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1 So in original. Probably should be ‘‘standard’’. 

The Indian Self-Determination Act, referred to in 
subsec. (e), is title I of Pub. L. 93–638, Jan. 4, 1975, 88 
Stat. 2206, which is classified principally to subchapter 
I (§ 5321 et seq.) of chapter 46 of Title 25, Indians. For 
complete classification of this Act to the Code, see 
Short Title note set out under section 5301 of Title 25 
and Tables. 

CODIFICATION 

In subsec. (b)(1), ‘‘section 6101 of title 41’’ substituted 
for ‘‘section 3709 of the Revised Statutes (41 U.S.C. 5)’’ 
on authority of Pub. L. 111–350, § 6(c), Jan. 4, 2011, 124 
Stat. 3854, which Act enacted Title 41, Public Con-
tracts. 

Section was classified to section 300aaa–13 of this 
title prior to renumbering by Pub. L. 103–43, to section 
300cc–15 of this title prior to renumbering by Pub. L. 
100–607, and to section 300aa–15 of this title prior to re-
numbering by Pub. L. 99–660. 

§ 238n. Abortion-related discrimination in gov-
ernmental activities regarding training and 
licensing of physicians 

(a) In general 

The Federal Government, and any State or 
local government that receives Federal financial 
assistance, may not subject any health care en-
tity to discrimination on the basis that— 

(1) the entity refuses to undergo training in 
the performance of induced abortions, to re-
quire or provide such training, to perform such 
abortions, or to provide referrals for such 
training or such abortions; 

(2) the entity refuses to make arrangements 
for any of the activities specified in paragraph 
(1); or 

(3) the entity attends (or attended) a post- 
graduate physician training program, or any 
other program of training in the health profes-
sions, that does not (or did not) perform in-
duced abortions or require, provide or refer for 
training in the performance of induced abor-
tions, or make arrangements for the provision 
of such training. 

(b) Accreditation of postgraduate physician 
training programs 

(1) In general 

In determining whether to grant a legal 
status to a health care entity (including a li-
cense or certificate), or to provide such entity 
with financial assistance, services or other 
benefits, the Federal Government, or any 
State or local government that receives Fed-
eral financial assistance, shall deem accred-
ited any postgraduate physician training pro-
gram that would be accredited but for the ac-
crediting agency’s reliance upon an accredita-
tion standards 1 that requires an entity to per-
form an induced abortion or require, provide, 
or refer for training in the performance of in-
duced abortions, or make arrangements for 
such training, regardless of whether such 
standard provides exceptions or exemptions. 
The government involved shall formulate such 
regulations or other mechanisms, or enter 
into such agreements with accrediting agen-
cies, as are necessary to comply with this sub-
section. 

(2) Rules of construction 

(A) In general 

With respect to subclauses (I) and (II) of 
section 292d(a)(2)(B)(i) of this title (relating 
to a program of insured loans for training in 
the health professions), the requirements in 
such subclauses regarding accredited intern-
ship or residency programs are subject to 
paragraph (1) of this subsection. 

(B) Exceptions 

This section shall not— 
(i) prevent any health care entity from 

voluntarily electing to be trained, to 
train, or to arrange for training in the per-
formance of, to perform, or to make refer-
rals for induced abortions; or 

(ii) prevent an accrediting agency or a 
Federal, State or local government from 
establishing standards of medical com-
petency applicable only to those individ-
uals who have voluntarily elected to per-
form abortions. 

(c) Definitions 

For purposes of this section: 
(1) The term ‘‘financial assistance’’, with re-

spect to a government program, includes gov-
ernmental payments provided as reimburse-
ment for carrying out health-related activi-
ties. 

(2) The term ‘‘health care entity’’ includes 
an individual physician, a postgraduate physi-
cian training program, and a participant in a 
program of training in the health professions. 

(3) The term ‘‘postgraduate physician train-
ing program’’ includes a residency training 
program. 

(July 1, 1944, ch. 373, title II, § 245, as added Pub. 
L. 104–134, title I, § 101(d) [title V, § 515], Apr. 26, 
1996, 110 Stat. 1321–211, 1321–245; renumbered title 
I, Pub. L. 104–140, § 1(a), May 2, 1996, 110 Stat. 
1327.) 

§ 238o. Restriction on use of funds for assisted 
suicide, euthanasia, and mercy killing 

Appropriations for carrying out the purposes 
of this chapter shall not be used in a manner in-
consistent with the Assisted Suicide Funding 
Restriction Act of 1997 [42 U.S.C. 14401 et seq.]. 

(July 1, 1944, ch. 373, title II, § 246, as added Pub. 
L. 105–12, § 9(e), Apr. 30, 1997, 111 Stat. 27.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Assisted Suicide Funding Restriction Act of 1997, 
referred to in text, is Pub. L. 105–12, Apr. 30, 1997, 111 
Stat. 23, which is classified principally to chapter 138 
(§ 14401 et seq.) of this title. For complete classification 
of this Act to the Code, see Short Title note set out 
under section 14401 of this title and Tables. 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective Apr. 30, 1997, and applicable to Fed-
eral payments made pursuant to obligations incurred 
after Apr. 30, 1997, for items and services provided on or 
after such date, subject to also being applicable with 
respect to contracts entered into, renewed, or extended 
after Apr. 30, 1997, as well as contracts entered into be-
fore Apr. 30, 1997, to the extent permitted under such 
contracts, see section 11 of Pub. L. 105–12, set out as a 
note under section 14401 of this title. 
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