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DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
Rural Utilities Service

Extension of Public Comment Period
for Draft Environmental Impact
Statement for Cardinal-Hickory Creek
345-kv Transmission Line Project

AGENCY: Rural Utilities Service, USDA.
ACTION: Extension of Public Comment
Period for Draft Environmental Impact
Statement for Cardinal-Hickory Creek
345-kv Transmission Line Project.

SUMMARY: A notice of availability,
public meetings, and Section 106
notification was published in the
Federal Register by the Rural Utilities
Service (RUS) on December 7, 2018 (83
FR 63149) for the Cardinal-Hickory
Creek 345-kV Transmission Line Project
Draft Environmental Impact Statement
(EIS). Meetings were scheduled for
January 2019 and the public review
period was to conclude on February 5,
2019. Due to the lapse in federal
funding, this notice announces an
extension of the public comment period
to April 1, 2019. Additionally,
previously scheduled Draft EIS public
comment meetings in January 2019 were
also cancelled and will be rescheduled,
once RUS receives full funding for FY
2019.

DATES: Written comments on this Draft
EIS will be accepted until April 1, 2019.
RUS will reschedule the Draft EIS
public comment meetings for later in
2019 and publish another Notice.
ADDRESSES: A copy of the Draft EIS may
be viewed online at the following
website: https://www.rd.usda.gov/
publications/environmental-studies/
impact-statements/cardinal-
%E2%80%93-hickory-creek-
transmission-line and Dairyland Power
Cooperative, 3521 East Avenue, South,
La Crosse, WI 54602 and at local
libraries in the project area.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: To
obtain copies of the Draft EIS, to request
further participation or request
consulting party status under section
106 of the NHPA or for further
information, contact: Lauren Cusick
(202) 720-1414) or Dennis Rankin (202—
720-1953), Environmental Protection
Specialist, USDA, Rural Utilities
Service, 1400 Independence Avenue
SW, Room 2244, Stop 1571,
Washington, DC 20250-1571, or email
Lauren.Cusick@usda.gov or
Dennis.Rankin@usda.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Rural
Utilities Service (RUS) has prepared a
Draft Environmental Impact Statement
(EIS) to meet its responsibilities under
the National Environmental Policy Act

(NEPA) and 7 CFR 1794 related to
providing financial assistance to
Dairyland Power Cooperative (DPC) for
its share in the construction of a
proposed 345-kilovolt (kV) transmission
line and associated infrastructure
connecting the Hickory Creek
Substation in Dubuque County, Iowa,
with the Cardinal Substation in the
Town of Middle, Wisconsin (near
Madison, Wisconsin). The Project also
includes a new intermediate 345/138-kV
substation near the Village of Montfort
in either Grant County or Iowa County,
Wisconsin. The total length of the 345-
kV transmission lines associated with
the proposed project will be
approximately 125 miles. DPC and the
other project participants have
identified proposed and alternate
segments and locations for transmission
lines and associated facilities and for
the intermediate substation. Dairyland
Power Cooperative is requesting RUS to
provide financing for its portion of the
proposed project. DPC is participating
in the proposed project with two other
utilities, American Transmission
Company LLC, and ITC Midwest LLC
(Utilities).

The purpose of the proposed project
is to: (1) Address reliability issues on
the regional bulk transmission system,
(2) alleviate congestion that occurs in
certain parts of the transmission system
and remove constraints that limit the
delivery of power, (3) expand the access
of the transmission system to additional
resources, (4) increase the transfer
capability of the electrical system
between Iowa and Wisconsin, (5) reduce
the losses in transferring power and
increase the efficiency of the
transmission system, and (6) respond to
public policy objectives aimed at
enhancing the nation’s transmission
system and to support the changing
generation mix.

RUS is the lead agency for the federal
environmental review with U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service (USFWS), U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers (USACE), and
the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency (USEPA) serving as cooperating
agencies, and the National Park Service
(NPS) as a participating agency.

Dated: February 5, 2019.

Christopher A. McLean,

Assistant Administrator, Electric Programs
Rural Utilities Service.

[FR Doc. 2019-01930 Filed 2-11-19; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE P

COMMISSION ON CIVIL RIGHTS

Notice of Public Meetings of the
Arkansas Advisory Committee to the
U.S. Commission on Civil Rights

AGENCY: U.S. Commission on Civil
Rights.

ACTION: Announcement of meeting.

SUMMARY: Notice is hereby given,
pursuant to the provisions of the rules
and regulations of the U.S. Commission
on Civil Rights (Commission) and the
Federal Advisory Committee Act that
the Arkansas Advisory Committee
(Committee) will hold a meeting on
Friday March 1, 2019 at 2:00 p.m.
Central time. The Committee will
discuss next steps in their study of civil
rights and criminal justice in the state.

DATES: The meeting will take place on
Friday March 1, 2019 at 2:00 p.m.
Central.

Public Call Information: Dial: 855—
719-5012, Conference ID: 5900516.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Melissa Wojnaroski, DFO, at
mwojnaroski@usccr.gov or 312—353—
8311.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Members
of the public can listen to these
discussions. These meetings are
available to the public through the
above call in numbers. Any interested
member of the public may call this
number and listen to the meeting. An
open comment period will be provided
to allow members of the public to make
a statement as time allows. The
conference call operator will ask callers
to identify themselves, the organization
they are affiliated with (if any), and an
email address prior to placing callers
into the conference room. Callers can
expect to incur regular charges for calls
they initiate over wireless lines,
according to their wireless plan. The
Commission will not refund any
incurred charges. Callers will incur no
charge for calls they initiate over land-
line connections to the toll-free
telephone number. Persons with hearing
impairments may also follow the
proceedings by first calling the Federal
Relay Service at 1-800—877-8339 and
providing the Service with the
conference call number and conference
ID number.

Members of the public are also
entitled to submit written comments;
the comments must be received in the
regional office within 30 days following
the meeting. Written comments may be
mailed to the Regional Programs Unit,
U.S. Commission on Civil Rights, 230 S
Dearborn, Suite 2120, Chicago, IL
60604. They may also be faxed to the
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