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Customs custody for such member.
Such agent will present sufficient iden-
tification of the agent and the written
authorization to act on behalf of such
military member to the Customs offi-
cer who is to release the firearm or am-
munition.

(c) Firearms determined by the De-
partment of Defense to be war sou-
venirs may be imported into the United
States by the military members of the
U.S. Armed Forces under such provi-
sions and procedures as the Depart-
ment of Defense may issue.

(Paragraph (a) approved by the Office of
Management and Budget under control num-
ber 1140-0006; paragraph (b) approved by the
Office of Management and Budget under con-
trol number 1140-0007)

[T.D. ATF-270, 53 FR 10500, Mar. 31, 1988, as
amended by T.D. ATF-426, 65 FR 38200, June
20, 2000; ATF-11F, 73 FR 57241, Oct. 2, 2008]

§478.115

(a) Firearms and ammunition may be
brought into the United States or any
possession thereof by any person who
can establish to the satisfaction of Cus-
toms that such firearm or ammunition
was previously taken out of the United
States or any possession thereof by
such person. Registration on Customs
Form 4457 or on any other registration
document available for this purpose
may be completed before departure
from the United States at any U.S. cus-
tomhouse or any office of an Director
of Industry Operations. A bill of sale or
other commercial document showing
transfer of the firearm or ammunition
in the United States to such person
also may be used to establish proof
that the firearm or ammunition was
taken out of the United States by such
person. Firearms and ammunition fur-
nished under the provisions of section
925(a)(3) of the Act to military mem-
bers of the U.S. Armed Forces on ac-
tive duty outside of the United States
also may be imported into the United
States or any possession thereof by
such military members upon estab-
lishing to the satisfaction of Customs
that such firearms and ammunition
were so obtained.

(b) Firearms, firearm barrels, and
ammunition may be imported or
brought into the United States by or
for the United States or any depart-

Exempt importation.
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ment or agency thereof, or any State
or any department, agency, or political
subdivision thereof. A firearm, firearm
barrel or ammunition imported or
brought into the United States under
this paragraph may be released from
Customs custody upon a showing that
the firearm, firearm barrel or ammuni-
tion is being imported or brought into
the United States by or for such a gov-
ernmental entity.

(¢c) The provisions of this subpart
shall not apply with respect to the im-
portation into the United States of any
antique firearm.

(d) Firearms and ammunition are not
imported into the United States, and
the provisions of this subpart shall not
apply, when such firearms and ammu-
nition are brought into the United
States by:

(1) A nonresident of the TUnited
States for legitimate hunting or lawful
sporting purposes, and such firearms
and such ammunition as remains fol-
lowing such shooting activity are to be
taken back out of the territorial limits
of the United States by such person
upon conclusion of the shooting activ-
ity;

(2) Foreign military personnel on of-
ficial assignment to the United States
who bring such firearms or ammuni-
tion into the United States for their
exclusive use while on official duty in
the United States, and such firearms
and unexpended ammunition are taken
back out of the territorial limits of the
United States by such foreign military
personnel when they leave the United
States;

(3) Official representatives of foreign
governments who are accredited to the
U.S. Government or are en route to or
from other countries to which accred-
ited, and such firearms and unexpended
ammunition are taken back out of the
territorial limits of the United States
by such official representatives of for-
eign governments when they leave the
United States;

(4) Officials of foreign governments
and distinguished foreign visitors who
have been so designated by the Depart-
ment of State, and such firearms and
unexpended ammunition are taken
back out of the territorial limits of the
United States by such officials of for-
eign governments and distinguished
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foreign visitors when they leave the
United States; and

(5) Foreign law enforcement officers
of friendly foreign governments enter-
ing the United States on official law
enforcement business, and such fire-
arms and unexpended ammunition are
taken back out of the territorial limits
of the United States by such foreign
law enforcement officers when they
leave the United States.

(e) Notwithstanding the provisions of
paragraphs (d) (1), (2), (3), (4) and (5) of
this section, the Secretary of the
Treasury or his delegate may in the in-
terest of public safety and necessity re-
quire a permit for the importation or
bringing into the United States of any
firearms or ammunition.

[33 FR 18555, Dec. 14, 1968. Redesignated at 40
FR 16835, Apr. 15, 1975, and amended by T.D.
ATF-58, 44 FR 32367, June 6, 1979; T.D. ATF-
270, 53 FR 10500, Mar. 31, 1988; T.D. ATF-471,
67 FR 5426, Feb. 5, 2002]

§478.116 Conditional importation.

The Director shall permit the condi-
tional importation or bringing into the
United States or any possession thereof
of any firearm, firearm barrel, or am-
munition for the purpose of examining
and testing the firearm, firearm barrel,
or ammunition in connection with
making a determination as to whether
the importation or bringing in of such
firearm, firearm barrel, or ammunition
will be authorized under this part. An
application on ATF Form 6 for such
conditional importation shall be filed,
in duplicate, with the Director. The Di-
rector may impose conditions upon any
importation under this section includ-
ing a requirement that the firearm,
firearm Dbarrel, or ammunition be
shipped directly from Customs custody
to the Director and that the person im-
porting or bringing in the firearm, fire-
arm barrel, or ammunition must agree
to either export the firearm, firearm
barrel, or ammunition or destroy same
if a determination is made that the
firearm, firearm barrel, or ammunition
may not be imported or brought in
under this part. A firearm, firearm bar-
rel, or ammunition imported or
brought into the United States or any
possession thereof under the provisions
of this section shall be released from
Customs custody upon the payment of
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customs duties, if applicable, and in
the manner prescribed in the condi-
tional authorization issued by the Di-
rector.

[T.D. ATF-383, 61 FR 39321, July 29, 1996, as
amended by ATF 2014R-42, 84 FR 12094, Apr.
1, 2019]

§478.117 Function outside a customs
territory.

In the insular possessions of the
United States outside customs terri-
tory, the functions performed by U.S.
Customs officers under this subpart
within a customs territory may be per-
formed by the appropriate authorities
of a territorial government or other of-
ficers of the United States who have
been designated to perform such func-
tions. For the purpose of this subpart,
the term customs territory means the
United States, the District of Colum-
bia, and the Commonwealth of Puerto
Rico.

§478.118 Importation of certain fire-
arms classified as curios or relics.

Notwithstanding any other provision
of this part, a licensed importer may
import all rifles and shotguns classi-
fied by the Director as curios or relics,
and all handguns classified by the Di-
rector as curios or relics that are de-
termined to be generally recognized as
particularly suitable for or readily
adaptable to sporting purposes. The
importation of such curio or relic fire-
arms must be in accordance with the
applicable importation provisions of
this part and the importation provi-
sions of 27 CFR part 447. Curios or rel-
ics which fall within the definition of
“firearm’ under 26 U.S.C. 5845(a) must
also meet the importation provisions of
27 CFR part 479 before they may be im-
ported.

[T.D. ATF-202, 50 FR 14383, Apr. 12, 1985]
§478.119 [Reserved]

§478.120 Firearms or ammunition im-
ported by or for a nonimmigrant
alien.

(a) General. A nonimmigrant alien
temporarily importing or bringing fire-
arms or ammunition into the United
States for lawful hunting or sporting
purposes must first obtain an approved
ATF Form 6NIA (56330.3D).
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