to recover.

As a U.S. Senator, it is important to
me to fight on behalf of Floridians to
help aid in these recovery efforts and
make sure that, if communities are en-
titled to public moneys to help them,
those are efficiently received, because
recovery doesn’t end the day after a
storm.

After major hurricane strikes, like
we have seen in back-to-back years in
the State of Florida, it can take years
to get communities back to normal,
and the process can be onerous and
confusing for leaders and communities.

So to streamline it and make it more
clear, I introduced legislation called
the TRACK Act. I introduced this
along with Senator ALSOBROOKS. The
Transparency in Recovery Assistance
and Claims Knowledge Act would im-
plement a status tracker on the FEMA
website. This is so victims of disaster
can have easily available knowledge of
insight as those claims progress.

As I travel around the State of Flor-
ida, I continue to hear from folks that
not just want more transparency but
need that as they advocate on behalf of
their communities—just a little more
insight into the aid process when they
are recovering from these catastrophes.

While FEMA is making incredible
strides under President Trump’s lead-
ership, the TRACK Act will bring more
sunshine, more transparency.

After disaster strikes, the most im-
portant thing is to get help to those
who need it as soon as possible, and
this bill helps us to do just that.

While transparency and account-
ability are essential, they must also be
paired with real action and real re-
sults. And so I am so proud to an-
nounce and inform my fellow Florid-
ians that following very productive
meetings with DHS, I was able to se-
cure nearly half a billion dollars in
FEMA public assistance funding, which
was released, totaling in 535 projects
across 14 disasters. And these had been
requested for years.
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This is thanks to the advocacy and
coordination from folks all across my
State—from Bay County to Broward
County; city managers, mayors, con-
stituents. Truly, it was all of us work-
ing together to bring this to the atten-
tion of those here in Washington to not
delay these funds.

We are just getting started.

I want to thank President Trump and
his administration for his leadership
and for standing with Floridians as we
recover from these natural disasters.
Indeed, I believe Floridians and their
participation in coming to Washington
and meeting with their representa-
tives, making sure that they are heard
by their government—the people’s gov-
ernment—that is why we have seen
progress.

If there is one thing I can say—and I
continue to be inspired as Florida’s
newest U.S. Senator—government will
only work if people remain engaged
with their government. If we the people
remain engaged with the representa-
tives that serve us, we the people are
an essential part of our Republic work-
ing.

So I am proud to make this an-
nouncement about these moneys being
released to help Florida recover and to
further strengthen our State. But, in-
deed, it is just an announcement, be-
cause while I was the voice of so many,
it was their work, their advocacy,
them being a part of their government
that got this done.

Since becoming a Senator, I have
been inspired by so many across my
State that want to help in the adminis-
tration of the people’s government.
They have shared their struggles in
getting Federal aid. They have shared
their needs as a result of natural disas-
ters, hurricanes, flooding. And all of
that went into making this a reality.
And I am so proud to have worked to
secure these long-awaited funds for my
State.

This urgency is why I am also urging
my colleagues to join me in supporting
the TRACK Act. It will improve trans-
parency between Washington and com-
munities back home. Indeed, it will
allow Americans to be more a part of
their government.

I yield the floor.

NOMINATION OF JUSTIN R. OLSON

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, today
the Senate will vote to confirm Justin
Olson to the U.S. District Court for the
Southern District of Indiana.

Mr. Olson currently serves as asso-
ciate counsel in multiple matters in-
volving challenges to trans individuals
participating in college sports. This is
obviously an issue of national concern,
as we saw at the Supreme Court re-
cently.

However, I was disturbed by Mr.
Olson’s refusal to condemn the hateful,
inflammatory rhetoric used by one of
the plaintiffs in his cases. I asked him
about his client’s statement claiming
that a transgender woman wearing
women’s clothing is “‘akin to
blackface.” I also asked him about his
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client’s statement that the trans rights
movement is ‘“‘an attempt to normalize
pedophilia.” And I asked him about his
client’s statement regarding the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania, which in-
cluded a slur I will not repeat. In each
instance, Mr. Olson stated that he
lacked the ‘‘full context” for this lan-
guage. I am unaware of any context
that could possibly make such rhetoric
acceptable.

He refused to condemn this language
and would not even go so far as to say
that these hateful statements include
language he personally would not use.
Further, he expressed no concern or re-
gret upon being informed that his cli-
ent’s rhetoric has led to death threats
against high school students.

A nominee representing a polarizing
client is not disqualifying. But the lack
of concern Mr. Olson showed for hate-
ful, inflammatory language—involving
an issue that often impacts young stu-
dents—is incredibly disappointing.

For these reasons, I strongly oppose
Mr. Olson’s nomination.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Indiana.

Mr. BANKS. Mr. President, we are
about to vote on the confirmation of
Mr. Justin Olson, President Trump’s
nominee to serve as a judge on the U.S.
District Court for the Southern Dis-
trict of Indiana. Justin is President
Trump’s first judicial nominee in Indi-
ana of the second Trump administra-
tion.

I hope all of my colleagues will join
me in voting to confirm Justin. He is
more than qualified for this position.

I had never met or heard of Justin
before this process, but let me just say
that, from the very first time that I
met with him, I knew he would make a
great judge. I was really impressed by
him, and I am grateful that President
Trump nominated him.

Together with his wife Leah, Justin
is the proud father of five young chil-
dren. I enjoyed spending time with
them recently, when they were here to
visit DC for Justin’s hearing.

Outside of his impressive legal ca-
reer, Justin is an active member of his
church, his community, and his com-
munity where he served as an elder and
taught children Sunday school.

Justin is a graduate of Grove City
College and the Maurer School of Law
at Indiana University Bloomington.
After graduating, he served his country
in the U.S. Attorney’s Office in Indian-
apolis. During his time in the U.S. At-
torney’s Office, Justin earned a stellar
reputation for his incredible work ethic
and his character. Before his time in
the U.S. Attorney’s Office, Justin
earned a prestigious clerkship with the
chief justice of the Indiana Supreme
Court.

It is very clear that Justin has all of
the qualifications to serve on the
bench. But beyond his paper resume,
Justin has the qualities that I think
are most important in a judge. He
cares deeply about America and Amer-
ican values. He especially cares about
equality.
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We all watched as the University of
Pennsylvania and the NCAA allowed a
man to dominate women’s swimming.
We all saw just how unfair and dis-
graceful that was. Justin has been part
of the legal team that is suing Penn
and the NCAA and other schools that
have allowed men to compete in wom-
en’s sports.

Justin has also been part of the team
that is representing Riley Gaines and
other female athletes who have been
forced to compete against those men
and to share private spaces with them.

Justin and his legal team have
sought justice for those young women
who have been robbed of medals, of dig-
nity, and their safety. In fact, I think
it is really incredible that Justin’s con-
firmation comes one day after National
Girls and Women in Sports Day. I can
think of no one better prepared to
make sure that women’s sports are
only for women than him, Justin
Olson.

Justin has also represented a group
that is very important to me, and that
is the Turning Point USA’s chapter at
IU Bloomington, my alma mater. Jus-
tin has defended that group’s right to
express conservative ideas on college
campuses. I have no doubt that Justin
would make Charlie Kirk proud.

Earlier in Justin’s career, before he
even graduated from law school, Justin
was already writing scholarly papers in
support of States’ rights to protect un-
born children.

What I want in a judge, above all
else, is courage. I want judges, espe-
cially in my home State of Indiana,
who are not afraid to stand up for truth
and who are willing to say things that
others are afraid to say.

Really, anyone can say the right
thing, but I want judges who have done
the right thing, especially when it is
hard or unpopular.

Well, look no further than Justin
Olson. He has always done the right
thing, even when it is hard. He has
fought for women’s rights, for the
equal application of civil rights law,
and for American liberties.

Our Nation is at a turning point. We
need judges who believe in the Amer-
ican project and its goodness, judges
that are just like Justice Thomas and
Justice Alito. And we need judges who
will not just uphold the Constitution
but who will cherish it. Justin Olson is
that type of person.

I am very pleased that President
Trump nominated Justin to serve on
the U.S. District Court for the South-
ern District of Indiana. It was my
honor to introduce him at his con-
firmation hearing, and it will be my
honor to vote in favor of his nomina-
tion in just a few moments. He is the
right person for the job. I can’t wait to
call him Judge Olson.

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the previously scheduled roll-
call vote begin immediately.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
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VOTE ON OLSON NOMINATION
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The

question is, Will the Senate advise and

consent to the Olson nomination?

Mr. KENNEDY. I ask for the yeas and
nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk called the roll.

Mr. BARRASSO. The following Sen-
ators are necessarily absent: the Sen-
ator from Utah (Mr. LEE), the Senator
from Kentucky (Mr. MCCONNELL), and
the Senator from Kansas (Mr. MORAN).

Further, if present and voting: the
Senator from Utah (Mr. LEE) would
have voted ‘‘yea.”

The result was announced—yeas 50,
nays 47, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 32 Ex.]

YEAS—50

Banks Fischer Mullin
Barrasso Graham Murkowski
Blackburn Grassley Paul
Boozman Hagerty Ricketts
Britt Hawley Risch
Budd Hoeven Rounds
Capito Husted Schmitt
Cass_ldy Hyde-Smith Scott (FL)
Collins Johnson

X Scott (SC)
Cornyn Justice Sheehy
Cotton Kennedy .
Cramer Lankford Sullivan
Crapo Lummis T?‘{“e
Cruz Marshall Tillis
Curtis McCormick Tuberville
Daines Moody Wicker
Ernst Moreno Young

NAYS—47
Alsobrooks Hickenlooper Rosen
Baldwin Hirono Sanders
Bennet Kaine Schatz
Blumenthal Kelly Schiff
Blunt Rochester Kim Schumer
Booker King Shaheen
gantwell Elqpuchar Slotkin
oons ujan ;
Cortez Masto Markey \S[r;ritflollen
Duckworth Merkley
Durbin Murphy Warner
Fetterman Murray Warnock
Gallego Ossoff Warren
Gillibrand Padilla Welch
Hassan Peters Whitehouse
Heinrich Reed Wyden
NOT VOTING—3

Lee McConnell Moran

The nomination was confirmed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
MORENO). Under the previous order, the
motion to reconsider is considered
made and laid upon the table and the
President will be immediately notified
of the Senate’s action.

The majority leader.

———

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I move to
proceed to legislative session.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

————

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I move to
proceed to executive session to con-
sider Calendar No. 608.
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the nomination.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of Daniel E. Bur-
rows, of Colorado, to be an Assistant
Attorney General.

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I send a
cloture motion to the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 608, Daniel
E. Burrows, of Colorado, to be an Assistant
Attorney General.

John Thune, Markwayne Mullin, John R.
Curtis, Tim Sheehy, Joni Ernst, Pete
Ricketts, John Cornyn, Jim Banks,
Mike Rounds, Steve Daines, John Bar-
rasso, Mike Crapo, Kevin Cramer,
David McCormick, Jon A. Husted, Dan
Sullivan, Lindsey Graham.

———

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent the Senate proceed
to the following nominations en bloc:
Calendar No. 646 and all the nomina-
tions on the Secretary’s desk; that the
nominations be confirmed en bloc, the
motions to reconsider be considered
made and laid upon the table with no
intervening action or debate; that no
further motions be in order to any of
the nominations; that the President be
immediately notified of the Senate’s
action and the Senate resume legisla-
tive session.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The nominations considered and con-
firmed are as follows:

IN THE COAST GUARD

The following named officer for appoint-
ment as Vice Commandant of the United
States Coast Guard, and to the grade indi-
cated under title 14, U.S.C., section 304:

To be admiral
Vice Adm. Thomas G. Allan, Jr.
IN THE COAST GUARD

*PN675 COAST GUARD nominations (2) be-
ginning JAROD M. ROSS, and ending AN-
DREW R. YOUNKLE, which nominations
were received by the Senate and appeared in
the Congressional Record of December 1,
2025.

*PN676 COAST GUARD nominations (11)
beginning JONATHAN B. BERNHARDT, and
ending RYAN S. TOWNSEND, which nomina-
tions were received by the Senate and ap-
peared in the Congressional Record of De-
cember 1, 2025.

*PN677-1 COAST GUARD nominations (82)
beginning MICHAEL ADAMS, and ending
DEWEY W. WORKER, which nominations
were received by the Senate and appeared in
the Congressional Record of December 1,
2025.
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*PN682 COAST GUARD nominations (2) be-
ginning MARGARET A. HARWARD, and
ending JENNIFER A. ROGERS, which nomi-
nations were received by the Senate and ap-
peared in the Congressional Record of De-
cember 2, 2025.

*PN697 COAST GUARD nominations (2) be-
ginning JAMES M. HURTT, and ending
KELLI A. KNIGHT, which nominations were
received by the Senate and appeared in the
Congressional Record of December 10, 2025.

*PN698 COAST GUARD nomination of
Michelle J. Moravek, which was received by
the Senate and appeared in the Congres-
sional Record of December 10, 2025.

———

LEGISLATIVE SESSION
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ate will now resume legislative session.

——
MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate be
in a period of morning business with
Senators permitted to speak therein
for up 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————
RECOGNIZING THE NEHEMIAH AL-
LIANCE AND PRAYER FOR

AMERICA’S 250TH ANNIVERSARY

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. President,
today, I rise to commend faith groups
across the country for joining together
in prayer for our Nation, as we near
America’s 250th anniversary. Causes
like the Nehemiah Alliance’s National
52-Day Rebuild Initiative offer a mean-
ingful opportunity to unite in reflec-
tion on the enduring values that have
guided our Nation since its founding:
faith, family, freedom, hope, and op-
portunity. During this time of grati-
tude and celebration, I encourage all
Americans to reflect on our many
blessings and dedicate themselves to
securing an even brighter future for
generations to come.

————

TRIBUTE TO GENERAL JAMES J.
MINGUS

Ms. ERNST. Mr. President, today, I
honor the distinguished service and
long career of GEN James J. Mingus, a
native of Spencer, IA, who devoted
more than four decades to the defense
of the United States and to the soldiers
he led. His career is defined by unwav-
ering service, decisive leadership, and
command at the highest levels of the

Army.
Commissioned through the Reserve
Officers’ Training Corps, General

Mingus rose from company-level com-
mand to the Army’s highest echelons,
ultimately serving as Vice Chief of
Staff during a period of extraordinary
global challenge and strategic competi-
tion. Throughout his career, General
Mingus exemplified the very best of the
U.S. Army. He commanded at every
level, including some of the Army’s
most elite and demanding formations,
consistently placing readiness, dis-
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cipline, and warfighting excellence at
the center of his leadership. From air-
borne and expeditionary operations to
senior institutional command, his
steady judgment, operational credi-
bility, and decisive leadership earned
the trust of soldiers, commanders, and
civilian leaders alike.

As Vice Chief of Staff of the Army,
General Mingus played a central role in
sustaining and enhancing soldier per-
formance, readiness, advancing mod-
ernization, and ensuring the Army met
its global responsibilities while taking
care of soldiers and families. Those
who served with him often describe
him as a leader who spoke plainly, lis-
tened carefully, and treated responsi-
bility as something to be borne person-
ally. Generations of the soldiers who
watched him lead now carry his habits
and example into commands of their
own. Jim Mingus exemplifies the very
best of the U.S. Army.

On behalf of a grateful nation, I ex-
tend my deepest thanks to GEN James
J. Mingus for his extraordinary service,
sacrifice, and leadership. As he con-
cludes this remarkable chapter of serv-
ice, we wish him, his family, and loved
ones continued success and fulfillment
in the years ahead. His legacy will en-
dure in the strength, professionalism,
and readiness of the U.S. Army.

————

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE

At 10:21 a.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mrs. Alli, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the
following bill and joint resolution, in
which it requests the concurrence of
the Senate:

H.R. 4090. An act to codify certain provi-
sions of certain Executive Orders relating to
domestic mining and hardrock mineral re-
sources, and for other purposes.

H.J. Res. 142. Joint resolution disapproving
the action of the District of Columbia Coun-
cil in approving the D.C. Income and Fran-
chise Tax Conformity and Revision Tem-
porary Amendment Act of 2025.

———

MEASURES REFERRED

The following bill was read the first
and the second times by unanimous
consent, and referred as indicated:

H.R. 4090. An act to codify certain provi-
sions of certain Executive Orders relating to
domestic mining and hardrock mineral re-
sources, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Resources.

———

MEASURES PLACED ON THE
CALENDAR

The following joint resolution was
read the first and second times by
unanimous consent, and placed on the
calendar:

H.J. Res. 142. Joint resolution disapproving
the action of the District of Columbia Coun-
cil in approving the D.C. Income and Fran-
chise Tax Conformity and Revision Tem-
porary Amendment Act of 2025.
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EXECUTIVE AND OTHER
COMMUNICATIONS

The following communications were
laid before the Senate, together with
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated:

EC-2691. A communication from the Man-
ager of Legal Litigation and Support, Fed-
eral Aviation Administration, Department of
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Standard
Instrument Approach Procedures, and Take-
off Minimums and Obstacle Departure Proce-
dures; Miscellaneous Amendments”’
((RIN2120-AA65) (Docket No. 31643)) received
in the Office of the President of the Senate
on January 30, 2026; to the Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transportation.

EC-2692. A communication from the Man-
ager of Legal Litigation and Support, Fed-
eral Aviation Administration, Department of
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘“Amend-
ment of Class C Airspace; Wichita Mid-Con-
tinent Airport, Wichita, Kansas’ ((RIN2120-
AA66) (Docket No. FAA-2025-4939)) received
in the Office of the President of the Senate
on January 30, 2026; to the Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transportation.

EC-2693. A communication from the Man-
ager of Legal Litigation and Support, Fed-
eral Aviation Administration, Department of
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthi-
ness Directives; Baykar Piaggio Aerospace
S.p.A. (Type Certificate Previously Held by
Piaggio Aviation S.p.A.) Airplanes; Amend-
ment 39-23227"" ((RIN2120-AA64) (Docket No.
FAA-2025-2272)) received in the Office of the
President of the Senate on January 30, 2026;
to the Committee on Commerce, Science,
and Transportation.

EC-2694. A communication from the Man-
ager of Legal Litigation and Support, Fed-
eral Aviation Administration, Department of
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthi-
ness Directives; The Boeing Company Air-
planes; Amendment 39-23232 ((RIN2120-
AA64) (Docket No. FAA-2025-1361)) received
in the Office of the President of the Senate
on January 30, 2026; to the Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transportation.

EC-2695. A communication from the Man-
ager of Legal Litigation and Support, Fed-
eral Aviation Administration, Department of
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘“‘Amend-
ment of Jet Route J-146 and Establishment
of United States RNAV Route Q-186 in the
Vicinity of Chardon, Ohio” ((RIN2120-AA66)
(Docket No. FAA-2025-0277)) received in the
Office of the President of the Senate on Jan-
uary 30, 2026; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation.

EC-2696. A communication from the Chair-
man, Merit Systems Protection Board,
transmitting, pursuant to law, a report rel-
ative to the federal entity inspector general
report for fiscal year 2025, received in the Of-
fice of the President pro tempore; to the
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs.

EC-2697. A communication from the Man-
ager of Legal Litigation and Support, Fed-
eral Aviation Administration, Department of
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to
law, the report of a rule entitled »* Establish-
ment of Class E Airspace; Zuni; New Mexico;
Correction” ((RIN2120-AA66) (Docket No. 24—
ASW-23)) received in the Office of the Presi-
dent of the Senate on January 30, 2026; to the
Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation.

EC-2698. A communication from the Man-
ager of Legal Litigation and Support, Fed-
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eral Aviation Administration, Department of
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthi-
ness Directives; Honda Aircraft Company
LLC  Airplanes; Amendment  39-23229”
((RIN2120-AA64) (Docket No. FAA-2025-1355))
received in the Office of the President of the
Senate on January 30, 2026; to the Committee
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation.

EC-2699. A communication from the Man-
ager of Legal Litigation and Support, Fed-
eral Aviation Administration, Department of
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthi-
ness Directives; Gulfstream Aerospace Cor-
poration Airplanes; Amendment 39-23230"
((RIN2120-AA64) (Docket No. FAA-2025-0757))
received in the Office of the President of the
Senate on January 30, 2026; to the Committee
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation.

EC-2700. A communication from the Man-
ager of Legal Litigation and Support, Fed-
eral Aviation Administration, Department of
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthi-
ness Directives; Airworthiness Directives;
Airbus Helicopters; Amendment 39-23236"’
((RIN2120-AA64) (Docket No. FAA-2026-0011))
received in the Office of the President of the
Senate on January 30, 2026; to the Committee
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation.

EC-2701. A communication from the Man-
ager of Legal Litigation and Support, Fed-
eral Aviation Administration, Department of
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthi-
ness Directives; Bombardier, Inc., Airplanes;
Amendment 39-23235" ((RIN2120-A A64)
(Docket No. FAA-2025-0751)) received in the
Office of the President of the Senate on Jan-
uary 30, 2026; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation.

EC-2702. A communication from the Man-
ager of Legal Litigation and Support, Fed-
eral Aviation Administration, Department of
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘“Airworthi-
ness Directives; The Boeing Company Air-
planes; Amendment 39-23234" ((RIN2120-
AA64) (Docket No. FAA-2025-1110)) received
in the Office of the President of the Senate
on January 30, 2026; to the Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transportation.

EC-2703. A communication from the Man-
ager of Legal Litigation and Support, Fed-
eral Aviation Administration, Department of
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘“Airworthi-
ness Directives; The Boeing Company Air-
planes; Amendment 39-23233" ((RIN2120—
AA64) (Docket No. FAA-2025-0744)) received
in the Office of the President of the Senate
on January 30, 2026; to the Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transportation.

EC-2704. A communication from the Man-
ager of Legal Litigation and Support, Fed-
eral Aviation Administration, Department of
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Standard
Instrument Approach Procedures, and Take-
off Minimums and Obstacle Departure Proce-
dures; Amendment No. 4201"° ((RIN2120-A A65)
(Docket No. 31645)) received in the Office of
the President of the Senate on January 30,
2026; to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation.

EC-2705. A communication from the Man-
ager of Legal Litigation and Support, Fed-
eral Aviation Administration, Department of
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthi-
ness Directives; Gulfstream Aerospace Cor-
poration Airplanes; Amendment 39-23231"
((RIN2120-AA64) (Docket No. FAA-2025-1349))
received in the Office of the President of the
Senate on January 30, 2026; to the Committee
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation.

EC-2706. A communication from the Man-
ager of Legal Litigation and Support, Fed-
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eral Aviation Administration, Department of
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘“Amend-
ment of Class E Airspace; New Lexington,
Ohio” ((RIN2120-AA66) (Docket No. FAA-
2025-5108)) received in the Office of the Presi-
dent of the Senate on January 30, 2026; to the
Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation.

EC-2707. A communication from the Man-
ager of Legal Litigation and Support, Fed-
eral Aviation Administration, Department of
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘“‘Amend-
ment of Class D and Class E4 Airspace Over
Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania” ((RIN2120-
AA66) (Docket No. FAA-2025-5147)) received
in the Office of the President of the Senate
on January 30, 2026; to the Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transportation.

EC-2708. A communication from the Man-
ager of Legal Litigation and Support, Fed-
eral Aviation Administration, Department of
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthi-
ness Directives; Airbus Helicopters Deutsch-
land GmbH Helicopters; Amendment 39-
23237 ((RIN2120-AA64) (Docket No. FAA-
2025-0629)) received in the Office of the Presi-
dent of the Senate on January 30, 2026; to the
Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation.

EC-2709. A communication from the Man-
ager of Legal Litigation and Support, Fed-
eral Aviation Administration, Department of
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthi-
ness Directives; CFM International, S.A. En-
gines; Amendment 39-23240"" ((RIN2120-AA64)
(Docket No. FAA-2025-1115)) received in the
Office of the President of the Senate on Jan-
uary 30, 2026; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation.

EC-2710. A communication from the Man-
ager of Legal Litigation and Support, Fed-
eral Aviation Administration, Department of
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthi-
ness Directives; Leonardo S.p.A. Helicopters;
Amendment 39-23241” ((RIN2120-AA64)
(Docket No. FAA-2026-0014)) received in the
Office of the President of the Senate on Jan-
uary 30, 2026; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation.

EC-2711. A communication from the Man-
ager of Legal Litigation and Support, Fed-
eral Aviation Administration, Department of
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthi-
ness Directives; PZL-Swidnik S.A. Heli-
copters; Amendment 39-23238" ((RIN2120-
AA64) (Docket No. FAA-2026-0012)) received
in the Office of the President of the Senate
on January 30, 2026; to the Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transportation.

EC-2712. A communication from the Man-
ager of Legal Litigation and Support, Fed-
eral Aviation Administration, Department of
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘“Amend-
ment of Class D and Class E Airspace; Ash-
land, Bucyrus, and Mansfield, Ohio”
((RIN2120-AA66) (Docket No. FAA-2025-5107))
received in the Office of the President of the
Senate on January 30, 2026; to the Committee
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation.

EC-2713. A communication from the Chair-
man of the Surface Transportation Board,
Department of Transportation, transmitting,
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled
“Civil Monetary Penalties-2026 Adjustment”
(Docket No. EP 716 (Sub-No. 11)) received in
the Office of the President of the Senate on
January 30, 2026; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation.

EC-2714. A communication from the Attor-
ney for Regulatory Affairs Division, Office of
the General Counsel, Consumer Product
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Safety Commission, transmitting, pursuant
to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Safety
Standard for Toys: Requirements for Water
Beads’ (Docket No. CPSC-2024-0027) received
in the Office of the President of the Senate
on January 30, 2026; to the Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transportation.

EC-2715. A communication from the Attor-
ney for Regulatory Affairs Division, Office of
the General Counsel, Consumer Product
Safety Commission, transmitting, pursuant
to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Safety
Standard for Bassinets and Cradles” (Docket
No. CPSC-2010-0028) received in the Office of
the President of the Senate on January 30,
2026; to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation.

EC-2716. A communication from the Attor-
ney for Regulatory Affairs Division, Office of
the General Counsel, Consumer Product
Safety Commission, transmitting, pursuant
to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘“Manda-
tory Toy Safety Standards; Requirements
for Neck Floats” (Docket No. CPSC-2024-
0039) received in the Office of the President
of the Senate on January 30, 2026; to the
Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation.

EC-2717. A communication from the Attor-
ney Advisor, Office of the General Counsel,
Department of Transportation, transmitting,
pursuant to law, a report relative to a des-
ignation of an acting officer and action on a
nomination for a position covered by the
Federal Vacancies Reform Act of 1998 for the
position of Assistant Secretary for Research
& Technology, Department of Transpor-
tation, received in the Office of the Presi-
dent of the Senate on January 30, 2026; to the
Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation.

————

EXECUTIVE REPORTS OF
COMMITTEE

The following executive reports of
nominations were submitted:

By Mr. GRASSLEY for the Committee on
the Judiciary.

Thomas Govan, Jr., of Alabama, to be
United States Attorney for the Middle Dis-
trict of Alabama for the term of four years.

Zachary Keller, of Louisiana, to be United
States Attorney for the Western District of
Louisiana for the term of four years.

Ryan Raybould, of Texas, to be United
States Attorney for the Northern District of
Texas for the term of four years.

(Nominations without an asterisk were
reported with the recommendation that
they be confirmed.)

———

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Mr. TILLIS:

S. 3782. A bill to provide a civil remedy for
individuals harmed by sanctuary jurisdiction
policies, to create or enhance penalties for
murder and assault committed against law
enforcement officers, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. PADILLA (for himself, Mr.
WYDEN, Mr. BOOKER, and Mr.
MERKLEY):

S. 3783. A bill to amend the Public Health
Service Act to direct the Secretary of Health
and Human Services, acting through the As-
sistant Secretary for Mental Health and Sub-
stance Use, to establish a Mental and Behav-
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ioral Health Career Promotion Grant Pro-
gram, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions.
By Ms. COLLINS (for herself and Ms.
ROSEN):

S. 3784. A bill to amend the Student Sup-
port and Academic Enrichment Grant pro-
gram to promote career awareness in ac-
counting as part of a well-rounded STEM
educational experience; to the Committee on
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.

By Mr. GALLEGO (for himself and Mr.
KELLY):

S. 3785. A bill to authorize direct emer-
gency acquisition flexibilities for the Na-
tional Park Service and Forest Service for
the purpose of retaining, vetting, approving,
and expediting contractor approval for the
clearing, rebuilding, maintenance, and im-
provement of areas of the Grand Canyon Na-
tional Park and Kaibab National Forest
damaged by certain wildfires, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Energy and
Natural Resources.

By Mr. LEE:

S. 3786. A bill to limit spending from the
Highway Trust Fund, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on Environment and Pub-
lic Works.

By Ms. CORTEZ MASTO (for herself
and Mr. MORAN):

S. 3787. A Dbill to direct the United States
Trade Representative to prioritize the for-
mation of a working group on travel and
tourism during the next joint review con-
ducted under the United States-Mexico-Can-
ada Agreement, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Finance.

By Mr. SCOTT of Florida (for himself,
Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Mr. TUBERVILLE,
Mrs. BRITT, and Mr. JOHNSON):

S. 3788. A Dbill to amend the Federal Food,
Drug, and Cosmetic Act to require drug la-
beling to include original manufacturer and
supply chain information; to the Committee
on Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs.

By Ms. ERNST:

S. 3789. A bill to provide for a temporary
adjustment to the prospectus thresholds for
certain General Services Administration
projects, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public Works.

By Mr. SCHMITT:

S. 3790. A bill to condition certain Federal
funds for States and local governments on
cooperation with Federal immigration en-
forcement authorities, to deter illegal entry
and reentry into the United States, to in-
crease criminal penalties for crimes com-
mitted after illegal reentry into the United
States, to protect Federal officers and em-
ployees from agitators using loud noises to
interfere with the performance of their offi-
cial duties, and to exclude organization that
promote, incite, or provide material support
for criminal violence from the tax benefits
available under section 501(c)(3) of the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986; to the Committee
on Finance.

By Mr. WICKER (for himself, Ms.
BLUNT ROCHESTER, Mr. MURPHY, Mrs.
BRITT, Mr. COONS, Mr. KENNEDY, Ms.
COLLINS, Ms. HASSAN, and Mr. MAR-
KEY):

S. 3791. A bill to reauthorize Regional
Ocean Partnerships, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on Commerce, Science,
and Transportation.

By Mr. HICKENLOOPER (for himself
and Mr. MORAN):

S. 3792. A bill to provide for the establish-
ment of a Water Project Navigators Pro-
gram, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Resources.

By Mr. REED (for himself, Mr.
BLUMENTHAL, Ms. DUCKWORTH, Mr.
FETTERMAN, Mr. HEINRICH, Mr.
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LUJAN, Mr. MERKLEY, Mr. PADILLA,
Mr. SCHATZ, Ms. SMITH, Mr. VAN HOL-
LEN, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Mr. WARNOCK,
Mr. WELCH, Mr. WYDEN, and Mr.
BOOKER):

S. 3793. A Dbill to amend the Truth in Lend-
ing Act to extend the consumer credit pro-
tections provided to members of the Armed
Forces and their dependents under title 10,
United States Code, to all consumers; to the
Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban
Affairs.

By Mr. BANKS (for himself and Mr.
HEINRICH):

S. 3794. A bill to amend the Federal Food,
Drug, and Cosmetic Act to further regulate
compounding pharmacies and outsourcing
facilities, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions.

By Ms. CANTWELL (for herself and
Mr. BUDD):

S. 3795. A bill to establish the Radar Next
Program, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation.

By Mr. FETTERMAN (for himself and
Mr. YOUNG):

S. 3796. A bill to amend the Federal Water
Pollution Control Act to establish an Ohio
River Basin Restoration Program, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Envi-
ronment and Public Works.

By Mr. DURBIN (for himself and Mr.
BLUMENTHAL):

S. 3797. A bill to amend the Federal Food,
Drug, and Cosmetic Act to establish new pro-
hibited acts relating to dietary supplements;
to the Committee on Health, Education,
Labor, and Pensions.

By Mr. CRUZ (for himself and Mr.
GALLEGO):

S. 3798. A bill to amend title 18, United
States Code, to establish criminal offenses
with respect to violations involving ATMs,
regardless of whether the ATM is located on
the physical premises of a financial institu-
tion, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. MARSHALL (for himself, Mrs.
GILLIBRAND, and Ms. BALDWIN):

S. 3799. A Dbill to amend the Public Health
Service Act to reauthorize the Healthy Start
Initiative; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions.

By Mr. CURTIS (for himself, Mr. BOOK-
ER, Mr. BuDD, Mr. KELLY, Mr. McCOR-
MICK, Mr. PADILLA, Mr. DAINES, and
Mr. HICKENLOOPER):

S. 3800. A bill to improve environmental re-
views and authorizations through the use of
interactive, digital, and cloud-based plat-
forms, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public Works.

By Mr. GRASSLEY (for himself, Mr.
CORNYN, and Ms. KLLOBUCHAR):

S. 3801. A bill to improve prohibitions on
money laundering, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on the Judiciary.

————

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND
SENATE RESOLUTIONS

The following concurrent resolutions
and Senate resolutions were read, and
referred (or acted upon), as indicated:

By Mr. SCHUMER (for himself, Mr.
MERKLEY, Mr. LUJAN, Mr. SCHIFF, Mr.
VAN HOLLEN, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr.
DURBIN, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Ms. KLO-
BUCHAR, Mr. WYDEN, Mr. KiM, Mr.
GALLEGO, Mr. BOOKER, Mr. HEINRICH,
Mr. SCHATZ, and Ms. HIRONO):

S. Res. 597. A resolution providing for the
authority to initiate litigation for actions by
the President and Department of Justice of-
ficials inconsistent with their duties under
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the laws of the United States; to the Com-
mittee on Rules and Administration.
By Ms. WARREN (for herself, Mr. VAN
HOLLEN, Mr. KiM, and Ms. SLOTKIN):
S. Res. 598. A resolution condemning and
calling for the reversal of President Trump’s
decision to allow the export of advanced arti-
ficial intelligence chips to the United Arab
Emirates, despite significant risks to na-
tional security and just months after the
United Arab Emirates signed a secret
$500,000,000 deal to buy close to a majority
stake in the Trump family crypto company
World Liberty Financial; to the Committee
on Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs.

By Mrs. SHAHEEN (for herself, Ms.
COLLINS, Ms. MURKOWSKI, and Ms.
ROSEN):

S. Res. 599. A resolution expressing the
sense of the Senate that protecting and ad-
vancing the rights of women and girls in the
Republic of Haiti is critical to the success of
Haiti’s transition from crisis and its future
stability, condemning the failure to center
women’s leadership and distinct needs to
date, and calling for urgent measures to se-
cure all human rights of women and girls in
Haiti; to the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions.

By Mr. WHITEHOUSE (for himself, Mr.
MULLIN, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Ms. BLUNT
ROCHESTER, Mr. BOOKER, Mr. COONS,
Ms. DUCKWORTH, Mr. DURBIN, Ms.
HASSAN, Mr. KAINE, Mr. KING, Ms.
KLOBUCHAR, Mr. MURPHY, Mr. REED,
Ms. ROSEN, Ms. SMITH, Mr. VAN HOL-
LEN, Mr. WYDEN, Mr. KELLY, Mr.
LUJAN, Ms. CANTWELL, Mr. OSSOFF,
Mr. BARRASSO, Mr. LANKFORD, Ms.
COLLINS, Mr. SULLIVAN, Mr. DAINES,
Mr. TiLLIS, Mrs. BRITT, Mr. MARKEY,
and Ms. BALDWIN):

S. Res. 600. A resolution recognizing Janu-
ary 2026 as ‘‘National Mentoring Month’’;
considered and agreed to.

By Mr. HEINRICH (for himself, Mr.
DAINES, Ms. BALDWIN, Mr. BARRASSO,

Mr. BENNET, Ms. CANTWELL, Mr.
CRAMER, Mr. DURBIN, Mrs. FISCHER,
Mr. GALLEGO, Ms. HIRONO, Mr.

HOEVEN, Mr. KELLY, Ms. KLOBUCHAR,
Mr. LANKFORD, Mr. LUJAN, Mrs. MUR-
RAY, Mr. PADILLA, Mr. PETERS, Ms.
ROSEN, Mr. ROUNDS, Mr. SCHATZ, Mr.
SHEEHY, Ms. SMITH, Ms. WARREN, and
Mr. SANDERS):

S. Res. 601. A resolution designating the
week beginning February 2, 2026, as ‘‘Na-
tional Tribal Colleges and TUniversities
Week’’; considered and agreed to.

By Ms. KLOBUCHAR (for herself, Mr.
BENNET, Mr. LANKFORD, Mr. BO0O0Z-
MAN, Mr. HICKENLOOPER, Mr. LLEE, Mr.
SCHIFF, Mr. CURTIS, Mr. PADILLA, Mr.
MULLIN, Mr. KING, Mrs. BLACKBURN,
Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Mr. BLUMENTHAL,
Mr. BARRASSO, Mr. KiM, Mrs. CAPITO,
Mr. REED, Mr. ROUNDS, Ms. SLOTKIN,
Mr. JUSTICE, and Mr. COONS):

S. Res. 602. A resolution supporting the
United States Olympic and Paralympic
Teams in the 2026 Olympic and Paralympic
Winter Games; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation.

———————

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 83

At the request of Mr. CRUZ, the name
of the Senator from Florida (Mrs.
MooDY) was added as a cosponsor of S.
83, a bill to amend title 18, United
States Code, to provide enhanced pen-
alties for convicted murderers who kill
or target America’s public safety offi-
cers.
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S. 167

At the request of Mr. TILLIS, the
name of the Senator from Kansas (Mr.
MORAN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
167, a bill to amend title 18, United
States Code, to punish criminal of-
fenses targeting law enforcement offi-
cers, and for other purposes.

S. 332

At the request of Ms. ROSEN, the
name of the Senator from New York
(Mrs. GILLIBRAND) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 332, a bill to require a
study on Holocaust education efforts of
States, local educational agencies, and

public elementary and secondary
schools, and for other purposes.
S. 455

At the request of Mr. BLUMENTHAL,
the name of the Senator from Min-
nesota (Ms. KLOBUCHAR) was added as a
cosponsor of S. 455, a bill to amend sec-
tion 287 of the Immigration and Na-
tionality Act to limit immigration en-
forcement actions at sensitive loca-
tions, to clarify the powers of immaigra-
tion officers at sensitive locations, and
for other purposes.

S. 494

At the request of Mr. SCHMITT, the
name of the Senator from New Mexico
(Mr. HEINRICH) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 494, a bill to establish a na-
tional plan to coordinate research on
epilepsy, and for other purposes.

S. 726

At the request of Mr. BLUMENTHAL,
the name of the Senator from Georgia
(Mr. OSSOFF) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 726, a bill to amend chapter 44 of
title 18, United States Code, to require
the safe storage of firearms, and for
other purposes.

S. 788

At the request of Mr. MERKLEY, the
name of the Senator from New Mexico
(Mr. HEINRICH) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 788, a bill to amend the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 to impose an
excise tax on the failure of certain
hedge funds owning excess single-fam-
ily residences to dispose of such resi-
dences, and for other purposes.

S. 1970

At the request of Mr. BUDD, the
names of the Senator from New York
(Mrs. GILLIBRAND), the Senator from
Colorado (Mr. HICKENLOOPER), the Sen-
ator from Virginia (Mr. KAINE), the
Senator from Maine (Mr. KING) and the
Senator from New Hampshire (Mrs.
SHAHEEN) were added as cosponsors of
S. 1970, a bill to award a Congressional
Gold Medal to the service members of
the Military Assistance Command
Vietnam-Studies and Observations
Group, in recognition of their bravery
and outstanding service in South Viet-
nam, North Vietnam, Laos, and Cam-
bodia during the Vietnam War.

S. 1973

At the request of Mr. CASSIDY, the
name of the Senator from Maryland
(Ms. ALSOBROOKS) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1973, a bill to amend title
XVIII of the Social Security Act to
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provide for the coordination of pro-
grams to prevent and treat obesity,
and for other purposes.
S. 2376
At the request of Mr. CRUZ, the name
of the Senator from North Carolina
(Mr. BuDpD) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 2376, a bill to amend title 18, United
States Code, to include rioting in the
definition of racketeering activity.
S. 2544
At the request of Mrs. BRITT, the
names of the Senator from Florida
(Mrs. MooDpY), the Senator from Iowa
(Mr. GRASSLEY) and the Senator from
Texas (Mr. CRUZ) were added as cospon-
sors of S. 2544, a bill to permit State,
local, and Tribal law enforcement
agencies and grantees that receive eli-
gible Federal grant funds to use such
funds for investigating elder financial
fraud, pig butchering, and general fi-
nancial fraud, and to clarify that Fed-
eral law enforcement agencies may as-
sist State, local, and Tribal law en-
forcement agencies in the use of trac-
ing tools for blockchain and related
technology, and for other purposes.
S. 3023
At the request of Mrs. BLACKBURN,
the name of the Senator from Florida
(Mrs. MooDY) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 3023, a bill to limit liability for
certain entities storing child sexual
abuse material for law enforcement
agencies, and for other purposes.
S. 3285
At the request of Ms. KLOBUCHAR, the
name of the Senator from Mississippi
(Mr. WICKER) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 3285, a bill to amend title 18,
United States Code, to criminalize un-
lawful adoption practices.
S. 3327
At the request of Mr. LLEE, the name
of the Senator from Wyoming (Ms.
LumMIs) was added as a cosponsor of S.
3327, a bill to repeal the Human Rights
Sanctuary Amendment Act of 2022.
S. 3400
At the request of Mr. CURTIS, the
name of the Senator from New Jersey
(Mr. BOOKER) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 3400, a bill to amend title XXVII
of the Public Health Service Act, the
Employee Retirement Income Security
Act of 1974, the Internal Revenue Code
of 1986, and the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act to require cov-
erage of hearing devices and systems in
certain private health insurance plans,
and for other purposes.
S. 3745
At the request of Mr. MERKLEY, the
name of the Senator from Connecticut
(Mr. BLUMENTHAL) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 3745, a bill to provide a
civil remedy for any individual whose
rights have been violated by an officer
or agent of U.S. Customs and Border
Protection or U.S. Immigration and
Customs Enforcement.
S. 3752
At the request of Mr. LEE, the names
of the Senator from North Dakota (Mr.
HOEVEN), the Senator from OKklahoma
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(Mr. MULLIN), the Senator from West
Virginia (Mr. JUSTICE), the Senator
from Wyoming (Mr. BARRASSO) and the
Senator from Ohio (Mr. HUSTED) were
added as cosponsors of S. 37562, a bill to
amend the National Voter Registration
Act of 1993 to require proof of United
States citizenship to register an indi-
vidual to vote in elections for Federal
office, and for other purposes.
S. 3769

At the request of Ms. CANTWELL, the
name of the Senator from Washington
(Mrs. MURRAY) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 3769, a bill to amend the Puy-
allup Tribe of Indians Settlement Act
of 1989 to clarify that amounts in the
Puyallup Tribe of Indians Settlement
Trust Fund may be withdrawn by the
Puyallup Tribe of Indians, and for
other purposes.

S.J. RES. 103

At the request of Mr. BLUMENTHAL,
the name of the Senator from Nevada
(Ms. ROSEN) was added as a cosponsor
of S.J. Res. 103, a joint resolution pro-
viding for congressional disapproval
under chapter 8 of title 5, United
States Code, of the rule submitted by
the Department of Veterans Affairs re-
lating to ‘“‘Reproductive Health Serv-
ices’.

———

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mr. PADILLA (for himself,
Mr. WYDEN, Mr. BOOKER, and
Mr. MERKLEY):

S. 3783. A Dbill to amend the Public
Health Service Act to direct the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services,
acting through the Assistant Secretary
for Mental Health and Substance Use,
to establish a Mental and Behavioral
Health Career Promotion Grant Pro-
gram, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Health, Education,
Labor, and Pensions.

Mr. PADILLA. Mr. President, I rise
to introduce the Mental Health Career
Promotion Act. This legislation would
expand opportunities for students to
learn about and pursue careers in men-
tal health.

The Mental Health Career Promotion
Act would bolster the behavioral and
mental health workforce pipeline by
providing students with educational
opportunities in the mental health
field. Specifically, this bill would es-
tablish the Behavioral and Mental
Health Career Promotion Grant Pro-
gram, administered by the Substance
Abuse and Mental Health Services Ad-
ministration, SAMHSA, which would
provide funding to schools to create op-
portunities for students to interact
with and shadow mental health care
professionals, coordinate internship
and externship opportunities for stu-
dents who are interested in mental
health, and provide educational presen-
tations to students that increase expo-
sure to and knowledge of the mental
health field.
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Poor mental health impacts millions
of students, with two in five reporting
persistent feelings of sadness or hope-
lessness in the last 30 days and one in
five reporting that they have seriously
considered attempting suicide in 2023.
Unfortunately, most students go un-
treated because they do not know
where to turn for help.

According to the most recent data
from SAMHSA, more than half of all
Americans live in a mental health pro-
fessional shortage area. Unfortunately,
between 2021 and 2026, the total number
of mental health professionals in the
United States is projected to decline by
13 percent while demand for these pro-
fessionals is expected to increase by
over 50 percent.

One of the most important steps that
Congress can take to address this
shortage is to expand opportunities for
students to learn about and pursue ca-
reers in mental health. As our Nation
continues to confront an unfolding
mental health crisis, this critical legis-
lation works to support the next gen-
eration of mental health professionals
and reinforces the timeless message
that there is zero shame in asking for
help and that seeking support is a sign
of strength.

I would like to thank Representative
BALINT for leading this legislation in
the House, and I look forward to work-
ing with my colleagues to enact the
Mental Health Career Promotion Act
as soon as possible.

By Ms. COLLINS (for herself and
Ms. ROSEN):

S. 3784. A bill to amend the Student
Support and Academic Enrichment
Grant program to promote career
awareness in accounting as part of a
well-rounded STEM educational experi-
ence; to the Committee on Health,
Education, Labor, and Pensions.

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, I rise
today to introduce the Accounting
STEM Pursuit Act, which would help ad-
dress workforce shortages in the ac-
counting profession by recognizing ac-
counting as a STEM education subject
and adding accounting education pro-
grams as an allowable use of K through
12 Federal grant funding. I want to
thank Senator Rosen for coleading this
bill with me.

Accountants play a key role in to-
day’s economy. They serve as trusted
advisers for companies large and small,
assist in measuring business perform-
ance, help individuals and businesses
file their taxes in an accurate and
timely manner, assist government en-
tities with their finances, and even in-
vestigate instances of financial fraud.
Yet the United States is facing a short-
age of accountants willing and able to
fill these important economic roles. In
Maine, for example, municipalities
have struggled to find accountants to
conduct their annual audits.

Recent trends suggest this shortage
will continue. According to the Bureau
of Labor Statistics, about 124,000 job
openings for accountants and auditors
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are projected each year, on average,
over the next decade. At the same
time, fewer students are pursuing ac-
counting degrees than in prior years.

The Accounting STEM Pursuit Act
seeks to improve the accounting pipe-
line by expanding K through 12 stu-
dents’ exposure to accounting pro-
grams. As with other areas of STEM
education, this bill would qualify ac-
counting instruction for Federal funds.
This recognition aligns with the in-
creasing need for accounting profes-
sionals to have high-level math and
technology skills, including the ability
to analyze big data, ensure data secu-
rity, and manage cyber security risk.

In particular, this bill would allow
States and school districts to use a
portion of their Federal student sup-
port and academic enrichment grant
funding to support accounting edu-
cation, including accounting career
awareness. The Student Support and
Academic Enrichment Grant Program
was created as part of the Every Student
Succeeds Act and aims to help States
and school districts offer a well-round-
ed educational experience to all stu-
dents. The Accounting STEM Pursuit Act
would also allow school districts to use
this flexible grant to strengthen their
accounting curricula.

Businesses and individuals rely on
accountants to help them develop and
reach their financial goals. The Ac-
counting STEM Pursuit Act would help
address the shortage of accountants by
promoting accounting education and
improving the pipeline of future ac-
countants. I encourage my colleagues
to support this bipartisan bill.

By Mr. REED (for himself, Mr.
BLUMENTHAL, Ms. DUCKWORTH,
Mr. FETTERMAN, Mr. HEINRICH,
Mr. LUJAN, Mr. MERKLEY, Mr.
PADILLA, Mr. SCHATZ, Ms.
SMITH, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Mr.
WHITEHOUSE, Mr. WARNOCK, Mr.
WELCH, Mr. WYDEN, and Mr.
BOOKER):

S. 3793. A bill to amend the Truth in
Lending Act to extend the consumer
credit protections provided to members
of the Armed Forces and their depend-
ents under title 10, United States Code,
to all consumers; to the Committee on
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs.

Mr. REED. Mr. President, today I am
reintroducing the Predatory Lending
Elimination Act along with many of
my colleagues. This important legisla-
tion would extend the bipartisan Mili-
tary Lending Act, MLA, protections for
Active-Duty servicemembers and their
families to all Americans by imposing
a nationwide 36 percent cap on the an-
nual percentage rate, APR, for most
extensions of consumer credit.

The MLA was enacted on a bipartisan
basis in 2006 to rein in payday and
other unscrupulous lenders that tar-
geted American troops with abusive
and predatory loans. Unfortunately,
the MLA does not protect veterans or
Gold Star families from these exploita-
tive practices. Servicemembers and
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their families should not lose impor-
tant consumer protections simply be-
cause they retire, separate from honor-
able service, or lose their loved ones.
Frankly, all Americans deserve to be
shielded from these kinds of predatory
loans, and that is just what our bill
does.

Hundreds of millions of American
consumers could benefit from a 36-per-
cent APR cap. In States that do not
have such a cap, predatory lenders can
offer loans with triple-digit APRs that
trap individuals in cycles of debt. For
instance, the Consumer Financial Pro-
tection Bureau found that 80 percent of
payday loans are rolled over or re-
newed within 2 weeks. This practice
can subject borrowers not just to high
nominal interest rates but also to high
fees that can quickly surpass the
amount of money originally borrowed.
These are hallmarks of predatory lend-
ing and poor underwriting.

According to a coalition of commu-
nity organizations, payday lenders are
known to target the most vulnerable,
including seniors, veterans, and low-in-
come borrowers. Many in these com-
munities are already struggling to
make ends meet as they navigate the
President’s tariffs and stubbornly high
prices, and are continuing to pay exor-
bitant APRs may cause them to fall
deeper into economic insecurity. This
is why it is important to extend strong
protections against unscrupulous lend-
ers to all Americans.

The MLA’s successful track record
demonstrates that providing reason-
able, responsible limits on interest
rates does not cut off consumers’ ac-
cess to credit. According to a May 2021
report from the Department of Defense,
“‘credit cards, auto loans, and personal
loans are widely available at risk-based
rates under the 36 percent [military]
APR” and ‘“‘[s]ervice members continue
to have ample access to necessary cred-
it.”

Moreover, this legislation would fol-
low the trend in many States towards
greater protections against predatory
loans. Nineteen States and the District
of Columbia have enacted 36 percent
APR caps or banned payday loans.
Lenders in these States have incentives
to offer more affordable loans that bor-
rowers have an ability to repay. The
same incentives should apply across
the Nation.

I thank the 176 consumer advocacy
groups, faith-based organizations, vet-
eran service organizations, and trade
associations that support this bill, in-
cluding the Consumer Federation of
America, the National Consumer Law
Center, on behalf of its low-income cli-
ents, the Center for Responsible Lend-
ing, Americans for Financial Reform,
Amalgamated Bank, the Military Offi-
cers Association of America, and the
National Military Family Association.

I urge our colleagues to join us in
supporting this important legislation.

By Mr. DURBIN (for himself and
Mr. BLUMENTHAL):
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S. 3797. A bill to amend the Federal
Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act to estab-
lish new prohibited acts relating to die-
tary supplements; to the Committee on
Health, Education, Labor, and Pen-
sions.

S. 3797

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Prohibiting
Tianeptine and Other Dangerous Products
Act of 2026”.

SEC. 2. NEW PROHIBITED ACTS RELATING TO DI-
ETARY SUPPLEMENTS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 301 of the Federal
Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C. 331)
is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing:

““(jii) The introduction or delivery for in-
troduction into interstate commerce of any
product marketed as a dietary supplement
that does not meet the definition of a die-
tary supplement under section 201(ff).

‘“(kkk) The introduction or delivery for in-
troduction into interstate commerce of a di-
etary supplement that has been prepared,
packed, or held using the assistance of, or at
the direction of, a person debarred under sec-
tion 306.”.

(b) NEW IMPORT EXCLUSION.—Section 801(a)
of the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act
(21 U.S.C. 381(a)) is amended in paragraph (3)
of the third sentence, by striking ‘‘section
301(11)”’ and inserting ‘‘paragraph (11), (jjj), or
(kkk) of section 301”°.

(c) NEW SEIZURE AUTHORITIES.—Section 304
of the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act
(21 U.S.C. 334) is amended—

(1) in subsection (a)(1), in the first sen-
tence, by striking ‘‘section section 301(11),
404, or 505 and inserting ‘‘paragraph (11),
(jii), or (kkk) of section 301, section 404, or
section 505’’; and

(2) in subsection (d)(1), in the first sen-
tence, by inserting ¢, or product in violation
of paragraph (jjj) or (kkk) of section 301,”
after ‘‘condemned under this section”.

————

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION  597—PRO-
VIDING FOR THE AUTHORITY TO
INITIATE LITIGATION FOR AC-
TIONS BY THE PRESIDENT AND
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE OFFI-
CIALS INCONSISTENT WITH
THEIR DUTIES UNDER THE LAWS
OF THE UNITED STATES

Mr. SCHUMER (for himself, Mr.
MERKLEY, Mr. LUJAN, Mr. SCHIFF, Mr.
VAN HOLLEN, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr.
DURBIN, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Ms. KLO-
BUCHAR, Mr. WYDEN, Mr. KiMm, Mr.
GALLEGO, Mr. BOOKER, Mr. HEINRICH,
Mr. SCHATZ, and Ms. HIRONO) submitted
the following resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on Rules and
Administration:

S. RES. 597

Whereas Public Law 119-38 (the Epstein
Files Transparency Act, referred to in this
resolution as the ‘‘Act’”) was passed with
overwhelming bipartisan support in both the
Senate and the House of Representatives,
and with their vote, every United States
Senator, and 427 bipartisan House members
sent a clear and simple message: Release all
the Epstein files;
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Whereas the Act required the release of
“all” records, documents, communications,
and investigation materials in a searchable
and downloadable format by December 19,
2025;

Whereas the Act provided for limited, nar-
rowly tailored grounds for withholding or re-
dacting information made public in compli-
ance with the law;

Whereas, on December 19, 2025, Deputy At-
torney General Todd Blanche said the Jus-
tice Department would release an initial, but
not complete, portion of the Epstein files,
which would include ‘‘several hundred thou-
sand documents’ from its Epstein investiga-
tive files;

Whereas the Act provides no exception to
meeting the December 19, 2025, release dead-
line;

Whereas the Department of Justice re-
leased only 12,285 documents, representing
less than 1 percent of the total files in the
Department’s possession, between December
19, 2025, and December 22, 2025;

Whereas the Department of Justice sought
to inflate the total numbers of documents re-
leased;

Whereas, on its website, the Department of
Justice has also posted other Epstein-related
material, which was already made public be-
fore enactment of the Act, including records
previously produced under the Freedom of
Information Act, the July Maxwell inter-
view, the Bureau of Prison footage of
Epstein’s jail cell on the night of his death,
prior Department of Justice Office of Profes-
sional Responsibility and Office of Inspector
General reports and statements, and a link
to the website of the Committee on Over-
sight of the House of Representatives;

Whereas the Department of Justice an-
nounced on December 24, 2025, that it had ap-
parently discovered over 1,000,000 additional
documents, and that the Department was re-
viewing over 5,000,000 pages, which would
take several weeks to review and release to
the public;

Whereas the Department of Justice re-
leased another production of files on Janu-
ary 30, 2025, which it represented as the final
production of Epstein files;

Whereas the Department of Justice an-
nounced it would release 3,000,000 pages,
which was half of the 6,000,000 pages it ac-
knowledged collecting, yet it released fewer
than 2,700,000 pages, falling materially short
of its stated production;

Whereas the released documents were ex-
tensively redacted, not in compliance with
the limited scope of redactions permitted in
the Act; and

Whereas the released material improperly
disclosed Epstein survivor information,
while in other instances, withholding or re-
dacting information concerning Epstein co-
conspirators and enablers from disclosure:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That—

(1) the Majority Leader of the Senate shall
initiate or intervene in one or more civil ac-
tions in the name of the Senate in a Federal
Court of competent jurisdiction to seek ap-
propriate relief regarding the failure of the
Department of Justice to act in a manner
consistent with Public Law 119-38 (the Ep-
stein Files Transparency Act);

(2) the Majority Leader of the Senate shall
notify the Senate when the body initiates or
intervenes in any civil action pursuant to
this resolution; and

(3) the Office of Senate Legal Counsel, or
any other counsel designated at the direc-
tion of the Majority Leader of the Senate,
following consultation with the Minority
Leader of the Senate, shall represent the
Senate in any civil action initiated, or in
which the Senate intervenes, pursuant to
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this resolution, and any counsel so des-
ignated is authorized to designate funds for
such representation approved by the Major-
ity Leader of the Senate out of the miscella-
neous line item appropriations.

SENATE RESOLUTION  598—CON-
DEMNING AND CALLING FOR
THE REVERSAL OF PRESIDENT
TRUMP’S DECISION TO ALLOW
THE EXPORT OF ADVANCED AR-
TIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE CHIPS
TO THE UNITED ARAB EMIR-
ATES, DESPITE SIGNIFICANT
RISKS TO NATIONAL SECURITY
AND JUST MONTHS AFTER THE
UNITED ARAB EMIRATES SIGNED
A SECRET $500,000,000 DEAL TO
BUY CLOSE TO A MAJORITY
STAKE IN THE TRUMP FAMILY
CRYPTO COMPANY WORLD LIB-
ERTY FINANCIAL

Ms. WARREN (for herself, Mr. VAN
HOLLEN, Mr. KiM, and Ms. SLOTKIN)
submitted the following resolution;
which was referred to the Committee
on Banking, Housing, and Urban Af-
fairs:

S. RES. 598

Whereas 4 days before the inauguration of
Donald Trump as President of the United
States in 2025, officials representing Sheikh
Tahnoon bin Zayed Al Nahyan, the top secu-
rity official of the United Arab Emirates,
who is often referred to as the ‘‘spy sheikh”,
reportedly signed a $500,000,000 deal to pur-
chase 49 percent of the Trump family’s
crypto company World Liberty Financial;

Whereas, as part of an initial $250,000,000
installment, the Tahnoon-backed company
making the purchase reportedly directed a
payment of $187,000,000 to Trump family enti-
ties;

Whereas another $31,000,000 was reportedly
directed to flow to entities connected to the
family of Steve Witkoff, who was a co-found-
er of World Liberty Financial and who serves
as President Trump’s special envoy to the
Middle East;

Whereas, after the $500,000,000 deal was
signed, Tahnoon repeatedly met with Presi-
dent Trump, Mr. Witkoff, and other officials
in the Trump administration while pushing
for access to advanced artificial intelligence
chips;

Whereas, after the $500,000,000 deal was
signed, the Trump administration approved
the sale of advanced artificial intelligence
chips to the United Arab Emirates, despite
longstanding concerns about the country’s
ties to the People’s Republic of China and
the risk that advanced chips would be di-
verted there and jeopardize the national se-
curity of the United States;

Whereas the People’s Republic of China is
seeking advanced artificial intelligence
chips from the United States to enhance the
lethality of its military and to supplant the
United States as the global leader in tech-
nology; and

Whereas the risks to national security
posed by President Trump’s decisions and
the serious corruption underlying those deci-
sions must be condemned and addressed im-
mediately: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate condemns Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s decision to allow the
sale of advanced artificial intelligence chips
to the United Arab Emirates and calls for
the reversal of that decision.
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SENATE RESOLUTION 599—EX-
PRESSING THE SENSE OF THE
SENATE THAT PROTECTING AND
ADVANCING THE RIGHTS OF
WOMEN AND GIRLS IN THE RE-
PUBLIC OF HAITI IS CRITICAL
TO THE SUCCESS OF HAITT'S
TRANSITION FROM CRISIS AND
ITS FUTURE STABILITY, CON-
DEMNING THE FAILURE TO CEN-
TER WOMEN’S LEADERSHIP AND
DISTINCT NEEDS TO DATE, AND
CALLING FOR URGENT MEAS-
URES TO SECURE ALL HUMAN
RIGHTS OF WOMEN AND GIRLS
IN HAITI

Mrs. SHAHEEN (for herself, Ms. COL-
LINS, Ms. MURKOWSKI, and Ms. ROSEN)
submitted the following resolution;
which was referred to the Committee
on Foreign Relations:

S. RES. 599

Whereas women and girls in Haiti are sub-
jected to systematic discrimination across
all areas of public and private life and en-
demic gender-based violence, and have been
systematically excluded from political and
other leadership roles such that Haiti was
nearly last in the world for women’s partici-
pation in Parliament after its last elections;

Whereas women and girls are distinctly af-
fected by the current deteriorating security,
governance, and humanitarian crisis in
Haiti, and are being subjected to widespread
sexual and other forms of gender-based vio-
lence, including collective rape and sexual
exploitation that is being deliberately wield-
ed as a tool of conflict to control and ter-
rorize communities;

Whereas the pervasive threat of gender-
based violence has led to a significant reduc-
tion in women’s and girls’ freedom of move-
ment, civic participation, and economic ac-
tivity, further increasing their vulnerability
to exploitation and abuse, especially in situ-
ations of displacement;

Whereas, despite the critical need for sur-
vivor support services like emergency med-
ical care, shelter, and judicial recourse, ac-
cess to such services remains severely lim-
ited, impeded, and in some areas, non-
existent, and impunity for gender-based vio-
lence remains the norm;

Whereas the Constitution of Haiti ex-
pressly requires ‘‘the equity of gender’’, pro-
vides that at least 30 percent of all positions
and offices ‘‘at all levels of national life, no-
tably in the public services’ and in elections
be reserved for women, and incorporates as
national law all rights recognized by the
United Nations Convention on the Elimi-
nation of All Forms of Discrimination
Against Women, signed at New York Decem-
ber 18, 1979, and the Inter-American Conven-
tion on the Prevention, Punishment, and
Eradication of Violence against Women,
done at Belem do Para June 9, 1994;

Whereas Haiti’s transitional government
has failed to include women and girls on an
equal basis in leadership and decision-mak-
ing positions or to meet the 30-percent con-
stitutional minimum requirement, most
egregiously exemplified by the fact that no
women hold any of the 7 voting seats on the
Transitional Presidential Council;

Whereas civil society organizations in
Haiti have documented and denounced the
lack of adequate government protections,
services, and responses to the distinct secu-
rity, economic, and human rights needs of
Haitian women and girls, as well as the tran-
sitional government’s failure to sufficiently
include women in decision making, in viola-
tion of their rights;
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Whereas the United States Government
voted into effect a series of United Nations
Security Council resolutions that collec-
tively established the Women, Peace, and Se-
curity (in this preamble referred to as
“WPS’’) Agenda, which urges member states
to increase women’s representation in insti-
tutions and mechanisms for preventing,
mitigating, and resolving conflict and to
center the rights of women and girls, and
further explicitly recognizes that weaponized
gender-based violence exacerbates conflict
and represents a threat to international
peace and security;

Whereas centering women'’s leadership and
specific needs is thus an established best
practice for conflict-affected transitions, re-
flecting the empirical recognition that when
women are included, outcomes are more ef-
fective and sustainable;

Whereas the United States Government
recognized the WPS Agenda as ‘‘both a moral
and strategic imperative of U.S. foreign pol-
icy and national security’” and became the
first country to adopt a comprehensive law
on WPS when Congress passed and President
Donald Trump signed into law the Women,
Peace, and Security Act of 2017 (Public Law
115-68);

Whereas that Act requires policies that
promote and encourage partner governments
to ensure the meaningful participation of
women in conflict resolution, along with
their physical safety, economic security, and
dignity, recognizing explicitly that women’s
engagement in resolving conflict is critical
to long-term stability and democracy;

Whereas the 2019 United States Strategy
on Women, Peace, and Security, effectuated
by President Donald Trump, requires meas-
ures to support women’s participation in de-
cision making related to crises and to pro-
mote the protection of women’s and girls’
human rights, access to aid, and safety from
violence, abuse, and exploitation around the
world;

Whereas the international partners work-
ing with the transitional government of
Haiti to respond to its crisis have largely
failed to center the principles of the WPS
Agenda, providing limited support to ad-
dressing sexual violence and paying little no-
tice to other rights and obligations, includ-
ing especially women’s leadership;

Whereas civil society in Haiti has with
global support launched a Policy Framework
for an Effective and Equitable Transition,
which outlines for the transitional govern-
ment and its international partners the ap-
plicable legal obligations and best practices,
such as the WPS Agenda, and sets out con-
crete recommendations with the aim of sup-
porting a more equitable and thus more ef-
fective transition from crisis; and

Whereas the failure to center women’s
leadership and women-specific needs and pro-
tections in Haiti’s transition threatens the
effectiveness of the transition and the long-

term security, democracy, and socio-
economic development of Haiti: Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) condemns the systematic sexual vio-
lence and other gender-based harms directed
at women and girls in Haiti and the accom-
panying lack of protection, services, and ac-
countability, which constitute breaches of
Haiti’s legal obligations under Haitian and
international law;

(2) condemns the persistent exclusion and
marginalization of women in Haiti’s transi-
tional government and in other leadership
and decision-making positions, especially
with respect to restoring security, manage-
ment of displacement sites, and delivery of
humanitarian relief, which  constitute
breaches of Haiti’s legal obligations under
Haitian and international law;
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(3) condemns the failure of Haiti’s inter-
national partners to center the distinct
needs of women and girls in policies, pro-
grams, and efforts to provide good offices or
otherwise support Haiti’s transitional gov-
ernment;

(4) condemns the unilateral steps under-
taken by the Department of State and the
Department of Defense to dismantle their in-
stitutional commitments to Women, Peace,
and Security, including by closing the Office
of Global Women’s Issues in the proposed re-
organization of the Department of State and
ending the Women, Peace, and Security pro-
gram at the Department of Defense, and
finds those actions to be contrary to legisla-
tion duly enacted by Congress, including the
Women, Peace, and Security Act of 2017
(Public Law 115-68);

(5) finds that the failure to respect Haitian
and international obligations to include
women’s leadership and address women’s spe-
cific needs endangers all efforts to restore
security and stable democratic governance
in Haiti;

(6) finds that confronting widespread gen-
der-based violence against women and girls
in Haiti is indispensable for stabilizing and
rebuilding Haiti and must be a central tenet
of all security and accountability policies;

(7) finds that failure to specifically con-
sider and endeavor to dismantle historical
and structural inequalities and discrimina-
tion risks entrenching or worsening such
practices and their harmful consequences;

(8) concludes that policies, programs, and
corresponding budgetary allocations must be
urgently implemented so as to—

(A) ensure that, in conformity with the
Constitution of Haiti, women fill at min-
imum 30 percent of all government, leader-
ship, and decision-making positions, includ-
ing especially top ministerial, directorate,
and commission positions that are concerned
with restoring security, delivering humani-
tarian assistance, and planning for any elec-
tions;

(B) ensure that women serving in any such
positions are fully and equally empowered
and funded so as to be able to exercise mean-
ingful and effective authority associated
with their positions;

(C) prioritize and fund policies and pro-
grams concerned with protecting women and
girls in Haiti from sexual and other forms of
gender-based violence;

(D) prioritize and fund services for sur-
vivors of sexual and other forms of gender-
based violence, especially medical and psy-
chological assistance, shelter, and protec-
tion;

(E) prioritize and fund investigations and
prosecutions of sexual violence and other
forms of gender-based harms, including the
preservation of evidence and protection for
survivors and witnesses;

(F) take all necessary steps to ensure the
safety of women and girls in displacement
sites, including measures consistent with
Inter-American Commission on Human
Rights Precautionary Measures MC 340/1,
namely—

(i) to provide medical and psychological
care to survivors of gender-based violence;

(ii) to adequately secure displacement
sites;

(iii) to ensure public officials respond ade-
quately to incidents of gender-based vio-
lence;

(iv) to create specialized units to inves-
tigate and prosecute such cases; and

(v) to ensure that grassroots women’s
groups are adequately represented in dis-
placement site management;

(G) require across all relevant government
and foreign assistance programs and policies
explicit consideration of the distinct needs
of women and girls in Haiti, especially in the
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context of security, elections and govern-
ance, and humanitarian relief;

(H) require across all relevant government
and foreign assistance programs and policies
that collection of data is gender-
disaggregated and trauma-informed, includ-
ing especially with respect to crimes, hu-
manitarian need, and civic engagement; and

(I) adopt a feminist policy that places the
promotion of gender equality and the em-
powerment of women and girls at its center,
and in particular, to base policies, programs,
and planning on the Policy Framework for
an Effective and Equitable Transition pro-
mulgated by civil society in Haiti;

(9) calls on all actors engaged with the sit-
uation in Haiti to comply with their inter-
national human rights commitments and to
meet their obligations to the women and
girls of Haiti under the Women, Peace, and
Security Agenda, most notably to promote
the meaningful participation of women in
leadership and decision making and to cen-
ter the distinct needs of women and girls, es-
pecially protection from and accountability
for sexual and other forms of gender-based
violence;

(10) expresses appreciation for the role that
civil society in Haiti, especially Haitian
feminist and women’s rights organizations,
have been playing in delivering critical serv-
ices and advocating for more effective and
equitable policies;

(11) calls upon all actors engaged with the
situation in Haiti to closely consult with
civil society in Haiti and in particular with
Haitian feminist and women’s rights organi-
zations, especially those working at the
grassroots level, when formulating policies,
programs, and budgets, especially with re-
spect to matters concerning security, elec-
tions and governance, and humanitarian re-
lief, and to provide those organizations with
adequate funding;

(12) calls upon all actors engaged with the
situation in Haiti to tangibly invest in the
long-term equality of Haiti’s women and
girls by implementing forward-looking
plans, policies, and programs concerned with
legislative, institutional, and policy changes
to that end; and

(13) resolves to rebuild the Office of Global
Women’s Issues at the Department of State
and the Women, Peace, and Security pro-
gram in the Department of Defense to ad-
vance United States Government commit-
ments to women human rights defenders
building peace and security in Haiti and be-
yond.

—————

SENATE RESOLUTION 600—RECOG-
NIZING JANUARY 2026 AS ‘“NA-
TIONAL MENTORING MONTH”

Mr. WHITEHOUSE (for himself, Mr.
MULLIN, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Ms. BLUNT
ROCHESTER, Mr. BOOKER, Mr. COONS,
Ms. DUCKWORTH, Mr. DURBIN, Ms. HAS-
SAN, Mr. KAINE, Mr. KiNG, Ms. KLO-
BUCHAR, Mr. MURPHY, Mr. REED, Ms.
ROSEN, Ms. SMITH, Mr. VAN HOLLEN,
Mr. WYDEN, Mr. KELLY, Mr. LUJAN, Ms.
CANTWELL, Mr. OSSOFF, Mr. BARRASSO,
Mr. LANKFORD, Ms. COLLINS, Mr. SUL-
LIVAN, Mr. DAINES, Mr. TILLIS, Mrs.
BRITT, Mr. MARKEY, and Ms. BALDWIN)
submitted the following resolution;
which was considered and agreed to:

S. RES. 600

Whereas the goals of National Mentoring
Month are to raise awareness and celebrate
the powerful impact of mentoring relation-
ships, recruit new mentors, and encourage
institutions to integrate quality mentoring
into their policies, practices, and programs;
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Whereas quality mentoring fosters positive
life and social skills, promotes self-esteem,
bolsters academic achievement and college
access, supports career exploration, and nur-
tures youth leadership development;

Whereas mentoring happens in many set-
tings, including community-based programs,
elementary and secondary schools, colleges,
government agencies, religious institutions,
youth sports teams, and the workplace, and
in various ways, including formal mentoring
matches and informal relationships with
teachers, coaches, neighbors, faith leaders,
and others;

Whereas effective mentoring of under-
served and vulnerable populations helps indi-
viduals confront challenges and display im-
proved mental health and social and emo-
tional well-being;

Whereas studies have shown that incor-
porating culture and heritage into men-
toring programs can improve academic out-
comes and increase community engagement,
especially for Alaska Native and American
Indian youth;

Whereas mentoring encourages positive
youth development and smart daily behav-
iors, such as finishing homework and having
healthy social interactions, and has a posi-
tive impact on the growth and success of a
young person;

Whereas mentors help young people set ca-
reer goals and can help connect mentees to
industry professionals to train for and find
jobs;

Whereas mentoring programs generally
have a significant, positive impact on youth
academic achievement, school connectedness
and engagement, and educational success,
which lead to outcomes such as improved at-
tendance, grades and test scores, and class-
room behavior;

Whereas research has found that young
people facing risk of not completing high
school but who had a mentor were, compared
with their peers, more likely to enroll in col-
lege, to participate regularly in sports or ex-
tracurricular activities, to hold a leadership
position in a club or sports team, and to vol-
unteer regularly, and less likely to start
using drugs;

Whereas mentoring has long been a staple
of juvenile justice and violence prevention
efforts and can offer comprehensive support
to youth at risk for committing violence or
victimization, as mentoring can address
many risk factors at once;

Whereas mentoring relationships for youth
facing risk, such as foster youth, can have a
positive impact on a wide range of factors,
including mental health, educational func-
tioning and attainment, peer relationships,
employment, and housing stability;

Whereas mentoring programs have been
found to have a meaningful positive impact
on mental health symptoms across a variety
of outcomes, including internalizing and
externalizing mental health symptoms,
interpersonal relationships, and reducing pa-
rental stress;

Whereas mentoring is an innovative, evi-
dence-based practice and, uniquely, is both a
prevention and intervention strategy that
can support young people of all demo-
graphics and backgrounds in all aspects of
their lives;

Whereas each of the benefits of mentors de-
scribed in this preamble serves to link youth
to economic and social opportunity while
also strengthening communities in the
United States;

Whereas, despite the benefits of mentoring,
40 percent of young persons in the United
States are growing up without a mentor, rep-
resenting approximately 1,800,000 youth who
do not have someone outside of the home to
offer real life guidance and support;
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Whereas this ‘‘mentoring gap’”’ dem-
onstrates the need for collaboration between
the private, public, and nonprofit sectors to
increase resources for relationship-centric
supports for youth in communities, schools,
and workplaces; and

Whereas volunteer mentors report getting
as much out of a mentoring relationship as
the young person, with 70 percent of mentors
reporting finding the relationship highly sat-
isfying, 80 percent indicating they plan to
continue mentoring, and 76 percent recom-
mending stepping up to be a volunteer men-
tor to friends and family: Now, therefore, be
it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) recognizes January 2026 as ‘‘National
Mentoring Month’’;

(2) recognizes the caring adults who serve
as staff and volunteers at quality mentoring
programs and help the young people of the
United States find inner strength and reach
their full potential;

(3) acknowledges that mentoring is bene-
ficial because it supports educational
achievement, engagement, and self-con-
fidence, supports young people in setting ca-
reer goals and expanding social capital, re-
duces juvenile delinquency, and strengthens
communities;

(4) promotes the establishment and expan-
sion of quality mentoring programs across
the United States to equip young people with
the tools needed to lead healthy and produc-
tive lives; and

(5) supports initiatives to close the ‘“‘men-
toring gap’ that exists for the many young
people in the United States who do not have
meaningful connections with adults outside
the home.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 601—DESIG-
NATING THE WEEK BEGINNING
FEBRUARY 2, 2026, AS “NATIONAL
TRIBAL COLLEGES AND UNIVER-
SITIES WEEK”

Mr. HEINRICH (for himself, Mr.
DAINES, Ms. BALDWIN, Mr. BARRASSO,
Mr. BENNET, Ms. CANTWELL, Mr.
CRAMER, Mr. DURBIN, Mrs. FISCHER, Mr.
GALLEGO, Ms. HIRONO, Mr. HOEVEN, Mr.
KELLY, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mr. LANKFORD,
Mr. LUJAN, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. PADILLA,
Mr. PETERS, Ms. ROSEN, Mr. ROUNDS,
Mr. SCHATZ, Mr. SHEEHY, Ms. SMITH,
Ms. WARREN, and Mr. SANDERS) sub-
mitted the following resolution; which
was considered and agreed to:

S. RES. 601

Whereas there are 35 Tribal Colleges and
Universities operating on more than 90 cam-
puses in 16 States;

Whereas Tribal Colleges and Universities
are tribally chartered or federally chartered
institutions of higher education and there-
fore have a unique relationship with the Fed-
eral Government;

Whereas Tribal Colleges and Universities
serve students from more than 250 federally
recognized Indian Tribes;

Whereas Tribal Colleges and Universities
offer students access to knowledge and skills
grounded in cultural traditions and values,
including Native languages, which—

(1) enhances Indian communities; and

(2) enriches the United States as a Nation;

Whereas Tribal Colleges and Universities
provide access to high-quality postsecondary
educational opportunities for—

(1) American Indians;

(2) Alaska Natives; and

(3) other individuals that live in some of
the most isolated and economically de-
pressed areas in the United States;
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Whereas Tribal Colleges and Universities
are accredited institutions of higher edu-
cation that prepare students to succeed in
the global and highly competitive workforce;

Whereas, in fiscal year 2023, alumni from
Tribal Colleges and Universities contributed
$3.8 billion to the national economy, which is
the equivalent of supporting 40,732 jobs;

Whereas, in fiscal year 2023, for every $1.00
spent on Tribal Colleges and Universities—

(1) students of those colleges and univer-
sities gain $7.50 in lifetime earnings;

(2) taxpayers gain $1.60 in added tax rev-
enue and public sector savings; and

(3) society gains $4.80 in added income and
social savings;

Whereas Tribal Colleges and Universities
have open enrollment policies, and approxi-
mately 16 percent of the students at Tribal
Colleges and Universities are non-Indian in-
dividuals; and

Whereas the collective mission and the
considerable achievements of Tribal Colleges
and Universities deserve national recogni-
tion: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates the week beginning February
2, 2026, as ‘‘National Tribal Colleges and Uni-
versities Week’’; and

(2) calls on the people of the United States
and interested groups to observe National
Tribal Colleges and Universities Week with
appropriate activities and programs to dem-
onstrate support for Tribal Colleges and Uni-
versities.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 602—SUP-
PORTING THE UNITED STATES
OLYMPIC AND PARALYMPIC
TEAMS IN THE 2026 OLYMPIC
AND PARALYMPIC WINTER
GAMES

Ms. KLOBUCHAR (for herself, Mr.

BENNET, Mr. LANKFORD, Mr. BOOZMAN,
Mr. HICKENLOOPER, Mr. LEE, Mr.
SCHIFF, Mr. CURTIS, Mr. PADILLA, Mr.
MULLIN, Mr. KING, Mrs. BLACKBURN,
Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr.
BARRASSO, Mr. KiM, Mrs. CAPITO, Mr.
REED, Mr. ROUNDS, Ms. SLOTKIN, Mr.
JUSTICE, and Mr. COONS) submitted the
following resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation:
S. REs. 602

Whereas, for more than 100 years, the
Olympic and Paralympic Movements have—

(1) educated young people through amateur
athletics;

(2) brought together athletes from many
countries in friendly competition; and

(3) forged new relationships among ath-
letes bound by friendship, solidarity, and fair
play;

Whereas the Milano Cortina 2026 Olympic
Games will take place in Italy from Feb-
ruary 6, 2026, to February 22, 2026, and the
Milano Cortina 2026 Paralympic Games will
take place in Italy from March 6, 2026, to
March 15, 2026;

Whereas the United States Olympic and
Paralympic Teams (referred to in this pre-
amble as ‘“Team USA’’) have won 2,077 gold
medals, 1,780 silver medals, and 1,657 bronze
medals, totaling 5,514 medals, during the
past Summer and Winter Olympic and
Paralympic Games;

Whereas, at the 2026 Olympic Games, over
2,900 athletes from 93 countries will compete
in 16 sports disciplines and 116 medal events,
and at the 2026 Paralympic Games, 665 ath-
letes from more than 50 countries will com-
pete in 16 sports disciplines and 79 events;
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Whereas, at the 2026 Olympic Games, Team
USA will compete in 16 sports disciplines and
111 contested events;

Whereas the United States plans to send
232 athletes to participate in the 2026 Olym-
pic Games, including 115 women and 117 men;

Whereas the United States has already
qualified at least 36 athletes to participate in
the 2026 Paralympic Games, with many more
expected to qualify;

Whereas the people of the United States
stand united in respect, admiration, and
pride for the athletes of Team USA and their
athletic accomplishments, sportsmanship,
grace under pressure, goodwill toward other
competitors, and commitment to excellence;

Whereas the many accomplishments of
Team USA would not have been possible
without the hard work and dedication of the
many sports organizations, administrators,
coaches, and family members who have pro-
vided critical support to the athletes;

Whereas the United States maintains a
commitment to the safety and security of
Team USA;

Whereas the United States Government is
grateful to Italy for hosting the 2026 Olympic
and Paralympic Games;

Whereas, upon the conclusion of the 2026
Milano Cortina Olympic and Paralympic
Winter Games, the United States will as-
sume the role of host-country of the next
Summer Games and stands ready to support
the athletes and organizers of the 2028 L.os
Angeles Olympic and Paralympic Summer
Games and those of the 2034 Utah Olympic
and Paralympic Winter Games; and

Whereas Team USA exemplifies rigorous
competition, fair play, and the pursuit of
dreams: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) applauds the athletes and coaches of the
United States Olympic and Paralympic
Teams (referred to in this resolution as
“Team USA”) and the families who support
them;

(2) commends the Government of Italy and
the regional and local governments of Italy,
including the governments of Milan and Cor-
tina d’Ampezzo, for their efforts to commit
tremendous resources to provide a safe and
secure environment for the 2026 Olympic and
Paralympic Games;

(3) supports the athletes of Team USA in
competing at the 2026 Olympic and
Paralympic Winter Games; and

(4) commits to ensuring a safe and secure
environment for the fans attending and ath-
letes competing in the 2028 Los Angeles
Olympic and Paralympic Summer Games, at
events in both Los Angeles and Oklahoma
City, and in the 2034 Utah Olympic and
Paralympic Winter Games.

—————

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I have
three requests for committees to meet
during today’s session of the Senate.
They have the approval of the Majority
and Minority Leaders.

Pursuant to Rule XXVI, paragraph
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session
of the Senate:

COMMITTEE ON BANKING, HOUSING, AND URBAN
AFFAIRS

The Committee on Banking, Housing,
and Urban Affairs is authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on Thursday, February 5, 2026, at 10
a.m., to conduct a hearing.
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COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR,
AND PENSIONS

The Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions is author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Thursday, February 5, 2026,
at 10 a.m., to conduct a hearing.

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY

The Committee on the Judiciary is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Thursday, February 5,
2026, at 10:15 a.m., to conduct an execu-
tive business meeting.

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR

Ms. WARREN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that privileges of
the floor be granted to a member of my
staff, Henry Wu, for today, February 5,
2026.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

——

RECOGNIZING JANUARY 2026 AS
“NATIONAL MENTORING MONTH”

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to consideration S. Res. 600,
submitted earlier today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 600) recognizing Janu-
ary 2026 as ‘‘National Mentoring Month’’.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. THUNE. I ask unanimous con-
sent the resolution be agreed to, the
preamble be agreed to, and the motion
to reconsider be considered made and
laid upon the table with no intervening
action or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.”’)

————

RECOGNIZING THE 15TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE JANUARY 8, 2011,
TUCSON, ARIZONA, SHOOTING
AND HONORING THE SURVIVORS
AND VICTIMS, INCLUDING
FORMER CONGRESSWOMAN
GABBY GIFFORDS, A GUN VIO-
LENCE SURVIVOR AND ONE OF
THE MOST INFLUENTIAL VOICES
OF COURAGE IN THE UNITED
STATES IN THE FIGHT TO END
GUN VIOLENCE

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent the Committee on
the Judiciary be discharged from fur-
ther consideration and the Senate pro-
ceed to consideration of S. Con. Res. 25.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the concurrent resolu-
tion by title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

600) was
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A concurrent resolution (S. Con. Res. 25)
recognizing the 15th anniversary of the Jan-
uary 8, 2011, Tucson, Arizona, shooting and
honoring the survivors and victims, includ-
ing former Congresswoman Gabby Giffords, a
gun violence survivor and one of the most in-
fluential voices of courage in the United
States in the fight to end gun violence.

There being no objection, the com-
mittee was discharged and the Senate
proceeded to consider the concurrent
resolution.

Mr. THUNE. I ask unanimous con-
sent the concurrent resolution be
agreed to, the preamble be agreed to,
and the motion to reconsider be consid-
ered made and laid upon the table with
no intervening action or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The concurrent resolution (S. Con.
Res. 25) was agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The concurrent resolution, with its
preamble, is printed in the RECORD of
January 8 (legislative day, January 7),
2026, under ‘“‘Submitted Resolutions.”’)

————

ORDERS FOR MONDAY, FEBRUARY
9, 2026

Mr. THUNE. I ask unanimous con-
sent that when the Senate completes
its business today, it stand adjourned
until 3 p.m., Monday, February 9; that
following the prayer and pledge, the
Journal of proceedings be approved to
date, morning hour deemed expired
time, the time for the two leaders be
reserved for their use later in the day,
and the Senate be in a period of morn-
ing business with Senators permitted
to speak therein for up to 10 minutes
each; finally, notwithstanding rule
XXII, the cloture motion with respect
to Calendar No. 608, Daniel Burrows,
ripen at 5:30 p.m.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————

ORDER FOR ADJOURNMENT

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, if there is
no further business to come before the
Senate, I ask that it stand adjourned
under the previous order, following the
remarks of Senator GRASSLEY.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. MORENO. The great Senator
from Iowa.
——
WHISTLEBLOWERS

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President,
today, I am here to again speak about
the New York Times’ anti-whistle-
blower reporting. Obviously, it is very
misleading.

On January 18, 2026, Glenn Thrush,
Alan Feuer, and Adam Goldman gave
another big, wet kiss to their fired
friends from the Biden Department of
Justice and the Federal Bureau of In-
vestigation, and they did so in an effort
to intimidate, to smear, and to dis-
credit brave and patriotic whistle-
blowers. This has now become a pat-
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tern of conduct by the New York
Times, dating back to articles starting
in 2023.

On January 30, 2025, Alan Feuer and
Adam Goldman mischaracterized my
and Senator JOHNSON’s Arctic Frost
disclosures by saying ‘‘messages
showed that FBI investigators took
normal bureaucratic steps and pre-
cautions’ when opening the case.

Now, was this supposed to be an opin-
ion piece on behalf of terminated FBI
agents or a real news article?

Normal steps weren’t taken. As 1
noted in my February 3, 2025, floor
speech about FBI agent Thibault:

Does the New York Times [truly] believe
that it is normal for an Assistant Special
Agent in Charge to prepare case predication
for the opening of an investigation and then
feed it to a street agent?

Is it normal for an Assistant Special Agent
in Charge responsible for the most sensitive
political investigations in the FBI to be
forced to resign for partisanship on the job
and then be found to have violated the Hatch
Act for that same partisanship?

These two New York Times articles
are merely examples out of others that
could be addressed with the same
rebuttals. So, in the interest of time, I
will only address the January 18, 2026,
article that I came here to discuss with
my colleagues.

In that article, Thrush, Feuer, and
Goldman issued the same slobbering
defense of fired FBI agents whose
emails Senator JOHNSON and I made
public. So who does the Times end up
attacking? They have chosen this Sen-
ator, and they have also chosen to at-
tack my whistleblowers.

First, Thrush, Feuer, and Goldman
did get something right. Can you be-
lieve that? They said the FBI is pro-
ducing records ‘‘in response to long-
standing inquiries by Republicans on
Capitol Hill.”” The House and Senate
have finally begun to receive respon-
sive productions to our oversight re-
quests as the New York Times has cor-
rectly stated. Some of those requests
date back many years. Indeed, some re-
quests date back to the first Trump ad-
ministration. This isn’t a scandal the
Times would like to create. The Jus-
tice Department and the FBI have an
obligation to respond to congressional
inquiries.

To Attorney General Bondi’s and FBI
Director Patel’s credit, they have done
better in that regard than any of their
predecessors of Republican Presidents
and Democrat Presidents. Now, am I
fully satisfied? Of course not, but
Bondi and Patel deserve credit. If the
Biden administration had done the
same, I would have given the Biden ad-
ministration credit as well.

By and large, the records I have made
public in this and the last Congress are
directly from whistleblowers in
unredacted form to which my office ap-
plied limited redactions or the records
are from the government in response to
whistleblower disclosures that I have
shared.

There have been examples in this
Congress and the last where the gov-
ernment had no idea what records were
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in the files of the executive branch of
government until I transmitted whis-
tleblower disclosures to that same ex-
ecutive branch, the most recent being
the email about an FBI agent wanting
to criminally investigate Elon Musk.
This, too, is not a scandal that the
Times would like to imply because that
is called good government oversight,
and I have done good government over-
sight all of my career in the Senate.

Second, the Times said I called the
raid at Mar-a-Lago, where the FBI re-
portedly searched the rooms of the
First Lady and Barron Trump, a mis-
carriage of justice. Of course, when the
Times said that, they didn’t include
my full tweet. They left out the begin-
ning of the sentence where I said:
‘“Based on the records’ those records
showed that the FBI agents had many
concerns about the raid and ‘‘will not
do’’ the search warrant unless the Dep-
uty Director were to provide direction.

These are records that were covered
up by the Biden administration. In-
deed, the public ought to know and
give credit to those FBI agents for ex-
pressing their concerns and doing it in
writing; in other words, following what
the law requires.

I gave the same credit to FBI agents
who were obstructed by their leader-
ship and then-Secretary of State John
Kerry during the Obama administra-
tion. For example, at that time, I re-
leased a majority staff report just last
year. That report made public FBI
emails that showed agents tried to ar-
rest high-level Iranians but were
stopped from making those arrests.
Those agents were stopped then from
doing their jobs because of political
considerations relating to the 2015 Iran
nuclear deal that President Obama was
so intent upon getting finalized.

Lastly, I released records this year
showing FBI agents wanting to inves-
tigate election matters but were ob-
structed. Those agents created an in-
vestigative document that was sup-
pressed, in part, because the informa-
tion would have contradicted then-FBI
Director Wray’s testimony. The
records show real frustration among
the FBI rank and file. Again, I made
this information public to inform the
American people and to give due credit
to those agents who were standing up
for their work and following the law.

Relating back to the Times article,
the third issue to raise is that Thrush,
Feuer, and Goldman did something un-
forgivable. That unforgivable thing was
their article essentially accusing my
whistleblowers of violating the law. It
does so, in part, by citing a complaint
filed by J.P. Cooney and Molly Gaston.
These were two of Jack Smith’s par-
tisan prosecutors—prosecutors with a
mission to put President Trump in
prison when he was a private citizen
while he was between his two terms in
office. J.P. Cooney and Molly Gaston
reportedly accused the whistleblower
disclosures of violating grand jury se-
crecy rules when I obtained 197 of Jack
Smith’s subpoenas—wide-ranging sub-
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poenas—that violated the privacy of a
lot of people, including a lot of Mem-
bers of the Senate and Congress.

Senator JOHNSON and I then made
these subpoenas public—almost 2,000
pages of information. That information
exposed that Jack Smith, the pros-
ecutor, and his team targeted over 400
Republican individuals and Republican
and conservative organizations. In
some cases, Prosecutor Smith and his
team sought communications with the
media and the legislative branch. J.P.
Cooney and Molly Gaston were a part
of Jack Smith’s team; so that reported
complaint they filed against my whis-
tleblowers is littered with a lot of con-
flict of interest.

But let’s focus on this: Prosecutor
Smith and his team sought commu-
nications with the media. Instead of
the New York Times investigating and
reporting on that major constitutional
red flag, the Times brushes it aside and
gladly runs with the false accusations
from Cooney and Gaston against my
whistleblowers. In doing so, the Times
also links a 2020 Justice Department
opinion memo to the article to try and
support Cooney’s and Gaston’s whistle-
blower-chilling efforts.

The Department of Justice’s opinion
was scoped to ‘‘leaks to the press [of]
confidential information concerning
prosecutorial decision-making.”” The
whistleblower disclosures were to Con-
gress, not to the media.

The same Department of Justice’s
opinion also says in footnote No. 2 that
a separate statutory provision exists
that ‘“‘protects disclosure to Congress
using significantly different language
and raises distinct issues that we don’t
discuss in this opinion.”

The same Department of Justice
opinion also says, in part, that an em-
ployee is provided whistleblower pro-
tection ‘“‘when the employee reasonably
believes that the disclosure reveals a
violation of law or rules or exposes se-
rious wrongdoing as defined by stat-
ute.”

Thrush, Feuer, and Goldman’s opin-
ion piece fails three ways. They misled
the public by creating a false narrative
that whistleblower disclosures provided
to me and Senator JOHNSON were some-
how illegal.

Moreover, a fundamental precept of
whistleblowing is the First Amend-
ment. I thought the New York Times
and its left-leaning compatriots loved
the First Amendment.

Here, in this January 18 article, the
Times shreds the First Amendment
and, in doing so, undermines and de-
values patriotic whistleblowers. That
is an historic disgrace that will age
very poorly for these authors, their
editors, and the New York Times at
large.

The January 18 article also argues
that my critics say these whistle-
blowers won’t face reprisal because
Trump is in office. Reprisal isn’t a con-
dition precedent to be a whistleblower.
And how dare the Times make any in-
sinuation that my whistleblowers
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haven’t put themselves at risk. Wheth-
er there is a Republican or Democrat
running the White House, whistle-
blowers always face real risk: ruining
themselves professionally, losing their
job, all that and more. And mine—my
whistleblowers—have faced years of
risk because their disclosures to me
have occurred over a period of years,
not just during the Trump administra-
tion.

Here, too, the Times and the authors
try very hard to undercut the assertion
that my whistleblowers are protected
by law. It is an act done to chill, to in-
timidate, and to smear patriotic gov-
ernment workers.

In closing, perhaps the most dis-
appointing element of this article is
the quote from the Government Ac-
countability Project. The Government
Accountability Project is a group that
I have worked with for decades on leg-
islation and whistleblowers, and I con-
sider them a very fine organization,
not only helping whistleblowers, but
helping all of Congress in our responsi-
bility of oversight to see that the exec-
utive branch faithfully executes the
laws according to the constitutional
requirement.

The Government  Accountability
Project said this to the Times about
my whistleblowers not facing any risk
of reprisal:

There is no risk, given that it looks like
the entities who ordinarily might retaliate
apparently might be behind the release.

This is a shameful statement for the
New York Times and their authors to
make. So my office approached the
Government Accountability Project,
and this is what they told us: First, the
Government Accountability Project
apologized. They said about the New
York Times article:

It is not something the Government Ac-
countability Project wanted to have our or-
ganization part of.

Second, the Government Account-
ability Project said the quoted em-
ployee ‘‘is a contract lawyer who isn’t
authorized to speak for the organiza-
tion beyond his clients.”

The Government Accountability
Project asked the Times to make that

correction, but, ‘“‘unfortunately, they
declined.”
Third, the Government Account-

ability Project said it didn’t stand be-
hind the statement, as it ‘‘violated
Government Accountability Project
standards, because it was speculative
rather than evidence based.”

Fourth, the Government Account-
ability Project said the quoted em-
ployee ‘‘didn’t know the context when
a reporter asked him a hypothetical
question and has promised to check be-
fore any future public statements that
could overlap with Judiciary Com-
mittee work.”

So I hope it is clear. It appears that,
based on Government Accountability
Project’s representations to my office,
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the New York Times misled the Gov-
ernment Accountability Project em-
ployee to get a quote, as you could ex-
pect, that would fit the Times’ pre-
determined narrative—so much for fol-
lowing the facts and the evidence, as
you would expect any journalist to do.

The Government Accountability
Project also submitted a letter to the
editor in support of this Senator. I
thank the organization for doing that.

What really shoddy work by Thrush,
Feuer, and Goldman. Thanks to these
three reporters, the New York Times is
a paper of record when it comes to at-
tacking and undermining whistle-
blowers.

So I say to my whistleblowers: I will
defend you. I will protect you. I will
continue to make public the records
that you are giving to me.

And so to the New York Times,
shame is not a strong enough word to
describe these unprofessional articles.

I yield the floor.

UNANIMOUS CONSENT
AGREEMENT

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent to be recognized to
adopt a Senate resolution.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

NATIONAL TRIBAL COLLEGES AND
UNIVERSITIES WEEK

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the consideration of S. Res.
601, which is at the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will report.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 601) designating the
week beginning February 2, 2026, as ‘‘Na-
tional Tribal Colleges and TUniversities
Week”.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. GRASSLEY. I ask unanimous
consent that the resolution be agreed
to; that the preamble be agreed to; and
that the motions to reconsider be con-
sidered made and laid upon the table
with no intervening action or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.’”)

I yield the floor.

The

601) was

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL MONDAY,
FEBRUARY 9, 2026, AT 3 P.M.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate stands
adjourned until 3 p.m. on Monday, Feb-
ruary 9, 2026.

February 5, 2026

Thereupon, the Senate, at 2:54 p.m.,
adjourned until Monday, February 9,
2026, at 3 p.m.

———

CONFIRMATIONS

Executive nominations confirmed by
the Senate February 5, 2026:

THE JUDICIARY

BRIAN CHARLES LEA, OF TENNESSEE, TO BE UNITED
STATES DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE WESTERN DISTRICT
OF TENNESSEE.

JUSTIN R. OLSON, OF INDIANA, TO BE UNITED STATES
DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF INDI-
ANA.

IN THE COAST GUARD

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT
AS VICE COMMANDANT OF THE UNITED STATES COAST
GUARD, AND TO THE GRADE INDICATED UNDER TITLE 14,
U.S.C., SECTION 304:

To be admiral

VICE ADM. THOMAS G. ALLAN, JR.

COAST GUARD NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH JAROD
M. ROSS AND ENDING WITH ANDREW R. YOUNKLE, WHICH
NOMINATIONS WERE RECEIVED BY THE SENATE AND AP-
PEARED IN THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD ON DECEMBER
1, 2025.

COAST GUARD NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH JONA-
THAN B. BERNHARDT AND ENDING WITH RYAN S. TOWN-
SEND, WHICH NOMINATIONS WERE RECEIVED BY THE
SENATE AND APPEARED IN THE CONGRESSIONAL
RECORD ON DECEMBER 1, 2025.

COAST GUARD NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH MI-
CHAEL ADAMS AND ENDING WITH DEWEY W. WORKER,
WHICH NOMINATIONS WERE RECEIVED BY THE SENATE
AND APPEARED IN THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD ON DE-
CEMBER 1, 2025.

COAST GUARD NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH MAR-
GARET A. HARWARD AND ENDING WITH JENNIFER A.
ROGERS, WHICH NOMINATIONS WERE RECEIVED BY THE
SENATE AND APPEARED IN THE CONGRESSIONAL
RECORD ON DECEMBER 2, 2025.

COAST GUARD NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH JAMES
M. HURTT AND ENDING WITH KELLI A. KNIGHT, WHICH
NOMINATIONS WERE RECEIVED BY THE SENATE AND AP-
PEARED IN THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD ON DECEMBER
10, 2025.

COAST GUARD NOMINATION OF MICHELLE J. MORAVEK,
TO BE LIEUTENANT COMMANDER.
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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY
OF CARL FOX HAAS

HON. TRENT KELLY

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 5, 2026

Mr. KELLY of Mississippi. Mr. Speaker,
today | rise to honor the life of Carl Fox Haas,
whose passing on January 25, 2026, marked
the loss of a respected Mississippian, devoted
family man, and influential leader in business,
conservation, and community life.

Born on August 20, 1930, in Mobile, Ala-
bama, Fox overcame significant health chal-
lenges early in life and went on to graduate
from Mississippi State University, where he
met his wife, Evelyn. Together, they built a life
rooted in faith, family, integrity, and service in
West Point, Mississippi, raising three children
and investing deeply in their community.

Fox devoted his entire professional career
to Bryan Foods, retiring as Vice President of
Procurement. He was widely respected for his
leadership, steady judgment, and commitment
to conducting business with honesty and trust.
A lifelong outdoorsman, Fox was deeply pas-
sionate about conservation and land steward-
ship, contributing to wildlife restoration efforts
in Mississippi and later helping shape the cul-
ture and growth of Mossy Oak as its Chief Fi-
nancial Officer.

Fox’s influence extended well beyond his
professional achievements. His legacy lives on
through conservation initiatives, charitable
events, and awards that bear his name, as
well as through the many individuals and orga-
nizations he mentored and supported.
Through his family, his community, and the
causes he championed, his impact will con-
tinue to be felt for generations to come.

Fox is survived by his wife, Evelyn; his
daughter, Shurley (Bill) Sugg; his son, Toxey
(Diane) Haas; his daughter, Nina (Page) Da-
vidson; his grandchildren, Sara Frances Haas
Stubbs (Vandy), Daniel (Caroline) Haas, Neill
(Hillary) Haas, Bill Sugg (Elvita), Gregory
Sugg (Jessi), Anne Peyton Sugg, Jessie Da-
vidson Virgin (Kevin), Ellie Davidson Stevens
(John Willis), and Jack Davidson; and seven,
soon to be eight, great-grandchildren.

———

RECOGNIZING THE CALIFORNIA
POLYTECHNIC STATE UNIVER-
SITY, SAN LUIS OBISPO

HON. SALUD 0. CARBAJAL

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 5, 2026

Mr. CARBAJAL. Mr. Speaker, this year
marks 125 years since the founding of Cal
Poly San Luis Obispo. From its inception, Cal
Poly has been a pillar of the San Luis Obispo
community embodying the spirit of its motto
“learn by doing”.

In the past 125 years Cal Poly SLO has
educated more than 230,000 individuals who
have gone on to be everything from astro-
nauts to iconic football players, and even
world-famous musicians.

The university’s partnerships with local com-
munities, industry and government exemplify
the vital role public higher education plays in
advancing opportunity, innovation and regional
prosperity.

The university has been a constant over
these past 125 years in providing high quality
education throughout various fields of study,
earning its place for the past several decades
as one of the top public universities, not only
in California, but in the entire Nation.

Cal Poly SLO consistently ranks higher year
after year in the top 500 public and private
not-for-profit universities in the United States,
coming in 55th place just last year. In the
state of California, Cal Poly SLO has contin-
ued to climb, ranking 12th overall for two con-
secutive years.

The university has already established an
unforgettable legacy for its longstanding com-
mitment to academic excellence, innovation,
and public service. Cal Poly has distinguished
itself as a national leader in hands-on edu-
cation, preparing generations of students to
contribute meaningfully to all aspects of their
communities.

Cal Poly’s emphasis on practical learning,
research, and community engagement has
produced graduates who serve as leaders
across engineering, agriculture, business, edu-
cation, public service and the sciences.

| commend Cal Poly San Luis Obispo for its
enduring impact on the Central Coast and the
State of California, and for its continued dedi-
cation to student success and service to the
public good. May the next 125 years be as
great as the last.

HONORING THE LIFETIME OF
SERVICE AND LEGACY OF DR.
CRYSTAL BONDS

HON. GREGORY W. MEEKS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 5, 2026

Mr. MEEKS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Dr. Crystal Bonds, an extraordinary
educator and leader retiring after more than
27 years of distinguished service to the New
York City Department of Education and to the
students and families of Southeast Queens.

Dr. Bonds began her remarkable career in
education as a teacher and mathematics
coach in District 29, where she quickly estab-
lished herself as a passionate advocate for
student achievement and instructional excel-
lence. As her career progressed, she as-
sumed a number of critical leadership roles
within the New York Department of Education,
including Assistant Principal, Principal, and

Master Ambassador Principal. Her success led
to her appointment to Superintendent of Dis-
trict 29.

As Superintendent, Dr. Bonds provided vi-
sionary leadership to 36 K-8 schools, serving
approximately 17,000 students. Her work was
shaped by a profound personal connection to
District 29, due to her own children attending
schools within the district. This connection
manifested loyalty to the community that sup-
ported her family and inspired her to drive
positive change, growth, and equity across the
district.

Throughout her career, Dr. Bonds advo-
cated for public education locally, nationally,
and internationally for more than two decades.
Her leadership as a K—12 educator consist-
ently focused on promoting equitable edu-
cation, experiences, and outcomes for all stu-
dents, making her not only respected beyond
New York, but revered.

Under her leadership, the High School for
Math, Science, and Engineering became the
highest achieving public high school in New
York City and New York State. Her devotion
and dedication manifested numerically in the
high school’s rank rising from 30th to 1st dur-
ing her tenure. From the classroom to the Su-
perintendent’s office, Dr. Bonds’ championship
of targeted support for educators directly
closed the opportunity gaps students faced,
leading to improvements in student achieve-
ment and expanded programs in the district.

In addition to her dedicated public service,
Dr. Bonds founded Changing Norms, Inc., ex-
tending her lifelong commitment to uplifting
underserved communities. Her experience
across elementary, middle, and high school
levels bolsters her track record of excellence
and lasting impact on education.

Dr. Crystal Bonds’ outstanding dedication,
leadership, and years of exemplary service will
continue to inspire those who follow in her
footsteps. | proudly honor her lifetime of serv-
ice and wish her continued success and fulffill-
ment in all that lies ahead.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. JOHN GARAMENDI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 5, 2026

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, on February
2, 2026, | was recorded as “Not Voting” on
rollcall Vote No. 50. During the vote, | re-
mained present in the House Chamber after
voting on rollcall No. 49, and | attempted to
cast my electronic vote on rollcall Vote No. 50.
| then departed the House Chamber, though
my attempted vote apparently was not re-
corded. Had my vote been recorded without
error, | would have voted “Yea” on rollcall No.
50.

® This “bullet” symbol identifies statements or insertions which are not spoken by a Member of the Senate on the floor.

Matter set in this typeface indicates words inserted or appended, rather than spoken, by a Member of the House on the floor.
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Dazily Digest

Senate

Chamber Action
Routine Proceedings, pages S497-S518

Measures Introduced: Twenty bills and six resolu-
tions were introduced, as follows: S. 3782—-3801, and
S. Res. 597-602. Pages S509-10

Measures Passed:

National Mentoring Month: Senate agreed to S.
Res. 600, recognizing January 2026 as ‘“National
Mentoring Month”. Page S516

15th Anniversary of the January 8, 2011, Tuc-
son, Arizona, Shooting: Committee on the Judiciary
was discharged from further consideration of S. Con.
Res. 25, recognizing the 15th anniversary of the Jan-
uary 8, 2011, Tucson, Arizona, shooting and hon-
oring the survivors and victims, including former
Congresswoman Gabby Giffords, a gun violence sur-
vivor and one of the most influential voices of cour-
age in the United States in the fight to end gun vio-

lence, and the resolution was then agreed to.
Page S516

National Tribal Colleges and Universities
Week: Senate agreed to S. Res. 601, designating the
week beginning February 2, 2026, as “National
Tribal Colleges and Universities Week”.  Page $518

Burrows Nomination—Cloture: Senate began con-
sideration of the nomination of Daniel E. Burrows,
of Colorado, to be an Assistant Attorney General.
Pages S506-07
A motion was entered to close further debate on
the nomination, and, in accordance with the provi-
sions of rule XXII of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, and pursuant to the unanimous-consent agree-
ment of Thursday, February 5, 2026, a vote on clo-
ture will occur at 5:30 p.m., on Monday, February
9, 2026. Pages S507, S516
Prior to the consideration of this nomination, Sen-
ate took the following action:
Senate agreed to the motion to proceed to Legisla-
tive Session. Page S506

Nominations Confirmed: Senate confirmed the fol-
lowing nominations:
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By 50 yeas to 46 nays (Vote No. EX. 30), Brian
Charles Lea, of Tennessee, to be United States Dis-
trict Judge for the Western District of Tennessee.

Pages S497-S504

By 50 yeas to 47 nays (Vote No. EX. 32), Justin
R. Olson, of Indiana, to be United States District
Judge for the Southern District of Indiana.

Pages S504-06

During consideration of this nomination today,
Senate also took the following action:

By 51 yeas to 47 nays (Vote No. EX. 31), Senate
agreed to the motion to close further debate on the
nomination. Page S504

1 Coast Guard nomination in the rank of admiral.

Page S507

Routine lists in the Coast Guard. Page S507
Messages from the House: Page S507
Measures Referred: Page S507
Measures Placed on the Calendar: Page S507

Executive Communications: Pages S508-09

Executive Reports of Committees: Page S509

Additional Cosponsors: Pages S510-11

Statements on Introduced Bills/Resolutions:
Pages S511-15

Authorities for Committees to Meet:
Pages S515-16

Privileges of the Floor: Page S516

Record Votes: Three record votes were taken today.
(Total—32) Pages S503-04, S506

Adjournment: Senate convened at 10 a.m. and ad-
journed at 2:54 p.m., until 3 p.m. on Monday, Feb-
ruary 9, 2026. (For Senate’s program, see the re-
marks of the Majority Leader in today’s Record on
page S516.)
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Committee Meetings

(Committees not listed did not meet)

FINANCIAL STABILITY OVERSIGHT
COUNCIL

Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs:
Committee concluded a hearing to examine the Fi-
nancial Stability Oversight Council’s Annual Report
to Congress, including S. 2999, to amend the Fed-
eral Deposit Insurance Act to provide deposit insur-
ance for noninterest-bearing transaction accounts,
after receiving testimony from Scott K.H. Bessent,
Secretary of the Treasury.

RAILROAD RETIREMENT BOARD

Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions:
Committee concluded a hearing to examine secure
retirement, focusing on the success of the Railroad
Retirement Board, after receiving testimony from Er-
hard Chorle, Chairman, United States Railroad Re-
tirement Board; and Jeff Joines, International Broth-
erhood of Teamsters Brotherhood of Maintenance of
Way Employes Division, Washington, D.C.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — DAILY DIGEST

D163

BUSINESS MEETING

Committee on the Judiciary: Committee ordered favor-
ably reported the following business items:

S. 2544, to permit State, local, and Tribal law en-
forcement agencies and grantees that receive eligible
Federal grant funds to use such funds for inves-
tigating elder financial fraud, pig butchering, and
general financial fraud, and to clarify that Federal
law enforcement agencies may assist State, local, and
Tribal law enforcement agencies in the use of tracing
tools for blockchain and related technology;

S. 1809, to amend title 18, United States Code,
to prohibit taking or transmitting video of defense
information;

S. 3023, to limit liability for certain entities stor-
ing child sexual abuse material for law enforcement
agencies, with an amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute; and

The nominations of Thomas Govan, Jr., to be
United States Attorney for the Middle District of
Alabama, Zachary Keller, to be United States Attor-
ney for the Western District of Louisiana, and Ryan
Raybould, to be United States Attorney for the
Northern District of Texas.

House of Representatives

Chamber Action

Public Bills and Resolutions Introduced: 27 pub-
lic bills, H.R. 7386-7412; and 2 resolutions, H.
Res. 1040-1041, were introduced. Pages H2040-41

Additional Cosponsors: Page H2042

Reports Filed: There were no reports filed today.

Speaker: Read a letter from the Speaker wherein he
appointed Representative Newhouse to act as Speak-
er pro tempore for today. Page H2039

Quorum Calls—Votes: There were no Yea and Nay
votes, and there were no Recorded votes. There were
no quorum calls.

Adjournment: The House met at 10 a.m. and ad-
journed at 10:03 a.m.

Committee Meetings
No hearings were held.

Joint Meetings

No joint committee meetings were held.

COMMITTEE MEETINGS FOR MONDAY,
FEBRUARY 9, 2026

(Committee meetings arve open unless otherwise indicated)
Senate
No meetings/hearings scheduled.
House

No hearings are scheduled.
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Next Meeting of the SENATE Next Meeting of the HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
3 p.m., Monday, February 9 12 noon, Monday, February 9
Senate Chamber House Chamber

Program for Monday: After the transaction of any  Program for Monday: To be announced.
morning business (not to extend beyond 5:30 p.m.), Sen-

ate will vote on the motion to invoke cloture on the

nomination of Daniel E. Burrows, of Colorado, to be an

Assistant Attorney General at 5:30 p.m.

Extensions of Remarks, as inserted in this issue
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